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ARUNDEL BOROUGH. 



REPORT. 



The select COMMITTEE appointed to consider the Report of the 
CoMMissiONEBS oa the Limits of the Borough of Arundel, and to report 
their opinion thereupon to The House : — Have, pursuant to the Order of 
The House, examined the matters to them referred, and agreed to the 
following REPORT. 

T^HE COMMITTEE have proceeded to examine the Report of the 
^ Commissioners on the Borough of Arundel, and as it appeared that the 
question in dispute mainly depended on the number of Tenements of the value 
of £• 10 a year within the present Borough of Arundel, they directed 
a Surveyor of eminence from London to proceed to Arundel to inquire into 
and report the number of Tenements of this value. Upon examining this 
Report) the Committee are of opiniont that the Tenements of the value of 
£. 10 a year, estimated according to the rules adopted by the Commissioners 
in other cases, amount to such a number as to justify the Committee in 
recommending to the House that the Limits of the Borough shall not be 
extended beyond the Parish of ArundeL 

Your Committee think themselves called upon in justice to state, that 
they have seen no reason to question the fairness and impartiality of the 
Commissioners on this occasion. 



June 1832. 
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DUNGARVON, YOUGHALL AND MALLOW BOROUGHS. 



REPORT. 



THE SELECT COMMITTEE appointed to consider the Report of the 
Commissioners on the Limits of the Boroughs of Dungarvany YoughaU 
and MallaWf and to report their Opinion thereupon to The House : — Have 
considered the matter to them referred ; and have agreed to the following 
Report : 

YOUR Committee recommend that the Limits of the Borough of YbugfuUl 
should be extended somewhat beyond those assigned to it by the Commis- 
sioners, and that the following should be substituted : — 

From the point to the South of the Town where the New Road to Cork 
quits the Sea-shore, Northward, in a straight line to a point on the Windmill 
Lane, where the same is joined by a Bye Road from the North, about 
200 yards to the West of the House occupied by Mr. Flyn ; thence in a 
strai^t line to the South-west angle of the Ordnance Ground, on which the 
Barracks are built; thence along the Western Fence of the Ordnance Ground 
to the North-west comer thereof; thence, Northward, in a straight line to the 
spot where the Upper Edge of the Great Quarry is cut by a Road that runs 
through the same ; thence down the said Road to the point where the same 
meets the Mount Uniacke Road ; thence, Northward, in a straight line to 
the point where a Bye Road th^t leads from the Mount Uniacke Road to the 
Waterford Road makes a turn almost at right-angles, a little to the South of 
the House called Eustace's Folly ; thence, Northward, along the same Road^ 
passing to the West of Eustace'^ Folly, to the spot where the same Road meets 
the Waterford Road ; thence in a straight line to the nearest point of the Sea 
Coast; thence along the Sea Coast to the point first described. 



With respect to Dunganxm^ it appears that the Commissionem were misinformed 
as to any distinction existing between the rights of the £. 5 Householders of the 
Town and of the Manor; and as all Householders to the amount of £.5 throughout 
the whole of the Manor appear .at present to be entitled to vote. Your Committee 
recommend that the Limits of the Borough should not be restricted, except so far as 
to exclude some small portions, which are wholly detached from the remaining 
part. They recommend also that some small portions of Land, altogether inclosed 
within the present Borough, but respecting the rights of which some doubts exist, 
should be declared to belong to the New Borough. 



Your Committee have examined into the circumstances of the Town and Nei^* 
bourfaood of Mallow^ and see no sufficient ground for recommending any alteration 
in the Limits 8ugge3ted by the Commissioners^ 

23 July 1832- 
631. 
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DUNGARVAN, YOUGHALL AND MALLOW BOROUGHS. 



MINUTES OF EVIDENCE 

Taken before the Select Committee appointed to consider the Report 
of the Commissioners on the Limits of the Boroughs of 
Dungarvan^ YoughaU and Mallow^ and to report their Opinion 
thereupon to The House. 



Sabbatij JT die Junii, 1832. 
EDWARD JOHN LITTLETON, ESQ. IN THE CHAIR. 



Captain Gipps^ called in ; and Examined : 

1. YOU were the Chief Commissioner appointed by the Government for CtifUin Gipp$. 
the purpose of inquiring into the limits of boroughs in Ireland ? — Yes. ■ 

^. Did you personally visit the tliree boroughs which are referred to this 9 J»"*o 1831. 
Committee? — 1 did. 

3. What were the general instructions which were given to;)rou with regard 
to those boroughs in which the extension of the borough jurisdiction had no 
reference to the exercise of the elective franchise ? — Not to regard the extent of 
jurisdiction in proposing new boundaries, when the jurisdiction was not con- 
nected with the elective franchise. 

4. Was that instruction in conformity with those which had been given to the 
Commissioners in England ? — I believe it to have been in conformity with the 
paragraph that relates to the same subject in Lord Melbourne's letter of instrucr 
tions addressed to Lieutenant Drummond; it appears to me to be so. 

5. In fixing the limits of boroughs where no particular line appeared to guide 

{rou, what were the instructions that were given to you with regard to the 
imits to be taken ? — To include the whole town, but as little as possible of land 
not occupied by houses. 

6. .Read to the Committee the passage from your instructions which refers to 
this subject? — 

[In answer to this question the witness read the following passage from the 
Letter of Instructions addressed to him by the Chief Secretary for Ireland, 
dated 29th October 1831 :] 

" Wh6re the town extends beyond the existing limits of the borough, you 
** will mark those .limits upon ypur plan ; and you will also draw such a line as, 
•• taken from one known point to another, may comprise the whole of what 
*• may be fairly considered as part of the town or its suburbs, together with as 
** little as possible of land not occupied by houses.** 

7. What did you understand to be the motive for desuing you, in general, to 
draw the limits as closely as possible round the towns in Ireland ?— I consider 
one of the principal reasons to be the desire not to include freeholders within 
the limits of the town, as they would be deprived of their votes for the county 
in cases where they occupied their freeholds. There are other reasons that 
I consider might be given ; but that was the reason I believe that was princi- 
pally given. In my own opinion, there are many others which might be given in 
favour of the mode that was adopted. 

635. A 8. Are 
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2 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE 

Captain Gipps. 8. Are there not several towns in Ireland to which there are aigriculturai 

districts attached, under the name of the liberties of the town ? — Almost every 

9 Jone 1833^ tQ^^ in Ireland has liberties attached to it ; but the extent of those liberties we 
found to be, in general, but little known. 

9. In the cases of Newry, Lisburn ^md Downpatrick, does not residence 
within the prescribed limits of the town, or the agricultural district, give a right 
of voting? — Residence within the agricultural district gives, in the cases of 
those three towns, the right of voting equally with residence within the town 
itself. 

10. In those places, therefore, you did uot consider yourselves warranted 

by your instructions to propose a more limited boundary than that which is now 

>pssessed by them? — It would have been directly against our instructions to 

lave proposed a more limited boundary in those cases. The Commissioners, 

lowever, for their own satisfaction, sketched out more restricted boundaries for 

tljiose to^^ns, in the idea that an alteration in the intentions of Government, or 

a decision of the House of Commons, might render them necessary j but they 

did not bring them forward in their Reports, for the reason I have above stated. 

They sketched out the boundaries merely that they might not, in any case, be 

under the necessity of revisiting the places. 

11. In the case of Youghall you did not consider it necessary to include the 
liberties of Youghall in the limits which you proposed to the boroughs ? — It 
would have been contrary to our instructions to have done so^ as those liberties 
are not connected with the exercise of the elective franchise. 

12. What was the right of voting in the borough of Youghall ? — The right is 
set forth in the Report ; Youghall is a corporate town, therefore the right of 
election is in the freemen of the corporation. 

13. Youghall, therefore, was one of the boroughs which came within the 
general rule requiring you to draw the limits closdy round the town and- its 
suburbs? — Yes. 

14. Is there any peculiarity in the situation of Youghall which rendered it 
expedient in your mmd to draw the limits very closely round the town ?— There 
is a hill rising immediately behind the town of Youghall, between which and 

the sea the town Is confined y tho town hao novor oxtcudcd itaolF over the brOW 

of this hill, nor does it seem likely that it ever will. 

15. Is the side of that hill so steep as to be unsui ted for building? — Not 
absolutely unsiiited for building, but I think it very unlikely to be built upon ; 
the ground is so high that the situation would be very inconvenient : there is 
one house there that is marked on the plan near the letters (CD.) ; it may be 
called something in the nature of a villa, but it is a solitary one. 

16. You have nothing that shows the limits of the liberties, have you ? — > 
I have no plan that shows the limits of the liberties, but I have some information 
respecting the liberties which, as it is, I can submit to the Committee, if the 
Committee would wish to hear it. 

17. What is the information ? — Here is a letter from the Mayor of Youghall, 
dated the l6th of February 1832 ; it is an answer from the mayor to some 
inquiries that^^I made respecting the liberties ; not, however, in contemplation 
of this Committee, for the Mayors letter is dated, as I have said, the l6th of 
February last, which was long before I knew that the case of Youghall would 
be made a special one for the consideration of a Committee. 

18. Are there any known limits to tlie borough of Youghall ? —None that 
I know of except the limits of the liberties. There are the old walls of the 
town as shown on the plan, but they are not the limits of any jurisdiction. 

19. Then it is co-extensive with the parish? — I believe it is co-extenaive 
with the parish, though this does not follow as a matter of course. . 

" Youghall, February 16, 1832. 
/* My dear. Sir: In compliance with your letter of the 11th instant, I hasten 
^^ to give the information required, as far as I feel competent, by answering the 
" queries you put to me : * 1st, The extent of the liberties of Youghall, whether 
" defined by charter, and whether perambulated ; also their population.' The 
'* extent of the liberties from south to north running through the town, is about 
** five miles, and frbm the barracks on the old Cork road to the west, about 2 J 
** miles, Irish measure. Those liberties are recognized by existing charters, but 
" not defined. A charter of John had been in the corporation possession at a 

** remote 



Digitized by 



Google 



ON- DUNG ARYAN, YOUGHALL AND MALLOW BOROUGHS. 8 

V remote period, and suj)posed to have been the charter of creation ; it has CapuiinG^; 

** been lost, and cannot now be traced or recovered. The liberties are per- -- — — 

^' ambulated, from the earliest period of our records to the present moment^ in 9 Jane 183?* 
'* each and every year by the magistrates and corporation, on Whitmonday, for 
" the performance of which the mayor is bound by oath when sworn into 
f^ office. The population of the liberties by the census of 1821 was 1,920. By 
" the census taken last year, 1^719." . 

[The witness whilst reading the Mayor's letter was interrupted by the follow- 
ing question :] 

20. There is one question we must ask before you proceed : exclusive of 
what ? — Exclusive of the towa and suburbs. 

[The witness then continued the reading of the letter :] 

" 2d. • Do the liberties contain any villages, hamlets or manufactories?' There 
^ are no villages in the liberties ; there are hamlets, that is, there are seats of 
•• freeholders, registered for the county : there are not any manufactories save 
" those of pottery-ware and bricks. •Sd. The probable number of 10/. free- 
** holders tne liberties would afford beyond the limits of the town, that is to say, 
"beyond Sir WilHam Homan's, beyond the great quarries, and beyond the bar- 
** racks on the old Cork road ?' I find some difficulty in answering this. There 
•* are several resident persons wTio are registered freeholders for the county, 
•* but the number of occupiers of land who may be qualified by the proposed 
♦* bill to vote as 10/. freeholders I am not competent to forni any opinion upon. 
** The cause of Youghall and its liberties not having contributed to the cess, 
" arose from the illegality of the treasurer's warrant, which Was directed to the 
" mayor for tKe time being, who did not feel himself authori2red to levy the 
** rate.- It is now directed to the proper authority, the baronial constable, who 
" collects it without difficulty." 

[The witness then said :] Here is another letter, containing some information 
a1>out the liberties, it is dated " Youghall, 29 June 1831,** and is addressed to 
Mr. Stanley. It is in unswer to the circular letter that was written to all the 
authorities of Ireland before our commission was appointed. The letter says : 
" In reply to your letter of the l6th instant, asking for a statement of the 
" number of householders in this town paying 10/. rent, and also the number of 
" householders occupying houses of the clear, yearly value of. 10/., over and 
** above all charges, except only taxes, and church and county qess j I b^g. to 
" state that I shall make the return to the best of my knowledge, and as collected 
" from the books of the churchwardens and the gas-light commissioners' here, 
" both, particularly the latter, made out as near as possible, and in my opinion 
** correct. , ^ 

" The number is, as near as I can say, 341, but of these I hfive no means 
" of stating how many come under your second query ; but I may add that there. 
** are several 10/. houses in the country round about us, in what are called he 
" liberties of the town, and under my jurisdiction, suppose 40 or 50.** 

[The witness^ continued :] What I have last read is a letter from the Mayor 
who Went out of office on the 29th September 1831 : the letter I first read is 
from the Mayor who came in to office on that day. The number of the 10 /. houset 
in the whole of the agricultural districts or liberties, is stated in the letter that 
I last read to be between 40 and 50 ; but as the numbers returned by the local 
authorities of any town were less in general than what we found them, I think 
I should estimate the number of 10/. houses in the liberties at 60 or 70 ; 
that is to say, I think that by including the whole of the liberties we should 
add 60 or 70 to the number of voters contained within the boundary proposed 
in the Report of the Commissioners. 

21. That is if you include the 9.000 acres? — ^Yes, if we include the 9,000 
acres. 

' 22. Have you been able to ascertain what are the precise limits of the Gas 
Company under the local Act? — There are no precise limits ; the commissioners 
have, I believe, power to extend their assessments as they extend their lamps. 

23* Those limits are variable then, and the assessments extended as it may 
be thought expedient to extend the light in the town ? — I think so. 
635. A 2 24. Have 
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4 MIKUTES OF EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE 

Captain 6t/)fM. 24. Have the commissioners an indefinite power to extend over the county, 

or only a power to extend it to a certain distance, as in several cases in England, 

9 Joae i83«. jjj ^hich they have the power to ^ to a certain extent and no further ; have 
they a power of going beyond the liberties ?— They cannot, I imagine, go farther 
than their lights go. 

26. If they chose to light the whole liberties they might?— TTiere is nothing 
that I know of to prevent them, but they would find it, I should think, a losing 
concern. 

26. May they go beyond the liberties ? — My impression is, they have a dis- 
cretionary power to go as far as they please, as is the case under the general 
Lighting Act in Ireland : this in Youghall is, I believe, a particular local Act, 
which authorizes commissioners in atiy town to tax themselves without ^e 
expense of a separate Act of Parliament Commissioners under this general 
Act have a power to extend their assessments as they extend the benefit of 
their lighting and watching; and I do not think they are limited by any 
boundary. My reason for thinking so is, that we wished in some places to 
adopt the boundary fixed by the commissioners, in the idea that the boundary 
of local taxation and of the elective franchise ought to be the same ; but we 
could not do so, because we found in general the boundary of local taxatiotr 
not to be fixed. In Sligo there is a fixed boundary of local taxation, and the 
Commissioners for that reason adopted it. 

27* Do you happen to know the fact, whether the liberties contributed ifi 
any way to the local taxation of the town of Youghall ?— Not to the town : 
they contribute to the county rates, and to the church rates, I believe, as part» 
of ue parish, but not to the town. 

28. The church rates are for the parish ?— Yes, for the parish. 

29* Now, in what direction do you conceive that the town of Youghall, if it 
extends at all, is most likely to extend ? — ^For commercial purposes to the 
north, and in the way of villas or gentlemen's houses to the south, on the new 
road to Cork. 

30. Is it extending there now ? — It is extending to the north, but not very 
rapidly, as may be judged by the fact mentioned m the Report c^ the Commis- 
sioners, that tnere were only six hoiiftos builditig when the census of 1831 Was 
taken. 

31. Does it appear to be in a course of extension to the south ?— It is extend-* 
ing itself, but ve^ slowly. 

32. Have you, in consequence of any representations which were made to 
you, prepared a second boundaiTy rather more extensive than that which you 
have laid down here ? — Yes, I have it here. I have another boundarv that 
I thought of when I was on the spot, but I considered myself not justified in 
proposmg it, because it was so directly contrary to my instructions, which were 
to include as little as possible of land not occupied by houses. 

33. Why is the line from (K) to (D) not drawn continuously, but as so many 
angles ? — i remember being on the point (D), and was anxious to draw that very 
line, but the point was not visible, nor could I fix on any other intermediate 
point conveniently. A straight line from (D) to (K) would pass entirely over 
grass land. 

34. Is there any ground to the westward of the proposed line, without this 
limit (D) and (K), which is suitable for building-ground ? — It is suitable for 
building-ground ; there is no natural impediment, but I do not think it likely 
to be built upon. 

35. That IS the ground to which you apply your former answer, that you 
thought it not likely to be built upon ? — ^Yes ; and I did not consider my instruc'^ 
tions authorized me to take any ground not occupied by houses, unless there 
appeared a probability of its being built upon within a reasonable time, within 
the course of some few years, say 30 or 40 years. 

S6. Do you see amr objection to drawing an uninterrupted line (I do not 
mean a straight one) from (K) to (D), according to your first intention ?— I see 
no objection in the world, except that the points are not visible from each other/ 

i. [The Plan was then piU in.'] 

37. Is there not a new bridge that has been lately erected over the river to 
the northward of the town ?— Yes, but much beyond our boundary j a mile and 
a half, I should think, beyond our extreme point. 

38. Do 
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38. Do you not think, that in consequence of the erection of that bridge the Capuun Gipps. 

town will extend considerably to the north ? — I really think the bridge is too far — 

distant to have any influence, but I have already said that the town^ for com- 9 J*»oe 1832. 
mercial purposes, will extend itself naturally in that direction. 

39* Are there not houses at this moment building in that direction r — The 
six houses that are referred to in the Report as building when the census of 
1831 was taken, are within the town itselr, and long within our boundary. 

40. Do you know where the waste ground is to the northward that has been 
partly taken in, but not completed ? — I cannot say I do» 

4L Do you know the end of the street to the northward?~Near the gas- 
works? 

42- Yes?— Yes. 

43. Are there not houses building there at this moment r — There were not 
when I was there, at least 1 do not remember them j none of any importance. 

44. What did you observe to be the preference of county electors, with respect 
to a town vote or a county vote? — I have frequently put the case to persons in 
Ireland, representing to them that a town vote would be more influential in the 
return of a Member than a county vote ; notwithstanding which I think I may 
say that I uniformly found the preference given to the county vote, except in 
the case of Mallow. 

45. How many boroughs are there in Ireland ? — ^Twenty-five, besides the 
counties of towns. 

46. How many of those boroughs have liberties ? — I believe all of them have* 
OT jQ^arly all. 

47. Are the liberties stated in each case in your Report? — We have given 
such information as we could collect of them, but we found that the authorities 
very frequently did not know the extent of their jurisdiction; In most cases 
it happened that the corporate magistrate was also a magistrate for the county, 
and therefore the boundary of the jurisdiction was confused. I will read, with, 
permission of the Committee, a passage on the subject from my Reports 
^* This class. No. 2. (B.) comprises 20 boroughs, in which the right of voting is 
** fktpteient exercised exclusively by the members of their respective cor{>ora•^ 
'5 tions. Most of these places have also, by their charters, extensive agricul-^ 
'* tund districts attached to them, but not in tiie same intimate way in which 
** the liberties of the counties of cities ar^ attached to the places named in 
" Table (A). Little, if any, community of interest exists between these agri* 
^' cultural districts and the towns ; the limits of them are in many cases for- 
^^ gotten, and in fact serve no present purpose whatever. There is no dis- 
** tinction between them and the rest of the county, either with respect to the* 
^* payment of county cess, or the right of voting at county elections. The 
'' jurisdiction of the chief magistrate of the town extends, it is true, over them; 
'' but as he is in general also a magistrate of the county, the exact point where 
" one jurisdiction ends and the other begins is frequently not know;),' and 
^t very seldom attended to. As neither residence nor property within these 
^* agricultural districts or liberties has hitherto conferred the elective franchise^ 
'^ the Commissioners, following their instructions, have not been in anv way 
•* influenced bv the extent of them, in proposing boundaries within which resi- 
*' dence is in future to confer the franchise.'* 

48. Are you aware of an Act of Parliament passed some three or four years 
i^o, which separated the liberties, of the town of Yougliall from the town, and 
added them to the East Riding of the county of Cork, and transferred the. 
jurisdiction to the assbtant barrister of the county, instead of the mayor of 

loughall? — I remember referring to the Statutes for that Act, to see if it 
suited my purpose at all ; I have no further recollection than that it gave me no 
information that I wanted. 

49. You have stated that you conceive there are in the liberty about 60 or 70 
10/. freeholders? — I should think so. 

' 60. Can you tell us what proportion of that number there are or may be 
between the line first proposed as a limit for tlie borough, and that proposed in 
this plan which you have since laid before us ? — I speak only from guess : to the 
best of my belief not more than 10 ; really I think I put them at the utmost if 
I say 10; I doubt whether there are more than five. 

51. Have you read, in the Reform Bill, that part which relates to the fran- 
chise of boroughs ? —Yes. 

635. A 3 52. You 
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Captain G^. 5^. You remember that the number of freeholders which may be foood ia a 

f'ven ^pace, is no guide to the number of 10/. householders? — Certainly aot y 
thought the question put to me related to. 10/. householders. 

53. You think that the enlarged boundary would not make a drference of 
more than five or six ? — If I say 10, I think I speak very much be3rond the 
mark. 

54. Are there any special reasons which occur to you why the circumference 
of the liberty should be given in this case, which do not apply to. any either 
borough? — None at all ; certainly none. I will, with permission of the Com- 
mittee, read what the Mayor of Youghall writes to me on this subject, in his 
letter dated the l6th February last, the letter of which I have already read 
part to the Committee : 

" As you ask my private opinion, I freely give it. I do not think any incon- 
** venience would be experienced,. or discontent created, by confining the fran- 
" chise within the town and suburbs only; for, as I before stated, there are^ 
•* several respectable persons residing in the liberties who are registered free- 
" holders for the county, who most probably would not like to relin(][uish or 
" exchange that franchise for a minor one. Many of them so circumstanced. 
" are freemen of the corporation." 

[The witness continued :] I will also, with permission of the Committee, read^ 
a letter fr6m the Mayor of Sligo, which bears upon the same subject ; 

" It would add greatly to the respectability of the constituency of the town> 
" by including the whole of the line described by the Act of the 43d Geo. 3, 
" as the boundary-line, provided the right of voting will be limited to houses 
*^* valued at 10/. a year and upwards; but if houses and land in the same lease 
" paying 10/. a year would give a right of voting, it would be much better to 
" restrict the boundary to the confined circle, as it would establish a worse 
^ description of voters than the old 40s. freeholders: as the voter would not 
** require to have any profit arising out of his concern, the whole of the circle 
" would be covered with cabins, to which would be attached a small quantity' 
** of ground, to raise it to a nominal value of 10/., to establish a fictitious con- 
" stituency ; drawing around the town a circle of filth, poverty, disease and 
" discontent, for corrupt electioneering purposes." This is the opinion of the 
Mayor of Sligo. 

55. Do you know in how many of the boroughs that have liberties^ the limits^ 
of the liberties are annually perambulated, as they are in the case of Youghall ? — » 
I do not think that, of the boroughs I visited myself, there was any other. Wex- 
ford used to be perambulated, but they have discontinued it for the last 12 or 
14 years. Of the towns I visited myself, I doubt whether there was any other 
regularly perambulated. Portarlington was not, and Carlow I think was not. 

56. Have you drawn a description of this enlarged boundary ? — I sketched 
out a description which I meant to send down to Youghall. 

57. Then you have not sent it yet? — I sent it to a friend who is at Clonmel, 
requesting him to go to Youghall and see whether it would do or not. The day 
after I had sent it, however, I heard of the appointment of this Committee, 
and therefore wrote to my friend not to go until. I knew the decision of the 
Committee, but I do not yet know whether my second letter arrived in time to 
stop him. 

58. I think part of the object of the enlarged boundary was to provide for 
the possible extension of the town on the new road from Cork ? — That was Sir 
John Newport*s desire. 

59. Is this the new proposed boundary that you say you sent to Youghall ? — 
[A Plan was here showfi to the witness.] — ^Yes, this is what I drew out, and 
which I sent to the friend I mentioned, who is Captain Wilson, of the Royal 
Ehgineei-s, stationed at Clonmel. The following is a copy of explanation that 
I sent with the Plan : 

" The new Cork road to be the boundary to the south of the town, from the 
" point (Z), where it leaves the sea-coast, to the spot where it is met by a bye- 
" road that runs over the hill, and joins another road that comes oiit of the 
*' centre of the town, and passes by Mr. Flyn's j if the point of junction (D) is 

" not 
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«• not sUfilcfetttly defined by this description^ it must be fixed by measuring Captmn Gipps. 

:"** eitiier from Mr. Wyti^s house or from the sptot where it quits the road that 

" runs along the brow of the hill from Dr. Weyriian's to the dispensary. From 9 June 183a. 
^ the point (D) we must get in some way to the old Cork road, at any conve- 

•** nient distance say from 500 yards to 1,000 beyond the barracks ; Uie point 
** to be fixed, if necessary, by measurement from the entrance to the barracks 
^< OF from the ordnance boundary stone, if there be any on the road. A straight 
•* line fiwn (D) to the old Cork road would perhaps be the best that could be 
** drawn, unless any serious obstacles intervene. We next want points on the 
" Mount Uniacke and on the Waterford roads, and these must be taken some- 
•' what farther advanced than the points (O) and (S) are at present. I would 

. « say not less than 200 or SOO yards, or more than 500 or 6OO, beyond the 
" present positions of (O) and (S)/' 

I added the following remarks - to assist Captain Wilson in laying out the 
boundary: 

^M am very doubtful about the correctness of the road which I have marked 
•* with the letters (in red ink) (A), (B), (C), (D), that is, the road running 
** over the hill ; if it exist it will probably answer our purpose, but if it be not 
'* suitable, or if it be not existing, then we must do the best we can. Straight 
** lines from one point to another are to be preferred when they can be drawn, that 
** is to say, when the two points are visible from each other. Town-land boun- 
** daries may be adopted if they are otherwise suitable and well known, but in 
*' general we have made very little use of them, unless in places where they have 
** been fixed by the Irish survey. The points on the new Cork road may, if re- 
** quired, be fixed by measurement from the toll-board, but in such case the 
** measurement must be carried along the centre of it, that is, the centre of the 
*^ carriage-way. Query : Will the point (Z) be sufficiently defined by calling 
** it the point where the new Cork road quits the sea-shore r If not, it must 
•* be fixed by measurement from the toll-board.** > 

60. Is there any peculiarity in the circumstances of the two boroughs Dun- 
garvan and Mallow, with regard to the right of voting ?— There is a pecu-: 
liarity which I pointed out in my Report under the head of Class 4, Table (D). 

'* This table contains twO places which were formerly corporate towns, but 
** in which the corporations are extinct and the charters fallen into disuse, 
•* the elective franchise having been transferred in some irregular manner (not 
•* sufficiently accounted for) to the freeholders within the limits of the manors 
** in which the towns are situate. In one of these towns TDungarvan) the 
** 51. householders of the town share the elective franchise with the freeholders 
** of the manor ; but in the other (Mallow) they do not. As there is no cor- 
•* porate magistrate, there is of course no limit of corporate jurisdiction j but 
" there are limits of elective franchise, viz. the limits of the manor j it became 
** therefore doubtful with the Commissioners whether they could consistently 
•* with their instructions recommend any curtailment of these limits, and it 
^' may seem perhaps at first sight that they ought to be left in the same state 
*• as the boroughs of the last-mentioned class. There is, however, a consider- 
*• able difierence between them, which I will endeavour to explain. In the 
" boroughs of the third class the right of election is in the householders or 
** 5 /. occupiers, who do not as such vote at elections for the county ; but in the 
** two boroughs of the fourth class the elective franchise is in the freeholders, 
** who vote also as such at elections for the county. A second difference, and 
" a very important one, is that the manors lie very unequally round the town, 
** so that a person living at the distance in one direction of several miles from 
** the town may possess a vote for it, whilst others living in the immediate 
** vicinity of the town do not possess a vote. 

" The Commissioners, therefore, in the uncertainty as to what might ulti- 
" mately be determined on with respect to these boroughs, proceeded, in the 
*• first instance, to ascertain their existing limits, and afterwards to draw 
•* boundaries round the towns themselves, in the same way as they have done 
** round the corporate boroughs, on the supposition that they were places t6 
-«< which their instructions did not entirely reach ; and that it might very 
*• probably be ultimately determined to reduce these boroughs, which have 
(535. 'A 4 ' " been 
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Captain Gipps. *^ been Since the decay of their corporate bodies in so anomalous a state^ to the 

« same condition in which the boroughs which have retained their corporate 

9 June 1832. «< rights will be placed by the Reform Bill.'* 

61. Are there any doubts as to the existing boundaries of the manor of Dun- 

farvan ? — We have taken great trouble to ascertain them, but I cannot say we 
ave done so correctly. I have letters here on the subject, from which I will 
read some extracts*} they are from Mr. Jones, a gentleman belonging to Mr. 
Griffiths' department, which is the department for ascertaining boundaries 
under the Irish Survev Act; and by two or three of the letters, or extracts 
from the letters, I shall show the nature of the difficulties that were experi- 
enced in ascertaining the extent of the manor of Dungarvan. One letter is 
dated January the 6th, 1832. 

{ThefoUomng letter was then put in^ and read as follows ;] 

" Dear Sir: I have just received your List of Queries, which shall be 
^* answered as soon as possible. There is the greatest difference of opinion 
*^ existing as to the boundaries of the manor. In truth there are scarcely two 
'^ persons that I have met with (and I have spoken to many on the subject) 
^^ who agree as to the townlands which comprise it ; and in consequence I am 
" of opinion it would not only be desirable, but actually necessary^ to inspect 
" the registnr-books, which lie in the office of the clerk of the peace in Water- 
*' ford. A Mr. Delambre is deputy-clerk, and would let me see the books on 
*' getting an order from Mr. Stanley. I should be glad to hear from you on 
** this head with as little delay as possible. 

'* As to the making an actual survey of the manor, which I first proposed 
'^ doing, it is quite out of my power ; you must therefore be satisfied with 
'^ a tolerable sketch. I have procured some maps, which will enable me to 
" give you a pretty good trace of the portion of the manor east of Dungarvan ; 
'* but the western side I must only make as accurate as I can, having th^ 
'* county map as the basis of my sketch of that portion.'* 

62. Are vou aware that boundaries of the manor had been the subject of dis- 
cussion ben)re at least one Election Committee, in the Irish Parliament ?— 
I was not aware of that circumstance. This is a subsequent letter from the 
same gentleman, dated three weeks later ; he says : 

" Every day produces new difficulties in ascertaining the correct boundaries j 
" in fact I think there are many persons here who, under the mask of giving 
'^ me information on the boundaries, are endeavouring either to mislead or to 
*^ puzzle me. I am sorry to be obliged to make this assertion, but from the 
^* different opinions which I find amongst gentlemen on the subject, I am led to 
*< believe that some, from political motives, do not choose to let me into the 
" true state of the cas^.** 

63. Do you conceive that the 5 L householders on the whole manor of Dun- 
garvan have now a right to vote ? — Certainly not. 

64. Within what limits are the 51. householders entitled to vote? — The town 
alone ; and in case of a question arising as to what is comprehended within 
the town, I know not how it could be decided, unless by the seneschal. 

65. But the seneschal is no officer of the town, he is the officer of the manor, 
and therefore how can he make that distinction ? — He is the retuming-officer ; 
and I suppose that no other person is likely to interfere, in the event of ques- 
tions arising as to 5/. occupants being entitled to vote. I am aware of no other 
authority than that of the retuming-officer or his assessor. 

66. Upon what information do you ground the opinion you have given, 
that the right of 5 /. householders is confined to the town, and does not extend 
to the manor? — From the information that I could gather on the spot, I con- 
cluded that to be the case ; there appears no difference of opinion on the 
subject. I will read a letter from the clerk of the peace : 

" I have had the honour of receiving your letter of the 18th instant, 
** calling on me to furnish you with a return of the number of freeholders regis- 
•* tered within the manor of Dungarvan, and also a return of all the inhabitants 
•• of Dungarvan who are qualified to vote as 5 1, householders. 

** To 
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«* To the first of these queries I find no diflficultj in making the return Captain Gipps. 

** which you will find at the other side, and which I have made out as nearly as 

** I could to the actual number. I have excluded such as I knew to be dead, and 9 J«ne 183a. 
" such whose registries have lapsed, either by the lapse of the life in their lease 
" or by time, but among these I give it is also probable that many are dead of 
/* which I cannot possibly have any knowledge. With respect to the 5/. 
" householders, it is to me a case of great difficulty to give you anything like 
" a certain return of tiie number now actually capable of voting, for the foUow- 
^V ing. reasons : the greatest number of those persons who appear on my books 
'<< to be registered as 5 /• householders are also registered as freeholders, and 
^* I would find it impossible to ascertain which of them are so doubly regis- 
** tered ; and also, that the registry of a 5 /. householder, provided he resides 
<< in the same house, continues in force during his life. Without a very inti- 
" mate knowledge of the town of Dungarvan it would be impossible for me to 
" say how many householders are registered who are not registered as free- 
" holders, but my opinion is that there are not 200 now existing so situated. 

" 50/. freeholders, 3L Can vote for the county of Waterford and borough 
•* of Dungarvan. 

" 20 /. freeholders, 43. Can also vote for both county and borough. 

" 10 /. freeholders, 10. Vote for county, alone. 

** 4fOs. freeholders, 597* Vote for the borough alone. 
. " 51. householders, in my opinion, will not amount to 200, exclusive of such 
," as are included in the above freeholders." 

/ Here are questions which I sent to Mr. Jones, whep he went to lismore 
Castle for the purpose of obtaining information from Colonel Currie, the 
Duke of Devonshire's agent. The answers were given under Colonel Currie's 
direction. One question is : ^^ Is there any document at Lismore Castle to 
V show how the freeholders of the manor came to vote in conjunction with the 
" inhabitants of the town, and the time when they began first so to vote ?" This 
is the answer : ^^ The time that the freeholders of the borough first l^egan to vote 
" with the inhabitants of the town is not known, but there is a poll-book at 
" Lismore, dated 1750, which shows that the freeholders and thfB potwallopers, 
" ^a name given to the inhabitants of the town to distingwish them from the 
" freeholders,) then voted together ; and from time out of mind the right of 
** voting seems to have been exercised by them in conjunction. An Act of 
<< Farlii^ent, 35 of Geo. 3, did nothing mor^ •than r^ul^te the franchise, that 
** is, it raised the potwalloping qualification to 5 /.'* 

John Dillon CroJcer^ Esq. called in ; and Examined. 

67. ARE you a very extensive proprietor within the borough of Mallow? — John Dillon Croker^ 
I am heir to a large portion of tne borough of Mallow. I nave part of the Ksq. 
estate at present in my own hands. ""^ 

68. Wnat quantity of land are you heir to in the borough ? — I cannot say 
exactly, but I believe over 1,000 acres. 

69* Have you seen the new limits which are proposed for the thorough of 
Mallow ? — I have. 

. 70. Would the entire of that land be excluded from the right of voting 
within the borough, if those limits be adopted ? — The entire. 

71- Have those limits been approved or disapproved of generally within the 
manor?— Disapproved, as far as I can learn j they were not generally known . 
when I was there, and from what I have heard since, they were very much 
disapproved of. 

72. Are there not a great number of houses of a very respectable class im* 
mediately close to the boundaries, which will be excluded? — Yes, a number, 
according to the map I have seen since I came to town. 
. 73. Do you think that in general the present voters of the manor are more 
anxious to retain their votes for the manor or to be transferred to the county, 
presuming that they will not have continued to them the double right of voting 
Doth for the county and the manor ? — I believe they would prefer the vote in 
the manor to the county in general, but at present we have the double right of 
vpting under the one registry, except the 405. freeholders. 

7^*- Could a 10 /. freeholder, registered as such, vote for the borough? — No. 
^35. B 75. Then 
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Joku Dillon Croker, 75. Then a 10£ freeholder must register as a 40«. freeholder, pt'ovtcled'he 
^ cannot do so as a 20 /. freeholder?— He must. 

76. But a 10 /. freeholder might register for a b<MX>ugh as a 40^. freeholder, 

9 June 1832. ^^^ j^ j.jgjjj^ ^f jl^g ^j^g property register as a 10 ^ freeholder for the comity ? 
— He could at present, if he had a 10/. interest in it. 

77. Would you, as an individual possessing a large property within thef 
borough, wish the entire of your property to remain in the manor, tlMreby 
losing your vote for the county ; or would you prefer that property to be paiUy 
in the county and partly in the manor?—! would prefiar it to be partly ift the 
county and partly in the manor. 

78. Why^ — In the first place I can conceive that it may not be for the good 
of a new constituency to take the entire of the outd^irts in. 

79. Are not there two denoopnationa of Upper and the L^mer Quatter 
Towft?— Yes. 

80l What does Ae Upper Quarter Town join?— Gurtnegragy. 

81. Is Upper Quarter Town within the limits of the present n^uior? — It 1%' 
the entire ot it ; and so is Gurtnegragy, the part of what is marked on that 
map* 

82. Do you know the boundaries of the parish of Mallow?— I do generally, 
but not accurately. 

83. Is there any tract of land in the parish, but not in the manor, to the 
north of the Blackwater? — Yes, I think there is. 

84. Do you find that part of the parish is placed on this map ?— No, it ia 
not. 

85. Then there is a considerable portion of the parish outside the manor, 
which is not in the map ? — There is a part, I think. 

86% Do you know the quality of the land which composes the extreme part 
of the manor? — In general the quality of the land is not good. That of Mr. 
Hawaii's property is not good. The Upper Quarter Town, just near the nM«n- 
tain and Gurtnegragy, is not good land. 

87* Is not there a mountain marked on the map here, called Knockarora, 
lying to the south of the Blackwater, within the parish but not in the maner ? 
— ^There isj I believe it is in the parish. 

88. Which would be within the boundaries of the parish which are place* 
on the map ? — ^Yes. There are none of the lands of Upper Quarter Town in tfie 
parish of Mallow hear Gurtnegragy. 

89- To what parish do they belong? — ^They belong to the parish oi Mom- 
nably. 

90. And yet they are in the manor ? — And vet they are in the manor. 

91. Have you any plan to suggest by which, as you conceive, a most inde 
pendent and respectable constituency would be obtained for the borough ?— 
1 have been turning it in my thoughts, and it struck me that not less than a 
mile Irish measure frcnn the church would take in some of the most respectable, 
those who had before the first interests in tlie manor ; for instance, it would* 
take in the mansion-house and part of the demesne of my fiither ; it would 
exactly take in at the other extreme the residence of Mr. Noble Seward, and 
also, I should think, 23 or 24 respectable persons residing now within that 
circle, but without the limits that are markea out. 

92. Have you any other ground for taking that survey except for ihe conve- 
nience of including a re^ctable constituency; does it not exclude a consi- 
derable part of what is now in the manor, and does it not also include a 
considerable part not in the manor ? — I was going to ^dd, I should have recom- 
mended the 50/. and 20/. freeholders at present in the manor ; I have heard it 
suggested that their votes should be continued to them in the manor ; but in 
taking in this it would include a number of respectable persons at present 
excluded, which I think would be of great benefit j for in a few years, when^ 
the number of 40^. freeholders whose right to vote is reserved for life die- 
ctf, the constituency of Mallow would not be above one half of what it is at 
present. 

93. Do you think it would be an improvementy or do you think it desirable 
the manor should be left as it is ; or would you prefisr the plan which you have 
suggested ? — I certainly think the taking in the 10 /. householders would* 
be a better constituency than the 40^. freeholders, provided the limits are 
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94. I am ^Amg you as to the boundairies 2—1 think the old would be better Jokn l>rton Croker, 
than the new» if there waa a choice between the old and the proposed. ^q- 

95. Do we understand you that you would prefer the old limits of the '^ 

borough^ if by adhering to these old limits you were to lose your rote for the 9^^"^ 183a. 
county, rather^bao to propcxie limits, if by the propose limits you were to, bate 

reaerveid to yoa both your riffiit of voting for the county and ror the borottfth? 
— By the proposed limita I shall be excluded from the borougfay except f<M* fife. 

96. Your property would be taken out of the limits, but your ri^t woukl be 
preserved ae kmg^ as you possessed the property, that is, for your life ; or would 
you prefer retaining for your life a double vote, and taking Uie boundaries, pro^ 
posed by the Beforn BtU, or adhering to the present Imits of the manor of 
Af allow, and at once losing the vote you now possess for the county I — I think 
if I waa ta ioae ekher, I ^loiild rather lose the vote for the county. 

97- You are aware that the conatitiHm^ in the towns consist of !(>/. house- 
holders possessed of a house and land, being together of the value of 10/1, with-^ 
out reference to the period for which they may be possessed of tliem^ what 
would be the effect up<m the constituency of the manor of Mallow if you were 
to leave the whole extent of the manor and adopt that coastxtuency ?^I t^iiak 
the effect would be the subdivision of almost all tlie property abont, to make free- 
faoMers or holders of property of 10/., and in the end it would be very injurious. 

98. If there were to be a constituency of the town^ would you not think it 
desirable to draw the limit of the future borough as closely as possible round 
the space which is occupied by houses ? — I think that is a thing that can never 
occur in the distance that I proposed of about an Irish mile ; for that part is 
chiefly composed of gentlemen's domains, that cannot and will not, I am sure, 
be subdivided for that purpose } I think it would not have that effect by giving 
it one Irish mile. 

99* But with that constituency you would not recommend the adhering to 
the whole extent of the present boundaries of the borough of Mallow? — No, 
I would not, though my family would have the very first interest in the manor, 
by subdividing the property, ultimately. 

100. What objection do you take to the Hne which is proposed, in point of 
principle, to the line which is proposed by the Boundary Bill? — I think it 
exduoea a number of those who have a vote in tlie town of Mattow,^ and for 
two reasons : first, that they are the most respectable persons that live outside 
this boundary, and I think would counteract low 10/. householders in Ballida- 
faeen, which is now to be included in the new boundary ; secondly, it would 
make the constituency more respectable and more independent 

101. From what you know of^the description of persons who would be within 
the boundaries as proposed in the Bill, what description of people do you think 
they would be? — 1 raink that there are many of those 10/. householders that 
may be corrupt, so that no man would be very comfortable who was to be re- 
turned by them. 

102. Within the proposed boundary, is there anything excluded which can 
fairly be considered as part of the town or suburbs ? — As to the suburbs, I con- 
ceive Captain Davis's, and he is excluded, and there are two or tliree houses 
adjoining Captain Davis's : Mr. FurcelPs is one. 

103. Are Mr. PurcelPs and Captain Davis's country houses and freehold 
property ? — They are freehold property, I believe, and they are certainly in the 
country, but adjoining the town. 

104. What is the space between Captain Davis's and the nearest house' in the 
first street of the town ?: — I should think Captain Davis's is not above a quarter' 
of a mile English, and perhaps not quite so much. 

Id5. From your knowledge of the town of Mallow are ^ou able to state what 
would be the probable constituency of the proposed limit?— I do not think 
there would be of 10 /. houses in the town of Mallow, certainly not over 200. 

106. What number of 10/. houses do you think the whole manor would give, 
exclusive of the 200 of the town ? — I do not think the whole manor would 
give of 10/. houses over 50 in addition. I cannot speak accurately. 

107* In estimating this number of 10/. householders in the manor, do you 
include the persons who might under the Bill have a vote as householders, with 
the addition of any lands and outhouses ? — If each person who had a house and 
land equal to 10/. in it had a vote, I think they would be over the present 
number of freeholders in the manor. 

635. 108. Do 
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Juhn Dillon Ctoker^ .108. Do you apprehend that the introduction of that low class of consti- 
*^^* . tuency over a large agricultural district would diminish the respectability of the 
"" voters ? — I should not be glad to see it 

9 June 1 83a, jog^ What addition to the electors would be made, in your opinion, sap- 

posing the proposition made by you, of adopting the mile, was carried intt> 
effect ? — I looked at a small map, and I reckoned that at present there are but 
26 respectable ones, in addition to those of the proposed boundary; but also 
I have to say, that, in the outlets of the town, land now lets as high as 5/. or 6/. 
per acre for building, and the buildings are increasing every year round the 
town. 

110. You mean to say by that, that the constituency as at present would be 
increased 25, and in course of time it would increase ? — Yes. 

111. Do you think the rural population would be more corrupt than the 
town population ? — They are bad enough as it is, and it would, 1 fear, only 
increase the evil. 

112. Do vou think it would be worse ? — I think the 10/. (taking in the whole 
of the rural voters) would be worse, for they would not be so respectable, 
taking the average in general. 

1 13. Then I understand you, that your great objection in taking in the whole 
of the manor is, that it would operate to subdivide land in such a degree that 
it would be very injurious ? — Certainly I do think it would be very injurious. 
I have seen enough of the ill eflfects of that before in our country. 



Jovis^ 19^ die Jvlii^ 1832. 
THE RIGHT HON. E. G. STANLEY, IN THE CHAIR. 



Mr. John Hudson^ called ; and Examined, 



l^r. John Hudson. H"*- ARE you the Sencschal of the manor of Dungarvap?— I am. ., 

115. In that capacity are you the returning officer? — X am. 

;p Ju'y 183a. 116. Are you the person who has to judge as to the right of voting of the 

persons who present themselves to vote ? — I conceive so. 

117. Has that right, on your part, ever been disputed? — Never. 

118. In whom do you conceive the right of voting for the borough of Dun- 
garvan is vested ? — I conceive it is vested in persons occupying houses pf the 
yearly value of 5 /., and in freeholders. 

H9. As low as 40^. freeholders ? — Yes. 

120. Do you know of any distinction being drawn between the inhabitants of 
the town, and the inhabitants of the manor at large ? — I do not. 

121. If a person tendered his vote to you as a 5/. householder, resident 
within any part of the manor, should you feel yourself bound to admit it ?— 
I should. 

122. In point of fact, have you ever admitted such persons? — I cannot say 
in point or fact I have ; I cannot bring to my recollection any particular 
instance. 

128. And can you bring to your recollection ever having refused such a per- 
son ?— By wo itaeans. 

124. Do you consider the Abbey-side to be part of the town of Dungarvan? 
— The Abbey-side is divided from the town of Dungarvan by the river Col- 
legen, over which the inhabitants of Dungarvan have to pass by a bridge. With 
inspect t6 my opinion as to their composing a part of the town of Dungarvan,^ 
it appears to me that the inhabitants of Abbey ^side have an equal right to vote 
for the borough and manor of Dungarvan as the people living on the Dungarvan 
side of the river. 

125. What local rates are levied in thq town or manor of Dungarvan? — 
Church and county rates. 

126. Are they levied indiscriminately upon the inhabitants of the town and 
|he manor at large ? — They are, so far as relates to the parish ; there is a por- 
tion of the n^anor of Dungarvan that extends to other parishes. 

m. Is 
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127. Is there any rate for lighting and watching the town of Dungarvan? Mt.John Hudson. 
— ^No. • ' 

128* Are there boundaries, which are well known and recognized, that sepa- 19 J^y i^d^- 
rate the town from the manor of Dungarvan ? — ^Yes, as the question relates to 
the county rates affecting the town^ there are. 

129. Do those boundsuies include Abbey-side or not? — The town of Dun- 
garvan is rated in proportion to the extent of seven plough lands and a half; 
and Abbey-side does not compose a portion of what is considered to be those 
seven plough lands and a hair. 

130. Then Abbey-side, for the purpose of this assessment, is not considered as 
a part of the town of Dungarvan ? — No. 

ISl. If there was any distinction with regard to the elective franchise 
between the householders of the town and the freeholders of the manor, the 
householders of Abbey-side would not be entitled to vote? — I do not conceive 
there is any distinction. 

13^ Supposing there was a distinction between the town and the manor, the 
householders of Abbey-side would not be entitled to vote ? — According to the 
view of the case as I nave given it in my previous answer, Dungarvan is rated 
in itself, subject to the payment <^ a proportion of county charge equal to an 
extent of seven plough lands and a half Abbey-side is a dis^nct thing ; there- 
fore, if the distinction was to be formed upon the principle of the county charge 
affecting the town of Dungarvan in itself, on that principle^ if sudi was to be 
the case, then in that case Abbey-side would be excluded. 

133. Is there anv distinction between the jurisdiction which is exercised 
over the town and that which is exercbed over the manor? — ^No. 

134. Are you the seneschal of tiie manor?— I am. 

135. As seneschal of the manor do you exercise jurisdiction over the town, 
and are there any persons who exercise jurisdiction over the town who have no 
jurisdiction over the manor ? — There are not. 

136. Then in point of fact, except as to parochial assessment, you know 
of no distinction drawn between the one part of tiie manor and the other ? — 
I do not. 

IS7. Are you aware the right of voting, for the manor of Dungarvan has 
been the subject of discussion in the Insfi Parliament? — I cannot say I am 
aware of it. 

138. You are not aware of any decbion having been come to on that subject? 
— I am not. 

139. And if a voter was to present himself before you as a 5/. householder, 
in ibe exercise of your authonty you would feel yourself bound to admit him, 
even if he were not a freeholder } — Certainly. 

140. In any part of the manor ? — No matter from what part of the manor he 
came. ; 

141. Can you at all account why there are not these 51. householders regis- 
tered for this ^rt of the manor of Dungarvan ? — I think I can. 

142. Hav6 you ever registered any person who was a 5t householder, who 
resttded out of the town ? — I am not the officer whose duty it is to maJce such 
registers. 

149. Have you admittefd any person to vote as a householder, residing in 
Abbey-side, atid Hot in the town ot Dungarvan? — I am not prepared to say that 
I have or have not, because it was not for me to know where diey resided 
exdeptin^ an objection was made. 

144. Take this map, and teU the Committee, according to the best of your 
knowledge, whether these are the boundaries of the manor of Dutf^rvan ? — 
I have it iiol in my power to describe the boundaries of the manor 01 Dungar- 
iran, I know nothing of the boundaries of the manor of Dungarvan but from 
repute ; a difference of opinion has existed with respect to the boundaries of the 
manor of Dungltrvan, which I am not conipetent to decide updn. 

145. Is there ally part of the lands there described as being part of the 
manor of Dungarvan that you would hesitate in issuing a writ against any 
^person lihder the decree of your court ?— There is not. • 

146. You are not a magistrate of the county? — I am not. 
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Captain O.Gipp«. Captain George Gipps^ again called in j and Examined. 

iQ July 1832. ^*7- DO you wish to give any explanation with regard to any communica- 

tion which led you to believe that there was a distinction made with regard to 
the right of voting of the 51. hqqseholders of the town and of the manor? — 
I wish to state that, I have written to my co-commissioner, Mr. Duffey, who is 
at present in Ireland, at Kilkenny, to know if he could explain how the mis- 
take arose ; in answer to which I have received from him this day a letter, 
which I hold in my hand, in which he says, •* I am quite certain (mentioning 
the authorities of Dungarvan,) 1 am quite certain they told us it was confined 
to. the town.? I bav^ nothipg further to say. 

Mr. John Htidson, recalled ; and Examined. 

Mr. Jo/ifi Hudson. 148. IT has been stated by one of the Commissioners who was sent to in- 

quire into the boundaries of the town of Dungarvan, that from the information 

he there received he was led to believe that the right of voting of the 6 /. 
householders was confined to those who were within the limits rf the town ; 
can you explain how that misrepresentation could have arisen r — When Mr. 
Duffey and his co-commissioner came to Dungarvan, I believe b« himded to 
mo an official letter from Mr. Stanley, requiring me to give him every informa- 
tion in my power, as the seneschal of Dungarvan ; I did so ; and in the course 
of my conversation with Captain Gipps^ it is not impossible that I might haV^ 
said, I do not say I did so, but it is not impossible but I might have said to 
Captain Gipps generally, that the 5 L householders were confined to the town> 
never for a moment intending to convey, nor do I suppose I could have con- 
veyed the idea, by saying that they were confined to the town, that they were 
precluded from the other parts of the manor. 

\i9' Your meaning then in giving that information would be, that particu* 
larly no persons voted as 57. householders, except those that resided within the 
town ? — Generally. 

150. By the others chiefly voting as 40 8. freeholders, you do not mean to 
convey the impression of allowing the freeholders, and excepting the 51. house-^ 
holders from coming in from any part of the manor f — Certainly not ; the reason 
I said the qualification of a householder is that he resides in a house of the 
yearly value of 5/., and in general the occupiers of such houses are confined to 
the town. Persons residing in remote parts of the manor in general do not 
occupy houses of the yearly value of 5/., and even although they may, it would 
be their interest to come in as freeholders had they a freehold interest, by which 
means they should have a double vote. 

Mr. Thomas John, called in ; and Examined. 

Mr. Thomas John. 151. ARE you acquainted with the town of Youghall ?— I am. 

152. Have you the plan as drawn by the Commissioners? — I have. 

153. Will you look at it near where tiie red line is drawn, and tell me whether 
that comprehends the whole of the present town ? — It does. 

154. Are there any local Acts which make any distinction between the town 
of Youghall and the surrounding country ? — ^There is an Act of Parliament for 
lighting and cleansing the town, adopted within the town, to which the coimtry 
do not contribute anything towards the expense of, and it costs 6OO L a year 
for lighting and cleansing the town. 

155. Are you certain that the Lighting Act is a local Act, or tiiat the town 
of Youghall has brought into operation the general Lighting Act ? - ^The general 
LightingAct is adopted within the town. 

156. The general Lighting Act does not describe any defined limits within 
which it is intended to apply? — No, that is by the vote of the inhabitants. 

157. What persons have a right to vote on that subject ?— Occupiers of houses 
of the value of 5 /. a year. 

158. Within what umits? — Within the proposed boundaries ; if you were to 
light other persons, they would be assessed. 

159- If you wished to extend the operation of the Lighting Act either north 
or south, beyond the existing town, you would only have to take the votes of 
those persons who are to be subjected to it ? — You must by public advertise- 
ments 
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ments take the votes of those persons in conjunction with the votes of the Mr. Tiwma$ John. 
town. — — 

16a Is that Act partially carried into effect beyond the old walls of the 19 J^y 183a. 
town ? — It is» north and south. ' 

161. Are there any circumstances that lead you to believe that the town of 
YoQghall is likely to extend in those two directions, either towards the Water- 
ford Bridge, or along the new Cork road ? — The town of Youghall has only two 
places to extend in, that is either north or south. 

162* Do you think it likely that the town will extend up the brow pf the hill 
at the foot of which it stands, beyond the present line of direction? — I do not 
think it likely. 

163. Do you think it desirable to extend the limits from beyond that line to 
take in an extensive district of country, and add to the constituency of the 
town ? — I do not- 

1&^. You would therefore draw the line as closely as possible to the town on 
the western side, but extending it rather beyoiul the. limits now proposed by the 
Commissioners north and south ? — Yes. 

165. Are you acquainted with tlie house called Eustace's Folly ? — I am. 

166. Is that considerably beyond the present limits of the town? — Half a 
mile. 

167. Would you consider the cross-road that comes down in the main Water- 
ford road, just beyond Eustace's FoUy, would be a sufficient extension in that 
direction ? — I think it would. 

168. Now turn to the other side of the plan, and look at the point whefe the 
new Cork road leaves the sea-shore ? — I see it. 

169* Has the town extended in that direction, or is it likely to extend 
beyond that point ? — 1 do not think it is. 

170. Do you think, if that point was taken as the extreme line of boundary 
on the south side, it would include as much land as is likely to be built upon 
for a very considerable period of time ? — I am convinced of it. 

171. Do you know the situation of the house of Mr. Flynn? — I do. 

172. Is that out of the present limits of the town r — It is. 

173. Are there any houses beyond that, in that direction, which would serve 
to increase the constituency of the town if they were included ? — Going half 
a mile further, there would be one house. 

174. Do you think that there is an> probability of houses beins built along 
the present Cork road, beyond the point at which it leaves the seaT — I do not. 

175. What description of land is it on the part towards the south, after you 
leave the sea ? — The lower is turf-bogs. 

176. Can you tell us what amount of contribution you think the people re- 
siding without the walls ot the town pay to the municipal taxes of the town ? — 
There is not 20/. paid towards the townj I think not 10/.; and I doubt 
whether 5/. 

177- You have a fever hospital at Youghall ? — Yes. 

178. What amount is contributed by the inhabitants of the town towards 
that fever hospital? — About 1 60/. within the town. 

179. When you say the town, what do you mean? — I mean within the 
boundaries marked out by the Commissioners. 

180. Do you find any sums contributed by people without the town to the 
fever hospital ? — There are a few, very few mdeed ; 1 believe about 4/. 

181. Supposing a line to be drawn from the point at which the new Cork 
road leaves the set over to the cross line, to the point of Mr. Flynn^s house, 
and from thence as near as possible in a straight line, coming down on the sea- 
shore beyond Eustace's Folly ; would that include land not likely to be built 
upon for a considerable period? — You will not see it built upon for centuries. 

182. What is the nature of the country east that line, and the outer line now 
drawn on the plan ? — AH farm ground, amble and pasture land. 

183. Containing few, if any, qualifying tenants? — But four or five on the 
whole of it. 

184. Should you see any objection to extending the boimdaries to the cross 
road which you may see running north and south, and falling into the new Cork 
road ? — I think that the new line to start from the southern point on VJi road to 
the west of the brook contains about 230 acres, and 1 do not see how the con- 
stituency of the town would be benefited by taking a greater quantity of land. 

635. C 2 185. When 
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Mr. Thomas John. tS5. When vou say 230 acres, do you mean that indudes «30 acre^ of lafid 

'~^"~"~" not at present built on within the town ? — 1 do. 

19 July 1832. jgg Generally speaking, would you think it desirable to confltfe^ l^ie boun- 
daries of towns in Ireland §olely to the towns, or to extend it to the coantry 
about them, in reference to tlie description of constituency that they would 
have ?-^I think, generally speaking, towns of the description of Touglmll, that 
have mercantile interests to protect, should be confined within the certain 
limits of the town, and not to have the county interfering with it« 

187* Are you not guided a good deal in the opinion you have nOw given by 
the number of constituents contained within the town, wherever situated? — No, 
I cannot exactly say I am. 

188. Are you of that opinion, if there were but fifty 10 L househotdeKS in the 
town of Youghall, that that would be sufficient ?— No, certainly not. 

189. About how many 10/. houses are there ? — I think from 350 to 40a 

190. Tou state in this case that a further extension of the boundaries would 
not add to the constituency ? — I cannot say that it would not benefit the con- 
stituency, I think. 

191* 1)0 you think it would add to the constituency? — I do. 

192. What class of constituents would it add?— I cannot answer that; that 
depends on how the county would be divided, and whether there would not be 
a creation of votes ? 

199. What number do you think would be added, taking the number of 
houses as existing on the land, and divided as it now is ? — At present not more 
than four or five 10/. householders. 

194. You do not think that there is any probability of this groilind being 
built on, unless it be for the purpose of manufacturing votes ? — Certainly I 
do not 



LufiiB, 23^ die JuUi, 1832. 
EDWARD JOHN LITTLETON, ESQ. in the chair. 



Mr. Robert De la Cour^ called in \ and Examined. 

Mr. 195. ARE you well acquainted with the situation of the town and manor of 

Robert De la Coun Mallow ? — Very well. 
"""*"" 196. And with the neighbourhood? — Yes. 

23 July 1833. jgj^ Have you before you a map containing the limits of the manor and 

the boundaries, as proposed by the Commissioners under the Reform Bill r — 
I have. 

198. Do you consider it desirable, for introducing a new constituency under 
the Reform Bill, that the whole of the manor of Mallow should be included 
within the boundaries ? — I should not think it desirable to include the whole of 
the manor, because I think that would be liable to the creation of fictitious 
voters, but I think the limits as marked out by the Commissioners are too 
restricted. 

199* Are you aware that the general principle by which the Commissioners 
have acted with regard to all the boroughs in Ireland, is to draw the limits as 
dose as possible around those portions connected with the town ? — I am. 

200. Does it appear to you that the Commissioners have excluded frojn. 
the town of Mallow any portion which may be fairly so included r — Not of the 
inhabitants ; I do not think it excludes the inhabitants of the town, but it ex- 
cludes a great tnahy of the respectable inhabitants of the vicinage. 

201. Do you not know that the proposed boundaries go even beyond that of 
the existing manor, inasmuch as it takes in the village of Ballydaheen ? — It 
does. 

202. That is not part of the manor of Mallow ?— No. 

203. In what direction should you recommend any further extension to be 
made, an4»upon what should you ground that recommendation ?— On consider- 
ing the subject after I received the summons from this Committee, it occurred 
to me that the most impartial boundary that could be suggested would be by a 

circle 
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deck extending perhaps the distance of one Irish mile from one given point Mr. 

as centrical as could b^ and the church would be probably as centrical a point Robert Ih la Cour. 

as could be fixed upon ; and the reason that it appeared to me to be advisable ■ 

to recommend the extension of the houndary was this, that confining the con* ^3 ^^y ^^32- 

stituency, as recommended by the Commissioners, to so very restricted a por- 

tion» I think die candidate would be too much in the power and under the 

influence of the inhabitants; and it strikes me that to carry the principles of reform 

most effectuidly into operation, it would be advisable to protect the candidate 

fiom uncUie innuence on the jmrt of the electors as much as possible, and also 

to guard the electors agmnst any corrupt influence on the part of the candidate. 

^M. Have you any particular ground for taking the limits at one Irish mile ? 
— It sqppears to me that one Irish mile would include almost all the respectable 
residents within the Beighbourhood of Mallow } and by making that a circle 
in preference to a stnd^t line, it would be a more impartial course than by 
adopting anotbw, as it might be presumed by taking an irregular course by a 
stra^ht line, it might be supposed to be an object to give the franchise to 
those who did not possess it. 

205. What number of those would be included, and what additions made to 
the constituency, by extending it a mile circle? — I have endeavoured to form 
an estimate and I think the utmost extent would be from 60 to 100 additional 
voters. 

306. What would be the class of persons amounting from 60 to 100 ? — Of 
the most respectable class. I cannot answer as to any fictitious votes that 
might be created, but the neighbourhood of Mallow I consider to be peculiarly 
drcumstaaced in that respect. Mallow itself is not either a commercial or a 
manufacturing town, and the neighbourhood of Mallow is peculiarly circum- 
stanced with respect to the number and respectability of the inhabitants. 

907. Are vou aware that in the borough qualification in Ireland all persons 
are admitted io- vote who have a house and ground being together of the 
value of 10 Li and without reference to the tenure under which they hold it ? 
—I am. 

208» Do you not think that the addition of a considerable agricultural 
district ta the town would a£brd great facility for manufacturing fictitious 
votes ? — I think it might be the case in general ; but what would be included 
within the circle would consist principally of gentlemen^s manors, and I think 
it could not reasonably be calculated upon %at they would make fictitious 
voters on lands so circumstanced. 

309. Are you aware that persons occupying houses, who exercise the right of 
voting in the borough, lose thereby the right of voting which they may have in 
respect of the same propertjr for the county at large ?— I anu 

210. Do you consiaer it desirable that those voters should be taken out 
of the county and put upon the constituency of the town ? — I think it would 
be a greater object to the respectable inhabitants of Mallow to have votes for the 
borough than for the county ; I think it would be more desirable for them. 

211. Are there any natural boundaries by which you would mark the limits 
of the borough, supposing it were desirable to take one more extensive thaiv 
the Commissioners nave taken, without having the circle round the town ? — 
I think there are. 

212* Do you know Mr. Seward's house ? — Very well. 

213. Do you know the house occupied by Mr. O'Connc^, called Spring 
Mount? — Yes. 

214. Do you think a straight line might be easily drawn between the two }^^ 
Very easily. 

215. Do you know the Upper Quarter Town Mills ?— I do. 

216. Would there be any difficulty in taking a line from Mr. O'Connor's 
across to the Upper Quarter Town Mills, and froifn thence by Q^artertowlx 
House to K31etra House ?-*-None whatever; the objects are very dis^nct ; there 
could be no sort of doubt about it 

217. From Killetra to Beechmount, and from thence to that point where 
Mr. Barrett has lately built a garden wall, would there be any difficulty in 
drawing lines between those points? — I do not recollect the garden. I know 
the lands of Croaghanearla ; 1 think it might be very easily marked, and desig* 
nated from Beechmount. 

218. Do you know a small road- caWed ^ the Ballylought road, and the point 
635.4- C S where 
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Mr. where it is met by another small road which has branched off from the Carrig 

KobcHDe la Cour. road? — I do. 

219. Would there be any difficulty in canying a straight line between those 
23 July 1832- ^^^ points; between Barratt^s ground and the termination of that road? — 

Certainly not. 

220. From thence up along the road till it reaches the Carrig road is quite 
clear ? — Yes. 

221. From the termination of the small road where it meets the Carrig road 
across the lands of Carigoon, would there be any difficulty in having a line 
traced thence to the gate lodge of Eastley? — No. 

222. From that point up to Mr. Seward's house would also be easily traced? 
— ^Yes, quite easily traced; that terminates the border. 

223. Which do you think would be the most desirable boundary of the two, 
that or the circle of an Irish mile round the church ; do you think that the 
boundary should be drawn from Barratf s garden to the orchards on the lands of 
Ballyviniter? — The reason I prefer the circular boundary is simply becaust 
I think it would be a more impartial one ; it would afford less reason to suspect 
anything like a favouring any one individual. 

224. Either the circular boundary or the enlarged boundary which you have 
now suggested would let in a considerable space of agricultural district^ and a 
number of gentlemen's houses? — It would. 

225. And that would include within the town a new constituency ?— Some of 
the gentlemen may have holdings in the town, though I am not aware of it; 
I believe Major Russel has some holding in the town of Mallow. 

226. Do you not know that the extended line would include proprietors of 
property who would have the same interest in the prosperity of the town as 
those who reside in it? — I consider so, decidedly. 

227. Their principal dealings are connected with Mallow? — I think their 
prosperity, comfort and interest are materially connected with the interest of the 
town. Iperceive also that this boundaiy would include my own residence. 

228. Wnich boundary? — Either the circle or the line described before. 

229. Not the line described by the Commissioners ? — No, it would not give 
me the franchise } but I have a holding in the town of Mallow» and am entitled 

to vote. 

230. Do you think there would be any facility for making fictitious voters in 
adopting the circle you have recommended? — I think there would be to some 
extent, but not to any great extent. 

231. You have stated you think there would be an addition of upwards of 
60 voters by this extension j would they not be all independent voters, not 
under the influence of any particular proprietors ? — Yes ; and it is upon that 
principle that I think it would be desirable to extend the boundaries, because it 
would include a constituency very far above corrupt influence of any kind. 

232. And would not a portion of nearly every person's property now con- 
tained within the manor be included within that circle ?—C;ertainljr j there is 
a considerable manorial property, which I do not see is marked, which belongs 
to Mr. French, but that is too remote. 

233. Do you think this extension of the borough would give very great 
satisfaction to the people of the town ? — I do ; I think it would give great satis- 
faction to the people of the town, and would be particularly agreeable to the 
proprietors of that property which would be included by those boundaries. 

^34. What number of constituents do you think would vote under the Reform 
Bill ? — I think they might be estimated at about 300. 

235. Besides freeholders who would have their votes during their lives ? — 
Yes, 

236. According to your calculation, there would be from 60 to 100 voters who 
would be included by the line now recommended ; how many do you suppose 
are now freeholders of the manor ? — I cannot say exactly j there is my own 
demesne, there is Mr. Croker's, Mr. Barratt's, and some others who are all 
manorial voters now. 

237. Then most of the voters you propose to include would retain their votes 
under the Bill with the boundary suggested by the Commissioners ?— I think so 
decidedly. 
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THE SELECT COMMITTEE appomteci to take into considerktion the 
Accounts and Papers relating to the Canal Communications 
in Canada, and to report their Observations tbereapon to The House, 
together with the Minutes of Evidence taken before them, and an 
Appendix:— Have examined the Matters to them referred, and agreed to 
the following Report : 

YOUR COMMITTEE have examined the Papers referred to them, and some 
Witnesses, whose Evidence they thought would be^f importance. 

Wkh respect to theKrDEAU Canal, The House will recollect, that, according to] 
^e Papers presented to Parliament in 1831, the Estimate for that Work amounted' 
to £.693,448, exclusively of a sum of £. 69,230 for Fortifications, and the purchase Pari. Paper, 
of Land. The Money already voted amounts to £.692,666, leaving a balance of I? ^^' ^®3i, 
X'782 to complete the Estimate of 1831. ' ioV?S &^"^8. 

fly a Memorandmn from the Office of Ordnance, dated May 18th, 1832, it Vide Appendix 
appears that the total expendkure on the Canal, up to December 31st 1831, was 
£.715,408: 15. 6., being an excess of £.22,74 2. ^S* 6- beyond the Voties of Par- 
fiament ; and of £.21,960. 15. 6. beyond the Estimate for the whole Work made 
in 1831. The present Estimate, as given in the Memorandum just referred to^ in 
the Abstract annexed to it, amounts to £.776,024. 5. 6., being, £. 83^58. 5. 6. more 
than the Votes of Parliament, and £. 82,576. 5. 6. beyond the Estimate of last' 
year. If, however, to last year's Estimate be added a sum of £.69,230, which in 
the Papers then presented to Parliament was stated to be likely to be required for 
Defences and Bridges, and the purchase of Land, and if £.27,750 for neaHy the Vide Abstract, 
same purposes be added to the Estimate of this year, the two sums will then be;- '^ May 183a. 
for the Estimate of 1831, £.762,698, and for that of this year, £.803,774. 5. 6.; Ordnance Paper, 
being an excess in the Estimate of this year, as compared with that of the i8Mayi83a. 
last, of £. 41,076. 5. 6. 

It is, however, to be observed, that last year, with respect to the sum of £.69,230 Ucport, 1831, p. 6. 
it was stated, that, with the exception of £. 8,230 for Bridges, it would not be ne- 
cessary to apply that sum immediately : how far the postponement then recom- 
mended has been attended to, your Committee, from the manner in which the 
account^ are made up, have been unable to determine. 

The present Accounts, therefore, show an Expenditure of £.22,742. 15. 6. 
beyond the Votes of Parliament; and an Estimate of £.111,108. 5. 6. beyond 
the same Votes for the completion of the Canal, and for Expenses and Works 
stated to be in necessary connection with it. Of this sum, what portion may have 
been already spent, or even what part of it may be involved in existing <5ontracts, 
Your Committee have no means of ascertaining with accuracy : they presume/ 
however, that, under the arrangements which still subsist, the Public must be ulti- 
mately liable for the payment of the whole; this, of course, supposes that the 
Contracts shall have been faithfuly performed ; of their nature and character Your 
Committee have inserted an explanatory Note from the Office of Ordnance : at 
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what periods, and after what examination, the payments should be made, must be 
left to the discretion and judgment of the Government ; but whenever tlie Canal 
shall be finished, Your Committee think that it would be most desirable to close the 
Accounts with the least possible delay. 

An Estimate, dated 21st June 1832, has been prepared by the Office of 
Ordnance for the annual maintenance and repair of the Canal, and for the manage^ 
Vide Appendix. ment of the Locks. This amounts t5 £• 18^799.' 1. 6. for die present year, and 
Your Committee presume that a sum must be proposed for this service on account; 
as, however, this threatens to be an annual expense, they recommend that irnme** 
diate steps should be taken to place this charge on a regular and economical footing ; 
and they agree with the Treasury and Colonial Office in thinking, that the Provinces 
of Canada, to whom the whole of these Works must be most valuable, may be 
reasonably expected to bear this^xpense. Those Provinces, they hope, will not be 
kidisposed, for such an object, to come to the assistance of the Mother Country, 
by whom so large an expenditure has hitherto been exclusively incurred. It appears 
to be still quite uncertain, and it must be so until the Water Communication from 
Montreal to Kingston shall be completed, how far any tolls to be collected on the 
diffisrent Canals may or may not be sufficient to keep them in repair, and to support 
the necessary establishment. 

With respect to the three Canals on the Ottawa, Your Committee observe^ that 
Report 1831, p. 8; i^^ ^831 the Estimate for these Works, including £.541 245 for the enlargement of 
Pari. Papers, FeU the Grenville Canal, amounted to £. 285,367, The Votes of Parliament amount to 
1831, No. 135, £.209,099, leaving by the Estimate of 1 831 a sum of £. 76,a68| stilt to be provided 
Vde A^^^^d"^* for. By a Memorandum from the Office of Ordnance, dated June 16th, 1832, it 
I ppen IX. appears, that up to the 31st December 1831, there had been expended upon the 
Grenville Canal, £. 137,244; on the Carillon Rapids, £.23^721 ; and on the Chiite* 
^-Blondeau, £. 9,872 ; making a total sum of £. 170,837, being £• 1 14,530 withia 
. the Estimate of 1831, and £.38,262 within the Votes of Parliament It is now. 
stated in the Memorandum from the Office of Ordnance before referred to, that, 
£.18,411 will be sufficient to complete these Canals, exclusively of £.54,245 for 
the enlargement of a part of the Grenville Canal. There is also an Estimate from' 
Ibidt the Ordnance Office of £.23,761 for the expense of the Superintendence and Esta- 

blishment connected with the Canals on the Ottawa : on this point Your Committee. 
Report of 1831, p. 8. must refer The House to the observations made in the Keportof the Committer 
pfi83i. 

Your Committee think it due to the Office of Ordnance, under whose directions^ 
the Works on the Ottawa have been placed exclusively^ to call the attention of The 
House to the care and economy with which they appear to have been recently 
conducted, the expenditure of the year having been far within the annual Vote, 
and various savings appearing in the present Estimates ; they therefore do not 
hesitate to recommend the completion of these Works, widi the exception of the 
enlargement of the Grenville Canal, to which they will presently advert Tha 
Estimate for this purpose has been already stated to be £.18,411, which, with the 
money expended up to the 31st December 1831, makes a total of £.189,248, 
being a saving on the Estimate of 1831 of £.96,119, or, if we exclude from the 
. Estimate of 1831 £.54,245 for the Grenville Canal, a saving of £.41, 822, 

RidetQ - - 8osf774 5 6 * ^' ^^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^is Statement, that the Votes for the whole of this Water Com- 

Q^,^^ fspcnt . iroisar - - munication amount to £.901,765, and that the present Estimates, including the 

Xcttiin. ■ ^^'^^^ money already spent, amount to £.993,022. 5. 6. for the completion of the Rideau 

£.993,0*2 5 6 Canal, and the Canals on the Ottawa, on the scale now existing; this calculation 

EtubUshmcnt is,76i excludcs the £.54,245 at different times proposed for the enlargement of the 

£ . 1,016,783 5 6 Greuville Canal^ and the expense of Superintendence and Establishment on the 

Ottawa. 

From the evidence of Colonel Durnford, and from past experience. Your Com- 
ipittee fear that the present Estimates will be found insufficient for the Rideati 
Canal. They are therefore of opinion, that it would be imprudent not to calculate 
on some excess, though they have no means of estimating its amount ; and they 
doubt whether the expectation held ou^ by Colonel By, of opening the Canal on the 
1st of May 1832, has been realized. 

With 
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With regard to the enlargement of the Grenviile Canal^ and the* contemplated 
tVorks, either at St. Ann's and La Chine, or in the rear of the Island of Montreal^ 
the Committee do not think that any immediate decision need be taken# The 
Grenviile Canal, if it remain at its present size^ will not absolutely interrupt the 
communication, and in the mean time some experience will have been obtained of 
the sufficiency and durabili^ of the Works already completed* The same observa* 
tk>ns apply (o the proposed Works on the Island of Montreal, with this additional 
reason for suspending the decision of Parliament, that the Estimates appear, from 
Colonel Durnfprd's Evidence, to have been altogether framed by Colonel By ; and 
the Committee, after what has passed with regard to the Rideau Canal, do not 
think that it would be prudent to rely on their accuracy.^ They observe, that in the 
Miscellaneous Estimates on the Table of The House, it is proposed to ask for a 
Vote of £.62,500 for the Water Communication in Canada, atid they cannot 
advise the proposal of a larger sum until more full and accurate explanation of the 
expenditure on the Rideau shall have been obtained* They recommend that the 
money shall be employed in satisfying existing Contracts wherever they have ben 
faithfully performed ; and that in the present state of information and experience on 
the subject, no Fortifications should be undertaken on the Rideau, nor any further 
Works proceeded with, either on the Ottawa or the Island of MontreaL 

Having now called the attention of The House to various details of Expense, 
Your Committee are anxious to describe shortly the extent of the Works in question. 
The distance from Kingston, on Lake Ontario, to By Town, where the Rideau 
River joins the Ottawa, is stated to be 150 miles; from By Town to the 
GrenvUle Canal, 64 miles; making together 213 miles, throughout the whole of 
which line the Locks and Cuttings are of a size to admit Steam DoaXs 134 feet long, ^ol- Durnford's 
33 feet wide, and drawing 5 feet water. Evidence. 

From the Grenviile Canal to Montreal is 64 miles : all the Locks on the Oarilloii 
and on the Chiite-^-Blondeau are of the same size as on the Rideau ; but on a part 
of the Grenviile Canal, commenced before the larger scale was adopted, some Locks 
and a part of the Cuttings will only admit Boats 20 feet wide ; the Locks on La Chine 
Canal (a provincial Work near Montreal) are also calculated for Boats of 20 feet ; 
and the imperfect Work at St. Ann's, described by Colonel Dumford, will not 
allow the passage of larger Boats. Until, therefore, the Locks on the Grenviile 
Canal and the W orks on the Island of Montreal shall be made on the same scale as 
those on the Rideau, the navigation for Boats above 20 feet wide will be interrupted 
where the smaller Locks begin ; and if larger Boats are used on the Rideau, and on 
the higher part of the Ottawa, all goods must be unshipped on arriving at the 
Grenviile Canal, and be either conveyed by portage, or removed to smaller Boats. 
The Estimate for enlarging the Grenviile Canal being £.54,245, and that for 
making a communication between the Islands of Montreal and Jesus being stated to 
be £.1 17,270, the whole expense of completing this part of the Water Communi- 
cation would be £.171,515, if it were probable that the Estimates were accurate. 
Colonel Dumford states, that though the expense of making a Canal at St. Ann's 
might be from £. 23,000 to £. 46,000, according to the particular line which was 
determined upon, yet, that as in that case La Chine Canal must also be enlarged, 
the passage that way would be nearly, if not quite as expensive, and in all other 
respects much less eligible, than by the rear of the Island of Montreal. If at any 
future time the further prosecution of these Works should be thought desirable. 
The House will have to determine in what way the expense should be provided for; 
but Your Committee cannot recommend that any Money should now be voted for 
that purpose* 

Your Committee cannot conclude their Report without a strong expression of their 
regret, that the irregularity, hitherto so much complained of in the <?ouduct of the 
Works on the Rideau, should have prevailed to a great extent in the course of the 
last year. The expenditure has much exceeded both the Estimates and the Votes 
of Parliament ; and a considerable delay, not very perfectly explained, seems ta 
have taken place in making this excess known to the Treasury. Your Committee 
are the more surprised that this should have occurred, as the Treasury Minutes of 
the 10th of June and 8th July 1831, called the attention of the several departments Vide Appendix, 
of Government to the subject, and gave positive directions, which appear calculated 
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Appendix. to remedy the inconveniences complained of. By a Treasury Minute of May 1 1 th, 

1832, some restraint is imposed on the application of Money by the Commissary 
General of Canada. Your Committee have observed this with pleasure, being of 
opinion, that in Works of this description there is no' seciirity against extravagance ; 
mid the amount of expense can never be accurately known, unless the annual 
expenditure be confined within the limits of the annual Votes. In those cases, of 
riftfe occurrence, in which a deviation from this principle may be unavoidable. 
Your Committee believe that the directions contained in the Treasury Minutes above 
referred to, would secure the Public Service from interruption and inconvenience ; 
they trust, therefore, that the Treasury will not allow the Orders contained in these 
Minutes to be neglected by any Department, and that they will take care that they 
are carried into strict and immediate execution ; and in conclusion, with a view to 
place Works of this description under the undivided responsibility of one Depart- 
ment, they suggest the expediency of inserting the Votes for Money in the Ordnance 
Estimates, and not in the Miscdlaneons Estimates. 



2^ June 1832. 
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 
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WITNESSES. 



ColQiie> Elias Walker Dumford - * - • - -P^7 
William Sargent •^*.---.-ii 

Colonel ElNcombe -'- - * - - - * -12 



Vemrih 15* die, Junih 1832* 



J. N. FAZAKERLEY, ESQUIRE, 

IN THE CHAIR. 



Colonel Elias Walker Dumfordy caHed in ; and Exaimned. 

WHAT situation do you hold at present? — Colonel of the corps of Royal Colonel 

Engineers. E. W. Dumford. 

What situation did you hold in Canada? — I was the Commanding Engineer* • 

How long were you there? — Fifteen or sixteen years, i5 J«ne> 

Were you there when the works on the Rideau Canal were first ordered? — When ^^^^' 

the works on the Rideau Canal were first ordered, Lieutenant-Colonel John By 
was sent out as having tlie command of that work, totally independent of the 
command I hold in the country. 

In what year was that? — 1826. 

Did you receive any s^uthority to superintend the executions of the works? — 
I never was considered the executive officer, for my station was between 300 or 
400 miles from Colonel By; I only went up occasionally to inspect and give 
opinions; I had nothing to do with the formation of the plan; I have reported 
frequently upon it. 

When did you leave Canada?— I left Canada last November. 

When did you last see the Rideau Canal? — In September last. 

That was nearly at the conclusion of the works of that year ? — They went on 
daring the winter partly, and the works were very near closing. 

Up to what date have you any account on which you can rely of the state of 
Ae works of the Rideau Canal ? — I have nothing official since I left Quebec in 
November last 

VfhsX do you understand to be the present state of the works ? — I understand 
thOT are very nearly completed. 

State a little more precisely when you expect them to be completed ? — I expect 
A^will be completed this summer. 

Do you think they are Kkely to have been completed on tite ist of last May? — 
i have every reason to think they were. 

Ha«^ yoi) &By knowledge yourself of the sums that have been ah'ea<fy expended 
•a Ae-Rickaa Canal? — To the best of my recollection upwards of 600,000/. had 
bef» expended when ^ lasl Reports went through my office. 

It has been stated, that since December Ikst a further sum of upwards of 
$fh$>QQ/.. will, bcfequifed to complete the Canal; have you examined l^e accounts 
upon which that: siyu^ W been< calculated, and have you any opinion a» to how £ar 
it^ will be siiffici^t tq complete the worke ? — I have not yet examined every ilem, 
I l^ye exfttpiped.a few this morning. 

Qajpt ^ou give, th^ Committee any opinion which would justify them in coming 
10 any conckisioa as to that sum being probably sufficient ?— I ibii ' 



any concmsioaas to that suca being probably sufficient? — I think fi^om my own 
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Colouel opinion, and from what I have always reported, that there must inevitably be an 

B. W, Dwmford. excess upon the Estimate. 

■ Will you read a memorandum of Sir Alexander Bryce*s, dated 1832, in which 

15 June, yQ^ ^jjj g^g ^\^qj^ ^ ^^^ ^f 6o,ooo/. is stated as likely to be required to complete 

* ^^ the Rideau Canal, and say whether you have any information to lead you to suppose 

that that will be sufficient or insufficient? — (After reading the above Letter)-^ 

I have no information; the Reports up to the 31st of December last have not been 

through my hands. 

Can you state to what date the accounts of the expenditures of the Rideau 
Canal passed through your hands ? — I cannot speak to the dates. 

What is your opinion upon the works of the Rideau Canal ? — I consider they 
are very magnificent works, and done in a most substantial manner. 

Do you think it likely that a great annual expenditure will be required to keep 
them in repair ? — There certainly must be a considerable expense in keeping them 
in repair. 

Have you formed any notion of what the extent of that expense will be ? — No^ 
sir, I have not at present; I believe Reports have passed through my office, 
detailing in some measure what would be likely to be the expense; but in a work 
of that description it is impossible to say, where so much depends on contingency, 
and floods to which that country is subject. 

Do you think it possible, in consequence of the greatness of the floods, and of 
the nature of the climate, that the works are likely to be exposed to any consider- 
able injury? — I should hope not; from what I nave seen I think they are built in 
so substantial a way, that they are very likely to resist any thing but what is an 
extreme unforeseen casualty. 

Have not some parts been already exposed to the trials of several winters ? — 
Yes, and they have stood remarkably well. 

Do you think the great work at the Hog*s-back is effectually secured against the 
recurrence of similar accidents ? — To the best of my judgment if is secure pow., 

Can you rive the Committee any notion of what would be the probable expense 
of keeping Uie works of the Canal in repair, independent of any extraordinary 
casualty? — I think very little will be required for repairs for the next two or three 
years. ' , 

Do you think 5,000/. a year would cover it? — To the best of my judgment it 
would. 

Has it ever occurred to you that it would be necessary, this being intended (is a 
military communication, that fortifications and works of defence should be erected 
on the Canal ? — Yes, there should certainly be some defence ; and I have been 
instructed to aid in forming some Plans both for the entrance at the Rideau Cancel 
and at Kingston. 

Are there any intermediate points in which you would think places of defence 
necessary ? — ^Tnat has not been taken into consideration yet. 

I ask your opinion, as a military man, do you think, in the event of a war with 
the United States, parts of this Canal would be exposed to sudden injury, unle^ 
works of defence were erected at points intermediate between Kingston and 
By Town ? — A provision has been proposed for erecting block-bouses at several gf 
the locks ; and as there is a considerable extent of country between the Jlideau ai{d 
the St. Lawrence, the population, assisted by a small miutary force, could keep an 
enemy at bay in the other parts of the line. 

What is the nature of the country generally between the Rideau and the St« 
Lawrence? — It is a fine country, thickly wooded. 

Is it a level country ? — ^You may call it rather a level country^ 
Are there roads ? — There are a few. 

Are they easy of access from the American frontiers ?— Not very easy at present ; 
as the settlement extends, more roads will probably be made, and the access will 
then be easier ; but at the same time population will increase, and in that respect 
the means of defence will be better. 

But at present, and for some time to come, is not the state of the country, such as 
in itself to oppose obstacles to incursions from the firontiers ? — It is. 

Would a small force in a short space of time be able to do such serious imury 
to any one point as to destroy the whole communication on the Canal ?— Th6y 
might certainly blow up a single lock or ruin the gate ; but in that case a portage 
would be sufficient to keep up the communication for the time. 

If 
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If the upper gate was to be blown up, might not the pressure be very materially Colonel 

increased on the next gate ? — It would derange that nest of locks. ^* ^* Dun^ard. 

* From whom did you receive instructions to prepare any scheme of works for the 
defence of this Canal ? — I received instructions from the present Master General, *^i8Qa*' 

then Governor of Canada, to prepare a Plan of Defence near the Ottawa River. 

When did you receive those instructions? — These last two years. 
i In consequence of those instructions, what did you do ? — Plans have been mak- 
ing, which are not yet submitted. 

To what do those Plans apply ? — To what is called the eight locks at By Town. 

Did you also lay any Plan of Defence near Kingston? — Yes. 

Did you project any scheme of defence for any of the intermediate points ?— - 
None, except the block-houses. 

How many block-houses did you propose?— I do not recollect; nearly where 
every nest of locks were, 1 8 or 20. 

About how many block-houses are already erected?— About one or two. 

Where were they executed ? — I know one was under execution at Merrick's Mills» 
and another at a place called fiurritts* 

Was . it proposed in projecting the erection of these block-houses that the block- 
houses should be devoted exclusively to military purposes, or that they should 
answer the purpose of a residence for persons havmg the charge of the locks? — ^They 
were intended for both purposes. 

Then at all events it would be necessary to erect some buildings in each nest of 
locks ? — Yes, where there are none at present 

Do you imagine there would be a considerable difference in the expense of erect- 
ing those block-houses for purposes of defence and residency conjointly, or only for 
the purpose of residency? — I believe it has been stated by Colonel By that ttiere 
would be a difference of about 300/. at each block house. 

Have you formed any opinion as to what would be the amount of establishment 
necessary for working the Rideau Canal ? — I am hardly prepared to say that, be- 
cause it would require some calculation. 

. Do you expect considesable traffic to arise on this Canal from the nature of the 
country through which it passes ? — I certainly do ; it will increase every year. 

Do you expect considerable traffic from me country through which it passes, as 
well as from serving as a means of communication between the Ottawa and Lake 
Ontario ? — I anticipate there will be a great traffic. 

Is not the country through which it passes fit for cultivation, and abounding with 
timber ? — It is. 

Do you think it will ever supersede the St. Lawrence as a means of commu- 
nication between the upper and lower country ? — As far as I can judge at present 
it will. 

What is the difference between the tonnage of the vessels likely to traffic on the 
Rideau Canal, and those which alone can traffic on ordinary occasions down the 
St. Lawrence ? — Double or treble. 

What is the size of the steam boats? — The lock is intended to take a boat of 
134 feet by 33. 

Are you acquainted with the Canals at the Ottawa? — I have occasionally visited 
them for inspection, as I did those at Rideau. 

Are you acquainted with the Grenville Canal ? — Yes. 

What is the state of the Grenville Canal ? —The locks are now completed ; but 
one set of locks are of a different size to the other ; those that were first built are of 
the size of the La Chine Canal, only 20 feet wide ; the others that have lately been 
constructed are of the same dimensions as the Rideau Canal, which are 33 feet. 

How many are there of a smaller construction ? — ^Three or four. 

Do you consider it to be necessary, in order to continue this navigation profitably, 
that all the locks should be made of the larger size ? — Most undoubtedly. 

Are you aware that a sum of 54,000 odd hundred pounds has been given as the 
Estimate for this work ? — I believe it has. 
. Are you acquainted with the ChAte-a-Blondeau Canal ? — I am. 

What is the state of the ChAte-k-BIondeau Canal?— It is nearly finished, 
I believe. 

Upon what scale are the locks of the ChAte-^-BIondeau Canal ?— The large size; 
the same size as the locks on the Rideau Canal. 

Do you know the Carillon Canal ? — I do. 
570. B Are 
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(t^Wnel Are you aware of the state 6f the Carillon Canal r-^ Yes, it is in considerable 

M .W, Dumfor d. forwardness, and will, I apprehend^ be finished this year. 

jr^ ' HoW long do ybu think it would take to finish the two other Canals at the Ottawa 

1^311. *^ which you have just referred, the Grenville and the ChAte-^-Blondeau ? — They 

will be completed this year, I should think, except the enlargement of the locks on; 
the Grenville 

- What is the state of the St. Apn s Canal ? — It is not yet begun, but small steam 
boats can pass through a minor channel, where there is a small temporary wooden[ 
lock, which is private property. 

It being desirable to complete the communication between Montreal and the 
Ottawa upon a scale large enough to carry tbe steam boats that are intended to 
navigate through the Canal, in what way should you think it most desirable to 
itccomplish that object ? — I have reported, to the best of my opinion ; the navi- 
gation should go at the back of the Isle of Montreal, between the Isle of Montreal 
and the Isle of Jesus. 

1 iDo you think it would be more advisable to make the communication in that 
way, rather than by cutting a Canal to St. Ann's ?— Yes. 

For what reasons do you think it would be more advisable to do it? — In a mili- 
tary point of view it would be safer in every respect. 

"But only considering traffic, what should you say?-^Even considering traffic 
by the Rideau and Ottawa, I think it would be best ; I think the navigation would 
be better ; there are only four obstructionS4 

If, on the other hand, you were to propose to conduct the navigation through 
a Canal to be cut at St. Ann's for steam boats of the size alluded to, would it not 
also be necessary to enlarge the locks in the La Chine Canal ? — Certainly. 

There appears to be a letter from you, dated the 2d November 1 831, transmitting 
Estimates for turning the St. Ann's Rapids, which vary in amount from 23,000/; 
to 46,000/. ; be so good as to account for that variation? — One was keeping on 
the side of the village of St. Ann's, and the other was conducting it on the 
opposite side of the river. 

Which would be the best mode of executing that work ? — I should think on the 
opposite side ; there would be a difficulty even in getting depth of water either way 
for the large communication. 

You also at the same time transmitted an Estimate of 1 1 7,000 /. odd hundred 
pounds for making the water communication in the rear of the Idle of Montreal ; 
do you believe that sum would be sufficient for that purpose ? — I should think it 
would. 

Have you examined it ? — I directed the officer who made the Estimate to calculate 
fully upon it. ' 

. Have. you reason to rely on the judgment of the officer who made that Estimate.^ 
T-Certainly. It was Colonel By who made it. 

Have you ever examined the river yourself? — I have been at it, and seen it in, 
h cursdrjr w*iy. 

Your reason for supposing that sum would be sufficient arises from the reliance 
jf)oa place on Colonel By'^ judgment ? — ^^Yes, and I instructed him to estimate fully 
upon it. 

And notwithstanding the difference in expense as an engmeer, jou would advise 
^^ the Government should order the execution of the water communication by the 
T^ar .bif the Island of Montreal ? — In fprmjng that judgment I took into contempla* 
^onthe alteration of the La Chine Canal. 

What would be theexpense of altering the locks on the La Chine Canal? — It 
appears to me it would cost almost as much to alter the La Chine Canal, and to 
c^struct lock$ through St. Ann's, as to carry the communication by the back of the 
Island of Montreal, and there would be conflicting interests to consider into the 
^afgain* 

Could you state the positive advantages that would be derived by going through 
the River De Prairies ? — It would be more shelter in case of war from an enemy,* 
and that you could make one shipment from Lake Ontario all the way down to 
Quebec. 

Have you considered the possibility of executing the whole of the communi*^ 
cation between Montreal and By Town, upon the scale of the smaller Grenville 
Locks? — No; I have always supposed Government intended to make them on thb 
larger scale. ,, ' . 

Suppose 
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Suppose the Government were to entertain the idea of exdcuting therommUnica- Cblon^l ^^ 
tion b€rt:ween Montreal and By Town upon the smaller scale, would it be possible ^' ^^ D^^n^d. 
now, consistently with the state in which the works are at present ? — I should think " ' ' 
not ; because the large locks are nearly finished at every point of the line, except ^5 J«ia«, 
those contiguous to the top of the Grenvillc Canal. ^ ^^' 

Could you say what would be the difference of expense in constructing the com- 
munication by the De Prairies River for the smaller boats and for the larger boats? 
— ^The difference in the expense would be very inconsiderable, because you nmst 
)iave the same dams for a very material part of your work, viz. the dams, and you 
must raise them to the same height 

Is the only considerable saving which could accure by constructing the remainder 
of this communication on the small scale in place of the large scale of the Rideau 
Canal, the saving in the alteration of the small locks on the Grenville Canal ?--^ 
There would be a small saving to the extent of the difference in the expense of 
constructing the locks on the small scale, instead of the large scale. 

Having transmitted an Estimate of 117,000/. for completing the water commu- 
nication to the rear of Montreal Island on the large scale, what saving would 
there be, constructing it on a small scale ? — I apprehend the saving would be 
inconsiderable. 

You transmitted Estimates for making a Canal at St. Ann's and a watei* 
communication by the rear of Montreal ; do you consider yourself to be responsible 
for the accuracy of those Estimates ? — I think I ought to be ; going through my office, 
they are all examined regularly at my office ; if I had any doubts of their accuracy, 
it would be my duty to inquire into and investigate them. 

Have you any doubts of the accuracy? — I have not 

Then, in point of fact, you, as the responsible officer, sent these Estimates to die! 
Government, as sums on which they might confidently rely ?— ITes, to the best of my 
judgment. 

That responsibility applied not only to the accuracy of the simis, but as to die 
di^biUty of the proposed plan ? — Yes. 

whether it should be the one side of St. Ann's or the other side of St. Ann's, that 
iM^ all equally done on Che responsibility of the Commanding Officer of the district? 
—res. 

From what period of those works do you consider your responsibility tf) have 
commenced ? — I do not know whether I am actually considered responsible for 
the execution ; the exec«tive officer is the person who is responsible for that. 

How do you consider the responsibility as between Colonel Ry and yourself, • 
for the general recommendation of parts of this work ? — I had little to do with thai 
Rideau Canal ; Colonel By was sent out especially to form Plans and Estimates 
respecting that work, independent of me. 

What parts of the work have been under your immediate responsibility ? — The • 

whole of those works since handed over to the Ordnance, consisting of Carillon, ^ 

Chtite-^BIondeau, and the Grenville Works. 

When all those works were placed under the control of the chief officer of 
the Ordnance, was the control of them practically taken away from Colonel By?—' 
They were not 

William Sargent^ called in ; and Examined. 

WHAT situation do you hold ? — I have the superintendence of the Commissary' fVUUam SMrgeni. 
Department. ^ 

Are you aware of the manner in which money has been issued to the officers con- 
ducting the water communication in Canada?-^ As far as comes within my know- 
ledge, I have reason to believe that it has been issued in the same way as at the I 
other stations, and at all other Ordnance Boards. * 

State the way in which that money is issued? — By drafts drawn, by the* 
respective officers of the Ordnance at the station, upon the Commissary in char^. 
of the mflitary chest, if the sum is aibove 5 /- 

By *rhom are those drafts cashed ^— By the Commissary. The drafts are drawn ^ 
by the respective officers of the Ordnance, in favour of the individuals to whom (be' 
money is due, and presented by those individuals to the officers in charge of the 
raitftary chest, from whom he receives payment. . ' 

Does the Commissary,, as a matter of course, pay drafts from die officer of the' 
Ordnance to any amount?— I conceive so. . ; . - * 
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Is there no control to any sums so drawn for on the part of the Commissary? — 
I am not aware of there being any control, as far as regards any positive 
regulation. 

Are the annual Votes of Parliament riot communicated to the Commissary, as any 
control or guidance for his paying those drafts ? — ^I believe not. At the commence- 
ment of each year, it is the duty of the Commissary to collect estimates from the 
heads of the Public Departments, of the expense likely to be incurred throughout 
the year in such department, and he transmits those to the Treasury. 

But if the drafts very much exceed this estimate, the Commissary still honours 
the drafts ? — ^There is no instance within my knowledge of any such occurrence. 

Do you mean that no instance has ever occurred within your knowledge of drafts 
being drawn excceeding the estimates ? — At the beginning of each month, or oftener 
if necessary, it is the duty of the Commissary to ascertain what are likely to be 
the demands upon him during the ensuing month, and to provide the funds to meet 
those demands. 

Are theVotes of Parliament, then, no control upon the Commissary? — I conceive 
not, unless he had special instructions from the Treasury not to exceed that Vote. 

Hai) it been the practice of the Treasury to give such instructions?— I am not 
aware of it. 

In the instance of the drafts drawn by Colonel By upon the Commissary in 
Canada, his drafts exceeded the sum voted last year by upwards of 24,ooo/. and 
the Commissary gave money for those drafts ; do you consider that he transacted 
the business in the ordinary manner? — Certainly. 

If, besides the sum of 22,000/. by the Votes in Parliament, and beyond any 
estimate which has been submitted, a ftirther sum of upwards of 60,000/., making 
in the whole a sum of more than 83,000 /. beyond what had been voted by Par- 
liament, and beyond any estimate which had been received here, had been drawn 
for by Colonel dv on the Commissary in Canada ; do you, in these circumstances 
and in the case of so large a sum, consider the Commissary justified in paying that 
money? — It depends upon the period within which you confine your question. 

Within one year?-r-At the end of the year I conceive it would have been the 
duty of the Commissary to have reported that circumstance. 

Do you think he should, notwithstanding that, have honoured the drafts? — 
Yes. . . » 

Has the Commissary on foreign stations any discretion in answering or refusing 
drafts from the officer acting under the orders of the Ordnance Department ? — I con- 
ceive he has not. 



Colonel 
EUicombe. 



' Colonel EUicombe^ called in ; and Examined. 

CAN you give the Committee a statement up to the last period to which you have 
received reports of the money expended on the different Canals on the Ottawa? — 
For the Grenville Canal, the Carillon Rapids, and the Ch(kte-^-Blondeau, I can, 
from the documents received from Canada to the 31st December 1831. 

Be good enough to do that with regard to each Canal separately ? — It appears by 
a report received to that date relative to the Grenville, that 137,244/. had been 
expended, which, with 775/. then in hand, it is understood will complete this Canal, 
with the exception of widening the locks and banks, for which it is shown by the 
same papers that 54,245/. is necessary. No part of the enlargement has been 
commenced. 

Now the Carillon Rapids ? — The Estimate for this work amounts to 45,464/. 

Is that the Estimate of what remains still to be spent, in order to complete it? — 
No, of this there had been expended, on the 31st December 1831, 23,721/., 
which would leave a balance of 21,000/. ; but in point of fact the work would be 
executed for 36,244/., which gives a saving of 9,220/. on the amount of the original 
Estimate. 

Are you of opinion that, according to the last reports received by the Board of 
Ordnance, that the Ottawa Canals will be completed on their present scale for the 
sum now given in as an Estimate? — I have no reason to doubt it. 

Now, with regard to the Chute-^-Blondeau?— The approved estimate for this work 
was 20,785/.; of that had been expended, to the 31st December 1831, 9,872/.,' 
which leaver a balance of 10,913/.; but by the same papers it appears there will 
be a saving of 5,800/. on the approved Estimate. 

What 
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What is the balance then remaining to complete it^ including that saving?— live Colonel 

thousand one hundred and thirteen pounds. EUtcomb e. 

Is there any other expense connected with the completion of the works in the . 

Ottawa? — Yes, the establishment, the expense of which was estimated at 23,761.; ^1832!^' 

it forms a part of the total already estimated for these works, and must be added to 
the sums that I have before mentioned. 

In what way do you consider the Commissary to be restricted in answering the 
drafts of an officer under the Ordnance Department on a foreign station? — When 
the Votes for the Ordnance Estimates are granted, a communication is made by the 
Ordnance Department to the Respective Officers at each station, acquainting them in 
the fullest detail the actual amount granted under each head of service, and which 
they are ordered not to exceed ; and this would form the ground of the estimates 

f'ven to the Commissary Department foi the probable wants of the Ordnance 
ervice, if called for by the Commissariat Department. 
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ApfMbdix. 
1_C0PIES of EXTRACTS of Corres|>ODdence between the Board of Ordnance and 
Officers under their orders in Canada ; and of any Reports from them since the date of 
the last Papers presented to The House, respecting the Progress of the Canal Commu- 
nications in that Country, and the past and prospective Expenditure thereon ; and any 
Correspondence with the Treasury and Colonial Office on the same subject - ?• ^5 

% — COPY of LETTER from the Secretary of the Ordnance, dated 21st May 1833, respect- 
ing the Expenditure upon the Works of the Rideau Canal in Canada ; together with a 
Copy of the Treasury Minute thereon --.----- p. 3a 

S^—COPY of Treasury Minute, dated 10th June 1831 ; Letter from the Admiralty, 17th June 
1831 ; Ditto, Secretary of State for the Colonies, 39th June 1831 ; Ditto, Ordnance, 
5th July 1831 ; Treasury Minute, dated 8th July 1831, upon the subject of giving to 
Parliament a more early and effisctual Control over the Expenditure for Public Works 
abroad, as recommended by the Select Committee of the House of Commons, appomted 
to consider the Water Communication in Canada ----««- p. 36 

4— LETTER from Major-General Sir A. Bryce to R. Byham, Esq.; dated 19th May 1832 p. 38 

5.-— MEMORANDUM from Office of Ordnance; dated 26th May 1832 - - - p. 39 

«•— LETTER from the RightHon. T. Spring BMe to the.Secretary of the Ordnance ; dated 

gth June 1832 --p. 40 

7. — ESTIMATE of the Amount that will probably be necessary, in the year 183a, for the 
Maintenance, including Repairs, of the Rideau Canal, under supposition that it was 
quite completed and opened on the 1st of May last ; dated 21st June 1832 • p. 41 

8.— ESTIMATE for increasing the Width of the Grenville Canal for Steam-Boat Navigation, 
making the bottom 40 feet wide, with slope 2 to 1, except in the Rocky situation, there 
to be regulated by the nature of the Rock ; putting down the three Upper Locks, and 
re-constructing them of the size of the lower ones ------ p. 42 

9.— STATEMENT of the expenditure on the Ottawa Canals to the 31st December 1831, 
with the Amount required to complete from that date ; also the Amount of the approved 
Estimates for those Works, and the probable saving or excess on each, made up from 
the latest Reports received from Canada -------p. 4a 

lO.-r-NOTE in Explanation of the Contracts for Works carrying on at the Rideau Canal in 

Canada ------p. 43 

11.— MEMORANDUMS relative to the Water Communication between Montreal and 

Kingston p. 43 

and, 

MAP of the Rideau and Ottawa after p. 45 
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APPENDIX. 



Appendix, No. 1. 



COPIES or EXTRACTS of Correspondence between the Board of 
Ordnance and Officers under their orders in Canada ; and of any Reports 
from diem since the date of the last Papers presented to The House^ respecting 
the Progress of the Canal Communications in that Country, and the 
past and prospective Expenditure thereon ; and any Correspondence with the 
Treasury and Colonial Office on the same subject. 



Copy of a LETTER from the Right honourable T. Spring Bice. 
to Viscount HoTvickj &c. &c. &c. 

Mt Lord, Tr^isury Chambers, 12th September 1831. 

I HEREWITH transmit to you, by command of the Lords Commissioners of 
His Majesty's Treasury, for the information of Secretary Lord Goderich, Copy 
of a Letter from the Secretary to the Board of Ordnance, on the subject of the 
Instructions which have been given to their OfBcers at Quebec, in consequence of 
the decision of this Board, that the Lands, Canal and Works of the Rideau 
Navigation shall be placed in the charge of the Ordnance Department; and 
My Lords request that Lord Goderich will give Instructions to the Governors of 
Upper and Lower Canada, and the otheif proper Authorities in those Colonies, to 
afford the Officers of the Ordnance all necessary assistance for carrying the intended 
arrangement into effect With reference to the last paragraph of the Letter of the 
Secretary to the Ordnance, in which he submits the expediency of forming some 
arrangement to prevent that Department from being burthened with the expense 
of the Rideau Canal, until the Revenues arising from Tolls be more productiv^e, 
I have it in command to state to your Lordship, that this Board are desirous of 
having the opinion of Lord Goderich with respect to the practicability of obtaining 
aid from the Colony for the purposes alluded to. When the vast sums expended on 
tills undertaking from the public purse are considered, it may be fairiy expected 
that till the Toils of the Canal become productive, the maintenance of a Work of 
such importance to the Colony should be made a matter of Colonial Charge. 

I have the honour, &c. &c. 
(signed) T. Spring Rice. 



' Copy of a LETTER from R. Byham, Esq. to the Honourable J. Stewart^ 

&c. &c. &c. 

SiKt Office of Ordnance, 29th June 1831. 

Adverting to your Letter of the 23d November last, communicating the 
sentiments of the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's Treasury tn regard to 
certain Lands purchased for the service of the Rideau Canal, refWred to in a 
Correspondence between the Department and that of the Colonial Secretary of 
State, and notifying their Lordships' decision, that the Lands, Canal and 
tV'orks of the Rideau Navigation shall be placed in the charge of the Ordnance 
Department; — 

. I have the honour to transmit to you herewith, for the information of the Lords> 
of the Treasury, a Copy of the Instructions which the Master General and Boafd 
of Ordnance have given to their Officers at Quebec in consequence of this deci- 
sion ; and I am to request you will be pleased to move their Lordships to issue 
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their directions to the Governors of Upper and Lower Canada, and the other 
proper Authorities in those Provinces, to afford the above Officers all necessary 
assistance in carrying the intended arrangement into effect. 

The Master General and Board beg leave at the same time to submit to their 
Lordships' consideration the expediency of some arrangement being formed to pre- 
vent the Ordnance Department from being burthened with the maintenance of the 
Rideau Canal, until the Revenues arising from the Tolls, &c. shall become suffi- 
cient to cover the expense. 

I have the honour, &c. &c. 

(signed) R. Byham. 



LETTER frdm JR. Byham, Esq. to the respective Officers, Quebec. 

Gentlem en, Office of Ordnance, 29th June 1831. 

THE Master General and Board having had under their consideration various 
Reports which have been received from Lieut.-Colonel By, (tl^rough the Inspector 
General of Fortifications) relative to purchases of land made by him for the service 
of the Rideau Canal, and having been pleased, on a communication from the Lords 
Commissioners of His Majesty's Treasui^, to sanction Lieut-Colonel By's pro- 
ceedings in regard to those purchases, 1 have it in command to signify the same 
for your information. 

2. I am also directed to acquaint you, that it having been decided by the Lords 
of the Treasury, that the Lands, Canal and Works of the Rideau Navigation shall 
be placed in the charge of the Ordnance Department, the. Master General and 
Board desire you will take the necessary steps, in conjunction with the commanding 
Royal Engineer in Canada, to effisct, in a legal manner, the conveyance to the 
Ordnance of the lands which may have been obtained, conformably with the Act of 
Legislature of Upper Canada, for the use of the Rideau Canal ; and I am to inform 
you that directions are given to the latter officer to report what further purchases, 
if any, of land are absolutely necessary to complete this Navigation, and for its 
defences, according to the provisions of the Act, that orders may in like manner be 
given for the conveyances still required. 

3. The Master General and Board further desire you will investigate and report 
if any claims are likely to be brought forward by individuals, for remuneration 
for injury sustained to their lands in the execution of the Canal, to which the 
Ordnance are liable by the terms of the above Act. 

4. And also, that you will report, after communicating with the Crown Surveyor 
of Upper Canada, whether Government are liable to the execution of any work 
or any expense not provided for in Lieutenant Colonel By's Estimate of £.576,757. 
under the 11th Article of the Rideau Act; and whether the repair of the Bridges 
and Communications therein contemplated, is from time to time to Se executed at 
the expense of Government ; or whether the Bridges and Communications tra- 
versing the Canal, after being erected, may not be permanently transferred to the 
local Authorities, and all further expenses in their maintenance be incurred by 
them. 

5. I am commanded at the same time to desire you will communicate with 
the Commander of the Forces and the Lieutenant Governor of Upper Canada, 
and such other local Authorities as may be necessary, as to the several Rates and 
Dues to be established for Boats, Barges, Steamers and other Vessels -or Rafts 
nc^vigating the Canal, and for the use of any Wharfs or Quays the property of 
Government And I am to desire you will report fully on this point ; stating your 
opinion whether these Dues should be farmed out in portions or collected by the 
Ordnance, or . in what manner the whole of the Revenues of the Canal and adjoin- 
ing Government Lands will be most advanageously collected for the Ordnance, 
stating any preliminary steps that may be necessary, and when the measure can be 
brought into operation. 

6. The Commanding Royal Engineer in Canada will be instructed to consider and . 
report what mode he m ould propose for performing, from time to time, in the most 
efficient and economical manner, and with the least possible delay, all repairs that 

may 
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* 

may be required to the Works of the Canal ; and the Master General and Board 
desire yba* will report, m conJHnction wtth-thaf Officer/ and with the concilnieiGe 
of the Commander of the Forces,, whf^ ^tat^lishment will be necessary, as well 
for the collection of the rent and revenues as for the execution of repairs^ and 
the expenses. consequent thereon. 

j. A communication on this subject has been made to the Lords of the Trea- 
sory, accbmpanied by tKe 'Master General's and Board*^ r^uest, (hat* th^ir " Ixiid- 
sfaips would be pleased to issue their InstructioiK to the Governors of Upper and^ 
Lower Canada, and to the other proper Authorities in thdse Provinces, to affonf 
you all necessary assistance in carrying the intended arrangement into effect 

B. And I am to add, that Lieutenant-Colonel By will be directed to furnish ^ott^ 
with every information you may require in regard to the Lands referred, to in ther 
first paragraph of this Letter, and also in respect to all matters relating to the* 
Bideau Navigation* ^ : .f 

I am, Gentlemen^ &c. *" 

(signed) R.^yham. \\ 



I LETTER from R. fV.Han, Esq., to the Right honourable 71 Spring Riee, ^ 

L . .' ■ . . . : &c. tf.c. &c# '..-.••' • ' f' ? 

Sir, bowning-street,*24th Septetnber 1851. ^ 

I HAVE laid before^'^^scovuit Goderich your Letter of the 12th instant, enclosing 
copy of a Letter from the Sec^retary to the Board of Ordnance, relative to the in 
structions which have be^n given to the Ordnance Officers at Quebec, in consequence 
of the Rideau Navigation being placed under the charge of that Department. 

I am directed to acqiiamt you in reply, for tE^ inTormation of the Lords Com- 
missioners of His Majesty's Treasury, that, in compliance with their request, the 
necessary .Instructions will l)e jgiven to llie Governor of Lower .Caaada,^19nd to the 
Lieutenant-Governor of Upper Canada, to afford every assistance which may be 
sequired by the Officers of the Ordnance, to enable them to ^ake upon thepisidives 
the chaige of the different Works connected with the Rideau Canal. Yqu A^ill afscr 
please to acquaint their Lordships, that Lord Goderich* concui^ ^th'^jn^iof 
opinion, that until the toljs upon the Canal may become producthey^^itisreasonajbla 
to expect that the Provmce 8hoddcc«e'£G>rward in bearing the bui^e^ 
up a work which has cost so large a sum to the Mother Countiyu . Uls^Lor4shipv 
will accordingly instruct Lord Ayimer, . without loss of time, to- send downau 
message to the House of Assembly of Lower Canada, when the Legislature next, 
qfiee^i recommending them to make • provision for this purpose; and asLorcL^ 
Goderich is of opinion that this expense should be equally borne by the two Pro-^ 
vinces, similar Instructions will be transmitted to the Lieutenant-Governor of Upper 
Canada. ' ' ' . 

, This messa^will necessarily be unaccompanied by any estimate of th^ expense^ 
of these repairs. His Lordship cannot therefore but anticipate some difficulty in 
inducing the Legislatures of Upper and Lower Canada to enter into an engagement 
of thct extent of which they* have lib ineans^of judging; and it !would/ perhat)s, 
materially conduce to the success of this application, if the Board of Ordnance 
could. supply as accurate a statement as may be possible of the probal^le amoi^t 

of these expenses. . 

' . . > ' ^ ' .* ' ' * •-•■.•■■-■ )«f 

.Lord Goderich would not have considered it necessaty that Uiis applicatioir 
i^bould be made to the Legislatures of the two Provinces, had there been any meaqs* 
of meetinglhe expense out of the revenues at the disposal of the Crown ^ but tl^e^ 
^rges upon that fund are already CQnsiderable, aqd it is proposed to inqrease 
them still further by defraying from it a portioq of the expei^e pccasipaed by the; 
Church Establishment in the Province, which (as* their Lordships are doubtless 
aware^ilatpresedt provided in a different tnanner. ; ' <• t : .! -^ 

f • , ' . * I am,; Sif , &c. > , .^ 

(signed) R.W.Hay. , 
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LETTER h(m Vmom Godmch to Majair-Qeoeral Sir John C^licrm, 

&C. &€• &C. 



SiRi 



DowniDg-street, ist November 1831. 




I HAVE tht. howQW |6 UaiMNnit to yon the Oc>py of a Letter bom the Seeretn^ 
ta th» Ij'rfasury^ uiolosfaig Copjy fif the iMtmclionA whuii have been given by w 
Ordttance pepasttaont Iq tbieif C^ceM at Quebec, ia ooasequeaae of the decisicMi 
of the TcettBin^ that the Lan^ Cajial aid Worki «f the Rideau Navigatkm 
shall be ^it^^^q \n difsx^ of th? OrdnaQce Departip^Dt; aiKl in compliance with 
tp^ir Lordships' request, I beg; to recommend the Ofiicers of the Ordnance for 
TC^r suppo^ and assistance in, carrying the intended ajrrapgemeat into effect. 

With reference to the last paragraph of the Letter -of the Secretly* of the 
Ordnance, i» whick he submits the expediency of forming some arrangement to 
prev)^ ^at Departn^Qt fi:om being burthened with the expense of the Rideau 
Canal, until the Revenue arising from the Tolls, &c. shall become sufficient to 
cover the expense, I am to request that you will recommend to the Assembly of 
Uppcar Canada, when the Legislature next meets, to make provision for the 
expense i§^bioh> you wilt perceive if llie inclosed^ Lctt^ addressed by my direction 
to the Secretary to the Treasury, I am of opinion ought to be equally borne by the 
PrpvWP^p^ Upper mA Lgwer C^iwJr. 



I am, &c. &C. 
(si^ed) 



Croderkk. 



Copy of TREASURY MINUTE, dated 7tb February 183a. 

Mr Lords have read with much concern a Memorandum received from the 
Board of Ordnance, dated the 3d February, from which it appears that, in addi- 
tioqt to the very large sums already voted for the Rideau Canal, a further sum of 
£.^5^6^24. 13. 4. h reportied by Ueut-Colone! By to be required for the com- 
pletion of the Canal. My Lords observe, that no portion of this proposed expen- 
diture has ever receiMd their sanction or been submitted to them. Considering 
that in the sums voted last year there were included £.116,691 for errors in the 
CMriginal Estimate, for excesa of expenditure beyond diat Estimate, and for Works 
not contemplated or proposed in that Estimatei it is a matter no less of r^^t than 
of surprise tiiat this further sum is requhred. 

My Lords observe also, that id the Memorandum laid before the Sdect Com- 
mittee in 1S31, it was stated that the Rideau Canal would have been opened in 
that year ; it now, however, appears, that the termination of the Works cannot 
be expected till some period in iByi. 

From Colonel DumfordV Letter erf! 15th July 1831, it also appears that even 
Ikb additional Sum now required may yet be found inadequate for tins service* 

Under these circumstances, My Lords are not prepared to sanction any Estimate 
whatever for Works on the Rideau Canal not submitted to Parliament and the 
Board; unless the actual and itidtopensable necessity of such Works is more com« 
pletefy made out than at present : nether could they, under any circumstances, 
mopose to Parliament to grant money upon the Estimate of Lieutenant-Colonel 
By, whilst Colonel Dumford states that it wiU be probably found inadequate for 
the purpose for which it is intendeds 

My Lords are desirous of knowing wh^n the account of the neoessity of this 
further grant was first received by the Board of Ordnance. 

They also request to be informed, whether any expenditure has been incurred, 
or any contract or liability entered into in Canada for Works on these Canals 
beyond the amount sanctioned, and~if such- should have been the case, who are the 

parties 
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parties responsible, as My Lords would feel it thdr doty to take, or recommend 
uistant steps to be taken^ should any parties ha^ so fiir abandoned die prfBeij^les 
which My Lords have in a former Mipnte conunanioated to die Departmentt, and 
on which they are determined invariably to act 

My Lords will not, however, object to proposing a vote fof £.50,660- fiMr any 
portion of the Works already submitted to Parliament, and which are in progress, 
daring the present year, and they desire particularly to be understood as lending no 
countenance to the additional Works suggested, either for the Canal passing in tear 
of Montreal, at an expense of £• 1 1 7,370 never before submitted to the Ireasury or 
to Parliament, or for die other Plans of Communication with Montreal, suggest^ in 
dbie Memorandum from the Ordnance. 

Transmit a Copy of this Minute to the Ordnance, for their early aonsiderationi 
report and government 



M£MOftAKDUK, 3d Februlury 1832. 



The total of die Estimate for the Rideau Canal, indudidg errors^ excesses and 
extra Works, upon the Estimate of £»576|756 submitted to the Con&mittfeei m 
Canada, as referred to in a Monorandum from this Office, dated 1 7th Januaiy 
1831, amounted to - ^•693,448 - -*• 

and this is the total in the Report of the Committee of 
The House of Commons : 

Of diis Amount there has been voted, including the Grant oil ^^^ ^^w 
£.256,000 in 1831 . • • - - . ./ ^5^^^^ " - 



Remains to be voted ^ - . £« 782 - - 



It is however proper to notice, that since the Esftimate for 1831 was submitted 
to Pariiameot, and in consequence of the explanation required by the Board's Order 
itf 1 7th August 1 830 -g^ on the Extra Services above referred to, a forther sum 
of £. 25,624. 1 3. 4* is reported by Lieut-Colonel By to be required for the com* 
pletion of the Rideau, thus making a total of £. 26,406. 13. 4. to be yet voted for 
this Canal, which it is recommended should be taken in the present year. 

For the Canals on the Ottawa, the total required to complete them, as per 
Memorandum above quoted, was then, inclusive ofl ^ ^tz^^^^ 
St Ann's Rapids ^. - - - .} f. 163,029 - - 

Oftbis Sum there was voted in 1830 and 1831 - - - 63^000 «* .-h 



Leaving to be yet voted - . - £.100,029 - - 



Of which it is considered there will be required in the present year £. 50,000, 

Recapitulation. 

Proposed Vote iqr 1832, for the Rideau . . - £. 26,406 - 
Ditto - - - for Ottawa Canals • - - 50,000 - 



Total - - - £.76,406 - - 

1 r 

(signed) C, G. EiRcombt. 
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;. .:]fjtEiBis oE CoRRESPONPENCK which has pas$ed relajthre to the Progre$8. oCi 
J... ctheRiD^Air Canal and other Water CoMMUNicATioNH in Canadat^ 
since the subject was before the Committee of The House of Commdiis> 
y . ^f^dbcuaiyiSsi. i 

BIDEAU CANAL. I 

8 Jannary 1831. ]' Letter from Lieut..CoIbnel By to the Inspector General of Fbrtification's, trtn^ 
jlnitting a Plan pf the route of the Rideau Canal, with a section, showing the various lifts 
bf the Locks, the distance between the lifts, and the Sum expended on each WoA^ 
Worn the cbmmencen&ent on the i2ist September 1826 to 31st December 183a, 
reporting the sum that had been expended, &nd the &um remaining to be iexpehd^d 
(mtbefStimat^giTOn'tolhe Committee in Canada in June 1828;— also, repordng 
the probable time of completion. . ; ' ^ ^ 

18 May 1831* Minute on the above, from the office of the Inspector General of Fortifications, 
to the Master General and'Bbard. 

31 May 1831, Minute of the Master-General's and Board's Or(jers on the above. 

16 July 1831. Letter from Colonel Durnford, the Commanding Engineer in Canada, to the 

Inspector Genend «of Fortifications, containing ai Mi report upon correspondence 
nhich had previoiisl;^ passed 6n^ the subject of errors in the original Estimate of 
£.576,757, upon the caused of the-excess on that Ertimate, and upon the nature 
of4he-extra^WjPlks^- Also transmitting -a descriptive and^ progress Report pf^the 
Works on each section of the Canal, with an account of Expenditure j Abstract of 
Lands purchased, the probable sums required to complete each section of the Work', 
vi^ith other details of information, in consequence of the Master-General's and 
B<»rdi Oj4er of) 17th August 1830 -5^; tmd further reporting, that the varioiii 
vi^orks necessary^to complete the Canal Rs ordered, fl further ineceade-to the Estimate 
of the Kideau, of about £. 26,426 beyond the su^i before reported by Colonel 
Dmiifbrd^£;693,^8.^ will be required^ with an intimation that this amount may 
be found inadequate. 

9 November 1831. Report of the Inspector-General of Fortifications to the Master-General and 
'Board on the above, upon which no orders have been received in this Office. 
"* Besides the Correspondence here referred to, there have been many ReportI 
Mceived and transmitted to the Board since January 1831 ; but as they are aH 
thiefly connected with details of accounts, they are not quoted in this Memorandum^ • 
'-*•''—.•'- * -1 

OTTAWA CANALS. ' ^ 

a November 1831/-' LjETtfiK ifrbm Colonel Dumforf, Commanding Engineer in Canada, to the 
Inspector Gen§ral,6f Fortifications, trairismitling Estidiatea for turning St. Ann's 
Rapids, averaging in amount Trom 23 to '£.46,000; also, an Estimate amounting to 
£. 117^^70 for completing this part o(, the! Water Ccanmim]eation..by another line;} 
viz, in-rear-of ^e-Montr^ Island. 

These l^timat^j^ejiow. under exan^inatipn in tfai^ office, and will be shortly 
forwarded for the J^ter-Generars and Board's order. 

J , ;^ • . : (signed) - C.Gf Elticambe^ . 



Mem. 3 February 1832. 

The progress of the RideaH Canal appears, by the late^ inibttnation received4a 
the Office^ to be as follows: * ^ . - i - - - v, . . 

TTbe Locks at the"^ Entrance Valley, Hog's Back, Black Rapids and Long Island, 
in number 15, hfive been com pleted,.thus opening more than 40 miles of the in« 
tended. Water Communication from the Ottawa. 

The remaining part of the navigation to Kingston will, it is expected, be opened 
in the course of the.present vear, yhen that part called the Rideau Canal, connect- 
ing the Ottawa with Lake Ontario, will be completed ; and then there will be a con-» 
tinuous steam -boat navi^tion in Upper Canada of 460 miles, from the Grenville 
Canal on the Ottawa to Niagara. 

On 
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• -On th6 Grenville Canal the three upper Locks were origiDally constructed u^^on 
p, small scale, not calculated for steam boatSi for which the Rideau is intended ; the 
lenlargeiiicnt of these thtee Locks is necessary, in order to connect the same scale of 
navigation. The Estimate for the enlargement of these Locks is £. 54,245; but this 
has not yet been specifically authorized, although the amount is included id the 
iotal of the Report of the Committee of The House of Cotamous in 1831^ 
pages 109 & 110. 

. The remaining part of the Canals on the Ottawa, viz. Chftte-^-BIondeau and 
Carillon, will probably be completed in another year, without any expense beyond 
ibe Estimates already submitted to Parliament ; and when these are finished, with 
the ailargement of the three Locks on the GrenviQe, before quoted, the intended 
oavi^tion will be complete from Niagara to Lake-of-two*Mountains, at the 
western extremity of Montreal Island. 

: It will then remain to connect the scale of navigation with the St. Lawrence, 
either by the proposed works at St. Ann's Rapids, and an arrangement for enlarg"- 
ing the Locks ba the existing La Chine Canal, or by obtaining this Water Communi- 
cation by passing in rear of Montreal by Riviere des Prairies^ 
. This part of Uie intended Water Communication requires still to be considered, 
and will shortly be brought under the Master-General's notice, in consequence of jSl 
Report and Estimate which has recently been received ia this office. The Estimate 
for passing in rear of Montreal amounts to £.117,270) on the same scale as the 
Rideau ; but if diis is not acceded to, the proposed cut at St Ann's Rapids will be 
necessary- for this work. Estimates have been received^ varying in amount from 
£. 23^000 to. £. 46,000, according to the line which may be adopt^, 
' A Sketch is annexed, explanatory of the points referred to in this Memorandum.: 

C.G. ElBcmbe. 



' I'tiiansmit for the information and orders of the Master-General tod Boardthe g February 183a. 
|)TO}ects which the Commanding Engineer in Canada was directed by theCommander 
of the Forces to make for connecting the Steam Boat Navigation of the Rideau and 
Ottawa with the. River St. Lawrence. 

It appears that no orders have been given for altering the three upper Locks of the 
<jienidlle Canal ia the Ottawa, which were constructed on the small scale, nearly 
fitmilac to those at La Chine, before the enlarged scale to pass steam boats was 
determined .upon. It is now indispensable, in the first place, that these Locks 
should be assimilated to the rest of the Navigation, at the expense of £. 54,245. ig, 2. 
a part of which, it is stated, may be covered by savings on the Estimates, already 
submitted, for the Ottawa Canals. 

This communication also contains Lieut.*Colonel By's Report and Estimate 
for continuing die Steam Boat Navigation byr Riviere des. Prairies, in rear of 
Montteal,on the same scale as the Rideau Locks, at an expense of £.117,270. 6. 2.^ 
or of constructing; it on an enlarged scale, at theexpensie of £.148,144* l.'5.) 
and a Report, with Estimates, is likewise transmitted from Lieut-Colonel DuVemet, 
Royal StaflF Corps, for a Canal to pass the Rapid at St» Ann's, at' the western 
extremity of Montreal Island, showing three modes. of executing the Work, varying 
in amount from £.22,950 to £.46,700, one of which will be necessary, if the Cantd 
is deteni\ined upon at this spot, in lieu of passing in rear of Montreal by the 
JUvifere dei Prairies.— C. <?.£.' 8 Feb. 1832. 

' Submit to the Master-General.— C T. 10 Fobniaiy 1830. 

Seeing that the Rideau Canal and the Canals on the Ottawa are still ohfim'shedi 16 February 183s. 
I Cannot recommend to His Miyest/s Government the incurring of any addi- 
tional expense for Water Communication in Canada, in the present state of the 
Finances of the Country. -^J. K. 

- OrderdI, That a Communication to the effect of the Master^General's Minute be «o February 183a. 
npde to Sir A. Bryce ; and tfiat Copies of these Papers be sent to the Treasury, in 
addition to those sent on the 17th instant.— 71 47.* , 

T. F. K. ? 
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S3 APPENDIX TO REPORT FROM SELECT COMMITTEE 

AdveHtino to the Statement called for by the latter part of the Boards Minute 
of the 19th alt.9 on this Letter from Mr. Stewart relative to the Canals in Canada^ 
which I transmitted with my communication of 23d ult* I have now to report, in 
reference to the former part of the Board's Minute before referred to, that it appears 
th^ Estimate for the Carillon Rapids has been increased from £.58,000 to £.72,318^ 
but no final opinion or decision can now be given upon this Estimate, as a further 
Report is promised by Sir J. Kempt, which holds out the possibility that a ]es$ 
expensive plan may b^ adopted ; and in the mean while the commencement of this 
work appears to be suspended. I have therefore only at present to remark on 
mny contemplated alteration of this Canal, by aid from the North River, that the 
Local Authorities in Canada should be instructed to ascertain how far it will affect 
the interest of private individuals, and thus involve the Government in ckums 
against them. 

In regard to the Estimate now transmitted for the Chute k Blondeau, the amount 
is £. 20,785, instead of £• 1 1,580 before reported, being an excess of £. 9,205, which 
is stated to be caused by the rock through which this Canal is entirely cut, proving 
to be extremely hard and compact, instead of a loose horizontal strata which appeared 
when the first estimate was prepared, I therefore consider this excess unavoidable. 
This work appears to be in progress by the Staff Corps. 

In respect to the Estimate for the Grenville, there is an excess of £.3,399 beyond 
the first Estimate for the completion of this Canal, as transmitted by Sir J. Kempt 
in iFefbruary 1828, which is stated to be in consequence of the prices put down m 
the first Estimate which was prepared by Lieut-Col. Du Vemet being far too low; 
besides the above, there is now providied for the first time £.54,245 for altering the 
three Locks (already constructed in thi; Canal on the small scale,) so as to corves- 
pojqd with those of the Rideau, and for widening and deepening such parts of the 
Canal as may require alteration ; in regard to which I have only to observe, that 
this service will be necessary in order to complete the Water Communication on the 
same scale as the Locks on the Rideau. 

'This siim includes £.1,506 for five Bridges to communicate with lands, (about 
136 acres) belonging to private individuals, laying between the Ottawa and the 
Oienville ; but this bnd Sir J, Kempt proposes should be purchased to avcud the 
expense of constructing and repairing these Bridges, and a further Report is promised 
respecting the proposed purclmse. 

The Estimates also provide £.23,761 for the establishment and entire expense 
of the two Staff Corps Companies, employed on these Canals from the. 25th of 
June 1829 (when the Companies were transferred to the Ordinance,) to the end of 
1832, being die period contemplated for the completion of the Works, provided the 
necessary funds can be granted* This expense has hitherto not heea provided in 
the Estimates for these Works, but understood to be borne on the Army Extraordi* 
Mtfies, and therefore it may be said to be only a charge of account 

In regard to the Rtdeaa Canal, which is adverted to in the present Papers, I pro^ 
pose to make it the subject of a separate communication, in reference to ceports 
iwhich I hatve recently received from the Commanding Engineer in Canada. 

' 6th July 1830. A. B. 



In reference to my Minute of the 6th instant, on a Letter from the Treasury, 
relative to the Estimate for the Grenville and other Canals carrying on by the iStaff 
Corps in Canada, which was referred for pry Report by the Bo^xd's Mii^me of 
1 9th ultimo, also in reference to my Minute of the 1 5th June on a Letter from 
Colonel Diirnford, relative to the amount of tine Estimate for the Rideau Ceilal, 
1 now forward, for the Master General's and Boanfs information and ordeis, the 
inclosed Report from Colonel Dumford, dated 24th April, and Papers referred to^ 
relative to the Rideau Canal, also a subsequent Letter from the Colonel, deted 
10th May last, in continuation of the same subject. 

By these Papers (of which a list is enclosed mariced O.) it appears that in addi- 
tion td the expense at present estimated fi:^ this Canal, (£.576,757,). a fiirtker sam 
of £.116,686 will be required, of which £.30,134 is die amount oi the excess in 
the execution of the Works already finished, after deducting some savings upon 
other parts; also £. 2 ,843, the amount of errors in the original Estimate, and 
£.83,714 for &dditi&£al Works, which it is stated were neither contemplated by 

Lieutenant- 
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lieutenaDt^Colonel By nor ordered by the Committee of wUch Sir James Kwipt 
was President, and consequently are not included in the original Estimate for the 
Rideau Canal. 

On the^e Expenses I have to observe, that an excess of £. 30)04>o on, so large mk 
Expenditure already incurred (£. 549,000) for work carried on, for the greater part 
through a country hitherto a wilderness, does not appear extraordinary, hot sach 80 
ii^ be expected, and Lieutenant-Colonel By has furnished the enclosed State- 
neat marked (B.) showing upon what particular points at die Canal these excesses 
haye occurred. 

In regard to the additional Works, which are calculated at ad August 1830. 

£.83,714, it is much to be rejretted that these s^^ea were j^^^ to^lS^hiTSJ'L'a^^ 
foreseen and onginaUy provioed for. Colonel Durntord states, tnat jaeata now transuitted enable him to 
lix prindpel item of expense of tbest additional Works is for waste form one), on tbe three several sums 
Weirs at each of the Dams and nest of Locks, the necessity for which '*«»,'^P?«^.<!?1' "J E"?"' ^""^ 
^me particularly apparent after the failure of the I>am at the l^^^rtil^Ja'At".?^ 
Hogs Back: insomuch that it is found necessary that they shoula satisfactorily aoeounted for; and if be 
be adopted on the whole line of the Canal, and that their beneficial is unable to form a decided opinkm, 
effects have been already satisfactorify proved where executed. I have tbat b^ ;wttW bave tbe goodueesto 
. « I*' t m *^ I • I- u 1. DoiBt out to tbe Board upon each or 

to observe, there can be no doubt that every precaution should be ^^^ ^^ ^^ ^^^^^ ^y^^ ^^ ^iAi. 

adopted to prevent accidents to the Dams upon which the efficiency cultyof formine sucb opinion lien, and 
of tne Canal will so greatly depend : but 1 recommend their use to be. tbe course wbfcb be would advise to 
Hmited to such cases as both Colonel Dumford and Lieut-Colonel By ^J^^ Ttl^'lLTof^^tbe W 
consider absolutely necessary. A detailed List, marked (K). No. 5, g,^a diSict opinion wbetber tbis 
page 3, of these services is enclosed. large increase of tbe original Estimate 

These Expenses (including the errors of £.2,843 ^^ *« original i** under eacb bead, satisfactorily 
Estimate wm make a total off. 693.448 for the Ridea-. [SruT'cJ^: :f':?gS:t"o?'JSS 

The Work appears to be in rapid progress, and is expected to be ^^^^ atucba to tbe parties coa* 
completed in August 1831, if the necessaiy funds are provided ; it ceraed. 
may therefore be here proper to add, that the sum of £.436,666 has 
already beep voted for this Canal, includipg the grant of 1830, and thereferiB) 
according to the present calculation, a further sum of £.256,777 requires- still to- be 
voted for its completion. 

Besides the above-mentioned services, there are four others now brought forward 
for the first time, viau — £ * d 

23 Bloddiouses • - • * 33*ood - - 

Laad for ditto, and Defenoea - -. 20,000 - -> 

Reservoir at By Town • - - 8,000 - - 

15 Bridges ovet the Canat - • 8,230 - - 

£ 60 2^0 - - ^ **^**^ *""•' ^53>ooo 18 forde- 

y?*^^ fedfces only, and may be entirely poet- 

, , . - _, pooed; te^ be dealt witb bereafter by tbe 

These aervKes do not appear to becommenced, but wait the orders Txeasury as a separate question ; but 

of Government ; and. although they da not seem to be absolutely someof tfae 15 Bridges must be per- 

necessaiy for the navigatioo of the Rideau, yet they are so nearly Jj^? ori "^nil**^^ ^b^n^*? 

connected with the Canat, that the possibUity of their being ulti- ^^attd^ Tbe BoHJd requ^t'sir 

mately found advisable should not be lost sight of. The Block- a. Bkrve's opinion upon tbis point, 

houses, if constructed now, are intended also to lodge some of the and also wbetber tbe Act directs in 

Lock-masters, and in this case the Houses provided for them in the ^'J^ ^.^^ "^"ff ^ ^''\ 1^'^ 

••iT?^-^ , ^, , ^ S rrt 1 n ^L Beard nkowise wisb to know wbetber 

original Estimate need not be constructed. The purchase of the sir A. Bryce is able to form any 

land is altogether a part of the expense attending tbe Defences ; opinion as to tbe ultimate probability 
the proposed Reservoir is partly proposed for tbe Canal, and partly o^ ^c large Reservoir being con- 
for its defence, it being intended to feed the first eight Locks, and s^^^*®^* 
ateo-ta serve as a wet ditch for the defence of the entrance of th6 
Canal ; and some of the proposed Bridges most, I understand, be erected to com« 
ply with the conditions of the Rideau Act On these services I would recommend 
that' the whole should be deferred until the Canal is completed, and until the general 
question of the "Works require ifor its defence can be considered and finally ap- 
proved ; therefbrt the Lock-masters' Houses, and a small Reservoir to feed the 
first eight Locks, which is provided in the original Estimate, should be constructed, 
and only such of the proposed Bridges as Government is bound to construct by 
the Rideau Act; a Dst of which Lieut-Colonel By should report as soon as 
possible. 

23d July 1 830. ^ ^- ^- 
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Iir teply to the Boai'd*8 Miuufe of the 2d instant, Sir A. Bryce has to obaerve; 
ygirk jrespect to the.errors, amounting to £. 2,843, on the origlnsd Estimate handed* 
to the Committee, that Colonel Durnford, in his Letter of the 24th April 1830,, 
paragraph 7, states j that Lieutenant-Colonel By offers no explanation upoti these 
errors ; it is therefore necessary that Colonel Durnford should investigate and report^ 
upon them before any opinion can be given from this Office. 
- In regard to the excess and additional Works, amounting to £.113,848, Colonel: 
Piimford's Letter of loUi May 1830, No. 52, transmits Lieutenant-Colonel ByV 
Statement in explanation, as to how the balance of excesses and sayings produce^ 
the several results, making up the. total sum of £.30,143, stated as excess ; but 
although certain quantities and amounts are shown in the Report (K.) the Documents; 
transmitted will not enable Sir A. Bryce to form a decided opinion, whether the 
increase is satis&ctorily accounted for, nor upon the additional Works, and that 
therefore it appears advisable a reference should be made to Colonel Durnford^ 
who should, on the spot, go into a minute investigation of the several items of 
Documents, (K.) and particularly report whether the whole of those which had been 
marked thus *, in red ink, in this OflSce, were indispensably necessary for thq 
execution of the Ridrau Navigation. It is also recommended that Colonel Durn- 
ford ishould transmit a descriptive Report, explaining the nature of the Works a( 
each Station, as embraced in the Estimate of £.576,000, handed to the Committee^, 
the alterations now executed or proposed, with his opinion on the necessity or 
expediency of the alterations, showing particularly the causes which have led to the 
alteration in the use of the Dams, wnich were originally intended to be themselves 
waste Weirs, whereas separate Works are now proposed for this purpose, without 
explaining the reasons of the alteration, nor the maximum heights at which it is 
assumed that the Dams might answer the double object originally designed ; and 
with respect to die expense of the construction of the Chaudi^e Bridges and the 
Toll-house, Colonel Durnford should report the present annual Toll, and wha( 
addition may be expected ; also, whether there is any Act of L^islature securing 
to Government the right of Toll. 

In regard to the construction of the Bridges at the expense of Government, 
where the Canal cuts into any highway. Colonel Durnford should communicate 
^th the Crown Lawyers, as to the full intent and meaning of the nth Article of 
the Rideau Act, which refers to these Bridges, and after receiinng and considering 
that interpretation, he should communicate with the Surveyor-General of the Upper 
Province, as to what Bridges Oovemmadt, under that interpretation, are liable to 
construct, and then report accordingly, stating the expense, and whether, as the 
Dams are no longer ta be considered as waste Weirs, they may not become Cause- 
ways, and by a slight deviation of the course of the Road, serve instead of the 
Bridges^ ^ich would be otherwise constructed ; the time at which these Bridges 
are to be executed, by the Rideau Act, is prescribed to one month after any Road 
has been destroyed by the construction of the Canal. In regard to .the proppsed 
lai^e Reservoir in front of Upper By Town, Colonel Durnfowl should also report 
specifically on the necessity or expediency of constructing this Work as regards the^ 
Canal, the defences and the health (so far as he can form an opinion) of the imme- 
diate vicinity. It will be necessary that Document (K.) should be sent back 16 
Colonel Dumf6rd, who should be directed to return it to England, with the Report 
and information now recommended to be called for. 

11 August 1830. C.G.E. , 



LETTER from Lieutei^ant-Colonel 3^, to Sir Alexander Bryce^ Inspector-General 

of Fortifications, &c. &c &c, ^ 

Royal Engineer's Office, By Town, Rideau Canal^ 
Si r, 8th January 1831. 

I HAV£ the honour of transmitting, for the information of his Lordship the 
Master General, and Right honourable and Honourable Board of Ordnance, a 
Plan of the Route of the Rideau Canal, with a section showing the various lifts of 
the Lock, the distance betw^n the lifts, and the sqm expended on each work 
from the commencement on 21st September 1826, to the 31st December 1830, 

from' 
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from wjiicji it appears that. £.575^551. 4, 2^. haa been expended, and that 
£. 1 1 7,898. 7. 7i- still remains unexpended of the Estimate of £. 693,448, 1 1 . 1 oj. 

?ven to the Committee in June 1828, of which his Excellency Sir James Kempt was 
resident. 

I have also the honour to report/ from the rapid progress already made towards 
'completing these works; I have every reason to believe the whole will be finished 
m August next ; but as the expense depends in a great measure on contingencies, 
the extent of which cannot be exactly ascertained, as they chiefly arise from the 
immense pressure of water, and the periodical sickness, it is impossible for me to 
report the precise sum that may be required ; but at this moment, as far as I can 
judge from what has occurred in the construction of these Works, I am of opinion 
that the balance of £. 117,898. 7. 7i. still remaining unexpended of the above- 
.mentioned Estimate, will prove sufficient to complete this Water Communication from 
the Ottawa to Kingston. 

A detailed Report of the expense of each work is now forming, to lay before 
Colonel Dumford, Commanding Royal Engineers, Canada, to enable him to report 

00 the necessity of each item, 

1 I have the honour to be, &c. &c. &c. 

(signed) John By^ Lieutenant-Colonel, 

« Royal Engineers Commanding, Rideau Canal. 

Forwarded for the Master-General's and Board's information and orders. There 
is some mistake ^n the sum ^re stated by Lieutenant-Colonel fiy, as the amount 
,of the Estimate laid before t^ie Committee beipg £. 693,448, no such amount having 
been given. : . ; : . 

- It is therefore proposed to call on Lieutenant*Colood By for an explanation ; in 
the mean time it has been considered proper to report the receipt of this Letter, 
i' . ■ • ' 

18 May ^831. (signed) C. G. E. ao May 1831. 

Submit to the Master General. (signed) H. D. 21 May 1831. 

In acknowledging the receipt of this Letter, Sir A, Bryce ,will inform Lieutenant- 
Colonel By, that tl^ Estimate given by him to the Committee in 18^28, amounted 
to £-576,757 only, and not,;as he states, to the sum of £.693,448. 11. lo. That 
the latter sum is the amount of his supplementary Estimate, given in by him in 
1830, which has never been sanctioned by the Government. That the greater 
part of the money; which has been expended, has not yet been voted by Parliament, 
and that he is on no account to undertake any new work, or to incur any expense 
in the completion of those now in progress, unless the same should be deemed of 
pressing importance, and essentially necess{^7 for the due completion and security 
of the Canal. ^^.^^^ j j^ 

Orderi^, That the (Mr^tions contained in the Master-General's Minute, be carried 93 May 1831. 
into effect, ^^^^^^ jj jy 



EXTRACT of a Letter from Colonel Dumford to Lieutenant-Colonel Fanshawe^ 

Royal Engineers, &c. &c. &c. 

Sir, Royal Engineer's Office, Quebec, 15 July 1831. 

Her^wjitu I have the honour to return the Document (K.), transmitted to me 
for nay infonnation and further report ; and I have to state, for the ipformation of 
Major-General Sir Alexander Bryce, that having arranged with Lieut. -Colonel By, 
who came tq .Quebec during the winter ifor that purpose, the mode of affording the 
in.^fmation.and explanations required, so as to render them as clear and intelligible 
jas possible, I proceeded, as soon after the opening of the Navigation as my other 
(iuties would permit, to By Town, and through the whole line of the Canal, accom- 
paqietl.by Lieut.-Colonel By, for the purpose of forming my opinion of the correctr 
ness of his statements in the accompanying Documents, as 6ir as the present 
♦ 5^0^ D advanced 
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advaiiced etate of the Wdrks w<}uld allow roe, Bhd, iti fact, to roak6 theni 
in a measure iiiy own. The following is a description of the aceoropanying 
Dbcuments :— -• 

No. 1, explains the errors in the original Estimate of £.576,757 handed to the 
Committee, amounting to £. 2,843> and increasing it to £. 579,600. 

No. 2, comprising from No. 1 (K.) to No. 23 (K.) and a Document marked (E.) 
referred to in page 179 of No. 4(K.)f affords the explanations required on the items 
of Document (K.), marked a|e in red ink, in j'our office, showing the causes of the 
excess of £.30,134 on the Estimate handed to the Committee corrected, being the 
Balance between the savings and excesses on the several Works contemplated and 
provided for in that Estimate; and the nature of the extra Works found necessaiy 
in the progressof the Work, which were not contemplated, nor provided for in tha^ 
Estimate, and amounting to £. 83,714. 

No. 3 contains a Description and progress Report of the Works on each Section cf 
the Canal, 21 in number, 311 pages, comprising an Account of the Expenditure 
under the head of Contingencies: a Statement (No. 1.) of Compensation, wit^i 
Copies of Letters relating to it annexed ; an Abstract (No. 2.) of Lands purchased; 
an Abstract (A.), showing the probable sums required to complete each Section, t6 
the 31st December last, in addition to those stated id Document (K.); and an 
Abstract Statement of the Expenditure on each Section up to the 31st December 
last, and of the sums required to complete them. 

No. 4 contains a correspondence on the subject of the ToUs of the Chaudi^re 
Bridges, and the construction of the Bridges which Government will be required 
to erect, where the Canal cuts into any existing or intended Highway, containing 
the opinion of the Attorney-Greneral of the Upper Province on these points, and 
the instructions of the Commander of the Forces, in consequence, to bring th^ 
subject of the former before him again at the next meeting of the provincial 
ParlkmenU I was informed by Lieutenant-Cdonel By that the ToUs are dt pre- 
sentleC for £. 200 a year, and that no increase to that rent is yet expect^ 

No^ 5 contains a Copy of a Letter, and the original document thet^with 
received, which I forward as requested by Lieutenant-Colonel By, to show the 
difficulties he has had to contend with, affecting the Expenditure and progress of the 
Work, from the sickness which prevailed throughout the Western half «f the Canal. 

With respect to the " causes which led to the alteration in the use of the Dams,*' 
it' was considered, that, if allowed to serve as waste Wdrs, as well as Dams, as at 
6nt intended, they wotild from their perpendicular construction in front, be Kable^ 
at any height, to have their foundations washed away ; and further, that tbehr tops 
woaM al$o be liable to be injured by the drift wood constandy passing over them^ 
wbkih must be expected in great quantities for many years, particularly during :tiie 
Fresdes in the Spring, and therefore, that it was advisable to construct a waste 
chiinnel at each Dam. 

Wkh regard to the " necessity or expediency of constructing the large Reservoir 
^ in front of Upper By Town, as regards tiie Canal, the defences and the health 
** of the vicinity," I have to observe, that as the distance from the Locks at 
By Town to those at HartweH is 3 J miles, and from the latter to the Hog's Back 
about 1 i mile, it would be difficult to ensure anv drainage of the Canal, between 
the two former by vessels passing between By Town and Ottawa only, or by the 
leakage of the embankments, being regularly replenished from the still water above 
the Hog*s Back, and that therefore I consider a Reservoir, as near as possible to 
the he^ of the Locks at By Town, very desirable ; about six acres have been 
already formed, and the necessity and expecfiency of forming the remainder, depend 
xxpon tarioas circumstances, as the extent of the leakage of the Embankment, the 
increase of trade, and particularly the Works of defence decided on, for the construe* 
tion of which the excavation would be required, and to the strength of which the 
Reservoir itself would greatiy contribute. The land required for this double pur- 
pose was originally swampy, but was cleared and has recently been -drained into the 
Canal at the expense of Government, which must, I conceive, have in some degree 
tended to promote the very liealthy state of the vicinity. 

It is my duty to draw the attention of Sir Alexander Bryce to the descriptiv6 
and progress Report (No. 3O herewith transmitted, as it details and explains the 
necessity of various executed or contemplated services therein included, which 
cdllectively entail a further increase to the Estimate of the expense of the Rideau 
Canal, amounting to about £. 26,626 beyond the amount I before reported ; and 
1 think it right to add, that I consider it by no means improbable, that even the 
' ambiint 
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aitoount toow oontempidted may be firaod inadeqilaie^ tbbu^ I trust any fiirtber 
demand will be tnflingi as the Works are generally so neany dmwing to a close,! 
that some unforeseen accident alone should occasion it. In conclusion, it becomes 
me to observe, that aldiou^ Lieut-Colonel By's. Report is dated in January last, 
having found it necessary to take it back with him for revision, I did not receive 
it in a shape to forward, until I bronaht it with me to Quebec on mj return horn 
iby late tour *of inspection, nor coujd 1 have forwarded it satisfactorily before I had 
made the investigation required. 

I have the honour to be, &c« 
(signed) R. Dumford, Commanding Engineers, Canada^ 

fbrwarded for the information of the Board, jn compliance with their order of 
the 17th August 1830, ^ and in reference to their Minute of the 2d August 
1830, <m my Report of Uie 23d July, forwarding Colonel Dumford's Letter of 
S{4th April 183a 

It will appear by the present Report, that Colonel Durnfbrd has carefully inves- 
tigated the several explanations aiSorded by Lieut^-Colonel By, in respect to the 
excess of his expenditure beyond the Estimate of £.576,757, which he handed to 
the Committee in 1828. 

The accompanying Documents contain explanations on each of the points sug- 
gested in the Report from my office of 11th August 1830, the conrecteess and 
sufficiency of which, as stated by Lieut.-Colonel By in document (K.), are verified 
by Colonel Dumford's opinion. 

I have attentively considered the whole of what is stated, and submit the following 
conclusion : That the errors in Lieut-Colonel By's Estimate of £.576,757 are errors 
of calculation amounting to £.2,843. {Vide No. 1.) 

No. 2, containing explanations for No. 1 to No. 23, together with the descriptive 
and progress. Report, are the result of Colonel Durnfbrd 's investigation as regards 
the excesses £.30,134, and extra Work £.83,714, reported in Colonel Dumknd's 
Letter of the 24th April 1830; and when it is considered that a work -of such mag- 
nitude and novelty as the Rideau Navigation, has been carried on, not in a settled 
country, where aU the localities and resources might be intimately known, but 
pushed on by the greatest exertion, in a new country, with a new estabUshment 
formed on the spot, it is not surprising that errors ^ould have arisen, and thfr 
Estimates framed in its early stages of progress should have proved insufficient. 
The explanations have been fully gone inta The expediency of the pwtial devia^ 
tions which have been made from the original project could only be ascerlained on 
the spot ; but I concur in the principles which have led, as measures of security, 
to the adoption of waste Weirs; and the consequent enlargement of the Dams, 
Embankments, and Chamber Wells, the Stop Gates, the occasional Guard Locks, 
the raising of the level of the Summit Pond, and the straightening the line of 
Navigation wherever it could be done. 

There are some of the excesses which are not satisfactorily explained, viz. an 
excess of £. 2,099 ^° lengthening the cut stone Bridge at the Entrance Valley ; the 
allowance to the Contractor of the Materials for taking up masonry, which had to 
be removed in consequence of the alteration of the size of the Locks ; and the 
extra allowance for parts of the invert Arches from the same cause, and the addi- 
tional quantity of Masonry at the Hog's Back. 

It will be seen in the Document, No. 3, Abstract (A.) that an expense of 
£.25,624. 13. 4^ is contemplated beyond the amount of £.693,448. 11. 10 i. 
ahready reported in Colonel Dumford's Letter of 24th April 1 830 ; and Colond 
Durnford further states, that it is by no means improbable that the amount now 
contemplated may be found inadequate ; and considering that, although the work 
was drawing fast to a close when this Report was written, none of the Lojcks had 
then been proved, it is very probable that some partial imperfections may be visibly 
the adjustment of which could not be estimated. 

In Document, No. 4, it will be seen, that although the Expenditure in the 
Chaudi^re Bridges has amounted to £.6,165. 12. 9. there is a present income 
arising from Tolls amounting to £.200, and which, as the settlement of the country 
advances (in wh](ih these Bridges will essentially assist), may be expected to increase. 
Amojigst these Papers, (No. 4.) will be seen the opinion of the Attorney*General 
of Upper Canada, that substantial Bridges must be constructed over the Canal 
wlrenever a public travelled road shall be crbssed by the Canal, in order that public 
intercourse by meads of the then existing roads may not be interrupted. The 
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amount of expense which will thus fajl upon the Goyeniixi^nt caiu^pt) I co^ceive^ 
be stated, unless the Surveyor General of the. Province shall state distinctly, what^ 
are the public travelled roads which require such Bridges. 

The necessity for the formation of a Reservoir at the head of the Entrance Valley, 
is shown by this Letter to rest in some degree upon the trade that may eventually 
be carried on between By Town and the Lower Province. I am therefore of 
opinion, that the execution of this work may be postponed until the service actually 
requires it 

4th November 1831. 

Copy of a LETTER from R. Byhstm^ Esquire, to the Honourable J. Stewart^ 

&c. &c. &c. 

Sib, Office of Ordnance, 20th February 1 833. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your Letter, dated tl^e 7th 
instant, relative to the further sum of £.25,624. 13. 4. which it has been:stated 
will be required for the completion of the Rideau Canal ; and I am commapdipd to 
request you will inform the Lords Commissioners of llis Majesty's Treasury that 
the Master Generd and Board having attentively considered their Lordships' 
Minute upon this subject, they b^.to submit to their Lordships the inclosed Copy 
of a Memorandum from the Office of the Inspector General of Fortifications, dated 
the loth instant, and to explain to their Lordships that the Report and voluminous 
Documents relative to this matter, have required much time, labour and considera- 
tion ; but that the result as to expense is stated in the accompanying Abstract (A.) 
(Copy) which will show that the excesses relate exclusively to Works cante9Hpkted by 
Parliament in 1831, as stated in Mr. Tennyson's Letter to Mr. Spring Rice, dated 
die 4th instant, and are not occasioned by any new Works. 

The Master General and Board beg to observe, that had the Lords of the 
Treasury been pleased to communicate to this Department the Vote of 1831, the 
Master General and Board would have acted upon die rule to which they uniformly 
and rigidly adhere, by directing that such Vote should in no cs^e be exceeded ; and 
at any rate they conclude that the Engiqeers will have acted upon this general 
practice, if the Lords of the Treasury made the usual communication of the Vote of 
1831 to the Authorities in Canada, in terms calculated to check the expenditure 
beyond the amount of that Vote. I ^m also instructed to observe, that no orders, 
either from this Board, or from the Lords of the Treasury, subsequent to the above 
Vote, could have affected the estimate of this additional expense of £. 25,624, which 
was framed by Lieutenant-Colonel By in January 1831, communicated by Colonel 
Durnford's Letter, dated in July last, and received in London in the month of 
September. 

With regard to the ultimate expenditure upon the Works contemplated in 1 83 1 
for opening the Rideau Canal, I am commanded to state, that the Master General 
and Board did not collect from any thing which heretofore transpired, that this Vote 
was to be Jinal. On the contrary, it was always stated by this Department, 
and seemed to be understood on all hands, that a further charge would probably 
arise. (The Master General and Board here beg to refer to a memorandum dated 
January 1831, from the office of the Inspector. General of Fortifications, and the 
Report to the Lords of the Treasury therein referred to, printed, page 13 of the 
Report to the Comtnittee of The House of Commons upon the Rid(^u Canal in 
1831.). Moreover, that in the Report of the Commons' Committee page 7, such 
further charge is distinctly anticipated. They say, " Some uncertainty seems still 
•^ to prevail with regard *to the ultimate expense; and they recommend that the 
'^ officer superintending the work^ shall be instructed to frame an accurate estimate 
'^ of what is still necessary to open the navigation on the Rideau Canal, and that 
'^ this Estimate shall, with as litde delay as possible, be submitted to Parliament* 
** In the mean time the Committee do not object to the vote off. 256,000, seeing 
'^ no reason to imagine it will, be more than enough to satisfy outstanding claims^ 
'^ They are induced to recommend the propriety of obtaining an immediate Estimate 
'' of what remains to be done, from an apprehension that more money may still be 
" required.'' 

The Master General and Board beg to submit that such was the tone of all the 
evidence given, and of all, the communications to and f^om this DeparUqent, and of 
the^ dis.cussions in Parliament, and, although no communication Was made by the 
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Lbrds of the: Treasury to the/Boarfl . of ; Orilnance of th^e. redommeBdatiop of the 
Committee above cited, yet it has in fact been met by the information furnished by, 
the* Board's Officers in Canada. * That accordin^y the Master Greneral t^nd Bp^rd 
were iiot prepared for the surprize now expressed by their Lordships, but were rather 
gratified to find that the total excess was oiily likely tQ be, by Lieut-Coionel By's 
Report received in September 1831, £25,624, as far. as it could be accurately 
estimated, and that there does not exist any apprehension of more, thaii a '' trifling 
addition ta the expenditure actually foreseen, in order to. bring the Rideau Canal to 
l^cIose• 

The Master General and Board beg permission, finally, to remajrk, that it is of 
course for the Government to decide whether the whole of the immense outlay 
already incurred, shall be lost, when the Canal can be opened by means of a com- 
paratively small addition to the charge ; and they think it right to state that any 
suspense of the work, with a view to resumption hereafter, would necessarily in- 
crease the expenditure considerably, and render a large portion of the establishment 
mainCained in Canada for this object a dead weight in the mean time. 

I have the honour to be, &c. &c. &c. 

(signed) R. Byham. 



Mem. 10 February 1832. 



The cause of the excess of £. 25,624 on the Rideau Canal, referred to in the 
enclosed Minute from the Treasury, as also the amount of £. 113,843 for errors, 
excesses and extra Works before reported, and on which latter the Board, by order 
of 19th August 1830, called for further information, are explained in the Docu- 
ments sent to the Board with Sur A. Bryce's Minute of the 4th November 
last, upon a Letter from Colonel. Dumford, dated 15th July 1831 ; and amongst 
Uiese Lieutenant-Conlonel By has furnished a Document, dated 14th January 1831, 
containing 311 folio pages, and so detailed that the several explanations are given 
in more than 500 items of expense, showing in each the amount of the item in 
the Estimate of £.576,757 given to the Committee in Canada, the amount ex- 
pended at the date of the Report, and the amount required to complete ; and ^here 
the item has required an increase of expenditure beyond the amount stated in the 
Estimate of £. 576,757, explanation is given. To detail these particulars in this 
Minute would be only a repetition of Lieutenant-Colonel By's Documents, the 
whole of which must be perused by those who wish to be fully informed upon. the 
subject, but the result is, as to txpensCy shown in an Abstract (A.), one of the 
Papers referred to by Lieutenant-Colonel By, by which it appears, that after allow- 
ing £.32,857. 17. for savings on some of the Works executed, or not required to 
be executed, and provided for in the original Estimate, there is an excess of £. 25,624 
beyond the total of £. 693,448 before reported ; and in closing this Report Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel By states as follows : — 

'' I beg in conclusion to remark, that the original Plan and Estimate were 
^' formed from as correct data as could be obtained during the period that the woods 
'' and swamps were uncleared, and in consequence of their almost imipenetrable 
*• nature ; many of the surveys required had to be taken during the severity oi 
'' a Canadian winter ; and when these circumstances are taken into consideration,, 
*' with the additional fact that from the country being so extremely unhealthy, 
" nearly all my Officers, Clerks of Works and Overseers, have suffered from 
" repeated and severe attacks of sickness, cau^t whilst in the performance of their 
'' respective duties, it will not, I think, appear so much a matter of surprise that 
** the Plans and Sections have in some instances proved to be incorrect, as that so 
" few errors have taken place/* 

The foregoing Document forms a portion of those recently called for by The House 
of Commons. 

In regard to the period now fixed for opening the Canal, a delay on whieh the 
Treasury requires explanation, it can only be stated, that the time first named was 
generally considered very limited ; and when it is remembered that sickness and un>- 
foreseen casualties have operated to retard completion for a short time, yet the Work, 
as a whole, maybe said, to have been executed most rapidly ; besides, a considerable 
portiori of the Line was opened in the Autumn of 1831, and measures then taken to 
reduce the EstabHshment, by withdrawing some of the Officers employed on tbeWork, 
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and the tw6CGn)|)tirie8 of Sappera and Mimrs^ ^^hidi have now h^en taitied mtd 
defect. 

In regiid to the question ftom die IVeasury, as to the petiod when the Rqport in 
qnestion ximft received by the Ordnance, I have to state, that it was received in this 
Office on the 3d September ; and after it had been inily gone into, and die numerona 
deta^ed DocamentS) having reference thereto, duly examined and fnlly considered, die 
virhole were forwarded to the Board, with SirA.Bryce's Report of 4th November last 

In reply to the Board's qu^on, as to what commnnication has been made to 
Canada regarding the Vote of 1831, 1 have to observe, that no official commonicatiou 
has bett made to diis Office of the Vote befaig granted, and cpnseqneddy ho com- 
mtonicatlon has been made to Canada from hence ; indeed, as the Vote is taken bg^ 
anothe* Department, and not by the Ordnance, it is to be presumed, that dMit 
D^artment may have made the necessary communication to the Ordnance, or 
proper Authorities in Canada, with a view to check the issuing of any aoms 
beyond the sum voted; such is die usual course for Works voted by tfaa 
Ordnance, ahhough such communications are made by the Board direct to the 
respective Officers at the Station, and not to this Office, further than the 
Master General and Board's Orders upon the Annual Estimate, which are reported 
on iVom this Office to agree with the Votes which the Board notify their intention to 
propose to Parliament. 

In reference to that part of the Treasury Minute, wherein information is required 
whether any expenditure, &c. has been incurred beyond the amount sanctioned ; 
it .appears by Lieutenant-Colonel By*s Report of 14th January 1831, that ^ 
total expenditure at that period was f .585,980, which falls short of Ae Votes for 
diis Canal by the gum of £. 106,686, and this amount has therefore been available 
for the progress of the Canal for the year 1 831 ; but it cannot now be stated from' 
this office, nor, it is presumed, without reference to Canada, whether this sum ha* 
been exceeded, or what liabilities the Government are now under to toeet existing 
contracts, although it may be observed that by Lieutehant-^Colonel By's Report 
above quoted, he sttites that "he has every reason to supposie that £.25,61^4 in 
" addition will prove sufficient;'' but this is exclusive of £.782 which remains to 
be yet voted on the total of the Estimate before submitted to Parliament. 

10 Feb. 1832. (signed) C. G. £. 



Copy of TREASURY MINUTE, dated iitfi May 183a. 

My Lords read the Letter from the Secretary of the Ordnance, dated 
20th February 1832, containing the Observations of the Master General and 
Board, in reply to the Minute of My Lords of the 7th of February, upon the 
subject of the further additional Estimate then for the first time communicated to 
this Board, of £. 25,624 for the Rideau Canal. 

My Lords resume the consideration of the former Papers upon this subject. 

In that Minute, My Lords expressed their concern, that, in addition to the very 
large sum sanctioned by this Board and by Parliament, as an excess of the original 
Estimate of Deutenant-Colonel By for these Works, they should be called upon 
to provide a further sum of £.25,624, and that they should be left in doubt whether 
even that amount would be sufficient to cover the expenditure, Colonel Durnford 
having expressed some hesitation upon the subject 

My Lords also requested to be informed when this additional Estimate was 
received in this country, and whether the expenditure upon the Canal had exceeded 
the amount granted by Parliament for the purpose. 

It appears from the explanation of the Master General and Board of Ordnance, 
that the Papers which show that this further sum of £. 25,624 will be required, were 
prepared by Colonel By, in the month of January 1831, and were transmitted from 
Canada to this country by Colonel Dumford on the 15th July 1831, and that they 
were received in this country in the month of September. 

When My Lords consider that so large an exceeding as £.116,691 had been 
already sanctioned by Parliament, they cannot but regret that they should not have 
been apprized that a further expenditure would be required to complete the Works 
upon the Canal, because they would, if informed of that feet, have been able to 
have procured further information before they could be required to prepare an 
Estimate for Parliament on account of the Canal. 

Thb 
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This information is the more necessary on account of Colonel Dumford's obser- 
rations, it appearing from his statement to be by no means improbable that a still 
further sum may hereafter be applied fpr ; and, My Lords, although they cannqt 
avoid submitting an Estimate for the Rideau Canal to Parliament, will suspend any 
issue thereon, when voted^ uqtil they shall be able to a^ertain precisely the whole 
amount that can be required for die completion of the Works. 

With respect to that part of the L^tti^r from t\\e Ofdn^nce which ralfit^s to the 
eipenditure of 1831, My Lords are of opinion that there was no necessity for any 
communication to be made from this Qoard of the amount voted by Parliamept for 
the purpc^ The Votes of Parliament are of themselves suffident intimation upon 
die subject, and it appears to My Lords to be the duty of the respective Depart- 
ments to take cognizance of the Votes fbr all Services concjacted under their direc- 
tion, and to issue proper instructions upon them* 

- My Lords consider that it would not have come within the scope of their do^, 
to have entered into any communication upon the subject with the Ordnan^re 
Officers in Canada, it not being the usage of tne Board of Treasury on any occasion 
to give instructions or directions to any of the Ordnance Officers, except throq^ 
the Master General and Board. 

It has been the constant desire of My Lords, in communication with the several 
Departments of the State, to prevent any possible exceeding of the Estimates 
voted by Parliament, as was. explained by tneir former Minutes; and if it shdl 
appear that any exceeding has again taken place in Canada, in this cascL 
My Lords are of opinion that a ven^ serious responsibility will have been incurred 
by the parties omcemed. My Lords trust, however, that no such exceeding has 
taken {^ace, since My Lords perceive that the expenditure had fallen short of the 
Votes to the close of'^ 1830 by the sum of £. 106,686 ; and although it is stated in 
the Letter of C!ommissary*»General Routh that an Estimate had been transmitted to 
him contemplating an expenditure of £.88,000 from March 1832 to complete the 
Can^ My.Lord^ in the ahsence of any stateoMttt of the actaial expenditure to 
the dose of 1831, are willing to hope that that amount formed part of the sum of 
£. iQ^fi%6 miexpeqded at the coQamencement of the year, and of the additional 
Estimate pf £. 25,624 now before My Lords. 

With respect to any issues uppn that ^stimatei My Lords are not called upon to 
gjlvje amy direction inUiout further and more specific infor^M^tion ; but it is satisfactory 
to My Lords to perceive that it has |M)t been prepared with a view to any additipn^ 
works, but appears, so far as My Lards can now judge, to have been framed tq 
meet som^ additioiud expenses upon work/s already sanctioned^ 

in the i9ean time sboiidd Parliament place £.50y0C0 at the disposal of His 
Majesty, on accoqnt of the Canal Communication in Canada, My Lords will 
•Qth^irize the Commissary General in Canada to apply, in the course of the y^sas 
1832, to that expenditure, such a sum as may nojt allow the expenditure for th^ 
]fe^i9 1831 and 1832, to exceed £.156,686, viz^ the balaoc^e of former G|fiq#t| 
unexpended at the beginning of 183 1, and the amount of the propose;;! Grant for 
1832, the sum of £. 25^24 to be however reserved till further directions. 

My Lords however desire that in makins this communication to the Commis-" 
sariat Officer, he may be specially joined not to pay any sum whatever which 
w^ pcpasicMi an expenditure for the two ye^irs greater than tine sina above 
mentioned, and also, that he will make no payment whatever for (his service,, except 
upon Drafts or Accounts specifically stated to be for this service. 

Request the Board of Ordnance to lay before My Lords with as little delay as 
possible, an Account erf" the tptal Expenditure for this service ^during jthe ycjar 1831, 
and to the lat^t period to which it can be carried forward. 

Transmit Copy of this Minute to the Secretary of the Ordnance for jthe M fister 
General and Board's infom^atlon, and for iJm gpye^iment of their Oflg^na in 
Qanada, and request they w^i issue Instructions to their Officers in Capada w^to 
draw for money for this Service upon the Commi^sftriftt Offioei^ for any. sum 
lieyond. the ampunt stated in this Minute, until further authority frpm jiitence haft 
been received, and to state on the i^ace of aJl their dfa/ts for this Servicq^ that tho 
Doney is required for the Canal Cpmmupications in Cc^ada^ disti^guishiffigMvbetJMr 
such expenditure is for the Rideau Oa^ or for the Canpls p^ the Qttaiii^. 

Transmit Copy of this Minute to Commissary-General. Routh. 
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Appendix, No. 2. 

•Copy of LETTER from the Secretary of the Ordnance, dated 21 May 1832, 
respecting the Expenditvre upon the Works of the Rideau Canal in 
Canada ; together with a Copy of the Treasury Minute thereon. 

LETTER from R. Byhamy Esq. to the Right hon. T. Spring Rice, 

. &c. &c. &c. 
Sir, Officeof Ordnance, 2 1st May 1832. . 

Referring you to my commu^cations of the 17th and 20th February last, 
transmitting various Documents connected with the progress of an Expenditure 
upon the Works of the Rideau Canal ; — . 

I have the honour, by command of the Master General and Board of Ordnance, 
to forward to you, for the purpose of being submitted to the Lords Commissioner^ 
of His Majesty's Treasury, a further Letter from Lieut-Colonel Bv on the same 
subject, to which is annexed a Report from the Inspector General of Fortifications, 
dated the 1 8th instant ; and, as the Papers accompanying the said Letter are ex- 
tremely voluminous, and would occupy a considerable penod in copying, the Master 
General and Board, in order to save time, are inducedf to send the same in original, 
iwith the Board's request that they may be returned as soon as they can be conve- 
niently spared ; and if it should be their Lordships' desire to be furnished with 
Copies of those Documents, the Master General and Board will order the same 
to be prepared, on receiving back the Papers, with a notification of their Lordships' 
wish to that effect; and with any further. communication which their Lordship^ 
may consider it necessary to make to this Department on the subject in question. 
I have the honour, &c. &c. (signed) R. Byham. 



LETTER from Lieut. -Colonel By, Royal Engineers, to Colonel NicolU, 
Commanding Royal Engineers, Canada* 

Commanding Royal Engineer Office, 
Sir, . r . Rideau Canal, 27th Feb. 1832. 

NO Notifications having been made to me, that my progress Report to the 
31st December 1830, forwarded through Colonel Dumford, Royal Engineers, has 
been received by the Inspector General of Fprtifications, I have the honour of 
forwarding a Duplicate of the same for the information of the Master General and 
Right honourable and Honourable Board, with additional sheets, showing the 
amount expended to the 31st December 1831, and the sum required to com^ 
plete the Canal ; also, an Abstract (Z.), exhibiting the Total Expenditure from the 
commencement of that work to the 31st December last, and the amount which will 
be required during the present year to complete the Water Communication; and 
I fiiUy expect that the Canal will be opened throughout its whole extent by the 
ist May next. I have, &c. 

(signed) John By, Lieut-Colonel, Royal Engineers. 

—No. 20.— 
Received on 12th March, and forwarded on to the Inspector General of Forti- 
fications, (signed) Gust" Nicolls, Colonel, 
Quebec, 17th March 1832. Commanding Royal Engineers, Canada. 

Forwarded for the information of the Master General and Board, with reference 
to my Minute of the 4th November last, forwarding Colonel Durnford's Repdrt of 

15th Jury 1831. 

It will be seen, by a perusal of the present communication, that Lieut-Col. By, 
when he wrote this Letter, contetnplated the completion of the Rideau Canal by the 
first of this month ; and it appears by the Abstract (Z.) that the expenditure 
up to the 31st December 1831, was i.715,408. 15.6., being £.22,742. 15.6. 
more than has been voted by Parliament ; and that a further sum of £. 60,615. 10. 
would probably be expended for the completion of the Canial, making a total of 
£.776,024.' 5. 6. and an excess of £.83,358. 5. 6. beyond what is already voted 
by Parliament. I have however to observe, that this amount only provides .for 
the Civil and Military Establishments, up to the date of the contemplated com- 
pletion of the Work. It is therefore probable there will be a further excess on this 
^^•"(^3.) Columns 
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<Coiu^lns 9 and 10 ^how the expected saving and excess on the respective Iteoss 
of the Estimate of 31st December 1830^ I have marked opposite each sum iir 
those columns, the number of the page in the annexed copy of Lieut.-Col. By's 
Report of 14th January 1831, where his detailed explanations of the causes of these 
Savings and Excesses may be found. 

The Sums stilted necessary for Blockhouses and Land Defences (-f.27,750) in- 
cluded in the Abstract, do not form a part of the Canal Work, and therefore I con- 
clude, from Lieut-Col. By's explanations, will not be expended until further orders, 
although 1 apprehend that the total now stated (£. 803,774. 5. 6.) will eventually 
be required for the completion of the Canal with Bridges and Block-houses. 
18th May 1832. ' A.B. 

19th May 1832. 
Ordei-ed, That these Papers be immediately sent to the Treasury, being previously 
submitted to the Master General. T F K 

21st May 1832. Approved. J. K, 



Copy of TREASURY MINUTE, dated 25 May 1832. 

My Lords have under their serious consideration the Letter from the 
Secretary of the Ordnance of the 21st instant, transmitting to this Board a Letter 
from Colonel By, of 27th February 1832, accompanied by various explanatory 
Documents and Accounts, upon the subject of the Expenditure on the Works at 
the Rideau Canal to the close of 1831, and of that required to complete the Canal, 
d)e opening of which was expected to take place in the course of the present month. 

My Lords will take into their future consideration these voluminous Accounts 
and Fapers ; but they cannot delay expressing their opinion to the Master .General 
and Board of Ordnance on the conduct of Colonel By in carrying on this Work. 
It appears from that Officer's Letter, and from the Report of the Inspector General 
of Fortifications thereon, that Colonel By had actually expended lo the close of the 
year 1831, £.715,408. 15. 6., being £.22,742. 15. 6. more than had been granted 
for this Work by Parh'ament ; and that, without waiting for any authority from (his 
country, he has gone on during the present year with a further Expenditure, en- 
tirely unsanctioned, and which it is stated will probably amount to £.60,615. 10., 
making an excess of 83,358. 5. 6. beyond the amount g;ranced by Parliament. 
The Expenditure which was contemplated for this Canal, when the subject was 
iQimediatdy under the consideration of the Select Committee of the House of 
Commons in 183I) and the whole Expenditure for which any order has at any time 
been given by any competent authority, is £.693,448., exclusive of £.69,230. for 
Blockhouses and Works of Defence not sanctioned. In order therefore to complete 
the Work, Colopel By has, upon his own responsibility, thought proper- to expend no 
less than £. 82,576. My Lords assuming from these Papers that the Work has 
actually been carried on to itsxomp|etk)n, since the date of Colonel By's Letter of 
February last, and that the expense has not been less than the sum at which he then 
calculated it. 

It is impossible for My Lords to permit such conduct to be pursued by any 
public functionary. If My Lords were to allow any person whatever to expend 
>rith impunity, and particularly after repeated increases of' the original Estimate, 
upon any work under his superintendence, a larger amount than that sanctioned by 
Parliament and by this Board, there would be an end of all control, and My Lords 
would feel themselves deeply responsible to Parliament. They desire, therefore, 
tbat the Master General and Board will take immedif^e steps for removing Colonel 
fiy from any further superintendence over any part of the Works for making Canal 
Communication in Canada, and for placing some competent person in charge of 
those Works, upon whose knowledge and discretion due reliance can be placed ; to 
whom must be furnished a Statement of the Estimates and Grants, and who must 
4)6 strictly charged upon no account whatever to exceed the amount of the Grants. 

My ]u>rds farther desire that Colonel By may be forthwith ordered to return to 
this country, that he may be called upon to afford sUch explanation as My Lords 
way consider necessary upon this important subject. 

Let Copies of these Papers and of this Minute be forthwith prepared, with a 
vieiv to their being laid before The House of Commons. 
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(Z.) — ^ABSTRACT^ ffbowiogthe Sums Exfiended during the Half Vears eodiog 30tb Jupe and 

Total Amount of Works wben Completed ; with the Saving and 



- ' . 


1. 


t. 


3. ^ 


4. 


:5. 




ESTIMATE 

given to 

COMMI'ITEE. 


EXPENDED 
31 Deoenber 1850. 


iEXPENDED 

from 

31 December ia30 

till 

30 Jane 1831. 


EXPENDED 
from 30 June 
till ' 
31 December 1831. 


TOTAL 

EXPENDITURES 

. at Dee. 1831. 








£. s» d. 


£. s. d. 


£. s. d. 


£. 9. d. 


f. S. d. 


1. Entrance Valley & first 8 Locks 


68,413 11 4 


^SyS^l 13 7j 


4,393 13 11 


487 13 10} 


70,448 - 43 


a. From Eight Locks to Hogsl 
Back ^ - . - -; 


43i373 17 9 


60,485 14 3i 


1,058 17 - 


1,367 16 4i 


63,913 7 8i 


3- Hogs Back .... 


30,658 - 3 


33,369 17 4i 


500 6 4i 


1,303 7 10| 


35,073 11 8 


4. Black R^ids 


10,113 13 5 


13,131 16 loj 


838 15 8| 


. 919 4 


13,970 11 11 


5* Long Island .... 


33,504 3 6 


33,840 10 1 J 


5,333 1 lOj 


1,319 13 8} 


40,493 5 8i 


6. Burret's R^ids - 


11,349 9 5 


10,653 8 9f 


603 7 5i 


1,350 3 10| 


13,504 19 Ij 


7. Nicholson's Rapids •• 


10,735 9 4f 


13,581 7 H 


545 6 4 


988 3 6} 


15,114 16 - 


8. Clowe's Quarry . - - 


9,865 - 4i 


11,434 14 -J 


181 16 3| 


. 


11,616 10 3 


9. Merrick's MiDs - - - 


17,90610 9 


17,501 14 8 


1,318 1 li 


1,493 9 10 


30,3I« 5 7i 


lo. Maitland'ft Rapids ; 


5,776 5 7. 


^,545 14 8i 


151 15 10 


1,197 1 -i 


10,894 11 7 


1 1 . Edmond's Rapids & Phillip's Bay 


14,183 6 3 


7,153 10 8| 


1,633 10 l| 


687 7 6| 


9,463 8 5: 


13. Old Sly's Rapids ... 


13,348 18 lo) 


17,060 16 7g 


3,300 13 3 


347 11 -i 


19,509 - 11. 


13. Smith's Ealls - - . 


30,408 10 5| 


31,171 - 3j 


645 17 3} 


3,140 1 7| 


23,956 19 -^ 


14. First Ra{rfds .... 


10,718 1 loj 


14,109 18 10 


4,153 11 10 


6,469 18 6i 


«4,733 9 3j 


Oliver's ferry - - 


100 - - 


-^ 


... 


-^ 


^ 


15. Narrowe's ]Udeau I^ike 


409 10 - 


3,369 17 3l 


1,393 3 3j 


3,001, 7 3i 


6,56^^ 7 loj 


16. Ishmus, ditto . . .^ 

Strait between Mud & Clear } 

Lakes -- . . .J 


13,639 3 - 


30,105 9 3| 


6,813 13 3 


3,009 16 5 J 


2i8,92$ 18 11 


17. Chafiy's Mills & Small Isthmusl 
Indian Lake' . . -j 


ao,799 16 3} 


6,709 19 4j 


3,360 


aio 15 3i 


io,38» 14 7| 


1 8. Davies' Rapids - - 


8,988 9 9* 


4,335 15 7l 


1,035 - - 


3,083 9 loi 


M34 5 6; 


19, Jones' Falls - . ♦ . 
Cranberry Marsh ^ White Fiah 


39>»36 10 3j 
1,384 - - 


|59,53i 17 6i 


5,797 3 6i 


7,738 14 lii 


7*057 14 ": 


20. Brewer^s Upper Mill k ftoundl 
TaU . . . .] 


17,319 la -f 


9,604 13 8j 


330 17 -| 


8,316 1 6| 


18,141 12 a 


21. Brewer's Lower Mill - - 


11,363 19 11} 


4,316 16 -4 


3,474 17 • 


1,653 3 3 


9AAS »5 3: 


sa. Kingston'MiUs, Jacks & BilUA 
Rifts & Cataroqut . -. -J 


49>38a 7 5 


37,981 11 9| 


9,656 ^ 7 


6,355 6 lol 


53»89S.>19 3: 


33. Civil & Militmy Establishment^ 
Barracks & Geta^ral Centin- 
gencias - - - •^ 


131,473 3 34 


87^855 8 9i 


7,810 10 ii| 


11^198 14 xo| 


106^864 9 8 


34. Locks, Gatesi Cills, Sic. - 


,. 


13,515 13 si 


3,950 x6 84 


3,074 16 94 


^9^} 6 10. 


sation,for Damages - -j 


7,163 36 


10,157 13 64 


- • - 


- - 


10,15^ 13 6. 


' '■- . f.. 


579*600 15 7J 


585,980 8 6i 


66,936 14 : 6i 


63,491 13 4i 


7»5^ 15 6 



Expended tor the a^ si December 1 831 . (See Column, No. 5) 
Reqtiired to complete .--«>.. t ditto - - 6 



' - • - 715,408 15 6 
... .... 88,365 ID - 

Total Amount of Canals when completed, with Bridges & Block-houses. {See Column, No 7) £.803,774 '5 6 
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3l8t December 1831; the Total Sums Expended ; the probable Sums required to complete and 
Increase on each Section on Estimate 31st December 1890. 



10. 



11. 



f- 

REQUIRKD 

In • 
COMPLETE. 


TOTAL • 
AMO US T 
of 
WOftKS. 


AMOUNT 
. EMimated tv 
COMP^l'E. 
31 becember lisSO. 


SAVING 

. ESTIMATE^ 
31 December 1830. 


INCREASE 

ESTIMATE. 
31 Deceoiber 1830. 


Probable Softi ' 

required to 

be Eipeoded itSt, 

to complete the ^ 

NaTigktion. 


Probable 

PERIOD 

of 

COMPLETING, 


£. s. d. 


£. t. d. 


£. «. d. 


£. t. 


d. 


26 - • 


£. s. d. 




• " -' 


70,448 - 4| 


70>643 3 9j 


195 3 


4i 


. . 


, 


TOO 


63,613 7 8i 


64.079 5 4i 


466 17 


8* 


54 - • 


... 


- - Completed, 


400 - - 


3SA7» »i 8 


34.701 4 8 


« « 




771 7 - 


Page 
65 


and the Locks 


SCO - - 


14,170 11 11 


13,977 10 3 


• 




193 I 9 


74 300 


have been re- 

1 


3*)o - - 
1,500 - - 
1,300 - - 


44,99* 5 8| 
14,004 19 1} 
16,414 16 - 


38.595 19 7 i 

•3.698 4 3l 
14,660 15 7 } 


- 




5,766 6 li 
306 14 9| 

1,754 - 4j 


90 3,400 - - 

99 1,500 

109 900 


peatedly ffiled 
& Steam BoaU 
passed.* 


400 


ia,oi6 10 3 


11,539 14 -} 


- 




486 16 3f 


iir 




8,050 ^•- 


99.363 s 7i 


30,456 8 - 


"- 




1,905 17 7 J 


133 3,05b' - .. 




1,500 - - 


",394 11 74 


11,103 17 3| 


. 




1,391 14 4f 


i4r 1,100' 


' - • 


i,8oo *' - 


",963 8 si 


13,039 4-1 


775 15 




155 - - 


1,400 




goo 


30,409 - 11 J 


19.597 - 6J 


- 




882 . 4f 


ler 900 - - 




4i9oo - - 


98,856 19 -1 


33.917 3 3i 


4^360 ,4 




ir9 • • 


4,900 - ^ 




1,900 - - 


96,633 9 94 


30,896 4 3i 


- 




5,737 5 - 


190 1^500 - w 


- - A Steam 


— . 


-r 


. — 


.i.,. 




— 


— 


Boat may pass 


1,000 — - 


7.568 7 »oJ 


6,539- 6 i|, 


• ^ 




1,034 2 8i 


196 1,000 - - 


these Works on 


2^50 - - 


31,578 18 11 


88,0^ 13 " f 


- 




3,539 4 11 f 


tor 3,650 — 


Ilie breaking 
up of the ice. 


9,500 '- - 


13,880 14 7| 


11.075 17 5 i 


- 




1,804 17 »f 


«ir 1,800 - - 


but they will 
not be com- 


1,400 - -* 


8,834 5 6J 


8,396 5 io| 


• 




437 19 7i 


tu 1,000 - - 


pleted until 


7,300 - - 


80.357 U i»f 


77,343 10 7 J 


* 41 ' 




3,015 4 4f 


S4f 6,900 


AeistMaj 
ttext^t 


V!00 - - 


80,841 13 3| 


i«,754 9 9j 


- 




3,087 3 1 


isi 3,000 




1400 '-* - 


10,843 15 si 


9.8391a If 


• 




1,504 3 If 


S6f 1,000 - « 

1 


* 


e^ ^ ^ 


6m99 ^ 34 


53^3 11- 3i 


- 




7,380 7 Hi 


m 6,400 ^ - 




3415 10 - 


110,379 »9 8 


98,736 »« 7 


- . 




11,543 3 1 


396 3H.15 10-. 


' 


3,600 — . 


33,141 6 io| 


18,670 15 5 J 


T - 




4,47011 5i 


397 3,609 - 7 




34^0 ^ - 


44.867 19 6J 


10,151 13 6^ 


- 


* 


34,650 - - 


396 14,000 




88,365 10 - 


803,774 5 6 


7i9.»74 5 9| 


5>79B - 


Hi 


90,498 1 3 


60,615 10 - 




* The Sum required to complete includes £. 30,000, being 
also £. 14,000 to cover damaees which individuals will sustain 
tbe Progress Report of 31st December 1830. 


for the purchaie (^Imd required fofr military purposes ; 
from the coDstitiction of the CgDaly-not provided for in 

1 


t Amount required to complete the Navigation in 1833 
For the purchase of Land, and Compensation to Individus 


Js 
const 

unt 


- . . 46,615 10 - 
-. 14,000 - - 


«. *. d. 

60,615 ^0 - 

37,750 - - 


For Blodc Houses, Bridges, &c. which may afterwards be 
For Compensation to Individuals for Damages - 


tucted * 7,750 - - 
- 30,000 - - 


Total Amo 


• 


- . £. 


88,365 10 - 



23 Feb. 1832. 



(signed) 



John B1/9 Lieut.-Col. Royal Engineers, Com^, 
Rideau Canal. 
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Appendix, No. S. 



COPY of TREASURY MINUTE> dated loth June 1831 ; Letter from the 
Admiralty, 17th June 1831; Ditto, Secretary of State for the Colonies, 29th 
June 1831 } Ditto, Ordnance, 5th July 1831 ; Treasury Minute, dated 
8th July 1831, upon the subject of giving to Parliament a more early and 
effectual Control over the Expenditure for Public Works abroad^ as 
recommended by the Select Committee of The House of Cpmmons, appointed 
to consider the Water Communicatioh in Canada. 



Whitehall, Treasury Chambers, ^ TSPRINGRICE 

15 July 1831. / 



Copy of TREASURY MINUTE, dated loth June 1831. 

My L0R.DS read the following Extract from the Report of the Select Committee, 
appointed to consider the Water Conimuhicatibn in Canada : 

" Your Committee are distinctly of opinion, that some additional Security 
" is required for the purpose of giving to Parliament a more early and 
" effectual control over Expenditure^ of the description of that under 
" c6nsideration. With this view, they submit the following Resolutions 
" to The House:*— ... 

^^ 1st That no Public Work of any magnitude shall be undertaken, except 
" on a Survey and Estimate, made by an officer acting under the orders of 

*^ some responsible Department. 

-- • » . , . . 

** 2d. That on the first application for a Vote of Money, an Estimate of the 
" sum likely to be required for the whole Work shall be laid before The House. 

"3d. In cases which require more than one year for their completion, and 
** where Money is proposed to be voted on account, there shall be submitted 
" to The House in each year, and before the Vote is proposed^ a Statement of 
^ the Sums already voted, of the Money actually expended up to the date of the 
" last Accounts, of all outstanding Demands, and of the Sum still wanting to 
" complete the Work ; and any deviations from the Original Plan or any con- 
" templated additions to the magnitude or expense of the whole Work> shall be 
" inserted in the Estimates of the year. 

" 4th. No Department of the Government shall authorize any officer to 
" enter into Contracts for any Work, beyond the limits of the annual grants of 
** Money, without the sanction of a Minute of the Board of Treasury, which 
^^ shall, with as little delay as possible, be laid before The House." 

In the Opinions thus pronounced, My Lords concur : feeling the necessity of 
providing in all cases- a more direct and effective Parliatnentary check upon the 
Public Expenditure, they are desirous of carrying these Resolutions into effect 
invariably ; but before any decided step is taken, either by proposing these Reso- 
lutions in The House of Commons, or by pursuing any other course thereon. 
My Lords direct, that Letters be written to the Secretary of State for the Colonial 
Department, the Lords of the Admiralty, and the Board of Ordnance, expressing 
the strong opinion of this Board, and inquiring whether any public inconvenience 
is considered by the several Departments as likely to result from an adherence to 
Regulations which, in "the Judgment of My Lords, are as no less in accordance 
wjitD constitutional principles, than calculated in a most important degree to 
advance the Public Service. 
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LETTER from John Barr(m^ Esquire^ to The Honourable J. Stewart^ 
. &c. &c. &c. . 

Sir, Admiralty OflSce, 17th June 1831. 

I HAVE laid before My Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty your Letter of th« 
14th instant, with the accompanying Extract from a Report of the Select Com- 
mittee of The House of Commons appointed to consider the Water Communication 
in Canada ; and I have their Lordships' commands to acquaint you, that they 
entirely concur in the propriety of the whole of the Regulations suggested by the 
Committee for a more early and effectual control over Expenditure for all kinds 
of Public Works, and their Lordships have in fact anticipated the greatei^ part of 
them: their Lordships will, however, give directions to the subordinate Boards 
implicitly to adhere to these Regulations^ so far as they are concerned. 

' I am, &c. &c. 

(signed) John Barraiv. 



LETTER from R. W. Hay, Esquire, to The Honourable /. Stewart, 

&c. &c. &c. 

Sir, Downing-street, 29th June 1831. 

I HAVE laid before Viscount Goderich your Letter of the 1 6th instant, trans- 
mitting for his Lordship's opinion, by command of the Lords Commissioners of 
the Treasury, the Copy of their Lordships' Minute of the i oth instant, founded 
on a Report of a Select Committee of The House of Commons, proposing certain 
Resolutions for giving to Parliament a more early and effectual control over 
Expenditure on rublic Works, and stating^ that their Lordships are desirous of 
carrying them invariably into effect, as being no less in accordance with consti- 
tutional principles, than calculated in a most important degree to advance. ^he 
Public Service ; and I am directed to acquaint you, for the information of the 
Lords Commissioners, that Lord Goderich concurs in their Lordships' opinion, 
and he is not aware that any public inconvenience is likely to result from an 
adherence to these Regulations in future. 
'- - I am, &c. &c. 

(signed) R.W.Hay. 



LETTER from -R. Byham^ Esquire, to The Honourable J. Stewart ^ 

&c. &c. &c. 

Sitt, Office of Ordnance, 5th July 1831. 

Referring to your Letter of the 14th ult, transmitting an Extract from a Re- 
port of the Select Committee of The House of Commons, appointed to consider 
the Water Communication in Canada, and desiring to receive the Opinion of the 
Master General and fioard of Ordnance upon the Resolutions therein proposed, 
with the view of giving to Parliament a more early and effectual control over 
Expenditure of the description mentioned therein ; — 

I have the honour to acquaint you, for the information of the Lords Commis- 
sioners of His Majesty's Treasury, that the Master General and Board are not 
aware of any objection to the adoption of the Resolutions ireferred to ; but, with 
r^ard to the 4th Resolution, they consider it right to state, that, utiless Executive 
Officers at Foreign Stations are authorized to enter into a contract for the whole 
of any Work proposed to be executed in a siven number of years. Contractors Wilt 
naturally seek to indemnify themselves, by higher prices, from the risk they would 
rup of having their work stopped, or discontinued; at the end of any year. At the 
fifame time, the Treasury, in the event of the Resolutions being adopted,' hkvingvaiif 
.670. E3 /it 
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it seems, the power of sanctioning, by their Minute, a deviation from the 4th 
Resolution, it is submitted, a^ a question fot tlieir LordshipS' considieratioii^ whether 
this power will be effectual to obviate the inconvenience above anticipated* 

; ; I Ijave the honour, &c. &c. , : 

^signed) R/Byham. 



Copy of TREASURY MINUTE, dated 8th July 1831. 

READ Letter from the Secretary to the Board of Ordnance of the 5th instant/ 
i^ferfing to the Letter of this Board of the 14th ult., enclosing an Extract from a' 
Report of the Select Committee of The* House of Commons, appointed to consider 
the Water Communication with Canada, for the Opinion of the Master General 
and Board of Ordnance, upon the Resolutions therein proposed, with the view of 
giving to Parliament a more early and effectual control over Expenditure of Public 
Works in the Colonies ; wherein he states, that the Master General and Board of 
Ordnance are not aware of any objection to the Resolutions referred to ; but with 
regard to the 4th Resolution, they state, " that, unless Executive Officers at Foreign 
" Staiims are authorized to enter into a contract for the whole of any Work prqposed 
" to be executed in a given number of years. Contractors will naturally seek to 
" indemnify themselves, by higher prices, front the risk they would run of having 
^* their works stopped, or discontinued, at the end of any year/' 

Read Letter from Mr. Hay of the 2gth ult. on the same subject. 

: My Xjyrds resuine the consideration of all the former Papers on this subject^ and' 
1^0 read their Minutes of the ipth and 28th ult. 

'My Lords are gratified to perceive, that it appears from these Communications' 
that no real <KfflcuIty arises in carrying into effect generally the proposed Resolu- 
ttons, €md thus ensuring to Parliament a more full and adequate Check upon the 
PliWic Expenditure. ' 

1 With respect to the difficulty suggested by the Ordnance Department^ My Lords 
are of opinion^ that it will iH)t arise where the entire Expense of any Work hits heed 
sjidmiitted to ParUamenl^ and approved of, although a Vote may not have been 
taken for the full amount in any one year. .Unfbres^n and unavoidable Expenditura 
will, it is conceived, be sufficiently provided for by the exception contained in these 
Resolutions. 

The Lords of the Admiralty having already given orders that these Resobtions 
shall be acted upon implicitly in that Department in future, it is unnecessary to 
make any further communication to ihaH&oarcT; but My Lords desire that the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies and the Master General and Board of 
Ordnance may be requested to give conesponding' directions in their respective 
Departments. 



T*T 
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LETTER from Major General. Sir A, Bryce to iJ. Byham^ Esq., 

&c. &c. &c. . 

/ Siu, . S4, Pall Mail, 19th May 1832. 

THE Rq)Oft which was forwarded with my Minute of yesterday's date, wilt 
Uifprm the Master General and Board, that Lieutenant-Colonel By expected to com-- 
pl^te: the .Navigatkn of the Rideau Canal on the first of this month. It is therefore 
to be considered^ that from the period of the completion of the Navigation, the Master 
Generals and Board's Order of 2i9t jDne4$26, for executing this Cana!, wilt have 
b^qn foHillod ; but asi thia wcurk will be liable to constant current expenditure, as^ 
^ll^^in the working of the Locks, and pr^ervation of the Banks^ as in easvKtt^ 
:; " repairs 
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repairs^ .i^hidi.will inevitably arisen it becotnos necessary tbf consider for fatme prcH 
vision ; therefore, (with reference to the Board's Orders of 6th X>eceinber ]83o \^^^ 
and 29th^ June 1831 ^, commuDicating. Umt the Canal isr to remain ^solely iu 
charge, and under the control of the Ordnance, and to the Master General's and 
Board'^ sobsequent Order df i4tb Oetoberi 1831 .^ communicating that ilis con« 
templated by the Government, that until the amount of Tolls,! &c. ibr'pasRmg th^ 
Locks shall be sufficient to defray the annual expense of repairs, the necessary 
Funds fhpuld. be provided by the. Colonial Legislature in Canada,)! r^commendi 
that immediate orders be given to the respective Officers at Quebec, and tbe^Pay^ 
master of. the Rideau, that from the period when the Commanding Engineer in 
Canada considers the execution of the Canal to be completed, a separate account 
be kept of all expenses incurred in its maintenance, so that the expenditure, on the 
execution, and on the maintenance, may be wholly distinct, and that if any Funds 
shall, in consequence of the last Order above quoted, have 'been voted and made 
available for the maintenance of the Canal, all expenses for repairs, and the 
establishment necessary to be kept up from the completion of the work, should be 
charged to that sum. 

; I am, Sir, &c. &c. 

(signed) A lea;'' Bryce^ M. G'. 
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MEMORANDUM from Office of Oudnance. . 

... ^ -^ ^ . ^ 

26th Miay t$3a. 

SUBMIT to the Master General, that a conimnmcatioti be made to the Lordsf 

Commissioners of the Treasury, acknowledging Mr. Sprnrg^ Rlc^^s Litter of the 

11 A May, received on the 23d, in which was transfaftted to this Department Copy 

of a Minute of the Lords Commissioners of the Trcasury,,dated nth May 18^2; ^ 

I Acquaint their Lordships, in reference to IVIr. Spripg ftice^s desire, tlmt tlwJ 
Master General and Board will ^^ lay before My Lords, with as little delay as 
^}^ possible, an account of the total expenditure on the Rideaju Caaal. during the 
f* year 1831, and to the latest period to which it can be carried Jbrward j" tba^ 
the Board have the satisfaction to think that they have been enabled to ful^l his 
desire in the fullest manner, by transmitting, on the 21st May, to Mr. Spring RicCi 
for die information of the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury, a complete staite^ 
meotof the Expense for the year 1831^ received from LieuL-Colonel.By,;Wth ^ii^ 
Report, dated 27th February 1832; showing also, they lamented j to i^nd asta^ 
inent of expenditure incurred by Lieqt.rGolonel By wholly unan^rized, by ^]|| 
pepartment, not only ainoiinting to £.25,624, which wai^ before rncule^oqw;^;^ 
a probable exceeding on the last £stimate; bdtto a very much iarger^ainfMiqt. rj; 

Acquaint d)eir Lordships, that thre Board would immediately have carried into 
effect 'the Instructions of their Lordships contained in their Minute of 11th May, 
had the circumstances remained the same as when that Minute was made ; but under 
the altered and unfortunate state of the case now known to their Lordships, the Board 
feel themselves justified, and indeed called upon, to await the final Instructions of 
the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury, founded upon the liat<»it stat& of infCAliia- 
tion contained in the Papers transmitted to their Lordships 00 the 21st May ;dtl 
receiving such final Instructions^ the Board wilLnot fail to -^arry fntd ^ect thii 
Orders ^£ tfae-Lords Commissioners of the Treasury with the least possible defoyi • 

Transmit to Mr, Spring Rice, for the infonnation of the Lords Commissioners 
of the Treasury, Copy of Sir Alexander Bryce's Lctttr of the 19th Mky 1^2, 
respecting the expense of the muntenance of, or of such repairs as n^yari^enpon, 
the Rideau Canal, and the mode of keeping the Accounts of the same, ^tiate to 
their Lordships, that d& there is every reason to believe that the CanjiUii; now 
finished, it is of the utmost importance that this Department should receive the 
most precise liistructions from the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury respecting 
any expense to be incurred on the . Canal „^bseqnently. to its completion for its 
maintenance and repair; that such orders seem essential, to guard against the 

570. 1: 4 possibility 
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possibility o€ future unauthorized expenditure ; and that this Department will lose na 
iivfie • in ; giving effect to such arrangements and orders as the Lords Commissionexs 
n^ay . consider most suitable to the case.- The Board beg to draw the attention of 
the: Lords Commissioners of the Treasury in an especial manner to the contents, of 
Sir Alexander Bryce's Letter, jfrom an impression, that if Funds are not- speedily 
provided for. the maintenance of the Canal by the Colonial Legislature in Canada, 
no time ought to be lost in deciding upon and regulating all charges for repairs in 
the interim, in order that unauthorized future expenditiire may, under any possible 
circumstances, be effectually guarded against. 

(signed) T. F. K. 

I approve, 
29th May 1 832. (signed) J. K. 

Ordered accordingly. 



Appendix, No. 6. 

LETTER from the Right Hon. T. Spring Rice to the Secretary of the Ordnance, 

&c. &c. &c. 

Sir, Treasury Chambers, 9th June 1832. 

HAVING laid before the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's Treasury 
your Letter of the 26th ult., I have it in command to acquaint you, that My Lords 
entirely concur in opinion with the Master General and Board of Ordnance, that it 
is of essential importance that precise Instructions should be given with respect to 
the, future management of the Rideau Canal, and to the mode of defraying the 
expense of its maintenance and repair, and that My Lords vvill have this important 
branch of the subject under their consideration as soon as the Select Committee of 
The House of Commons now sitting by direction of the House, upon the sutgect of 
the expenditure already incurred, shaJl have made any Report to The House, it, 
appearing* to My Lords that the whole subject in all its branches should be con- 
sidered by that Committee, In the. mean time, however, and until some final 
arrangiement shall be made. My Lords are of opinion, that the expense absolutely 
lre(|uired to maintain the Canal, must be borne by this Country. My Lords have no 
means,' however, of forming any judgment of the probable charge per annum whicH 
i^ill-beocfeasioned thereby; and as that information is necessary, not only for this 
Board, but also for the Select Committee of The House of Commons, My Lords 
reqtiest the Master General and Board will direct some of their practical Officers 
to^pirepdre an Estimate of the probable amount that may be required, looking to the 
nature iuid extent of the work. My Lords entirely approve of the suggestion, that 
a separate and distinct account should be Jcept of all the Charges now to be in- 
curred for this Canal, in the manner proposed by Sir A. Bryce, and for the reasons 
stated by him. 
( \ am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

.1 Spring Rice. 



, 9th June 1832. 

Rkfer to Sir A. Bryce, and that he be desired to consider the subject here 
in^qtipried^ and, after consulting any Officer of Engineers whom he shall consider 
|ie(:essary, to prepare the best Estimate he can form of the probable Expense of 
maintaining the Rideau Canal, looking to the extent and nature of the work» and to 
lay the same before die Board with as little delay as possible. 

^ubmit this Minute to the Master Geoeral before it is acted upon. 

nth June 1832. Approved. T. F. K. 

1|th June 1832. Order^l according to tlie Board's Minute of the 9th inst. 

T.F.K, 
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Appendix, No. 7. 



ESTIMATE of the Amount that will probably be necessary, in the year 1832, for 
the Maintenance, including Repairs, of the Rideau Canaly under supposition 
that it was quite completed and opened on the 1st May last. 



One Captain, Royal Engineers, extra pay, 366 days, at 1 1 s, 1 {/. 

One Second Captain, Royal Engineers, extra pay, 366 days, at 8s. 

One First lieutenant^ Royal Engineers, extra pay, 366 days, at 75. \od. 

One First Lieutenant, Royal Engineers, extra pay, 366 days, at 65. lo J. 

Command pay to the senior Officer for 366 days, at los. 

Pay, instead of travelling expenses, to the Second Captain and two 
Subalterns, for six months in the year, 549 days, at 51. 

Forage allowance for the four Officers, at 2«. each for 366 days - 

Pay of one Clerk of Works, at 14 s. 

Allowance for a Horse, 25. -.^.-... 

Pay of one Overseer of Works, at 12 s. --*-.- 
Allowance for a Horse, at2s. 

Pay of one Master Carpenter, atio«. 
AUowaoce for a Horse, at 2f« ....... 

Pay of one Master Mason, at 10 s. - - 

Allowance for a Horse, at2s. * - - - - -- 

Pay of one Master Smith, atios. 

Allowance for a Horse, at 25. 
Pay and allowance of one Clerk for Commanding Engineer ... 
Pay of ten first-class working Foremen of Artificers, 366 days, each at 65. 

Four Carpenters, four Masons, two Smiths, to be stationed as follows: — 
One Carpenter, one Mason, one Smithy at the first eight Locks. 
One Carpenter, one Mason, at Smith's Falls. 
One Carpenter, one Mason, one Smith, at Jones's Falls. 
One Carpenter, one Mason, at Kingston Mills. 

Pay of 22 permanent Lock-keepers, 366 days, at 5 s. - 

Pay of 34 additional Lock-keepers (eight months) for aiding in passing 
the boats, &c. 245 days, each at 41. ...... 

Pay of 40 common labourers for six months, which it is anticipated will 
be required in passing and extricating drift timber from the entrances 
of the locks and agamst the dams, 188 days, each at 35. 6 J. - 

Canoes and hire of crews for eight months, suppose . • • • 

Probable expense for casualties, from 5,000/. to 10,000/., saying the 
latter -- -... 



21st June 1832. 
570. 



Probable Total Expense 



(signed) 



£. 5. 

202 16 



rf. 
6 



146 

M3 

183 



8 ^ 

7 - 
1 - 



^37 5 - 

146 8 - 

256 4 - 

36 12 - 

219 12 . - 

36 12 '- 

183 - - 

36 12 - 

183 - - 

36 12 - 

183 - - 

36 12 - 

150 - - 

1,098 - - 



2,013 - - 

1,666 - - 

' 1,260 - - 

320 ^ - 

10,000 - - 



18,799 



E. W. Durnford, 
Colonel Royal Engineers. 
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Appendix, No. 8. 

ESTIMATE for increasing the Width of the Grenville Canal for 
Steam-Boat Navigation, making the Bottom 40 Feet wide, with 
Slope 2 to 1, except in the Rocky Situation, there to be regulated by 
the nature of the Kock. 

Amoaot Sterling. 



Thbsb Locks were built, as for- 
merly ordered, io8 feet lonff and 
20 feet wide. It is calculated that 
they cannot be taken down and 
rebuilt complete, of the dimensions 
now approved, of 130 ft. x 33 ft* 
for Steam- Boat Navigation, at a less 
expense than stated. 

llie Canal bad been originally laid 
out at 28 feet wide at bottom, ex- 
cepting at the deep and expensive 
cuttings, where, for a distance of 
above 1,600 yards, it is only 20 feet 
wide. The excavation herem stated, 
is for maldng the whole length of 
Canal, about 6 miles, 40 feet wide 
at bottom, and the average price of 
3«. 6d. per cubic yard is assumed, 
as in the deep cutting it is entirely 
through Rock, and in no other part 
is there less than two or three feet 
of Rode at the bottom. 

The re-forminff a Tow-path or 
Road is estimated, as in some places 
the whole, and in others the ^*eater 
part, will have been cut away in 
widening the Canal. 

The Canal having isolated between 
it and the Ottawa River a long 
slip of Land, although not more 
than 360 acres, yet extending nearly 
six miles, and belonging to different 
Proprietors settled on it, five ner- 
manentBridges had been established, 
which must now be replaced by 
Drawbridges (and of a greater ex- 
tent) to aUow the passage of Steftm 
Boats, or Uie Land be purchased, 
which, however, may not be so prac- 
ticable, except in one instance, 
where the Sum required for the 
Bridee exceeds the Value of the 
Land. 



Putting down the three upper Locks, and re-con^uct- 
ing them of the Size of the lower ones : 

Taking down and rebuilding on the approved large scaled 
for Steam-Boat Navigation, No. 1 Regulating Lock -j 

Taking down and rebuilding, &c. No. 2 Lock, 6 feet lift - 

Taking down and rebuilding, &c. No. 3 Lock, 7 feet lift- 

163,147 cubic yards of Excavation, through Rock and 1 
£arth,in widening the present Canal from 20 and 28 feet I 
width to 40 feet throughout at bottom, at 35. 6d. -J 

13,777 cubic yards of Excavation in forming a Tow-path^ 
andRoad, t«. 8c{. - - - - - - 

4,314 yards running of grubbing and removing the 
Boulders on part of ditto, £.5 per 100 yards 

6 miles running of metalling the whole length of ditto,^^ 
including breaking of Stone and Transport, £. 100 -j 

Coffer-dam and Machinery to pump out the Water 

300 toises of dry Masonry in forming a Pier on Souths 
side of entrance at upper end of Canal, 20s. - -J 

Taking down and rebuilding four large Drains or Bridges* 
over Rivulets, £.50 - - - . . ' .^ 

Putting up Five Drawbridges over Canal, constructed to)^ 
permit the passage of Steam Boats - - - . j 



Contingencies, 1-10 
Total 



£. 8. d. 

7,000 - - 

4,500 - - 

5,000 - - 

28,550 14 6 

1,148 1 8 

215 14 - 

600 - - 

300 - - 

300 - - 

200 - - 

1,500 - - 



49,314 10 2 
4,931 9 - 



54|245 19 2 
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STATEMENT of the Expenditure on the Ottawa Camals to the 31st December 1831, with the Amount 
required to complete from that Date ; also the Amount of the approved Estimates for those Worics, and the 
probable Saving or Excess on each, made up from the latest Reports received from Canada. 



vsroRKS. 


Expended 
to the 

SlttDec 
1831. 


Required 

to complete 

iJroni 

SI Dec. 

18S1. 


Total 

Eipeute 

of the 

VSTorks. 


Approved 
Estimate 
for the 
Works. 


Saving. 


Eftcess. 


REMARKS. 


Grenville - - . . 

Enlarging the Locks at the Gren-^ 
ville, and widening and deepen- 
ing die Canal where necessary 
to pass Steam Boats of the size 
intended to work on the Rideau 

Carillon Rapids . . - 

Chdte-^-Blondeau - - - 

Superintendence and Establish-l 
ment / 


£. 

137,244 

23,721 
9,872 

14,261 


£. 

775 

54,245 

12,523 
5,113 


£. 
138,019 

54,245 

36,244 
14,985 

23,761 


£. 

138,019 

54,245 

45,464 
20,785 

23,761 


£. 

9,220 
5,800 


£. 


Not yet ordered to be com- 
menced. 

f Ai onlj £.1M61 had been ex- 
pended on Slat Dec. last, and 
these Canals are calcolated to be 

J finished by the end of 18d«, it is 
expected that there will be a con- 
siderable saving on this superin- 
tendence, but the amount cannot 
be now stated. 




— 


— 


267,254 


282,274 


15,020 


— 



84> Pall Mall, 16 June 1831. 



C. 6. EUicombe. 
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NOT£ in Explanation of the Contracts for Work carrying on at the 

RiDEAU Canal in Canada. 



FROM the nature of the Works to be executed under most of the foregoing 
Contracts, it will be observed, tliat as they were for specific purposes, no stop could 
have been put to them without exposing Government to the risk of actions for breach 
of covenant. In those cases where the Contracts appear terminable at pleasure, 
it must be remembered, that they were so far connected with certain of those 
entered into for specific purposes, as virtually to become interminable : for instance, 
where Quarries were to be opened, Land cleared, and Oxen employed in drawing, 
on the line of the Canal, whertoer required: these, as unconnected services, might 
have been stopped ; but as some Lock, or other Work, had been specially contracted 
for, to be erected on one of the spots to be so cleared, it became imperative to clear 
the ground, quarry stone, &c. &c. in order to proceed with the Lock or Work 
alluded to ; so that, in ifact, it would have been very difficult, if not impossible, 
to suspend the progress of the whole. 

The Contracts made by the Commissary stipulate, that in case of failure on the 
part of the Contractor, another party might be employed to complete the Work, 
and the expense should be charged to the Contractor ; and he was also held bound 
in a penalty on the failure of any separate covenant. 



Office of Ordnance, 
13 June 1832. 



R. Bjfhamy Secretary. 
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MEMORANDUMS 

Relative to the Water Communication between Montreal and Kingston; 
Compiled and corrected to 1832, by 5. J3. Homlett. 



LA CHINE CANAL, ON THE ST. LAWRENCE 

La Chine Canal. — ^This Canal is 28 feet wide at bottom, 48 feet at 
tbe water-line> slopes generally two to one, bas 5 feet depth of 
water, aad a towing-patD. The whole fall is 42 feet, with 6 Locks. 
It is the property of a Company, and was begun in 1821, and com- 
pleted in three jrears: it cost £.137,000, which was defrayed by 
the Company, assisted by Government, for which the Public Service 
is exempt from Toll. 

THE OTTAWA. 

St. Ann's Canal. — A Canal is proposed across the Western extre- 
mity of the Island of Montreal, near the Town of St. Ann, to sur- 
mount the Rapids of St. Ann. 

Cabillon Rapids. — ^To pass these Rapids, a cut is proposed, with 
2 Locks, on the left bank of the River. 

Chute-&-6londeau. — ^To pass this Fall, there is a cut, with 1 Lock, 
on the left bank of the River. 

Grenville Canal. — ^This Canal is on the left bank of the River 
it is about 7 miles in length, has 6 Locks, and iu section is similar 
to that of the La Chine Canal. From tbi# Cwal the Ottawa is 
navigable up to the Falls of Chaudi^re^ 



Miles from 
Montreal. 


Miles to 
Kingston. 


1. 


V7^ 


56. 


222. 


60. 


318. 


64. 


a 14. 
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Miles from 
Montreal. 

128. 



132. 



226. 



232. 



237- 



238. 


40. 


243- 


35- 


248. 


30. 


255. 


23. 



Miles to 
Kingston. 

150- 



146. 
145- 



138. 


140. 


143- 


»35- 


167. 


111. 


169. 


109. 


171. • 


107. 


173. 


105. 


187. 


9'- 


190. 


88. 


194. 


84. 


.96. 


83. 


202. 


76. 


210. 


68. 



52. 



46. 



41. 



THE RIDEAU CANAL. 

Entrance Bay. — This is a small Bay in the Ottawa, about a mile 
below the Falls of Chaudi^re, and about a mile above the point 
where the Rideau River falls into the Ottawa. The Bay is in 
45* 30' North Latitude, and 76*" 50' West Longitude. From this 
Bay the Canal is entered by 8 Locks. The Canal then passes 
through a natural Gulley, crosses Dow's Swamp (which is flooded 
by means of a mound) ; crosses Peter's Gulley by means of an 
Aqueduct, and joins the Rideau River at the Hog's Back, distant 
from Entrance Bay about 6 miles. 

Hartwell's. — Two Locks. 

Hog's Back. — This Dam is 45 feet high and 400 long; and the 
Canal rises into the River by means of 1 Lock, besides a Gucurd Lock. 
The Dam, by throwing back the River, converts about 7 miles of 
rapids into still navigable water. 

Black Rapids. — A Dam and 1 Lock. 

Long Island Rapids. — A Dam and 3 Locks, and 2 Embankments. 
This Dam throws back the water sufficiently to overcome the rapids 
and deepen the shallows, so as to render the River navigable up to 
Burrett's Rapids. 

Burrett's Rapids.— a Dam and 1 Lock. 

Nicholson's Rapids. — A Dam and 2 Locks, and an Embankment. 

Clow's Quarry. — A Dam and 1 Lock, and an Embankment. 

Merrick's Rapids. — A Dam and 3 Locks. 

Maitland's Rapids. — A Dam and 1 Lock. 

Edmund's Rapids. — A Dam and 1 Lock. 

Old Sly's Rapids.— A Dam and 2 Locks. 

Smith's Falls. — A Dam and 3 Locks. 

First Rapids.— A Dam and 1 Lock. 

Oliver's Ferry,— Here the Rideau Lake contracts to 463 feet in 
width, and a Ferry is established to connect the Road between Perth 
and Brock ville. 

Upper Narrows. — Here the Rideau Lake contracts again to about 
80 feet in width, across which a Dam is thrown, with a Lock of 
4 feet lift, forming the Upper Rideau Lake into a summit Pond of 
about 291 feet above Entrance Bay in the Ottawa. 

Isthmus R. Lake. — This Isthmus separates the Upper Rideau Lake, 
which is the source of the Rideau River, from Mud Lake, which is 
the source of the River Cataraqui. The Canal will now have to 
descend 162 feet before it reaches Kingston Harbour. The Canal 
is cut through this Isthmus, which is a mile and a half in width, 
having 1 Lock. 

Isthmus Clear Lake. — A cut is made through this neck of land, 
which is 330 feet across, to avoid the rapids of the natural channel. 

Chaffy's Mills. — A Dam and 1 Lock. 

Davis's Rapids». — A Dam and i Lock. 

JoNEss Falls. — A Dam and 4 Locks. 

Cranberry Marsh — is about 78 feet above the level of Kingston 
Harbour, and about 8 miles along. Besides flowing into the 
Cataraqui River, the waters of this Marsh or Lake burst out at 
White Fish Falls, and flow into the Gananoqui River, which River 
will be made the waste weir for regulating the level of the water 
in the Rideau Lake, which is the summit Pond ; so that the water 
in the whole line of Canal, whether in times of flood or not, may 
always be kept at a steady height. 
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If lies from 


MUesto 


Montre»l. 


KiogitoB. 






26a 


18. 


261. 


17- 


273. 


5- 



THE RIDEAU CANAL-conttmMd. 

Brewer's Upper Mills.—- Two Dams and 2 Locks. 

Brewer's Lower Mills. — A Dam and 1 Lock. 

Kingston Mills. — A Dam and 4 Locks. The Canal or Cataraqui 
River falls into Kingston Bay at these Mills^ 5 miles from Kingston. 

Gannbau Shoals (in Kingston Bay.)— The work at this station 
consisted in abating these Shoals, so as to obtain a depth of five feet 
water in dry seasons. 



The distance from Montreal to Entrance Bay is about 128 miles; and the time required 
for the passage of Troops by this line would be about 30 hours. The distance from 
Entrance Bay to Kingston is about 150 miles; and the time required for the passage of 
Troops by this line would be about 54 hours. 

The Locks of La Chine Canals and the three upper Locks of the Grenville Canal on 
the Ottawa, are calculated for vessels of 20 feet beam, with 5 feet depth of water. 

The remaining Locks on the line of the Ottawa, and those on the Rideau, are intended 
for vessels 108 feet long and 80 feet beam, and the least depth of water 5 feet. 
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REPORT 



FROM THE 



COMMITTEE 



OIX TH£ 



4€ 



BILL to consolidate ami amend several Laws relating to the 
^^ cruel and improper Tmstment of Animals, and the Mischiefs 
^^ arising from the driving of Cattle, and to make other 
" Provisions in regard thereto:'* 



WITH 



THE MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 



Ordered, iy The House of Commoni, to be Printed, 
1 August 1833. 



667. A 
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Mercurii, 30* die Maii, 1832. 



Ordered, 

That the '^ Bill to consolidate aad amend several Laws relating to the cruel and 
" improper Treatment of Animals^ and the Mischiefs arising from the driving of Cattle, 
^ and fa make bth^ Provisions in regard thereto,*' be committed to .. ! . . , * ' 



Mr. Mackinnon. 

Mr. Portman. 

Mr. Lamb. 

Mr. Petre. 

Lord Porchester. 

Mr Pusey. 

Mr. Heathcote. 

Mr. Alderman Wood. 

Mr. Alderman Venables. 



Mr. Wilks. 

Mr. Warre. . . 

Mr. Hunu 

Mr. Baring Wall. 

Sir Robert Peel, Bart. 

Mr. Alderman Copeland. 

Mr. Robert Gordon. 

Mr. Foster Pigott. 

Mr. Severn. 



And they are to meet To-morrow, in The Speaker's Chamber ; and have Power to send 
for Persons, Papers and Records. 

Ordered, That Five be the Quomm of the Committee. 
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REPORT. 



THE SELECT COMMITTEE to whom the " BILL for consoUdatiiig 
^^ and amending the several Laws relating to the cruel and improper 
"•^Tfeatment of Animals, and the Mischiefs arising from the driving 
^\ of Caltle, and to make other Provisions in regard thereto J;" and 
whp were . empowered to report iheir . Opinion ; togetli^r with 
the Minutes of the Evidence taken before them, to the 
House: — Have examined the Matters to them referred, arid agreed 
to the following Report : 



"^^LrOUR Committee have examined several witnesses, upon whose testi- 
mony they are satisfied that numerous and wanton cruelties are 
practised, to the great and needless increase of the sufferings of dumb 
animals, and to the demoralization of the people. 

Your Committee are of opinion that some further legislative Enactments 
are necessary to prevent as far as possible the continuance of the cruel and 
improper treatment of animals, fiut being unable to conclude their 
inquiries into the subject, they now lay the Evidence taken by them before 
the House, and recommend a renewal of the investigation early in the 
ensuing Session of Parliament. 



1 August 1832. 
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4 MINUTES OP EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE COMMITTEE 



LIST OF WITNESSES. 



Mards, ig^die Juniiy 1832. 

John Easterbrook ..-.-..-5 

George Lcrimer - ... . - • - 10 

Thomas Young - •<* - • . . -12 

mUiam Butkr 13 

James Yewen ---- 15 

Heron Denny - - ..15 

Mr.Gompertz - • - • -•. -•ifi' 

Martis, 26*dieJunii» 1832. 
John Roach - - - - - - - - -17 

JVUUam Hemmings 21 

Mercurii, 4*die Julii, 1832. 

Mr. WiUiam Youatt - - 24 

Mr. John Ludd Fenner - - - .. . - - 29 

Mr. Charles Usherwood 32 



John Brow 



- 34 



Mr. Charles Wheeler 37 
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ON BILL TOR PREVENTION OF CRUELTY TO ANIMALS. ^ 



MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 



Martis, 19* die Juntiy 1832. 



WILUAM ALEXANDER MACKINNON, ESQUIRE, 

IN THB CHAIR. 



John Easterbrook^ called in ; and Examined. 

occurred to you in the discharge of your 
much of the maltreatment of animals in a wanton manner? — Yes. 



1. TTAS it occurred to you in the discharge of your duty, to witness J- Ea$terhrook. 



Q. More particularly in cats and dogs? — Yes. ^^Sm.*' 

3. In what part of the town is your duty ?— At the present time? 

4. No, at the time you were speaking of when this nappened ? — I was then 
ki the vicinity of Wapping and Shadwell. 

5. Will you state any instance of this wanton cruelty which you remarked 
towards cats and dogs? — ^Yes; as to cats, I may state that about two years 
back the inhabitants in the parish of Wapping and Shadwell were frequently 
complaining of their cats being stolen, and eveiy morning or nearly so, m back 
alleys and dung-hills and so on, which abound there, we have seen from five 
to ten or twenty cats ; we have gone down some times and seen them actually 
smoking, and their nerves moving about their shoulders and head, and I have 
told the men to be particular and look out for any suspicious characters. In 
fact it occurred to me, that it was those persons who go about picking up 
bones and so on, and I told the men to watch them paiticularl;^. One morning 
on the S3d of June last, a man on the beat in Ratclifie Highway observed 
a girl and man prowling about ; he saw the girl go up to the door of a house 
in New Gravel-lane, and entice a fine large cat away, and take up the cat and 
put it under her shawl, and there was a man who proved to be her father afler- 
warils, and the father took it and run away with it ; and the policeman when 
he saw that ran down after them, and when he got up to a back place' she .was 
taken and the father ran away. We brought forward witnesses that morning 
who proved that they had seen this very girl skinning cats before j she was 
convicted in the penalty of 5L for stealing the cat and 5 s. the value of the 
cat. On the next morning or the morning after, a man who is outside was on 
Shadwell beat, I think it was between two or three in the morning of the 25thi 
he heard a noise in a privy at the back of some of the houses in Shadwell 
High-street. ' 

6. Is this the same case ? — Not the same case \ he went up and < opened 
the privy door, and saw a man sitting there with a large apron; he said, 
" What have you got here?*' and as soon as he turned his apron over, there 
was a cat jumped out of his apron and ran out of the privy nearly half skinned ; 
the skin was off all the hind quarters, and he went and put an end to it by 
stepping on it, and brought it down to the :jrotch-house in. a green bag, all the 
nerves in the cat were then moving. On the man we found three skins. 
A man outside swore to one of the skins, to the one that was half skinned and 
to one of the skin^, (besides the cat that was half skinned,) was a favourite 
cat of his, and he had had it a great many years. He was then taken before 
the magistrate, and I stated the case which I am now stating, and he was con- 
victed m the sum of 20/. for stealing the cat, and 2^. the value of the cat. 

' 7. That was for stealing the cat?— Yes. I have this to say, that frequently 
I have seen cats on dung*hills and before people's doors moving, frequently 
warm; we have very commonly s^en them, and up to this time we had not 
been able to detect them. When we sent these two away it was some time 
before we heard any more of them. 
* . 667, A3 8. Suppose 
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6 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE COMMITTEE 

J. Easttrbrook. 8. Suppose you were to see a man skinning a cat alive, having no knowledge 

— — * ' who the cat belonged to, do you think you could take that person before the 

19 June, magistrate?— From the talk between the magistrate and the clerk, I think they 
*®^^* would not be fined. 

g. Supposing you saw an individual skinning a cat, and had reason to 
beUeve that tlie cat was the property of the individual who was skinning it» 
would you think it of any use to bring the case before a magistrate? — No, 
I should not, because Mr. Martin's Act does not reach to this. 

10. In your estimation Mr. Martin's Act onty goes to cattle, not (femestic 
animals? — Yes. 

11. Have you any reason to know why people skin cats alive?— For the best 
reason ; if a man can go out and catch a dozen and skin them, those skins will 
fetch him from 6s. to 7^* & dozen, ^nd they can sell them to the most respect- 
able men in the trade, because cat skins are the best skins they can possibly 
get for mock furs ; and the reason whv they do not kill them or cut their 
throats is, that they would be all over blood ; now this man had a large apron 
on. They just slit them down the fore legs or hind leg^, and the skins will 
come off very easily ; if they took the trouble to cut their throats the blood 
would spirt all over them ; the reason why they d6 not take thof cfit9 home 
alive i^, that they would then have a handle, and the policeman on, duty would 

* stop the bundle, seeing people of that description, and that would detect th^n. 

If a man can get half-a-dozen dkins ^n the course of « morning it is a' v^ivf gc<>d 
morning's work. ;^ ' : A 

12. How long have you been on that Wapping beat ?— I was onit a^ priVaM 
for above four cir five months, end serjeant for about two years. ,^ 

1*3.. Were you upon any beat before ?*™yes. • ... 

r4. Are you on the Wapping beat nolv ?— Now - . . • 

15. What beat were you on before ?—rWhitechapeL -» 

16. Did you see any instances of cruelty pn the Whitechapel beat ?'-Thei'e 
are several knackers there; I have seen instances of cruelty toward* the hcursea 
brought in, but there is nothing partictilai'ly I can mention ; I have seen them 
brought in there and kept fJor days together^ ^ : * ^ 

17. Kept for days together?— Yes, by Mr. John Monks and Mr. WilUaitt 
Monks. 

1 8. Without food ?— No, I did not say that 

19. Will you allow me to ask you whether you come forward to give you 
evidence from your own wish, and from your own desire on this subjeet, or 
what induced you ? — ^I'he inducement was, some gentleman who wished to know 
the officers who had that case before the magistrate, and I being bne of die 
t>fiicers that gave evidence, I came forward, nothing further. 

30. Wishing to state the troth ? — Yes. 

2i< You were not led to do it by seeing any advertisement in the public 
prints? — No, I knew nothing of it till surfi time as they applied. ^ 

22. You have mentioned two cases of great cruelty to cats ; have y6ti evct 
had occasion to kill a cat yourself? — No, I have drowned kittens. 

23. Do you ever hear an old saying that a cat had nine lives? — I -hive heard 
that saying. 

24; You know it is triore difficult to kill a cat than any other ankidal? — 
Yes; • . • • ' : '- 

25. You are not aware of any instances of cruelty to any other animals 
besides cats ?— Not exactly in that point ; there are dogs served in the same 
manner for the value of their skins. 

26. You do not know that from your own personal knowledge?— No. 

27. I only want to know whether you know that from your own personal 
knowledge? — No, but from my brother officers at different offices. 

28. YoH have seen other animals that have been killed, a moment or twa 
after their death ? — Yes. 

29. You have often seen the convulsive motion? — Yes. 

30. You do not conclude that the animal being in a state of Convulsions 
that life is not extinct ?— Not exactly. I have seen beasts killed ; they have 
been knocked down first, and Uieir throats cut afterwards, and they have 
no feeling after that; but I should think to skin an animal alive, and then 
throw it down, . I should think they had feeling for some considerable time 
afterwards; and where the beast is knocked down the chopper or hatchet 

enters 
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ON BtLL FOR PREVENTION OF CRUELTY TO. ANIMALS. J 

enters the brain^. and their throat is cut immediately afterwards^ and although X Eitit^tiiML 
their nerves n(iay mqve, still there. would be no feeling. In skinning a cat ' ' 

alive, and throwing it down on a dunghill, and letting it take its chance, ss it ^9 Jon^ 
can^ ther^ is a great deal of difference. ^^^ 

31.1 think you have stated that it would be impossible for the furriers to get 
fUrs 08 good if the cats were killed in any otlier way than the way you. have 
described ? — I have not said that, I said the reason why they skin them in that 
manner is that the skin comes off the sooner while warm, and if they were 
to take the time and trouble to kill the cats, they must either cut their throats 
or knock them on the head, and then the blood would mess them all over, and 
if a policeman met them in that state he would naturally conclude they had 
been after scnnething or other, whereas if they skin them alive there is no 
blood except the joints of the legs, and then they can put them in their 
pockets. 

32. Would a fur covered with blood be sold for as much money as a fur 
token off. a cat in the way which you have described ? — ^No, I should think 
not 

' 33* The people who commit these practices, in your opinion, skin the cat 
alive chiefly to screen their own delinquency ? — Certainly ; there is no doubt 
if they eould get all the cats at home with the possible means of putting 
away the carcasses afterwards, they would not go up into any privy or court for 
that purpose; but if they get three or four in a bag a policeman would natu- 
rally say, " What have you got there ?'* and they would be detected at once^ 
whereas if they haveth^ skins only they may easily conceal them* 

34. You state distinctly that the reason for skinning the cat alive is not that 
the fur is improved by skinning the oat sJive, but that they skin it alive from 
two circumstances, one is, that the skin is more easily taken off, and the other 
is, that by catching the cat and skinning it in that way, there is less, chance of 

detection?— Certainly 

< 35. Therefore there are two reasons, one, that the skin gets off easily, and 
the next, that they get the skin home better ? — Yes. 

. 36. The next thing you stated wa9» that in your estimation if a buUoqk.or 
0x, or cow get ^ Wow* they are stunned ? — Yes. 

37. Although they may struggle a little afterwards?'— Yes. 

38. Yet sensation is extinct ? — Yes. 

39. If an animal, a dog or a cat is skinned alive, the sensations are 3een 
to continue after the skin is taken off? — ^Yes, I should think so. 

.4P. You stated^ under your own observation, cats have often been skinned 
alive, and you have seen the carcasses and remains thrown by, and even then 
in convulsions ? — Yes. 

41. You stated also, that it is the habit with dogs, but you never saw them 
skin live dogs ? — Yes. 

42. But you have seen the carcasses alive ?— Yes. 

- d.3. But you have not the slightest doubt in your own mind about their being 
skinned alive ? — Not the slightest. 

* .444 You have no doubt in your own mind that the same practice with regard 
to cats takes place with regard to dogs? — Yes; I do not know whether they 
W<ittld take a dog away and skin it or not; a dog will follow a person into 
a. house, in the day-time b^ a stuff which they make, called Hver pudding. 
They may take them to their own houses and skin them. I have known of an 
instixkoe ^ in Bethnal Green, where there were several dozen of dogs* skins^ 
skins of valuable dogs, found. Tlie skins and the person were had up to Wor- 
ship-street, but .the particulars of the case I cannot state. 
. 45. You stated just now, that the fur was not quite so good if it was bloody 
as otherwise $ j,ust consider a moment that blood is on the fur, the fur must be 
dyed to be made use of, and blood being on the fur cannot hurt it ? — They sell 
the skins to certain persons, who sell them to the furriers, and if they bring a 
skin all over blood, they would say this is all in a mess, and would not give 
|SO much for it. . 

46. Not so much by a halfpenny or a penny a skin ? — Yes. 

47. It does not affect the intrinsic value ?— No. 

.48. If a man was to kill a cat honestly, wishing to do it as clean as possible, 
would he not hang the cat up by the heels, and cut the throat to save the skin*? 
— It might be done. 
• 667. A 4 49« I am 
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8 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORj: COMMITTEE 

J. Edit^rtrook. 49. I am supposing a man wishing to kill a cat. as honestly as he can, then 
' there would be no daubing of the skin at all ; do you imagine a person putting 

19 June, to death his own cat would skin it alive?— I should think he would not. 

^^^' 50. Do you think he would do it if he was not afraid of the consequences ? 

— I should say the only motive he did it from is the fear of being detected. 

5K Has it coine under you observation that a cat was skinned alive, and 
attempted to get away ?-^The cat that was seen in the privy, the policeman 
heard a noise and went into the place and opened the door, and this man pre-: 
tended to be sitting down as though he were asleep ; he saw something moving 
in his apron, and on lifting it up the cat jumped out. 

. 52. Half skinned ? — The skin half off, and he immediately went to the cat 
and put an end to it by stamping on it, and brought it. for the length of three- 
quarters of a mile from Shadwell market, and the cat was then alive. 

53. Although half skinned ? — Yes, although half skinned it was not dead. 

54. The cat had so much life in her, that although half skinned she was 
taken to the watch-house and was alive then ? — When the man opened the 
privy door, she jumped out and run some distance. 

: 55, You stated that these cats were thus treated only from the fear of detec- 
tion ? — I should think so. 

56. I understand you to give that answer with reference to the concealments 
and taking them to the privy j but you no not mean to say, that the only 
object in killing the cats in the way you describe is from the fear of detecdoa? 
— I should say so. 

57. How do you reconcile that with your former answer, that you thought 
cats killed in the way you have described would be more valuable with respect 
to the fur than cats killed in any other way ?— I have not stated that. 

• 58. You stated that the intrinsic value 01 the fur was not benefited by the 
cat being killed alive ?-r-No. 

59. But if the man took the fur to a furrier, and too>k also a fur that was 
bloody, he might get more for a skin that was clean than for a skin that was 
bloody? — Yes. 

60. I understood you to state this ; that a skin taken bloody to a furrier, 
which blood would be necessary if the cat were killed in any other mode 
than that you have described, would not be purchased by the furrier for. so 
much as the other? — No, it would not. 

61. Do I understand that?— -Yes, certainly. 
' 62. It is less marketable? — Yes. 

63. Is not the result of the skin being bloody, in your opinion, is not ihat the 
result of the killing of it ; if the cat had its throat cut, might it not be so cut as 
not to stain the skin ? — I think not. 

64. Does not the apprehension of the skin being bloody arise from the hurry 
in which he is obliged to do it? — Certainly; I should say there are various 
reasons for skinning them alive; if I took the trouble to cut a man's throat, it 
would be some time before it had done bleeding. 

65. If they were to cut a cat's throat immediately on taking, it would 
lead to detection, because the blood would be upon it ? — I have so stated. 

^ 66. Would a skin bloody in the manner you have described, be as marketable 
as one without it? — No, I should say not, though the value when manufac- 
tured would be equally the same. 

* 67. What have yoii to state on the subject of dog-fighting ? — All I have to 
state on the subject of dog-fighting is, that a quantity of dogs are kept for the 
express purpose of dog-fighting and badger-baiting, and those sort of things ; 
they are kept by a person in White's-yard, East Smithfield; persons meet there 
Veeularly ev^ry week, and there is so much paid for the express purpose of 
^ghting dogs ; they have three or four or five dogs in the course of a night 
sometimes. ' 

68. Is there any particular cruelty practised ? — No further than fighting the 
dogs ; the dogs are frequently bit in the legs and jaws and all parts of them, and 
they keep a dog up as long as he will go in, as they term it. 

69. Do you attend these exhibitipns often yourself? — I have been two or three 
times ; 1 have been once, by order of the inspector, to look after isome parties 
that we went to apprehend for felony, knowing they frequent such places. 

70. These 
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70. These dog pits and bear pits are places where felons resort ? — Yes ; it ^^ Easterbrook. 

is an assemblage of bad characters, generally speaking, no respectable per 

sons would ffo there. '^g-i"^' 

71. Are there many complaints from the neighbourhood ? — Not in that part j 
the neighbourhood is all allKe ; brothels and bad characters all around. 

72. 60 you know more than one of these establishments ? — Not that are regu- 
larly kept up. 

73. iJo you know whether there are other pits kept?— No; there is fre- 
quently dog fighting in a room ; they go out and fetch a pair of dogs^ and set 
Uiem to work m the houses in Ratcliffe Highway. 

74. Is East Smithfield in your beat? — It is in our district. 

75. Do you know several persons who keep dogs ? — I know one man in parti- 
cular who has 20 or 30 dogs. 

76. What is his name ? — Hemmings, Albion-street, Commercial -road. 

77. He has fighting dogs ? —Yes, he has dogs ; he does not keep them all at 
home ; he has some at different butchers, who feed them on the offal, and when- 
ever they want to fight such and such dogs, they go and fetch them, and bet on 
them ; he had a dog killed about two months back. 

78. In fighting ? — ^Yes. 

79. That is a matter of common occurrence ? — Yes. 

80. But he takes care of his dogs, feeds them well ? — As soon as ever they 
have done fighting, he will house them up and cure them ; he is one of the first 
men in the rancy. 

81. What in the boxing way ? — In the fancy way generally, with a man of the 
name of Flowers at Bow ; they have got the finest dogs for that sort of thing of 
any men in Tx)ndon. 

82. Have you any thing further to state on this subject of dogs ? — Nothing 
further than it is frequently the case to see them ill-used ; it is about the worst 
part of London a man can be situated. 

83. You consider it altogether a very bad and disreputable neighbourhood ? — 
Yes. 

84. The sum total of your observation with respect to cats and dogs is, that 
they are constantly in the habit of skinning them alive ? — Cats particularly, 
dogs I never bad come under my own personal knowledge. 

85. Not from your own personal knowledge ? — No ; although I know such 
things are, I cannot say from my own personal knowledge that if they had 
them at home they might not serve them in the same manner. 

86. In your perambulations through the town, have you ever seen dogs 
treated with cruelty? — In drawing trucks and carts, they are very brutally 
beaten sometimes. 

87. Wantonly and cruelly ? — I should say wantonly and cruelly ; I have 
seen a man, or sometimes two men drawn by two dogs, I call that wanton 
cruelty. 

88. That, in your opinion, is wanton oruelty ? — Yes. 

8*9. You do not mean generally, but only in particular instances ? — You 
may frequently see it about as much at this end of the town as the other. 

90. Was the truck you allude to drawn by one dog or two ? — Two dogs ; 
sometimes one and sometimes two. I have seen him with one dog, and not 
a very large dog either. 

, 91. You believe the dog to be ill-used on those occasions by being, over- 
worked r — Yes ; while I was in Ratcliffe Highway district there was a fell- 
monger's, where they sold sheeps' trotters, and people used to come from all 
parts of the town and buy these trotters, and most of these persons have got 
these little carts and dogs ; and I have seen them come down at three or four 
o'clock in the morning, drawing a great fellow who was more able to draw the 
dogs than they to draw him. 

92. What is the value of those dogs ? — Their value is only for that purpose. 

93. What would a good dog of that sort fetch ? — Ten shillings, or a pound ; 
it is according to whether a dog works well or not. 

94. A good working dog would fetch something ? — If a man had got a good 
working dog, and he. was getting his living by it, he would not like to part with 
it for two or three pounds. 

95. A person having a valuable article worth three pounds, would not be 
inclined to ill-treat it? — I should say not, because the dogs that fetch these 

667. B things 
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J. EasterBiro^. things saves the man from fetching them himself in a basket on the top of iiis 

head or arm. 

19 June, gQ^ You say there are many butchers that keep these fighting dogs? — ^They 

* ^*' keep them for these men, their owners ; and there are seversil men, callrag 

themselves respectable in the world, who come to see them fi^t, and bet upon 
it ; in prize battles, between two famous dogs, they often come. 

97. Then the dogs are usually owned by fighting men? — Yes. 

98. Can you name to the Committee what part of London it is where the 
butchers keep these dogs? — There are several at Woolwich and several at New- 
gate Market ; I had it from the man's own mouth. 

99. Then you do not know it of your own personal knowledge ?— ^The nian 
told me so himself; in fact I asked him to let me see his dogs out of curiosity, 
and he showed me this dog I have mentioned lying dead, killed in a battle two 
or three days before. 

100. Do you know of your own personal knowledge any individual butcher 
who keeps these dogs ?— No. 

101. I believe you said you knew the man who sent the dogs to the butcher? 
—Yes. 

102. He told you himself? — Yes j I asked him merely out of curiosity to let 
me see them, and he told me, in the course of conversation, he sent them to the 
butchers to save the expense of keeping them. 

103. What is the name of that individual? — Hemmings; he keeps twto 
brothels. 

104. He was in the habit of sending his dogs to the butchers in Newgate 
Market to be kept? — ^^Yes. 

George Lorimer^ called in ; and Examined. 

George Ij>rimer. jq^ PRAY can you State any instances of cruelty that have come under 
' your knowledge, with regard to cats and dogs being skinned alive, or any 

general instances of cruelty which have come under vour observation, since 
you have been a policeman or before? — On the 25th of fast June, I was on duty 
in Lower Shadwell parish, and I heard the moans of a cat, which I thought a 
very unusual noise for a cat to make, and I proceeded into the out yard, or 
out building, and in the privy I saw a man sitting, and I asked him what he 
was doing there ; he had got a knife in his hand, and bis hands were on his 
knees, with a great coarse apron on ; I asked him to sit up, which he did not 
exactly at the time ; I took hold of his apron, and immediately a biack l:at 
flew out three parts skinned, she jumped about three or four yards from the 
place where he sat. I immediately went towards the cat, and put my foot 
upon its head and killed it. 1 took him into custody to the watch-house, and 
on searching him I found three more skins of cats ; I afterwards went back to 
the place again, and I found another skin in the privy and a small bag, and in 
the privy I saw one cat lying skinned. 

106. Had that cat any motion, or was it quite dead? — It was quite dead, it 
was about two hours afterwards ; and he was fined 20/. for stealing the cat, and 
2s. the value of the cat, or six months imprisonment. 

107. Why was he fined 2s. and why was he fined ^o/.? — The 20 L was for 
stealing the cat, and the 2 s. was for the value of the cat. 

108. He was fined 20/. for stealing the cat, and 2^. the value of the cat, 
the owner of the cat having appeared ? — ^Yes. 

109. How long have you been on that beat you are describing? — I liad been 
three or four months at that time. 

110. That is Shadwell beat?— -Yes. 

111. Does your beat join Easterbrook's beat ? — He was seijeant. 

112. You speak of the same neighbourhood that he has done? — ^Yess. 

.113. Do you come forward yourself, or do you come forward at the instigation 
of any body else ? — Where ? 

1 14. Now to give your evidence? — I was ordered by my superior. 

115. The inspector? — ^The Serjeant. 

116. Have you had any experience in killing cats ? — No. 

1 1 7. You know it is a very difficult animal to kill ?— Yes, I have heard so. 

1 1 8. Much more difficult than a d^? — I do not know. 

119. Do you know whether it is difficult to skin a cat or not? — I do not. 

120. Do 
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120. Da you know wbat the value of a cat's skin is? — ^No. . . George L^Hmcr. 

121. Do you know what they do with the cat skins when they have killed — 

tliemr — They sell them to the furriers ; I believe there are different prices. , 19 J*^©,^ 

122. Do you know what state the furrier requires the cat skins to be in? — ^ 
No } I believe they are worth more at certain seasons than others. 

123. Were the feet of this cat yon have been speaking of confined at all? — 
The skin on the hinder legs was cut. 

124.. Was she confined by string? — No; he had a coarse apron on like 
a brewer's apron. 

125. What date was this?— On the 25th of June last. 

126. You and the other police men have seen different cases of the same de- 
scription ?— Yes. . 

127. The same case he has alluded to is not the same case you ai^e speaking 
of?— No. 

1 28. Were they on different nights? — Yes. 

129. You have stated that you attended to this in consequence of the com- 
plaints made by the neighbourhood? — Yes. 

130. Then it must have been a subject of constant occurrence for them to 
complain? — Yes, the inhabitants used to complain of losing their cats; and be- 
sides Hiere was so many carcasses of cats lying about in different places. 

13 J. Consequently so many carcasses of cats lying about in so many places, 
it is quite clear these cats must have been all skinnea alive? — I do not say that. 

132. Upon this particular occasion to which you refer, on the 24th or ^th' 
of June, there were altogether six cats found by you in this privy? — I found 
three or four skins in the man's pocket; and there was the cat I killed myself 
three parts skinned, and one in tne privy, the skin of a cat that had been killed 
before. 

133. Has it ever come under your observation that dogs are served in the 
same manner that you have described cats to be? — I have understood they are. 

134. Have you ever seen the bodies of dogs lying about the same way fre- 
quently ?— ^Frequently. 

135. And you have no doubt in your own mind that they have been served 
iQ the same manner? — I cannot say positively. 

.136. That is the surmise in your own mind? — Yes. 

137. That is the impression made on your mind? — Yes. 

138. And if I understand you, you saw this man skinning this cat alive? — 
Yes. " ' • 

1 39. You are perfectly satisfied that those cats were skinned alive ? — I should 
think so. 

140. And you have seen the dead bodies of dogs lying about in the same 
manner? — ^Ycs. 

141 . You have no doubt in your own mind that they were skinned alive ? —Not 
the least doubt, for yesterday morning I saw a cat lying dead, which appeared 
as if it had been dead but a few minutes ; it looked quite fresh. 

142. Then according to the best of your belief, although you cannot say for 
certain, from what you see, it is a very usual occurrence to catch cats, go into 
a comer and skin them alive ? — ^Yes. 

143. There are persons who get their living by it? — Yes. 

144. And also to do the same to dogs ? — Yes. 

145. What is the reason why they wish to perform this cruelty, is there any 
advantage arising from it ? — I am told they cannot get the skin off when a cat 
is cold. 

146. Is it warm long after it is dead? — No. 

147. You have often seen animals with convulsive motions after they have 
been what you call killed? — Yes. 

148. In this instance, in which the cat jumped out from the man's lap in the 
privy, she was perfectly alive, althoujgh half skinned?-^ And would have got 
away ; three parts of the skin were off, and I carried it three-quarters of a mile 
along with the man by the collar to the watchouse, and it was scarcely dead 
then. 

149. Spiking not only of the district to which you belong, but speaking to 
the best of your belief of the practice in this town, you have no doubt in your 
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George Lonmer. own mind that that practice of skinning cats and dogs alive is a common 
practice ? — I have not the least doubt of it. 

150. Do you, in the course of your perambulations as oflScer, see acts of 
cruelty towards dogs and other domestic animals? — Very often dogs in trucks ; 
ill using them. 

151. What do you mean by ill using them ? — Beating them with a stick when 
they will not draw ; butchers and bakers. 

152. What should you do with a cart with a donkey if it would not draw, 
would you beat it with a stick or stop b\so ? — There is a medium way of beating 
things. 

153* You mean there is a proper and improper correction ? — Yes. 

154. One is proper and the other cruelty? — Yes. 

155. You think that the treatment of these dogs you refer to having seen, b 
cruel ? — I have seen them with great sticks knocking them about. 

156. Decidedly in a brutal way ? — Yes. 

157. That you have seen done by bakers as well as butchers ? — Yes. 

158. Respectable men carrying on their trade ? — Yes. 

159. Can you mention any instances? — Not particularly one more than 
another. 

160. You consider there is a general cruel disposition on the part of the 
butchers and bakers in Shadwell ? — Yes. 

161. Butchers and bakers* boys in Shadwell you consider to be a cruel set of 
people ? — Not exactly. 

162. Can you mention any instances in which this cruelty has taken place? — 
Not exactly; there is Leadenhall Market and Newgate Market. 

1 63. Is it your duty to go all over the town ? — No. 

164. What district are you confined to ? — As far as my beat extends. 

165. How far does your beat extend? — About twenty minutes walk. 

166. Does it extend over Leadenhall and Newgate Markets ? — No. 

167. Then you are not competent to form an opinion of what passes in 
Leadenhall anq. Newgate Markets ? — Certainly not. 

168. When you have not been emploved in your official character, you have 
been in Newgate Market and Leadenhall Market ? — Yes. 

169. You see and observe a great many things when you are not on actual 
duty ?— Yes. 

170. You are convinced that cruelty towards doga is very common among the 
boys of bakers and butchers ? — Yes, 

171. Those persons who now use dogs to the trucks, are butchers' and 
bakers' porters ? — Yes. 

172. They are employed to carry the meat, which is purchased, to various 
parts of London ? — Yes. 

173. What do you consider to be the value of a good dog that draws 
a butcher's truck or a baker's ?— Some bakers would not take any money for 
their dogs. 

, 174. Are they worth 3/. or 4/.? — Some dogs will not work; it is a difficult 
thing to get a dog that is used to work. 

175. But a good working dog is a valuable article ? — No doubt 

1 76. And a marketable one ? — Yes. 

177. It is not always the proprietors that ill treat them?— The proprietors of 
these dogs let them out. 

Thomas Youngs called in ; and Examined. 

Thmas Young. 178. WHERE do you live? — In Shadwell. 

— — — 179. What is your trade? — A porter, to carry sailors' hammocks and chests. 

1 So. Or to do any odd jobs ?— Yes. 

181. Will you state the circumstances attending the skinning of that cat; 
state it in your own way? — I had lost'several cats before ; I brought this one up 
from a kitten there and in Stepney ; I used to wonder where the cats went to ; 
the next morning when I missed this cat, (it was a good cat for killing rats 
and mice) I went down to the Thames Police, and I found three skins, none 
of which were the skin of ray cat ; one was brought out half skinned ; it was 
dead when I saw it j I was sworn before Mr. Broderip the sitting magistrate 
at the Thames Police, and the man was fined 20/. or six months imprisonment. 

182. On 
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1 82. On your swearing it was your cat ? — There was a private mark by which Tkma$<romit. 

I identified the cat. ■ — - 

183^ Was it a black cat? — Yes. 19 Jon«> 

1 84. With regard to what has come under your observation, have you any * ^'* 
doubt that it is a common practice in your neighbourhood to skin cats alive 

in the same way your cat was skinned ? — I believe it is. 

185. What makes you think so? — I see a great many bodies of cats lying 
about, and the other day my landlord gave his tenant 6d. to bury the bodies 
of three cats. 

186. Have you ever seen the carcasses of cats lying about there? — Yes. 

187. And you have no doubt that they were skinned alive? — I believe they 
cannot get the skins off without skinning them alive. 

1 88« Has it ever come under your knowledge that dogs were skinned alive ? 
— I have seen a great deal of barbarity towards dogs. 

189. Give us some instances? — I have seen butchers with fighting dogs 
hting them in the streets on Sunday mornings, taking them out to the Mile- 

d Road, such as bull dogs, they fight them till they die sometimes. 

190. Did you ever see the police interfere on those occasions? — I have 
notmng to do with the police. 

191. Have you ever seen the police interfere to prevent it ? — Yes. 

192. You consider the police to have the power of preventing it? — I cannot 
exactly say. 

193. Where did you see the dogs ?— In New Gravel-lane, Whitechapel. 

194. Can you recollect what Sunday morning it was ? — No, it was two tn: 
three years ago. 

195. You have not seen it since ? — I have not. 

196. About two years ago this circumstance occurred? — Yes. 

William Butler^ called in j and Examined. 

197. WHAT division do you belong to?— Kent. fFUHamBuOer. 

198. The same division as the two last? — Yes. * 

199. Will you state the particular instances of cruelty to dogs and cats which 
have come under your knowledge ? — I was complained to by the inhabitants 
about their losing their cats, and I made it my business to go round to see 
whether I could detect any of them at it. I went round one morning about 
five o'clock on the 23d of June, and I heard a cry of a person hallooing out 
stop thief, I went to the spot, and there was a woman following a girl, the girl 
darted down a passage wtuch is called Elbow-lane, and as I turned round I saw 
her give a man a cat. 

200.. What day was that ? — On the 23d of June ; the man ran away, I catched 
the girl and gave her in custody to my brother officers, while I pursued the man» 
he got away. 

201. The man got away ?— Yes ; as I returned I saw a cat lying in the court 
with her skin all o£P, the skin completely ofi^, smoking and kicking her hind 
1^8 up. 

202. You have no doubt in your own mind, that she was alive when she was 
skinned ? — She was moving her legs in this manner when I saw her. 

203. Did she breathe? — She was drawing up her legs in this manner, and 
I took a stone up and threw it at her head to put her out of her misenr ; I went 
and told this to the Serjeant, and he took me to the watch-house, I gave my 
evidence before Mr. Broderip at the Thames Police Office, the girl was fined 
5/. or two months imprisonment for stealing the cat, and 5^. the person put as 
the value of the cat. 

204. The person appeared who owned the cat ? — ^The person appeared who 
saw her take the cat out of her passage, her name is Mrs. Burgess, she has 
moved from where she lived, or I snould have brought her here to day. 

205. If the party had not identified the cat you could not have punished 
the girl ?— ITirough her swearing to her property we were enabled to punish 
the girl. 

206. If this person had not attended to prove the identity of the cat on 
oath the magistrate could not have punished the girl from what you had 
seen ? — No. 
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WiUiamBtukr. .207. Do you kilow that from having applied for and been refused convic- 
■■■■ ■ tion ?— They said if the person had not sworn to the property they could riot 
'^^^ punish her. 

^^3^* 208. But if they had riot sworn to the property they could not have punished 

her?— They did not say they could not, but as the person had sworn to the 
property they could punish her. 

209. So that you inferred that they could npt punish unless the property ^as 
sworn to?: — Yes J the next morning I went up to the cells j I heard my brother 
officer bad taken the man ; I pointed out the man, and said that is the man 
that ran away with the cat the other morning likewise, he appeared before the 
magistrate. 

2 JO. It turned out that that was the veiy man you wished to apprehend? — 
Yes ; and Mr. Broderip said he should like to get off his seat and take a 
cat-o'-nine-tails and peel every bit of flesh off his bones. 

211. Did you hear him say that? — Yes, I did. 

212. You have no doubt in your own mind that this is a general practice ? — 
I have seen from 25 to SO cats lying dead at once in back places of a morning, 
all apparently as if they had been fresh skinned. 

213. Do you know whether it is done with regard to dogs?— I have seen 
a great many carcasses of dogs lying about in the same way ; I have seen them 
burying dogs frequently in Bow Common ; in fact I stopped a man one day ; 
he had a bag with him ; I made him turn it out, and he had three dogs, and was 
going on Bow Common to skin them ; he told me they had been bit by mad 
dogs, and I had no proof to the contrary. 

214. Were they aead ? — Yes. 

2 1 <;. And skinned ? — Not skinned ; he was going to skin them. 

216. Do you see acts of cruelty frequently towards dogs? — There is a great 
deal of cruelty towards dogs; I know a man who keeps dogs in his own house 
for fighting ; he has a fighting pit. 

217. What is his name? — Hemmings. 

218. Have you ever given the assessor notice? — No, it is known by 
many, because the other night there was a dog fight, and they got out of the 
coach on my beat ; he was tied up in a handkerchief, his jaws were broke, and 
his legs were bleeding terribly ; he belonged to a pork butcher in High-street, 
Shadwell ; Hemmings it was who seconded the winning dog. 

219. Do felons and criminals, and persons of that descriptioUj resort to these 
sort of places, dog fights ?— Yes, and even in the aflemoon at these private 
pits, which I know Hemmings to havei. When I have been on duty in Dock- 
street I have seen people going in frequently of bad character, and once, for 
curiosity's sake, I went in myself; it is a room boarded all round, and made* 
a pit of; all boarded up aslant, so that the dogs cannot come out. 

220. To keep the dogs in the fighting place ? — Yes, and they have got forms 
one above another, as it is in the playhouse. 

221. The worst description of persons attend there?— Yes, dog fanciers and 
men of bad character ; I nave seen bad characters go in frequently. 

222. Do you know at all what the number of pits in London is? — I do not; 
there used to be one in the New Inn, Tottenham Court Road. I know there 
used to be a deal of it carried on there, but I have not been there for two 
years. 

223. Should you say there was a dozen of these pits in London?— Yes. 

224. More?— Yes. 

325. Have you any means of judging ? — No. 

226. There are many private ones with which you are unacquainted ? — Yes. 

227. Have you seen any cruelty practised towards dogs in the streets? — Yes. 

228. Not at all necesi^ary? — Yes. 

229. Do you know instances in which cruelty is practised by butchers' or 
bidters' boys? — I have seen butchers* dogs coming up the Commercial Road^ 
driving and flogging the dogs, and the dogs gasping ready to drop. I have 
gone up and checked them for so doing, and if I had the power, I would have 
brought them up before a magistrate. 

230. If you had the power you would have brought them up?— Yes. 

231. You did not feel yourself authorized in so doing? — No, because there 
is no law as I know of authorizing me to do so. I saw two great chaps the 
other day put quarters of beef into one of these trucks, drawn by two dogs, 

and 
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andt>ne of them waS cuttiD|p the dogs with a whip, going at least, I should fnmam B^kr. 
think, at the rate of five or six miles an hour. * 

232. For how long? — ^From opposite Cannon Street Road, down to the i9J«m, 
George ; I went over and pulled one of them out of the cart, and told him Be *^** 
ought to be ashamed of himself for so doing. 

233. What was he in the cart? — Yes. 

234. He was most unmercifully driving them beyond their strength ? — Yes. 

235. Was he cutting them in such a manner, Aat if you thought the law 
authorized you, you would have taken him up? — ^Yes. 

236. Do vou not see the proprietors of omnibuses driving beyond the 
strength of tnehcMrses sometimes? — There are very few omnibuses on that road ; 
there is only one omnibus and one coach. About the New Road I have seen 
them drive very fast, and go by one another, but I have not been on that road 
lately. 

237. You know they are easily punished?— Yes. 

238. And you know that the l^slature had provided a remedy for that 

Eurpose? — ^Yes; we know we are justified in doing it if we were to see the 
orses in a gallop. 

James Yewen^ called in; and Examined. 

230. I BELIEVE you are an inspector of the Society for the Prevention of «^«»^' Yewn. 
Cruelty to Animals? — Yes. 

240* Will you state any speciGc acts of cruelty which have come under your 
knowledge with r^ard to dogs or cats or other animals? — I was attending the 
Westminster pit some time ago where I live in Duck-lane ; three years ago I 
¥atnessed a great deal of cruelty. There used to be dogs fighting together 
till they were nearly dead ; when they have fought so long as to be unable to 
rise, they were put into a tub of water, kept for the purpose, and then set to 
fight again. Badgers likewise I have seen very much tore ; all the sides and 
breast arid head part where the dogs had bit them, was all in a gore of blood, 
andisome places had began to putrify. I have seen likewise great cruelty 
lately with dogs regarding the breaking of them into these trucks ; I have seen 
many boys wiu large sticKS, beat the hind legs ; I saw them beat one poor dog 
till they utmed him. 

241. Wantonly and cruelly ? — Wantonly and cruelly, because the dog was not 
used to the truck, therefore it was wantonly. 

242. I think you are inspector to the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty tp 
Aiiirtals ?— Yes. . . 

243. Do you receive any pay? — Yes. 

244. Are you aware of an advertisemlent that was sent to the Times news- 
paper? — Yes. 

245. The gentlemen who have come forward to give evidence, do they receive 
any reiriuneration for the evidence they give ? — Not as I know of. 

246. They will be paid for their time ?— I do not know } I myself am a regular 
servant \ I am paid as a regular servant. 

247. Do you think the state of Smithfield Market better than it was ? — Since 
the new police have been about, I have not seen the cruelty there formerlv was. 
I have been much pleased with the conduct of some of the drovers ; they have 
spoken to me ; I have great knowledge of some of them, and they have been 
very thankful, the master drovers, because the butchers say the meat is much 
better than it was formerly, which they attribute to the better conduct of the 
drovers. 

Heron Denmf^ called in ; and Examined. 

248. YOU are an inspector of the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty tp Menm Damy. 
Animals, I believe ? — Yes. 

249. Have you any particular case of cruelty to state with regard to domestic 
animals, that has come under your own observation ?— I remember seeing great 
cruelty towards an animal in Oxford-street once. 

250. You have witnessed great cruelty to various animals, the hog in parti- 
cular ? — Yes. The animal I allude to had some of its guts hanging out j whether 
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Heron Dem^. they were torn out by the dog or no I cannot say, but I saw the man beat it 

while its entrails were out. 

19 June, 251. Did you take any means to discover the. person who wfts driving? — 

»S3«« Being aware that there was no act to punish the man, I did not interfere, for 

I got myself several times abused by speaking to them. 

252. You stated just now that the man was beating him? — Yes.. 

253. It was to get him along as fast as the others ? — ^Yes. 

254. You call that cruelty ?— Yes. 

255. What was the diflSculty of proceeding against him ? — There is no law. 

256. Have you been unsuccessful with regard to any information you may 
have laid with regard to hogs? — There was no individual ever brought up. 

257. You are aware that there is no Act of Parliament by which you can 
punish cruelty to the hog ? — Yes. 

258. How are you convinced, from your own impression of the law, or from 
having failed in any case brought before a magistrate?— I never failed, because 
there was no Act of Parliament ; the hog was left out of all the Acts. 

259. You are a paid oflScer of the Society ? — Yes. 

260. And would therefore, in performance of your duty to them as well as 
from motives of humanity, interfere, provided the law justified your inter- 
ference ? — Yes. 

261. Have you frequently seen dogs ill treated?— In the pits where there was 
dog fighting and badger baiting. I was one of the individuals who interfered as 
to the pit at Westminster which was suppressed. 

262. On the subject of pits, you stated just now, that one pit had been put 
down by the intervention of the Society to which you belong ; will you state in 
what manner that was done ? — It was brought to the Westminster sessions, 
under the Act against nuisances, not for cruelty. 

263. And indicted as a nuisance ? — Yes. 

264. And what happened ? — The owner of the pit was found guilty, and sen- 
tenced to six months imprisonment, and he was begged off by the Society, pro- 
vided he would abandon his pit. 

265. Was he imprisoned at all? — Yes, he was, for some. time; I am not 
positive whether he was not all the time ; it was a very great nuisance ; the 
Society spoke on his behalf, and wished him not to undergo the punishment. 

266. It was proved at the sessions that it was a great public nuisance ? — ^^Yes. 

267. If the Society had funds, they would indict all the pits in London as 
nuisances ? — I do not know. 

268. Have they undertaken some which were not successful ? — Yes, there 
were some that were not successful. 

260. Will you mention one ? — I think it was one near West-street, Smith- 
field. 

270. What led to the failure of that case ? — It was found I believe that they 
could not bring it forward under the Cruelty Act, and there was no other 
Act. 

271. Why was it not indicted as a nuisance? — I cannot answer that question. 

272. Is there any one connected with the Society that can answer that 
question ? — Yes, Mr. Gompertz. 

Mr. Gompertz, called in ; and Examined. 

Mr. 273. WHAT was the cause of the failure of the indictment ? — It was indicted 

Gmpertt. f^j. cruelty and not for nuisance. 

274. It failed on account of the indictment being wrong? — The neighbours 
failed to come forward j in the other case it was indicted by the neighbours 
themselves. 

275. They went forward before the magistrate ? — Yes. 

276. And gave evidence there ? — No, not in that first case ; not sufficiently 
strong to convict the man. 



•o 



Heron Denny ^ re-called. 

Heron Demy. 277. YOU have no doubt that constant acts of cruelty could be remedied by 

you or pers(^ns haying a delegated power, if an increased Bill was the law of 

the land j you mean to say tliat Mr. Martin's Bill which only affects cruelty 
towards cattle, is not sufficient to repress cruelty to animals in general ; .is that 
your opinion ? — Yes. 
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WILLIAM ALEXANDER MACKINNON. ESQ. in the chaiji. 
John Roach^ called in ; and Examined. 

378. WHERE do you live ?— At West-street, West Smithfield. 

379. Are you a proprietor of one of the pits kept for fighting dogs ?— Yes. ^e Jane. 

280. And this pit is often attended by people in the neighbourhood ? — Yes. i8s«. ' 

281. Req>ectable housekeepers ? — Yes. 

. 282* Have vou ever heard that they have made any complaint of the way in 
ifi^hich that pit is conducted? — Never since t have conducted it, which is ten 
years. 

< 283. Have any robberies ever been committed in that pit ? — Never. 

284. What sort of fights take place there ?— Dogs ; nothing else. 

285. You are acquainted with the value of dogs ; what is the average value 
of a good fighting dog ? — A good fighting dog sometimes fetches three, four 
or five guineas. 

286. Have you known them to fetch naore than that ? — Yes, I have known 
them CO fetch ten. 

287. Did you know a famous dog of the name of Billy ?— Yes. 

288. How old was he when he died ? — Twelve or thirteen years old. 

; 289. Can you at all calculate how many battles he had fought ? — I think, to 

the best of my recollection, fourteen or fifteen. 

; 290. What did he die of? — Of old age, and is now stuffed in a case. 

291. It is not a usual circumstance for dogs to fi^ht five or six battles and 
1^ to be the worse for it ? — I have one now at home wat has fought six battles, 
and you can scarcely see a scar on him. 

292. Will you have the goodness to state how many pits for fighting dogs 
Ihere are now in London ?— I think there are four. 

i 293. Cox% your own, Clark's, and Weatherhead's ? — ^Yes. 

294. Are you aware of any other? — Yes, I believe there is one more, at 
Peptford, I think. 

295. Can you take upon you to say that the number of pits in London is 
less than the number of pits was five years ago? — ^Yes, they certainlv are. 

256. Can you state now many fewer; one, or two, or three f— I think 
about two. 

297. Can you give any opinion as to whether, if those pits were put down^ 
do^-fighting would cease to exist ? — I should think it would create a greater 
nmsance, because there were persons who, before those pits were, used to be 
in the habk of taking them out in the fields and fighting tnem. 

298. Do you think there would be any fights in private rooms ^ — There are 
sure to be. 

299. Are there gentlemen that are much interested in those fights ? — Yes. 

300. Who give great prices for the do^s ? — ^Yes. 

301. And who, you think, would be inclined to have those fights in private 
rooms if pits did not exist ? —Yes. 

302. Is there much betting about your neighbourhood ? — ^Yes ; there is small 
betting, not great bets } there are many gentlemen that have dogs for amuse- 
ment for themselves. 

303. Are the pits attended by the same characters as attend races ? — ^No, 
I do not know that they are ; they are the same that attend man-fighting ; there 
are a great many gentlemen that train dogs for fighting;^ that never bet 
^. farthing. 

. 304. is a dog ever killed in a fight? — I never knew but one, and then he had 

a fit. 

: 305. You keep the dog-pit ; you are the proprietor of it? — Yes. 

306. And you obtain your livelihood by that? — Yes; and by keeping the 
dogs, and by rearing them to send abroad. 

307. Of course if there was any Bill to be passed puttinj^ down dog-fighting, 
that would be a great injury to you ? — It would be a great injury, of course. 

308. You say that you have seen some d<^ that have fought and hardly had 
a scar uppn them 5 those must be very good dogs ? — Very quiet dogs. 

309. They must be valuable dogs, must they not ? — Yes. 
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Johm R0ack. ^ 310. You have some dog?, that wiH not %ht at all ?i— We have dogs that will 

— • not fight at alU 

«6 June, g J ,^ What is done with them ?— They are sent abroad for breeding. 

* ^^' 312, Have you many dogs that are nmch.scarredfifom fighting?— None. 

313. Do you mean that np scar ever occurs in the fight? — No. 
..'^ 314 Are th^ Committee to understand you to say, with regard to scars, that 

the dog, not immediately after fighting has no scar, but that the dog ton 
recovering frpm-his; fight has no scar? — None at all; for ixnmedlatdy after thfey ' 
have done fighting tiiey are put into a warm bath land given beef tea, if they 
want it ; sotne do pot want it ; sometimes if a dog is a tittle exhausted we giVe 
. him. a drop of brandy and water, and then give him some beef tea, and wifen 
put him in a warm bath, and afterwards into a clean bed of stra^, and that' 
put him before the fire and dress his wounds. 

315. Have you ever had a dog killed in a fight?— -No, I have had only one 
kiljed, and that was in a fit. 
^ 316. Had you never one that you were obliged to kill, afterwards, because 
he was so much injured' in the fight ?— No, because it is so now, that if the do^ 
is put to, he has np occasion to fight without he likes ; if he goes away fircKn his^ 
dog, he is immediately picked out, and put in the corner, and then he is 
spunged out, an4 given some drink to, and then there is an umpire^ and' t^ieref 
is one minqte time given j if the dog refuses to go when the tim6 has expii^d ' 
of themiQute, he is declared the loser, and then taken away. 

317. Do you mean that a dbg that fights badly does not get very oftfen 
injured? — No, because if he fights badly he is taken away. > 

318. In shorty if a dog shows no plack, he is not injured by the dog that 
shows pluck ?— No. 

319 But it never happens that a dbg is so ihjured that you halve tJo kill hintf 
afterwards. ?7-No. 

326. What is the aystera of training dogs to fight? — Wegeterally }^hy6ic ' 
them and bleed them; and then we take them to the fields ^ith a strap an^ 
collar, and never let them loose till they get to the fields, atid then 1^ t^m 
run about, and afterwards bring them home and ibed them. 

321. How long does it take to train a dog? — A month; they are fbd with 
shins of b^f. 

3*^2. Is it only one species of dog that will fight?— Yes, the bulUdo^. ' 

323. You consider Hiat that is a ^ecies of dog adapted to fight?— Yed« 

324. What induces you to come here and give evidence before this Com- ' 
mittee^^-^I have been asked to come here to explain things al>out dogs, how 
tl^ey are fed. 

325. You are not paid for coming forward? — No. 

326. But you have a direct iftterest in coming forward, have you not?— Ve^i ' 

327. You have been told that there is a fiiil going on againdt dog-pits, and 
you have been asked to give your evidence respecting it? — ^Yes. ' 

328. You have no other fighting at yolir dog-pit, no cocik-fightihg ?~Nti. 

329. Do you know much upon the subject of cock-fighting? — Yes, I have 
seen cock-fighting. 

330.. Have you heard of some of the great people of the land being patronii 
of it?— Yes, lords. 

331 . Have you heard of Ix)rd Darnley and Lord Anson being patrons of 
them?— Yes. 

332; And also Sir Harry Goodrich? — Yes. 

• 333^ Did it, never happen that a felon was taken up and arrested in your pit 
at dog-fights? — Never J I can be upon my oath I never allow such persons^. 

334. You can swear that, to the best of your recollection, no ofience evei^' 
happened at the pit to oblige you to call in tiie police, or that led to any viola- 
tion of the law ?. — Never. 

335. It is an orderly pit in generaP— Yes, I can caH every neighbour within 
a mile of the place to swear to that 

336. Should you have any difficulty in getting up a petition from youf 
neighbours in favour of this ?^ — Not the least. 

337. And you allow no cruelty to be practised in it? — No; the dogs are in 
a clean stable, and well fedV kept cleanly every day. 

338. You said that the dog Billy was not injured id fightil; how did he los^ 
his eye? — He lost his eye l^ fighting. 

339^- But 
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• i-33#- Bet y6u said just now that ho dogs were ever injured ly ^fighth^? — JMn«a*rf. 

I couki^^at apetk as ta a mere 4speck, but I. mean what is called crudt^, saofa 1 

as tearing them to pieces. a6 Jutie, 

; 34a You do not call & Idss of an tSye an irguiyP^—He did not lose % he lost *^3a- 

the sight of it * ^ 

34U Are you iuie ther^ are no more! pits tiian %hose which you have men- 
tionad? — I am not aware of any. 

342. But whether there are or not yon cannot s&y? — I caondt say. 

343. All that you kiiow is that there ^re five pits that you fcnowofi*^ Yes. 

344. But there may be a great number besides that you have no knowle(%d 
of ?— Yes, but I should Vnow them, I dare say, if there were «riy moi^. 

345. Did you ever hear that the fighting brought on hydrophobia?— No, 
I never did. 

' 346* Did you ever hear of a veterinary surgeon in this city, of the name of 
Youatt; did you ever hear that he states distinctly that tbe hydrophobia is 
^tttended m this country by the dogs being highly trained, and in that state of "^ 
excitement being brought to fight one against another? — I have heard that he 
has staged it so, but I can deny it, and likewise many more; he has never had 
the experience that I have. I have been bit by fighting dogs in my face imd 
hands, from teasing them, and so on. I say that pf all the dogs that are mad, 
no man can come n>rward as long as ever I live and say that t^ose are fighting 
dogs ; it is those dogs that run about the streets loose and pick things up on 
t)be road, and fun after the females, licking all kind of filth and dirt, that go 
mad. 

347. You have never been abroad, have you ? — No. 
. ^8» Therefore you know nothing of dogs of other countries ? — No. 

349. You say that bull-dogs are the only fighting dogs ; do yoii mean to say 
^t.terrieiB are never bred to fight against each other? — ^Never ; I never knew 
a;terrier that would take to fighting without he was bred by a bull-dog and a 
terrier ; thi& Scotch terriers are bred of the bull-dog ai^ the terrier, and they 
will fight. 

, 350» You have stated just now that the dogs were not the worse for fighting, 
but did you not say that when the %ht was over you laid them by the fire 
because they weije so much exhausted by the fight?— We always do that. 

351. Aw they so much exhausted as not to be able to move?-^No, but we 
generally make it a rule to give them that ; many do^ walk aft^r having 
feught $ many gentlemen take their dcu^ honle with them that have fotigbt. 

352. You stated that your pit is chiefly intended for dog^fighting ; do iid 
other animals fight in that pit than dogs ?-^Not at all, except the tntdger is 
baited. 

353. How often will one badger be baited ? — It will be baited on the Mon^ 
day night, and then he will test £6t the week. 

354*. How long will he live in this manner ? — I had a badger wh^ Hved for 
two years, and I took nine pounds of fat ofl^him afterwards. 
. 555. You have no bears baited?— No. 

356. How do you fasten the badger ? — ^We do not fi»ten him ; we put him in 
A b^x^ and the^ may be as many as five or six d<^ that go in, and n^ ver cap 

£3t iiim out We do this because they should not be hurt ; that if the dog 
ys hbld dn him he should pull him out easy; but in file country they dig 
holes, and the dog stays in for ten minutes or a quarter of an hour. 
•^$S7* Ih you mean to say, generally speaking, Uiat those fighting pits are 
not a3setnbli(ges of improper and loose persons ? — Yes ; I mean to say that 
l^yarenot. 

358. Are they not so in general ? — ^No ; I can speak of my own. 

• 359. Do you mean to say that, to the best of your knowledge and b^ef^ loose 
persons and persons of bad character do not mdce k the custom to atteod 
those pits ? — They do not. 

. 360. What sort of people attend ? — Tradespeople. .» 

361. What do you get from each person ?— ^Sixpence. 
- 3^2, Every body that pays sixpence you aifanit ?-^Yes, generally^ 

363I You will not allow any person yoU do not know ?— I will not allow any 
loose sort of people into my place. 

364. You mean to say that if any reputed thief came to the door and ofiered 
his sixpence you would kick him out? — Yes, I would send him away. 

667. C2 365. But 
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JoU RoacL 3^5* But if a man. comes and offers sixpence, if vou do not know him per« 

sonally, you let him in, do you not? — Of course, a decent sort of penson I do 

d6 Jane, not object to. 
1833. 366. [WTiat you mean to say is, that the general character of the persmis is 

apparently respectable ^ — Yes. ^ 

367. Is there much bulI4>aiting in London now? — None that I know of. 

368. Who ^ve the last Silver Collar ; was it an Honourable Member of thiil 
House ? — I believe it was ; I am sure I cannot tell. 

369. How often, upon the average, does a fight take place at your pit ? — 
Sometimes not for a month. 

370. And when it does take place, how many dogs fight upon kn average?—^ 
Two. 

371 • Is there only one fight? — There is only one fight. 

372. Do you mean to say that people come there and pay sixpence in order 
to see two dogs fight? — Yes. 

373. How does the pit answer to you, if you only have fights once a month ? 
— ^Tliose are matches that I speak of; we have fights twice a week. 

374. Have you never a dog so disabled in the fight that it will not do to fight 
it again? — Never. 

375. Do you mean to say, that his legs are never bit, or his tongue bit, of 
his nose bit so severely as to disable him from fighting again ? — No ; he gets 
disabled for a time from the bites, but we get him well again, 

376. How long do your fights last?— Sometimes they do not last ten minutes; 
sometimes half an hour. 

377. And yet although they sometimes last half an hour, you never have a 
dog seriously injured in those fights ? — No ; I have known fights last an hour, 
and yet the dogs not get injured. 

378. How many matches are there in your pit in the course of a year?— 
Eight or ten matches. 

379. How many dogs fight in the course of a year? — I cannot say. 

380. How many in the course of a week ? — Four or five couples. 

381. You would allow any dogs to fight that were brought to the pit? — 
Yes. • . 

382. You weigh the dogs in order to see that they are equal ?-^Yes, they do 
not give each other an ounce ; they are put on the scale and weighed exactly. 

383. If one dog is heavier than the other, how do you remedy that ? — We 
fight only stipulated weight ; we know pretty well from the size how to match 
them equally, because there is no person that sees one dog but will know 
whether the other will match him. 

384. How many dogs are sent by you on board ships for captains going 
abroad? — A great quantity. 

, 385. For what purpose do they take them ? — I do not know ; they come there 
and see the dogs, and try them, and then offer me a sum for them, and 
I sell the dog. 

386. When you say they try the dog, you mean they put him against another 
dog ?— Yes they put them together. 

387. Does a gentleman, when he comes to you to buy a dog, say to you» 
** Let me see his power, *' before he will buy him ? — ^Yes. 

388. And he gives you more or less according to the power of that dog?— 
Yes. 

389. Will you explain to the Committee how you bring the dogs to an equal 
weight? — We know the size of them pretty well, and then we Udce them out 
into the fields and run them about, and when we bring them home we wdgh 
them. 

390. Do you try to make the light dog heavier, in order to match him with 
the other ? — No ; we can generally tell their weights i if a gentleman comes to 
me and brings a dog, I say, it is such and such a weight ; then he says, *^ Have 
you one of such a weight r' and if I have I match them. 

391. How niany dogs have you now belonging to you ? — Six or seven ; I 
keep them for different pe(^le ; I do not keep them for myself, but I keep them 
for gentlemen, and doctor them. 
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WiUiam IJemmitigs, called in i and 'E\2imined. 

392* ARE you a feeder of docs ?— Yes, I am, WilHam Hcmmngs 

393. Living in the Commercial Road ?—Ye8. • . ■ ■ 

394. Have you constant communication with gentlemen upon the subject of ^^ J"«»«» 
dogs?— Yes ; I am a dog doctor and dog fancier. *^3^ 

. 395. You sell dogs, do not you? — Yes. 

396. Wliat sort of price do fighting dogs fetch? — That is according to the 
goodness of them* . 

397. It varies from what sum to what? — From one guinea to twenty. 

398. Have you known a dog sell for twenty ? — I have sold them for twenty i 
and I have sold young ones for ten, good breeders. 

309. Do you happen to know at all whether fighting dogs will fight many 
battles or few battles; how many battles will they iSght ?— It is according to 
the constitution of the dog. 

400. Have you known some dogs fight a good many ? — I have. 

401. How many battles have you known a. dog to fight? — I have one that 
fou^t seven battles. 

462. Is that dog in good condition now?— Yes. 

403. And yoy attach considerable. value tot him? — I do j .now she is put by 
on purpose to breed from. 

404. You put this bitch by to breed from, although she has foueht so many 
battles?— Yes; as she is such a good bitch her puppies will fetch me a good 
deal of money. 

405. How many ^iting pits are there in London ? — Four; John Roach's, 
Jem Cox's, William Weathtrhead's, and George Clark's. 

406. Do not you know of any other pits m London? — There is one of a 
young man attempting to begin, but I do not call that a pit, because I have 
never fought a match there } it ia close to Roach's. I think it would be of nq 
service to him. 

407. Are you aware of any fighting pits at Deptford ? — Yes, there is one 
at Deptford. 

408. Can you state to the Committee whether those pits have increased in 
number or decreased of late years ? — Decreased ;. there were men that used to 
be in full play with them; gentlemen used to patronize, them. 

405^. Wnat broke that up ? — A gentleman got a parcel of ladies to sign 
a petition against them. 

410. What is a pit worth to a man now ? — It depends upon the lack of a man. 

41 1 . If a man is a lucky man, how much is it worth to him ?— rl shopld think 
it was worth about a guinea a week. 

412. Have you ever heard it said tliat fighting dogs are more apt to go mad 
than other dogs ? — As different as light from darkness is that ; x never beard 
of ,a fighting dog going mad. 

413. What class of dogs do you imagine most likely to go mad ?--The dogs 
that run about in the streets, cur dogs ; I never saw any fighting dogs go mad ^ 
I have seen curs go mad. 

414. Will you tell the Committee whether, from your experience of dogs, voa 
imagine it would be possible to make a fighting dog out of any other dog than 
the bull species i — Bull-dogs are not aU fighting dogs ; but if it is the bull 
mixed with a terrier that is the best sort. 

415. You cannot make a dog fight that has no inclination to fight ? — No. ' 

416. That is beyond your skill, is it not? — Yes. ! , . . 

417. And you consider yourself a doctor of great experience ?— Yea^ I have 
had great experience. 

41 8. Do you consider that great cruelty is practised at those pits ? — ^No, 
because if the dog turns away he is picked up immediately ; the dog must go 
to the fight of his own accord, or the fight is over. 

419. Are you in the habit of frequenting those pits yourself?— Yes. 

420. Have you ever heard of any robberies being committed there t— 
Never. ^ . 

421. Have you any knowledge of the class of people that frequent thosjB 
pits?— Yes. 

422. You know them to be what is called sporting gentlemen ? — Yes. 

423. Have you any knowledge of cock-fighting ? — Yes. 

424. You know that that is very much patronized by the higher orders ? — Yes. 
667. c 3 ' 425. There 
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William Hemmings. ^25 . There used to be bull-baiting some years ago ? — There was. 

^~ :" 426. Did not Lord Lowther gave a silver coUar upon oiie occasipnp — Yes, 

4^^ many silver collars. 

427* According to your idea, except the wound that the dogs might get in 
the fi^t, they are treated with the greatest careiand the gj*eatest humanity? 
— Yes, I can answer for that. 

428. How long does it take you to train a dog for fightmg? — A month, if a 
dog is in good condition when I receive htm; 

429. You said that one dog had fought seven fights, anddiat was a very 
good constitution ? — Yes, and I dare say she could fight seven more. 

430. How many fights would a common dog fight .^^He is fit fiw nothing 
if he has not a good constitution. 

431. Why might they not fight thirty or forty battles ?— They .would never 
live long enough. 

432. What age was the do« JBilly when he died ? — I cannot tell, but I should 
think he was twenty years old. 

433- You are a dog fancier ; when dogs are hurt in fighting, do you attend 
the bad cases as well as the good cases? — Yes ; I never neglect them; if I did 
I should lose my business. 

434. When they are seriously injured, what kind of wounds do they genetially 
have?— They bite one another; if the one is a better breed than the othbr, 
he is done with, he is not good, and then he will do to go abroad; hundreds 
and thousands do that. 

435. The dog is never so injured by a fight that you are obliged to kill it 
afterwards ? — No, I would engage to cure any dog after a fight. 

436. Do you think that axlogis never so injured, that lie cannot %ht again? 
— No. 

437. Do you mean that a dog does not ever die from the effects of a fight^ 
or tnat he is never so much injured that he cannot fight again ? — No. 

438. What are the worst kind of cases of fighting dogs ?— That is when tirey 
fight a long whUe. 

439. And then sometimes they are seriously injured ?~Yes j some dogs will 
fight for a long time, and others for a short time. 

440. But in cases where dogs are seriously injured you attend them? — I do. 

441. What induced you to give your evidence before this Committee ; were 
you asAced to come up and give your evidence ? — I^same to give the C^mrmittee 
satisfaction upon the subject. 

* 442. Were you asked to do so ; did anybody mention to you that there was 
evidence to be given here ? — I had heard that there was to be a meeting 
here ; I gave myself the trouble, because I found it to be my interest, to go tb 
John Roach, and ask him to come up. I said to Inm '' Will you go mth me to 
give evidence before the Committee ?** and he said, ** Yes, I will.*' 

443* In £u:t your business as a dog doctor would be injured if this Bill were 
passed ?— That is the very thing. 

444. You received no money for coming here ? — No. 

445. You have had great experience of dogs ; what complaints do you find 
dogs most frequently die of? — That I cannot sajr. 

446. You are not in the hidbit of curing otner dogs than fighting ones ? — 
Yes ; I have got spaniels now at home belonging to ladies. 

447. Is not the general disease an enlargement of the liver ? — Yes ; a dog 
very often dies from being over-fed. 

44^. Haw do you account for. the decrease of the pits whidi you have stated 
has t&kbn place ? — I have done with mine j I foimd tnere was very little benefit 
from it. 

• 449. Was it considered a nuisance by the neij^bourhood ? — ^No. 

450. Have you ever heard that any of those pits were considered a nuisance ? 
— No i respectable people live all round them. 

451*. You stated tnat you were a doctor of dqgs; do you know a Mr. Youatt, 
a veterinary surgeon ? — I do not know him ; but I have heard of the name. 

452; Did you ever hear that he bas stated distinctly that the hydrophobia in 
this country is brought on by fighting dogs? — I never heard that he did so. 

453. And in your estimation it does not arise, from fighting dogs r— No^ 
because a fighting dog is taken out every day in the fields, and fed well; 

454. Can you account for that disease being so much more prevalent in this 
country than in other countries? — No, I cannot. 

455- You 
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455. You are aware that hydrophobia does prevail to a great extent in this ^^^f*om Jiemmings. 

country? — There is an oration put abroad about it ; but I have not seen a mad ' — 

dog this season, and I have not seen or heard of any person that has seen one. 26 June, 

456. You said that the pits with which you are acquainted were frequented 
by individuals ; are those respectable individuals or other individuals? — Yes, 
respectable. 

457. Hew do you taiow that they are^respecteble? — Because 1 am convinced 
that they are ; gentlemen and tradesmen. 

-458. How do you know but that they are pickpockets and thieves ? — Pick- 
pockets do not come to such places. 

459. How do you know, unless you* are acquainted with all the persons that 
attend your pit, whether some of the persons are. not pickpocket3*?-rrI know 
them by sight. 

460. But you would not refuse admission to a stranger if he paid his 6rf. ? — No. 

461. You state tliat it is no great exertion fdradogto tight/ and' yet yOur 
dogs never fight more than once in one year ; that none of the dogs you were 
acquainted with ever could fight more than once in the year ; what is the reason 
that they do not fight more frequently? — I do not fight them ; but I have my 
dogs for breeding more than for anything else, and if I was to fight them it 
would injure them for breeding. 

462. You stated that that bitch which fought seven battles fought twicfe in 
onfe year ; did you breed her at that time? — Yes j I never want them to fight 
more than twice ; they could fight six times a year if I wanted them to do it. 

463^ You have stated that you seldom, if ever, made your dogs to fight mbre 
than twice in one year; is that because it requires a good deal. of preparation 
and a good deal or care of the animal after the fight is over, and because it is 
impossible that this can take place without a good deal of time being occupied, 
and also k great dfeal of suffering on the part of the dogs? — No, it is not 
from that. 

464. That is your system, not to fight your dogs more frequently ; but other 
dog fenciers and dog doctors pursue a different system? — Quite dif^rent. 

465. You say that you keep those dogs for the. purpose of fighting ; if you 
can nght a dog once a month or twice a month instead of once a year, why. 
do you not keiep fifewer dogs and do that? — I keep a dog or two, or a bitch or 
two, and they are very valuablia ; afid T am a poor man, and therefore it 
suits me better to take in dogs of gentlemen than to Iceep dogs of my own. 

466. Why do vou not fight them oflener ?— Perhaps you cannot get a match 
for them ; my bitch was kept for two years and could not get a dog to fight 
against her. . . 

467. That may happen in particular cases, but must not that be very rare ? 
— There are very few old fanciers but what have got good dogs in thef 
profession, who are open to fight. 

468. You think it, do you not, impossible, that if fighting dogs were in^, 
dined to go mad, you should be ignorant of the fact ? — Indeed I do. 

469. You know a little about cock-fighting? — Yes. 

470. Is the training of cocks for fighting more cruel than the training of 
dogs? — Yes, decidedly so. 

471. 'The training otdogs is cruel too, is it ? — No, I think there is no cruelty 
in training ft dq^ in taking a dog out into the field, if you take the best care 
of him for fear of losing him. 

472. What description of dog, generally speaking, of those which have 
come under your observation, is that which is most likely to become mad? — 
I think it is the dog that runs about the street, and picks up mud and dirt ; 
I never saw a fighting dog that ever went mad. 

473. You seem to ddubt the fkct, that madness is so prevalent as the people 
in general think it to be ?— I do ; I saw a dog myself this time twelvemonth ; 
the dog was no more mad than I was mad ; a parcel of people drove him from 
his master, and then said •* There goes a mad dog ! there goes a mad dog 1** 
he ran away from them into a stable, and I went down stairs, and I saw the 
actions of the people in the street, and I said " The dwf is not mad;'* and 
I went to the stable to him, and as soon as He saw that I was going to treat 
him kindly he wagged his tail and was quite quiet. 

474. Those fighting dogs give considerable sport to the pe<^e who go tQ 
the pits ?— Yes, as much as any other sport. 

667. ' c 4 
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MercurUj 4!" die Julii^ 1832. 



WILLIAM ALEXANDER MACKINNON, ESQUIRE, iktueChaib. 



Mr. William Youatt^ called in ; and Examined. 

Mr. 475. WHAT is your profession ? — A veterinary surgeon. 

WiUiam Youait. 476. Where do you reside ?— No. 3, Nassaunrtreet, Middlesex HospitaU 

' . 477. Are you a member of any college? — I am Lecturer on Veterinary 

4 Joly, Medicine at the University of London. 

* ^^' 478. Have you witnessed any of those dog-fights, or have any come under 

your own knowledge ? — I have been twice, and twice only, at dog;-fights. I had 
a young man who was behaving very badly, and I went to see what kind of 
place it was ; for he used to go to it. 

479. In your opinion is it a cruel sport or not? — The public meeting was not; 
there was no cruelty ; I can hardly call it a cruel fight ; and there was a great 
deal of apparent fairness about it; but the private meeting was cruel.* 

480. Were the dogs much lacerated? — A dog was killed at the private 
meeting. 

481. TheUji in your opinion, a good deal of cruelty does arise in the private 
6ghts, but not much in the public fights? — So far as my personal experience 
^oes, I can speak to those two evenings, and those only; but if I were asked 
with regard to the accounts which I have had from persons that bring me their 
dogs from those places, I believe I could give an opinion made up of that ; but 
otherwise, of my own personal experience, I could not go beyond those two 
flights. 

482. Do you believe the dogs are much lacerated and torn in those fights ? — 
There is no doubt that at every contested fight they are very much so. 

483. Do you believe they are generally improper and bad characters who 
assemble in those pits? — I have no doubt of that 

'484. You consider, therefore, that the continuance of those pits is injurious 
to the morals of the community? — I am sure of it; I have a thousand proofs 
of that. 

485. Do you consider that the fighting of those dogs ha^ any tendency, not 
indeed to create, but to propagate, hydrophobia? — To propagate it, certainly it 
has. 

486. In what way ; will you state to the Committee ? — ^The disposition to do 
mischief in rabid dogs depends on the previous temper and acquired habits of 
the dog ; and a dog trained to fight, labouring under rabies, does ten times the 
mischief of a petty dog, of even a pointer or setter, or even a sporting dog. 

487. Then, in your opinion, you account in some measure for hydrophobia 
being so general in England by those dog pits ? — ^No, I can hardly go to that 
extent ; 1 go on this account : for fifteen years, I believe, I was the only 
veterinary surgeon, succeeding to Mr. Blain, who practised on domesticated 
animals generally ; and those cases came under my notice ; and I believe I may 
say, without exaggeration, that more than a thousand cases of rabies have been 
brought under my notice. 

488. For what period? — Twenty years. 

489. You say for twenty years ; you are speaking of your practice in the 
metropolis and this neighbourhood ?— Yes, I can speak of more than that ; of 
4,000 cases I may say. 

490. Will you state to the Committee how, in your opinion, the rabies is 
increafsed or propagated by this fighting ? — I can only give the answer that 
I did before, that the disposition to fight depends upon the previous temper of 
the dog and his previous habits. 

491. That is, a dog tliat is trained to be a fighting dog is more, savage than 
other dogs, and will bite more ? — A dog that has been trained to fighting will 
seek out for victims ; a petty dog will only fight when he is put to.it. . 

492. Tlierefore 
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492. Therefore if those dog-pits were no longer in existence, canine madness Mr. 
would not be so likely to be propagated as it is at present ?— It would be ^*^^*^ ^^^^^ 
lessened. • 

493. The dog.fights have a tendency to increase canine madness?— To pro- ^& 
pagate it. r 3 • 

494. You, speaking in your character as a veterinary surgeon, object to dog- 
pits on account of their crueky, on account of the bad assemblies of persons 
who frequent them, and also on account of the propagation of rabies which 
thereby arises? — Yes. ... 

495. You say that you never saw any cruelty practised upon those dogs in 
public?— I attended two meetings, and two meetings only. I had an appren- 
tice, who, when he first came to me, was a very good young man, but he got 
bad associates, and became very depraved; I understood that he fcequented the 
dog-pits, and I went i to one of those pits lA Tottenham-court Road; there was 
sc^me desperate fighting, but I put that pretty nearly on the same footing with 
the fighting of human beings; dogs will %ht; there was no unfair fighting. ' 

; 496. You put dog.fighting on a par with pugilistic fitting?— Yes. 

497- And it is a kind of sporty, is it not ?— The dogs are disposed to fight, and 
will fight, and they are trained for the purpose. 

. 498. You mentioned that a young man, whom you had, became very much 
depraved ; do not you think that the habit that he had of going to those pits 
assisted very much to his demoralization ?-7-I am sure it did; I trace his de- 
pravement entirely to his going to those pits. 

499. You say that in private you have seen a dog killed; give the Committee 
a description of that battle that you saw a dog killed at? — It was a youn^ dog; 
his iSrst trial at the same pit ; he would not fight ; and what was done that 
evening, and which I believe is the practice, was that he is made to fighl ; one 
dog is set upon him ; I understand their best dogs set upon him ; and this 
powerful dog was. set upon him, and fairly killed him ; the poor fellow did not 
fight, and would not fight. . . 

500. How was the dog killed ? — Torn to pieces. 

501. You saw this yourself? — Yes. 

502. But you say that people have described other scenes to you ?-T-Yes. 

503. Like those that you have been relating ?-r-A great deal worse. 

504. You say that dog-fighting has a tendency to propagate hydrophobia ; 
do you mean that it is the training of the dog that sends him mad, or i^ it the 
natural inclination of that animal more than of any other description of the 
dog to go mad?— No, neither the one nor the other; I do not believe^ that the 
habits of the dog or the fighting have any tendency to produce hydrophobia. 

505. It is only their nature, they being bull-dogs, that is the cause (^ it ?—* 
No, I do not believe that it is more prevalent in the bull-dog than in any otlier 
dogj except that he is more liable to be bit than any other dog. > 

506. The bull-dog, when he goes mad, is likely to produce a much greater 
mischief than another dog ? — Certainly. 

, 507. Is it not your opinion tliat the fact of the fighting of dogs has a ten- 
^dency to increase the number of the fighting dogs considerably, and keeps up 
the breed? — It does so indirectly, as giving a value to that dog. 

508. The fighting dogs that are bred for fighting, crack dogs, and dogs of that 
description, are more likely to quarrel and to bite other dogs in the street, are 
they not ? — No, I do not think they are. , 

509. Are they not more so than spaniels and dogs of that nature ?-^No, 
I think not. 

510: Do not you conceive that lap-dogs and pet dogs are liaUe to go mad 
more so than other dogs?— I do not believe any ddg goes mad except he is 
bitten ; I believe that the disease is propagated by the bite of a rabid animal, 
and that only. 

51 1 . That must originate somewhere?— So did other diseases, the smell-pox 
arid others. ' 

512. You mean that a long interval of time may elapse between the moment 
at which madness may be caught and that when it again appears; do you mean 
to say that the disease lies dormant? — The disease undoubtedly lies dormant 
for an indefinite length of time, from three weeks to six or eight months. 

'667. D 513. You 
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Mr. 513. You are decidedly of opinion that if a d<^ onbitten gives at aU the 

jyauam Youatt. appearances d^ hydrophobia^ he will not go entirely mad ? — ^Yes. 

' ■ 514. Do you lay that down as a proposition? — ^les. 

4 July, y,^ You stated that you have been only twice in dog-pits ? — Yes. 

^ 516. You stated to the Committee that on one occasion it was at a public, 

and on another it was at a private meeting? — ^Yes. 

517. Will you have the goodness to explain to the Committee the difibrence 
between a public and a private meeting f—A private meeting is for badger- 
baiting and those fights which are not permitted to come before the public, for 
the pur{>ose of ti^ng youn^ dogs as much as anything. 

The 

the barbarity. 

579. You believe that the proprietors conceive that if that bvbarity was 
iifade public, it would be the subject of legal process? — The conclusion t^at 
I draw is from one fact only, but the conclusions that have been forced npon 
my mind from the facts that have been stated to me year after year are, that if 
one-half of the barbarity that is practised in these meetings came before tl)e 
public, they could not be sufiered to exist. 

520. Had you any difficulty in getting admission to those meetings? — I went 
through the medium of a groom who attended those pits, and was as bad, 
I believe, iEis most of them. 

521. Do you believe that you would have had any difficulty in gaining 
admission if you had not gone with him ? — I think not. 

522. You are not aware what the regulations are, of the public and private 
meetings, in those places?— No, I am not. 

523. The Committee understand you to say that your opinion is, that no dog 
goes mad unless that dog be bit ? — ^i es. 

524. Does it not follow from that circumstance that all dogs have an equal 
chance, either the smdl spaniel or the bull-dog, of going mad? — It depends 
upon his exposure to the only cause of madness, whether he goes out a good 
deal or unprotected. 

525. The nature of the dog has nothing to do then with his liability to going 
mad ? — I think not. 

526. Yon have stated that you have observed in the course of a practi,ce of 
twenty years, 1,000 cases of rabies?— More than that a great deal. 

527. Are all the cases that occur recorded in medical works? — ^No, not one- 
tei^th ; with regard to dogs, the cases of rabies recorded are very few, 

528. Are there hot an amazing number of cases recorded in the Philosophic^ 
Transactions, and in the Edinburgh Medical Journals? — There are cases 
recorded, but not many compared with the whole. 

529. In the eleventh volume of the Edinburgh Medical Journal, there is a 
case of Sophia Steerman ; she was bit by one of two dogs fighting with each 
other, and died ; this occurred at Bremen ; and in the first volume of the Medico- 
Chirurgical Transactions, in page 136, of a man bitten by a little dog, which 
he was setting on to fight, and which attempted to bite his master, and did 1)ite 
him, and his master died? — I should sav with regard to the first of tlidse two 
cases, that the history of the dogs would explain the result whether they both 
died after they were separated ; I am not acquainted with the cases, but the 
simple fact of*^the ddg being dead, would render it likely that he was rabid. 

530. Are dogs trained for fighting abroad ? — Not so much, I believe ; they 
are too much now, I believe, in Paris. 

531. Is hydrophobia confined to this country? — No; it does not exist in a 
great many countries. 

532. Do the foreimi medical works contain a great many entries of this 
disease ? — The French and German works contain a great many. 

533. Then you state your impression is, that dogs are not trained for fighting 
dogs on the Continent ? — Not so much ; they are a great deal too muct^ in 
France, and in Paris particularly. 

534. Can you state, since that has been the fact, whether more cases of hydro^ 
phobia have occurred abroad than before that period? — No, I cannot. 

535. On the whole of the cases of hydrophobia that have come under your 
consideration, have many been cas^ of figntinff-d<>g8 ? — Of the terrier and its 
varieties, I should say a decided majority } I will not say that in the majority 
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of the (AseB they have been bitten by dogs trained for fightings but dogs iir. 

heloimng to that breed and its varieties, WiUam Ywtau. 

530. Have they not generally been dogs^ that have been highly kept, l^<r 

dogs and small spaniels and small terriers, and that description or do^? — ^No, 4 J^lj^ 

not one case in three; perhaps you might S9^y more; not one case in three. '^'' 

or four. 

537* What species of dogs have they graerally been that composed the 
cases of hydrophobia which have been under your care? — Dogs that have 
become rabid of all sorts and kinds. 

558. Have you, in tracing the disease, come to any impression that one 
species of dog is more subject to be bitten than another ? — ^No, it depends upon 
his being exposed to the cumger of being bitten, and perhaps to his own natural 
temper, whether he is quiet or not 

539« But the more savage a dog is, the more you would imagine that rabies 
would be engendered ?— ^Yes. 

540. You have often seen the dogs at the Zoological. Gardens; those are 
chained ; are they ever unchained ? — ^They are not 

541. Do you imagine that the chaining them would have any tendency to 
produce rabies ? — I saw two cases of rabies in the Zoological Gardens* which 
I was deputed to ex»nine into, and could not exactly account for; the dogs 
were decidedly rabid, and I attributed that to the neglect of the keepers, that 
some strange dogs had come in and bitten those doffs. 

542. Do you think that the number of stray Sog% in the streets has any 
tendimcy to produce hydrophobia? — No further than they are exposed to the 
danger of being bitt^i ; it mi^ht be generated in that way. 

543* With I'^^vd to the cusposition and temper of dogs, nature has im^ 
planted yerv different dispositions and tempers in difierent species <^ dogs ?— r 
Undoubtedly. 

544. It. would be quite; absurd to suppose that any treatment would maken 
buU-do^ or mastiff as great a pet and as quiet an animal as a lap-dog, would it 
not? — ^As £ir as my experience has gone, the bull-doe and the mastiff are the 
most harmless of all dogs ; it is the mixture of the bulland the terrier that does 
the mischief. 

545. The mixture of the buU-dog and the terriw creates a much more 
savagely disposed class of dpg than any other class ? — I believe so. 

546. How do you account for that ? — I am unable to account for it ; the 
bull-dog, except he is set on to fight, is not a dog disposed to fight ; when be 
once b^ins, he will go on, but he is not disposed to begin a quarrel, nor is the 
mastiff. 

547. You have said that to those pits, of which you have heard a great deal, 
bad company is in the habit of resorting? — Yes. 

548. In pits where cock-fighting goes on, does the same thing occur?— ^ 
I never saw a cock-fight but 1 should imagine so. 

549. Have you reason to believe, from what you have heard, that a cock- 
fight is ipore cruel than a do^-fight? — I should put the cock-fight nearly upon 
a level with the public exhibition of the dog-fight. 

550. In the case of all the dogs that have been brought to you for the disease 
of hydrophobia, have you ascertsuned that they have been bit?*— The greater 
part by lar. 

551 . But not all ?— No. 

553. Have they shown marks of being bitten? — ^No, I have spent an hour 
in examining a dog that had become rabid, but could not find the bite from the 
thickness of the hair. 

553. But most of the dogs that hjave become mad have been bitten?— Yes; 
and in the case of others, there was a probability of their being bitten. It is 
a very difficult thing, except it be a lacerated wound^ to discover the wound; 
you may search for an hour, and not find it. 

554. Do. you say that the dogs that are bitten in the glands show any. marks 
of where they are bitten ?— No, I did not see them when they v/ere bitten in the 
glands. 

555- When you examined them, did they show ahymarks of being bitten ?-rNo. 
556. Is the mixture of the bull and terrier the general species of dog that is 
used in dog-fighting ? — Yes. 

667. D 2 557. How 
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Mn .557* How many cases of hydrophobia have you hdd-come under your obser- 

WHMam Youatt. vation in the course of a year on an average ? — I think three years ago I had 
^— ~— — from January to June, five months, more than 250 cases, whBn rabies was very 
\hI' prevalent. 

558* In your experience does there occur a greater number of cases of mbids 
among that species of animal than among any other sort of dog ? — To that I am 
not prepared to speak, because it depends upon their exposure to danger ; in 
my opinion, rabies is produced by inoculation, alone. . i 

559. You are not able to say whether there has been a larger number of that 
animal rabid than of any other? — No. 

560. But tliat animal is more savage than others ?— Yes. 
561; And more likely to quarrel? — Yes. 

562. And of course animals that are most likely to quairel and bite, inasmuch 
as in your opinion hydrophobia is propagated only by the bite, would be most 
likely to propagate the disease?— Yes. 

' 503. And as their number increases, the disease of hydrophobia would be 
likely to increase also ? — Yed. 

i 564. Are the Committee to understand you to say that when a fighting dog 
is bitten he is more inclined to bite other dogs on account of the nature of that 
d(^ being more savage?-^ Yes, precisely so. 

565. Have you had any means 'of forming any estimate as to.the comparative 
number of cases of hydrophobia in England and other countries ?— -No. ' 

566. You do not at all know what the proportion of hydrophobia cases in 
other countries is as compared with the cases in England?^— I do not j I ritther 
am inclined to think tha^ setting aside those in the south of France, and like- 
wise those on the northern and eastern boundary of France, the cases of 
hydrophobia are much more frequent in England than in France. 

567. Have you any experience or any knowledge of the state of hydrophobia 
at Lisbon ? — Not from experience, but from accounts, I learn that it does not 
exist. 

568. Will you have the goodness to state whether you know whether, the 
number of dog-fighting pits in the metropolis now is greater or smaller than it 
was in former years? — I do not know. With regard to the chariEtcter of the 
persons who attend those pitfe, I would beg to observe that the faundatioa of 
the opinion which I have given is this, that for the number of years that 
i mention the treatment of the dog was confined to Mr. Blain, and to me as the 
successor of Mr. Blain ; they all came to us. When a servant brought a dog 

' of his own, a spaniel of his own, or a better man in a higher grade of society 
brought a greyhound, or a pointer, or a setter of his own for me to look at, 
r traced him from year to year with the character of the individual who brought 
him ; but the moment a servant brought me a fighting dog of his own, or the 
moment a young man in a higher grade of society brought me a fighter of his 
own, I had an opportunity to trace the dog, and I found the servant-man be- 
came a worthless character and a beggar, and the young man in the higher 
grade of society became a very different character from what he would other- 
wise have been ; and there seemed to be an infallible connection between 
fighting dogs and an alteration of character for the worse. 

569. Your attention has been so much directed to this subject, that this is 
the result of very careful investigation on your part? — Yes, and of that fact 
I have no doubt. ; 

570. It is a popular opinion that the dogs of England are of a bolder nature, 
jstnd more inclined to fight, than the dogs of other countries ; do you concur, in 
l^at opinion? — It is said that they have ever been; they are more cultivated 
and highly bred. 

• 571. What is yoiir opinion upon the subject?*— I believe so. 

• 572. Are a: great many fighting dogs sent out of this country? — I believe 
there are.' - ' ^ 

573. Is that carried to any extent? — I believe there are a great many. 
' 574. To what ;parts?-^To France more than to any other country. 

575. Has not the science of dog/*fighting been lately more cultivated in 
France than formerly it was ? — I believe it has. 

• 5764 You have stated that it is more likely that the rabies of hydrophobia is 
propagated by those dc^s who have been .accustomed to fight, because their 

: disposition.is that of biting, and consequently if once a dog of this description 

becomes 
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becomes rabid, he is more likely to communicate hydrophobia to other dogs?— Mr. 

Yes. fViiadmYomtL 

577. You. stated, in answer to a preceding question, that this. disease of ^ 
hydrophobia sometimes lies dormant, and breaks out unexpectedly, whether ^l^J' 
from the seaison or other causes j do not you think that this manner of fighting ^ ^ * 
the dogs in the pits islikely to bring put this dormant, hydrophobia into exist- 
ence; for example, supposing a. dog has been bitten, and that the venom of 
hydrophobia lies in him^ would not the excitement arising from the fight, and 

Jthe preparation necessary to train him for that fight, have a tendency to heat his 
Ubod, and thereby to bring out hydrophobia, if not to generate it? — I imagine 
it would bring out hydrophobia. 

578. Then, in your estimatio(i, this dog-fighting, one dog fighting with other 
dogs, would, supposing this latent disposition were brought into action, com- 
municate the rabies to the other dogs, and those dogs being inclined to bitfe, 
would communicate it to others around them? — No, I. should not say to,that 
extent ; it would hasten the appearance of the disease, but there is a regular 
course for it; there are times when it takes only two or three days for tHe 

. disease tb develope itself; a dog will not become mad whilst he is in a dog- 
fight. 

579. A dog might be labouring under the disease, and taken into the pit to 
fight, and then he would of course communicate that to the other dogs?— Y^* 

580. The fieict is, that it is distinctly, your opipion that dog-pits are very pre- 
judicial to society upon these three grounds : inasmuch as they encourage 
cruelty in the first instance, inasmuch as they tend to increase hydrophobia m 
the 9e(X)nd instance, and inasmuch as they tend to bring people together of bad 
character? — Yes. 

581. You have no doubt that the pits are extremely injurious to the morals 
of those who attend them ? — None, because from my peculiar line of practice 
proof of that has been forced upon me from year to year. 

582. Is it not possible that one of those fighting dogs may be mad, and that 
by being produced, and fightings he may communicate it to other dogs ?r-It is 
possible, but it is only a possible ease. 

* 5^3* 'I'he same po^ibility applies to the lap-dog or to the greyKound» does it 
not ?^-Undoubtedly, because there are very bad casep pf that sort on record.. 

584- Which should you think the most likely to extend hvdrophobia, the 
pet dog or the fighting dog ? — There is no doubtf, I fear, th^ dog loay labour 
under rabies, when there is no symptom that will discover it to us ; and at that 
time, whether he be.a spaniel, or whether he be a terrier, a bite from him. would 
probably communicate the disease. 

585. Do not you think that a fighting dog, if mad, is more likejy to bite and 
.propagate hydrophobia than a petty dog when mad?— Yes, on the ground that 
he is more in the way to do it, and from his temper. 

T^ir. John Ludd Fenner, CB\\ed in; and Examined. ' 

586. WHAT is your profession ?— A Member of the Royal College of Mr. 

Surgeons. Jo hn Ludd Fcnn cr. 

587. What is your residence? — Penton-street, Pentonville. 

588. Do you know anything about the pits used for fighting dogs from your 
own knowledge ? — I have listened with great pleasure and attention to the very 
important Evidence which Mr. Youatt has given to the Committee. I consider 
that Evidence highly important ; he is one of the oldest practitioners in his 
l&ranch of business in London, and has particularly studied the diseases and 
treatment of domestic animals. He succeeded Mr. Blain, who was the -first, 
I believe, who brought the art to any perfection in this country ; I know his 
practice to be very extensive ; I have also attended his lectures, and was par- 
ticularly struck with those on the theory and treatment of hydrophobia, or 
rabies in dogs, and have derived from them a great many practical ideas on the 
subject. In fact, L have little to add to the Evidence of Mr. Youatt already 
given, in which I fully concur. Hydrophobia or rabies is ailibject which of 
course I have long had under consideration ; I am of opinion, in addition to what 
Mri Youatt has stated, that the main cause of the extensive and general pre- 
valence of hydrophobia in this metropolis, is the great number, of untaxed dogs 
about the stre<ets without owners ; I believe that a rabid dog getting among 

667. D 3 those 
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Mt* those^ and biting half a dozen or half a score, propagates the disease, at once, id 

Ji/i^flMddFMkr. ^jj ^^^^ of the metropolis j that is my idea of it. 

"Tj ~ 589. With rej^rd to these pits, you state that you concur fidly with 

^18^' ^^* *^<W2itt i^ his Evidence j does it come under your knowledge that any evil 

results or any nuisance have arisen from those pits?-^Mr* Youatt has had an 
c^iKirtunity of forming a much better opinion than I could upon that point. 

- 590. What Is your opinion as to the results which arise from ti\e pits ?—* 
I think there is no doubt of their being the most demoralizing evils that we 
have in the metropolis ; and moreover, I am decidedly of opinion that a rabid 
fighting dog is equally formidable with any one of the wild beasts in the Zoolo- 
gical Gardens. I should feel as much apprehension in seeing a rabid bulKdc^ 
running about the streets, as I should in seeing a wild beast 

591. Your opinion is, that those pits have a decided tendency to bring 
toeethdr persons of bad character, are attended with cruelty to the animals who 
fi^t one against another, and that they also have a tendency to promote 
hydrophobia among dogs? — Yes ; in consequence of those fightmg dogs being 
of la particular formidable character. 

592; Have you been present at dog-fights? — Yes, I was interested some 
years ago, with some other gentlemeUi in the suppression of the celebrated 
Westminster Pit. 

593. Was it found to be a nuisance ? — A decided nuisance. The neighbours 
proved that it was a nuisance ; and I went to several of the exhibitions or 
matches there. 

594. What induced you actively to engage in the suppression of that pit? — 
I was acting with other gentlemen, whose object it was to institute a prosecution 
for the legal suppression of the pit. 

595- What were your motives ? — Principally from the demoralizing evil it 
had occasioned among the lower classes in the neighbourhood, and the norrible 
acts of cruelty that were brought before the puolic, as commonly witnessed 
there. 

;ig6. And those acts of cruelty you have yourself witnessed ? — Yes. 

597. What were they ? — At a nght there were specific sums ; five, ten or 
fifteen pounds betted. ' The suderings of the dogs are minor considerations to 
the value of the money ; for often the poor exhausted dog was dragged round 
the pit several times by his antagonist after he was fairly beaten, and before 
the parties would agree to suflfer me battle to be decided. This I consider to 
be the greatest barbarity. 

598. Have you seen them lacerated r— Alwajrs, more or less so. 

599. Who dragged them about the pit? — ^The more powerful dog dn^ged 
the one that was overcome in this manner. 

600. Have you ever seen a dog nearly killed in those pits?- — They very often 
die in consequence, but I did not see any dog expire at the time. I have seen 
him under such circumstances that I think he could not survive. 

601. Have your habits or place of residence given you any particular oppor- 
tunities of making observations upon the pits ? — None. 

602. Then, in short, the substance, of your Evidence is to corroborate all 
that has been stated by the former Witness, and also to state that you consider 
those pits for fighting to be a nuisance? — Undoubtedlpr ,* and particularly to 
mention my own idea of the prevalence of hydrophobia in different parts of 
London at the same time, arising from the number of untaxed unowneid dog$ 
about the streets. 

603. You mentioned the subject of the Westminster Pit, and stated that you 
had been actively concerned in suppressing it; had you any difficulty in doing 
so? — No, a verdfict was given us upon the representation of the nuisance from 
the neighbours. 

604. Was it indicted as a nuisance ? — Yes, as a nuisance. 

605. And you had no difficulty in putting it down ? — No. 

606. The reason why other prosecutions have failed is, because the ne^h« 
hours have not come forward as witnesses, is it not?— I believe the tru^ 
reason why other pits have not been suppressed b^ individuals has been, that 
prosecutions by indictment cannot be carried on without considerable expense, 
and for that reason we feel a great degree of interest with regard to the Bill now 
before Parliament. We want a comprehensive legislative measure, that will 
render unnecessary these private prosecutions, by introducing a system which 
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should troDsfer them to the local authorities. With regard to pits, we hope Mr. 

in future that they will be considered, in the eye of the law, as nuisances to tne J^LmUFamgv. 

ne^bourhood in which they are situated j and that the local authorities will " 

put an end to them. It would require^ from a prosecuting societjr, very con- \zm! 

siderable funds to prosecute the whole of them; but the legislative object I 
conceive to be, to have them recognized in such a manner, that the neighbour- 
hood, when annoyed, by applying to the local authcxities, may get redress, 
without the trouble and expense at present incurred. 

607. Are you aware that there are fewer pits in Lcmdon now than there were 
some years aeo? — I am not aware. 

608. You have spoken of the sufierine of dogs in fights ( are you not aware 
firom your experience, that in cases of dog-fights, the same dog often fights 
seven or eight battles? — ^Really I do not know. 

609. How often did you attend those exhibitions?— I cannot say; now it is 
a distance of some years. 

6 10. Are you aware from your own personal knowledge of the difference to 
which Mr. xouatt alluded between public and private meetings?— I did not 
miderstand what he meant ; in fact, the cruelty I have always found to depend 
upon the amount of the bet. When I have been there, I have asked what is 
gcnng on, and what the sum betted. If it be a heavy bet, I have always found 
that the parties were indifferent to tlie sufierings, and also to the life of the dog. 
Fellows betting only is. 6d.^ where the dog might be worth from 10/. to IsZ, . 
would take care that the dog should not be seriously injured. 

611. Are you at all aware of the value of fighting dogs ?— No ; I am told they 
are valuable just in proportion to their credit and character. 

612. Although your Evidence goes generally to corroborate that of Mr% 
Youatt, in one respect there is a differenee of opinion between him and yourself, 
namely, that, according to your view, the chief cause of hydrophobia is the stray 
dogs about tiie streets ? — I rather wish to throw that out in addition to what 
has fallen from Mr. Youatt. I believe that Mr. Youatt knows more of hydro^ 
phobia or rabies than any person in London, and the only thing[ that I wish to 
add to his Evidence, with respect to the spread of hydrophobia, is my own idea 
by which I explain the general prevalence of hydrophobia. 

613. Has your mind oeen turned much to the cases of hydrophobia abroad ? 
— No, I have had nothing but general information upon that subject. 

614. You have 3tated that. you and your friends were engaged in suppressing 
a dog-pit; how long were you engaged before you effected the removal of that 
pit ? — I believe it was brought to a trial as soon as there was sufficient evidence ; 
as soon ^ the evidence collected was found to be of such a nature as would be 
sufficient to insure a verdict. 

615. Do you recollect how long you and your friends were engaged in col- 
lectii^ that evidence? — 1 cannot say the time ; some weeks periiaps. 

616. Did you fail the first time?— I really do not know whether we .did or 
not ; but I would beg to add, respecting the private jprosecution of these pits, 
that we have found out that, under the present law, it a pit be prosecuted, the 
parties go somewhere else and establish another pit. 

617. Were there certain funds which were applicable to that prosecution of 
the Westminster Pit ? — Yes. 

618. Do you think that unless those funds had existed, it would have been 
easy to carry this prosecution into effect, even though the neighbours thought 
the pit a nuisance? — Certainly not. 

619. And there are a dozen pits now in existence? — I do not say that there 
are a dozen; 

620. How many pits are there ? — I have no positive knowledge. 

621. In the event of a pit being a great nuisance to the neighbourhood by 
drawing together bad characters, and in the eVent of the neighbourhood being 
unwilling to regard it as a huisance, under the present law that pit could not 
be put down? — Certainly not without the outlay of considerable expense by 
indictment, which no individuals would incur. 

622. You are aware that the difficulty of providing funds is a reason very 
often why those pits are not suppressed, though they may be a nuisance to the 
neighbourhood ? — Yes j I cannot conceive that any society, if they went upon 
the principle of prosecuting, though they had funds of 1,000 /. a year, would 

6()7. D 4 be 
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be able, by the present, law, ,to suppress tbein, .bec^iuse if suppressed: In. oqe 
{dace they would be established elsewbere. 

. , / ' 
Mr. Charles Usherwood, called in ; and Eicamined. 

623. WHAT situation of life do you hold ?— In tlie broker line at present. 

624. Where do, you reside P-rrli^Mary-le-bone. 

625. In what part of Mfa"y4e-bQne?~in High-street. ' 

626. Have you been in the; habit of attending, dog-pits ? — I have. 

627. What have you observed there with regard to tlie cruelty of the dogs? 
— I have seen the dogs fight in pits till one has been killed and the other died 
the same nigbt. . , . i 

628. Does this often take place ? — ^It constantly occurs that one or the other 
will die. > . , 

629. Then, in your estimation, it is a very cruel sport ?— It is. 

630. You have seen dogs actually torn to pieces ? — I have, so that a skein of 
thread would not sew up 3ie skin torn from the flesh. 

631. Do you mean literally what you say ?— Yes, that it would take a skein 
of thread; it has been used^ and was not sufficient to do that. 

: 632. Did you ever see a dog sewed up ? — Yes, I have seen part of his wounds 
sewed up. 

633. How long did it take? — More, or less, according to the wounds. 

634. Did you ever see an instance of the wounds of a dog being sewed up ? 

' — Yes^ •..;..• 

635. And in thein^ance to which you allude, how long did it take?— Ten 
imnutes or a quarter pf a hour. , i 

636. You mean to say, as a person in the habit of witnessing those scenes, that 
it is the custom to sew up the wounds with thread, and that in some instances 
die. dogs have been so lacerated that it would. actually take more than a \yhole 
skein of silk or thread to sew up the wounds } — Yes. 

637. Will :you mention one instance to the Committee ? — One was tlie in- 
stance of Thomas Thomas, pastrycook, at Somers Town, and my brpther's 
dog fought against him. ' 

638. How was the dog torn? — In all parts, of courae; in the course. of the 
night he died, and the other died the next morning ; both were dead the next 
morning. I was not there at the time. 

639. Have you ever heard that it has occupied so long as three hours to sew 
a dog's skin up? — No. 

640. According to the best of your information received from other persons 
whom you can give credit to, what is the greatest length of time that it has 
taken, to sew up the skin which has been torn of a dog that has been severely 
wounded ? — I should think about half an hour, perhaps an hour ; I cannot 
speak exactly,. I never did it myself. 

641. Are those dogs so much punished by fighting with each other as by 
badger-baiting, or by fighting with any other animals ?-^The badger will fight 
more quickly than the dog will } they fight sharper ; the dog goes into the 
hole to drive the badger out, and if he gets his hold he draws him out; but if 
he does not he will be bitten, and when he has had enough the dog will turn 
his head round, and there is an end of it. 

642. In both cases you have seen the dog frequently punished ? — ^Yes ; not 
from the badger, but from the other. 

643. What description of people generally attend those exhibitions ?— I have 
seen noblemen and governors. - 

644. Would you like a son of yours, if you had one, or any person in whose 
welfare you were interested, to* attend those pits ? — Certainly not, because 
I see the folly of it now. 

645. Do you believe, in fact, that it would be corrupting them ?— I do. 

646. Do not those fights between dogs in the pits very frequently end, in 
brawls and quarrelsamong the people themselves?^— Frequently. 

' 647. Does it Jiot, often leaa to drunkenness ?— Sometimes it is too late for 
tlMit. :.,;•; 

648. But it does sometimes ? — Yes. 
- 649* Aj*e you a dog-fighter yourself? — No ; I have been to those fights. 
650. But your brotner is? — les, he has been. 

. 651. But 
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'651. But -you have nothing to do with them ?— No, and have no share in Mr. 

the profits'of H ; I liave had spaniels, but no fighting dogs. Ckaria Utkemotid. 

653. What made -you leave off attending.the.pits?-rUecau8e.I did not see — TT*"*^ 
any pleasure in the brutality. \^% 

653. Did your brother leave it off.at the same time?— He has lefl off. 

654. Was he very successful ? — Yes ; he won and lost as most men, did. 

655. You never had a whmgle at the pit, had you? — I never had. 

656. Your brother had, had he not?— He might have had, unknown to me. 
657 What has induced you to come forward to give your evidence upon this 

occasion? — I was asked to come and state the facts that I know, without any 
favour or affection. . . 

658. You came merely to state the facts? — Yes. 

659. You have attended the pits pretty regularly formerly ?— Yes. 

660. And have been fond of the sport? — Yes. 

661. And notwithstanding your former fondness of the sport, you come 
forward willingly to give evidence against it?— I have been fond of the sport, 
but I am not now. 

662. Have you had any experience in cock-fighting? — I have seen some 
of it. 

663. Which do you conceive to be the most cruel of the twb, cock-fighting 
or dog-fighting? — Dog-fighting, of course, because the one is momentary death 
and the other is punishment. 

664. Is cock-nghting momentary death ? — Where they fight with steel. 

665. You probably can give the Committee some information as to the 
valoe of fighting dogs ; what price have you ever known given for fighting 
dogs? — I have known ^uch a price as 100 1, given for a fighting dog. 

666. Of course it was very much the interest of the man who gave lOtt/. for 
his dog to see that it was very well, treated? — Yes, they have tnuners for 
them. 

667. It must be then to the advantage of the trainer, and to the interest ^f 
the trainer, to take every care of his dog? — Yes. 

668. And they are treated with great care, are they not? — Yes. 

6K9. Are they not put into warm baths when they fight ? — No, nothing of 
the kind ; they give them as much air as they can. 

' 670. What was the mode of treatment of that dc^ that was Worth 100/.? — 
That I cannot say. 

671 . Who bought him ? — I cannot say, exactly* 

672. Is he alive now? — No. 

673. Do you recollect the famous dog called Billy ? — No. 

674. Do you recollect at what age he died? — No» 

' 675. Can you say how many battles he had fought? — No, I cannot say« 

676. Is it usual for a dog to fight seven or eight battles ? — Yes. Bony was 
the celebrated dog. 
. 677. How many battles had Bohy fought ?^A good many battles. 

678. Can you at all say the number?— I cannot say, indeed. 

679. As many as twenty? — He might have fought twenty or more. 

680. Is Bony alive now ?— I cannot say. 

681. But he must be of a good age, if he is alive ?— Yes. 

682. And he is only lately dead, if he is dead ?— Yes ; he is past fighting 
these several years back. 

683. He is past fighting, having fought a great many battles ?— Yes. : 
684» You say that you have left oiff attending those places now ?— ^Yes. 
685/ Were you on the whole a loser or a ^hEier in those pits ? — I never bet. 

686. Never bet a halfpenny ? — No. ^ . 

687. You stated that the chief reason why you left off attending thote places 
was, that it led to drinking and brawls ?-^Yes ; and to a. neglect of buiintfsi( 
besides. I : 

688. Do you live now far from any of those pits ?— In Mary-Ie-boae. 

^8g; Are there no drinking and brawls in other places besides the pUs ?^ Ym» 
690. Drinking and brawls will go on, whether in the pits or obtof the pils^^ 
will they not? — Yes. 
667.; £ ^ ^91. Do 
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^^ /^^.^^ 5^1.. I>» yon hnwf horn maiijr public pits tk«rn mt st piMieiit in IjMdop ? — 

Qk mrktiTskenm d. Xhere is one at Westminster; there is ooq M Bayswater; one at Tettenbam-i 

. j^ ecMart Road» and I d^ not knqw whether tberets ad: Oda at finrt; and there is 

o^ one in the City* ., ; . : > „. .. 

692. Haveyoift fre^pienked cockpits as well as dog<f its l^r^nYea^ I liave hmiti in 
a cockpit. > , 

693. You say that you conceive dag-fighting to be vMxt emcl than. gmIc- 
fighting i^*^ Yea, beeaine onie haa a weapon to destroy with, aod the other haa ^at. 

694. T'he one will last twenty minutes} — And theodier wfltlastaa howr Aid 
tweuly nnnuteff. 

695^ You say that some dogs are valued as hiffh as 100 /L ?-^Yea. 

696. Why are they valued so highly ?— It is me bfeed of them. ... 

697. What would indiice any ifidividuat to give KXMLibr a dc^i^~Fan^. 
£98. Is.it not the practice to bet very htrge suma upon sncji dc^P^Tes, 

th6y have hdt,raay.be,t^OOf. ; it woukt be the pride of a young coilegtan tO' get 
a good do^ to fight against another^ and therefore he woutd give 100/. fbra dog^; 
a friend ot his might have a diog, and he would want to beat it, and therefore 
lie would be willing to give a large sum for a good dog. 

699^ When they train those dogs to fight, do they teach them to attack the 
other dogs iaany particular part ? — No» not that I know bf^ 

700. Do those dogs ever set at a bull ? — ^Yes» certainly they will bait a bull ; 
they are what they oA buH-dogs; those that run at a bull are thorough-bred 
dofjk generally speaking. 

7QK Win it not take the boU anywhere t^ the head? — ^Yes % the dog Bony^ 
belonging t» Tom Fritdiard» used to do 1^. 

jod. You would caH timt p&mhig a bnU ^ that is» taking him by the nose 
and pinning him down to the ffiroundT^Yes. 

703. Do you consider buli^dogs naturally a more fierce description of dog^ 
thaoc othior amatt doga ?t^I ^eonsiilQr i( ia a nautcal g^ to thenw 

704^ What is a natund gift P-^^fireeding them ta nm at irbull and to be fierce. . 

705. Do you mean fierc^ess and courage ?*-*Coniage as weii. 
' Tia^ Bo you think^ that a hviUiog ia more Khely to^ Ute persons tibtan anber 
dogs? — ^No* .'■'•;.••••' 

70^. -WouNt you< eMsidlfv a dog to be a thoroughrbred dog^at attacked a 
bull at the Innd part ?^No. 

708. What are the sort of doga Itetjra Wed fi»r fighting f^Hidf^fed dogs, 
of bull and terrier. 

709. Have you not heatd at neblemen and gentlemm gnnng prizes ta Ae 
dog that will bait the bull beat ?*-¥e8^ 

710. How kng ia it since yott be^e witiMirvim fireni these fight^P^I hai^e 
li^ ni[)thjng at all to do with themt lately. 

71 1. Are you in the habit of reading the Sporting Journal ?—»No. 
7 i 2. Is there much bull-baiting now ?— ^o. 

713. Is it continued in the country ? — I believe it is ; I have been about the 
country, but not lately. 

Joho Brow, called m ; and Examined. 

John Brow. 7 1 4i, IN what sitiuation of Vie ar^ yon I — I am a labouring man. 
715. Where do you live ? — I live at No. 5, Sflver-sfreet, ClerkenweH. * 

716. Have you beenjn the habit of. attending the dog-pits in London, and 
of seeii^ dogs fight m those pits ?^^I hivee* 

717. Do you uink^ ikere is cnieHy^practbed towarde the dbg iw tbete fi|^ ? 
—I^ doubt there ia. cruelty 7 batJSisiaottiieenBeky^ef nnnikntkeBi^ betthe 
cruelty of the dogs one to another. 

T^C In^fifl^Uikwviitbeackcrtlien doimfcthi^ tteaeneaoothertopiecefMmd 
k^neac^odhef^^MSefsttutil^ ; i 

719. What have you witnessed of dogs tearing each other ?— There is a.£gdU 
fighting deg^ aeitt is called by iNFancm tdast^wH lighfc a* the pmsates. 

jQOi De ywi; me8» thee be mflr caiicta heldeC the priMste^pa^of the other 
di»gi?^Yee^ he aa eaVedl a fouMgMog dog that dec« that, but atill he is a 
winning^ dog. • ./ 

7M^-I» 
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gtsnend, fhotqB;h I iiave not for thtte tweatr ytfttt foqgiit a dog m a pit, aad ■ " i 
I dovot ddnk I kftTe bem in a pit fbr these last eighteen years.' ' ' 4 ^»lf» 

722. But you know that that is the prattite^—IltiioW it is the practice in * ^^' 
ttepitsl ••'••'"*'• ' ■' ■ 

723. Used you to keep dogs^ for firiiting? — Yes. 

^7a4« ^ And *tfierd>]ire yoli 6peiUt with^^^ p^ectkn«wled|;eof th«iUot?^Yes, 
I do. ' 

725. You speak the truth, and correctly, as to what pasted «lghteeti years ago F 
v-Certainly. ^ « 

7«€: Is it liie case timrF^ftte ^tiM th« same now as it used to ht. 
'■ ^ 727^ How can yoa kiiMr thatt if you h»ie aot tten a dog Mit fbr eighteen 
years P^fhere oauot bea doubt diat dogs, if set to %htt fral fight now just 
as they ttsad t« dtK 

< 7a& H«m you. hem ki the habit of talking with those who now frequeilt 
those pits ? — Ves, 
. 729. JLatterlv?— Yes. 

730. Though ^ou do not frequent jthe pits yoursdf now, you take an interest 
11^ tbem?---C!tftainly t do. 

731. If there was any difference in the manner of %fating dogs now from the 
fiiannet of ^htin^ dogs formerly, you would most lik^ have known it, would 
you |iot?-^ies; I am satisfied that if we set two dogs to fi|^kth#y will %ht 
in the same manner as they used to do ; they »would not do it if th^y were not 
set xm; and I call it all cruelty ^ and if you were to tal^ ypur dog away from 
doing so, you would los6 your moQ^* . . ; 

732. You stated that those dogs that act in the manner you have described, 
that fight at the privates, are callM foul-^hting dogs by tbe Fancy ?^ Yes. 

733. And ^erefor^ the Fancy would discourage such dc^gs t^Thei|r would ; 
I would mysdf ,. 

' 734. Such di^ in p^ces where money is ttken it the door, would not be 
put to fiffht against each other? — ^Not for any particular sum ; but I know that 
ihev im get an old d<9 whic)i will &dit:anythii^ that comei near it| and tbey 
will call it a hack-dog ; and thev will put thn wA, dog to a young, dog to see 
how lopg tills. youngdw will Mri^ him* and be is gnawed to pteees, may be, 
eight times a week, or oftenen The old dog is set to tear a young man's dog, 
b^use fie wants to gtt him into the Fancy « 
^ 735. The hacks are generally old dogs, are tbqr not?-^Yes. 

736. Do« thift livte^to a gr^ toge very oft*rt?— Three yfeWs old dogs, and 
five years dd dogs. ' 

^37. Have you seen them older than that s eight yeai^ old ?— Yes. 

738. Do not the young dogs pull the teefh out of those old dogs ?— No. 

739. l^^hjr do they set these old dogs upon the youiig dogs ill this manner? 
' — Because if they do not punish the young dog, he will not ^ht. 

740. How do thev manage that the hack should not punish the young dog 
too much ? — We will put tsij young dog on your old one, and we will take my 
young dog away wh^ wa hke; it costs^ them 1^. may bq; sp the. young dog 
goes and pulls the hack dog about. 

741. Do hot many getittetttn sand iheif degt to the pito to be treated in that 
manner ?*--Yes« 

742. And you meao to say that the hack dog is let out at a shilling a fiffht, 
tobepra^ctMedupmiby youngdogs in this matiher ?r^YeS| I am satisfied on 
that point. 

743. And^you jm sitfilfied that thii ia an act> of prueUy r— Certainly ; it is 
like putting an old gentleman to fight two or three- youQg geotleaien.* 

744« Da von knowanytliing of bfidger*baiting?~As for a dog batting a badger, 
Icon^der AatwlMiadoggoestoabadser^theddubt iaiMit have 

the baiting, because the bac^^er has got tight boU of <th«> dM^ and whenever 
a badger bttet, he biCts*ngbt.tbiough9 aadifba catches hold or Ihrdog bythe* 
teg, the dog is being punished, not the badger. 

745. Is there much of that species of amnsemetit going on in the City ?-*- 
Ther6 is that species of amusement in the City, in West-street, or very close to 
the City 

667. E 2 746- What 
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JohnBr^w. 746. What Other pita lare therein the<:;ity P-^There is Roach%. tod there is 

. f. i« J^k the Barljer's ; they cidl him Dandy Jack ; they are^footh hi^what they cdl 

M"^: Sharp^s Alley. 

747. Do you know Roach and Dandy Jack, as he is called ? — Y^. 

748. Are they good-terapered fellows ? — Yes, they are j they want to get 
their living somehow or other. 

749. Do not you think that those persops who are the most cruel to others 
take the greatest care of themselves, in general? — A man that is good-tempered 
puts up >vith anafiront. 

750. But it does not follow that men who like to set dogs to fight will be 
always cruel themselves? — ^I'hereare good men who take their part in it. . 

. 751. Whatare the sort of .people that frequent: those pits? — Brickfnakers, in 
general, to tell the truth. 

752. Any gentlemen ? — ^There are very few gentlemen among brickmakers ; 
I hia^seen gentlemen in the pits, and a good many young gentlemen ; I did 
not ask their names ; that would not do. 

753. Is Roach's pit what you would call the Dandy Pit?— No, Dandy Jade's. 

754. Did Roach always keep pits ?r— I tiid hot come to answer that question, 
but he keeps a boarding-house j I believe he is a butcher by business, if he 
followed his business. 

755; You are a labouring man, a gardener, are you not ?— 1 could work a little 
gardening; I could do anything almost in that way. 

756. ■ Do you keep ' dogs now ? — No. 
' 757. You have seen a good deal of. cruelty practised in those pits?— Yes. 

758. Have you seen the dogs torn in the fights? — I have. 

75g. And seen them die ? — YesL 

7^0. Is that a frequent occurrence? — Yes. . . 

761. When did you see a dog die ?— I saw a dog put into a warm, pail of water 
after he had been fighting, and die directly in the man's arms. 
' ' 762. Was it the wounds or the water that killed him ?— It must have been 
the wounds, which aflfected the internal parts. 

• 763, Have you seen any cruelty practised in those pits, in bear-baiting ? — Yes* 

• 764: Have you seen any going on lately ?— No; bears:are too dear now, from 
the barbers using them so much, to bait them ; bulls are not very cheap, aod 
if they do buy them they will not let them bait tJiem. 

765. A good fighting dog is worth more than i bear, is not he ? — No. 

766. What price* do ybu suppose a bear will fetch ?^ — I suppose a bear, at this 
day is Wofth a five poimd note to a barber; a poor man has not an opportunity 
of getting a bear. 

767. Have you ever witnessed in those pits, that in order to excite a dog to 
fight^ a tender or sore part has been held by the other dog? — No, I never did ; 
for if I were in the pit, and a man did that, I would be the first man to knock 
him on the head. 

768. Do not you think the opinion of the Fancy to be against such fighting? 
—Yes } I should knock a dog on the head if he fought foul. 

769. Are there not printed rules with rfe^rd to fair play in those pits ?*-Yesi 
about how you make them to'match; if you send two dogs in for what they call 
a bellyfull, no m^n must touch them. 

770. Are there not always understood rules with regard to fighting before 
dogs begin to fight ? — They turn the dogs in and let them fight it out; that is 
fair; biit if one fights foul, you take the 6ther away, Itod the man. loses his 
money because he touches hLs dog. 

771. Therefore, if a dog is trained to seize another in the private parts, you 
mean to state t^at it is not the dog which attacks the other in that way that 
loses, but it is the other dog, when his master takes him awav, which loses? — 
Yes. - 

772. Do you mean that the dogs are trained by the people who keep the pits 
to tdke the other dogs with which they fight by the private parts?— I should 
suppose not, because the man who did that must be,a cruel man. 

773. Then you take upon yourself to »iy that that is not the.casePr-I. can 
take upon myself to say that I never ^a^ anything of *he kind. , * 

774. You conceive that theie dog-trainers do not trara their. dogs to do this? 
—No. ■ ^' . 

775- It 
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775. It is conaidared Hot fair if they do so ? — Y^es. Jokn Brw. 

776. But, in point of fact, some dqgs do seize each other in this way ? — Yes ; 

but we call them foul-fighting dogs ; mere is no man that can train a dog,, what ^ ^^^* 

we call high-bred dogs^ to %ht in diat manner. ^^** 

>. 777. You have b^ep in the habit, at some distant period of time back, of 
frequenting very much those pits, have you not ?-— Yes. 

; 778. ' You know, therefore, a great deal of tlie whole practice and nature of 
(kg*fighting? — Yes. 

779. And is it your opinion, that it is impossible that those fights, and that 
ttkdse pits, can be carried on without a great deal of cruelty ; that they tend to 
agreat deal of demoralization, and that no good can arise trom them ? — That is 
what I mean to say. 

780. If you bad a son, would you allow him to attend those pits ? — If I ha4 
a son. there I would go and whop him out, for I know it is the first step to the 
^Ibws. 

781. If your life was to pass over again, would you go to those pits ? — Nov 

782. You would have been a happier man if you had never seen those pits? 
-^I would, and I wish I had never seen them. 

Mr. Charles JVheeler^ called in ; and Examined. 

783. WHERE do you Reside ? — No. 34, Nightii^ale-street, Mary-le-bone. Mr. 

784. Have you ever attended the dog pits ?— I have frequently. CkarUi ff^keebr. 

785. What is your impression as to the state of those pits, and as to the ' 
cAielty^practised in them ? — There is a great deal of cruelty and unnecessary 
barbarity with regard to fighting tiiose dogs. 

786. Are you an officer of the Society ? — I was formerly, but I am not now. 

787. What peculiar opportunities have you had of ascertaining what really 
does take place in tho£fe pits ? — From having so frequently vistfed them, botli in 
town and country. 

788. Will you state to the Committee the peculiar acts of cruelty a/ising 
fram the fights of dogs ? — I have seen more in some pits than others, and par* 
(icularly in one pit I saw a fight of two dogs ; I was presient for a quarter of 
ail' hour, and the seconders of the dogs were both lying on the floor, and one 
dog was down, and the other had got him by the lower lip of the j/iw, $qd tJhe 
seconder began striking the floor with his hand, and the dog jumped up, and 
the dog was lacerated in his lip; it was quite torn up; and I saw that doe 
fighting for more than fifteen minutes, as izx as I can state, afterwards, and 
such was the efiusion of blood that you could hardly distinguish what colour the 
dog's head was. 

789. The fight was merely continued with a view to gain the bet, was not it ? 
—Yes. 

790. Will you name the pit in which you saw this take place .? — In the Green 
Dragon, New Inn Yard, Tottenham-court Road. 

791. Is that a pit still existing? — The Green Dragon has been put a stop to 
in consequence 01 the complaints of the neighbourhood. 

792. The place where you saw this is still existing as a pit, is it not ? — Yes. 
793- Y^^ spoke of the floor on which the dogs fought ; is it a wooden floor ? 

Yes a wooden floor, and saw-dusted oven 

794. Is it the practice for the seconders to apply the sounding of their hand 
occasionally to the floor in order to encourage the dogs to go on fighting ? — 
Yes, there are always two seconders in the pit. 

795- Is i^ generally the case that there is a wooden floor ? —Yes. 

796. Do you happen to know whether that dog died ? — I saw it about an 
hour afterwards quite dead. 

797* Did you ever see a dog killed in a pit ? — I have seen it in more than 

one pit. 

798. Have you ever seen more than one dog killed at a time ? — Not at a 
time ; I remember an instance wherein both dogs have died froip the con- 
sequences of the wounds, and that shortly after they have been removed they 
have been spunged over and placed iq a blanket, and every effort has been 
made to save them, beinff valuable dogs, at least, I consider, to the own^. 

799- ^^ y^^ reckon that the killing of a dog in a pit b at all an uncommon 
circumstance ?— Not uncommon. 

667; ^ 3 800. Are 
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Mr. 800. Are there any other instances that you know of with irqpa*d to cruelty 

CAmkf Wittier. ^0 dogs, mntkr to those which jfou have mentioned ? — I have seen instances of 

V — bears being tortured more in one pit than I have in another. The fair way, 

^18^^' they call it, is to loose one dog at a time ; but two have been known to be let 

loose together where they have had a ferocious bear, and I recollect one 

instance of three dogs being let loose at a time upon a bear. This bear always 

|nt>Ted itself victorious over one or two dogs, but thejy over-matched it with 

three dogs, and the consequence was it was very much lacerated. 

801. Wher^bouts? — In the lower part of the head, and all about the head. 

802. Have you seen dogs take each other bv the private parts?— Yes, but 
that is considered foul %hting ; but as soon as that has been done, dogs have 
been over- matched. When two dogs, of unequal weight, the one perhaps 
SO lbs. and the other 40 lbs., are fighting tc^ther, the smaller dog will frequently 
«eize the other dog by the private parts, the seconds will cry out *^ Foul, foull^ 
and the fight is stopped ; but it is frequently the means of winning tlie bebv 
although it loses the wagers. That is done for the sole purpose sometimes of 
winning the bets, although the amount of the wagers is lost 

803. Are you of opinion that dogs are sometimes trained to that particular 
trick ? — ^Yes, because from inquiries that I have very recendy made, only a few 
days since, of the owner of a pit, he assured me tlmt I must be quite ignorant 
not to know that before. 

804. Slhould you have any objection to state who that individual was? — 
Mr. White of the Bayswater Pit ; he is not the proprietor there ; there ,are 
three of them who have a subscription there. 

805. Mr. White told you then that you must be quite ignorant not to know 
that it was the practice to train dogs in that manner, to fight at the private 
parts?— Yes. 

806. From what you have heard and from what has come under your know- 
ledge, do you think that it is a common trick, if a do^ is over-matched, to 
catch hold of the other dog, in order, although he loses the wager, to gain the 
bets? — ^Yes* 

807. Are dogs often over-matched ; do they often put a dog of much sn^aller 
size against a much larger one? — Yes, I have seen an instance wherein two 
dogs have been match^ together for a certain wager, and one of them has 
turned tail, and that dog has been tdcen away, and another dog put of 
a smaller size to him, and 1 have known that dog very frequently beat the other 
dog. 
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REPORT- 



. THE COMMITTEE, to whom the Bill for makiny Prorision for the 
Dispatch of the Business now done by the Codrt of EncHEQUfik, 
in Scotlandy was referred ; and who were instructed to inquire into 
the Powers and Duties of the said Court, and how far there are other 
Duties which might, with public advantage, be devolved upon that 
Court, and to report the same, with their Observations thereupon, 
together with the Minutes of the Evidence taken before them, 
to The House : ■ Have agreed to the following Report : 

YOUR Committee have taken into their careful consideration the Bill 
which The House has been pleased to refer to them. They have 
obtained Returns of the Causes tried and the Arguments in Law main- 
tained in the Court there mentioned, for the last twenty years, together with 
Returns and Reports from the King's Remembrancer, relating to the E^tar- 
blishment of the said Court, and the other branches of its Business ; and 
have also called before them, and examined as witnesses, the present and 
the late Lord Chief Baron, and also the King's said Remembrancer, in the 
said Court, from whose testimony they have obtained information as to the 
amount and course of the Business of every description now transacted 
by the Barons and other Officers thereof. 

The Business of the Court of Exchequer in Scotland has always been 
partly of a Judicial and partly of a Ministerial nature. The first, which is 
almost entirely confined to Revenue Cases, consists chiefly of Informations 
for the recovery of duties or penalties accruing to the Crown. 

The latter comprises a great variety of miscellaneous functions, which 
have been devolved upon the Barons, as constituting a sort of local Treasury 
Board for Scotland, and performing the duties formerly discharged by the 
Lord High Treasurer of that country. 

Both these branches of Business are discharged by the Barons, in Term 
time, in Edinburgh. They go no Circuits, and transact no business out 
of Term, except what is urgent and occasional. 

The Term days amount to fifty -five or fifty-six only in the course of the 
year, on which days the Court meets at eleven o'clock, and, on an average, 
rises between two and three o'clock. 

By much the larger proportion of these days are employed in what has 
been termed the MinisteriaLor Treasury business. No exact account has 
been kept of the days occupied in the Judicial business, strictly so called; 
but it appears from the evidence of the present Lord Chief Baron, that 
during the last two years about eight days were occupied in one of these 
years, and ten days in the other. 
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By ihe Return pf Causes and Arguments (forming nearly the whole 
Judicial business) for the last twenty years, it appears there have been cmly 
One hundred and thirty-five defended Causes tried, during that whole time, 
and Ninety Arguments in Law ; or, upon an average of the whole, rather 
more than Six defended Causes, and between Four and Five Arguments, in 
each year. During the last seven years, the numbers have greatly de-^ 
creased, the average number of defended Causes being, for that period, 
only between two and three in each year, and of Arguments, about four, 
or one in each Term. For the last two years, there have been only Four 
defended Causes, and Five Arguments in La.w. 

? The undefended Causes which have been tried ex parte^ have averaged 
Seventeen in a year, for the last seven years ; and, though watched in their 
progress by the Judges, have occupied very inconsiderable portions of 
time. 

It is the opinion accordingly of the present Lord Chief Baron, and of 
Sir Henry Jardine, the King's Remembrancer, that the whole Judicial busi- 
ness of the Court might eerily be done in four Sittings, of three or four 
days each ; one of which might be had before, and one after each of the 
Sessions of the Court of Session (if the business were devolved on a Judge 
of that Court) without interfering with the business of that Courts 

Your Committee entirely concur in this opinion ; remarking, however, 
that the estimate is larger than can be justified by the statement of the 
days actually occupied in Judicial business in the last two y^rs. That 
statement giving an average of Nine days only, dedicated in each year to 
such business ; whereas the estimate referred to allows the number of Sir- 
teeuy or at the very least Twelve days annually for such purposes. 

Looking, therefore, at the proper Judicial business of this Court, Your 
Committee cannot hesitate in reporting it, as their opinion. That the main- 
tenance of a separate Court, consisting of a Lord Chief Baron, with a 
salary of £. 4,000 a year, and at least one other Baron, with a salary of 
£.2,000, is an unnecessary burden on the Public; and that the whole 
business of this description now done in Exchequer might be safely and 
advantageously transferred to a single Judge of another Court, without the 
slightest risk of injury to the business or the suitors in either of these Courts. 
That the business of the Court of Sessiorij at all events, would suffer no 
interruption from this occasional employment of one of its Judges, may be 
safely concluded from the fact, that Six of these learned persons have, in 
addition to their other duties, the far more serious occupation of being also 
Judges in the Court of Justiciary^ in which capacity they are not only 
obliged to go two or three Circuits ev^ry year, to the most remote quarters 
of Scotland, but also, to assist at numerous Trials at Edinburgh; and thus 
undergo much more additional labour than can possibly fall on the new 
Judge in Exchequer. 

Even if the whole Treasury business now done by the Barons were also 
to be transferred to this single Judge, Your Committee would decidedly be 
of the same opinion* From the Evidence, they are perfectly satisfied that 
the whole of the Treasury business might be easily disposed of, during the 
Mondays of the Session, or Term of the Court of Session, when that Court 
never meets, of at all events, in a few additional days taken from the long 
Vacations of that Court. Your Committee, however, entirely concur in the 
opinion expressed in the Evidence, that however the Court of Exchequer 
may be ultimately constituted, the whole of the Ministerial or Treasury 
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basiness oiigbtv at all events, to be withdrawn from tlie persons who act as 

Jadges in that Court, both as being likely to be more efficiently and 

economically performed by other Officers, and as being an improper and 

unsuitable appendage to the functions of Supreme Judges. For the 

details of this business, and the methods in which it is now proposed to 

dispose of it, Ybur Cbmmittee Would refer to the Evidence in the Appendix, 

which they have no doubt will be completely satisfactory, upon both 

branches, of the opinion they have ventured to express. The sum of the 

proposed changes is, that the Offipers in the department of the King's 

and of the Lord Treasurer's Remembrancer, should report directly to the 

Lords of the Treasury, to whom the Barons now report in every case of 

importance, or to the Commissioners for Taxes, or of the Woods and 

Forests, as the Treasury might direct; and further, Your Committee 

recommend^ that if any Legislative enactment should be necessary to 

carry such changes into effect, no time should be lost in obtaining the 

requisite powers. 

Being thus clearly of opinion that there is no business in this Court to 
justify, or excuse, its contmuance as a separate Establishment, Your Coin- 
mittee have not felt themselves called upon to go into any evidence, in 
reference to that part of the Instruction furnished to them by The House, 
by which they are directed to consider, how far there are other duties 
which might with public advantage be devolved upon that Court. 

It appeared to them, that this instruction implied, that Your Committee 
should JSfr5* be satisfied that the Court of Exchequer should at any rate be 
continued ; or, at least, that there was room to hesitate as to the propriety 
of its abolition ; and that the Instruction in question was only intended to 
meet the case of their being of opinion, that the Court, as it now is, and as 
it has always existed* was a fit Elstablishment to be continued. Th* main 
and leading reference to them, they understood to be, a reference of the 
Bill introduced, for the prospective discontinuance of the Court as now 
constituted ; and the first point they had therefore to determine was, whe- 
ther a clear case was made out by the Evidence for its being so discon- 
tinued. Upon that point they^ conceived that they were bound in the first 
instance to decide, and that it would depend on that decision whether 
they should proceed further in their inquiries. 

If Your Committee had been of opinion that the Court ought, or might 
with propriety be continued, they would then have had to consider, whether, 
any additions might be advantageously made to its Business or Jurisdiction ; 
but if the Evidence le^ no doubt or hesitation in their minds as to its being 
an unnecessary Establishment, they humbly conceived, that in reporting 
this as their opinion, . they exhausted the whole duty committed to them/, 
and precluded themselves from any further inquiry. 

There are two other points, however, on which Your Committee think 
it right to say a few words before closing their Report. 

The proceedings in the Scotch Court of Exchequer, have, ever since the 
Act of Queen Anne, been conducted according to the forms and rules of 
the English Law ; and it has been objected, that a Judge of the Court 
of Session, trained only to the form^ and rules of the Law of Scotland^ 
might not be always equal to transact the business of such a Court. 

In answer to the objection, it is material to observe, that the whole 

Revenue Law being entirely statutory, any person accustomed to the 
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jud'idal interpretatton of British Statutes^ must be quite competent to ad- 
minister it ; and that its administration, upon the very siame Statutes, has 
accordingly been entrusted to Scotch Justices of the Peaces who, without 
any professional learning or practice, dispose very satisfactorily of a large 
proportion of all the Revenue questions that are tried in the country. The 
Law o( Evidence rests upon the same principles, and (with a few well- 
known exceptions) is the same in their practical application in Scotland 
and in England. The issuing of Extents was at one time perhaps a matter 
of some nicety ; but ance the correctory Act of Geo. III. is within the 
reach of ordinary discretion : at all events, the interference of that prero^ 
gative process, with the common remedies of the Law, have long made 
a knowledge of its principles a necessary part of every Scotch I^wyer^s 
study. 

The other point which requires to be noticed is, the inconvenience 
which it is alleged may arise from transferring the whole Exchequer busi<- 
ness to a single Judge ; by whose sickness or necessary absence, it is said, 
die wlKile proceedings may be suspended, and from whose misdirection in 
pomt of Law, no Appeal could be made to any other person, in case of 
a Modon for a new Trial on such grounds. This objection. Your Committee 
observe, has been anticipated by the framers of the Bill now before them ; 
and has been provided for in almost all the cases in which it is likely to 
occur in practice. By the fourth clause of the Bill it is provided, that 
in the event of such temporary incapacity. Warrants to find goods, ^nd^ats 
for Extents, may be issued by any of the Judges of the Court of Session ; 
an Your Committee have proposed to extend this power to the revisal of 
Signatures, wherever it is represented that the case is urgent, or that 
injury is likely to arise from delay. 

With regard to Motions for new Trial, on the ground of misdirection, 
Your Committee are of opinion that this objection to the proposed change 
b equally appHcable to the Court as it has hitherto existed. All the Trials 
in the Scotch Exchequer are Trials at Bar^ and are actually conducted 
before the whole Court. If any misdirection, therefore, occurs at the Trial, 
it is a misdirection of the Court ; and yet the Motion for a new Trial can 
only be made to that very Court, as must ali^ays be the case where the 
Trial is at Bar, in any other Court of Law. No injury, however, has ever 
been alleged to result from this circumstance; and at all events, the 
remedy of an Appeal or Writ of Error to the House of Lords will always 
be open to parties who consider themselves aggrieved. 

Your Committee are therefore of opinion, that the principle and objects 
cff the Bill are supported by the Evidence, and that its being passed into 
a Law would be for the public benefit and advantage. 



23d March 1832. 
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE 



Marti$9 14* die Februarii^ 1832. 



THE LORD ADVOCATE, 

IK THE CHAIR. 



The Rig^t Honourable Jamu Abercrcvd^ie^ Lord Chk£ Baron oif Scotland ; 

called in, and Examined. 

HOW long have you held the situation of Lord Chief Baron ? — I was appointed The Right Hon. 
two years ago, on one of the first days of February. James JbercrambU. 

Have you since that time officiated and done the duties of the office ? — I have, ""~^"""^ 
Will you have the goodness to state to the Committee what you practically knov *^ February, 
to be the nature and extent of the business of that Court ? — The business of the * ^^' 

Court of Exchequer is composed of two parts— the Judicial business, and what i^ 
called the Treasury business ; and perhaps, for the sake of clearness, I had better 
go through what relates, in the first instance, to the judicial business. The period 
of time, in the course of the year, appropriated for the despatch of judicial business 
In the Court of Exchequer is limited to four Terms, and those Terms are fixed Terms. 
Candlemas Term begins on the i^th of January, and ends on the 3d of Februaiy ; 
Whitsuntide begins the 1 2th of May, and ends on the 2d of June ; Lammas Term 
begins on the 17th of Jtme, and enos on the 5th of July ; Martinmas Term begins 
OB the 24th of November, and ends on the 20th December. The Court never 
meet for business on Mondays or Saturdays; the. number, therefor^, of judicial 
days, according to the practice of the Court, during the year, are about fifty-five or 
fifty-m, ¥arying according to the nimiber of Sundays. In that number of daya^ 
a much smaller number are employed in the despatch of judicial business. I liavp 
tequired the Officer of the Court to furnish me with a note of the number of days 
during the two years during which I have been Chief Baron, in w£icb the Comt 
have been engaged in the despatch of judicial business. In the first year there 
appears to have been about eight ; in the second, there might have been about ten; 
but this Return does not indude those days on which motions of course were beard, 
inasmuch as. they occupy not above a minute or two ; neither does this statement 
include the time that w as occupied in what is called revising of signatures ; neither 
does it include the tiqne that was occupied in hearing appeal cases which are brooght 
from the decisions of the Commissioners of Supply in matters of taxes ; and I thmk^ 
with those exceptions, the judicial business was dis[K)sed of in about eighteen days in 
the two years. The business of the Court of Exchequer is confined to matters of 
Revenue, and the number of causes which are brought to trial, and the number c^ 
causes which have been defended, and those which have been undefended, have been 
stated in the Return which I understand has been laid before the Committee. In my 
first year there were about two defended causes and seven undefended tried ; and 
I think somewhere about the same number in the second year. Then tb^ only 
other business which there has been since I have been there, was a short argument 
upon the question of Sheri£&' poundage, which occupied an hour and a hal^ 
or two hours. There was also one caise in which the judgment of the Ju»« 
tices in the country was brought by certiorari under the review of the Court 
of Exchequer; that was a case in which a jiidgment had been proaouoced 
^ the magistrates at Banff. Then there is anomer JurisdictiQn that is giv^ii 
to the Court of £xcheq|uer, which is in matters of borough accounts^ under 
307. B an 
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TW RiglH Hon. 
Julku Aberavmhie, 



14 February, 



an Act which is known by the name of Sir William Uaes Act; the Act of 
the 3d George IV. c. 91. Under that Act, power is given to burgesses to 
call for an account of the funds under the controul of tlie magistrates ; and also 
restraints are imposed upon their disposing of by sale, or feuing, the property of 
the public, except uuder the restrictions prescribed in the Act. The case which 
was brought since I have been in the Court of Exchequer, was a case in the Term 
before last, from the Borough of Dumbarton, where an application was made for 
an injunction to restrain the magistrates from selling a portion of their estates, in 
consequence of non-compliance with the conditions of that Act of Parliament; and 
accordingly they were restrained from selling the property ; and the case has there 
terminated. That is pretty nearly the whole of the judicial business of which I am 
aware, except what relates to the appeal cases and the signatures. With respect 
to the signatures, it has not been usual for a person who has sat in that Court as an 
English Judge to take any part in what relates to the revising of the signatures. 
That has been always done by the other Barons. I therefore know nothing more 
of that; but, from my own observation,^ I know the time which it has occupied on 
the day in Term which is appointed for that p^rticplar business. The otlier Barons 
were in the habit of meeting at 10 o'clock ; and while there were three Barons who 
did that duty, of course it was divided equally between those three Barons ; and 
usually whatever business there was to do afterwards we proceeded to despatch 
when the business of the signatures was concluded, and which was generally 
between half-past 11 and 12 o'clock. Latterly there have been only two Barons; 
but it does not appear that the time occupied h^s been longer. It may be proper 
to state, that the reason of that arises, in all probability, from the great decline of 
the business arising from the prospect of what are called in Scotland parchment 
votes being abolished. That has made a very sensible alteration in the number of 
signatures, and consequently diminished that portion of the business. . Then the 
remaining matter of judicial business is that which relates to the appeal case^ in 
matters of Assessed Taxes. When a party appeals to the Commissioners in the 
country against an assessment, and a decision has been pronounced by the Coiii- 
missioners, it is competent either for the party or for the surveyor to require that .a 
case shall be stated. The case is accordingly stated by the magistrates, including 
the statements of the paities ; and the case so prepared is brought before the 
Barons of the Court of Exchequer. The time that these cases occupy is certainly 
not much ; you may dispose of a great number of those cases in two hours ; and 
practically the form in which it is done is this, that the Solicitor of Taxes attends in 
the Treasury Chamber of the Barons, and reads the case to the Barons. He has 
with him the printed Return of cases which are made to Parliament, so that, if any 
question arises, there is an opportunity of immediate reference to those cases, to see 
bow it has been decided in JSngland, or how it has been previously decided by the 
Batons. ' There is also this advantage, that they may be disposed of at any time 
that is convenient ; all that is required is, that reasonable and prbper despatch 
shbuld be given to the public. 

• How miany of the Barons attend on those occasions? — Upon those occasions all 
the Barons usually attend. I do not recollect any case in which we have differed 
in the result. 

Does the Lord Chief Baron take any part in the appeals, or is it left to others ? 
— 'I attend always. * 

Dd^ this business, ih point of fact, occupy more than one day in each Term ? — 
It comes very irregularly sometimes, and large arrears have collected, and it was 
more than couM be cptiveniently done in one day ; but I have no doubt, if fixed 
days were appointed, that giving a couple of hours at considerable intervals would 
be ietmply sufficient for despatching that business. 

Then, if a case occurred in Jmy, it could not be heard and decided till the fol- 
lowing December ?-^No, in consequence of the vacation, unless two Barons attended 
for that p\irpose. 

If there happened to be two Barons disengaged, could they, out of Term, hear 
such a cdse ? — Yes, thiey could. 

It appears ib th6 Return, that there were about fifty or sixty cases of that kind 
in six months ; is that a pretty fair average of the number ? — 1 should think there 
are about one hundred in a year. 

'About how many hoiird might it occupy on the average to dispose of one hundred 
cases ?-^I should think I was going slowly to teike ten in an hour. There might* 
occur a question with som'e peculiarity in it that might occupy more time; but I 

' should 
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should say, that you might reasonably despatch ten io au hour.: I should thmkthal^ Tlk^ftigjbtita: 
from ten to twelve hours in a year would be sufficient, for the whole. There > is Jemt§Ab€nramki0^ 

another duty which the Barons execute, which perhaps ought more properly to: be — "^ ^ 

classed under the head of Judicial duties, which is, that in certain cases they are x* ***»*•* 
called upon to appoint what are called Tutors Dative. Since. I have been Chief ^^^ 

Baron, there has been only one contested appointnnent, which was in the Term 
before last, in the case of the Duke of Athol, and upon that occasion the Courl 
were attended by Counsel. I think that case occupied about two hours and a half 
or three hours; and upon looking back to similar cases before that one, the only twQ 
at all recent, that were referred to, were, the one the case of Sir Thomas Moncriefl^ 
and the other that of Sir John Anstmther. . • : 

What is the nature of a tutor dative ? — He is a guardian of the person and 
property. /i 

Is the Committee to understand that your Lordship has now mentioned all that 
you consider to fall under the head of the Judicial duties ? — Yes ; I am not aware 
of any thing else that belongs to the Judicial duty: - . « 
• Your Lordship mentioned, that the judicial days actually occupied by the Coui^ 
of Exchequer in two years were about eighteen in the two years, besides tlie* ex-' 
ceptions you have stated ; how long does the Court generally sit on each of thosef* 
days, in the discharge of judicial business ? — The Court generally begins at elevenf 
b'dock, and I do not think I have been on any judicial busii^ess any day later than* 
three or half- past three ; that is the longest time; for instance, if there is one or twd 
undefended causes, they occupy an hour and a half or two hours. Where there has 
been a defended cause, I have never been in Court later than half-past three.* 
The last cause that was tried might have been protracted to a very late hour, oi^ 
perhaps even into the night, but that went off on the Counsel requiring a case ; but 
if I were to take the average duration of sitting on judicial days at three hours, f 
think that would be a large allowance. 

Is there any private or preparatory study in perusing papers and other matteri^ 
that are requisite to enable the Judge to do the duty he performs in Court, in 
addition to the time spent in Court ? — In the case of causes tried, you are always 
furnished with a copy of the Information, and that is all. I have no knowledge of ^ 
the case except what I derive from the Information, and occasionally referring to' 
the Act of Parliament for my own satisfaction. ' 

Do the Barons go on any circuit in Scotland ?— No. 

Is there any business to require their residence in Edinburgh ? — There is no 
judicial business to require their residence in Edinburglj. It might be an inconve- 
nience if there was no Baron of Exchequer in Edinburgh to sign a fiat for the 
purpose of issuing a Writ of Extent ; but save that, I know of none. That is rather 
a ministerial business, but it would not brook delay. . ] , 

Does the business that comes before you consbt of mere dry questions of law^j 
or are there questions of fact mixed with it ? — Both, according to . the. circum- 
stances of each case; but the chief business during my time has been in trying cases 
where Informations have been tiled. > 

With regard to the revisal of the signatures, do you feel yourself bound tojook 
only to the interests of the Crown, or to protect the parties also ? — ^The object is 
of course to do that which is just. Probably the original intention #as to protect 
the interests of the Crown; but there can be no doubt the^udge would equally protect 
Uie interests of both parties. 

Is there any discussion upon the subject before the Barons, and ai^ the Judges 
precluded from any further investigation by the act of the Jijidge in thojse t:ases ?~ 
I apprehend, that if the Judge, upon revbmg the signature, was to say, •* Here is a 
case that occurs that is fit to be discussed," I suppose the Court would hear Counsel, 
if necessary ; but no suQh case ever occurred within my knowledge. 

Are the Commissioners of Supply of Assessed Taxes in Scotland paid officei:s ?-7 
No, they are not. . t 

r Can your Lordship state what number of Extents may be issued in the c^rse 
of a year ? — I do not know ; all I have to do is to sign the fiat, ou being satisfi^ of 
the. sufficiency of the affidavit proving the debt and other circumstances; there 
have been very few indeed lately. 

; Your Lordship is understood .to have stated that all Revenue cases can only.be 

bnought bfefore the Court of Exchequer ; l^t^ve yp.u,.jn ail thq^ q^se^ of pei^tiM^ 

proceeded by a trial by jury, whether there is a^v appearance or no appearance ? 
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IMRi^Ifaki. -^Yw; that k to say, whstber tbe ))artks defended or not, the ^ase must be 

Ml UrpfficronMitf* 'HXyVQQ* 

" " ■ ' ' ^ :fai dl. oases where tbe ctse is sot defeoded, do Ckmneel appear for the proaecu'* 
^**^W tion?— Certainly. 

^** . Aad none fe^^e defendant?— None. 

Do yon consider it tbe special duty of tbe Judge ia such a case to attend .parti« 
cnlarfy to the case of tbe defendant, and to see that tbe case is proved against bioi 1 
t*^Certainly ; tbe rule I adopted was this, that if I perceived any thing in the evi» 
dence Irom ^bich I thought^ that if Counsel bad attended, they would have had 
power to make any impression upon the Jury^ as far as it was proper and reasonable 
to do so, I always gave tbe defendant the &11 benefit of that. 
^ This jurisdiction qot only embraces prosecution for penalties, but also the recovery 
of debts due to the Crown, and casualties of that kind that may be instituted oo 
behalf of the Crown ?--^ Yes, such may be instituted in that Court. 

Can they be instituted elsewhere ?— I apprehend nou 

If a case of that description was instituted elsewhere, do you apprehend that it 
IS part of the jurisdiction of the Court of Exchequer to issue a mandamus against 
the Court proceeding ? — Practically I have had no occasion to consider such a casQ ; 
but the Court has the power to remove actions relating to the Revenue brought in 
other Courts. 

You mentioned that one case had gone off on a special case ; will you explain tbe 
nature of a special case? — Tbe case to which I referred was one in which the object 
was to recover the payment of duties ; and after proceeding some way in taking the 
evidence, the Counsel agreed upon certain admissions ; and for the rest, as far as the 
^dence had gone, they agreed to take my notes, so as to raise tbe question ol law« 

And upon that case the argument of the Counsel takes place before the Barons ? 
-^The argument takes place next Tetm^ before the Barons. 

It appears by the Return before the Committee, that in the year 1811 there were 
518 cases brought, and tbe number Of triaU was 27 ; and in tbe following year, 
1 81 2, the numt^r of cases brought was 402, and the number of trials 32 ; in 1 8 1 3^ 
358, and tbe number of trials 55 ; and it appears that during the last year» out of 
147 cases set down, there are only seven trials. Is your Lordship aware of any 
particular cause that should have made this difference between the number of causes 
brought and the number tried ? — I am not aware of any. 

Your Lordship is a^are that many cases are compounded in tbe Exchequer 
without being brought to trial ; do you know whether those compositions take place 
by the authority of the Crown Counsel, or without their authority ? — The Court 
know nothing of the cause till it is brought before them ; but I apprehend a large 
prdportioh of them are compromised by the Boards, and many of them are compro- 
liii^ by the King's Counsel, because a very considerable number of causes appear 
in the paper every Term ; but of those causes a considerable number are compro* 
mised by the King's Counsel before the trial comes on. 

Docs your Lofdship mean to say, that when a cause is set down to be tried, that 
Cause is never compromised without the knowledge of the King's Cotmsel? — 
X capnot undertake to say that. I answered the question as I did, for this reason ; 
tba!t very often lyhen a cause has been set down, and we have been ready to go 
into Court, we liave been told, the parties are setding with the Lord Advocate, or 
witfi the Solicitor General; but speaking strictly^ I judicially know nothing o( a 
cans^ unless it is brought to trial. , 

la alt those cases, tbe law which is administered is English law^ according to 
fee English forms?— ^It is. 

'And tbe whole law terms are Enrfsb terms?— They are. 
- ^s the law of evidence English or Scotqh l — ^The law of evidence is English ; but 
stibstantially I have found in practice that the main difference between the two, as 
ittustrated in the cases tried, was, that one witness, if he is believed, is sufficient in 
So^isod to establish a fact, and two are required m Scotland. 

Does your Lordship consider, that a knowledge of the English law ia necessary 
foi^A Jiki^eto administer justice in that Court?— »If I am to answer the question 
^eoordinrg to my own experience, I think that any Judge might adminbter it ; but 
I ean conceive cases arising where the knowledge ci English law would be very 
desirable* 

\^' May not En^ish Counsel pvaetise l>efore tbe Bar of tbe Court of Exchequer in 
JB tt s riaa i i ?-^i eoncetnescf ; Imverkmrdofanyoiie attempting to do so; buiido 
iiotiftiowtbat there wouVi be any objection, 
t • Are 
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' Are not ^ Sblieitors of the piibljc BoiBLrds in ScfotlAnd generally Ea^isfa daw- TiMtu^iK'lM^; 
jtrs t — I bdieve the Solicitor of Excise always is ; and I do not think that 40 the Jmrn^Jhrn^Mk 

two yeaw I hare bee& there^ there has toetii a cause tried from any odier Board but ^" ' '• 

the Excise. . * 14 Mh^iW 

Did it not appear to you upon those trials, that the Jury and the Counsel also ^^' 

looked spedalfy to the Bench for knowledge and diKction, with regard to the 
forms and the course of proceeding ? — I have no doubt if such assistance was. re*( 
quired, they would- took to the Bench for it; but I do ik)t know aoy instance that 
bccbrred in which I saw it more tfian I should expect to see it in etiery case that 
was brought before a Judge. 

Is it your Lordship's opinion, that a Scotch Jadge, accostomed only to Scotch 
business, conkl be capaUe to administer the justice of that Court as a single Judge ^ 
^^Speaking from my ctwn experience, I have m) doubt of it 

Are the Committee to understand, that the forms are by the English form cif 
Information, which states the oflfence against the Act of PiEarliament, aad the de* 
fondant merely says that he is not guilty r — Precisely so. 

According to the English forms, a new trial may be moved for upon the ground 
of misdirection of the Judge ? — It may. 

' • Had your Lordship any particutar practice m the law of evidence before your 
appointment to the Court in Scotland ?-^None at all ; I had not only no practiQe 
in it, but a very strong conviction that if I had anticipated that more of that sort of, 
duty would have been cast upon me, it would have been with me a decisive reaaon 
for refusing the situation I now hold. 

The difficult questions to which you have referred would be difficult points in the 
admission of evidence ? — Yes, there might be a question of evidence, and there 
might be a question of pleading. 

Would an English Chancery lawyer have more experience in those points than a' 
Scotch lawyer ?— Certainly not 

Would he not be more conversant with the forms and modes of proceeding ?^^ 
His ears might be more familiar with their names. I wish to state, that if I httd 
anticipated that there was any du^ of that kind to be cast upon me, I should, not 
have accepted the situation; and I so state, because at the time the situation was 
offered to me, it was said that it might possibly be in the contemplation of Govern-* 
ment to propose that the jury trial in civil cases should be put into the Court of 
Exchequer ; and if there had been any such intention, I should have felt that mine 
would have been an improper appointment, and one which ought not to be made. 
I was aware that it Was possible that there might occur occasionally a question of 
some difficulty ; but I concluded that in all such cases there would be time for 
consideration, and that I should not be pressed to the performance of any duty but 
such as a man, without presuming too much confidence in himself, might reas6n* 
ably undertake. 

With reference to the Report of the Commissioners, to which your Lordship has 
referred, does it not appear that the opinion of the Commissioners proceeded upon 
the idea, that as the Court consisted of Scotch Judges, whose attention^waa exd(l«> 
sivdy directed to the business of that Court, those Judges might, in the oourae of 
time, have acquired sufficient knowledge to have administered En^sh law? — They 
might have contemplated that, very possibly. 

In the event of a misdirection of the Judge, is it competent, in the Court of £a^ 
chequer, to move for a new trial ? — It is ; but no case has occurred within my tiioei * 
In the English Court of Exchequer, would it nor be competent lo movie for • 
new trial upon that ground ? — It is. . i -; 

If it be so competent, do you think that a single Judge conld, with any. propriet}^ 
disposes of that question? — 1 do not know why he might not, because I caimot 
Suppose that any Judge, in trying soch cases as occur ra Exfcbeqoer, could b^ 
influenced by a desire to do any thing but to perform his duty; and if he vmi 
satisfied, upon argument, that be hadcommitted an error, I suppose be would fae 
willing to grant a new trial. 

Is there -any such thing known in the Ehglisfa Courts as the same Jwif^ atoi* 
judging upon the question of a misdirection of bia own in •point of Jawf^pMi 
not at present aware of any case. r. . . v % i 

As the greatest number of the causes in the Court of Exchequer art betwtai^hife 
King and hi's sulijects, may it not be supposed, thal-a itidge of high eharadtr iis 
^faraite to try causes of that de^rif^ovt^^^'^^C^rtait^ or: mymUm 

causes. ' . - . ^ ,....• ^ ... ;; i:.^i-^ 
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Th#Jtig1it Hon. Do you consider it would be satjsfiBietory to the people of Scotland, that a Judge, 

JamH Abtmrmkk. wfatose decision is not final in the smallest question between two individuals in a civil 

'- court, should be the. sole judge between the King and his subjects in the Exchequer ? 

*^ i8qa*^' — I ^o °^^ ^^^ ^^y inconsistency in that, considering the nature of the causes which 

are tried. I do not know why his judgment in a Court of Exchequer, in a case 

respecting penalties, assisted by a jury, should not be satisfactory to the people of 

Scotland. 

There appears to be a great diminution in the number of Excise causes tried in 
the Exchequer withip the last three years ; is your Lordship aware of any particular 
reason for that diminution ? — Not at all. 

Do you not think, that if the smuggling were to return again in the Highlands, 
there might be a great increase in the business brought before the Court of Exche- 
quer? — Very possibly there might, but I have not had occasion practically to inquire 
into that ' 

Your Lordship is probably aware, that previous to your Lordship's time, there 
used to be a great many cases of penalties for illicit stills from all parts of Scotlanct 
brought before the Court ? — That may be the case, but I do not know any thing, of 
it ; it has been supposed, that in consequence of an alteration in the power givc^ 
to the Justices, more cases are disposed of by the Justices than were dispOseict of 
formerly by them, which may have contributed to diminish the number of causes, 
brought in the Court of Exchequer. 

Has there never been one case for smuggling in the (Customs in Scotland during 
the two years you have been there? — I do not remember any case brought from the 
Customs. 

Are not all cases that arise in the Court of Exchequer, both upon Scotch and- 
English law, conducted and argued by Scotch Counsel } — They are. 

Are you aware that, in some instances, parties having good defences, prefer com- 
promising the cause, to the risk of submitting to the costs incurred in the defencie ? — ' 
I have no means of judging of that; it is a matter of which I have no cognizance. 

Does it consist with your Lordship's knowledge, that the two Chief Barons, who 
presided for many years in Scotland before your immediate predecessor. Sir Samuel 
Shepherd, were Scotch lawyers ?— Certainly. 

.Is there any record of a time when there was not an English lawyer upon the 
Exchequer Bench in Scotland ? — I believe that, practically, there always has been 
one. . 

in the event of an objection being made to the granting of a charter, would that 
be tri^d by the Barons of the Exchequer, or would it be remitted for trial to the 
Court of Session.? — I apprehend it would be decided by the Barons. 

Will you havp the goodness to explain to the Committee the nature and amount 
of what you call the Treasury business ? — ^The Treasury business belongs to the. 
Barons of the Exchequer, who come in the place, to a certain extent, of the former 
Lords of the Treasury in Scotland, and as long as there was an hereditary revenue, 
of the King, that hereditary revenue was under the contiol of the Barons of the. 
Exchequer ; for a great length of time, that was under the control of the Barons of. 
the Exchequer, wiUiout an account being rendered to Parliament. Not very long, 
ago, an Act of Parliament was passed* by which a direction was given, tlmt the. 
surplus of that hereditary revenue should be transferred to the Consolidated Fund ; 
and then might have arisen the question, whether, in respect of that surplus, an. 
account of. that hereditary revenue might not have been required by Parliament. 
Now, that hereditary revenue is altogether abolished, and that makes, in my esti-. 
omtion, a very considerable difference in the condition of the Barons of the Excbe- 

3ifer, with reference to their. Treasury functions, and it places them in a very 
iffdrent situation, because, as long as they had the control of that revenue, for which 
there was no account rendered to Parliament, it might be very proper that such a 
revenue should, be administered under the control of persons who were highly 
responsible. Now, every thing has come under the direction of the Treasury here, 
and, in fietct, as v far as the Balrons are connected now with the. Ei^lish Treasury 
4hey; become the servants of that Treasury. 

By what Act was the hereditary revenue put under the Treasury here ? — The 
Civil List Act, which put an end to the hereditary revenue, and the consequence 
of which is, that now, for the first time, various payments, which are to a certain 
extent under the,coptrol of. the. Barons of the Exchequer, are to be submitted to 
Parliament, and to be voted by estimate. 
1 Have 



Digitized by 



Google 



ON EXCHEQUER COURT (SCOTLAND) BILL 15 

HtBive ' the Barons assuimed the p6wer which formerly belonged to the Lords of Tfa* Right Moir.- 
the Treasury by any Act of Parliament^ or how did they come to act as .Lords J^tf^et Jbercram^ie.' 
of . the Treasury there ? — ^They act, as 1 conceive, - under the Act establishing the • 

Goirrt, and also in a great many instances they act by Writs of Privy Seal. The ^^ February, ' 
way in which the Treasury business is conducted it is essential I should state.^ ^ ^'' 

The King's Remembrancer is the person in whose office all business relating 10 the 
Treasury is prepared ; all petitions and all applications go to that office. In the 
first instance, the petition or application is read to the Barons, and they refer it to ' 
the King's Remembrancer or other proper officers, and the King's Remembrancer, 
or such officer, makes his report, and the Barons, when he reads that report to them, 
affirm or disaffirm that report, as to them seems meet; therefore, practically, the 
duties of the Treasury department are conducted chiefly by the King's Remem- 
brancer, subject to the reading of that report to the Barons, and their approval 
thereof. When I was first appointed to that situation, I had no knowledge of what 
those duties were, and I asked for a return of the number of orders that were 
made by the Barons in the course of a year, and it appeared that they averaged about 
ope thousand ; but the mere return showed nothing of the nature or importance of 
the business to which those orders referred. A very large proportion of those 
applications are in matters relating to Assessed Taxes, which Assessed Taxes are 
under the control of the B^ons of the Exchequer. I found, on looking into the 
matter, a very large number of those applications which were made to the Barons 
were applications which, as it seemed to me, and as I now have the concurrence of 
the other Barons for saying, were of a description that ought not to have been 
made to them at all, because, in a great number of those applications, the parties 
applying for relief had not, as they were required by the Act of Parliament to do,- 
appealed in the first instance to the Commissioners in the country. If they had 
gone before the Commissioners, there would then have been before the Commis* 
sioners the party and the Surveyor of Taxes. The practice that is now established 
IS, that if such an application is made, it is refused, unless the party has been before 
the. Commissioners. - Tiie Barons hold that that is a sufficient reason for not enter- 
taining the petition, and that circumstance is very material, because upon all the 
proceedings which are held in consequence of the application being made, in matters 
of Assessed H axes, fees are. paid upon each stage of the proceeding in the Remem- 
brancer's office, and almost the whole of those fees are paid by the public. Now 
it is right that in sa}ing this, when I may appear to be stating that which is to the 
disadvantage of anothei" person, that I should add, that the fees are now collected 
according to a table authorized by the Barons ; and that by a Minute of the Trea- 
sury, made in pursuance of an Act of Parliament, by which a fee-fund in the 
King's Remembrancer's office was established, those fees go to the payment of the ^ 

salaries of the Remembrancer and the clerks in the Remembrancer's office; so that 
wfaiie the public are paying the fees which create the fee-fund, they are in fact, under 
the denomination of fees, 1 practically paying the , salaries of the officers and: tlie 
clerks ; and therefore, by the reduction of the number of applications of that 
description, there will be k corresponding reduction in theamount of ^the fees, but 
there will be no .saving to the public, because in the event of a deficiency the publio 
would still, under the Treasury. Minute, have to pay. the salaries. The Barons have 
lately, in answer to a Return required from them by the Treasury, stated their 
opinion, that it would be expedient to abolish those fees, and to pay salaries direct. 
The, other applications that are made to the Treasury are in cases where poacheta 
areJn prison, and they apply to be released, or that theirfines> may.be remitted, 
and: small applications of. that sort; but in general tiie applications to the Treasury 
are very unimportant of themselves,^ and. they are practically all done by the King's 
Remembrancer. » » . • 

Are you aware that in this country all such applications are made direct to the ^ 
Treasury, and can by no possibility find their way into our Court of Exchequer ?• — 
Yes, it IS precisely the same proceeding ; only we act as the Treasury in Scotlaod. t 

You have stated that the cause of that business is, that conmK>nly the applica- 
tions. u-e remitted tathe King's Remembrancer, who makes a report to the Barons^ 
which he. reads in their presence, and that the Barona on the spot allow or dis* 
allow that report; in the ordinary course of practice, has it been found just and 
expedient commonly to allow those reports,' or have difficulties and doubts arisen in \ 

any .great proportion of the cases as to the truth of those reports? — ^In a great pro4 
portion of the cases, the report of the King's Remembrancer is confirmed. In a oaSf 
where there is kny difficulty, I generally have had a communication' from the 
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TbttliglittlMi. Remembraocor) who has niaile me ti^hxe of the^cifcuinslaDce^ aod^I faave lotted 
Jomea Abercrombii^ into it. 

'^'■'^^ — ' — Can you give the Committee any notion of the time that is occgpied in conaii* 

H Febrnarjr, deling those reports of the Remembrancer? — ^Generally speakings the Couit meets 

*^*** at eleven, and if they have Treasury business only to do, it lasts till about one* 

We meet four days in a week^ Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, always 

in the term. I have already mentioned the time occupied by judicial business, and 

the rest of the time is occupied by the Treasury business ; but, with respect to the 

Treasury business, it has often happened, that when there is a report that is 

^ reqoired to be disposed of, I have, either myself or another Baron, gone out of 

term and disposed of it 

Is there any trouble attending any annual report of your cash intermissions sent 
up to the Treasury ?r— I am not aware of any trouble arising from that 

Can you state whether it appears upon the books, that reguhr accounts have 
been annually sent to the Treasury of the whole receipts, and payments under the 
directions of the Barons of the Exchequer ? — All accounts that are sent are made 
up either in the Auditor s office or in the Heceiver^General's office ; and whatever 
accounts we sign^ we sign upon the authority of the proper officers. 

Is not the whole control of the Revenue of Scotland under the management of the 
Barons of the Exchequer ? — I do not consider that the Barons of the Exchequer have 
aoy .control over the nmnagementof it except in what relates to Assessed Tazes^ Tiit 
Ontoms, Excise and Stamps are^in&ct, under the cootrol.of the different Boanis* 

Do not they approve of all the collectors of the Revenue r — They approve of 
such surveyors as are connected with the Assessed Taxes. The only intarferenoe 
we^ exercise with respect to those individuals is, that the Treasury write a letter 
to the Barons, of the Exchequer, to say that A. B. is recommended to be a «ir* 
veyor ; and they require from . us to know whether he answers the descriplioa 
contained in the general rules laid down, before a man is appointed to hok) that 
situation; and. the Remembrancer inquires into these facts and rqwrts them; 
and. a letter from the Barons, founded on that report, is forwarded to the Trea* 
sui^« That ia the practical case of interference in so far as relates to these ap- 
pointments; but the Comptroller of Taxes brings before us any sunrej/or who 
has misconducted himself, and we have the power of admonishing, suspending 
and removing such persons. 

If any of the lieges complain of the conduet of those officers, is not the Court of 
Exchequer the Coort xvhich affords them redress ? — ^The Cotvt of Exchequer is the 
place to which they ap[rfy, oo doubt 

' How do you suppose those duties are to be performed, in the ev«nt of the nho^ 
Ktion of the Court of Exchequer ? — I conceive that it is rapedtent that the Judicial 
duties should be separated entirely from the Treasury duties ; and I conceive that 
one of the first tfain^ that it would be incumbent upon the Treasury to do, would 
be to institute an inquiry with respect to the control and management of the 
Assessed Taxes ; which is, in fact, the only part of the Revmiue touehmg which 
we have any control that ia at all efficient; ami that is chiefly in the lOoiSralwtt 
exercise over the conduct of tlie indrvidiml surveyors. Now, expreasing my 
own individual opinion only, I have no difficulty in saying that it appears to m^ 
that there is oo need for having matters connected with the Assessed Taxies partly 
under the cottrol of the King's Remembrancer, (acting under the authority of the 
Sarons) and pertly under the control of the Comptroller of Taxes ; bat that, oo 
Aecontm^, ooe or the odier of those should be selected, aadk that the person- so 
selected for condoctmg the business in Scotland should be pkoed under j the ou^ 
<rpl <tf the Tax Office. With refersncetu those inatters whene. we amy be ooosidesed 
to have some control over the actual expenditure, as in the Sheriffii' accounts, to 
which I shall presently refer, it seems to me that it k nery deaivaUe, that that 
should be separated from thejudiciai station, becauee it might happen lha| if it «a^ 
made to appear that any expense which was objected to, «pon estimates, fattng 
brought bdb^B the House of Commons, had been s anct i o n e d by the Judges, it 
would .be pladfig these Judges in adisa^ireeable aituatioB, to leawe them liabfe to 
such observations^ . The case was qoiie different when they ittd-the fimdiCOSilCDi of 
tha^ hereditary refvenue. 

l: ¥4toliiiwthe power 4>f inqaaring iat^^ die oaodact of any oftise surveyors 
taxes^;'ha^ you practicaHy,: dinoe you have 4)een Chiefs Baron, bad occaskm 
i «a oxttudse chat 'fM>wer ?-^^<S«eirerBl times. A person is* brought 'More ? m wUcm i^ 
idtegid tb' faKiid misconducted Ikimself, and then i^e hear of the con]9laint Yor 
- - V • • ' "^e 
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tbe first time; and the Comptroller of Taxes has stated to me, tliat if he had TbeAightHon: 
been corresponding with a Board regularly, they would have been from time to JmmiB.AberenmibU. 
time. made aware of other small circumstances of error in the conduct of the person 
complained of, which, when added to this last transaction, might have produced a 
different result from that which is produced when only the individual case is 
looked at 

. . Then the next head is what relates to Sheriffs' accounts* The Sheriffs' accounts 
are audited by the Lord Treasurer's Remembrancer, Mr. Robert Montgomery, who 
has an office which is ode of those regukted by Act of Parliament. He has a 
salary of about 400/. a year, and discharges the duty in person. Originally the 
Sheriffs were parties accounting to the Crown for monies they received on account 
of tbe Crown and paid to the Crown. Now the case b very different, because, in 
consequence of the increase of criminal business, the amomit of the Sheriffs' 
accounts is very considerable, and is increasing. I think it now comes up to about 
30,000/. a year. With respect to the regulation and control of the expenditure 
included in the Sheriffs' accounts, that is conducted entirely in the office of the 
Lord Treasurer's Rc^membrancer ; but inasmuch as when the Sheriffs were paid out 
of the King's hereditary revenue, and the Barons held the purse-strings, they 
naturally exercised a control over that expenditure ; and they appeared to do so 
justly, as the fund out of which they were paid was under their absolute control ; 
and the practice now is, that when any dispute arises between the Lord Treasurer's 
Remembrancer's office and a Sheriff, with respect to an allowance, a reference is 
made to the Barons to express their opinion. It has been the practice for. the Barons 
at intervals to frame tables of fees ; but no table of fees for the officers in the 
Sheriffs' Court has been made since the year 1812 ; and upon a direction sent to 
us from the Treasury to look vigilantly after this increasing ex[)ense, we proceeded 
to make a table of fees, but which has not been published, in consequence oC a 
doubt as to our jurisdiction to do so. An Act of Parliament, 6 Geo. IV. c. 23, having 
been .passed, apparently vesting the powers of nutkins such a table in the Lords of 
Justiciary, this matter has been referred to tlie Lord Justice Clerk for his consider- 
ation* Then there is another item of Treasury business, which is that which relates 
to Crown lands. The Crown has small detached portions of land, but it has only 
two considerable estates — one in Caithness, tbe other in Orkney. There have been 
at times suggestions made with respect to the expediency of placing those estates 
under the control of the Office of Woods and Forests in England. Now I confess, 
that in expressing my own individual opinion, I think that an undesirable course, 
because I conceive that persons resident in Scotland are the most competent to 
regulate the management of those estates ; and more especially when I state that 
t^e. Remembrancer has been two or three times personally in Orkney, and taken a 
gpod deal of pains to inform himself with respect to the details of it. I admit that 
if I did not foresee that in any event there must in all probability be a person in 
tbe situation of Remembrancer, it would not be worth while to keep up an office 
for the sake of managing those estates ; but as there is a person competent to the 
management of them resident in Scotland, it appears to me that he is likely to 
manage the es^tes better than persons resident in London. 

Mi|;ht not he manage them by making reports to the Woods and Forests, as is 
done m Ireland ? — Certainly ; but I do not know what advantage would be gained 
by that. 

Are there any other estates belongine to the Crown in Scotland ? — Yes, there 
are Crown quit-rents ; with respect to all which, it might be a question whether it 
might not be desirable to dispose of them, because they are of no great advantage, 
and they are very expensive and troublesome in the collection. 

What trouble and charge have the Barons with respect to the Crown lands? — If 
any application is made with respect to a lease to be granted, or any outlay upon 
a farm, there b a report from the Remembrancer, and the Barons order as they 
see fit * 

What is the income arising from the estates ? — ^The Orkney estate, I apprehend 
Mjturas very little^ the land having come out of lease in a very bad condition, and 
repairs aiid itnprovements are necessary to do justice to the estate. 

How happened it that it was in a bad condition, as it was under tbe Barons and 
the Remembrancer r — While under lease to Lord Dundas, the Barons had no con- 
trot Th^e is another branch of tbe Treasury business^ which is, wiiere property 
Mk^ to the Crown as uUimus hares, and in casey of bastardy ; in which event it rests 
wit^ the Uarons to dispose qf that property, as it is done in the Treasury here ; and 
to 307. C this 
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Thi Rigiit Hon. this is done dso upon a report from the King'a RemembraDcer ; and it has happened 
JmM Jbercrombiei once or twice that parties who were very eager in their applications have applied lo 

be heard before the Barons by Counsel, who have never refused to hear them.; but 

J4 Fdbrotoy, ^y^^^ j^ merely a matter of discretion. » 

*^ ' Are there not rules you go by in disposing of those questions ?— rYes; we always 

reserve a portion for the Charitable Fund, and generally distribute the remainder 

among those persons who appear to us to have been most attentive to, and most in 

the confidence of, the persons deceased. . ; 

Do you include also the revenues of the bishopricks ? — Yes. 

Have not the Barons also the charge of the public buildings in Scotland, ivitb 
respect to which, although they are under the Woods and Forests, instructions are 
received from the Barons of the Exchequer? — It is very recently that they were 
placed under the control of the Woods and Forests ; the Master of the Works no\v 
corresponds with the Woods and Forests. 

You have also the duty of paying stipends to the clergy under ttie 40th of 
George the Third ; does that occupy much of your time? — Not at all ; those duties 
are purely ministerial, and they proceed entirely upon the report of the King's Rcr 
membrancer, which goes entirely by general rules. 
. Have you not also a duty to perform, in consequence of the Privy Seal Warrant 
of 1 820, to grant leases of tithes, and to nominate students to bursaries under the 
Crown ? — Yes, we do both. 

Does that occupy much time i — The question of a lease is decided upon the ap- 
plication of the party, and it comes to us on the report of tlie Reraembrancen . With, 
respect to the bursaries, there has been generally a list from the University; but 
we have lately had under consideration the leaving those bursaries to be given, 
according to merit, and competition amongst the young, men in the University* . 

H&venot they been hitherto given at the pleasure of the Barons ? — Yes; but we 
have always had a list from the Universities, containing three or four names. 

Y ou have also to dispense two or three thousand pounds in charity ; is there any* 
principle laid down as to the class of objects among whom that shall be distri-* 
buted? — The Barons usually select the persons who appear to them to be most 
deserving. 

What is the largest sum given to any person? — Ten pounds a year. 

Have you not charge of the public ground and buildings? — All the Crown pro- 
perty we have charge of. 

Is' tliat transferred now to the Woods and Forests? — Mr. Reid, the Master of 
W^orks, communicates with us, occasionally, still ; for there was a (Question the 
other dcjy, with respect to making a sewer round Holyrood House, and he applied 
to us to consider the plan; and we communicated with the Duke of Hamilton, the 
keeper of the palace, with a view to obtain his consent, which we did. 

Are there any parts of the various duties now thrown upon the Barons .0^ the* 
Exchequer, which you think m^y be transferred either to the Treasury, to the. 
Bo&rd of Assessed Taxes, or to the Woods and Forests, or to the same departments 
as in England discharge those separate portions of duty ? — I have gone through those 
diflFipreijt heads with the Remembrancer two or three different times, and my icn-' 
pression is, that there must always be a person left in Scotland, who may commu- 
nicate with the Treasury. The Remembrancer holds his office for life, and if he 
remains there, he is perfectly aware of the business of the Treasury department. 
I do not see any thing which might not be perfectly conducted by that sort of cor- 
respondence; and in point of fact, it appears to me that it would be more easily 
and more cheaply conducted ; because there would be a great deal of that form of 
reports and petiUoqs, and so on, that might be dispensed with. If the Assessed 
Taxes were taken away, I am convinced that, practically, the Treasury business 
would dwindle to a very small amount. 

What is the salary of Sir Henry Jardine ? — I think it is 1,700/. a year. 

Would you contemplate that an officer of that description should be placed there 
tocorrespond with the Treasury, as beings from local experience, better able to give 
them information ? — Yes ; my own individual opinion is, that the best practical way 
of arranging that business would be, that there should be a person left there, with 
whom the Treasury might correspond, and that without any additional expense to 
the public. If there was always a Scotch Lord of the Treasury . who might take a. 
more especial charge of that correspondence, it would be likely to be quite a^ well 
dpne, as it is now. . . ♦ .#. 

Do 
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f Do you see any objeotioa <o tbose cases of bastard property lapsing to the Crown Thf Rigbtli^. 
i)eing referred to the Treasury, in the saine manner as similar cases in England ?-« James Jbera^om^ 

I do not see why there should he any more difficulty in reporting the circumstances — '- -■ 

of a cttse from Edinburgh, than from any place m England. '* F^rvary, 

Is there any peculiarity .attending such cases in Scotland ?— If they wished, for 
their guidance, to take any rule of Scotch law as a principle of distribution, it would 
be very easy for them to apply to the law officers of the Crown in Scotland for th^ir 
ppinion upon that subject. 

It is stated here, that the revenues of the Customs and Excbe are audited and 
parsed in the Exchequer ; is it your opinion that those would l>e better audited and 
examined by the respective public departments in England ? — Practically spei^ngi 
I have no experience upon that subject;, all that we do is, that thpse $ux:punts are 
pworn to in our presence, and signed by us^ , 

Then all that you do is to take the oath of the; accountants, whom you consider 
responsible for their accuracy, and the Barons do not consider them3elves respon- 
.^le for them ? — The Barons do not consider themselves responsible. Tb^ respon- 
sibility rests with the proper officers, who prepare and audit the accounts. 

My objection to allowing the Treasury, business to remain with the Barons 
of the Exchequer is, that from the change in the practice, by which every thing 
|s now brought here, the Barons are plac^ in the situation of reeeiving. directions 
from the Treasury, as if they were the clerks of the Treasury ; which directjom 
OQ^t mwe properly, I conceive, to be given to an. officer in the situation 
of King's Remembrancer. And with respect to the Sberi&Vaccount9, I con*t 
peive that the making a table of fees would most properly belong to those Judges 
that preside in Criminal Courts^ who may be considered to be the most cog- 
nizant of the business,. and most competent to decide upon the extent of thi$ duties 
>vhich the persons perform who require remuneration ; and in making a table of 
fees, they are exercising no power but what other Courts exercise ; but I conceive 
that their control over the expenditure ought to cease when they make a tat>le of 
fees, because, if they proceed one step beyond that, they seem to come within the 
^dsctiptioa of Judges, more or less, making themselves responsible for the expendi- 
ture of public money ; and therefore if there was a responsible person placed in the 
situation I have described, he would be in a situation to. exercise control. The 
Lord Treasurer's office might be embodied in the same department with that of the 
Remembrancer's, and there would then be a means of auditing those accounts 
closely ; and the person at the head of that department would be a pei^son in such 
a situation, that he might communicate with the Judges without i;naking them in any 
respect responsible for the payment of public money. 

The Barons authorize the payment of all sums directed by royal warrants out of 
the hereditary revenues, and of all sums directed by special Acts of Parliament to 
he paid for public improvements, such as building and repairing harbours, canals, 
high roads and other public works, such as the Crinan Canal, Leith Harbour, &c. ; 
what portion of labour attaches to the Barons in the execution of that duty? — ^To 
the Barons personally, none ; all they do is to give their sanction to the expenses 
reported to them by the proper officer as having been fitly incurred. 

Might not the same power be equally well exercised by the Treasury upon a 
similar repoit? — Certainly. 

Are not the Barons of the Exchequer occasionally called upon by the Treasury 
to report to them as to the propriety of the expenditure? — Certainly ; whenever an 
application of that kind is made to us, we of course exercise our discretion in 
reporting our opinion on the matter referred to us. 

Must not it be very useful, with respect to Scotland, that there should be some 
quarter to which the Treasury can apply for such information? — I cannot conceive 
that, such' an officer as I have described might not, with perfect propriety, report 
upon it. 

What description of applications are referred to the Barons in that manner ? — • 
They are things of very little importance. 

There are small quit-rents and other incomes arising, to the Crown ; is it you? 
opinion that it would be desirable to dispose of them in order to lessen the expense 
oi collection ? — I have no doubt of it ; it is a very troublesome income to collect, in 
proportion to its aaK)unt; it is collected at considerable expense, and very little 
profit to the Crown, and might be a great ease to the individuals if they .had th« 
power of purchasing them;, ...... 

\ &o^. . G 2 . Then 
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Tb€ Right Mdiu ' Tfaeo the result of your opinion is^ that you can see no objection to the judicial 
James AUrermtk. powers now exercised by the Barons of the Exchequer being transferred to another 

' Court, or to the duties wbicbi as agents of the Treasury, they have to perform, 

^^ ^^r^' ^^^ transferred to other departments ? — Unquestionably that is my opinion, and 
' I wish distinctly to state that it is an opinion to which I have not come without 

giving my most careful consideration, it is very difficult, in making the arrange* 
ments, where there are so many small points as there are with respect to this Trea- 
sury department, to sit down with a pen in your hand, and to make at once ari 
arrangement which includes every thing ; but I conceive, if a resolution was formed, 
that each particular branch of business should be disposed of in the way that will 
appear to be most advanti^eous to the publid, the difficulty of arranging that 
would probably be overcome, and it would be brought to a clear result without 
much delay. If I am right in assuming that there would be an advantage in 
placing the Assessed Taxes under the control of the Board of Taxes, the matter 
would be reduced to a very narrow compass indeed. 

You have said that you contemplate the Judicial business being transferred to 
some other Court ; do you contemplate any existing court, or the creation of a new 
court ? — I contemplate an alteration in the judicial business, such as is proposed 
under this Bill. 

What is your quorum at present for Treasury business? — Generally we all 
attend. 

Is it the habit for the whole of the Barons to confer upon all these small matters^ 
or is it practically arranged by the Chief, as is commonly the case where there is a 
large Court, with respect to small matters ? — ^The business is really done by th^ 
King's Remembrancer, because in the majority of instances his report is confirmed 
and if any thing occurs to me or to any of the other Barons, when the report is 
read, of course it becomes a matter of discussion. During the time I have been in 
the situation, I have been in that sort of habit with the Remembrancer, that when 
any thing special occurred, upon which he had any difficulty, he communicated 
with me. 

If you throw this additional business upon the Remembrancer, or any person 

filling that situation, would you contemplate giving him any additional salary p - 

No ; according to this arrangement he would not only have no additional work but 
he would have less. 

You have contemplated that the Treasury business should generally be separated 
from the Judicial business de future ; but, discarding that idea for the present, and 
merely assuming that the business is to be done in future by the Barons, or by per- 
sons coming in the place of the Barons, is there any thing in your experience and 
knowledge of that business, that gives you reason to think, that even if the altera- 
tion were not made, of transferring the Treasury business to some other depart- 
ment, but if it were still left to be done by the Barons, or by a member of the Court 
of Session, the amount of that whole business, both Judicial and Treasury, would be 
more than such a Judge would have time to discharge, separate from his occupations 
as a Judge of the Court of Session? — I can answer that question no other- 
wise than this : judging from my own experience, I should say, that if a Judge of 
the Court of Session were to appoint four days before each session, and four days 
after each session, for hearing causes, that, according to any thing I have seen 
would probably dispose of all tixe causes. There would then remain ^11 the Mondays' 
when the Court of Session does not sit, when he might go to the Exchequer, imd 
dispose of the Teasury business there ; but, undoubtedly, I think it is a most 
material part of the case, J^at the Treasury business should be separated from 
the Judicial; and I shoula hesitate much more, if I did not contemplate that 
separation. 

You are aware that all the Judges in the Court of Justiciary are also Judges of 
the Court of Session, although the whole of the Judges of the Court of Session 
are not Judges of Justiciary. The provisions of this Act are, that the Exchequer 
duty should be laid upon a Judge who is not a Judge of Justiciary. Have you 
any means of making any kind of comparison between the amount of separate 
duty that falls upon such Judges of the Court of Session as are Judges of Justi- 
ciary, compared with that which would fall upon the individual who should be ip- 
pointed to do the whole of the present duties of the Barons of the Exchequer?--! 
J should conceive that the Justiciary business was greatly more, and that in point 
of real labour, there could be no comparison. 

Do 
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Do you consider the double gowns, on tbe whole, advantageous to the Scottish The Rigfat^Hbii 
Bench, as-affecting their iodepc^nce?— That is a question which I (k> not feel James Akerermbu. 

myself justified in answering ; 1 should say, that the nearer you brought the number 

of double gowns to single gowns^ the better. .14 Febmar^^, 

Has it ever occurred to your Lordship that it might be advantageous that any 
other branch or department of the business should be carried to the Court of 
Exchequer, so as to occupy some part of the leisure they now enjoy ; or has it 
occurred to your Ix)rdship that there is any branch of the Judicial business done 
now in other Courts, or not now done at all, that would be better done by being 
united with the existing business of the Court of Exchequer? — It would be difficult 
for me to express any opinion upon that subject, because it would be undoubtedly 
expressing an opinion with respect to myself; but I have no difficulty in saying 
this, that 1 should have been very happy if any such arrangement could have been 
made ; and that with a view to having that question considered, I referred that 
matter to persons in whose judgment, experience and station I have the greatest 
confidence ; and when the question was first proposed to them, whether there was 
any thing that could be added to the Court of Exchequer, the answer immediately 
was '' Yes, many things;'* and many suggestions were made* Those suggestions were 
canvassed again and again ; ami I have no hesitation in saying, that after much 
consideration, however plausible they might appear to be at first, whenever it was 
attempted to reduce them to a practical shape, there always appeared to be objec- 
tions which would prevent me from saying that I thought they would be advanta- 
geous to the public, as the Court of Exchequer is now constituted. 

Are the other Courts of Justice in Scotland so overburthened with labour as to 
mike it necessary to discharge them from some portion of their business? — That is 
a tjuestion which I do not feel competent to answer. 

It has been suggested that the safety of the titles of proper^ would sufTer by the 
abolition of the Court of Exchequer ; do you see any ground tor that apprehension? 
— It does not appear to me that that would happen ; but, on the contrary, if it was 
to have any effect, it would rather strengthen them, because a Judge that is kept in 
full employment is more likely to be a good Judge than one who has very little 
to do. 

Does not your Lordship consider that the appointment of factors to absent per- 
sons and minors might be better transferred to the Court of Exchequer, who have 
a regular machinery, capable of auditing and passing those accounts, than in the 
Court of Session, where no such machinery exists ? — That is one of the cases that 
have been considered ; but let us see what would happen : the Barons could not do 
it in their own persons; it would be referred to the Remembrancer; and the 
Remembrancer would probably have an accountant who would peirform that duty, 
and the Barons could do nothing more but decide any controverted point that 
arose ; and that is what is done by the Court of Session. 

Would it not improve the responsibility under which those officers act, that their 
decisions would be liable to the control of tbe Barons of the Exchequer? — It does 
not appear to me that there is much in that, because if there is any error in an 
account, the vigilance of the party interested is a security for its being discovered 
and corrected. 

Does your Lordship know whether or not tbe jurisdiction before the Justices in 
Scotland, in Revenue cases, is generally considered as satisfactory ? — I have no means 
of judging of that, except that there is a power of bringing any case with which the 
Excise is dissatisfied, before the Court of Exchequer ; and during the two years 
I have been there^ there has been only one case;^ and 1 infer from that, that the 
Excise has not seen cause for dissatisfaction. The case that was brought before us 
was a case in which there had been great negligence in making up the record; and 
the inference I drew from that was^^ that if there we're 'more such cases, they would 
have been brought before us. 

You are not aware of any cases in which it has been necessary to bring causes 
into the Court of Exchequer, because the Justice would not decide them ? — I have 
not heard any statement of that sort. 

Your Lordship has mentioned, that various propositions have been made to throw 
additional duties upon tbe Court of Exchequer, with a view of keeping up that 
(;om.(? — That is not exactly what I meant to state; my meaning was this, that 
when I looked at the Court, it appeared to me that if there was to be a Court of 
Revenue, there must be a Judge ; that, as the Court must be in the Englisli form, 
there was a difficulty in placing it actually in the Court of Session ; and that therefore, 
307. *^ 3 a* 
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as the Court was to be kept up, it was desirable to make that Court as efficient as 
possible ; and, therefore, it was not with a view of making a case for keeping up the 
Court, but by way of making an existing Court more useful, that I was anxious 
that the matter should be considered, not by myself, but by others; and it is only 
upon seeing that a plan was suggested which appeared tp be a practical one, that 
I concurredi in so far as my opinion was required, in the arrangement proposed in 
this Bill 

. What duties was it contemplated to add to the Court, in order to make it mor^ 
efficient ? — The suggestions were generally of this kind ; what has been ajluded 
to now, with respect to those matters of account. Some persons considered it mi^t 
exercise Jurisdiction upon subjects of bankruptcy; and before the Commissary and 
A(|piiralty Courts were abolished, it was suggested whether any portion of that 
business could have been done in the Exchequer. 

Is your Lordship aware that there is a considerable arrear of business in. bank- 
ruptcy before the Junior Lord Ordinary in the Court of Session ? — That I know 
nothing of. 

What do you contemplate to be done with the Court of Exchequer business, in 
the event of the single Judge being absent or ill? — I apprehend that there is 
nothing very pressing in the nature of the business, and I do not know that there 
is any reason why he might not adjourn over the case ; and if there was a cas^ 
of continued indisposition, that would be a disqualification for all his offices as 
aJudge. 

Does not it occur to you that it would be a better plan to carry this juriadictioA 
generally into the Court of Session, allowing that Court to name a sin^ •^^dgc, 
as occasion might require, to perform the duty, reserving' to the party to bring 
before the Court any questions of law that might require decision ? — That is another 
^view of it that might well deserve consideration ; the only difficulty that there seems 
to be in that is, that the process being a peculiar process, and not that which is 
usual in Courts of Law in Scotland, it seems to be more properly vested in an ex- 
clusive jurisdiction. The difficulty seems to me, that the process being in the English 
form, there might be some jealousy entertained if it was not kept separate. 

It is stated in the Bill before Parliament, that the change proposed will render 
the administration of justice, in matters of Revenue in Scotland, less expensive ; 
can you state in what way that would be effected ? — I apprehend it means less 
expensive to the public, by the reducing the judicial salaries. 

There is a branch of business which has been proposed to be given to the Court 
of Exchequer, namely, that of awarding ministers' stipends and tiends ; does your 
Lordship s^e any objection to the Court undertaking that duty ? — It can only be as 
to the rahiisterial part of it ; no question of law relating to tiends could be pro- 
perly sent to the Court of Exchequer, as now constituted. That is one item of 
business, but the difficulty that has always appeared to me is, how you could get 
business enough to keep the Judges in employment. 

Would not that diepartment of business be more likely to be satisfactorily done 
by two Judges, proceeding in private upon the report of the Remembrancer, than 
by debating the matter in public before nine Judges ? — I have always been led to 
consider that the public in Scotland entertain a considerable jealousy of the Court 
of Exchequer upon that subject The objection to which 1 allude is no doubt in 
the course of being removed. 

Do not you think that a better judgment as to the augmentation that ought to 
be given, might be pronounced upon a report from the Remembranfcer, than a 
judgment decided under the influence of statements of Counsel in an open Court? — 
I cannot express any opinion as to the ii'ay in which business is done in the Court 
of Session; alt I can say is, that if it was the pleasure of Parliament to transfer 
that duty to tlie Barons of the Exchequer, they would endeavour to do it to the 
best of their power. 

Supposing the whole of the Treasury business were removed from the Barons^ 
does it appear to you that business exists to employ one Baron in the Court of 
Exchequer, supposing such should be kept up? — Certainly not, according to my 
experience. 

Supposing the Treasmy business not to be removed, would there not be work 
enough for one Judge? — He would not have a very laborious life. 
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The Right Honourable Sir Samuel Skephefd, called in ; and Examined. 

' YOU were formeriy Chief Baron of the Court of Exchequer in Scotland^- 
I was: 

Be good enough to state to the Committee for how long a time ? — I was appointed 
in the month of May 1819, and Was under the absolute necessity of resigning 
dffice in the month of February 1 830, which I did with gr^at reluctance. 

Something more than ten years ? — Yes. 

Have you seen a Return that is before the Committee, of the number of cases 
brought into Court and tried, distinguishing the defended and undefended causesi, 
for a longer period than you were in office? — No ; nor have I any cause-paper or. 
account of the number. 

[TTie Return was handed to the Witness.] 

. Have the goodness to mention to the Committee what you have found and know 
to be the business transacted by the Court of Exchequer ; and please to distinguish 
that part of the business you consider to be properly Judicial from that which, in 
9CNB6 respects, may be deemed Ministerial, as being under the Treasury department? 
— I do not know how, from reeollection, to describe the different departments of 
business, unless by referring to a book which gives an account of the whole of them. 
In the judicial part, motions arise out of the informations that are filed ; some of 
which afterwards came to be tried, and some did not. A great many applications 
were made to the Court from time to time, which cannot be called of a judicial 
nature, by persons who complained, sometimes with reason and sometimes without, 
of little irregularities in the mode of levying the taxes. These were cases in many 
of which the parties, strictly speaking, ought to have appealed to the Commissioners 
of Supply ; still, as the matters were of very small account, and the parties had 
suffered the time to elapse inadvertently, the Court of Exchequer exercised (and 
I find it always has exercised) that sort of jurisdiction of giving relief in ttiose cases 
where it appeared relief could be given ^ and I thought it was a great advantage' 
to Scotland, if I may use the phrase, at least to the poor people in Scotland; that' 
they knew they had a tribunal to which they could offer theh' complaints, such as> 
tbey were. They were always heard in a private manner. I ^o not mean with 
doora closed, but not through the form of a legal process ; merely by petition of the 
party, which on being referred to the King's Remembrancer for inquiringand ascer- 
taining the facts, which he did by referring to the different offices, the Tax Oiffice, 
or the department in which the complaint was made, and having ascertained the 
fact, the Chief Baron and Baron either did relieve, or, as in most cases, found the 
cause of complaint a mistaken one. I believe the parties were^ generally speaking, 
very well satisfied at having had an opportunity of being heard. I always took care 
that they should be heard if they would come and state any thing themselves, and 
if the facts were disputed, they were required to be verified by affidavit ; that was 
seldom the case in these sort of cases. Another branch was that of disposing, for- 
the Crownj of the property which came to the Crown as the ultirmis karesy or by- 
escheat, a» in cases of bastardy. On finding; from the petitions of different persons 
who would have been entitled to it provided legitimacy had not intervened, and en- 
deavouring to dispose of it in the way the law would dispose of it, supposing they 
8ucceeded by a legitimate title ; reserving always some portion of that which had 
gone to Ihe Crown, for beneficial purposes ; and that portion which was adopted at* 
last was that which, if it had been succeeded to in the regular course of succession, 
would have been about the amount of the duty that the person succeeding, according 
to his affinity, would have had to have paid to the Crown. That, until then, bad 
never been thought of in Scotland, and also, I may say, had never been thought of 
in England. Not long after I was Chief Baron, it struck me, when we Were appor- 
tioning some property of this sort, that these people, receiving the bounty of the 
Crown, ought not to be put in a better situation than those receiving the property 
in the regular course of succession. On my metitioning it, it was adopted by the 
Barons of the Exchequer. I inquired, when I c^me to England, whether any such 
practice had taken place here ; and I found it hod not, but they had a scale of di- 
minution here. We adopted, generally speaking, the reduction I have mentioned. 
The duty of granting the propeity so devolved to the Crown in England is per- 
formed by the Lords of the Treasury. I happen to know from bein^/in offi^fte^iu^ 
30?. C 4, ' England, 
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England, that they always referred these cases to the Attorney-General or the 
King's Advocate. If there vfas any doubt about the question of law, of course 
they referred it ; but in ordinary distribution, that was done entirely through the 
medium of the Lords of the Treasury, who, generally speaking, adopted the recom* 
mendation of the law officers of the Crown. The law officers of the Crown bad 
nothing to do with this in Scotland. That was entirely disposed of by the Barons 
of the Exchequer (if I may use the phrase) as Lords. of the Treasury. The Lord 
High Treasurer is one of the constituent parts of the Court of Exchequer in Scot- 
land, as is well known to the Honourable Committee. This branch of our busipess 
sometimes requires a great deal of private investigation, by inquiries to be made by 
the King's Remembrancer, and calling on people to come and state their degrees of 
affinity* 

In those questions in which you have endeavoured to assimilate the succession of 
illegitimate to that of legitimate succession, you would inquire whether the party 
was domiciled in Scotland or not? — Certainly ; and in all those cases we adhered to 
the law of Scotland, except in some cases in which we deviated a little, if I may use 
the phrase, from purely charitable motives ; as in moveable property, through 
the medium of a mother, th^ children of the mother would not have taken any 
thing by the law of Scotland ; sometimes, in those cases where there appeared to 
be an extraordinary motive for some charitable allowance, then we did deviate from 
the law of Scotland ; but, generally speaking, that was the law by which we tdistri* 
buted all the property, and adhered to it in the same manner where the property 
that devolved to the Crown was real estate. • - . , 

We understand the most important part of the proper Judicial business of the Court 
was in trying informations for b.reach of the Revenue laws, exactions of penalties or 
forfeitures ? — Yes, or for recovery of duties, with this addition (though I do not 
recollect ever having tried a case of the sort) : actions brought against the officers 
of the Revenue for acts done in the execution of their office ; for the powers of the 
Court of Exchequer of Scotland being not only composed of some of the. remaining 
powers of the old Exchequer of Scotland, but having all the powers of the Court of 
Exchequer in England, we exercised this jurisdiction, about which, when I iii*st went 
to Scotland, there seemed some little doubt Suppose an action brought against ai> 
officer who has seized uncustomed goods, or what he supposed to be such, and the 
complainant brought the action either in the Court of Session or before the Sherifl^ 
we then exercised the power which from the earliest times has been exercised in 
Scotland, of saying this to the pursuer or the plaintiflf : *^ You shall not go on against 
this man, who has very likely committed blunders ; you shall not go on againat this 
man in another Court ; we enjoin you not to do that ; but bring your case here, and 
we will put you in a state of forwardness, in a precisely similar situation in which you 
would have stood in the Court of Session ; we bind the defendant to plead in jdue 
time, and so on ; you shall not go on in any other Court." There were one or two. 
instances in my time where an application of that sort was made, and the parties 
did not proceed with the action ; whether they found they had no ground to go on» 
or compensation was made to tbem, I do not know. One case was of considerable 
ioiportance, and the first that turned our attention to the point ; there was no doubt 
about the power of the Court of Exchequer in England, where it is a constant 
practice^ The Court of Session, or rather some of the Judges of the Court of 
Session, on that occasion asked me a little about it. I explained to them on what 
ground we had so decided, and enjoined the action. I believe they were satisfied ; 
there had been in early times a dispute between the Court of Session, and the Court 
q(. Exchequer on the subject, and it struck me they were both equally wrong in th^ 
principles on which they acted, or rather disputed. They said, V^ You, the Court of 
Exchequer, are proceeding to order us not to go on with this suit :'* — ** Well," said the 
Court of Exchequer, '^ you have no right to go on with this suit, hiasmpch asit coo^ 
cerns the collection of Revenue.'* But the Exchequer do not require the Court of 
Session not to go on, but they require the party not to proceed in the Court of 
Session; and, if the party does proceed in the Court of Session, he is subject to a 
cputemptof the Court of Exchequer. Precisely the same thing takes place ii> 
England, between the Court of Chancery and the Court of Common Law. Ther 
Cbftucellor says, ^' I prohibit you from going on at Common Law;** and if a man 
does go on in spite of that order, he is liable to be committed by the Court o£ 
Chancery. That is just the case between the Court of Exchequer in. Scotland, and 
th0 Court of Session; one Court is not all superior to the otiier, but they ane lii(>th' 
C<Hvt8 of co-ordinate jurisdiction, according .to the matters comiQg wi^n tl^ir 
^ • junsdiqtiott ; 
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jurisdictidD ; that is a'matter which; though it seldom arises, is a matter of cohsiddr- 
itble importance for the protection of officers of the Revenue. 
/Are you aware that any of those cases were ever argued and settled as to the 
point of competency of the Court of Session ? — Certainly not during the time I was 
there, but there are cases in the books. My dealing in Scotch Law is very small 
indeed. I know there are casea in which the Court of Session has at different 
times refused to proceed in these actions, and said, *^ Go to the Exchequer." I recol'- 
Itct one of the Reports in Morrison's Cases. There was one case of considerable 
t^ontest, which seemed to me to create almost a paper war. It was a great while 
ago, and is the same case to which I alluded when I said I thought fc^th Courts 
were^ wrong. They did not seem to me to understand the principle^ that the 
Exchequer only enjoined the party not to go on. 

' Do you know whether an action for damages against a revenue officer for excess, 
or improper conduct, has been actually proceedcMd with, and a decree against such 
officer obtained in the Court of Session?— I do not know that, but I will not 
undertake to say there may not be such in the books. I think I can say there was 
DO such case in my time, for I think the officers of the Revenue would have ap- 
pKed by the Lord Advocate to stay the proceedings. The case I alluded ito, as 
one in which the party was ordered not to proceed in the Court of Session, might 
have been pursued so as to raise the question. It was an action against Admiral 
OUMy, and some of his crew, for taking certain persons on the coast, who I think 
they said were foreigners, and imprisoning them. In that case the matter was 
COBsitiered by my learned brothers and myself. The pursuer did not come into the 
Exchequer; it never was tried there, and I believe it was compromised. There 
is another part of the jurisdiction of the Court of Exchequer, which is judicial, 
and which is to a certain degree important. In laying informations before the 
magistrates for penalties for Post-horse Duty, or other duties, it sometimes hap- 
pens that the magistrates, under a mistaken notion of the law, have said, ^^ This is not 
a competent prosecution ; you do not come in time, or you have not had permission 
from the Commissioners of the Stamp Office to pursue this information -^ and in 
consequence ' of the magistrates below having convicted in one case, an appeal 
being made to the Quarter Se9sion under the Statutes, the objection was taken, 
and the Justices of Quarter Session construed the law so as to decide it was 
not a competent information. That was a pure question of law. The party, who 
I think was the lessee of the Post-horse Duty, came to the Court of Exche- 
quer for an order on the Court of Quarter Session to hear the evidence, and to 
decide on the case. It was not to tell them how they were to decide, but that 
they were to hear the case, and to decide it ; it was in the nature of a mandamus 
to the Court of Quarter Session or the Justices to hear. After some considerable 
argument, neither myself nor my learned brothers had any doubt on the subject 
The Court of Exchequer in England hus the same power, though it is not often 
resorted to, because the Court of King*s Bench, from its superintending power, is 
the general resort for a mandamus to compel the Justices to hear. 

Is not the removal of causes from inferior magistrates by certiorari one of the 
duties? — ^Yes; the removal of convictions, when they relate to mere matters of 
Beyenue, into the Exchequer ; on which removal we do not decide at all upon the 
facts disputed, but only on what appears on the face of the conviction as a question 
of law, preciselv as the King's Bench decide in England on any decision of the 
magistrates which is removed by certiorari into that Court. There are other 
matters that may be considered judicial, which have been lately cast on the Court 
of Exchequer in consequence of the Act of Parliament of Sir William Rae ; I mean 
applications to the Exchequer on the subject of the common good of the boroughs. 
\i is quite a novel proceeding, but I think, from what I sieiw, it was useful. I think 
it was extreniely useful in this way, that it prevented persons, every now and then, 
dnd perhaps without foundation, from finding a great deal of fault when there was 
no fault' to find ; and when they were satisfied they had a tribunal to which they 
Could come to have matters investigated, they took the pains to investigate thetti 
for themselves, and often found there was no cause of complaint where they had 
previously fancied there was. We had some few of these cases before us, and in 
Si^veral of' them we found that there was more of fancy, generally speaking, in the 
grievance com()lained of than reality. In sonie others some small matters did 
arise, but lifter investigating the accounts* 6f one borough, it poisitively became a 
quesH^) whether the revenue of the borough had not been exceeded, b^ granting 
a-nfeiv pair of boots every ^ear.- There, was a case of . £dinburgb.{4 
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cannot exactly jecdlectthe qwstion) tMaro^e on tbe.aMDi»ats,.bqt I :know H m 
rather an important question, and there wi^ Qsdifferenice of opinion in the Court; 
whether we all four ultimately agreed I»do not recpUect ; , that tyas .a qy?stion yery 
fit and proper to be investigayted. • 

I understand you to say, generally j that .tl^re was, not a great d^eal of additioisial 
buainess actually thrown into the Court in cona^quence pf that Act? — No j ther^ 
was some*. 

You think the chief b^m^t of that. tribunal beipg appointed was, that it sppt 
pressed useless and Idle GomplaiQ|tsr?-^That was one g;i:eat benefit ; for most of the 
cases brought before us died away;, why^ Ido not know. At the same time they 
were all investigated by ua whilst they were before us, but no ultimate decision was 
called for. 

Are there any other matters of proper judicial business that occur to you, besides 
those -you have mentioned, that occupy the time of the Court ?-rTThe.app^s. from 
the decisions of the Commissioners oi Supply, which come to the Exchequer^ go 
to the Judges in England in private ; and of these there are a good many ; in Scotr 
land they generally come befoie. the Court ; these are deeded on the face. of. the 
papers returned to the Court, who do not investigate the facts, except sometime^ 
wh^n the facts are not very clearly stated, and then it is referred back again for fiir- 
ther information. 

What would you say was the most important of the great bulk of the judicial 
business of the Court of Exchequer in Scotland ?-rThe most important, I should 
say, was the decisions on the recovery of the King's debts, and penalties ; because 
the King derives from his hereditary revenue considerable and important right3p 
which, though seldom necessary to be enforced by law, are matterjs of coosiderabk 
importance. 

At wliose instance are the informations for the penalties and the recovery of 
duties gienerally filed ?-7-The Solicitors, I believe^ of the different jBoards, which is 
t^e case idso in England. The Attorney-G^i^ml it) England knows nothing about 
the matter till the information is instituted or filed, 

' Then it is the Board of Excise and Customs^ and the Board of Taxes? — ^Yes ; 
and the lessee of the Post-horse Doty is the person ^ho institutes suits for him^* 
lelf, by the same process. ' 

In point of fac^ it is at the instance of the Boards, that are entirely transferred 
to London ?'— The Solicitor remains in Scotland, as he did before^ and for any 
penalty incurred in Scodand; or any debt incurred in Scotland, the proceeding 
must be instituted in Scotland, ais it was before. 

But would there be any great injury, or might nPt there be some convenience, 
that such cases should be tried by the Court of Exchequer in England, instead of 
in Scotland?-^! should think much inconvenience; you would have to bring the 
fitnesses fcom far. 

If the facts could be tried in Scotland, and the law be applied in England r — My 
notion is, that the Court who tried the fact should be those who apply the law ; for 
you must apply the law as you are going on trying the fact ; unless where you get fac^ 
found in the shape of a special verdict ; but eveh in advising what must be th^ 
special verdict, your mind must travel with the law, as applied to the fact, in order 
to see what question is necessary to be raised into a question of law. I do not see 
very well how a Court could treat a case, without the consideration of what law ii 
applicable to the facts before them. 

The Court of Exchequer in ^gland would be familiar with the law of Revenue t 
•^Most certainly. In the Court of Exchequer in Scotland, when questions arose on 
l^evenue matters, we did not feel ourselves bound exactiy to conform to this law a^ 
decided in England, unless we agreed with the decision; we always consulted. the, 
law boolcs of the Exchequer in England, to see what had been decided in every 
case either similar in principle or by analogy to the case before us. In order tq 
enforce the law, you must have process from the Court that gives the judgment, 
■Jhen you must have process from England to enforce the penalty of the law iri 
^cotiand ; and then if there was any irregularity, or any reason to coniplain in the 
course of the proceedings, you must come to England for the purpose of having the 
point of practice decided here, and the order made,* and so oq. 

Have you seen the Bill on which this Committee is sitting? — I have not 
* The quesljona of penalty apd debt are tried by a Jjury^ in p^espnce of the whole 
'C«art?r-Yc»i,tbei:e is m doubt as, far as relatesj jq. trvipg thfi issue, I pould try* it 
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ftf myself bat for my particular !nfiilnity ; and I would not hate trusted myown ^fn 
lo try a cause alone upon any consideration. 

Is it requisite thkt the whole Court should preside at the trial of an issud, when, 
as your Lordship knows, the issue here is always tried under the presidency of It 
^in^le Judge? — ^The Court here, that is, in Scotland, gits- in the same way ad in 
England when an issue at Bar, as they call it, is tried. They never found it necessary 
in Scodand to have a writ of Nisi Prius to try it by one Judge. That waS never 
«ietess3iry,*as the Court always' sat at Edinburgh in one i^sce. I a>uld have sat 
and tried the causes while the Other Barons were attending ta tht othei> busineiss of 
the Court. That was often the case with undefended causes before my tmn^.^ 
I fMndTrom my natural infirmity, thAt I c6uld not trust itayself even with unde- 
fended causes ; therefore I required the assistance of my learned brothers, who were 
always extremely kind — bt least of one, sometimes of • two or three; and ih some 
iSil^es, ^ritere the question was a little difficult, I should hate been sorry if I had not? 
bad dfe assbtance of all the Barons. 

Your Lordship knows that in this country the issue is always tried by a single 
JTudge, thougjh there is the power of having it tried by the whole Court in cermin 
extraordinary Cases ? — No doubt about that, and as well tried. ' 

l!)uring the whole time you were one of the law officers of the Crown of thfs 
country, do you ever recollect a trial at Bar, by four Judges, for tlie decision of any 
Revenue cause?— Certainly not; if any question of Jaw arose before the single 
iudge, of course he would reserve the question of law for the opinion of the Court;* 
or when the question was of some difficulty, he would recommend a case to be 
made of it, or a special verdict, to carry it to another Court ; and in Scodan(^ 
whenever a question of nicety or difficulty arose, sometimes on the Legacy Duty 
Act, or some other, the Solicitors on each side, under the advice of their Counsel, 
consented to have special verdicts tai^en, that it might be afterwards argued before 
us at the Bar. That was a inuch more convenient way, though sitting as four, than 
having the question decided on a sudden. Then if* any difficulty arose^ or they 
were dissatisfied with our judgment, they might bring it immediately, by writ of 
error, to the House of Lords. In one case, where the opinion of the Judges was 
divided, and we were two and two, I 5aid, if the Lord Advocate would assure me 
that he would cariy the case to the House of Lords to have the law settled, f 
would withdraw my opinion, and give judgment against my opinion. In 'that I fol- 
lowed the example of a great and able Judge in England, (Mr. Justice Heath, of 
the Common Pleas) who in a case of great importance withdrew his opinion, arid 
gave judgment against it 

Is there any thin^ else that occurs to you to mention to the Committee as con- 
stititing any part of the Judicial business of the Court ?— It does not occur to me* 

The Act of Parliament says, the revisal of signatures shall take pl4u:e in^the Cburt 
of Exchequer? — Certainly ; but I dp pot consider that, a Judicial part of the busi- 
ness, though to be performed by the Barons. According to the tenure of land in 
, Scotlaiid, that is a matter of great importance, and to be done with a great deal 
of accuracy. On the practical part of that I can say nothing, because fit the fir^t 
institution of the Court tiie Chief Barop was an English lawyer i therefore suppose4 
to know nothing of Scotch tenure or conveyancing, and he has nothing to do witl} 
the revision of signatures. At the same time it is very important to be attended tq 
by those who are the Judges of the Court; they sit down over the table with, the 
Solicitor^ in order to compare, the whole grant or charter with that which is desijred 
to be renewed to the subsequent purchaser, to ascertain .that no advantage is ta^en, 
and nothing more granted by the Crown than formerly belonged to it ; and also to 
see that the rent or other due to the Crown is secured ; for when any thing new if 
granted, the Barons cannot grant without the approbation of the Lord High Trea- 
surer. This revision of signatures is a duty important to be performed) and of 
which every Term we had a great many ; sometimes fewer than at other times^ 
lyhen the signatures were, carefully revis^ by the Scotch Barons, the parties came; 
into Court on the last day of Term, and surrendered the lands into the King's band, 
who grants ^em out immediately, the Barons taking care that the proper fine, whicfa^ 
is small, is regularly and properly paid and secured. 

' The performance of tiiat duty is limited to the la5t day of Term ?*^Merely the 
surrender. 

But the examination of the signatures ?—Twa or three days of the Term ara 
id ways occupied in thait duty; sometime^ my brother Barons were engaged a whol^ 

307. D 2 morning, 

Digitized by 



The Right ffc^. 
SitS.SAepkerk. 

rSFebraary, 



Google 



28 



MINUTES OF EVIDENCE BEFORE GOMMITTEE 



TbefliglitHon. 
Sir S. Shepherd. 

16 Febrnaryi 



morning, and sometimes more, and. Uiei> the next dayi I think two or three days 
before the end of the Term was allotted for this purpose. 

. On the last day of Term the form is gone through ? — Yes, after the signature has 
been revised and settled, and signed by the Baron, who, with the Solicitors on each 
side> has examined it;, then the party comes into Court and resigns the land, and 
then the signature is signed by the whole Court. That I thinic was, a duty always 
performed by three Barons, that of receiving the surrender. 1 do not know thatit 
is absolutely necessary it should be performed by three, but it has been always so 
done. Once we were in an awkward predicament as to how we could muster three 
Barons, for two of our learned brothers were ill. , . , 

Have you any means from notes, or exact recollection, of being able to state to 
the Committee what was the portion of time generally consumed in a Term or a 
year in the Judicial business, Uie particulars of which you have specified ?— I have 
not ; I have no notes or papers that would lead me to a calculation ; sometime^ 
they occupied more time and sometimes less. I ought to state this on the subject 
of Uie undefended causes. I thought it my duty, in the first place, and found it 
necessary, for the purpose of satisi^ing the Scotch Juries, to attend quite as much 
to an undefended cause for penalties as I did to those that were defended ; and I am 
not quite sure that sometimes I did not more; therefore they took a considerable 
degree of time. I always took down evidence, and always stated it to the Jury. 
I thought a Scotch Jury would not be satisfied by my saying, ^^ This, Gentlemen, is 
an undefended cause, and the case is clearly proved.^* I know that is often done 
in England, but the Scotch Juries would not be satisfied with it. The principle of 
evidence was, that one witness, if believed, was enough. I always stated that was 
the law of the Revenue of Scotland, but not in the administration of the law of 
other Courts. 

Though you are not able to specify with exactness the quantity of time consumed 
in Judicial business, can you give the Committee any idea of the proportion of the 
time of the Barons, consumed either in Judicial business or in Treslsury or other 
business not Judicial ? — I should be very glad if I could, but indeed I cannot tell. 

Can you say generally which department consumed the most time in the whole? 
— As far as relates to the Court, I should think the Judicial business, taking it 
altogether, consumed the most ; 1 rather think so. 

Do you allude to the time which the Barons sat in Court ; the whole of the 
business, both at chambers and otherwise, of course, was imperative, and took them 
from other avocations, and that ought to go into the estimate of the time P-^-Then 
probably the other business of the Court would consume the most time. The in- 
quiries, the ascertainment of facts, and so on, made by the King's Remembrancer^ 
either for the purpose of answering letters from the Lords of the Treasury, or for 
other purposes, when it became necessary to ascertain facts. 

There are'four Terms fixed for the Exchequer sittings ?^ -Yes. 

How many days in the week did you sit ; every day ? — We sat four days in the 
week, sometimes five. 

Was Monday generally, or occasionally? — Occasional; Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Thursday, and Friday were the four days on which we sat ; it was necessary we 
should meet every day of those four days, if we did not sit long ; for petitions or 
applications might come to the King's Remembrancer office, of which we did not 
know until we came into Court. 

What time did the Court generally meet ? — Eleven o*clock. 
' How long generally did they continue sitting? — Generally till two; sometimes, 
very often in trying causes, a great deal later; seven, eight, or nkie o'clock at night. 
Our ordinary hours were eleven o'clock, and generally speaking, unless we had some- 
thing to detain us longer, we rose at two. 

Had you never occasion to meet out of Term ? — Yes, sometimes, on complaints 
made on the conduct of tax-gatherers or assessors, when it became necessary to 
investigate their conduct, and to see whether they ought to be suspended or<]ismissed| 
which the Court had the power to do. If it was matter that required immediate 
attention, we did that out of Term, which was not very often ; but sometimes we 
did meet out of Term, in consequence of correspondence with the Treasury, for issuing 
precepts for money for building or other grants. 

'. .Was that a part of. the duty of the«Court of Exchequer, to give redress against 
the conduct of Revenue officers complained of by the subjects of Scotland? — Cer- 
itainly.. ^ We considered that by the Statute passed at the Union, we had a general 
jurisdiction over all Revenue officers in Scotland ; and whenever a complaint wias 
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made to U8, we immediately sent tf notice to the Board of Commisaji^ners of sucb The Bifcbt'HAii. 
a complaint, requesting tbey would be good enough to send for their officers fmd ^'^^* SitfkenL 
examine into it, and they did so. We received their report, in answer { and we could^ "^ 
. if there had been necessity, have suspended them. And as to the Board of Taxes^ ^ j^'a ^'^^ 
we. several times did suspend and remove, in consequence of improper conduct. 
These investigations were sometimes matters of great importance. I believe tbcf 
powers exercised by the Court of Exchequer in Scotland were very useful in 
ieeping men in order in the lower department^ in the collection of taxes ; for they 
knew their conduct would be diligently looked into, and that they would be either 
suspended or lose their situations, if they misconducted themselves. 

Were there, in your time, any cases argued on special verdict, that were of that 
importance that required several days to hear Counsel in them ? — Certainly, there 
were several. Very few cases were ever reduced to special verdicts, which did 
Dot appear to me to involve very considerable difficulties in coming to a right con- 
clusion on them, in point of law ; they did not happen very often, but I never had 
more occasion to apply my mind, with anxiety, to the consideration of any cases, 
than I had to them. 

Did you ever know an instance in which an undefended cause falied on the part 
o( the prosecutor? — Yes, I have. I recollect some one or two, in M-hich I re- 
member stopping the cause, and sayings I did not think the Crown had made out 
a. case ; either from some doubt as to the facts, or from thinking there was some 
point of law that the defendant was entitled to the advantage. We heard a dcr 
feadant plead his own cause ; but, of course, we took care to prevent the defends 
ant stating facts, unless he had some good witnesses to prove them. 

You told us you had occasion to explain to the Jury the English law ? — I never 
called it English law ; I said that was the Scotch law tor the last hundred years. 
, The forms were English ? — Yes ; and the rules of evidence. 

Did it appear to you that the Counsel and all concerned look to the Bench and 
the Chief Bieu-on for guidance on these questions r — They did me the honour to do 
so ; and I took care to sute the grounds of my opinion, in order that they might 
have an opportunity of objecting to it. There is one part of the Judicial business 
that b important to be attended to ; I mean the granting fiats for Extents. 

Questions have occasionally occurred, on Writs of Extent, of considerable diffi- 
culty? — Yes, sometimes. The Act of Parliament, passed in 57th George the 
Third, for regulating the mode of granting Extents, was certainly a very wise Act, 
to prevent the Extent being made tbe means of oppression for private purposes. 

Have the goodness to state to the Committee generally the nature of the Mini- 
sterial duties, either as Lords of the Treasury or otherwise, which the Barons have ta 
perform in addition to their judicial office f — The first that would occur to me to 
mention is, their having presented every quarter a list of the establishment. It is 
made from what is called the Civil List in Scotland, and that part of the establish- 
ment payable out of the Consolidated Fund, and seeing they are regularly stated and 
ascertained, for the purpose of being sent to the Lords of the Treasury. Then or^ 
ilie subject of grants of money made under Acts of Parliament, the law requires 
that within a certain number of days after the beginning of every Session of Par^^ 
liament, an account of such grants shall be sent up to be brought before the House 
of Commons. Among these there are a certain class, which are annual compensa- 
tions for some of the offices that have lately been reduced in their emoluments, in 
consequence of the new regulations in the Court of Session. As to many of these, 
the Barons had powers given them, in conjunction with the Lords of the Treasury,, 
of awarding a life-rent compensation to particular officers. With these there was 
DO difficulty after they were originally settled. With the other, where the compen^ 
sation was to remain according to the diminution, as they must vary every year, 
they of course came to be inquired into every year. Some of those we inquiied into, 
required only to be certified by the Lord President ; others it was necessary to enfar 
intoi and haVe verified on oath, in order that we might inform the Treasury the 
amount required to be paid to the particular officer for diminution of income that 
'year. Thi?, as soon as it is settled by. order of the Barons, is transmitted to the 
Lords of the Treasury, there being a provision in the Act of Parliameat, that no 
grant shall be carried into effect until a given number of months after a copy has 
been laid on ihe table of the House of Commons. This cannot be called Judicial, 
as it was part of the business done with the. Lords of die Treasury* Another part 
of tbe< busmess arose from time to time, from persons applying to the Lords of the 
.Treasuify for redress in particular cases. Whenever that was the,case,the Lords .pf 
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the Treasury always wrote to the Barons of the Ejtehequer, desiring they would in- 

SUtref and report to them th^ result of such inquiry; sometiTnes also desiring the 
^rons would report to tbeih the facts of the case; with' their opinion on them. This 
very frequently folrmed a- verj' considerable portion df our duties. ' * ^ 

• These were remits from the Treasury to enter into the meVits of applications and 
m€hiU)iials presented to the Lords of the Treasury ? — Exiactly so. 

In the application for the grants of public money, was any communication made^ 
to the Barons in regard to them ? — Almost all the grants for public rtioney were 
remitted to the Barons, for the purpose of reporting on theni. Somethnes the 
applications were made originally to us ; the answer always got from the King's 
Remembmncer was, that the application must be made to the Londs of the Treasury, 
as k could not be done by the Barons without the sanction of the Lord High- 
Treasurer. 

When there were grants made of public money, was it part of the duty of the 
Court of Exchequer to see those grartts applied? — As far as they could. There was 
a grant made for the repairs of Holyrood House. The Court always called for the 
accounts of how much had been expended, and I believe they were most correctly 
and honourably certified by the architect, and ^bo beforehand as to the amount of 
the estimate of the expenditure. 

Was the grant to Saint Giles's church made in year time ? — Whether it was 
ultimately made in my time I do not recollect, but it was a good deal a miatter of 
discussion and correspondence as to what extent the grant shotild be made, and 
as to the applicadon of it ; whether it should be merely for keeping in repair tlie 
exterior of the church, or whether any part should be expended on the interior. It 
was the intention of the Lords of the Treasury that it should be for the exterior * 
of the church. 

In all those cases, when yOu made a Report on such remits, either for the grant 
bt application df public money in Scotland, are the Committee to understand that 
the Bairons personally made the inquiries, or were they made by ahy othef 
officers? — By the King's Remembrancer^ and generally so certified ty him, that ii; 
very seldom happened that we found it at all necessary to make any further inquiry ; 
but we very frequently did. 1 really only do justice to the Kings' Remembrance^ ' 
when I say, that he is one of the best officers I ever saw in the course of my life. 
Doubts sometimes suggested themselves to him, and he wished we should see the 
King's architect or others, and investigate it ourselves. 

You always examined the Report, and satisfied yourselves of its accuracy ?— Yes ; 
not only was it always read tons by the Kings Remembrancer, but we frequently 
had considerable conversation with him for the purpose of being perfectly sa^sfie^ 
how the fact was. . • 

But the detail of the investigation was undertaken by him? — Yes, we had np. 
other means exactly of investigating it. It is like referring a fact to a Master ii^ 
Chancery. . 

Had you any trouble as to the Sheriffs' accounts ? — Sometimes. The Sheriffs' ac* 
counts were settled by the Lord Treasurer, not in the King's Remembrancer's departr 
ment^ al^ough be attended a good deal to it. It frequently happened, that. there 
ware disputes on what should be allowed and disallowed, and the .Lord Treasurer's 
Remembrancer always came to the Court whenever that was the case, or the Sheriiflb 
th^mselv^s applied,^ That bripgs to my recollection, that an.alteration took place 
^whep I was there in this rcispect. The Scotch Sberiffn were put to very consider, 
able inconvenience at times, in being under the necessity of making, advances out . 
of their own funds before their accounts were finally closed. This was considered 
as a grievance by the Sherifis ,* a representation was piade to the Treasury in consor 
quence. They also thought it a ^rievancef and the Lords < of the Treasury wrote . 
to tbe Barons, authorizing theA> tomake.advancesi to the Sheriffs of the different 
counties to go oa with their business^ which sums were to be accounted for by the 
Sheriffs. ' 

Tbe Committee wish to be informed, whether the Barons examine into tbe^ 
details, of the accounts rendered for tbe mana^ment of the estates belonging to the 
Crown in Scotland, and how often those accounts were rendered by the Interim ^ 
Chamberlains, as they are called ?-r-I cannot say. , 

There is the Chamberlain of Ettrick Forest, a^emeSne belonging to the CroWn, 
who receives a certain salary ; ean you state to the Committee what duti^, to joiit 
kaawledge, that individual performs?-**! cannot exactly state;- 1 take it that the 

Chamberlain 



Digitized by 



Google 



ON^ EXCHEQUER eOUilTCSCaTt AND) BILL, ' 



3^' 



Chambqrkia of Ettrick Forest must receive whatever Revenues arrive to the Cro^va 
fpoiD Kttrick' Forest 

Does your Lords^p recollect that in January 1827 the Barons of the Exchequer 
recommeDded the pajonent of a salary of 300 A ai year to the Chamberlain of Ettriok 
Forest? — I cannot recollect. ... 

Can your Lordship recollect who were the collectors of the dues belonging to, the 
Crown from the Archbisboprick of Saint Andrew's, and in wbi^t way bi^ accouuta 
were^ submitl^ to the Court ?— I cannot recollect who the pens<Hi9 were, or in wJbaik 
way the accounts were submitted. . t . 1 . 

Afie the ) accounts of the Chamberlains of the Royal Domains also seM to an 
oflScer (tf the Courts such as the Kine^s Remembrancer? — Yes, I believe every 
account of the King's Revenue in Scodand comes before the dicers of the Court 
of Exchequer, before the King's Remembrancer, or the. Lord Treasurer's Remem- 
brancer, in whichever depaitment they happen to fall . 

These accounts are ultimately certified by the Bar^s ? — They are. 

In affixing their certificate to them, do the Barons inquire into the triith of the 
E^KNTt to t^ Remembrancer, except when their attention is called by any statement 
of doubt or difficulty ? — They do not inquire.' 

Do you consider the duty as properly a Ministerial one^ rather than Judicial? — ^ 
I do consider it more Af inisterial. 

. . Are the Committee to understand that the Barons do not inquire or look into 
any of the details of these accounts, unless where some points are submitted for 
their observation by. the Accountant? — Generally speaking, they do not 

. If a salary be fixed to a particular c^cer, of several hundreds a year, do the 
Barons act ministerially in fixing that salary ? — Certainly not^ If the Barons 
recommended, which I take it for granted they did, after what has been stated, ia 
18:27, the 300/. a year, it must have been on a reference from the Treasury, in^ 
consequence of some application to the Treasury. I do not recollect the circum^ 
stance at all. They never could have dope that in any shape but as on a reference 
firom the Treasury. They could not perform such an act as that without tfao 
sanction of the Lord High Treasurer. There was a peculiarity about EtUrick 
Forest and Dunbar Forest, the particulars of which I cannot recollect If the 
books of the Court of Exchequer in Scotland were here, by reference to then» 
every thing of that sort would appear, and every inquiry be answered in.a moment* 
I never saw books more regularly kept in my life* 

Is there any other branch of the Treasury or Ministerial duties which you think 
it proper to state to the Committee, besides those you have already mentioned? 
Vou have gone over the quarterly accounts, and also the Sheriffs' accounts ; the 
accounts of the Chamberlains, and such matters as appeals from taxes, and letters 
and orders from the Ti;easury ; is there any other business of the description to 
which these belong that occupies any considerable portion of the attention of the 
^ons ? — Whenever an application is made to the Treasury from Scotland, wiiaUi 
ever the subject-matter, the Lords of the Treasury, I believe, uniformly transmitted 
it to the Barons for the purpose of inquiry. I believe so ; but (here must be a great 
variety of matters, the particulars of which I do not recollect, ' 

Jn the Return before the House, there appears a great reduction of the number of 
cfises tried, from the time when you began to preside; can you give any explanation 
oif that?*— 'I can give no reason for that, because I know nothing about the cases ta 
be tried, until they come into Court Whether the Revenue may be benefited by 
that or not, I cannot undertake to say ; this might be one reason, for aught I know ; 
but it is a mere conjecture. For aught I know, as the magistrates became more 
used to the decision of tliese cases, they might perhaps decide them better ; not 
better than the Court of Exchequer, but more conveniently for the public, and at 
less expense* There was sometimes a little difficulty, not from want of integrity 
m the magistrates; but there was a litde difficulty in getting the magistrates, on som^ 
occasicms, to do exactly what was necessary for the protection of the Revenue. 
It sometimes happened that the penalties they inflicted were so very small, that \t 
becfime a question of profit and loss with the illicit distiller, or with other persons 
brought before the magistrates, whether the profit was not greater, taking the cbaned 
of a gonvictioiv than their not cdntinuing this ^ecies of trade. There was one 
particular instance, no matter in what county, where this practice prevailed at one 
period of time to a very great extent : when the case came before me,. I certainly 
thought that the law officers of the Crown in Scotland had brought a case beford 
thq Court of Exchequerv which, if. the ma^trates. had done tteir duty a* they 
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ought to have done, was not right or proper for the law officers of the Crown to 
have brought to the Court of Exchequer; but they did it by way of example, and 
it had its effect. In consequence of what passed on that trial, I believe the gentle- 
men of the county were quite satisfied of the evil they did by not putting the law 
properly in force, not very strictly, but so as to deter breaches of the Kevenue Laws 
from taking place. I can most truly say, that I do not think I ever saw, in the 
course of the time I was in Scotland, any case brought before the Court of Exche- 
quer for prosecution, that I did not think was most property brought; never. And 
I remember, in the case I just alluded to, saying, that had it not been for what had 
passed in a particular county, the bringing such trifling cases before the Court of 
Exchequer would be wrong; but I could not help thinking that the law offic6rs of 
the Crown would not have done their duty if they had not brought that case before 
the Court of Exchequer. I know, from letters which I got afterwards, that I gave 
great offence by what I said. • Although a list of the gentlemen who had presided* 
was laid before me, I turned it down, and said, I was determined I would not see 
the name of any one person in the list. V. 

: Was there any case came before you of the magistrates refusing to hold Courts^ 
of Revenue at all ? — I think there was ; I think it was in this case that that 
question came before me ; I think not in the shape of actual complaint, but it was 
so stated that there was no doubt of the existence of the fact. 

Are you aware that there was any change in your time of the mode in which the 
Solicitors of the Board were paid for their duty ? — In my time there was. • • 

How were they paid originally?— When I first went to Scotland the solicitors 
were paid by fees; after I went to Scotland the Solicitors were paid by salary. 
When I say this, I do not wish it to be supposed that they would lessen their 
exertions because they were paid by salary. Whatever I saw done by the Solicitors 
of the Excise and Customs appeared extremely well done, and industriousfy«d6ne 
in cases where there required a great deal of industry to bring the case before the 
Court; but when I first went to Scotland, I am sure the Solicitors were remune^ 
rated by fees for all Judicial business ; they had a salary for what was called- the 
House business, i. e. the private advice they gave to the Commissioners. 

You did not make it your duty to inquire as to the practice of compounding 
cases ?^ — That we never did. 
. As Chief Baron you had no occasion to do that ? — No. 

You were Counsel for the Crown in England a considerable time? — Yes, I was/ 

Of course you had a good deal of employment in Revenue cases? — From < the 
time I was made Solicitor-General I attended tlie Court of Exchequer constantly, 
and all the time I was Attorney-General, 

I ' Can you say^ whether it was^ the practice in the English Exchequer for the 
Boards to compound a considerable number of cases that might have been brought 
forward for trial ? — Certainly ; they were always compounded when they were 
brought into Court, by the Solicitors stating to the Attorney or Solicitor General 
what was offered. In a great -many cases the composition was very fit and neces-^ 
sary, as for instance^ from the way in which acts of Pariiament are worded, »the^ 
same transaction would have involved a man perhaps in five or six penalties. In 
the case of a maltster for shifting his malt without notice, for watering his malt, or 
{putting it on the kiln without notice ; it is all one transaction of making malt; but 
for each of these acts he is liable to a separate penalty of 100 /. or 200 /. Whenever 
that sort of case was brought forward, it struck me that one penalty was quite 
enough to recover against the man, unless it was shown he had been doing some- 
thing for which he ought to be visited witli extreme punishment ; for although the 
Act of Parliament has divided it into a different number of offences, that you may 
catch him in one, in tnith it is only one transaction. 

The Revenue Board have the power of compounding before the cases are 
brought into Court, and exercised that power? — I suppose they take the adviceH>f 
their Solicitors. These previous acts are never laid before the Attorney or Solicitor 
General. . , . 

* The defendant cannot recover costs in Scotland, in the Court of Exchequer, can 
he?— No. ... 

' . Might not that circumstance influence defendants, in compounding cases,^ who- 
have a good defence? — I should doubt that. 

By the proposed Bill, you will see it is intended, that the jurisdiction of the 
Court of Exchequer should hereafter be executed by one Judge of the Court of 
Session ; does it appear to^you, that that will form a fit tribunal for the performance 
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of that duty ? — It is a question of opinioo I hardly feel myself competent to an-< 
swer ; but my notion certainly is that it is not. i 

Will you state the reasons that occur to you, on which that opinion is founded^ 
— My grounds for that opinion are these : the Revenue Law of Scotland, and thef 
tnode of proceeding under the Revenue Law of Scotland, is as different from the^ 
law as administered by the Court of Session, both in its rules of evidence, and in its' 
principles, and its moide of proceeding, (for they are almost all positive principles, 
founded on Acts of Parliament, and also on English law) as any two systems of law 
€an>be. I, an English lawyer, should have thought myself quite as competent,' 
ivhich is being perfectly incompetent, to have gone and taken my place as a Judge^ 
of the Court of Session, when I went from here to Scotland, as I should think* 
a Lord af Session would be to take the presiding power in the Court of Exchequer 
in Scotland, with this disadvantage too, that being a single Judge, it is not like being 
made a member of a Court where there are learned lawyers already, under whom, 
if I may use the phrase (I do not mean it improperly) he may serve for a certain^ 
time a degree of apprenticeship. He comes perfectly into a new situation ; to* 
new duties, of which he never thought before. I should say he is perfectly unin- 
formed, except as a man who is a good lawyer in Scotch law, or in English law, 
may be said to have a sort of judicial head, which will receive instruction more 
readily than a man perfectly ignorant of all general law. That is my notion ;^ 
I may be wrong. The Court of Exchequer in Scotland had grown up in its prac-» 
tice under the auspices of two English Judges ; because at the time of the Union,- 
or just after, the Lord Chief Baron of the Court of Exchequer of Scotland had- 
been one of the Barons of the Court of Exchequer in England. To him was 
associated another English Baron, I think Mr. Baron Scroop, who was what was 
called the English Baron. The Chief Baron was an English lavvyer ; the English 
Baron was also an English lawyer, llie educated Scotch lawyers were called the 
Scotch Barons ; the other three, in conjunction with these two, learnt the Reve- 
nue law, which was then introduced, for the first time, into Scotland : this went* 
on until the time of Chief Baron Montgomery, the first Scotch Chief Baron, and 
the predecessor of Chief Baron Dundas. At this lime, there was a very expe- 
Vienced, and sensible, and a very good English lawyer, who was the English Baron ; 
I mean Baron Norton : he was a Baron of the Court of Exchequer before Mont- 
gomery wad made Chief Baron, and might (I will not say teach) but assist Mont- 
gomery, when he first became Chief Baron. I hope nobody will suppose that* 
! undervalue the intelligence of the Scotch lawyers; no man has a higher regard 
for them than myself. The two years that I sate with Baron Norton, I thought 
him an extremely good lawyer, and a very good English lawyer. If he had not 
read much law in the latter part of his time, he had acquired a good stock in the' 
tarly part of his time, and he seemed to me to have forgotten none of it. Chief 
Baron Montgomery was succeeded by Dundas, who had the benefit of an able* 
English lawyer,- Baron Norton, who was in the Court during the whole of his time. 
Alter Chief Baron Dundas, 1 had the honour and the good fortune to be appointed 
Cfei^f Baron of Scotland. Then Baron Norton died, and there was a Scotch- 
feiwyer appointed. 

• Yoii are aware that your two immediate predecessors were Scotch lawyers ; are 
you, aware that neither of them was in the Court of Exchequer judicially, until 
ihey were put at the head of the Court?— Not judicially; they had both been 
Lord Advocate. 

. Tl{^t situation necessarily implies, 4hat they conducted all questions in the 
Exchequer on one side ? — Certainly. ^ j 

6f course the Chief Baron takes the main lead in all cases ; he tries the causes ?, 
-r-He does ;, he tries the causes, but with the assistance of the other Baions, whi?h, 
wilb^espect to myself, was a most important assistance, for nothing should. havto^ 
induced me to sit and try even an undefended cause after I had once tried to do so, 
aiid found I could not do it by myself. I made the previous inquiry when the office, 
uras first pointed out to me. But for the personal defect which I laboured under, 
I believe 1 could have sat and tried those causes as well by myself as the Chief 
Barim in England, or any En^ish Judge at Nisi Prius^ ^ At the same time, the 
aiiting together oftentimes prevented us from doing that which has been donp when 
silling alone, reserving questions of law for the opinion of the Court afterwards ; 
liecause although the maltei* might not be of such moment a^.to create a deal of . 
doubt, yet w hen we had an Opportunity to ask one another's, opinion, we did not- 
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SktS.Bikfkw^. reserve qoestions, untess on ^special case, or on a special yerdict, to go to the Hoqsi^ 
■ ■■ n .. 1, .. of Lords. 

l€i^rt>^l•r3r, ' You have (»aid you thought a Judge of the Court of Session would Dot jbe the 
«S3«. ' iQOfit conipetent to do the duties of the Court of Exchequer; have you formed aoy 
' ' * opinion of whether the business copld be safely or advantageously committed to any 

9in^^ Judge, wherever he might come from ? — On this question I might speak from 
prejudice: my notion is, not so safely as if it was committed to the Chief JBaron, or 
any ptber Judge you please, with somebody a*»sociated with him* Speaking fop 
myself, even without my personal defect, I should not feel myself so satisfied. I do 
not pieao that I should want a companion constantly with me, but i should not fed 
so ai^tisfied in my own judgment as I should by having' somebody of experieace, an 
able lawyer, with whom I could confer, to whom I could state my doubts, ftnd wha 
would sometimes, when my opinion was fluctuating, give a preponderance probably 
to the right side of the opinion* Another thing which would occur to me i3 this ^ 
by giving it to one of the Lords of Session, difficulties would occur from the drcum- 
stftnce of illness, or any absence which would create an interruption of the proceed* 
]Qg8« J am supposing a Lord of Session perfectly competent in all respepts. WJbat 
would you do ? The business of the (3ourt must necessarily stop, or you must ^^y 
to some other Lord of Session on the spur of the occasion, who probably biid never 
addressed his mind before to the consideration of any of these que^^s* I Will 
put the case of an extent being applied for, which is a most important process for 
securing the debts and duties due to the Crown. I am supposing the Lore) ef Session 
should be the best Scotch lawyer that ever lived in Scotland. . Without ^ grefit deal oi 
explanation of the consequences of the extent, and so on, the extent might very likely; 
be granted on an occasion on which perhaps a man who was Used to the process o£ 
extent would say, '^This is not a case for an extent; it is not proper that it should be 
issued." I know (but that might probably aiise from their own reliance to a certain 
d^ree on me) for a considerable time after I went to Scotland, whenever an appli«) 
cation was made to my brother Barons for the issuing of flats for extents, theyt 
always sent the Solicitor to me. I do not mean by this, that there is any magic in 
the issuing the process of extent. 

Supposing that Parliament have made up their minds to abolish the Cpurt of 
Exchequer in Scotland, do you think the remedy of jeferring it to one X^rd of 
Session, and making the Exchequer in England a substitute for, the Exchequer iu 
Scotland, would be attended with less evils to thecouptry? — If you send, up- to 
England, for the purpose of getting an extent, before you got it back from the 
Exchequer in England your extent might be waste paper. 

Were there many cases in your time in which applications of that nummary kind 
were made, as to the granting of which there was any serious difliculty or quesn 
tion? — There, did not appear to me to be any serious difliculty or question, la 
many cases there would have been, but for the 57th Geo. IIL ■ - [ 

Does any thing occur to you in the event of a new trial being moved for before 
the single. Judge? — There would be the disadvantage of there being oqly a sio^ 
Judge*. There ought, to be some other Judge before whom the new trial m\g\^bo 
moved, as well as the Judge wlio tried the cause. There was not likely to be.thff 
same necessity for a new trial when the case came before the whole Bench as when 
it would come before a single Judge- 

If it was on the ground of misdirection to the Jury r — Of course there would hA. 
the advantage of a new trial, which could not be had if there were one Judge,^ 
unless he altered his opinion. 

There could not be that application before a single Judge ?-^The Judge tnigh^ 
reconsider his direction to the Jury, in the same way as the Loitl Chancellor mi|^ 
reconsider an^ thing be decides* 

• As to the facility of applying to the English Exchequer in cases of fiats, w)i»t 19^ 
the evil that occurs in the remoter parts of England^ such as Cttmberlaod, jWprr 
thumberlaud or Westmorland ? — They are more difficult than at home, where youi 
can make the application sooner. 

The distance between Northumberland and Edinburgh is only a few houra' ride ? 
— Yes. ... . . ' ^ . . 

Do you think the Court of Exchequer in England might not direct theSheriA 
in Scotland to try a cause by Jury ? — The Sheriffs of Scotland are ^extremely seodbU 
men ; but then the suit is for the recovery of the King's Revenue, and jthe recovery 
of the King's debts, and for the protection of the King's oflicers of Revenue ; my 
notion would, be, that the Sheriff' in Scotland would hardly be fit to try the faoC^ 

My 
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rMy iK>U#aie, Umt for the satbfBtbtion of the subject, a Cociit'cooddtuted by a Lord Tb^ Ri|M U^^ 
;of Session, if you please, of a superior character, is more satisfactory to the subjects ^^^ ^* Shepk^d. 
at kurge than a trial by adjudge of an iaferior jortsdictioiw It is not like the Sheriff -.- - -^ 

^Iwre, exercising the mere power of ascertaiaing the amount of dan^age; it is ^ ^^^^ 
.putting the Sheriff aa the Judge decidiog (he law, which would be my objection* 

Can you state to, the Committee whether you have formed any opinion, firsts 
*aU, of the practicability and exteatof the advanta^ of detaching the Treasuiy 
^bttsioess from the proper Judicial business of the Excheqii^, however that may ai 
'/Qtore be coastituted P-r-Nothiog, I confess, has ever suggested itself to me on that 
aabject ; but it might be done through the medium of any public officer you chooap 
to instrtule or appomt in Scotland for the purpose ; a Secretary of State,* or Secretary 
^<if,tbi^ Treasury in Scotland) if you please* • r 

: Does there appear to be any natiirai ooaaecUoe between the: clutias of a Coyi;! 
ji(£^w aad the husiDesa of auditors which^ as Lords of the Treasury^ (be, Bafons 
(,eKacl$e?-*"tI do not siee any necessary connection between the one and tha o(bfr^,; 
• l>oes it appear to you it wo^ld be a loss or inootwenience to th^ subjects 5)^ 
.Scotland generally, if the wbale of the Treasury business now done by the Bavoois 
afitbe Exchequer of Scotland wa<« transferred at oaceto London? — It appears to 
me it would be a disadvantage to Scotland. 

- ^ "Bat it vHghl; -be transferr^ to some other officers than the Exchequer in Scot- 
iland ?-— Ceriaiiily. 

In^btt reispeetdo yon consider it would be injurious to Scotland? — I thin^ 

Xreat delay would be created. In the next place, it would be absolutely necessary 

^&r the TFeasury to have somebody in Scotland to inquire into particular and 

«peci6c facts there ; they could only have a representarion made to them on paper, 

4he'trvth(^ which they have no means of inquiring into here. I am only suggesting 

iwy owq notions of the aubject ; but they must have some official organ in Scotland 

to perform those functions that are now performed by the Barons of the Exchequer, 

ii^bo are* iftfact, exercising as it were the orders of the head of the Court, tlie Lord 

High Treasurer. . •» 

( Would not they have the same facility of redress against the officers- of the 

'liev^tiue ?~I think not 

lawhat H^ would they have redress? — I know not; unless the intervention of 
Ibe Court of i&ccbequer was preserved in acnnebody, it does not appear to me that 
ifaey would have any means of redress in Scotland. 

Yau are understood to have said, that when the accounts of the Chamberlaia 
and other officers are sent to the Barons by the Remembrancer, you affix your sigi^ 
aalure to the Reports, without inquiry, unless your attention is called to particular 
parts ?— Yes. 

Do you see any difficulty in all such cases of tlic officer reporting such accounts 
<tii!e<;tly to the Treasury, or to the Woods and Forests, without the Barons signing- 
it?— No, except that there would not be the same immediate means of inquiry as 
td the part objected to ? — Supposing there were points of difficulty objected to, must 
Wt ibd Ebemeuftbrancer be left to himself to determine on it without consulting the 
Barons? — Certainly he must. 

; There ia a Chamberlain of Orkney, who collects a certain sum, and ha& a salary;, 
do you know whether that officer resides in Orkney or in Edinburgh ?— Whether 
lie- resides ia Orkney or in Edinburgh I do not know. It stands in this peculiar 
aitaatioo : there is a great deal of Crown property in Orkney, which was leased for 
many years to Lord Dundas and his ancestors at a very small rent ; when he 
applied some years ago for a renewal of the lease, it was redferred to the Baions^ 
fpd they were of opinion, on making inquiries about Orkney, that it would be better 
for the Crown and the people of Orkney that the lease sliould not l)e renewed onr 
the old terms, which waaamere nofninal rent compared to the annual value of the* 
laiad. Orkney was put by the Lords of the Treasury under the management of 
|he Barons, who appointed a person* ta go to Orkney to execute the duties. I am 
fiat quite sure whether tliat b the Chamberlain or not. A salary was granted to that 
gj^RtleoMin for the purpose of superiiiteoding the Crown Lands, and of laying out 
pf; the Revenues derived from those lands certain sums of money for their improve- 
laent^ subject to the ^superintendence of the Barons. We had h, most accurate 
Report as to Ortcoey, by a late learned Judge, Lord Kinneder, who was Sheriff of 
0rkney, whiqh was sent up to the Treasury. The lands of the Crown in Orkney wera 
said to-be a disgrace to the island, being sub-let; and so on, aud in a mostunprp- 
Stable stijte, without inclosures, and the pooi- cottagers in a miserable state. That 

30 7-^ * E 2 was 
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•The ftigbt Hon. ^was the ground on which the Chamberlain, or rather a person to execute the dut1& 

'SttS. Shepherd, of Chamberlain, was appointed. It was made a condition with him that he should 

*■" — ^ — " reside in Orkney, and he was desired to consider it well, as he held a situation near 

'^* • il^*? ^'^^^ * Edinburgh, and he said he preferred it. He wac a sensible intelligent man ; bis 

' name I do not recollect ; but whether he is the Chamberlain alluded to I do not 

know. ' 

You stated, that the Barons, or the Treasury, received a Report from the late 
'Lord Kinneder, as Sheriff; the question put is, whether any thing occurs to you, 
inrhy the Lords of the Treasury might not, in all cases, receive information from the 
•SheriflF directed to themselves, and determine on it, without its passing to the 
"Birons ? — They might do so, to b^ sure; there was this intermediate check, if I may 
use the phrase : the Remembrancer made the Report, and the Barons considered it, 
-meaning to send it to the Treasury afterwards. 

* Have not the Treasury the means, by the public officers, such as the Sherifis 
and others, of making the necessary inquiries about the lands, as well as the Barons 
of the Exchequer ? — I should think they have ; but if any information was necessary 
to be got from individuals in Scotland, they could not get it as speedily or accurately 
^s if the Barons' attention whs directed to it, I should say they often could not 
get it without sending for the individuals to London. 

* Do you recollect being consulted by Sir William Rae, in the year i8ig, in con- 
sequence of crertain Reports of the Commissioners to the Sheriffs of Scotland, with 
ireference to the constitution of the Court of Exchequer ? — I do not recollect it. 

, [A Report of Sir JVilliam Rae, Lord Advocate of Scotland^ dated i^th Jftmuaiy 

1820, was shown to the fVitness.! 

« ■ . ■ • -* . . , * 

' Have you any recollection of having seen this Report? — Yes, I have; I re- 
inember having a conversation with some of the Judges, whether Sir W. Rae w^ 
present 1 do not recollect, but I should have supposed it was later. 1 

* Is It correctly stated there, that you were one of the Judges who concurred 10 
that opinion? — I did at that time. 

* Have you had cause since to alter that opinion, or have you done so? — With, 
.respect to giving the double voice, I have not altered my opinion at all ; with respect 
to its being necessary there should be five, practical experience has shown* me that 
it is not absolutely necessary there should be five. The inconvenience might resuk 
from not having an unequal number on the subject of a Report to the Treasury j 
but as to the giving judgment, as soon as the Court was reduced to four, I found 
a practical mode of preventing the inconvenience of a division of opinion, by 
iidopting w hat had been done in our Courts in England, for the purpose of furthering 
the purposes of justice, and carrying the question to the House of Lords; I withr 
drew my opinion, and gave my judgment as a Judge against my opinion as a lawyer. 

' Are you aware that by the Act passed in 1830, it is proposed to reduce in due 
time the Judges from four to two ?— I was not aware of that. 

To the Chief Baron and one Junior Baron ? — No. 

Would the difficulties and awkwardness of having an equal number of Judges af* 
tach to two as to four ? — Certainly it would. 

From the opinion given, does it appear to you that the expedient of calling in a 
Judge of the Court of Session to decide between two of the Barons, if they differed, 
would be a proper or safe expedient to solve the difficulty ? — That might solve the 
difficulty. In all probability the Judge of Session, though he would come, as it 
ivei'e, to a new point, yet he would hear the explanation and reasbns of the two 
different Judges, and then probably he would come, on that particular point, to a 
right conclusion as to which of the two were right, with some degree of chance of 
his being wrong, it is true. 

In the event of a Judge of the Court of Session acting as a Bafon of the Exche- 
quer, might he not have something of the same advantage by hearing the argu« 
ments and authorities stated in any case that was argued ? — Certainly j there is d 
gieat deal of difference between a well educated lawyer administering the general 
justice of the Court, and between his deciding a particular point which is the sub* 
ject matter of dispute; it strikes me so; I reason it by analogy in this way: The 
Lord Chancellor, and the Peers who constitute the House of Lords, decide very pro* 
^erly and wisely upon questions of Scotch Law, though very often it has happened, 
that, generally speaking, they are not what we call good Scotch laVvyers. There is 
a deal of difference between deciding a particular case, and undertaking the whiAe 
administration of the functions of a Court. A good Scotch lawyer or a good 
"' ' English 
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£^gUsb lawyer itiight be able to come to a very right conclusion on one particular 
point arising in the law in which they were not generally experienced, who would 
neither of them be fit to exercise the whole administration of justice in that Court 
of Law. 

Would there be greater diflSculty in a Judge of Session presiding in the Exchequer 
than there would be in a Chancery lawyer, who had never been in a Nisi Prim 
Court, or tried a criminal, going from the Chancery to a Common I-aw Court, and 
going cih:uit? -—I think there would, for this reason: there are very few men in 
Chancery who have not at some period of their lives turned their minds to the ge- 
nera) principles of Criminal as well as Common Law. The rules of evidence and the 
general principles of law are common to an English lawyer, though the practice and 
mode of proceeding is different ; but the law of the Revenue of Scotland and the 
Common Law of Scotland are as different as possible, I should say, that I believe 
at first a Chancery lawyer feels himself a little nervous when he undertakes the fiinc- 
dons of a Common Law Judge; but the study of the Common Law, and of the 
Criminal Law also, either has or ought to have formed part of his legal education. 
.When a man in that situation goes the circuit, if he feels any doubt, there may be a 
motion for a new trial to the Court out of which the record comes. In the trying of 
a criminal he will not feel himself quite at home at first; and if any doubt in point 
of law arises, he defers giving judgment, and brings the case before the Twelve 
Judges at the beginning of the next Term, who are quite masters of the law. If you 
uppoint a Cbancei7 lawyer to the Court of Exchequer in England, he has the Twelve 
Judges conversant with the law of England and the technical rules of evidence, 
• The rules of evidence are the same, are they not, with one exception?— No, they 
^re not ; I think they admit something very near hearsay evidence, from the manner 
in which I have heard questions put by Counsel in the Coua of Exchequer. 



TheBigYitHoit. 
Sir 8. Shepherd, 
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%•■*■ 



Martis, 2r die Februarii, 1832. 



The Rfght Honourable 7jwe^ Abercrombie, I^rd Chief Baron of Scotland, 
called in ; and further Examined. 



• YOUR Lordship has had an opportunity of seeing the short-hand 
yonr examination ? — Yes, I have. 

Has any thing occurred to you, besides the correction made in the answers for- 
-raerly given, which you would like to add to any part of (he examination ?— I wish 
to state something in regard to a question proposed by an Honourable Member of 
the Committee, respecting new trials. According to the practice of the Court, all 
4he Judges of the Court are present. They are, In fact, trials at Bar; there- 
fore, there being an opportunity of having the opinions of the whble Court, the 
chance of a new trial being required, appeared to me to be extremely small, under 
the present constitution of the Court. Under the Bill of 1830, I apprehend it is 
mtended that all trials are to be conducted in the presence of two Judges, and 
ttnder the present Bill the trials would be conducted under the directions of one 
Judge* If possible difficulties are to be contemplated, it might be stated, that, 
•under the Judicature Bill of 1830, this difficulty might arise ; namely, that upon a 
doubtful question, as to the admissibility or rejection of evidence tendered, the ^wo 
Judges might differ in opinion ; and if they did so differ in opinion, a question 
would arise, how they were to proceed. Is the trial to be at an end, or are they to 
send, as m other cases they are permitted to do, to require the attendance find 
assistance of one of the Judges of the Court of Session to decide between them? 
I put this as a possible case; but really I do not contemplate that reasonable men 
.would permit such a circumstance to* occur, or to influence their conduct: With re- 
spect to the question of • new trials being moved for before one Judge, looking at 
ihe hinited nature of the practice in the Court of Exchequer, it seems to me very 
improbable that any reason for applying for a new trial could arise, unless it should 
i>e upon the ground that evidence had been admitted which ought to have been re- 
jected, or that evidence had been rejected which ought to have beeh admitted. ' If 
«uch a question should arise, I confess, for my own part, looking at the nature and 
•quantity of the business done in the Court of Exchequer, I should have v^ry little 
:doubt, that upon application to the same Judge, to re-he^r the arguments as to the 
''3^7. E3 evidence, 



notes of The Right Hon. 
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Tli» RMii Hmi. eviKleidce, that ar fair and ju8tt.*ondu8toii would, bercooie toJ That I/consider to t)A 

jA^rercmMe. thfr State in whicb tlie question would be left under the proposed Bill. Ixranofier 

-^ ■ ' no.Qther auggealion or. opinion, unless it be Ihe pleasure of tba Committee to ren 

M^IMmaer]^9. coanmend, that, in the event of a new tilal being moved for, the Judge should ba>^e 

Bcrmis^ion, if it wa& thought fit, to request the assistance of one 6r more of the 

Jiudges of the Covet of ^sttion, as provided in the present Judicature Bill^ in case of 

xbiareuce of opinion; .' ^ 

Arei^-e to.undeuataiKl, that by the present constitution of the Court, with four 
Jitflgeiy :ii motion fora new trial is made to the same Judges^ and disposed' of by 
«bti)ame Judges who assisted, at the trial r^— In point of fact, according to x)m 
pmotice* all suoh applicaticms may be considered as re^hearii^ before the sama 
Iribunal. There is one other circumstance I omitted to state, when I was lasrt 
•KaiDined^ which I wish to state for the information- of the Committee^ and for tbii 
•TMaoa; thai it k a fact which has very considerable influeoce on my own opinions* 
fTheio Q8uaUy:havebaen>in the Court of Exciiequer^ four Attornies, who are hA* 
miltad by the HemembraBcer upon paying certain fees, and afttr having served aif 
Apprenticeship of five years to one of the acting Attornies of the Court. The laat 
A^QCney who was admitted, Mr. Himdersos^ was admitted in the year iSi8, a» 
iu«¥JQrstond ;: since which time no iadividiml has come forward to become the ap^* 
fmilico qf any one of these Attornies ; so that we arenowredueed to three Attar* 
Mae in that Coort^ and with no prospqct^ in case of the death of any of thjsm' 
•f tlicre; b^ag ajoy ooe qualified,, by ha.viQg sAfved the apprenticeehipv la succeed 
him. ' I stete;tbis» for it did.appeac to me to br a oircumstance which showed whal 
th^/eelmga of those, were wbomMbfc have aii>iiilarest iq ioquiriBg iota tho state 
W th^ business of the Court of Excfaequar ; it seemed to warrant. & condosimii 
that, inibeir aaliHi^atiQia^ it was not likely to be a profiltablQ sipeculatioa to. embark 
in, in the hope of finding a livelihood in the practice of that Court. 
. .These four Attornie&had the. monopoly ot the business ?-^Yes ; I betievo tb« 
number might be increased, but the usage has been to limit it to four. 

How long has this ^acaacy. of one in the usual number of four existed? — 
In form- it has only very recently existed. Mr. Henry M^Kenzie, a gentleman 
well known by name, has recently died ; but for a great many yeai's he had not 
beeji Ju» a situation to attend personally to busfness^ and hb duties were performed 
by Mr. Stuart, one of the Attornies of tlie Court. The circumstance on which 
I, rely, ^s aflfordiqg /ground for the conclusion I draw firom it is the fact, that sibce 
the year 1 81 8 no person has come forward to be bound as aa apprentice. Beio^ 
bpvnd fQr five y,ears is a necessary qualification. 

Does not your- Lordship know that none of the present Attornies have any apprtn^ 
tices, but do all the duties with their own hands v^'-^They do the duties tbemsdvesi^ 
but if any person wishes to ent^ into that- branch of the profession, be pajys a con^ 
siderable fee to the Attorney on apprenticesbip, to qualify him for the oiSce. I do 
not ^pt^rebend tbat the . persons now practising in this Coiu-t would refuse tb^ 
fee to admit the party. 

Service to one of thes|^ Attornies would be the necessary step to the same service 
in the monopoly?— Decidedly* 

Ixi recollecting what you stated about the nuro^ber of days that the Court sat ia 
Tbrqa, and combining that with what you have said, that all the trials were tiiats.at 
Bar, are we to luiderstaod that the whole Judicial business is done during Teni^ 
or are there any sittings before or after Term for the trial of causes? — None. ^ 

How do yqu recpllect the number of hours ; b there any Return of them to be 
tfot ?— As far as my Evidence goes^ I apeak merely from my own experience. - 

No record is kept ? — Na 

You have stated that; you have looked over your Evidence; there is one part m 
wliich you expressed to the Committee your own opinion tbat the transferring of 
the 'Judicial business and ail its functions to a Judge of the Court of Session, would 
be a practicable and advantageous method of disposing of it ; the Committee wish 
to be informed whether your Lordship still remains of that opmion ? — If the 
question points to the qualifications of a Scotch Judge to do the duty, I have 
already answered that question, with some modifications^ affirmatively ; and by that 
aiiswer I abide. I answered the questipn, when it was proposed to me, simply in 
the affirmative, as the Committee were entitled to require; but I should be very 
happy if the Committee would permit me to state tlie grounds on which I have 
tbrnied tliat Qpinion; for if I am in error, having stated those ground^; there will be 

an 
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an o|^K)rtUQity of detecting the fallacy into which I have fallen. Wkenr I had fea Tht nighi HmI: 
coaaider that part of the subject, I felt that I might simply have said, this is a •*••*• Mhmml^ 
Court in which justice is administered according to the English foraisf and that ^^^^^ 

tberefove there ought to be an English Judjie in that Court. It appeared to ose ^^ itktf^ 
diat if I had so said, I should probably have been held to have been fiee frons 
Uame, and certainly I should have consulted my own ease and interest in so 
answering; but I felt it to be my duty to look at the circumstances of the Courts 
to the nature and extent of the business to be performed id thai Court, and also ta 
the eapense at which that Court was upheld. In looking at the ckcumstancca of 
tkeCoort, it appeared to me thai this was a case obviously to be distinguisbed from 
thai of the general proposition, as to whether a iSootch Jiid^ would bt qualified lo 
administer law according to the English forma, because this is a Court whioh baa 
been established for upwards of a century, during the greater portion of which 
time there were five Judges, four of whom were Scotch Advocates, and. one EngUafa: 
Barrister. There are also the officers belonging to the Court, who are conversaot^ 
with the rules and practice of the Conrt ; and therefore any Judge coming to presidti 
m that Court would have the benefit of the experience and assistance of those- 
oficers who have been trained in the practice and rules of the Court Also there 
arethe Counsel who appear on behalf of the Crown ; and as it naturally happraa 
those gentlemen who are in the habit of being retained on behalf of the defendants* 
am preUy generally the same persons. Tlien when I came to look at the extent of the 
bostneas, rod the nature of the business, it appeared to me, judging Irani my own* 
experience, that I saw nothing, during the two years that I have been in the Coutt^ 
which might not with perfect ease liave been .disponed of by a Judge of ^ht Court 
of Session ; and in order that the truth of that opinion may be best ascertained^ L 
wan state what the nature of the business was. The Judicial busioesa consisted 
mainly in the trial of causes, proceeding upon informations filed at the instance of 
His Mi^esty's Advocate, and in which the defendants pleaded the genend •issaa% 
The larger number of these causes were undefended. When the cause c6mes on 
for trial) the Judge has before him the informatbn, and the Acts of Parliament} 
and be has also &e assistance, if he requires it, of the Counsel and officers of tht* 
Court, who furnish him, if any question occurs, with the authorities on which tbw 
qoeedon ao arisii^ has l)een decided. In trying undefended causes^ all that ii 
required is, simply to see that the proof is sufficient to justify the Jury m 
fioding a verdict against the defendant; and it appeared to me there could be' 
no doubt on that point. The amount, therefore, of real work to be d6na in 
trying these causes, appears to me more fitly to be decided by reference to the* 
Dttiuber of causea that are defended, because it is upon the defended causes 
t|iat questions of evidence are most likely to arise« Now it appears fi-om the 
Return, which is before the Committee, that during twenty years the number of 
defended clauses affords an average of something under seven in the year, and if you 
take the last ten years, the average is about three and a half in the course of the, 
year. When it is recollected, that in that Return, any case in which a Counsel 
appears, even where he has only what is called a watching brief, is included as a, 
ciefended cause, it does not appear that there was likely to be much difficulty in^ 
the .performing thl^t duty. The only other duties which I have been called on 
tp perform, were when a question arose with respect to the poundage of a Sheriff*^, 
in the execution of a Writ of Extent. I confess it did not appear to me that there' 
dould be any difficulty in deciding that case, for the other Judges, with whom I 
bad the i^tisfaction to act, were quite as competent to decide the question as any 
Jfudges could be* Another case that came before the Court, was a case in whictv 
a decision of the magistrates was brought under the review of the Court of ^x^ 
chequer. • Now it did appear to me that there was no great difficulty in supposing, 
tiiat a. Scotch Judge should be capable of reviewing the decision of Scotch magis* 
ti^ate^^ The Legislature having entrusted the execution of the duty to them, it 
S^ms that a Scotch J ud^e must be perfectly competent to review their decision. 
With respect to any: question arising under Sir William Rae's Act, it does appear 
to me, that not only a Scotch Judge must be fully as competent, but more so in 
some respects than an English Judge, to decide on any question arising under that 
Act. And lastly, with respect to api^eal cases, in matters of Assessed Taxes, h 
al30 appears to me that a Scotch Judge is perfectly cortipetent to decide on questions 
of Jaw, which in the first instance have been decided by the Commissioners of 
Supply. Judging from my own experience, these are the doties which I have' 
307* E 4 practically 
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Thejllightllon; practically seen performed in the Court of Exchequer, and it does not appear to* 
Jm€$^4btrcrQmbU, ^^ that there are any duties whicli might not be performed by a Scotch Judge with* 
the most perfect satisfaction to the public. Looking back at the quautily of busi- 
ness done according to the Return in the course of the last twenty years,.! saw 
nothing in the Return which was calculated at all to shake the conclusion to which 
I tad come, because the whole number of defended causes, in twenty years, is onp: 
hundred and thirty-four, and the whole number of cases in which there have been* 
arguments at the Bar of the Exchequer during twenty years, amount to ninety. J 
have qualified my opinion by stating, that it was possible a case might occurcin: 
which the experience of an English Judge might be desirable; but in theevent-of 
that rare case occurring, it is to be remembered that the question would be argqed,' 
and the authorities bearing on the point would be referred to by the Attornies who^ 
have. been trained to the business and practice, or by the Counsel whom they m^bt 
retain; and also it is to be remembered, that the jurisdiction of the Courtis ex-, 
tremely limited, being limited to cases of Revenue. It therefore did not appear td 
me there was a ground for saying that an English Judge ought to be maintained in- 
Scotland, looking at the nature and extent of the duties he has to perform. .i 

• You mentioned that, according to the constitution of the Court as now established,^ 
that in case of a new trial being applied for, the same Judges have to decide it wbQ. 
beard the question originally?— Just so. • » - : 

f Supposing two of these Judges .were to hear it, would they have the power to, 
call in the assistance of a third Judge? — I have so stated it; and I have also fur-, 
tjier stated, that if it was thought desirable, a power might be given under this Bill* 
to,:one Judge to call in the assistance of one or more of the Judges of the Court ot 
Session^ '. ; . . * 

In one of the answers which you have given, you mention that the Judges have,' 
for a long period of time, been trained to the duty of the trials in the Court of Ex'^ 
chequer as now established ; does your Lordship know whether there is any Jgdge. 
now on the Bench of the Court of Session, excluding those belonging to the Just* 
ticiary, who have ever. had any practice in the Court of Exchequer? — That is ;a' 
question which I cannot answer, as I have no knowledge oq that point; I have uq; 
knowledge pf what may have passed before. my time, - . . ; 

' You also mentioned the circumstance of the officers of the Court being conversant* 
with the practice of the Court; does it not occur to you that it will be very objec-. 
tionable in a Judge applying for information to attornies practising before his own» 
Court? — I do not think 1 have so stated. I must have been very much misunder*^ 
stdod,:if it was supposed Isaid that a Judge was to apply to the attornies for* 
directions; what I stated is what is common to all courts, that a Judge would have ^ 
the benefit and assistance be derives from those who prepare and argue the cause, 
and who refer him to similar questions that have been decided and reported. 

You stated that in one of the trials that came before you, after it had proceeded a' 
considerable way, it went oflf in consequence of a case being agreed on ? — Yes. 
' Had no difficulty occurred, that led to such a proceeding?— No, none ataU; iV- 
was merely because they knew the ultimate result would be, that a question of law* 
would arise; . » 

The Committee wish to be informed whether, in your opinion, it would be priacti- 
cable or safe, that the whole of the Court of Exchequer Judicial business, and the 
whole of its Revenue duties, should be delegated to the Court of Session, general!^, 
to be there disposed of, with such statutary directions and alterations that might be' 
required, according to the forms and upon the principles of the Law of Scotland ; 
Whether there are any substantive difficulties in the way of directing the forms of the' 
Law of Scotland to be applied to the discussion of those cases which originate op' 
enactments applicable to Scotland ?— I n^ver considered that question, fdr it ap-' 
peared to me thete w^ould probably be soriie considerable opposition made to that,* 
rroni an apprehension that, if the form of proceeding was to be varied, there t^ould' 
be some difference in the course of decision; probably that might be unfounded J 
As to the practicability of doing it by means of Scotch forms, I am not competent^ 
to .speak to that. ' . ^ • 

Then. you are not acquainted with the forms of process ip the Scotch' taw. 
Cotirts? — Certainly I am not, 

Then, assuming that the forms of j^rocess in the Courts of Scotland,are^such a?^ 
gonduce to justice, does it appear that it would be, a difficult thing to^ have the; 
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substantive provisions and enactments of the Revenue Statutes administered by tlie The kight Hon. 
forms of law at present in use in Scotland ? — It is probable that the means of doing ^^^^ Jlhercr4mhi^. 

80 might be devised ; but I would suggest whether the preliminary step would not ' 

be to institute a comparison between the cost and the despatch of the two forms of ** ^^^^^* 
process; and that is the point on which I am not qualified to express any opinion. ' 
Have you had any occasion to know what is the proportion of- c)ue3tions relating 
to the Revenue between the Crown and the Subject, which are actually tried and 
disposed of by the Scotch Justices of the Peace?— I have no information on that 
point 

Is your Lordship aware that upon cases which have occurred with respect to the 
illicit distillation of spirits, it frequently happens that the parties are the tenants of 
the Justices who decide the question ? — That I have no knowledge of. 

• But if such should be the case, must that not affect the number of such offences 
and the mode of dealing with them judicially ? — Certainly, it might be supposed to 
be a ground of suspicion ; but I should be sorry, without sufficient reiason, to impute 
to any persons that they might be so affected. 

' Does it occur to you that many of those cases might be brought before the Court 
of Exchequer if a cheap mode of trial could be established ? — Unless I saw some 
pian for the purpose, I can express no opinion on it. If I am asked, generally, 
whether cheapness and despatch are good things, I answer in the affirmative. ^ ^ > 
' • Are you aware that the Barons originally went circuit ? — I am not aware of that 
fact. 

• Is there any thing, in your opinion, to prevent the Barons going the circuit to 
adminbter the Revenue Liaw all over Scotland ? — Certainly there is nothing to pre- 
vent them that I am aware of. 

In cases where relief is asked from charges for Assessed Taxes, how would that 
relief be obtained in the event of the parties having delayed to appeal to the Com- 
missioners of Supply ? — The answer I have given to that question is, I conceive^ 
this— that the first step to be taken is to decide how the matter of taxes shall be 
disposed of ; and I refer to my former answer. In the event of such arrangement 
as I have before suggested being made, a party applying for redress would apply: 
through either the Remembrancer or the Comptroller, as the case might require. He 
would preisent his petition as now; the Comptroller or Remembrancer, as it might 
he, would inform himself of all the circumstances, exactly as he does now ; and he 
would forward his Report to the proper quarter, either to the Treasury or to the 
Board of Taxes, as might be ; and the answer would be received through him, and 
given to the party; and I apprehend that in reality there not only would be 1)0 
delay, but in point of fact I should anticipate from such a course of practice there 
would be greater expedition in giving an answer to the party, because at present 
the decision of the Barons is obtained by a Report made to them by the Remem- 
brancer, or other proper officer, and according to the practice of the Court of Ex- 
chequer, nearly the whole of these petitions and applications are reserved to be 
considered during Term, because, unless they were so reserved, there would, ag 
you may apprehend from what I have already stated, be very little or no businosi 
for the Barons to do during the Term, and there nexessarily must be some, consi- 
derable delay in consequence of their being compressed within the period of the 
Terms, the interval between the Terms being so considerable, as appears Irom the 
Evidence. 

•We understand he would have to report to the Treasury instead of to the Barons.; 
in either case there would be a Report from the Remembrancer? — Yes. 
. The change jvould be, that the Report of the Rementbrancer would practically 
decide the question, instead of the appeal to the Baions? — I apprehend the Repprt 
of the Remembrancer would decide no more than it does at present. The Remem- 
brancer reports to the Barons^ and they affirm, or disaffirm, just as they please. The 
Remembrancer would report to the Board of Taxes or to the Treasury, and they 
would affirm of disaffirm as they pleased. 

' ^*<does your Lordship lay no weight on the local knowledge and experience, of the 

Barons in such questions ? — I really do not think that any local knowledge which 

the Barons possess is essential to the business being properly discharged. 

Or any legal knowledge they may possess ? — Certainly not in these cases. 

The Cominittee wish to know, whether in cases of appeal of this sort, you do not 

thiiik it is any advantage to the people of Scotland, in having the court of appeal 

so near, that they may slate any further reasons to the Baronis which may influence 

367. F . their 
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their (jkcision in their Report to the RemerobraDc^c?— Every thing pasaes to the 
Bajrons through the BemeoibraQper, \n the sb^pe of ^ appUcatioo, aod the^^c^ 
access would ^ ppen to them pow, as b^ore ; aod) I aip th^ more cpufirme^ 19 tth^l 
qpioioo,. bec^iuse Ihs^ve inquired a^4 a$certaiQ^4> tli%t the course of proceeding aa 
to ^ppiicatipQ made to (the J^xc^be ai;id Cu^toms» from Scqtianjd, is coq(li)jcted in f^ 
s^nilar manner with great ease and £|cility . 

. Does the Court of Exchequer consider as conclusive the Report of the Rememr 
brancer, or do they a{)ply to^ other parties ? — They do not consider it conclusiver^ , , 

Suppose that a party appeals against the Report of the Remembrancer^ in that 
case what course would bepprsued, supposing the Court removed here? — Pr^ci^ly 
the same course as is pursued .now« If a Report is ma^de by the.Re;i]9embrancery ^n4 
the Barons affirm that Report, and the party is dissatisfied, he presents a p^tiuon^ 
stating the grounds on which he thinks the Barons have decided wrpng ; \\^ would 
do precisely the same thing. 

Supposing the King's Remembrancer makes a report to the Barons ; supposing 
the parties consider themselves aggrieved, not deeming it satisfactory ; what, under 
the cireumsAances, is the course tor the .parties to pursue, conceiving that to bq the 
c«6e?-r-I have endeavoured already to explain that; if they were dissatisfied, they 
would present a petfttion,i stating the grounds of their dissatisfactipn, a^d tM; peti^ 
tion would be considered and djecided. . / 

A petitioato the Remembrancer ? — No, to the Cqurt,^djrectly;. bjut pftssipgjo^ 
the Court through the Remembrancer. 

The court of appeal being on the spot, does not that afford an, ad vantage to.tl^e^ 
partiea appealing ?-rr-I realty am not aware of any. iWe, never see the parties.; every 
thing is conducted by writing. The Remembrancer reports the matter ^o^ th^ 
Barons. * ^ 

This business is not, properly speaking, a Court business, in, which parties qorpn 
before you as Judges ; but application for grace andfavour to you as Lord^ of the 
Treasury ?-^ntirely so; it is no matter of right at all. , 
« The matter of right i& as an appeal to the Commissioners of $Mpply ; they hftveL 
no locfM standi before you, a^a court. of justice? — X have endeavoured, alreoMly ta 
explain this; all these applici^tions are applications fpr favour, and grac^. Xha 
party presents his. petition, which is left in the Remembmncecs office ; Uie Ren^em- 
brancer informs himself of the fact&f he reports the circumstances to the Barons,.and 
yie Baronsa i^rm ot' disaffirm the Repprt, as to them^eems best. Whoever is to 
decide upon the Reports, the same -course of proceeding will be followed, and tli^ 
parties will have the same access^ through the Remembrancer which they have 

',> You think the subjects of Scotland are likely to receive the same grace and fayoui? 
from an appeal to the Treasury, as they do from their local institutions ? — I ci^nnot 
doubt it • ; , . 

^ Does your Lordship tiiink that the parties in Scotland would be; equally s^^e4 
with their cases being disposed^ of by the report of any officers, as tjbey are now^ 
with that>of the Court of Exchequer? — I do not see any re^on to dogbt it; iq 
neither case is it the judgment of the Remepibrancer, but the judgment of another 
Boards The Remeinbrancer is nothing more. than, the channel through whiqhthe 
information passes, to those %vho are to decide. When I say practici^Uy the Remem- 
brancer does all the business, I mean to say he is the person who arranges, all th^ 
business, and makes all the Reports,;, the ultimate decision rests ,with the Barpos. 

In your former Evidence, you mentioned, that in regard to the remits fiotp the 
IEf;^asury, as to Reports as to public money, that it was only in, matters of trifling 
importance ? — Generally speaking, they ate m- ■, 

» Do you apply that to the time when, you were Chief Baron,, or preceding P-^. 
1 think very few matters have. been of. real importance, that haye been referrefl^to 
us ;/it.may be said it is of ^eat importance.ta refer to us. to report on ali offie^j^ 
under the Court of Exchequer ; and that was the most material poinf.that I reopll^t 
to have been referred to the Barons in my time. The business, of the Coj^t of 
£xcbeqi|er, as connected with the Treasury^ js of the mpst ordinfuy kipd, . : ; 

My question applied to the application of grants of, public money tathe Trea^ 
sury ?-*^J ^ not recollect that I h^ve been called on to decide on a^y such questions^ ; 
generally speaking, as to Treasury business^! think.it my dnty.to state. what I jfeel, 
atrqngly. The Treasury business, generally speaking, is. c^ a^d^acriptiw^tl^^.i^ 
unsuitable to the^ judicial character 9nd station. . . ._ 1 . .>. 

. . , With. 
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With rcgiir*t6 the expedicnby df theBuronff going the circuit «to try causes in The Right Soti, 
the totrntry, we ^h to know whether it is your impresiBion, that it would be adcom- Jamt Aherc^hMc. 

bariied witii a great addition of expense ta all pkrties, as well as to the country - 

K^f, and the public in providing for the expensses of such circuits, and also* to the ^^ February, 
fmrties, from the' more formal way in which the business must be doneP-^That ^^2^- 

admits of very little doubt ; if the Barons go the circuit, thet^ must be three Barorid; 
and a certain number of Counsel, and various expenses must of necessity be 
incmred. ■ • 

Boes not the sort of jurisdiction exercised i>y the resident K^ntry, in point of fact, 
serve as ai> incentive to the people to vtoture on a trespass of the Revenue Laws ?-^ 
I have bad no personal experience to enable me to answer chat question to your 
satisfection. 

The. Right Honourable Sir Samuel Sh^herdj called in; 
and further Examined. 

IS there any thing that has occurred to you since your last examiilation, in ji,^ ^^^y^^ ^^ 
reference to the material points on which you wish to make any further commo^' Sir 5. Shepherd. 
mcati6n to the Coi&iQiittee? — Nothing occurs to me except this, and I hope the ■ 
Committee will do me the justice to believe that I am not offering my opinion as 
a recomiHendation of any Uiing.^ Towards the close of my^xaminatiidn, I Was 
asked if it had occurred to me that any other branch of business might be annexed 
to the Court' of Exchequer. Something has occurred to me which floated in 4ny 
mind some years ago; whether it is a desirable thing for Scotland I will not ut^ 
dertake tb say. From the annexation of the Jury Court to be part of the Court 
of Session, from the abrogation of the Court of Admiralty, transferring- all tfats 
eommercial cases from Ae Court of Admiralty t6 tbA* Court of Session, there 
would be a considerable degrcfe of increase of business in the Court of • Sessiotft 
It occurred to me, if that was the case,' so as- to give the Lords of Session mor6 
emi^loyment than they had time to execute, whether the functions exei^cised by the 
Lords of Session in the nature of the Commissioners of Tithes, might or might 
not be amiexed to the Court of Exchequer. The conseqfuence of doing that 
wduld be, that the length of the Exchequer Terms must necessarily be increased. 
There can be no objection' to that; making them rather more coeval with the sit^ 
tings oi the Court of Session. Whether this change would be desirable forScol?^ 
land I do not undertake to say. 

Your Lordship has mentiOnied, that o» one otcksion ybo had to remark on th* 
conduct of Justices in the country, in regard to the mode of adtninistering justice; 
do you know whether the administration by the Justices in Revenue matters in the 
eotttttrjr is generally satisfactory or not ? — ^That I really do not know ; I should 
radier suppose it is, because, otherwise, in all probability, in the shape of an appeal^ 
or somehow or other, application would be made to the' CoUrt of Exchequer: The 
Solicitors who manage the business for the Revenue Boards in Scotland et)uld tell 
that better than I can. They would show what is the course of proceeding. < 1 
believe Mr. Carir has attended ; I know Mi*. Debany has attended the Justices Very^ 
* often in the country on niatte^s of ithportance. ' ' ^ 

Were you informed of the reason of Mr. Debany's finding it necestery te attend 
the Justices? — In some cases, where questions of fact were involved, and it was 
extremely important that the illicit transaction should be suppressed, he did^ 
attend. I believe Mr. Carr, aft^r he was appointed, sometimes attended the 
Justices in the country. ' / ' • ' *'-- 

If it should turn out that justice is not administered satisfactorily by the Justices/ 
do you think there would b6 any objection in extending the jurisdlctic^ of the 
Gourt of Exchequer to the small description oi' bfiences, supposing the* expenses 
coUid be arranged ?—-It requires no extension of jfarisdietion. The Court of Ex* 
chequer has the jurisdiction of trying the smallest offence which incur^ a pendty; 
Power is given by the Act of Parliament to the Judges to inflidt penalties* If itf 
any particdiar districts the Justices do not do justice fairly to the Revenue or the> 
subject, then there is ad opportunity of bringing' such sort of cases beforethe Cotirt 
of Exchequer by information. There are sotne offences against ttie Revenue where! 
these is most extrai^rdinary ingenuity of frkud ; -and- notwithstanding fiH the strict 
pegulations, I should say, they are hardly fit to be tried by the Justices. In sitlohf 
cases as these it is fit they sliould go before a superior tribunal/ assi^ed' by a Jury 
to decide on the fact. W hen an Act of Parliament was passed some years ago 
307' F 2 for 
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Jb^ Riigiit Hod. Ibr the purpose of bringing the proceedings of the Justices before tlie Court of 
iiiT S. Skepherd. .Exchequer in England^ and in Scotland too, I had some conversation with ah 

— ' — ' extremely sensible man of that day, Mr. Carr, the Solicitor of Excise in Eogliand, 

di F^niary, a man of. immense experience. My observation on it was tliis, that appeals should 
^^' not.be on matters of fact, for then the Judges of the Exchequer must decide on 

.the fact; and I should always object to a Judge deciding on the fact, except he 
had a Jury to assist him, in finding the facts, ^ 

Has it ever occurred to you to think, whether it would be advantageous or 
economical for the Barons of the Court of Exchequer to go circuit to try causes in 
the country ?— It does not occur to me that there would be any thing very desira^ 
ble in that. I doubt whether there would be economy in it, because the expense 
of the circuit must necessarily be paid by the public and the Crown. There are 
certain sums of money allowed for the Lords of Justiciary, and for the Judge 
of the Jury Court. The expense would be added to the present exfienses of the 
Court of Exchequer. In iingland, all Revenue causes tried by the Court of Ex- 
chequer are tried at Westminster. Civil causes arising in the Court of Exche- 
quer are transmitted to the Judge of Circuit through the medium of Nisi Priusind 
assize. . . t 

Independent of the expense to the public, the procedure before a Judge on 
circuit would be more expensive to the parties ? — I think it would. 

Probably they would require Counsel ? — If the party chooses to plead his own 
cause we always hear him. 

Is your Lordship aware of the amount of the expenses allowed to a Judge of 
Justiciary for going circuit? — I do not exactly recollect. They are regulated by a 
specific Act of Parliament. Some have loo/., and some 150/., and on some 
circuits, I think, more. 

' Does it occur to you that there would be any objection to Revenue questions 
being tried according to the Scotch Law, and Scotch forms ? — I should think so, 
but that may bo from prejudice, for aught I know, in favour of the English forms, 
which produce the issue more expeditiously, particularly in Revenue causes, where 
there is nothing but the general issue, than the Scotch forms, which from the nature 
of the proceedings, though much altered and corrected of late years, — from the 
summons and defences, and condescendences and answers, and then extracting the 
issue from these thi6gs, — I think would make them more tedious, and probably not 
arrive at so good a mode of framing an bsue for the trial by a Jury at least, because 
ultimately it must come to that in matters of any importance. As to the King's 
lands, the right to the King's lands is not decided in the Court of Exchequer in 
Scotland, except it happens to be on some question arising between him and aa 
acknowledged tenant of his. 

The whole process of law against land in Scotland, at the instance of the Crown, 
is ruled by the Law of Scotland? — Certainly. There is no instance, I believe, of any 
suit by the King, for the recovery of lands, since the Union. I remember once 
asking, to satisfy my curiosity, how the King would proceed ; and I confess I did 
not find anybody to tell me. 

Have you seen the proposed Bill ? — I have. 

Poes anything occur to you, more than you have stated, with regard to the pro- 
nisioBS of that Bill ?-r-The most important alteration in the constitution of the Court 
<^ Exchequer, is that of reducing the number of Judges to one, and that one to be 
a Lord of Session ; it appears to me that that would not be a desirable thing, if 
there is to be a Court of J^xchequer in Scotland. 

And you refer to your Evidence as containing the reasons for that opinion ? — 
Certainly I do. An Honourable Member asked me whether a practitioner in Chancery 
coming to a Common Law Court would not feel a difficulty in trying causes or pri- 
soners. I think my answer was, that at first he would probably feel himself nervous. 
Lam not sure whether I added that the business of the Courts of Justice, according 
to English forms, both in civil and criminal cases, would in all probability, I should 
think, have formed some considerable part of every Chancery practitioner's legal 
education. I remember in my time many men, who intended to devote, and who 
did devote, the greater part of their attention to practice in Chancery, were in the 
habit of going the circuit I was upon, for the express purpose, in the early part of 
their professional life, of witnessing the trial of causes on the circuit, and also trials 
in the Criminal Courts.. Many gentlemen who afterwards rose to great eminence 
in Chancery practice went circuits in the early part of their lives, apd had a consi- 
derable portion of business on circuit ; when their Chancery practice increased 

they 
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they ceased to do so. Sir Samuel Romilly went the Midland Circuit several years. 
Lord Eldon went the Northern Circuit for. a considerable number of years. ■ Lord 
Alvariley, whose practice was mostly confined to Chancery, went :the Northern 
Circuit for a great many years. Sir James Mansfield was educated a Common 
Law lawyer; he never practbed in Chancery before he had* a silk gown. Lord 
Thurlow went the Western Circuit, as I have understood froip Mr. Justice Heath, 
for a great many years ; and Lord Loughborough, whose practice was confined to 
Chancery, I think, went the Northern. Sir .William Alexander, who was a Master 
in Chancery, went for six or seven years the Home Circuit when Lwas first on the 
Home Circuit. So did Sir Arthur Pigott and Master Cox ; so did Master Steele, and 
matiy others, until withdrawn by their quantity of business in Chancery, all went 
the Home Circuit The Home Circuit was the general receptacle for th(»e who in- 
tended to practise in Chancery, being . nearest London, the most convenient, apd, 
aau>ngst other circumstances, the least expensive. Though a Chancery practise. 
may not be in the habit of seeing causes constantly tried, yet if he is a man of 
in well business in Chancery, he must be a tolerably good common lawyer. As far 
as relates to the law of real property, it is more necessary fdr him to be a good 
oommon lawyer, than for a common lawyer merely in the ordinary practice of 
trying causes. 



The^ig^tHon,. 

- 

91 February, 
1839. 



Jovisy V die Martii^ 1832. 



Sir Henty JardinCj called in ; and Examined. » 

YOU are the King's Remembrancer in the Court of Exchequer, in Scotland ?- 



am. 



How long have you been in that situation? — About 30 years; that is, 20 years 
as Deputy Kemembrancer, and about 10 years as Principal. 

Have you during that time acted and done the duties of the office ? — Constantly. > ^ 

Is it not an office of the Court that requires the greatest attention ? — It certJEtihjy 
does ; it embraces more objects. 

And does it not occupy more time ? — Yes, it occupies more time. . 

Are you the oldest officer of the same rank ? — I rather think L am. \ , 

Do you know the course of business of the Court, and the whole history of it ? 
— ^I do. I 

Are you not aware that the business is partly Judicial, and partly Ministerial ?— 

lam. -14^ 

Do not the Barons sit as Judges, and also as Lords of the Treasury in Scotland? 

Yes. 

Are you aware that the present Lord Chief Baron has been examined before this 
Committee? — lam. 

Have you had an opportunity of seeing the Minutes of his Evidence? — I have. 

Have you also seen the Minutes of the Evidence of Sir. Samuel Shepherd^ the 
former Chief Baron ? — I have. 

Will you tell me whether, consistently with your knowledge, which goes further 
back than either of those persons, the account of the actual state and course of the 
business of that Court given by the late Lord Chief Baron is upon the whole 
correct ? — I conceive the account given by the late Lord Chief Baron to be correct. 

And is the account given by the present Lord Chief Baron, of the state and 
course of business in the Court of Exchequer at the present time, a correct account? 
—It is. 

You think that they have given a clear and distinct account of the business of the 
Court, both Judicial and Treasury ? — Yes. 

Have you attended to that part of the Lord Chief Baron's Evidence, where he 
speaks of the time that was occupied, during his own experienc^e, in the Jiidicial 
business of the Court?— Yes, I have; and I have reason to believe it is correct,'i^ 
far as I know. 

.Now, from your knowledge of the anterior period, b it your impression, tliat 
aboutthe same period of time was occupied with the Judicial business in the day, 
a$ the Chief Baron has stated to be occupic^d during his time?— No; Jn former 
iiGoes there was mpre time occupied in Judicial business, because thefe w^^.mof% 
business.' It has gradually fallen off. . t ^ .. . 

soy. " ' . IP 3 ' ■ '"For 



Sir 
Henry Jardine. 

I Marcb, 
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Sir For bow long a lirrife?*^ For several years. / - ^ 

&a^iy Jardine. • Ten or twelve ?-^ Yes, I believe lo or 12. 

Dicil you not furnish that Return respecting the Court of Exchequer in Scotland ? 

1 ^^arch, ,^jj ^^^ made out by the ftttofnies' who arle clerks in the King's RemenibrAncer's 
.1^3^. Office; but I have Avay reason to believe that it is a correct account of the 

number of cases. 

From the quantity of business done for years past in the Judicial depdrtm^at, 19 
it your opinion that there is mbre Judicial business than can conviediendy lie 
despatched by one Judge in ihe Court ?-^Na, I should think -not more Judi^iiil 
business than can be despatched by one individual. 

Take the average of the last three years? — I do not think there is more tkah 
might be done by bne Judge. 

You have seen the Bill on which the Committee are now sitting ? — I have, some 
time agp, not lately. 

Are you aware that the object is ultimately to devolve the business of the' Barons 
of the Exchequer upon one Judge, who is also to be a Judge of the Court of Session, 
though not of Justiciary; are you aware of that ? — Yes. 

Do you know generally the course of business, and the time of sitting of the 
Court of Session? — Yes. 

Does it appear to you, that the time now occupied by the duties of the Judges 
of the Court of Session would ^ sufficient for that single Judge to do the Judicisd 
business of the Court of Exchequer? — If the Judicial business w^s no more than 
what it is at present, I conceive that a Judge' of the Cotirt of Session, not being a 
Judge of Justiciary, might execute the Judicial functions. 

I observe the Chief Baron Elates that it is his opinion, tbat if a Judge were to 
devote four days, or thereabouts, before every session of the Court of Session, and 
four days after, bethinks almost the whole Judicial biisihess might be disposed of in 
those periods ; does that opinion meet with your assent ? — It does, in the event oiF 
the business not increasing. 

Have you any reason to think, 'fr6m the nature and cdurse of the business, Uiat 
it is likely to increase in time, or fall off? — I should not presume to give any opinion 
upon that. 

You know, generally, the time that the Court sits for Judicial business ? — Yes. 

I think the Chief Baron said, that the Judges met about eleven, and y^ereup 
commonly before two ?— That is riot limited to Judicial business, because they attend 
to Treasury business ; the Judicial business being irregular, it may last for many 
hours longer than that, according to the nature of the trial. 

The proceedings iii that Court are according to the forms and the law of Engi- 
land ?-^ Yes. 

Have you had any occasion to observe, or no, whether subjects of nicety and 
difficulty upon that law occur frequently, or vi^hether the business might be done by 
a Scotch lawyer, accustonied to Judicial business in general? — I should think' it 
might; J am not aware of any points of any great difficulty' tbat have occurrecj 
lately. • . ^ . 

Is not the Treasury department that which your Office is chiefly conp^cted 
with ?T"Yes ; and the one that occupies more of my time. 

Are you the head officer of that department? — Yes. 

I ask you, generally, whether it has occurred to you^ iii the coursa of your jeKpe- 
rience, that. there is any advantage in having this Treasury department connected 
with the Judicial functions of the Court of Exchequer, imposed upon a Court, of 
Law? — There may be advantage arising from having the advice and opinion of sncb 
men as are Judges, but it is not absolutely necessary that they should be Judgibs ; 
but the Treasury business might, in all matter^^ of importance, be done by corre- 
spondence with the Treasury, the Board of Taxes, and the Board of Com mis^bnefi 
Qf the Woods and Forests in England. 

You said that you had perused the Evidence of the present Chief Baron, attd 
the late Chief Baron ?~ Yes. 

Does it appear to you that their testimony coincides as to the importance of thd 
busyness, or as to the length of time occupied in the discharge of it? — There is a 
little discrepancy betwixt the two tertainly^ though 1 do not think it materid. 

Is' thfere any discrepancy ujpon the fact, whether the Scotch Judges cannot' diV 
charge the duty of the Exchequer in a satisfactory way?-^I think the late thief 
J^aron Shepherd seems to think it would require an English lawyer. 

Is 
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Is there any record showing the period when the Court of Exchequer wfid first Sir 

constituted ? — I should suppose there certainly was,^ as there are records of every Utiv^J^f^iim 
thing* ^ 

. Da you not know that this Court has existed for several centuries before the • ?£?^* 
Ujwn?^-Tbe. Court of Exchequer in Scotland did exist, a Ipng time before tho ^^* 

Unioa. 

Do you not know, that it is provided by the nineteenth article of the Unimi, that 
tberie should be a Cotut of Exchequer 10 Scotland after the Union, for deter-f 
^lining questions concerning the revenue of the Customs and Excise^ they having 
the same power and authority in such cases as the Court of Exchequer has in 
Er^i^d ?-~^Yes, I know that 

Would not any proposal by which the jurisdiction of that Court should, becar^ 
ried to England be a direct violation of that article of the Union?. — It would be 
in opposition to it, certainly. 

Was not that Court re-onodelled in the Union ? — It was re-mpdelled and esta«> 
bUshed by the Act of Queen Anne, establishing the Court of Exchequer io 
Scotland. . . 

^ By which the Court is to proceed according to the Eogljsh Courts?— Yes., 

Of what was the Court to consist? — It was to consist of the Chief Bc|ron and 
/our Barons. .... 

And were English lawyers competent to b^ chosen ?— Yes. 

Since the date of the Union, has the Court of Exchequer been, without one 
English lawyer on the Bench? — Never, to my knowledge. 

Are you aware that by the fourteenth article of the UnipOi the present Customs 
in Scotland are set forth at that time to amount to 30,000 /. per annum, and the 
present Excise of exciseable liquors in Scotland at 33,500 /. per annum ; and can 
you tell the Committee what is the gross amount of the taxf^tion of Scotland now ? 
— I cannot venture to give a sum, but, as I understand, the whole taxes anaount to 
nearly four millions ; but the precise sum I cannot speak ta , 

You do not speak as to the Customs and Excbe only ? — No, the whole Revenue 
of Scotland. , 

According to the natural course of things, ought the business of the CoMr:t of 
Exchequer, under such circumstances, to be greater now thap it wa^ at the time of 
the Union ?— ^I do not feel myself competent to answer the question either in the 
affirmative or the negative, as there are many reasons which might be stated on 
both sides. * " . . 

Are not tiie principal Judicial duties of the Court of Exchequer to recover 
the Kipg^s duties, and enforce penalties against those who transgress the Revenue 
Laws? — Yes. 

May not the extent of those duties be affected by the extent of taxation ? — 
Perhaps it might 

* Did the Atit which pi^ssed in 1830 niake. any alteration in the constitution 
of the Court of Exchequer ? — Yes. 

Are you aware what the duties of the Commissioners of Excise and Customs 
then were, and now are, as connected with the trial of causes and deciding 
disputes connected with the Revenue? — There is certainly a difference, be- 
cause I understand that the Commissioners of Excise have the power of deciding 
cases. 

Do you know the fact yourself? — ^I do not affect ta know it fcilly. 

Do you nlean to say that the Commissioners of Excise in England decide causes 

respecting RevtePud iif Scotland ? — ^To a certain extent; I apprehend they do hear 

reports and decide ; that is what I understand. ^ 

' If that is the case to any extent, might it not have rendered the increase of 

business in the Exchequer Court commensurate with the taxation ?— It might have* 

Can you state any case within your own knowledge occurring in Scotland; which 
Was decided by the Commissioners t)f Excise in London ? — No ; I have no access . 
t<> know the cases that are decided in England. 
. Then -have- you any certain information on the subject? — No, I have not. 

Now, by the Act passed in 1850, tlid not material alterations take place- in ib^ 
constitution of the Court of Exchequer in Scotland? — Yes. . • ^ ; 

Of ^what nature ?-^The Judges were restricted to two prospectively, the Lord 
Chief Baron and Ofie Baron. 
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: Waa anv provision made in the event of those two differing in opinion with each 
othec? — Yes ; one of the Judges of tlie Court of Session might be called upon to 
assist in any question of difficulty. 

Supposing the English forms of proceeding to be continued in the Court of Ex- 
chequer in ocotlandy and laying aside the saving of expense,^ does.it occur to you 
that a more unexceptionable tribunal can be formed for discharging the dutiefs of 
the Court of Exchequer in Scotland, than that which is provided by the said Act? — 
No; I conceive the duties would be equally well done by the (provisions of that 
Act, but at a greater expense to the public from the salaries ; that is the only 
difference, . : 

Under that Act the inhabitants of Scotland, in questions with the Crown, have 
the advantage of the opinion of a Judge of high character ? — Yes. 
. Namely, the Chief Baron ? — Yes. 

Is provision also made by that Act for those cases where a knowledge of the 
Scotch law is required by the assistance of one of the minor Barons ? — Ipresume 
tbat:was the object of the enactment. ^ - 

Is provision by this Act made for the occasional absence of the Chief Baron; or 
one of the other Barons? — Yes, by there being two. 

How is that difficulty supplied in the event of one Judge being appointed to 
discharge the duty ? — It might be done in the same way by a reference to one 
Judge, or other Judges of the Court of Session. 

' Does any mode occur to you in the ca^e of one Judge of the Court of Session 
being individually appointed to the Exchequer, which is what is proposed by tbb 
Bill ?-— It might be necessary to have reference to another Judge, in the case of 
absence or sickness. 

You are aware that certain degrees of consanguinity and affinity form a ground 
of declinature to' a Judge in Scotland ?-— Yes, by the practice of the Court of 
Session. • - 

How could that be supplied if there was only one Judge in the Court of 
Exchequer? — ^In the same way as in the case of sickness or absence, by reference 
to another Judge. 

Then one Judge could not discharge the duty? — He might not in those particu- 
lar instances ; but those are v^ry eventful ; they may or may not happen. 
'Might not there any relation of a Judge become indebted to the Crown, or he 
himself become indebted to the Crown, and if so, in what' way fiould that debt be 
recovered? — I cannot conceive that any upright Judge could be so affected by 
propinquity as to act in favour of one person more, than another. 

Do you recollect the case of M^Dowall v. Semple, in which Chief Baron Dundas 
was obliged to quit the Bench, in consequence of being surety for a party ? — 
I recollect his declining to act from being surety in that case. 

I think you said you thought the inconvenience of having one Judge might be 
remedied by calling in another ?— Yes. 

Do you consider in calling in another Judge who is not conversant with the usual 
mode of proceeding in that Court, he would be likely to decide satisfactdriiy on 
questions connected with the Revenue ? — I think with very little preparation of the 
case he might; he could not do it instantly, but he might with. a little preparation 
make himself master of the case. ^ 

The forms of the Scotch law have no resemblance to the forms of the English 
law? — No. 

You were originally Clerk to the Signet, and know the forms of the Scotch lane ? 
—Yes. 

Are English Bills, writs of ^cir^/^ci^^, or cer/ior^rt, known at all in tlie Courts 
of Session? — They are not. 

Do not difficulties frequently occur, in point of form, in the preparation of camses 
1^ the Court of Exchequer ? — There are difficulties occur occasionally in drawing 
the information, in order to bring cases into the Court of Exchequer. 

Have ^ou known any cases where it has been. necessary to send to Engkmd to 
have the mformation drawn ? — I have, in order, to have it drawn by English Counsel. 
r To. the Judge, who js to decide on the coifrectness of such writs, is not the 
Jcnowledge of the English, law indispensably necessary ?— I am not awar^ generally 
i]t would be n^essary.; l^ut I do.notpresqme to say. tbei^ mig^t not be a .case 
where the knowledge of' English law would be of great, ad vantage. ... . , 
^^ * : . .Writs 
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/. Writs of EKteot are writs of some nicety, are they npt ? — I do not hold thai tJiey 
^are of .grciat nicety ; it requires nothing but a sound discretion and judgment in 
grantbg the fiat . . 

Do ypu consider any Judge capable of doing that, who has never directed his 
^attention to it at all?^— I do; in, issuing the Wnt of ;Extent, because I have seen 
Judges order the same to be issued with great propriety, who bad not muqh expe- 
rience in such writs. 

; By the provisions of the Bill, it is proposed that Writs of Extent, in the absence 
-of the Judge of the Court of, Exchequer, shall be granted by the Judges of the 
Court of Session, officiating as the Lord Ordinary on Bills? — Yes, 
( During the vacation of the Court of Session, is there not a difierent Lord Ordi- 
,nary on Bills every week? — I believe there is., 

Does it occur to you, that if it were thought necessary to abolish the office of 
^Lord Chief Baron, still the duties of the Court of Exchequer would not be better 
performed by one Judge, exclusively devoting his attention to the duties of the 
Court, thanhy bringing in a Judge of the Court of Session, who has impk)rtant 
duties in his own Court to discharge ?• — No doubt he. might do the duties equally 
,welL but I doubt if there is sufficient to employ a judicial person acting only in the 
Court of Exchequer. 

Would such a Judge not perform the duties better by having his attention exclu- 
sively directed to English forms and English law, than a Judge whose attention 
was almost entirely directed to Scotch forms and Scotch laws?— r Perhaps he might 
^ Have you any doubt about it? — No, because I thjnk where one man's attention 
is exclusively confined to one object, he will be more master of the subject than 
another person who has other duties to perform. 

. You stated, that this Return is correct, so far as you know; from what materials 
was it made up ? — It was made up from the Book of Exchequer. 

By yoinrself ? — No, by the Attomies who keep the Records of my office, in the 
Law dej;mrtment. 

Was there, any other .Return made up, to your knowledge ? — I am not aware of 
(any made up under my direction ; there may have been other Returns got from the 
^ttornies without my knowledge. 

Does the first column, of the number of causes brought, show the whole number 
.where the parlies had proceeded to answer in the Exchequer ?— I presume it does, 
because the first column is entitled, " Th^ Number of Causes brought." 

That is your belief? — ^That is my belief; I am no further certain than that those 

n^aterials were put into my hands by the Attorney who made up the list. 

The Returns were to lemmas last, I believe? — Yes, to Lammas vacation 1831. 

Then it only comprehends the causes before the present Chief Baron during six 

months? — No, eighteen months, I believe; but the precise period will appear from 

the, Returns. 

Do , you know whether those Returns comprehend motions for parties to show 

cause why the accounts of executory have not been lodged under the 42 Geo. III. 

c. p9 ? — 1 rather presume not, because those are mere motions. 

'. Out of those motions, do not questions of considerable importance frequently 

occur, with regard . to the legacy duty, and with regard to the jdluties payable on 

'legal succession ?— Certainly. 

l£ such questions arose, would they not appear in the Report of the arguments 
^at.law? — J presi^me they would, because the motion being made^ would bring on 
an argument on the point of law, wherever there was a question. 
r 'Styi, must not such causes be considered as haying been brought? — Certai;Jy. 

In the Paper delivered to the Committee, the nature of the present establishment^ 
fi,q^ the details of the judicial duties, is given in page 7 ?— Yes. 

Poes not that comprehend all the judicial duties which that Court has to per- 
jibrm ?r-T Yes, the finrt; seven- articles do. 

i The Barons judge complaints regarding the Assessed Taxes ? — ^That is the Treasury 
.busi^ss ; but t^ey also act in a judicial capacity, in the same way as the Judges of 
England, in determining appeal cases under the Assessed Tax Act, brought before 
^tb^iQ from the judgment of the Commissioners of Supply. 

^here partios have neglected to appeal to the Commissioners .of Supply in due 

season, and come to the Court of Exchequer for relief,, is that Court, guided by 

Ju^lfciai: views,; or -merely those of indulgence?— They act. merely as Lords of the 

, Treasury. ,, ; , 
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Are those several duties^ stated to be performed by the Court of Exchequer^ 
executed within the time mentioned 4n< the Chief Baron's Ev4dence ?— YeS, except 
with regard to issuing Writs of Extent ,; 

Do tiiey never decide questions of appeal from the Commissioners of Supply 
feifter term ? — They may do it out of term, and they have done it frequently oat 
of term. 

Recently ?— Not veiy recently, I believe ; I am not sure. 

During the present Chief Baron's time ? — I could not say the precise time, but 
there is nothing to prevent their doing it out of terin ; one or two Barons may 
decide the app^s by Law, 

There is the paper with the last Return of the Assessed Taxes ; will that refresh 
your memory ? —Yes, the term ends on the 5th of July ; I see there are various 
cases decided upon the 20th of July, which is after term. 

Is the Court of Session in Scotland the sole court of common law in that country, 
the supreme court of common law ? — Yes, it is. 

Is it not also the supreme court of equity ?— Yes. 

Is it the supreme court of Bankruptcy ?— -Yes, certainly. 
. By the Statute of 1 S50, were additional duties thrown on the Court of Session ?— 
Certainly. 

Were the duties of the Jury Court tbrown on the Court of Session ? — Yes. 

And the duties of the Admiralty Court ? — Yes. 

And the duties of the Consistory Court? — Yes. 

And was not the number of Judges of the Court of Session diminished ? — 
They were. 

By how many ? — Two. 

Have you any access to know whether the business there is in arrear or not ? — 
No, I have not. 

I see Mr. Taylor was appointed Keeper of the Records of the Judicial Procedure } 
when did that take place ?— A great many years ago. 

And no vacancy has occurred since ? — No, he still holds the office. 

Has any appointment taken place, on the 2d of February 1 830^ of a Clerk, to 
the Baron ? — The Exchequer Seal and the office of Clerk of the Barons were 
given on the death of the late Chief Baron's clerk, Mr. Owen. 

Are you not aware that the Commissioners recommended the abolition of the 
office of the Keeper of the Seal ? — Yes. 

Has the salary ever been abolished ? — No. 

Did they not consider the fees arising from it to be an ample remuneration ?-^ 
I believe the fees are a mere trifle* 

Are not questions regarding gifts of ultimus hcereSy of a Judicial nature ?— No ; 
I conceive them to be entirely Treasury business. 

Are the Barons said to be guided by rules of law in the disposal of estates ?— 
They are not absolutely bound by the rules of law in making a distribution in the 
cases of ultimus hares, but they will naturally pay attention to any legal claim that 
the parties have. 

Have you seen a Report of Baron Hume, of a case of that description, of 1 
or 1 2 pages in length ? — ^I do not recollect any particular case of a report of 
Baron Hume, of that nature ; I have frequently got from Baron Hume, notes or 
memoranda, in order to assist the Barons in making up their minds in deciding 
'upon the case of ultimus k^ereSy which have been sometimes very distinct add 
long. 

• Were tliey legal views ? — Not always legal, but what ought to be done on the 
particular case. 

When there were rules of law referred to, were th6y rules of Engli^ or Scotch 
law ? — Scotch law. 

In point of fact^ do you prepare a Report of all those particulars, to be kid 
before the Court of Exchequer ? — After reading all the papers, I make a full 
Report of the nature of the case to the Barons, pointing out the claims of the 
diflerent parties. 

Do you suggest the persons who ought to be preferred ? — Sometimes I do, but 
not iEtlways ; I leave the case to the disposal of the Barons, giving them the facts, 
and pointing out the various claims of the parties.- 

What tribunaUs it which tries the previous question of heir or no heir? — It is 
never tried, the parties come at once to the Court of Exchequer, stating that the 
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person has died Without heirs, or a bastard, as tbecase may be/ and praying a gifant 
of the fund supposed to have fallen to the Crown in* consequence of t^mt^ h(STts; 
then that application is advertised in the public newspapers, and all persons are 
allowed to make application tp the Court of Exchequer for a share and proportion 
of that fund. The Barons never take up any case till 12 months after the date of 
(he advertisement, in order to give the parties time to bring forward their claims. 
. Then they dispense with tbe proceedings analogous to our Commission of 
flscheat? — Yes. 

I think you said, that the Judge whose attention is devoted exclusively to ft 
particular course of business, might be expected to do it better than one who ha^ 
other duties to perform ? — Yes. 

. I tliiiik yoa said, that in your optnipn there was not sufficient business of a 
judicial oatiire to occupr tbe tmie of the Judges of the ^Exchequer ? — No. 

I ask you whether (tt is matter of opinion), whether there may not be an advantage 
in having a Judge kept to employment in the practice and the exercise of his duties; 
whether he might not be more eligible or fit for judicial business than one who has 
hardly any thing to do ? — Yes, I think that must follow. 

Do you not think a Judge will be more vigorous and alert, according to the 
Exercise of his judicial faculties ? — Yes. 

I think you mentioned the Writ of Extent and Fiat of Extent as being forms of 
procedure belonging to the Law of England? — Yes. 

At the same time you did not see any difficulty that would arise to a Scotch 
Judge in deciding whether they ought to be issued or not? — Certainly riot. 

Are you not aware that the doctrine of Extent and the process of Extent inter- 
fere with thie general effect of the Law of Scotland, so as to afford an object of 
jBtudy to all Scotch lawyers ? — Certainly. 

Do you not know that there is a long Chapter upon that subject in Mr. Bell's 
Commentaries upon the Law of Scotland? — I know there is. ^ 

Are you aware whether the duties that were given to the Court of Exchequer in 
Scotland by the Acit of Anne over the Excise and Customs, and other* taxes then 
leviable, in Scotland were given to this Court in the character of a Court, ot* as a 
Board of Treasury ? — I am rather diffident in answering the question ; but I would 
answer it in saying, in some degree, it might be both. 

Were the duties that belong to the old Court of Exchequer in Scotland trans- 
ferred to the new Court, in addition to the Judicial duties ? — ^Yes. ' 

Is that the origin of the Treasury business being now discharged by the Court of 
Exchequer ? — I apprehend it is. 

Were there any Jury Trials in the Exchequer in Scotland previous to tbe Union ? 
— I believe not. 

Is it probable that the English law was introduced for the purpose of having the 
establishment of Jury Trials ? — It might be so ; a benefit was intended by the Act 
establishing the Court. 

In the Returns, we have a certain number of compounded causes; are yoij 
aware that several of the causes are compounded where the parties have a good 
defensible cause, from the fear of incurring the expense in defending it? — It might 
be so ; I am not aware of it ; I have no access to know how and when the cause 
is compounded. 

The Courts judicially interfere sometimes to protect parties in undefended causes, 
do they not ? — Yes, the Judge always does who presides at the trial. 

With regard to the Treasury business, do you accede to tbe statement of the 
former and the present Lord Chief Baron, in their detail of the nature of the 
Treasury business, in their Evidence ? — Yes. 

' Do-yon concur with the account given generally of the nature of that busitiess ? 
— I do generally ; there are one or two points, perhaps, of no great importance,* 
whfere we difier j I will give you one of them. It is stated in page 9, '* I have no 
difficulty in saying that it appears to me, that there is no need for having matters 
connected with the Assessed Taxes, partly under the control of the King's Remem- 
brancer (acting under the authority of the Barons) and partly under the control of 
tbe Clomptmller of Taxes; but that, on the contrary, one or the other of those 
should be selected, and that the person so selected for conducting the business inr 
Scotland, should be placed under the control of the Tax Office." Now my opinion 
is; that the collection and the assessment of the taxes should be placed under 
thecontrol of different persons; not the control; 1 should rather say, brought under 
the management of different persons. 
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Si<^ Ai:e you ^ware what the difference is in that respect in England and Scotland? 

Htm^Jm^me^ — I am not perfectly aware yet, though I have been making inquiries with regard 
^ to the difierence between England and Scotland, i 

i8^ Are those all the points ? — They are all the points. 

Has it occurred to you to consider whither the Teasury business now performed* 
by the Barons of the' Exchequer, might cohvenienty' or advantageously be trans^ 
acted without tiieir intervention, t^ means of the officeyou bold, or of any other 
local officer in Scotland, communicating with the Treasury and the Board of Taxes 
and of Woods and Forests in London; direct? — Yes, I am of opinion the Treasury 
business might be done by a communication from Scotland, with those three 
Boards. 

Quite well, and quite satisfactory to the people of Scotland? — I have no doubt 
it would be quite satisfactory ; the individuals in Scotland would have the same- 
opinion and the same relief which they have in many cases at present. 

Are not the decisions and reports of the Barons all sent to the Treasury in 
London, before they ultimately take effect? — ^They decide many cases themselves at 
present. 

But all cases of importance are communicated to the Treasury, and sanctioned by 
them ? — Yes. ^ 

Do you mean appeals of over-charge ? — No ; the Barons decide all those small 
applications themselves. 

Do you not cousider the power of the Barons to attend to all applications of 
that kind being vested in the Court of Exchequer, is advantageous to the people of 
Scotland ? — It is of advantage to have it vested somewhere in Scotland, that relief 
may be given. 

Would any inconvenience result to the people of Scotland if all such business 
was transferred to Ix)ndon ? — No inconvenience would result if it were transferred 
to London; but there is no intention, I believe, to transfer it to London. 

There would, be no inconveniences? — I am not aware of any inconvenience,^ 
because the same fieurility of disposing of the case Hould be given at the Exchequer 
at Edinburgh, as at present. 

At present does not the Remembrancer report to the Barons, and they decide 
upon the claim ? — Yes. 

In the event of the business being transferred to London, you contemplate that 
the Remembrancer himself should dispose of it? — No, the Remembrancer might 
report to the Treasury, and receive their directions. 

Then the business will not be done in Scotland, but in England ? — All the ma- 
terial business wUl be done in London; certainly the business of consequence ; but 
trifling cases, the Lords of the Treasury might give directions for disposing of in 
Scotland. • ^ 

By appointing the Remembrancer to dispose of them ? — I do not say the Remem-. 
brancer, but either him or some other proper person in Scotland. 

In point of fact, is not the principal business done by reference to London by the 
Barons, and decided there? — Important cases are sent to the Treasury, but those 
of less consequence are now disposed of by the Barons. 

What do you mean by im];)ortant cases? — I mean, by important cases, those as 
to grants of the public money, all of which proceed from the Treasury, and are never 
giv^n by the Barons without the approbation or direction of the Treasury. 

In cases of applications about taxes, might it not be extremely incouv^ient if 
they could not get them speedily settled ? — Certainly ; but I conceive that the Lords 
of Uie Treasury cQiild adopt such rules and regulations, as would prevent all causes 
of complaint from the public in Scotland. 

Is it your opinion, that the people of Scotland would be equally satisfied with the 
decision of the officer whom the Treasury might authorize to dispose of the. ques- 
tions, as they now are, by its being disposed of by the Barons of the Exchequer? — » 
I conceive, that any person who was dissatisfied with the decision of any question; 
would always have the Treasury to go to for relief, in the same way as they have: 
at present ; because there are cases where the Barons have refused relief, whei« the 
parties have gone to the Treasury, and. where the Barons have reported back to the 
Treasury their reasons for refusing relief; and I may say, aloiost always, the Trea- 
sury has approved of the Barons' reasons.for refusing relief. . The Treasury is alwa^ys 
open to the applications of any individuals for relief from any tax« 

Do 
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Do many cases of appeab to theTretobry occur in -sihaU^ matters ?— Sometimes ; Sir 

I have seen very trifling cases. . - HemyJariik. 

. Is there any Return made of them r—^No ; there might be a Retdm made» if re- ^' 

quired. Many come from the Treasoryi origpaftUy^ widiout having been before tlie ' fg!"^ 
fia^oos ; and lately, there have been a great many'sent down to the Barons for their 
Report upon the facts, and Opinion of the case, from the.Treasury direct. 

Is not, in point of fact, that Report and Opinion drawn up by you, and laid before 
the Barons for tlieir sanction ? — The Report is dcawn up by me^ founded upon the 
itcts of the case, produced by inquiry from different quarters. 

PracticaHy, at the present moment, the Report is drawn at your office, and referred 
by you to the Barons for their approbation and signature ? — The Report is drawd 
up by me, and is referred to the Biarons for their consideration ; and they approve 
of iriy Report, or disapprove of it, as tliey tee cause, by judging of the case from 
my Report • 

Exclusive of the correspondence which you stated in the beginning of the Return, 
now before the Committee, of the duties of your office, there are 1 8 different depart- 
ments for certain duties ; the management of the Northern Lights^ and others 
which are mentioned in page 5 ; are there any of those which you think could not 
be transferred fix)m your department, to be under the direction of similar depart- 
ments in London, or under the Treasury, or to be conducted by you, under their 
direction, or other existing authorities in Scotland? — I conceive I could get the whde 
of the business mentioned in those 1 8 Articles done by correspondence with the Trea- 
sury, the Woods and Forests, or the Tax Board, equally well as with the Exchequeiv 
because I would make the same Reports that I do now to those respective Bcmrds 
for their directions. . / 

Will you look at Article 14 of this last list ; namely, providing compensation for 
the reduction of offices held by individuals during life, and the loss of those offices? 
— That falls under the special direction of the statute, which I have nothing to do 
with ; but to re];)ort the facts as to the fees and various things, as I do at present, to 
the Barons, in order that they might judge of the amount ; the power of granting 
compensation directed by that special statute being vested in the Barons. 

1 wish to know whether considerable difficulty has not frequently occurred in tb^ 
disposal of such questions, even among the Barons themselves ? — Certainly, it is 
a nmtter of considerable difficulty; L apprehend there can be no difficulty in the 
Lords of the Treasury, or whoever may be authorised by the special statute, as in the 
case of No. 14; whoever was so authorised would be able to state to Parliament 
what was the proper remuneration to be given to the individual officers, whose office 
has been abolished by law. 

There appears to have been received by you, as King's Remembrancer, 5,668 /• 
of fees ; are they entirely received from what you call the Treasury department, or 
the Judicial department? — Part from both. ^ 

There appears to be 4,884/. of that amount paid by the public for fees ?— Yes. 

And only 774/. have been paid by private individuals? — Yes. 

Do you not coQsider the practice of receiving fees from the public for their own ' 

duty, as attended with considerable expense and inconvenience? — I can hardly say 
thot it is attended with expense; it. is collected without any expense, and the 
balance is paid oyer to i\}e public again. 

The trouble of collecting and keeping the account you think is the only incon- . 
venience? — ^Yes, but 1 should say it would be much better if those fees paidvby the 
public were abolished, and the salaries put upon the establishment. 

Is it your opinion that it would be better to abolish all the fees, and have it paid 
directly from the public?— It would. 

I see there is a superannuation allowance of 700 /. charged for a retired officer 
paid by you ; what officer was that? — He was an old man, 55 years in the office ; 
he was my first clerk, and retired from being old and very infirm^ and he got the 
full allowance from the Treasury. 

Do you think that there would be a necessity for keeping up the present 
estsfblishment of your office, in case the correspondence should be directly with the 
Treasury ; that part which is at present with the Treasury, and other parts confined 
to the different boards? — I think I should have a great deal more correspondence 
than I have at pj^esent, at least not less; I think I should have more correspondence 
in consequence of having to correspond so much more with London than at present. 
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That win depeod'upon the amouDt of duties transferred to the different Boards ? 
—Yes. 

Will you state whether, if the accounts of the Customs, Excise, Assessed Ta)ces, 
which seem to form a large portion of tbe Lord Treasurer Remembrancer's Office, 
were transferred, whether it would be necessary to keep up that Offiee r-^-rWith 
regard to. tlie transfer of those accounts you allude to, there is very little duty done 
in tbe Lord Treasurer Remembrancer's Office, further than recording those accounts ; 
tlfey haye not b^p examined at the Office, because the accounts of die Customs 
and Excise are examined by the respective Auditors of those two departments; bq4 
the accounts qf the Assessed Taxes are examined and checked by tbe Auditor of 
^the Exchequer. » 

Are we to understand that the duty of that is the pri&cqial.one in tbe office r*-r 
^Np, the greatest and oxwt important duty whidi the Ixml Treasui^ Ronesi- 
braincer has to perform, is checking and passing the Sheriffs' accounts ; tlmt is one qf 
the most important branches of that office. 

, After the Sheriffs' accounts, what is the next important account P — There are 
various little things, but none of those that woqld occupy so long a time as that^ . 

Do you consider it would be necessary to keep up a separate office for that, 
instead of having an Auditor belonging to tbe office to do the duty? — That is the 
-opinion of the Lord Chief Baron in his Evidence ; and I confess, after canvassing 
tov^ the matter with him, I am disposed to be of his opinion. 

Do you think that any one single person could do all the duty at present dis- 
fhar^ged by the Lord Treasurer Remembrancer and his Clerks ? — Certainly not, 
because from, what the Chief Ba)X)n mentions in his Evidence, I understand the 
examination of the Sheriffs' accounts, which forms the greatest and the most im- 
portant duty of tbe Lord Treasurer Remembrancer, is to be done by another 
individual, such as the present Clerk, Mr. Gleg, as the Auditor of those accounts. 

Was not this office regulated by Act of Parliament recendy ? — Yes. 

Those regulations proposed by tlie Court of Exchequer ? — Yes, it must have beea 
by the Barons. 

Why should it be required to be regulated now ? — I do not see any material ne- 
cessity for alteration, because there would be vei-y little saved from altering it. 
' Does the Act of Parliament require that this officer should do his duty in person ? 
•^Yes, and Mr. Montgomery does do the duty in person. 

Will there be any advantage in bringing the auditing of all the accounts in Scot- 
land into one office ? — No, I am not aware of any ereat advantage that there would 
be iti auditing them all in one office ; and you could not bring Customs, Excise and 
Assessed Taxes all into one office, for each would require to have its separate 
Auditor. 

* ' In the event of the change, how would the Sheriff' get redress as to any article 
of his account? 7- The Chief Baron has stated that. 

Does Mr. Montgomery do the duty in person himself? — He does a great part 
of it, and attends the office regularly. 

Has he a separate office? — He has a separate office for himself and his clerks ; 
be has a small room. 

I see you have an office of Auditor stated here ; The Honourable Geo. Murray, 
principal Auditor; it is stated, that the office is to be. regulated; what duty does 
Mr. Murray do? — He does no duty at all; it is a sinecure office. 

Then, iqstead of regulation, do you see any objection to abolition ? — The prin- 
cipal office of Auditor is abolished by Act of Parliament ; there must be an Auditor 
in the Court of Exchequer. 

What is the principal duty of that office ?-t-Hc is to audit all the various ac- 
counts of Assessed Taxes, which you will see is very considerable. 

. Suppose the Assessed Taxes transferred, and the Customs transferred, and the 
Hawkers and Pedlars transferred to the several departments of the same nature in 
England, and under those offices, what then would they have to do ? — I do not ap* 
prebend the auditing of tbe accounts of the Assessed Taxes can possibly be trans- 
ferred to England. 

Why ? — Because tlie Assessed Taxes are levied and collected upon different prin- 
ciples to what they are m England. 

Exdosive of those which you have mentioned, what other duties has the Auditor 
to perform ?— ?He has to form a check upon the Receiver General, and the payments 
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-made; he has to check the use of the tnoney issued to ihem^ and the passing and ^i^ 

checking all their accounts. Hm^Jwf^. 

, The whole of the clerks in his employment seem to be paid from fees?— Yes. ■ ' ^ ^ ■ — 

Are those fees paid principally by the public or by individuals? — There are * f»^!^^ 
somt fees upon accounts, which are some ot them paid by the public, and some of 
them by individuals who happen to have an account to pass ; bnt I may say, dMit 
they are almoAt all paid by the publia 

Do they bear the same proportion, the fees paid by the public, as the fees paid 
in your office? — There are some fees I might mention, which were formerly paid by 
individuals on a saliury warrant, of 2^. 6d., according to the sum, that have been 
lately taken away, and the pensions are paid without those fees, the fees being paid 
to them from the Treasury out of the public money. 

One branch of his duty seems to be, to audit the accounts of the Chamberlains 
of the rents received from the Earldom of Ross, &c. what extent of duty is there in 
that ?-*-These ai*e very important accounts ; perluips not very long in detail, butreqotr^ 
ing a great deal of attention in examining, checking and preparing to be passed ; the 
accounts of the Bishops' rents, and the Chamberlains' accounts. 

Take for instance, the Chamberlain of Ross, Mr. Murray ; he receives a salary 
of 125/., and the average of his collection is 2,350/., paid by 35 persons; are' those 
farms held at fee-farm rents or fixed rents, or do they vary ?— They are feu-dutiei 
or quit-rents, and some of them payable in grain, which vary every year accoi'ding 
to the right of the feuars. 

Are they are all situated in Ross-shire ? — I cannot answer that question, because 
many of the Earldoms extend over various parts of Scodand ; for in^tahce, the 
Chamberlain of Fife and Strathem extends over part of Perthshire and other 
counties. ' ^ 

Are the revenues of the Chamberlain of Fifeshire and Stratherh feu-duties of the 
same description? — Yes, payable by 170 persons. 

And that of the Lordship of Galloway and Duncow the same ? — They are of the 
same nature. 

Are those of Dunbar, and Lindores, and Ettrick Forest, the same ? — ^They are of 
the same nature, feu-duties and quit-rents. 

Do you consider that there would be any difficulty in selling them at a fair price ? — 
Noj I conceive they might be sold; all the feu-duiies payable to the Crown might 
be sold to the diflferent vassals at so many years' purchase ; but it would be a very 
long time before the whole sale could be completed, arising from various causes, such 
as inability to pay a large sum ; whereas an annual sum might be very easy. I dp 
not think strangers would purchase, as they perhaps could only be sold to vassals 
by the law. 

Then an Act of Parliament would be requisite to authorise the sale ? — Yes. 
In that case, if vassals were not disposed to purchase, individuals might ^ 
permitted to buy, as in the case of land-tax ? — Yes. 

I see the Chamberlain of Ettrick Forest is held by Lord Dunglass, who appears 
to receive a salary of 300 /. a year, and the revenue he collects amounts to only 
235 /., collected from 30 persons ; his deputy has an allowance of 20 /., and the 
diflFerence between the revenue and his salary is directed to be paid from other 
Crown revenues ; at what time was that appointment made ? — ^The original salary 
attached to the Chamberlain of Ettrick Forest was 500/. a year. 

Who held the office? — William Pringle, Esq.; at his death, which happened 
about 1827, it was reduced to 300/. 

How long did Mr. Pringle hold the office ? — For a great many years. 
Had he always the same salary ? — Yes. 

Was the revenue greater than it now is, or nearly the same ? — Much the same. 
Then during the whole of that period, more than the amouut of the whole revenue 
he collected was paid to him as a salary? — It would appear so. 

I wish to ask you ; it appears he was appointed by a commission under tl}e Great 
Seal* dated the 27th of July 1827; are you acquainted with the Mature of the ap* 
pointment ; is it for lifie or any number of years }^rl believe for life. 

Part is payable out 'of the hereditary revenues ? — The salary of 300 1 a year* is 

payable first oat of the revenues of the Chamberlain of Ettrick Forest, andin the 

event pf any deficiency out of the revenues of the Lordship d* Dunbar. ^^ 
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The Lordsbit) of Dunbar is part of the hereditary revenues of the Grown ?— 
Yes; of which you will see Robert Hay is the hereditable collector. 

Are you aware whether the last half-year's account of the Chamberlain's has 
been audited? — I cannot speak as to that ; I kn6w they are kept up very close. 

Do you consider that after the 1st of William gives the whole hereditary reve- 
nues to the Crown, the Auditor would be authorized to pay that money? — Yes, 
I do ; because it was affected with the burdens on the he!*editary revenues, when it 
,was given up by the King. 

What is the nature of Bishops' rents ; I see the revenue is stated to be 3,500 /., 
collected from 500 persons? — The Bishops'. rents are precisely similar to the rents 
levied by the Chamberlain, the fees, duties and quit-rents payable by the vassals 
which belong to the Bishops,. in the same way as the feu-duties i^nd quit-rents 
belonging to the King were payable to the Chamberlain of the different Lordships. 

Are you aware of any objection to their being sold, the same as any other c|uit- 
rents ? — If Government chose to ^ell them, I see no objection to selling them in the . 
same way as the others. 

Do all the Chamberlains hold their situations by the same tenure ? — I atn not sure ; 
I am rather inclined to think they are during pleasure. 

Exclusive of those quit-rents and fee-farm rents, what actual estates has the 
Crown in land? — They have only two estates of any value; the one in Caithness, 
the other in the Orkneys ; the whole of the Caithness rents are collected by John 
Kerr, the general collector. 

What is the amount of that estate ? — I could not possibly say what the sum is ; 
I believe it is 500/. or 600/. a year; it is let at rack-rent. , 

I see 1,350/. is stated tp be the produce of the Orkney estate ; is that from lands 
or fee-farm ? — There are feu-duties in the Orkneys and land farms also. 

What is the amount of the land ? — It is impossible at present to say what the 
value of the land is. 

Ha§ not the land come lately out of lease ? — Yes ; and is now under the manage* 
ment of the Barons, by sign-manuaL 

In what condition has it been ? — It was in very bad oi^der, almost gone to ruin, 
the farms quite uncultivated, and the tenants in great distress. 

To whom was it let?— Under lease to Lord Dundas, but in fact it was left to 
bis agents to do as they pleased with it. 

Would not the Collector of the Cess collect in these fee-farm rents and feu- 
duties ? — No, it would occasion exactly the same trouble. 

Do you see any objection to the management of these fee-rfarm rents and feu- 
duties being transferred to a gentleman of the Woods and Forests in England, 
acting and put under their direction? — I could not properly answer that questioa 
without looking more particularly into the nature of tliem ; I apprehend they must 
be managed by some person resident in Scotland, in connection* with the' proper 
Boards in England. 

In point of fact, I believe you have taken great pains personally with regard to , 
the estates in the North ?— I have ; I have gone to Orkney more than once, on 
purpose to make myself master of the situation of the country, and to enable me , 
to state to the Barons what best they should do with regard to the management. 

It appears that Mr. M'Lean held the situation of Solicitor of the Exchequer, 
and the Report of the Barons to the Treasury, dated October i82r, recomniended 
the salary of that officer, on the termination of the then interest, to be reduced to 
100/.; but notwithstanding that recommendation, Mr. McLean rec^ved iiis ap- 
pointment in December 1822, with the former salary; can you state any reason 
why that took place; it is in page 1 7 ? — I can give no reason for it ; the Report was 
made to the Treasury that 100/.. was sufficient, but Mr. McLean got down his 
commis3ion, and had the 100/. and the additional sum. 

' Do you know how that happened ? — I do not know how that happened, because 
the commission was Jssued in London. . . . . > 

: Are there any other branches of the duty as Remembrancer ? — No. 

At present &11 the revenues of Scotland are collected in Edinburgh, and the 
establishment is there paid, and the balance is transmitted to London ; do you^ 
contemplate any change in that respect, in the event of the Treasury department 
being transferred to London ?— At present the: whole revenue is not stopped in 
£dinburgh^ as it used tq be ; we have no later than. yesterday got an auUK)rity from 
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the Treasury to pay what is called the Household EstabUshment, and Amount of Sir 

the remainder of the Pensions, by ordering the Receiver General of the Customs Mfwy Jwrime. 

to pay over the sum necessary to the Barona* to be by them paid over to the ~ 

.Receiver General, for the payment of. the individuals. .» Ww:cl?> 

Jill i siiiaries are. paid in Scotland, at present, out of money in Scotlaqd ?— Yes ; * ^*' 

they b^ing ordered to be paid by the Treasury, through the means of the Customs, 
that has been latterly done. 

Was it the former practice to pay it all into the Government account, and theti 
to. P^y y^ out again ? — ^The former practice was for the Barons to issue a preqept to 
the Commissioners of the Excise and Customs, for the respective parts of the Esta- 
blishment to retain such sums as were necessary from being remitted to London, for 
.making those payments. 

. Then, there. is no necessity for the intervention of the Bacons for paying tlje 
salaries in Scotland, which is now done by a warrant from the Treasury to the 
Receiver General of the Customs? — As they do not stop the money, and the money 
could be ordered to be paid over to the Receiver General direct by the Treasury, 
ID order to have it applied to the payment of the individuals, the only point to be 
considered, which the Treasury no doubt will consider, is how the precepts upon 
the Receiver General are to be signed,i which were formerly signed by the Barons. 1 

Has the situation of the Court of Exchequer been considerably altered since the 
Act of William ? — It has, with regard to the payment of the Establishment 

They are made more. the instruments of the Treasury than they were? — They 
are, in so far as they do not now stop tlie money from being transmitted to Lon- 
don, but receive an order Yrom the Treasury to draw from the Customs and 
Excise, as the case may be, the sums necessary for the payment of the Establish- 
ment and Pensions. 

That is, they are placed in a less responsible situation than they were ? — So far 
as that branch of the business goes, they are placed more directly under the direc- 
tion of the Treasury. 

Did they previously possess any discretionary power in these matters ? — ^They 
had no discretionary power, because the Establishment was controlled by the 
Treasury; and there is a list of the sums payable to each individual, which was ^ 
warrant for them to pay. 

That was always the case ? — Yes. 

And continues to be the case now ? — Yes, but there is this very material dif- 
ference, that formerly the hereditary revenues were entirely under their charge; 
and for which they were responsible to nobody but the Lords of the Treasury; 
whereas now, it being part of the public money, it is under the control of Parlia- 
ment, and they have no control over it, and cannot draw any sum of money out of 
that fund without the direct authority of Parliament ; which makes a very material 
.difference in the situation, of the Barons. 

' ' In what respect is the character of the Barons altered, except that being under 
the direction of the Treasury, they are now under the direction of Parliament?— 
Thev weife not responsible to Parliament before, so far as they were connected with 
the hereditary revenues, because they were under their own charge, specially dele- 
gated to them by the King. 

Then in thai case they were bound to obey the directions of the Lords of th^ 
Treasury with regard to the hereditary revenues ?— Yes. 

Did they exercise no discretion themselves with regard to the hereditary 
revenues? — Nothing of any consequence; they did in small trifling sums. 
" In whose names have the balances received, either in the preceding years, or' the 
present time, been kept? — All the money of the hereditary revenues was deposited 
in a Bank, bearing interest, and only operated on, that is, drawn out, by precepts 
from the Barons. . 

In what bank was it kept? — The hereditary revenues were kept in the banking- 
bouse of Sir William Forbes & Co. 

• When did that cease ?— When the hereditary revenues ceased to belong to the Kipg. 
Was that this year ? — ^Yes. 

* Was the balance large which stood to tiierredit of the Barons of the Exchequer? 
— Yes, the balance was considerable. . *• . ...i 
- What interest was allowed on the balance?— The usual bank inteifest pven at 
the time. ; ' ^ 

' In the^ application of the*. hereditary revenues, had the Barons any diiscretion; 

wece they not applied according to the special directions of the Lords of th^ 
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Tregtsmy ?— I apprehend they had no discretionary power of paying ^money; linless 
it was under the auUiority of the Tteasury. 

Were net the payments gener«ily made fixed payments, not alteri»g to parUfculbr 
individuals; the King's Household Officers ?--The King's Household Officers #a» 
one^regaku* paymeBt, and Pensionsrwas another regular payment { but verysmall 
items were ordered by the Treasury from time to time. 

Is that a Statement of the Hereditary Revenue ?— Yes, this is a Statement, 
showing the amount of the Hereditary Revenue in Scotland^ for each of the years, 
from the 2d of February iSia to the 5th of January 1830, and the mode of its 
appUcalion during the same period: 
• Is that an account prepared by yourself? — No, by the Receiver Generiil. 

You have seen the account before ?— Yes, I suppose I have, but I hav^ liot seen 
it for a long time , I have no doubt of its accuracy, becaose it is made by the 
Receiver General. 

Do you recollect transmitting the account to the late Lord Advocate^ with the 
letter now produced ? — I cannot recollect precisely the time ; I most bate done so^ 
from that letter. 

Look over that, and point out any article in which a discretionary power has been 
exercised by the Barons in the application of the hereditary revenues ? — ^There is 
one here ; 1 cannot say whether there was any authority from the Treasury or not ; 
most likely there was ; it was for making a new Throne for the Lord High Gommis* 
sioner to the Church, as the representative of the Crown. 

Does it not appear from that, that the Barons meriely exercised a Ministerial duty 
in the application of the hereditary revenues ? — Yes. 

Under the special directions of the Lords of the Treasury? — Yes. 

In what respect is the trouble of the Court of Exchequer diminished by the 
transfer of the hereditary revenues of the Crown ? — There will be no further pay- 
ments made of the hereditary revenues whatever, but by the authority of Parliament; 
the hereditary revenues will be paid into the Exchequer, and transmitted to London, 
forming part of the Consolidated Fund; 

What trouble will the Barons be saved by the change which has taken place of 
the transfer of the hereditary revenues ? — They will have nothing further to do with 
the hereditary revenues, and that must save them a considerable deal of trouble. 

In what respect? — There would.be various applications made to the Barons for 
payment of Certain things, which now will not be the case. 

In what manner were the repairs of the ruins in Scotiand done, which were done 
under the directions of the Barons of the Exchequer ? — They were all done from 
a Report of the architect who was sent to examine the state of the ruins ; and upon 
reporting to the Barons, they authorized, from time to time, certain repairs to be 
made which they thought necessary. 

That class of duty will no longer exist? — ^That will be taken from them, and 
remain under the authority, probably, of the Treasury. 

In what respect are the Barons of the Court of Exchequer more under the 
Treasury in consequence of the transfer of the hereditary revenues, than they were 
before ? — ^They are not more under the Treasury by the transfer of the hereditary 
revenues, because the hereditary revenues are done awaiy altogether. 

Then, in point of fact, the intervention of a Board in England is pot required ? — 
The Barons would have nothing more to do with the discharge of the duties con- 
nected with the hereditary revenues. 

You have stated that the farms or property in the Orkneys were in a very dila- 
pidated state ; there appears here '' Thomas Granam" as Chamberlain of Orkney, 
and he has 35o/. a year for superintending that estate, with a free house and some 
ground ; 1 wish to know whether Mr. Graham is resident at Orkney ? — He is in a 
very different situation from any other Chamberlain in Scotland ; he is the resident 
frictoron the property, and has the entire management of the estate belonging to the 
Crown, which is situated in various parts of the Orkneys, and he manages the whole 
as factor more than as Chamberlain. 

Has he been appointed since Lord Dundas's lease ? — He was appointed by the 
Lords of the Treasury on Lord Dundas s lease expiring. 

He had no charge during the lease ? — No, he, was sent there as a person com- 
petent to manage the whole property, and I am sure he is not overpaid. 

Has he any addition for hii^ expenses ? — He has no expenses, but upon coming 
up to Edinburgh once or twice, which were allowed him. 
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I only ask Ihta question^ beoaitse it appears tWt ^about ooertbird or one-feurtb ^ 

part of the annual income is paid for maoageioent ? — Hie rent payable now is so ff<wyy*WW>g ' 
eKcessively^QWydhat it will bear no iproportion to ««hat it will iNnoduce when the ^ w « 
property is brought into order.: . . >'•*.' ' t^aa. 

: Have. the. Barons- of the Exchequer, as Lords^^ oi the Trcasuryi. a oontralicnwMhr 
officers of the Revenue ? — ^They have. ' ^ 

. .And libey afford the subject redress i^nst their ansoondtiet^r^They. de^ but it 
could be done by the different Boards. 

. Where do >yDu think any Board can be Ibund equaUy jodependoot in pourt of 
chatacter and impartiality witli.the Barons of •tbei Exahequer ?-— J pnesuBM the 
Lords of the Treasury would judge from the facts laid before them themtelMS) at 
they do at present in almost all )cases. 

i>oyM9 not Judge ion the report of the Barofts at present ?-**TlMr^; ; ; ^ -^ 

Are the Rqports your Repmts, or the Reports of the Barons ?— rThey are {Hvpaved 
by roe. . ■ » •,.,., ^ . - , - 

Are tfaeynot diways considered :by the Barons: before they a66 transmitted to the 
Treasury ?— Always^ and there have been occastonaUy ahisn^os in the Reports 
■ttde.by theBacms* 

Suppose it was thought expedient to put under the power of the Barons, estates 
belonging to absent people and insane people, and so on/ are there not officers of the 
Exchequer who could take charge of it? — The accounts and the money concerns 
could be very well done by the Auditor of the Exchequer and the diflisrent officers. 

There ate Accountants in the Exchequer ? — Yes, the Auditor and his Clerks are 
Accountants. 

Do you consider the Accountants well qualified to exaipine into them? — I do. 

In cases of charitable trusts, for instance ? — Yes, I think there might be officers 
of the Exchequer who could do it at this moment. 

In that branch of the Bankruptcy business which refers to the appointment of 
factors, and the auditing of accounts, do you not think it might be advantageously 
done in the Court of Exchequer ? — It might, but it would be an additional business, 
which the present officers would not be able to overtake. 

Do you know whether there is any arrear in the Bankruptcy business in Scot^ 
land ? — I do not. 

Are you aware that the professed Accountants in Edinburgh are very much 
employed by the Courts ? — I believe the Lord Ordinary always refers those matters 
to a professed Accountant. 

Do you consider that those Accountants, so referred to occasiobally, are as re- 
spectable as the fixed Accountants of the Exchequer ? — I should consider that they 
are, because they are men generally of eminence in their profession. 

Are they not largely paid for the duty they are called on to perform ? — I be- 
lieve so. 

Are the Accountants in the Exchequer so overburthened with business, that they 
could not perform that duty without an increase of assistance ?— I think the present 
Auditors of the Exchequer could not do it. 

Or the Accountants of the Exchequer ? — There are no Accountfmts but the 
Auditor's Clerks ; if you give them more business, they would require more 
assistance. 

Do you know whether the Court of Session requires trustees to render annual 
accounts of the estate under the commission ? — I do not know. 

Do you know any instance within your knowledge, in which the estate has been 
entirely lost sight of by the Creditors, and remained in the hands of the Trusteed? — 
I have heard frequent complaints of that nature. 

That would not have occurred if it was obligatory on the trustees to render 
accounts such as I have alluded to in the Exchequer ? — No, certainly. 

But bankruptcy estates are administered under the authority of the Court of 
Session, but not the authority of the Court of Exchequer ?— Entirely. 

With respect to the augmentation of stipends, is there any difficulty that would 
present itself to their performing that duty ? — In so far as regards the mere grant- 
ing the augmentation, it might certainly be well done in the Exchequer, but it 
could not go further than mere augmentation ; no question of law could come 
there, of Scotch law. 

In cases of applications for augmentation of stipends, might it not be done with 
more advantage and justice to the par^, by information being remitted to them as 
to the state of the parish, and the circumstances of expense to which the incumbent 
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might be exposed, and whether a better decision might not be come to by tliose 
two Judges than by a board of people, very liable to be misled by the statement of 
Counsel on either side? — Yes, I have no doubt but that^ much, more material 
information might be obtained by means of a remit to the Sheriff and other officers, 
of the actual state of the parish, than by the vague pleadings of Counsel before 
the Court. 

Where it is generally the effi»rt of Counsel on both sides to serve his own client's 
case, and mislead the Judge?— Yes. / 

Is the Court of Session at present so overloaded with business, as to render it 
necessary that any part should be transferred to the Court of Exchequer? — I do 
not know. 

Do you not consider the control exercised by the Barons over the revenue offi- 
cers acts advantageously for the preventing abuses on the part of those officers ? — 
Yes, perhaps it may ; but at the same time those officers are open to prosecution in 
the common way, if they do any thing contrary to their duty. 

If placed more decidedly under the Boards to which they belong, do you not 
think there would be the same check against abuses, as now under the Barons ?— 
I think they are at present placed more decidedly under the Boards, except with: 
regard to the taxes. 
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Appendix, No. 1. 



1. — ^AN ACCOUNT of the Number of Causes brought in the Court of Exchequer 
in Scotland; distinguishing Undefended Causes, Causes Tried, Defiuided Causes 
Tried, and Causes compromised without any Ti^al, for the last Twenty Years; 
distinguishing each Year - - - - - - - - "P-Ss 

2. — RETURN, showing the Number of Arguments on Law Points in the Court of 
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Appendix, No. 1. 

l.^AN ACCOUNT of the Number of Causes brought in the Court of Exchequer in Scotland ; distinguishing 
Undefended Ctuaes, Causes Tried, Defended Causes Tried, and Causes Compromised without any Trial, for the 
iMfc Twenty Yean. 





Nomberof 


NUBfBER 


NUMBER 


Whereof 


NUMBER 


CAUSES 


YEAR. 


CAUSES 








Compromised 


Diwootioaed, 




bmghc 


bal not Tried. 


Tried. 


Defeaded. 


without Trid. 


&C.&C. 


1 from LammpsVaca^' 
tion i8ii to 














_ A 












Tj>nunas Vaca- 
^on • i8i8 •^ 


518 


"9 


»7 


11 


153 


»4» 














3 • Ditto - 1813/13 


403 


85 


33 


>9 


117 


76 


3 • Ditto • 181^14 


983 


139 


55 


11 




5^ 


4 - Ditto - 1814/15 


399 


79 


33 


13 


66 


83 


5 - Ditto . 1815/16 


3>5 


69 


43 


10 


66 


66 


6 - Ditto - 1816/17 


895 


60 


5a 


8 


64 


77 


7 - Ditto - 1817/18 
9 - Ditto * 1818/19 


813 


86 


45 


7 


57 


37 


874 


5» 


26 


5 


56 




g - Ditto - 1819/30 


397 


65 


38 


- 10 


So 


65 


10 • Ditto • 1830/31 


313 


90 


38 


5 


4» 


11 • Ditto - 1831/33 


261 


5X 


39 


4 


43 


43 


13 - Ditto • 1833/33 


440 


45 


35 


5 


39 


38 


13 • Ditto « 1833/34 


176 


88 


34 


5 


50 


82 


14 . Ditto - 1834/35 
1^ . Ditto - 1835/36 

16 • Ditto - 1836/37 

17 - Ditto • 1837/38 


864 


77 


35 


3 


56 


55 


»94 


64 


26 


5 


44 


18 


404 


46 


31 


4 


108 


43 


443 


77 


38 


3 


308 


S3 


18 - Ditto • 1838/39 


135 


87 


10 


3 


55 


3 


19 - Ditto - 1839/30 


111 


81 


13 


3 


74 


9 


80 - Ditto - 1830/31 


U7 


30 


7 


3 


19 


' 8 




5.781 


1,460 


635 


134 


t.445 


1,038 



Besides the ahore, there were two cases by InfomiatioD under the Stat. 3 Geo. 4. c. 94, (the Royal Burgh Act) 
brought io the year 1833. ^ There were also two Bills of Complaint exhibited under the same Statute, one in the 
year 1833, and the other in the year 1837, which last are included in the Schedule of Arguments on Law jpointii 
nereto annexed* The . Records of Court do not aflPord the megns of making^ a perfect Return to the above Order^ 
in so fiir as they do not show what Causes were defended upon Trial, and what not ; neither do they show what 
Causes were compromised. The first of these defects has been supplied, as far as possible, from the private 
infomiation of the Clerks in Court, concerned for the Defendants. Ine second defect nas be^ supplied by the 
Sdicitors of the different departments of the Revenue; but none of these^with the exception of the Customs* 
has materiab to supply the inrormation for the whole period of the Return. The Solicitor or Excise has suppUe^ 
materials from Marcn 1813 ; the other Solicitors can go no further back than during the time they have fillea their 
Mpective offices. Of the 147 Prosecutions brought in the year 1831, the greater number are still depending. 



2.— RETURN, showing the Number of Arguments on Law Points in the Court of 
Exchequer at Edinburgh^ during the last Twenty Years ; distinguishing the Number 
of such Arguments during each of the said Years. 





NUMBER 




NUBiBER 


YEAR. 


OV ARGUMENTS. 


YEAR. 


OF ARGUMENTS. 


1 from Lammas Vacation! 
1833 to Lammas Va- 1 
cation - 1813 J 




13 from Lammas Vacation^ 


- 


5 


1833 to Lammas Va-^ 


5 




cation - - .1833. J 




3 - Ditto • - 1813/13 


6 


13 - Ditto •• • 1833/34 


5 


3 - Ditto - - 1813/14 


7 


14 - DiUo - - 1834/35 


5 


4 - Ditto - - 1814/15 


3 


15 - Ditto - - 1835/36 


5 


5 . Ditto . - 1815/16 


6 


16 - DitU) . - 1836/37 


8 


6 • Ditto - - 1816/17 


3 


17 - Ditto - - 1837/38 

18 . Ditto - - 1838/39 


3 


7 - DiUo . - 1817/18 

8 • Ditto - - 1818/19 


3 


3 


^ 4 


19 - Ditto - - 1839/30 


3 


9 - Ditto - • 1819/30 

10 - DiUo • • 1830/31 

11 - Ditto - • 1831/33 


3 


20 - Ditto - - 1830/31 


3 


3 
11 


Total - - - 


9© 



Exchequer Office, Edinburgh,^ 
6 December 1831. J 



H4 



Henry Jardine^ 

King 8 Remembrancer. 
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^Appendix, No. 2. 

1* — AN ACCOUNT of the present authorized Establishments of the Department of the Baroits of Exchbquek 
in Scotland^ and of the Offices or Departments under their direct Superintendence and Control; showing 
the Amount, of the Salaries and Fees received from the Crown by the Individuals, with - the Authority iincler 
which the several Offices composing these respective EsublishmentSy with their Salaries, were, fixed, and the Dates 
of such Authority. 



OrnCES OR DEPARTMi;NTS. 



Lord Chief Baron - - - - - 

Keeper of Exchequer Seal, app<Mnted by 

his Lordship - - - • - 

Two Barons, at £. 2,606 - - . - 

King's Remembrancer - * • • - 
Chief Clerk - - - - - 

2d Clerk 

3d Clerk - - . . - 

4th Clerk - ^ 

5th Clerk - 

^^bte : — A farther snro is aUowed for extra copringf 
ifreqaired, bat in no initance to exceed £.150 
per annani. 

Two Attomies, at £. 50 - - - 
Clerk to the Barons - - - • 

Three Macers, with Salaries of £. 100 each - 
Ditto - - Fees, £. 12. 14. 8. each - 

Two Doorkeepers, with Salaries of £. 50 each. 
And £.10 each from the Fund for defraying 
expenise of Court of Exchequer 

Keeper of the Register of Resignations 

Heritable Usher 

Deputy Ushesr - 

Marshal - - - - - 
KejBjper of the Judicial Records - « 
Clerk to the Port Bonds - - 

Messenger of Exchequer - - - 

For taking care of the business of the Exche- 
quer, Scotland, at the Treasury, London - 



Clerks to Sale and Redemption of Land Tax 



Lord Treasurer's Remembrancer - 
His Clerk - - 



Principal Auditor of Exchequer - - ' - 
" Compensation granted by Par- 
liament in lieu of Fees formerly 
paid on Pensions, £.245 9 6 
Fees - - 304 10 6 



1st Clerk 
2d Clerk 
3d Clerk 



Nbter— The Clerkt in the Aaditor^t Office are rap- 
ported by Fees oh bofiness performed, fixed and 
allowed bxl>h)es made b^ the Barons, under aotho- 
ritT of 6 Anne, c. 96, which Fees arc ^1vi<)ed in the 
foUownig proportions': 

1st Clerk at the rate of £. 45s 
2d Clerk - - . 253 
3d Clerk - - - . 144 



SALARIES and FEES 
receWed from the Crown. 



SALARIES. 



£. 9. d. 

4,000 - - 

100 - - 

4,000 - - 

1,700 - - 

600 - ^ 

400 - - 

300 

200 

100 



— ; 



FEES. 



15 - - 



100 - - 

50 - - 

30b - - 

100 - - 

20 - - 

40 - - 

11 10 - 

50 - - 

80 - - 



100 - - 
40 - - 

11 13 4 
200 - - 

60 



400 
120 



1,200 - - 



SSO - - 



38 4 - 



2 15 - 



AUTHORITY 

under which the Offices 

were coosdtuted. 



6 Anne, c. 26 
6 Anne, c. 2G 
6 Anne, c. 26 



6 Anne, c. 26 



\ 



6 Anne, c. 26 - 

Barons' Order of 
28 July 1775. 
6 Anne, c 26 • 

6 Anne, c. 26 * 



Re-established by 
Barons in 1726, 
with the original 
Salary of £. 40. 

6 Anne, c. 26 - 

6 Anne, c. 26 • 

6 Anne, c. 26 - 
Commission from 1 
Barons of 2d I 
June 1801 •} 
6 Anne, 0.26 



6 Anne, c. 26 

Commission 
Baroos, 
Feb. 1717 



lission bvl 

^os,of 12thS 

1717 r) 



38 Geo. 3. c. 60 



6 Anne, c. 26 • 



1 



ii 



6 Anne, c. 26 - 



DATE of AUTHORmr 

under which the prfsent 

Salaries were 6zed. 



48 Geo. 3. c. 145.' 

Queen Anne's Ests- 

bUshment in 1709. 
48 Geo. 3. c. 145. 



57 Geo. 3. 0.54, tod 
Treasuiy Wanant of 
2dAug^ ]8so. 



Queen Anne's Eifta- 

bhshtoenL 
Barons' Order of 28th 

July 1775. 
Royal Sign Manual of 

4th Jan. 1813.' 
Royal Sign Manual of 

17th March 1813. 
Barons' Order of 16th 

July 1828. 



Queen Anne's Esta- 
blishment in 1709^ 

Royal SignMaooalof 
5th Jan. 1778. 

Queen Anne's Esta- 
blishment in 1709. 

King's Warrant of 6th 
Oct, 1801. 

Barons' Order of lith 
Feb. 1713. 

Treasury Warrant of 
29th July 1803. 

Establishment of 6. 2, 
in 1727. 

Or^er of the Barons 
in 1801, which granted 
an allowance of £. 100 
per annum. It was re- 
duced to £.60, in 1830. 

57 Geo^ 3. c. 64, and 
Treasury Warrant of 
1st March 1826. 

Coramission under 
Great Seal of 8th June 
1 720, and has continued 
the same ever sbce. 
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OFFICES OR DEPARTMENTS. 

PreMDter of Sigoaturet 

ClcA of the Pipe • - . 

Solicitor of Exchequer 



King's Writer 



ReceiTer General for Scotland, and Paymaster 
of the CiTil EstabUshmeot there 

Two Deputies, one at £. 300 and one at £.400 

Two aerb, one at £. 250 and one at £. 180 

Asmtsai Comptroller of Taxes « - - 

1st Clerk 

2d Clerk .--,-... 

3d Clerk - 

4thClerk - - - 

5th Clerk 

Messenger ------ 

Houaekeeper • • - - - 

Two Inapectors of CoHecton' Accounts, underl 
the immediate direction of the Barons of} 
Exchiequer; £. 220 each . - - 

Six Resident Inspectors, at £. 175 each 






Sixty-six Sarveyort of Taxes, at £. 120 eadi - 

Lkterim Chamberlam of the Earldom of Ross • 
Collector of the Bishoprick of Ross • • 

Chanberiab of Lordship of Fife and Stratheam 
Ditto • - ditto - - for "* 



Cfasmberlain of Lordship of CraOowayft Dimcow 

Ditto - - ditto - - for Expenses 

Heritahle Chamberlain of t^e Lordship of 
Dunbar •-•--• 

22 bdb Wheat, and 22 bolls Barley 

Chamberlain of the Lorddiip of Lmdores 



Ditto 



for Expenses 



CBamberlain of Ettrick Forest 

Coll^ctar oC Archfai^hopriek of St. Andrew's,^ 

Bnd . Bishopricks • of Edinburgh, Brechin, 

Moray, Galloway, Dunblane, Dunkeld, 

Aberdeen and Caithness • • - • 

Pitto - - for Expenses . - - 

CoUector of the Archbidioprick of Glasgow - 

Chamberlain of Orkney 

£. 



SALARIES and FEES 
rMtiTed froB the Crown. 



SALARIES. 



£* 9. iL 
•00 - - 

200 - - 



220 - - 

50 - - 

2,000 - - 

700 - - 

430 - - 

400 - - 

260 - - 

160 

130 - - 



70 
45 

440 

1,050 



125 - - 
83 6 8 



55 " - 
20 - - 



18 

10 - - 



£. 9. d. 



171 



} 



5 H lA 

11 2 2^ 

300 - - 

200 - - 

162 8 10 

30 

350 - - 



90,648 12 1 



-{ 



{ 



\ 



:) 



AUTHORITY 

under which the Oflkef 

wvfo coBttuotca* 



6 Anne, c. 26 
6 Anne, c. 26 

6 Anne, c. 26 
6 Anne, c. 26* 



DATE of AUTHORITY 

under which the present 

SftUriet were fixed. 



PriTy Seal Warrant of 
1st June 1797. 

Queen Anne's Esta- 
blishment in 1709. 

Salary of £. 140, fixed 
by Royal Sign Manual 
of 3i8tMar. 1721, and 
£, 80, per Order of Ba- 
rons or 18th July 1728. 

Queen Anne's Esta- 
blishment. 



The Office of Receiver General existed 
previous to the constitution of the Court of 
Exchequer in 1707, and continued, with 
varying Emoluments arising from Pound- 
age, &c. to 1808, when it was put on its 
present footing, by Treasury Letters of 
loth May 1808 and 2d Feb. 1814. 

Treasury Commission of loth Oct. 1808, 
and Salary Warrant of same date. 



Treasury War- 
rant of 5th Feb.< 
1800 



Treasury Com- 
mission. 

Treasury Com- 
mission. 

Treasury Com- 
mission. 

This Office exist-1 
ed prior to the I 
Union in 1707 -J 
Existed previous 
to the Umon. 

Existed previous 
to the Umon. 

Existed previous 
to the Umon. 



Charter from the 
Crown previous to 
the Umon. 

Existed previous I 
to Union - A 



Existed previousj 
to the Union 



Existed previous 
to the Union 



227 19 - 



Treasury Warrant of 
8th Aug. 1808, 13th 
Dec 1815, and 16th 
Aug. 1819. 



Treasury Authority of 
3d June 1814. 

Treasury Authori^ of 
3dJtuei8i4. 

Treasury Warrant of 
31st Jan. 1806. 

Barons' Order of 29th 
Jan. 1823. 

Privy Seal Warrant of 
6th June 1796. 

Treasury Letter of 
23d Dec. 1829. 

Salary fixed previous 
to the Union. 

Jlllowed annually by 
Barons' Orders. 



Commission dated 
12th March 1718, and 
has continued since. 

Barons' Order of 27th 
May 1813. 

Commission under 
Great Seal, dated 27th 
Jidy 1827. 

57 Geo. 3. c. 64,*and 
Treasury Commission 
of 6th June 1818. 



Commission by Barons of Exchequer, of 

28th Nov. 1826. 
Royal Sign Ma- I Treasury Letter of 16th 
nual of 3d March | Jan. 1829. 



1825. 



Exchequer Chambers, Edinburgh,! 
23 December 1831. j 



Henry Jardtne, 

King's Remembrancer. 



307. 
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Appendix, No. 2 — continued. 

2. — A RETURN of the several Dbpartments under the Control of the Barons of Exchequer, Scotland; showing 
Standing in the several Departments of the Establiahanent; and the Amount of Salaries, Fees andother Emoluments 
of the Duties performed, and whether they are of a confidential or important Nature, and such as require a more 



PEPARTBftENT. 



• King's 
Remembrancer's 
Office. 

(Treasury Department.) 



NaiBbcr 

of 

Person* 

employed. 



CLASSIFICATION 
according to their Rtnk or Standing. 



AMOUNT 

of 

SALARIES 

and 

EMOLUMENTS 

receiTcd by each. 



£. *. d. 

1,700 - - 

600 - - 

400 - - 

300 - - 

200 - - 

100 - - 



ATTENDANCE 
giTen and required. 



From between 9 te 10 
in the morning to 4 o'clock 
afternoon, and from 7 to 9 
in the evening, and fie- 
qoentfy later. 



Sh Henry Jardine, K. R. - - 
Adam Longmore, jun. Chief Clerk - 
Thomas Kyd - - ad Clerk - 
Charles Kirkwood - dd ditto - 
Adam C. Longmore, 4th ditto - 
David C. Brigs - .5th ditto - 

Notc^This last Salary is subject 
to a deduction of 2} per cent, for 
Supcrannution Fund, under Trea- 
suiy Minute i)f4tb August 1839. 



Sir Henry Jardine was appointed during his life to the Office of King*s 
bnmoer, by Commission unaer the Great Seal, dated 3i8t July 1820. 

The Clerks in4he Aemembrancer's Office, who hold their offices during good con- 
duct, are nominated by the Remembrancer, subject to the approbation of the Barons, 
in terms of the Warrant of the Lords of the Treasury or 2d August i8so, whidi 
regulated the office under the provisions of the statute 57 Geo. III. e. 64. By that Warrant, the salaiy o£ the King's 
Remembrancer is, after the death or resieaation of Sir Henry Jardine, to be only 1,200 L a year ; and in like manner 
the salary of Chief Clerk, which was 700 ^ to the then, Chief Clerk, is now only 600/. a year to his successor. By that 
Warrant a Fee Fund is established, into which all fees received for business done in the pffioa are paid ; out of this 
Fund the said salaries, as well as such expenses as may be required for occasional assistance on an unusual press of 
business (which expense is not in any one year to exceed 150 /.) are paid ; and the surplus is paid to the Receiver 
General, and accounted for by him in the same way^as other public monies received and accounted for by him. Since 
the year 1820, when the office was regulated, Surplus Fees, amounting to io,ooo/. have been paid over to the Receiver 
General. In case the Fee Fund shall be at any time insufficient to meet the charges thereon, the Barons are authorized, 
by the said Warrant of the Treasury, to issue orders to the Receiver General to make good the insufficienc)r out of any 
public monies in his hands. The following Statement shows the amount and nature of the Fees received in the year 
1830; viz. 



Fsxs received . - - • .*.- .. .. . . - £.5,668 10 6 

Of these the following was paid by the Public : 
For \)usiness dime in matters relating to taxes, and paid from that Revenue, £. 4,308 14 - 



For business connected with the duties of Sheriffs of Counties, &c. 

For examining and passing Public Accounts, and taking Bonds from Public 
Accountant, &c. the F^es of which are in the first instance chai^ged against 
the Accountants, but afterwards allowed to them in their next Public 
Accounts - - - - .---^- . - •. 



194 15 6 



Sums paid by the Public 
Paid by private Individuals 



380 11 - 

f.4,884 - 6 
784 10 - 



The expense of the Establishment, including a Sunerannuation Allowance of 700 2. to a 
retir^ officer, and 73 /^ 16 j^ 6d^ paid for occasional assistance, was, during the said year - 

Leaving of Siu*plus Fees to be paid over to the Receiver General 



5,668 10 6 

4>o73 16 6 
f. 1,594 H - 



(continued Jram page 67.) 
i2t]i. To attend to the execudon of the statute 50 Geo. lU. c. 84, which audiorizes the augmentation of the stipends of 

the Clergy to 150/. and of the Act 5 Geo. LV. c.72;, which makes fiirther provisions tor aoementing these stipasds, 
13th. To attend to the exeeutiAB of the Act 5 Greo. IV. c.90, which authorizes die erection of additicmal Churdies in 

the Highlands, and piQnneiit by the public of stipends to the Ministers thereof. 
14th. To examme and report 00 claims for compensation for loss of Emoluments or Offices under the provistons of cer- 
tain AiCts of Parliament, such as 1 & 2 Geo. IV. c. 38 & 39 ; 4 Geo. IV. c. 97, and 1 Will. IV. c 69, &c. 
15th. He has to examine all Powers of Attorney, Factories, &e. granted by persons receiving Salaries and Pensions on 

the Civil Establishment, to see that these documents are conform to law before they are entered in the Record. 
16th. In this office there is also kept a record of all Appeal Cases relating to Assessed Taxes determined by the Barons. 
17th. It is also the Remembrancei^s duty to examine and tax Bills of Costs for business done by Clerks, Attomies, 

Solicitors, &c. 
t8th. He also superiale»ds the management of the Crown'a Estate in Scotland, and sees that the Batons' directiona €or 

the improvement ai these are carried into effect; and that the Chamberiains, Factors, &C r^ularly account for 

their intromissions. 
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the Number of Fersons employed ia mA Department ; the CHawification of supfa Peraons, according to their Rank or 
receifed by tlwi i ai BM i l Classes; together with ObsaratMoa upon tiie AHeada»ce reqimd and given ; the Amount 
dian ordinaiy Capacity. 



AMOUMT OF DUTIES PERFORMED. 



And whedier they are of 

A conidQatkiaMi impoitnt ITatare^ 

and ffuch as require more than 

an ordinary Capacity. 



OBSERVATIONS 
THE BARONS OF EXCHEQUER. 



It will aopear, from the detail 
given la me preceding column 
of the various and complicated 
matters of husiDess performed 
in this Department, that no 
ordinary d^ee of talents, in- 
dustry and perseverance is re- 
quired from the Remembrancer 
and his Clerks, every one of 
whom have had the advantage, 
before they came to the office, 
of being bred to business in the 
offices of Writers to the Signet, 
or law accountants. It is hardly 
necessary to add, that much of 
the busmess passing through 
their hands is of the most con* 
fidential and responsible nature. 



It appears that only a small 
portion of the fees received in 
the Remembrancer's Office are 
paid by individuals, the greater 
part being paid by the public. 
This circumstance was probably 
either not known, or not adverted 
to by the Lords of the Treasury 
when they issued the Warrant, 
bearing date the 2d day of Au- 
gust in the year i Sso. We sub- 
mit whether it would not be de- 
sirable, that instead of paving 
salaries by sums received from 
the public under the description 
of fees, the fees, so far as they 
are paid by the public for busi- 
ness done on account of the pub* 
lie, should be abolished, ana the 
salaries paid net, after bringing 
to account such sums as shaS be 
received for fees paid by indi- 
viduals. 



The Statement of the Duties of the Office of 
the King's Remanbrancer of Exchequer, Scotlaad, 
may be arranged under Two Heads ; viz. 

The Treasury Department, 

and 

The Judicial or Law Department. 

Treasury Department. 

In the Treasury Department of the King's 
Remembrancer's Office, the records of all proceed- 
ings before the Barons, as well as of all matters 
connected with the Public Revenue, and the Here- 
ditary Revenues|of the Crown in Scotland, are kept. 
Id this Departn^ent, also, all petitions or other ap* 
pHcations to be laid before the Barons are lodged. 
Ilie Remembrancer attends the Barons at their 
sittmgs in the TVeasury Chan4>ers, and reads these 
tt>I^cations. He also, with the assistance of his 
derks, makes Reports on all matters referred to 
him, and draws up all Orders (f . e. Decrees or 
Judgments) which the Barons issue. He conducts 
the correspondence of the Barons with the Lords 
Commissioners of the Treasury, and framea Re- 
turns or Bqpavts made to that Board or to ParluEKiiMit, or te the Secratary of State. He also Drepares Warranu, 
Commissions, Appointments, and all other writings which require the signature of the Barons ; ana all Bonds granted 
by the Public Accountants or others. In his offi^ is kept the record of Warrants passing the Privy Seal, Sign Manual, 
and Money Grants ; and also the Commissions of the Judges, and of others who Jbave salaries on the Civil List Esta- 
blishment. He examines and signs all Receipts of feu duties naid in Exchequer by Crown vassals, makes out yearly 
accounts, and receives the feu duties payable to the Crown by tne several Royal Burghs of Scotland. He examines and 
recdves the vouchers of the Revenue Accoimts passed berore the Barons ; makes out and keeps an account of the 
seizures of Customs, called the ** Comptrollment Roll ;" calls for, examines and keeps quarterly statements of Taxes 
received by the several Collectors of Assessed Taxes in Scodand, and of the payments made by them to the Receiver 
General. Ha also perfcmns the other duties required of him by the several Acts of Parliament relative to Taxes ; and in 
particolar in superintending the state of arrears doe by the diranait Collectors, which requires constant correspondence 
with them. In this office is also carried on the necessary correspondence with the Boards of Customs and Excise, 
Sherifi, Crown Chamberlains and others relative to the Revenues of Scotland. In this office, also, are recorded all 
signatures for Infeftments, or new Investitures of Crown Lands, Gifts of Ultimus Hseres, Gifts of Bastardy and 
Tutories Dativa. 

Besides these Duties, the Remembrancer has to attend to the fdlowing branches of business ; via. 
ist. To report in Candlemas Term, yearly, the balances unpaid of the King's Hereditary Revenue, as directed by the 

statute 50 Geo. HI. c. 1 11. 
sd. To report a state of Surety Bonds granted to the King, as directed by the statute 52 Geo.III. c. 66. 
3d. To call for and examine quarterly states of the Revenues, out of which the three great branches of the Civil Elsta* 

blishment in Scotland, and other payments directed by Acts of Parliament, or by Royal Warrants, are paid. 
4th. To see that the interest on sums advanced by Government for completing the docks and other public works at 

the Harbour of Leith, under the statute 45 Geo. III. c. 1 14, is regularly remitted to the Treasury. 
5th. To call for and receive half yearly interest on the sums advanced to the Commissioners of Northern Lights, 

under the statute 54 Geo. III. c. 1 36, and to remit the same to the Treasury. 
6tli. To attend to the interest of the Crown in the following instances ; viz. 

1st. In so far as regards the advances made to the Crinan Canal, under the statutes 56 Geo. III. c. 135, &c. 

2d. To the advances made to the Trustees of the Queensferry Passage, under the statute 54 Geo. III. c. 138. 

3d. In so far as respects the sums advanced for making a Road between Glasgow and Carhsle, under Uie 

statute 56 Geo. III. c. 83. 

7th. To see that the sums granted to the Cominissioners of Highland Roads and Bridges, under the statute 54 Geo. III. 

c. 104, are accounted for. 
8th. To see that the sums granted for the support of the Register House are duly accounted for. 
9th. To superintend the expenditure of the sum granted for repairing the Palace of Holyrood House, 
loth. To superintend and account for the expenditure of the sum granted to the Barons for Exchequer prosecutions 

and petty expenses of the Court, 
iith. To examine and report upon the expenses necessary for supporting the Courts of Session, Justiciary and 
Exchequer, under the statute 46 Geo. III. c. 154, and to pay mese expenses half yeariy. 

f€imHnued on page 66.) 
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APPENDIX TO KEPORT FROM COMMITTEE 



DEPARTMENT. 



Kino's Rbmembran- 
cer's Gfyicb. 

(LslW Department.) 



Number 

of 

Fertont 

cBplojred* 



Keeper of Records 
of Judicial procedure. 



Register of Orders 



Deputy Keeper of 
Exchequer Sea I.. 



Clbrk to the Baroks 







CLASSinCATION 
aecordiqg to tlieir Bank ^r Staadiog* 



John Taylor, Sworn Clerk or Attorney 
William Stuart - • ditto - 
John Henderson - • ditto 

The Attomies' other emoluments 
arise from fees piud by suitors. 

Besides these, the Senior Clerk in 
Court has fees on examining, checking 
and recording certain Accounts, 
which may amount to about - 



John Taylor^ one of the sworn Clerks 
or Attornies, is Keeper of the Re- 
cords of Judidd procedure, for 
which he has a saluy of £. lOO a 
year on the Civil Establishment. 



John Tavlor is also Roister of Orders, 
for which he receives fees amount- 
ing to about £.12 per annum. 



John Henderson, one of the sworn 
Clerks or Attomies, is Deputy Keeper 
of the Seal, by Commission dunng 

Sleasure, from the Lord Chief Baron, 
ated 30th February 1830. He has 
a salary on the Civil Establishment 
of £. 100 a year, and has certain fees 
upon the scaling of writs and other 
process of Court, the pumber being 
on an average of the last five years, 
738 in each year ; the fees on which 
are about £. 15 a year. 



John Henderson is also Clerk to the 
Barons. He was appointed by the 
Barons on 2d February 1830, and 
holds the office during ffood beha« 
viour. He has a salary of £. 50 paid 
from the sums imprested for Exche- 
quer prosecutions^ and petty disburse- 
ments of the Court. 



AMOUNT 

of 

SALARIES 

and 

EMOLUMENTS 

receiTed by each. 



£• s. d* 
50 - - 



85 - - 



ATTENDANCE 
giTcn aud required* 



daily. 



daily. 



daily. 



ilaily. 



daily. 
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AMOUNT OF DUTIES Pl^lKFOBMED. 



Aiid whetlier they are of 

I confidential and important Nature, 

taA fvdi «• require oKire than 

an ordinary Capacity. 



OBSERVATIONS 
THE BARONS OF EXCHEQUER. 



Judicial or Law Dvpasltuuvt. 

The buttneas of die Law Department of the Court, 
connected with the department of the King's 
Remembrancer, and the Sworn Clerks or Attor- 
niet, may be enumerated under the following 
heads 8-^ 

h — All Law proceedings for recorery of dd>ts to the Crowni and other claims being informations in debt, intrusion, 

writs of scire facias, extent, capias ad computandum, .&c. 
II.— Informations for recovery of all penalties imposed by Acts of Parliament, unless where the jurisdicdon of the 

Court is specially excluded, more particularly for recovery of penalties imposed for securing the various branches 

of the Public Revenue, 
nie— Informations of seizure, for condemnation of goods seized as forfeited for frauds and breaches of the Revenue 

Laws. 
IV.^Equity proceedings, being Enslish Bills for and against the Crown for matters connected with the Revenue ; 

motions under special Acts of Parliament for recovery of Legacy Duty, &c Proceedings under the Statute con- 
nected with the common ^ood, and Revenues of Royal Burghs, &c. &c. 
v.— All suits at law for enforcmg daims against the Crown or connected with the Revenue or King's property, and 

for recovery of damages against officers of the Revenue, who may have acted iU^ally in matters connected with 

the Kinff or his Revenue, being a part of the jurisdiction of the office of Pleas in we Exchequer in England. 
YL— Proceedings by writ of cerdorari for reviewmg the judgments of Justices of the Peace and inferior Courts, in 

matters connected with the King's interest or revenue. 
Vn. Summary proceedings for enforcing, by process of contempt and otherwise, performance by Revenue Commis* 

doners, officers and others, of their dudes to the King and the subject, in matters connected with the King's 

property and revenue. 
VIII. — It is the province of the senior Clerk in Court to examine, check and record the various Public Accounts of 

the Revenue, and the principal Imprest Accounts, and to keep the vouchers of the same after they have been 

passed by the Barons in tenns of the Act 6 Anne, c a6, s. 11. 

These proceedings are, in conjuncdon with the Solicitors of the Revenue, conducted by the Sworn Clerks. The 
Remembrancer has the superintendence over those Sworn Clerks. He attends the Court, keeps the minutes of the 
proceedings, signs judgments, taxes bills of costs, and makes Reports on matters of account or practice, or other 
matters referred to him. 



The arrangement and custody of the rec<Mrds of 
judicial proceedings is entrusted to this officer, 
iriio receives them from the different Clerks in 
Court, when they are finally made up and finished, 
and deposits them in the <!jeneral Kegister house, 
from whence he brings them when required, in 
Court or otherwise ; he gives daily attendance in 
the Exchequer. 

This officer records and certifies all Orders of 
Court, for which he is paid according to the Table 
of Fees sancdoned by the Court. He has no 
sslary. The fees amount to about £. 1 2 per annum. 

The duty of this officer is to see that all writs 
and other processes which pass the seal of the 
Court, are properly tested and indorsed, either by 
a Clerk in Court, the Remembrancer or a Baron, 
as the nature of the case may require, and to 
append the seal thereto. 



The dudes consist in wridng letters andexecudng 
all orders and direcdons received from the Barons 
relative to the business carried on before the Court, 
as a Court and Board of Treasury. He intimates 
the days and hours of die meedngs of die Court, 
and of summoning Juries to attend trials ; takes 
charge when required of the papers in trials, or at 
hearmgs of Counsel in Treasury Chambers. 

307. 



The Commissioners on the 
Courts of Justice in Scotland in 
their Seventh Report, give the 
following opinion regarding this office : ** We are humbly of 
^ opinion, that though the salary attached to this appointment 
*^ is not of any considerable amount ; it is more than adequate to 
« the dudes which the officer has to perform, and would recom- 
«< mend that on the terminadon of the exisdng interest, if it is 
<< not thought proper that the office should be abolished alto- 
** gether, the salary should be restricted to a sum not exceeding 
** half its present amount." 



The Commissioners on the 
Courts of Jusdce in Scotland, in 
their Sixth Report, have the 
following remark on this office : *^ It appears to us that the 
** fees dford a sufficient remuneradon ior the dudes which 
** this officer has to perform, and that in future commissions 
** to the office of Lord Chief Baron, the grant of £.100 per 
^ annum to the person deputed by him to keep the Exchequer 
^ seal, may with propriety be omitted." 

Sir Samuel Snepherd, late Lord Chief Baron, in his letter 
of 23 January 1821 to Lord Sidmouth, then Secretary of State, 
concludes his remarks upon the above opinion of the Com- 
missioners in the following words: <* To eSect the simple 
** purpose of discondnuing the salary, which is the only mea- 
<< sure recommended by &e Commissioners, nothing would be 
'< necessary but to omit it in the quarterly establishment ; but 
** the consequence of this must be, either that the Chief Baron 
*^ must pay compensadon to his deputy out of his own salary, 
** or the appointment of deputv would be virtually taken from 
** the Chief^Baron, and he would condnue answerable for those 
<* whom he did not voluntarily appoint. In order to avoid 
** this, the Statute of Queen Anne must be altered, and the 
** custody of the seal must be taken from the Chief Baron, and 
^< he freed from any responsibility on the subject." 



13 
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APPENDIX TO REPORT FROM COBIMnTEE 



DEPABTMEMT. 



Lord Treasurer's 
Remembrancer's 
OrricB. 



l^oinber 

of 

PcnoBt 

employed. 



CLASSIFICATION 

orSteuding. 



Robert Montgomery, Lord Treasurer's 
Remembrancer ... 



:} 



James Glegg, Clerk - 

From which a Deduction is 
made on account of the Super- 
annuation Fund, per Treasury 
Minute of 4th Aug. 18S9, of - 



£.9.4. 

120 - - 



6-- 



Leaving - - - - 

Mr. Montgomery hcdds his appoint- 
ment per comnnission under the Great 
Seal, dated 31 March i8s6, for life. 
Mr. Glegg iM^ds bis office during 
good coDikict. 

The office of Lord Treasurer's Re- 
membrancer was regulated under a 
Warrant of the Lords Commissioners 
of His Maiesty's Treasury, dated 
31 March 1 826, as authorized by the 
statute 57 Geo. III. c. 64, by which 
regulation the salaries a^ fixed at 
£.400 to the Lord Treasurer's Re- 
membrancer, and £. 1 20 to the Qedc, 
to be paid annually. 

The fees of thb office, which were 
fixed b^ Baron's order of 5 July 1 8so, 
are paid into a fee fund, established 
by Treasunr Warrant above men- 
tioned ; and, after payment of the 
said salaries, the surplus fees, if any, 
are to be paid to the Keceiver-Gene- 
ral ; and m the event of a deficiency, 
the Barons are authorized to mnt 
orders for making good the sahuies 
•o fixed. 



AMOUNT 
of 

and 
EMOLUMENTS, 
received by each. 



400 



114 - 



ATTENDANCE 
gireD and re<}Dired. 



The hours of attendmoe 
are firom be tw ee n g mod- 10 
m the momiBg till 4. in the 
aftemooB, aqd firom 7 till 
9 in the eveaiag; but, 
during the pressure <^ bu- 
siness connected with the 
taxation of the Sheriff's 
accounts, attendance is of- 
ten required beyond these 
hours. 
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AHOUNT OF DUTIES PERTORHED. 



And whether they are of 

a oouiidentuil and important Nature, 

•ad tocik Af raqym niofo tiuun 

an ordinary Capadty. 



OBSERVATIONS 

Mr. 

THE BARONS OF EXCHEQUER. 



The office of Lord Treasurer's 
Remembrancer will, no doubts 
midergo an akeratioii od the decease of the present holder ; 
but we cannot refhdn from stating, that Mr.Glegg, the Chief 
Clerk in that department, and who now performs duties of a 
very responsible and arduous nature, with a degree of zeal, 
accuracy and abih'ty that we have often had occasion to ap- 
prove, is, in comparison with other i>er8ons holding offices of 
less labour, and requiring less ability in the discharge of them, 
Ter}r inadequately pacid. We, therefore, are of opinion, that 
justice to the pubhc and to the individual alike prompt us to 
suggest that a suitable increase shall be made to his salary. 






The nature and duties of liiis office consist in 
^patbeain^ dtt Taiiona pieces o£ pubUc business 
wftnTHnfutyisiiftd 

1 — The Accounts of tfie several Sheriffii and 
Stewards in Scotland are annually examined^ 
adjusted, and entered upon record in this 
office. 

The Cbaeck of which Accounts consists of 
the fdlowing Branches : 

ijt. Awaient P^ty Feu and Blench duties, 
payable to His Majesty, agreeablv to a 
koU kept there, with such additions 
tbef elo as from time to time are made 
in conseqvMBce of discoveries of duties of that nature in this office, and not formerly stated in the said Roll. 
9d. His Majesty's share of fines imposed in 'the Courts of the said Sheri& and Stewards. 
3d. Waifii and strays recovered bv them. 

4th. Retour duties, payable by His Majesty's vassals, on the renewal of their investitures in lands holden of the 
Crown, as contained in the Latin Responde Book, tnmmitted amMially by the Director of His Majesty's Chancery. 
Tbe Discharge of the said Accounts consists, 

ist In the ExpencEture of the Sherifi in matters connected with the Administration of Justice, and other 

duties devolved by Act of Parliament on the Sherifi ; and • 
3d. An allowance to the Sherifi themselves for their expenses, while attending the Lords of Justiciary at the 
Circuit Courts. 
From the great increase of crime in Scotland, and other causes, the amount of the Sheriff's expenditure has been 
rapidly increasing of late years, and tlic examining, correcting and modifying the voluminous accounts of the numerous 
persons employed by them all over Scotland, in performing the different branches of service connected with the 
general police of the country, at all times a duty of great importance, has now become a task of the most laborious 
nature, and requiring the utmost vigilance and care. to preveat the public from being imposed upon by charges unne- 
cessary or improper, or at variance with the allowances prescribed by the Barons. Hence arise very considerable 
deductions from such claims, and large annual savings to the publia 

n. — The Commissioners of Patent Officers, and of the Sherifls and Stewnrds, are recorded in this Office. 

IIL — The yearly Fiars prices of Grain, after being ascertained by Juries impanelled by the Sherifis in the County Courts, 
are transmitted to this Office, where they are reculated according to the standard by which they are accustomed to 
be charged upon His Majesty's vassals who hold their lands by the tenure of feu duties payable in com. 

IV. — The Roll of Accountants who are bound to accoimt in Exchequer, whether for land-rents or for intromissions 
with the public monies, is kept in this office, and dler being annually corrected, according to such discoveries or 
alterati<ms as may have occurred, a certified copy of the same ie transmitted to the Director of His Majesty's 
Chancery, with instructions to issue precepts for summoning these pdt'sons to account and make payment. 

y^^To examine and report to the Barons upon all applications made by the Sheri£& and Stewards, their Clerks, Procu- 
rators Fiscal, and Officers of Court, m consequence of their claims having been reduced in this office, and upon 
other matters relating to the public service. 

VL— To examine into and rectify such errors as have in former times crept into the charters of Crown vassals, to divide 
and apportion the Feu and Blench duties payable by them, in consequence of the various divisions and changes 
of property which take place ; also to rectify and adjust any errors which may have been made in the retour of the 
roecial services of Crown vasisals, upon the renewal of their investitures. Upon all which cases this officer makes 
Reports to the Barons. 

Vn.— Besides the Accounto of the Sherifi and Stewards (already mentioned), the following Accounu are recorded 
in this office ; viz. 

Accounts of Customs. 

— of Excise. 

— of the Receiver General, for Land Tax, Assessed Taxes, and all other Taxes of which he is the Receiver. 

Also of the Monies imprested into his hands as Receiver General and Paymaster of His Majesty's 
Establishment in Scotland. 

— of the Crown Agent, for Criminal Prosecutions in Scotland. 

— of the sum allowed for defra3ring Prosecutions against Crown Accountants, and payment of Petty 

Expenses of the Court. 
— of all Chamberlains, Collectors and Receivers of His Majesty's Hereditary Land Rents in Scotland. 
ym. — Certificates of the fines imposed in the High Court of Justiciary and Circuit Courts are returned into this office, 
from whence directions are issued to the various Sheriffs to recover the same ; and failing thereof, they are certified 
to the Clerk of the Pipe, for the purpose of his issuing the necessary process, directed to the respective Sherifi for 
that purpose ; and a comptrollment roll of the sums so recovered and paid into the Receiver General is kept here. 
IX. — When any treasure trove, coins or other articles, are discovered, which by law belong to the Crown, it becomes 

the duty of this Officer to recover the same for His Majesty's use, and to report the matter to the Barons. 
X. — A Record b also kept by the Lord Treasurer's Remembrancer, of all Reports made by him, on references from the 
Barons. 
From the detail of the duties of this office, it is obvious that it requires great attention and accuracy, particularly in 
the examination of the Sheriff's accounts, which are of a very complicated nature, and which are entirely checked and 

audited in this office. ^ .. .v 

T , (coHhnued.) 
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APPENDIX TO REPORT FROM COMMITTEE 



DEPAKTMENT. 



Kooiber 

of 

PenoDs 

employed. 



clas^ficahon 

Moording to tbdr Rank or Standing. 



AMOUNT 

of 

SALARIES 

and 

EMOLUMENTS 

receired bj each. 



ATTENDANCE 
given and required. 



AuiilTbR 



--The honourable George Murray, 
Principal Auditor. 

Hit salary for his commission is 
1 ,aoo /. per annum, from which there 
is deducted i^. 6 J. in the pound (go I.) 
and he pays his deputy an allowance 
of 50/. per annum, which leaves 1 ,060/. 

The Auditor holds his commission 
for life by letters patent from the 
Crown, with power to appoint one or 
more deputies. The duty is performed 
by a deputy. 

James Laidlaw Mitchell, Deputy 
Auditor. 

An allowance of 50/. per annum, 
paid to him by the Principal Auditor. 

James Reid • • ist derk - 
Wm. R. Skipsey - sd ditto - 
Alex. Mitchell • dd ditto • 

The clerks are entirely paid by fees 
for business done in the office, divided 
amone them in certain proportions, as 
fixed by an order of the Barons of 
Exchequer ; their respective yearly 
emoluments on an average of the last 
three years were as i^ove. 



1,300 - - 



The Deputy Auditor 
attends in the office gene- 
rally two or three times a 
week, and occasionally 
oftener as his presence is 
requisite. 

The regular hours of at* 
tendance are from 10 to 4 
o'clock, except Saturdays, 
when the office is generally 
shut about 1 or s o'clock. 
Besides those regular hours, 
attendance is very fre- 
quently required for two or 
tnree hours iathe evening. 



49» 19 3 
379 5 10 
158 19 4 
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AMOUNT OF DUTIES PJBilFORMED. 



And whether they are of 

a confidential and imporfant Nature, 

and such a« itqaire nMNra^thw 

an ordinar J Capacity. 



The Duties of this OQcer are, . 

lit To ezamlDe, engross and pass the following 
Accounts: 

General Account of Customs. 
Cash Account of Customs. 
Seixures of Customs. 



Accounts of the Receiver General of Scotland ; viz. — 

Assessed Taxes. 

Land Tax. 

Licenses to Hawkers and Pedlars. 

His Majesty's Hereditary Revenues. 

ImpresU for payment of the Civil Establishment, and other pur- 
poses connected with the Civil Affiiirs of Scotland. 

Account of Sums paid to Parochial Clergy to make up their stipends 
to 150/. per annum. 

AccounU of Chamberlains, Collectors and Receivers of the Rents and 
Revenues pavable to His Majesty, out of the several Earldoms, 
Lordships and Bishopricks in Scotland ; viz. 

Earldom of Ross and Lordship of Ardmannoch. 

Lordship of Fife and Strathem. 

Lordship of Galloway and Duncow. 

Lordship of Dunbar. 

Lordship of Ettrick Forest 

Lordship of Lindores. 

Archbishop of St. Andrew's and other Bishopricks under the 

collection of the general collector of Bishop's rents. 
Archbishoprtck of Glasgow. 
Bishoprick of Dunkeld. 
Bishoprick of Argyll. 
Bishoprick of Orkney. 
Bishoprick of Ross. 

Accounts of Imprests for particular purposes ; such as, 

Crown Agent's Account. 

Accounts of Repairs on Holyrood House. 

Accounts of expense of Buildings for the accommodation of the 

Courts and repairs thereon. 
Account of sum ifcnprested to King's Remembrancer for expenses 

of Rxcheouer Prosecutions and other incidental expenses m the 

Court of Exchequer. 
The Accounts of Commissioners for Highland Roads and Bridges. 
Account of sum allowed for the incidental expenses of the Jury 

Court and Circuits. 
Account of sum allowed for the support of the Botanic Garden at 

Edinburgh ; and of any other Imprests for special purposes. 
The Account of the Receiver General of deductions ot6d, and 

1 s. in the pound. 
The Account of the Fee Fund in the King's Remembrancer's 

Office. 
The 'Account of the Fee Fund in the Lord Treasurer's Remem- 
brancer's Office. 
The Accounts of the Fees received in the Office of the Great Seal. 
The Account of the Fees received in the Office of the Register of 

Homings. 

sd. To keep a Record of the Vassals of the Crown who account in Exche- 
auer, that is, vassals who pay 10/. Scots and upwards ner annum, 
tor the feu, blench and other duties or quit-rents payable by them 
for their properties, from which a charge is made up against them by 
the Auditor, and when the money is paid into the Receiver General, 
to make up and enter in the Office ^ooks, seques or discharges to 
each, the number of these is from 150 to 160 yearly. 

3d. To strike (t. e. adjust) alonnt with the Presenter of Signatures, the 
compositions or tines paid by landholders on taking out new inves- 
titures of their properties, and to keep a Record of them. 

4th.— To 

307. K 



ObSERVATIONS 
THE BARONS OF EXCHEQUER. 



Upon the resignation or death 
of the Auditor, the office of Au- 
ditor will be^ regulated according 
to the provisions of the statute 
57 Geo. m. c. 64. 



{continued.) 
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APPENDIX TO REPORT FROM COMMITTEE 



DEPARTMENT. 



Auditor— con/tnu^. 



Number 

of 

Persons 

emplojed. 



Clerk ot the Pi?i 



CLASSIFICATION 
•ooording to their Rank or Standing. 



AMOUNT 

of 

SALARIES 

and 

EMOLUMENTS 

received by each. 



s. d. 



John Archibald Murray has a salary 
of £. SCO per annum, subject to a de- 
duction of 7 f per cent. 

The Clerk of the Pipe also derives 
Fees from the passing of accounts, 
which vary according to the number 
passed; but on an average of the last 
five years give £.172 per annum, 
after paying the expenses of the 
office. 

Mr. Murray holds his appointment 
by Letters Patent, datedin 1795. 



ATTENDANCE 
pven and required. 



Attendance in the office 
from 1 1 till 3 o'clock, and 
on Saturdays, from 11 till i. 
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AMOUNT OF DUTIES PERFORMED. 



And whether they are of 

a confidential and important Nature, 

and such as reqoire more than 

an ordinaiy Capacity. 



4th. To make up, quarterly. His Majesty's Civil 
List Establishment for Scotland, with a 
duplicate thereof, to be kept at the Trea- 
8U17 ; also, to make up Lists or Establish* 
ments of die allowances granted b^ way of compensations to Clerks and 
odier Officers of the Court of Session, who were deprived of emoluments 
by Acts of Parliament regulating the proceedings of that Court, as well 
as compensations to Commissaries and Commissary Clerks. 

To make out Warrants of Lnprest for paying to the Receiver General the 
sums necessary to be drawn from the Customs, Excise and Hereditary 
Eewenues for payment of the several salaries, pensions and allowances 
before-mentioned ; and also to make out a Preo^t to each individual for 
payment of the sums respectively due to them, amounting to between 600 
and 700 precepts quarterly. 

To make out ana enter all Precepts issued by the Barons in terms of Royal 
Sign Manuals, and Treasury Warrants for grants and imprests for par- 
ticular purposes. Surplusages due to the Sherifi and Stewauxb on tnelr 
accounts, and various other payments. 

To record all Commissions, IVivv Seals, Warrants under the Royal Sign 
Manual, Treasury and other Warrants, authorizing the payment of the 
several salaries, pensions and allowances before-mentioned ; and also the 
Commissions ana Warrants for salaries to the Inspectors and Surveyors 
of Taxes, and others in the Tax Office ; likewise the Warrants of the 
Barons for paying the Parochial Clergy in Scotland the sums necessary 
for augmenting their stipends to 150 /. per annum, as well as the Warrants 
for payment of the stip^ds of the Ministers of the Government Churches 
m Scotland, together with all factories or powers of attorney for re- 
ceiving any of the aforesaid salaries, &c. with a variety of other war- 
rants for ffrants and imprests. 

To make the deductions o£ 6<L and 1 s. in the pound from aU salaries, 
pensions and other allowances on His Majesty *s establishment, or other- 
wise, for which precepts are issued by the Barons. 

To make out and enter all Accounts called for by Parliament, or the Lords 
Commissioners of His Majesty's Treasury, relative to His Majesty's 
establishment, grants of public money, ana various other matters under 
the Auditor' Department. 

In addition to what has been enumerated, there are a varie^ of other duties 
perfarued m the Auditor's Office, such as Reports on references from the Barons, 
Searches of Records, &c. 

From the brief statement which has been given of the business performed in 
the office of the Auditor, it will be seen that the duties are of a very laborious, 

IimportaDt and responsible nature, particularly the examination and audit of tiie 
Public Accounts, the amount of the different sums accounted for being upwards 
of three millions yearly, including besides the great Revenue Accounts of Cus- 
toms, Assessed and Land Taxes, and several other accounts of lar^e sums paid 
out of these revenues to individuals for special purposes, and agam accounted 
for by them in another form. 

The other business performed in the office b also of an important and respon- 
sible nature ; and if Uie proposed arran^ment in regard to the office of Receiver 
General in »Scotland shall oe carried into effect, it will add considerably to the 
labour and responsibility of the Auditor's Department. 



The duties of the office are at- 
tended with great responsibility, 
but the t^rm confidential does 
not seem strictiy to apply to 
them. 






The Duties performed by the Clerk of Uie Pipe, are 

ist Receiving the different AccounU of the Re- 
renue of Scotland, arising from the Excise, 
Castoms, and the different Lordships and 
Bishopricks; examining and entering the 
same m the Records of the office ; as also 
the Accounts of tiie different Public Ac- 
countants into whose hands monej is im- 
pressed; examining and recordmg the 
Sherifi' Accounts. 

sd. Granting Quietuses to the different Public A ccountants i|pon these Accounts. 

ad. The Accounts are preserved in the office, and produced to the Barons of 
Exchequer, when called for. 

4th. The Summons of the Pjpe is issued from this office for levying penalties 
forfeited to the Crown. This has been found a cheap and effective mode 
of recovering the debts, and has in consequence been resorted to more 
frequentiy than it formerly was. 
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DEPARTMENT. 



Number 

of 

Persons 

employed. 



CLASSIFICATION , 
■ocbrdiag to' their lUok or Standing. 



AMOUNT 

of 

SALARIES 

and 

EMOLUMENTS 

received by each. 



ATTENDANCE 
given and required. 



Prrsenter of 
Signatures. 



Clerk to the Port 
Bonds. 



Keeper of the 

Register 

of Resignations. 



Sir James Montgomery, average 

Fees per aimum ... 

John Pringle^ Depute, 

Average Fees per annum - 



Fletcher Norton Veitch. 

Mr. Veitch holds the office, during 

§ood conduct, by commission from 
ie Barons, dated 30 June 1819. 
He has a salary of £.40 on the Civil 
Establishment. 

On discharging each bond he has 
a fee of 5 s. from the oblieants, the 
annual average amount of which is 
from £. 20 to £. 30. 

Adam Longmore, senior. 

This officer is appointed by the 
Baronsi and holds his office during 
good, behaviour. He has a salary 
of £.40 on the Civil List Esta- 
blishment. 

The other emoluments of the office 
arise from a fee of 6 ^. 8 d, upon 
every signature of lands passed in 
Exchequer ; also upon all signatures 
of Gifts of Tutorv, Bastardy, Ul- 
timus Haeres, Escheats, and Tacks 
of Teinds. Tliis fee is paid bv the 
vassals and not out of the rublic 
Revenue, the average amount of 
which is about £.50 per annum. 



£. s. d. 

aoo - - 

386 19 I 

324 14 8 



From 10 to 3 o'clock daily. 
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AMOUNT OP DUTIES PERPORaiED. 



And whether they are of 

a confideDtial and important Nature, 

aiid such at reqn'uc more than 

an ordinary Capacity. 



OBSERVATIONS 

by 

THE BARONS OF EXCHEQUER. 



The office of Presenter of Sig- 
natures fiedls upon the death or 
resignation of the present Pre- 
senter, to be reguluted under the 
statute 57 Geo. III. c. 64. 



Hie ofl&ce of Presenter of Signatures is of con- 
siderable trust and confidence. It would appear to 
have been created soon after the succession of 
James VI. to the Crown of England in 1603. 

The fees of the Presenter were regulated by the 
Act concerning the Regulation of the Judicatories 
16 Charles IL and the continuance of the office 
afler the Union was provided for by the 6U1 Queen 
Anne, c. s6. I 

It b necessary that the person exercising the functions of the office should have a general knowledge of the 
law, and be intunately acquaint with the nature and forms of the feudal rights and investitures by which lands 
and other heritages are held in Scotland, and also of tlie deeds of conveyance by which they are transferred 
from one individual to another. 

The utili^ of the office and the official duties are minutely detailed in the Sixth Report of the Commissioners 
of Inquiry, 36 April 1819; and it may therefore be sufficient to state shortly here, that the Presenter's duty 
consists in the examination of all signatures presented in Exchequer as warrants for charters of lands and otlier 
heritages holden of the Crown, and all signatures for Gifts of Bastardy, Ultimus Hseres, Tutpries Dative, Tacks 
of Teinda, Gifb of Fishings, and other like gifts flowing from His Majesty with consent of the Barons of 
Exchequer, and passing under the Privy Seal of Scotland. 

In examining the signatures for charters of lands and other heritages the Presenter has also particularly to 
examine and compare with the former investitures, and to take care that the Crown gives nothing in the new 
charters which was not granted by the former titles ; also, that tlie duties payable to the Crown are contained in 
the renewed investitures and ftuther, that the signatures are in other respects correct and agreeable to the forms 
prescribed by the BUrons and to the feudal practice of Scotland. 

The Presenter has also to ascertain the rate of composition or entry monies due to the Crown for the lands in 
the signatures, and, along with the Auditor and Agents for the parties, to fix the amount Uiereof. 

He also attends the E^ons at their revising the signatures, and compares the most material parts of them 
with their Lordships, and afterwards presents the signatures in Court, when they are passed and signed by the 
Lord Chief Baron and Barons. 

The Presenter also examines all warrants for Pensions on the Civil Establishment, Presentadons to Parishes 
and Churches, Letters of Legitimation, and all Commissions and Warranu from His Majesty passing the Privy 
Seal of Scotland. He afterwards attends the Barons for their signatures to these warranU. 

Duplicates of the books or rolls of the valued rents of the different counties in Scotland are kept in this office 
open for inspection, and it is the only place in Scotland where all these rolls can be seen in a collected state. 

Sir James Montgomery, baronet, holds the office of Presenter by Commission from His Majesty, dated 
I June 1797. The Commission is for life, and contains a power to << appoint a Deputy or Deputies for whom 
he shall be re^onsible." 

The Presenter has a salary of see /. per annum payable from the Civil Establishment. He has an allowance 
of lo/. for stationery. Further he receives certain fees on the busines passing through the office from the 
individuals interested in the business performed^ Heacjts b;^ John Prinele, his Deputy. 

The Deputy Presenter has no salaiy. His emolumente arise entirely from certain fees for business performed, 
which are paid by the individuals interested. 

The yearly amount of fees varies according to business done, and it has not increased of late years. 

f The duty of this officer is to take charge of the 
bonds entered into by the masters of coasting 
vessels, and to recover from them and their sureties 
the penalties contained in the bonds, when they 
fiul' or neglect to return the proper certificates for 
cancellmg them. 



The duty of this officer is to attend the Barons 
when the lands holden of His Majesty are resigned, 
for the purpose of obtaining new investitures ; and 
the functions performed are, to enter in a book or 
register the names of the lands so resigned, and of 
the person making the resignation, and to whom 
the lands are to to regrant^, with those of the 
notaries and witnesses present on the occasion. 
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Tin's office is a necessarv one, 
and the fees will probably be 
diminished, as it is anticipated 
that in future new charters will 
only be passed in making up 
heritable titles either from pur* 
chase or succession. 
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of 


CLASSIFICATION 


SALARIES 
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DEPARTMENT. 






and 
EMOLUMENTS 






Pttrsous 


aooording to their Rank or Standiiig. 


given and required. 




employed. 




received by each. 










£. S. d. 




Examiner. 










KiMo's Whiter. 


1 


John Philip*. 


50 - - 




Solicitor 1 
of Exchequer. J 


1 


- Donald M<Lean. 


129 10 - 


The Solicitor devotes 
whatever time may be ne- 
cessary for the perforaiance 
of the duties at any period 
throughout the year, and 
is resident in Eainboigb, 






This officer has a salary on the 
Civil Establishment of £. 140 oer an- 
num. A further sum of £. 80 per 
annum was granted to the Solicitor 








in 1738. This allowance is paid out 




and at aU times liable to be 






of an annual sum of £• 1,000 on the 
Ciyil Establishment, << for defraying 




calldl upon to give attend- 
ance. 






the expenses of prosecutions against 










Crown vassals, and petty expenses of 










the Court;** which expenses were 










taken charge of, and mud away by 
the predecessors of Mr. M'Lean. 
This duty, however, is now performed 
by the Remembrancer, without re- 


































muneration, but the allowance of 










£.80 b continued to Mr. McLean. 










The Solicitor's fees amount yearly 










to about £.4, and he has an allow- 










ance of £. 8 for stationery. 
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And whether they are of 

A confidential and Important Nature, 

and such as require more than 

an ordinary Capacitj. 



OBSERVATIONS 

by 

THE BARONS OP EXCHEQUER. 



This office is now vacant, and 
it is not proposed to be filled 
up. The duty in future will be 
performed by the King's Re- 
membrancer. 



The office of Examinar was created in 1709, in 
consequence of a memorial by the fiarons^ repre- 
senting to the Lords of the Treasiu^, that an 
Examiner was required to take the depositions upon 
interrogatories of such witnesses as the Court m^ht 
direct to be examined in causes depending before 
them, ii^en it was i^prehended that, on account 
of absence or other reasons, they wodd be unable 
to attend at the trials. A conmiission during pleasure was accordingly granted on 17th October 1709, by 
Queen Anne, to John Hall, to be Exammer, with an annual salary of 50! The next commission was granted 
m 1714^ by Georee I. but all succeeding commissions have proceeded from the Barons, in virtue of the 
powers ve^ed in them by the Act constituting the Court. 

Mr* James Wyllie, the last Examiner, was^ appointed by the Barons in July 1814. He died a few weeks ago. 
During die 16 or 17 years he was in office, it is believed that he was only on one occasion employed in taun^ 
an examination. On the occasion alluded to, his charges for examining and engrossing the answers of witness 
to queries, including il.is. for extra trouble, in consequence of the witnesses being foreigners, and examined 
dtroi^h the medium of an interpreter, were 4/ 6 s. 



This office does not seem to be 
material, and upon a vacancy no 
successor should be appointed. 



This office is held by commission from the 

Crown. The appointment is for life. The present 

ofiBcer, Mr. John I^^ilh'ps, was appointed on 3d 

December 1839. 
It IS the duty of the King's Writer to raise and 

pass all homings and captions issuing from Exche- 
I quer at the instance of tne Receiver General of Land Tax, Collectors of Bishop and other Crown Rents, which 
I are of rare occurrence. His charge for drawing diligences is 6 s, for the first sheet, and 4^. for every other ; 
I in addition to which, however, afeeofiLas.ad. called the King's Writer's Fee, is received on each diligence, 

conformable to ancient usage. 






It therefore appears, that 
Mr. McLean's emoluments con- 
sist of 129/. 10 s. on the esta- 
blishment, and 80/. from Uie 
Court fund; and we may ob- 
serve, that in the Report of the 
Barons to the Lords Commis« 
sioners of His Majestv's Trea- 
sury, dated October i8si, they 
stated, that 'Uhe salary of this 
officer, upon the termination of 
the then interest, may be re- 
duced to 100/.;" but, notwith- 
standing of this observation, Mr. 
McLean received hb appoint- 
ment in December 1822, widi 
the former salary. 



The office of Solicitor of Exchec^uer was esta- 
blished at the denre of the Barons m 1708. The 
commission to the present Solicitor was granted by 
his late Majesty, 4U1 December 1822, and renewed 
by His present Majesty in November last. The ap- 
pointment is, ** &>licitor to His Majesty, in all 
matters and causes relating to debtors and account- 
ants to the Crown in Scotland (except those under 
the conduct of the Solicitors of the Customs and 
Excise here), and to take care that all such debtors 
and accountants shall be duly prosecuted until 
tbey shall have finbhed and fully discharged their 
accounts ; and to act, do and perform such other 
matters and things as the Barons of Exchequer 
there for the time Uiink fit to commit to his care." 

Under this commission the duties of the Solicitor 
are, to take care that the accounts of all debtors and 
accountants to the King shall be regularly brought 
forward and passedin Exchequer* and in particular to 
see that the Feu andTeind Duties, and the Land Rents 
payable to the Kins, and to the Prince of Wales, in 
Scotland, shall be duly paid to the Receiver Gene- 
ral; and also to take charge of all suits and actions, 
excepting those which have been placed under particular solicitors, whether in the Court of Exchequer, the 
Court of Session, or any other Court in Scotland, where the interest of the King or the jurisdiction of the 
Court of Exchequer is concerned, including specially those relative to the Duties and Rents above-mentioned, 
ttnd Offices, Escneats, Bastardies, and the King's Pdaces and Churches ; and to perform generally the duties 
of a Solicitor in any other matter which the Barons may commit to his care. 

The payment of the Feu and Teind Duties and of the Land Rents is chiefly effected by means of corre- 
spondence with the debtors or their agents. At one time only a single letter was written to each person in 
arrear, and a charge was made against him for it when he paid the duty of rent demanded ; but this charge 
has, since Mr. McLean's appointment, been discontinued, at the desire of the Barons. Instead of one letter, 
the Solicitor now writes as often as the particular circuinstances of each case appear to require, and the corre- 
spondence in the course of the year is considerable. This practice seems to have been attended with beneficial 
results, as the list of arrears is at present smaller, it is believed, than it has ever been. For no part of this corre- 
spondence is any charge made against, or fee received from the Crown or the debtor. When correspondence 
proves ineffectual. Letters of Homing are raised on Precepts from Chancery, which the Solicitor sends yearly 
to the Sheriff of each county, to be delivered to each vassal and tenant, commanding him to pay at a term 
specified, and the delivery of which is certified by the Sheriffs, and in virtue of a ccruficate from the Auditor 
of Exchequer ; but this diligence is avoided as much as it is possible. 
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> Nomber 




of 






of 


CLASSIFICATION 


SALARY 


ATTENDANCE 


DEPARTMENT. 












Persons 
tmyloyed. 


according to their Rank or Standing. 


aiid 
EMOLUMENTS 


given and required. 






received bj each. 










£. s. d. 




Marshall. 


li 


Adam Longmore, jim. 

Tlie present Marshal was appoint- 
ed by Royal Commission, dated 19th 


















December 1818, by which he is au- 










thorized to appoint a deputy, for 










whom he is to be answerable. 










He bas a salary of £.80 per annum, 
subject to6d. deduction on the Civil 
Establishment, and a small fee of 
is. Sd. on the annual account passed 
by each Sheriff in Court. This fee 


















amounts to about £.2. 15. per annum. 






Macers. 


3. 


WilUam Veitch. 

James Anderson. 

Peter Keith. 

The Macet« now hold their com- 
missions from the Barons during good 
behaviour. They have each a sSary 
on the Civil Establish-I^ ,^ 
mentof - - -r^^ " " 

The Macers have also 
fees on passing accounts, 
iudicial trials, and other 
business in Court, ave- 


- ■ ■ 
















raging each about - - 45 - « 










Fnrh - 


>45 - - 




Hbritablb Usher. 


1. 


James Gibson Craig. 








This oflSce was last held by Lord 










Ballandean, for behoof of whose cre- 






, 




ditors it was judicially sold in 180a, 










and purchased by Mr. Gibson Craig. 










The salary of the o£Bce on the Civil 










Establishment is £.11. a. 2. The 






. 




Usher has certain fees from persons 










taking oatlis of office, swearing to 










accounts, and passing signatures, &c. 










which average about - - - 


90 - - 




Deputy Usher. 


1. 


James T. Gibson Craig. 

This officer holds an appointment 
of Deputy by commission from the 
Principal Usher, dated 11th March 
1823. He has a salary on the Civil 
Establishment of £.50 per annum, 
but no fees distinct from those of the 
principal. 






Doorkeepers. 


3. 


William Allan and 
William Scott. 

These Doorkeepers were appointed 
by the Principal Usher, the first by 


















commission, dated 2d September 










1785, and the latter bv commission, 
dated 24th January 1827. 


















The emoluments of each are as 










follows: 










A salary on the Civil Esta- £. s, d. 










blishmeht - - - 50 - - 










And an annual allowance 










from the monies imprest- 










ed for defraying* the ex- 










penses of Court - . 10 - - 










Fees on trials in Court, pass- 










ing accounts, revising sig- 










natures, &c, about - - 34 - - 












94 - - 
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AMOUNT OF DUTIES PERFORMED. 



And wbetbei tbey are of 

A confidential and important Nature, 

and sMch a» require more than 

an ordinarj Capacity. 



OBSERVATIONS 

by 

THE BARONS 6F EXCHEQUER. 



This office does not seem to be 
material, and upon a vacancy, no 
successor should be appointed. 



The duties of the office of Marshal, as at present 
ezerciBed, are detailed in the oath of office pre- 
sented at the Union, and ccmtinued ever since. It 
is as follows : — ** You swear that you shall well and 
^ safely keep all such Records of this Court as 
«< shall be committed to your custody; and you sliall safely ke^ all such prisoners and accountants as shall be com- 
^ nutted to your charge by the Court ; and all warranto directed to you shall truly do and execute ; and idl other thmgs 
<^ appertaining to you to be done, as Marshal of this Court, you shall well and truly do and perform to {be best of 
« your skill and power." 

During the sitting of the Cdurt, the Marshal or his Deputy is constantly in attendance to keep order, to be ready to 
take into custody any person guilty of contempt of Court, or a witness who may be committed for prevarication or perjury. 
He is also always ready to bring in accountants when ordered, and keep them in custody when committed to his charge. 
It thus seems requisite that the office should be held by a person of responsibility, as he is responsible for the safe keeping 
of accountants or prisoners committed to his charge, and would be answerable in case of their escape. 

The duty of the Macers is to attend the Barons 
Ht an meetmgs of Exchequer, to carry the mace in 
and out of Court, attend juries, tdce charge of 
witnesses, and swear such persons as make affidavit 
before the Court. They also summon yearly all 
accountants and debtors to die Crown, to settle and 
discharge their accounts, resign all lands holding of 
His M^^ty in the hands of the Barons, and exe- 
cute an instructions, orders and decrees of their 
Lordships. 






The functions of this office are to usher the 
Barons into and out of Court when caUed upon so 
to do, and to usher into Court the 8herifi* rublic 
Accountants, and all other persons having business 
diere. It is also the duty of this officer, by his 
substitutes or doorkeepers, to keep the doors of the 
Court, and attend the Barons and officers of Court, 
for the purpose of executing the necessary orders. 



There are not any dudes assigned to, or perform- 
ed by, the Deputy Usher, distinct from those of 
die Principal Usher, all of which are performed by 
his substitutes or doorkeepers. 



In the Sixth Report of the 
Commisffloners on the Courts of 
Justice, they notioe that this officer claims, as a part of the 
emoluments of his office, '^ a right to' furnish stationery, &c. 
** for the use of the Barons and other officers of the Court, 
^* to provide coak and candles for the Court, to direct and see 
'* to and pay the workmen*s biUs for aU buildings, repairs and 
<< furniture of the said Court, and to receive a poundage of i s. 
'^ per pound on the amount of the expenditure, which rights 
^< and poundage he allies belong to the office of Usher in the 
" Court of Exchequer in England. He also claims a right to 
** appdnt the housekeeper of the Court, and the doorkeepers ; 
'^ but as all the»e claims are disputed, and are in the course of 
^' discussion in the Court of Session, we forbear stating any 
^' opinion re^^ectii^ them. 

** Two of the doorkeepers who at present officiate, were 
** appointed by, and hold their commissions from die Usher. 
<^ These persons receive the salaries and fees which are appro- 
<' priated to the doorkeepers of the Court, as will appear from 
** the account of their office, to be afterwards given. It was 
<< stated to us by Mr. Gibson, that it had always been the 
" practice to sell these appointments, but that he had taken 
<< nothing for the commissions in question." 

<< In concluding our Report as to ^his office, with respect 
*' to which the circumstances already mentioned prevent our 
<* going more into detail, we think it our duty to observe, as 
^< we had occasion to do in giving an account of one of the 
<' Macerships in the Court of Session, which is held by here- 
'^ ditary right, that a tenure of this kind in a Court of Justice 
<< is highly unsuitable and inexpedient; and that in our 
*< opinion, when the existing disputes respecting the present 
" rights of the office of Usher are legally determined, the 
" office shall be resumed by the Crown, on payment of a suit- 
<< able remuneration to the holder, and a new arrangement be 
*^ then made for the discharge of its duties. With a view to 
*^ these, there can be no occasion for any allowance to a de- 
<' puty ; and it appears to us,* that such duties as are attached 
<< to the situation will be sufficiently recompensed by the fees 
<< and allowances which belong to the dE&ce of Usher by 
" ancient usage." 

I {continued.) 
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DEPARTMENT. 



Chamberlains. 



Number 

of 

Persons 

employed. 



The 

Rkcutir General's 

Office. 



Clerks for conducting 
the Sale and Re- 
. demption of Land 
Tax. 



10. 



3. 



CLASSIFICATION, 
according to their Rank or Slanding. 



William Murray, Chamberlain of Earl- 
dom of Ross. 

William Berry, Chamberlain of Fife 
and Stratheam. 

For expenses - - - - 

William Campbell, Chamberlain of Lord- 
ship of Galloway and Duncow. 
For expenses . - - - 
He is also allowed the expense of 
coming to Edinburgh to pass his ac- 
counts. 

Robert Hay, Heritable Collector of 
Lordship of Dunbar. 

Salary aa bolls of wheat and 32 
bolls of barley. 

James Reid, Chamberlain of Lordship 
of Lindores. 

For expenses . - * - 

Lord Dunglass, Chamberlain of Ettrick 
Forest. 

John Kerr, collector of Archbishopridc 
of St. Andrew's and Bishopricks of 
Edinburgh, Brechin, Moray, GaUo- 
way, Dunblane, Dunkeld, Abaxleen 
and Caithness. 
Expenses of collection 

Laurence Hill, collector of Archbishop- 
rick of Glasgow. 

William Murray, collector of Bishop- 
ride of Ross. 

Thomas Graham, Chamberlain of Orkney 
Besides a free house and some 
ground at Crantel. 



Alexander Maclean, Receiver General. 
John Ferrier, William Grig, Deputies. 
William M'Candlish, first Clerk. 
William Park, second Clerk. 

third Clerk (vacant). 

Adam Longmore, jun. ^ 

and M'oint Clerks - 

Alexand^ Kidd - -J 



AMOUNT 

of 

SALARY 

and 

EMOLUMENTS 

received by each. 



135 - - 

55 ' - 

20 - - 

i8 - - 

lO - - 



5 11 



lA 



11 3 3A 

300 - - 



30O - - 



163 


8 10 


30 


- - 


83 


6 8 



350 - - 



60 — 



ATTENDANCE 
given and required. 



The attendance isconsttnt 
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AMOUNT OF DUTIES PERFORMED. 



Aud whether thej are of 

a confidential and important Nature, 

and SQch as require more than 

an ordinarj Capacitj. 



The emoluments of the office 
appear to us to be too small for 
the duty performed, and is now 
under consideration of the Lords 
of the Treasury, on a Report from 
us, on a petition from Mr. Berry, 
dated 12 July 1831. 



The average amount of revenue is 3,350 1^ paid by 
35 persons. 

Ihe revenue is 1,200 A, and is collected from about 
170 persons. 

The revenue is about i3o/.> and is collected from 
60 persons. 



Hie revenue is about 700/., and is collected from 
10 persons. 



Hie revenue is about 30/., and is collected from 
18 persons. 

The revenue is 235/., and collected from 30 
pertODS. The deputy has an allowance of 20 /. The deficiency of revenue to pay this 
Chamberlains salary is directed to be made up from revenues of Lordship of Dunbar. 

The revenue is about 3,500/., and is collected 
from 500 persons. 



Bevenue 1 ,700 Ly and is collected from 1 70 persons. 

Revenue is 500 /., and collected from 45 persons. 

Bevenue about 1,350 /^ collected from about 235 
perMMis. 
The duty of these Chamberlains is to collect 
Crown Revenues from the different persons liable in the same, and to 
remit it to the Receiver General of Land Rents at the Exchequer, 
Edbbui^ ; for doing so they respectively grant bond to the. Crown. 

For the duties of the Receiver General's depart- 

mmt, and the proposed regulation of the office, 

reference is made to the Baron's letters to the Trea- 
sunr of 30 December 1830 and 25 January 1831, 
and the Treasury Minute of 18 February last, ap- 
proving of the arrangements of the office proposed 
by the Barons. 

The redemption and sale of the Land-Tax was 
authorized by the statute 38 Geo. lU. c. 60 (1798). 
Soon after the nassing of this Act Mr. James Biurd, 
tiien of the Exchequer, was appointed by the Barons 
to issue the necessary forms, and to superintend the 
execution of the Act ; for this dutv the Barons, with the sanction of the Treasury, granted Mr. Baird an allowance of 
100/. for his trouble. Mr. Baird died in 1801, when the Barons appointed Mr. Thomas Weir to take charge of the 
busiiiess in his place, with a similar allowance of 100/, per annum. Mr. Weir died in 1814, when the Barons 
nominated Alexander Kidd and Adam Longmore, Junior, to succeed him, with a like allowance of 100/. They still 
hold the office, but the salary was reduced by the Barons, in May 1830, to 60/., in consequence of the trouble being 
dinoinished, owing to the h^^h prices of the stocks, which discourage purchasers, as the consideration paid is regulated 
by the selling price of the funds. Were the stocks however to fieJl, the transactions would again increase, as Siere is 
only about one-tliird of the land tax yet redeemed in Scotland. 

The duty of the persons who conduct this business is to assist persons desirous of redeeming their land tax, and to 
point out the mode of proceeding, which is very complex and intricate, and require a familiar acquaintance with the 
various Acts of Parliament which have been passed on the subject Besides this, the present incumbents have had much 
more to do. When they succeeded to the office, seventeen years ago, they found the business in the greatest confiision, 
owing to their [Hredecessors living paid little attention to it, and they had much trouble in rectifyinp^ this confusion. In 
many instances, although the purchase-money was paid, the lands were not exonerated, owing either to the contract 
being lost, or to the omission to register it in the proper office in London in teiins of the statutes. In this way the 
annital land tax was still kept up in the county cess books against the lands, and which the collector was, for his own 
sake, obliged to levy. This created much ill humour among the landholders, as well as much confusion in the accounts 
of the Cofiector and Receiver General. Most of them have, however, now been set right. 

L 2 {^continued,) 
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by 

THE BAROKS OF EXCHEQUER. 



'Khe salary of this office was for- 
merly 1 00 /. per annum ; but in 
Ma^ 1830 the Barons reduced it 
to 00/. 
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APPENDIX TO REPORT FROM COMMITTEE 



DEPARTMENT. 



Tax Office : 
In-door Department 



Number 

of 

Persons 

emplojed. 



9- 



Out-door Department: 
Inspbctors - 



Surveyors of Vacant 
Districts. 



6. 



CLASSIPICATION 
accordiug to- their Raiik or Standiog. 



•Comptrollor (vacant) 

James Mackenzie, Assistant Comptroller 

James Paterson - 1st Clerk 

James Glover - - sd ditto 

James Carmichael, 3d ditto 

Pulteney Dalzell - 4th ditto 

William Carrick - 5th ditto 

From the two last salaries there Is 
deducted 2} per cent for Superan- 
nuation Fund. 

Duncan Mlntosh, Messenger - 
Jane M^Leod^ Housekeeper 



Robert Brown, Aberdeen Division 
James Goldie, Dumfries Division 
James Robertson, Edinburgh Division 
William A. Paterson, Glasgow Division 
Alexander Mackay, Inverness Division 
James Bisset, Perth Division 



David Robertson, Kelso 
John Christie, Edinburgh 
E. J. Maughan, ditto 



AMOUNT 

of 

SAl^iRY 

aiid 

EMOLUMENTS 

received by each. 



£• $4 (L 

400 - - 

260 - - 

160 - - 

130 - - 

90 - - 

80 -* - 



70 

45 



ATTENDANCE 
given and required. 



Constant Attendance. 

Daily attendance from 
six to eight hours eadi 
lawful day without regud 
to holidays. 



175 
175 
175 
175 
175 
175 



120 
120 
120 
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AMOUNT OF DUTIES PERFORMED. 



And whether thej are of 

a confidential and important Nature, 

and such as require more than 

an ordinary Capadtj. 



OBSERVATIONS 

by 

THE BARONS OF EXCHEQUER. 



Many of the duties are of an 
important nature^ and the Re- 
ports in particular; and a deal 
of correqpoDdence may, to a cer- 
tain degree, be heldaa (tf a con- 
fidential nature. The duties 
performed by the upper Clerics 
m so far as they consist a good 
deal in making check examina- 
tions of the assessments, &c. ; 
and in reporting on the result 
of such examinations, require a 
knowledge of the law and prin- 
ciples on which such assess- 
ments ought to be made, as well 
as a conscientious accuracy and 
trust-worthiness. The duties in 
particular, performed by the first 
Clerk, require more than ordi- 
nary capacity, and may be said 
to be of a confidential nature. 
It is very much his duty and 
business to prepare letters and 
reports from notes and direc- 
tions received {torn the Comp- 
troller, and he takes a general 
superintendance of the business 
of the department under that 
officer, which duties can only be 
done properly or satisfactorilr 
by a person with a thorough 
knowledge of die business, and 
with a power of expressing him- 
self with facility, accuracy and 
distinctness. 



The Duties of the In-door Department of Taxes 
under the Comptroller may be stated generally 
as follows ; viz. 

L In a general superintendence and control over 
the whole officers employed in the assessment of 
the duties of Assessed Taxes. 

II. In the examination and check of the dis- 
charge vouchers of the Collectors of Taxes, as far 
as these consist of sums allowed by the District 
Commissioners on appeab, and of such as are 
fttated and returned by the Collectors to be irre- 
coYerable. 

in. In collating and checking the annual Lists 
of Atrears of Taxes prepared by Uie Collectors 
as outstanding at i August annually, and trans- 
mitted by them to the King's Remembrancer in 
Exchequer to obtain the Barons* orders for imposing 
on the parties in arrear the penalty of five per cent, 
in lieu of triple duties. 

IV. In causing investigation to be made into 
the merits of numerous applications addressed by 
pnVate parties to the Barons of Exchequer, claim- 
ing repayments of taxes, and for various other pur- 
poses under the Assessed Tax and Composition 
Acts, or made by officers for moieties of s uncharges 
and incidental expenses. On all such applications 
the Comptroller prepares reports for the informa- 
tion of the Barons of Exchequer. 

V. In a constant correspondence with the Board 
of Taxes in London, with a great variety of busi- 
ness relative to the Assessed Taxes generally, and 
to individual assessments oq private parties ; also in 
furnishing various annual accounts, &c. 

And in general the duties of the officers of the 
In-door Department, in so far as regards corres- 
pondence with the Inspectors and Surveyors of 
Taxes, the checking of their proceedings, the 
making up of accounts, and most other branches of 
the In-door duty, are presumed to be as nearly simi- 
lar 88 they can be brought to those of the officers 
employed under the Board of Taxes m London. 



The principal duties of the Inspectors of Taxes 
are, to watch the progress of the Surveyors ih their 
respective Divisions; to make check surveys of 
booses and windows ; to inquire into the establish- 
ments kept by parties, and to see that they are 
fully and properly assessed for them ; to examine the assessmenU and other annual accounu of the Surveyors 
previously to their transmission to the Tax Office; to make up annually accounts of charges for the Assessed Taxes 
and Composition Duties against the Collectors for the use of die Tax Office ; to attend the Appeal Courts alonir with 
the Surveyors to defend the assessments made by the Surveyors ; and to examine and make a first check on the 
discharge vouchers of Collectors in respect to sums allowed by the Commissioners on appeal, and the assessments on 
sums said to be irrecoverable. 

The Surveyors of Vacant Districts are appointed 
for discharging the public duty in cases of vacancies 
occuring by die death of any of the District Sur- 
veyors, or of the inability of the latter to execute 
their office through indisposition or otherwise. Of 
course, the duties of die Surveyor for Vacant Districts are similar to those performed by the local or district officers. 
Vide the Dudes performed by them. 

They are also occasionally employed by die Comptroller; in cases of complaints being made against District 
Survejrors at a time when the Inspector is otherwise engaged, to make inquiries and investigations into the drcum- 
stanpes of the case, and in reporUng the result for his information. Two of them also, who reside ui Edinbunrh are 
occasionally called to assist m the Comptroller's Office when there is a sudden press of business (owing to nn 
unforeseen call for accounts or otherwise) which could not be overtaken in proper time without extra assistance to 
the permanent Clerks. 

{continued.) 
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APPENDIX TO REPORT FROM COMMITTEE 



DEPARTMENT. 



Number 

of 

Persons 

employed. 



CLASSIFICATION 
according to their Rank or Standiog. 



Tax Offics — Out-Door Department — cont^. 



SURVSTORS. 



64. 



JameftLamont, ist District of Aberdeen, 

Aberdeen. 
John Monro, 2d ditto • ditto • 
George F. Leith, 3d ditto, Mintlaw - 
George Brown, 4th ditto, Aberdeen - 

William Ewart, ist District of Ayr, Ayr 
John Wyllie, ad ditto, Kilmarnock 

JohQ M^Milliin^ I8t District, Argyll, 

Rothesay. 
Apdrew Campbell, sd District of 

Argyll, Portascaig. 
Thomas M'Donald, 3d ditto, Fortwilliam 

^ohn Gatherer, Banff, Keith 

Allan Purves, 1st District of Berwick, 

Dwise. 
Andrew Scott, 2d ditto, Kelso - 

William Goldie, 1st District of Dum- 
fries, Dumfries. 
James Goldie, 2d ditto - ditto - 
George Henderson, 3d ditto, Langholm 
John M^Aulay, Dumbarton District, 
Dumbarton. 

John Murray, 1st District of Edinburgh, 

Edinburgh. 
John Laing, 2d ditto - ditto 
John Allan, 3d ditto • ditto 
John Card, 4th ditto - ditto 
Charles Murray, 5th ditto - ditto 
Matthew Charles, 6th ditto - ditto - 
Thomas Clark, 7th ditto - ditto 

Alexander Cowie, District of Elgin and 
and Naime, Keith. 

John Giyan, 1st District of Fife, Cupar^ 

Fife. 
George Givan, 2d ditto, St. Andrew's - 
John Edington, 3d ditto, Windigates - 
William Beveridge, 4tb ditto, Dumr 

fermline. 
(Vacant) - - 1st District of Forfar - 
Robert Traill, 2d ditto, Montrose 
James Jack, 3d ditto, Dundee - 

George Dods, Haddington District, 
Hf^dington 

Colin Chisholm, 1 st District of Inver- 
ness, Inverness. 

William Cameron, 2d ditto, Kinguissie 

John Mcintosh, 3d ditto, Inverness - 

A. W. Kinnear, Kincardine district, 

Stonehaven. 
David M'MiUan, 1st District of Kirk 

cudbright. New Gallowajr 
James Kennedy, 2d ditto - ditto 

John Forrest, 1st District of Laiuuk< 

Lanaric. 
Archibald Neilson, 2 ditto, Hamilton 
John Menzies, 3d ditto, Glasgow 

Charles Hamilton, 1st District of Glas- 

ggw, GL^gaw. 
(Vacant) - - 2d District of Glasgow 
(Vacant) ^ - 3d District of Glasgow 

John Boyd, Linlithgow District, Lin 

lithgow. 
Robert TraUi, District of Orkney, 



AMOUNT 

oC 

SALARY 

and 

EMOLUMENTS 

received by each. 



£. s. d. 

120 - - 

120 - - 

120 - - 

120 - - 

120 - - 

120 - - 

120 -. - 

120 -,- 

120 - - 

120 - - 

120 - -. 

120 - -- 

120 - - 

120 - -r 

120 - - 

120 - - 

120 - - 

120 - - 

120 - - 

120 - - 

lao - - 

120 - - 

120 - - 

120 - - 

120 - - 

120 - - 

120 - - 

120 - - 

|2p - T- 

120 - - 

120 - - 

120 - - 

120 - - 

120 - - 

120 - - 

120 * - 

120 - - 

120 - - 

120 - - 

120 - - 

120 - - 

120 - - 

120 - - 

120 - - 

120 - - 

120 - - 



ATTENDAIfCE 
given and re(|aired. 
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AMOUNT OF DUTIES PERFORMED. 



Aiid whether thej «re of 

a con6deDtUI and important Nature, 

and inch as require more than 

an ordinary Capacity, 



Observations 

..by . . 
THE BARONS OF EXCHEQUER. 



The duties of a Sunrejror of Taxes may be gene- 
taUv stated at undor ; viz. 

As soon as he receives the stores for the service 
#r the year, which is usually before the term of 
Wtutsonday, at which time the year of assessment 
begins, he makes acopy of the formor years assess- 
Bients into what is called a pocket survey-book, 
whidi is of various sites, according to the size of the 
tHatrictfor which it is used ; after that he prepares 
and fiUs up the Notice papers, for returns of ser- 
vants, carriages, &c. which are to be left with the 
parties for the purpose of being returned to him, 
with lists of the articles kept. He also fills up 
Dttices of charge for houses and windows, intimating 
die assessments for these duties to the parties, sub- 
wet to correction, if found, on the actual survey, to 
BNI requisite. After Whitsunday the Surveyor pro- 
ceeds on the actual survey of his District, going 
6wn door to door, or, in the country, travelling from 
boose to house, to ascertain such alterations and 
duuDoes as may have taken place since their former 
examination, in r^;aid to tne number of windows, 
Ac in eadi house, and for the purpose of inquiring 
ifito the state of die different estoblishments, the 
places to which parties liable for such establish- 
ments may have removed, and such other particu- 
lars as may be conducive to an accurate assessment. 
On this occasion the Surveyor leaves at each dwel- 
Hng-house the before-mentioned notices of chaise 
fbr windows, &c. and notice papers calling for re- 
turns of establishments ; and also, at the necessary 
places, forms of accounts, to be filled up and re- 
turned to him by the parties under-mentioned ; viz. 
keepers of lodging bouses, livery-stable keepers, 
lionised postmasters, makers and sellers of carriages, 
and keqiers or trainers of race horses. After the 
Surveyor has obtained the rt;tums of parties, he 
exammes and checks them, which nece^arily ^ves 
rise to much correspondence and many interviews 
with diose parties. The annual accounts which the 
Surveyor has to prepare and forward to the In- 
spector for his examination, before they are trans- 
mitted to the Tax Office, and previous to the com- 
pletion of his assessments, are — 
1st. The No. 8, or total charge for assessed taxes 
for the year current, made up according to 
the then state of the increase or decrease in 
the different branches of duties in the District. 
3d. No. 10, part 1st, being an account of the 
estabhshments of persons returned wholly 
or in part out of the District. 
3d. No. 10, part 2d. An account of the establish- 
ments charged in the former year on per- 
sons who have smce removed from the Dis- 
trict, specifying the places to which they 
have removed, and also stating such ardcles 
as they are liable for in addition to those 
c^harged for in the preceding year. 
4tb. No. 10, part 3d. An account of the Stewards, 
Overseers, &c. employed in the District 
where the persons wno employ them have no 
phice of residence, and are not charged for 
any of the duties. 

No. 10, part 4th. An account, taken from the 
returns of hirers of servants, carriages and 
horses let to hire, in such manner as the 
post'horse duty is not paid. 

Besides the above, I may mendon that the Sur- 
veyor has to make out extracts from the accounts 
he has received from lodging-house keepers, livery- 
stable 
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AMOUNT 




* 




Number 




of 


j 






d^ 


CLASSIFICATION 


SALARY 


ATTENDANCE j 




DEPABTMfellt. 


Ptmtii 
«mplo)ed. 


aecerdiiig to their lUiik or Staiidbg. 


and 
EMOLUMENTS 


given and required. 










received bj each. 






1 

Tax Office— Oat-Door Department— con<^. 


£. s. d. 






Surveyors— ccm^tco/. 




John M'Oowan, Peebles District, 

Peebles. 
James C. Blair, ist District of Perth, 

Perth- 
Charles Clarice, ad District of ditto, 

Cupar, An^. 
Robert Menzies, 3d ditto, Dercuilich - 
James Inches, 4th ditto, Dunkeld 
Charles M*Ara, 5th ditto, Dunblane - 


120 - - . 
120 - ^ 

IQO - - 

120 - - 
120 - - 
120 - *- 








« 


Joseph M'Leod, 1st District of Ren- 
frew, Pabley- 
John Dunn, ad ditto, Greenock - 


120 - - 










120 - - 








: 


Georee Murray, 1st District of Ross, 
Ts^. 


120 - - 










James Taylor, 2d ditto, Cromarty 


120 » - 










Colin Munro, 3d ditto, Dingwall 


120 - - 








(Vacant) - - 1st Distrift of Roxburgh 


^_ 










This District is not to be filled up. 












Robert Henderson, ad District of 


180 - - 








' 


Roxburgh, Selkirk. 












Mag. S. Fea, Shetland District, Lerwick 


120 - - 










Robert Henderson, 1st District of Stir- 


. 120 * - 










ling, Stirling. 












John Sawers, 2d ditto, Stirling - 


120 - - 










(Vacant) - - Sutherland District 


120 - .- 










John M'Crachen, Wigton District, 


120 * - 










Glenluce. 




. 








Of the above Surveyors, the follow- 
ing hold other offices, the Emolu- 






















ments derived from which are received 












from the Public. 












Edward J. Maughan holds the situation 












of a Clerk in the Office of Comp- 












troller of Excise, with a Salaiy of 












£.90- 












W. Goldie, 1st District of Dumfries, 










holds the office of Keeper of Records 








of Sasines, Dumfries-shire, and is paid 








by fees, which amount from £. 100 to 
X. 150 a year. 






















John M^Aulay, Dumbarton District, 
holds the office of Procurator-Fiscal 




. » . 


















for Dumbartonshire, and states die 












Emoluments for five years, ending 












Whitsunday 1830, to have been 












£.397- 19-6 J- 










Charles Murray, 5th District of Edin- 










burgh, holds the office of a Clerk in 










the Department of the Comptroller 












of Excise ; salary £. 70. 




.. • 








James Taylor, 2d District of Ross, is 


' 










also Sheriff-clerk of the countv of 












Cromarty, and the Emoluments'ave- 












rage £. 20 per annum. 




, 








James Sawers, 2d District of Stirling, 




•' 








is Procurator-Fiscal for the Western 












District of that county; emoluments 












for last year £.168. 12. 2. 












It is also proper to state, that the 


' 










Surveyors, in the case of parties making 
felse Returns, or evading the making of 






















any Return, are empowered, and it is 












their duty to make surcharges- on the 












parties in fault, in double duty. The 
Emoluments derived from these Sur- 






















chaiges are not, however, greal. 
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AMOUNT OF DUTIES PERFORMED. 



iCaUe keepers, licensed postmasters, coachmakerg, 
and keepers of race horses, already referred to; which 
are Ukeirise sent to the Inroector for examination 
before being transmitted to ttie Tax-Office. 

The Surveyor then makes out the books of assess- 
ment in duplicate, one copy for the use of the Col- 
lector and the other for the Tax-Office. He then 
fills up and delivers the notices of duurge (which also 
specif the time and place for hearing appeals) on 
nch mdividual in his assessment. When the du- 
{Jicates of the first assessments have thus been fur- 
nisbed to the Collectors and to the Tax-Office, or 
very soon after Candlemas, the Surveyor proceeds 
to make a survey and assessment of such houses as 
be found uninhabited or unfinished at the time of 
bis first survey; or of those houses whose occupiers 
had notified to him their intention to remove at the 
term of Martinmas or CancBemas. In this second 
or supplementary assessment, are included addi- 
tional chaiges nuule on parties, in consequence of 
more correct information obtained, or such as have 
resulted from further check survey by the inspec- 
ton, or directions received from the Comptroller. 

Afier the Surveyors have completed and furnished 
to the Collectors and the Tkx-Office duplicates of 
the Second or Supplementary Assessments, they 
proceed to make up for their respective Districts 
the account termed the Ckiss Abstract, being a 
classified Statement annually required by the Bcwrd 
of Taxes, of certam minute particulars under each 
brandi of the Assessed Taxes. Thus, in resard to 
windows, the account exhibits the number of houses 
in the district having eight windows, and so on pro- 
gressively up to houses having 180 windows, with 
the amount of duty on each progressive class. And 
the same or a similar minuteness of classification is 
made in regard to each of the other branches of 
Assessed Taxes. This Abstract also contains a 
Statement of the various exemptions under the 
several Acts of Pariiament, applicable to each head 
of dotjr, and to each description of servants, horses, 
Ac. wiUi the cause of such respective exemptions. 
And there is appended to it another account, ex- 
hibiting a comparative Statement of the several 
/ duties for the preceding and current years, and 
thereby showing the increase or decrease on houses 
and windows ; and more minutely on each of the 
other branches, in respect that it embraces separately 
the various classes of servants, horses, carriages, 
&c. ; thus showing on each branch or class the 
amount of increase or decrease ; and for the latter 
th^ must satisfactorily account. 

The Surveyors ought also carefully and minutely 
to examine the Discharge Vouchers of the Collectors 
of Taxes, in so far as tluMe relate to sums of reduction 
allowed by the Commissioners to parties on appeals, 
or of sums which are stated by tne Collectors and 
their officers to be irrecovemble. The Surveyors 
collate all such reductions with the charges stand- 
ing against the respective parties in their duph'cates 
of assessment ; for the total amount of which duph- 
cates the CoUectors stand chaiged, and must account 
to the Receiver-General ; so ihat no sums can go to 
the credit of the Collectors which are not stated to 
their debit. Such examinations have also the effect 
of prerenting any sums on appeals firom being placed 
to the Collector's credit, which were not known by 
the Inspector and Surveyor to be regularly allowed 
by the Commissioners ; or any allowance of sums 
as irrecoverable arrears, with#ut those officers being 
satisfied as to the facts in eadfa respective case* 
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DEPARTMENT. 



Namber 

of 

Persons 

employed. 



CLASSIFICATION 
according to their Rank or Standing. 



AMOUNT 

of 

SALARY 

and 

EMOLUMENTS 

received bj each. 



ATTENDANCE 
given and required. 



Inspectors 
of the Accounts of 
Collectors of 
Assessed Taxes. 



3. 



Robert Maughan 
Thomas Kyd r 



220 - - 
220 - - 



Attendance daily, when 
not engaged in examining 
the intromissions of Col- 
lectors and Sub-Collectors 
of Taxes in the different 
districts of Scotland. 
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AMOUNT OF DUllES PERFORMED. 



And whether they are of 

a confidential and important Nature, 

and such as require more than 

an ordinary Capacity. 



OBSERVATIONS 

by 

THE BAHONS OF EXCHEQUER. 



These Lupectors act under the immediate 
directions of die Barons and the King's Remem- 
brancer of Exchequer. Mr. Maugfaan entered the 
service on dd Jtily 1786, and Mr. Kyd on 4tli July 
1807. Thdr duties are as foliows : 

1. It is the duty of these Inq>ectors, on receiving instructions for that purpofe* to examine the intromis- 
BODS of the several Prindpal and Sub-Collectors of Taxes throughout Scotland^ in order to ascertain the 
precise state of their accounts, and whether the taxes liave been promptly collected, and duly remitted and 
accounted for according to law; to instruct such of them as may require it, in the proper way and 
maimer of keeping their public cash books, and in adjtisting the various discbarge vouchers of their accounts, 
such as appeals, irrecoverable arrears, and 5 per cent on arrears not recovered. 

3. When not engaged in this important branch of duty, the Inspectors attend in the King*s Remem- 
brancer's Office, where the following Duties are performed by them ; viz. 

1 . They prepare and tr^psmit annually to the respective Surveyors, forms for the piupose of entering the 
charees against each Principal and Sub-Collector in their district, which on being returned as 
required to the office of King's Remembrancer, are entered by the Inspectors in books kept for that 
purpose. In these books are also entered, from time to time, the amount of sums paid, over to the 
principal Collector or remitted to the Receiver-General, together with such appeals and other 
articles of discharze as may be placed to the Collector's credit. 

s. From these books the Inspectors occasionally make up general and particular statements in order to 
exhibit the precise balance that hap[>en to be due by Collectors, which statements are submitted to 
the Remembrancer for his consideration and directions. 

3. Each Principal and Sub-Collector is required by law, and the terms of his surety bond, to make up and 
tnnsmit to the Remembrancer quarterly, at the four usual quarter-days, statements, verified on oath, of 
their mtromissions, with the taxes of the county, district or burgh tuder his collection, lliis statement 
exhibits, — 

1. The balance, if any, remaining in the Collector's hands at the termination of the preceding quarter. 

3. The sum received since that day. 

3. The sum paid to the Principal or Receiver-General, as the case may be. 

4. The balance, should there be any, remaining on haind at the termiijation of the quarter for which the 

statement is made up. 
Forms of these statements are prepared by the Inspectors, and transmitted by them to the respective 
Colectors and Sub-Collectors. The Inspectors likewise make up quarterly, from the statements returned 
by the several Collectors, lists or schedules of the amount of the collection, remittance and balance appearing 
on the &ce of the statements, for the purpose of examining and checking the same with the remittances 
actually made to the Receiver-General or Principal Collector. 

4. The Sub-Collectors are, by the statutes and their surety bonds, oblieed to pay over to the Principal 
Collector, the sums collected by them previous to the first day of every cuendar month after receiving the 
same, and the Principal Collectors are required to ^rant duplicate receipts for such monthly payments by 
the Sub-Collectors, and these duplicate receipts, when received by the Remembrancer, are* entered by the 
Inspectors in a book kept for the purpose of exhU)iting the intromissions of the different Sub-Collectors from 
time to time. 

It may be proper here to observe, that the Inspectors alone are enabled, by means of these duplicate 
receipts and charges returned by the Surveyors, to make up statements of the Sub-Collectors intromissions, 
as they accoimt directly to the Principal Collectors and not to the Receiver-General, who therefore is 
unacquainted with the sums paid over by the Sub-Collectors. 

5. By the 16th section of the Statute 53 Geo. 3, cap. 95, Collectors are reauired on or before the 1st of 
August in each year to transmit to the King's Remembrancer, lists or schedules of the arrears of taxes due 
by every person, in the year preceding the said 1st August, lliese lists, when received, are laid before one of 
the Barons, who grants an order for levying a per centage (usually 5 per cent) on the arrears in each district. 
The amount is then entered by the Inspectors in a book kept for that purpose, and the lists, with the Baron's 
order directing the Commissioners of Supply to issue warrants for levying the per centage, are transmitted 
by the In^ctors to the respective Collectors and Sub-Collectors, and the total sums of per centage are 
cbanred against the Collectors re^ctively by certified states made out by the Inspectors and delivered to 
the Rincipal Collectors and Receiver-General. 

6. For the purpose of ascertaining the state of the collection and the date of the Commissioners Warrant 
for levying the per centage, the Inspectors, under direction of the Remembrancer, prepare and transmit 
forms regarding the arrears to be filled up, certified and returned by the Collectors. 

7. The Inn)ectors prepare drafts of letters to CoUectors, calling on them from time to time to settle their 
accounts. These drafts, after being revised and approved of by the Remembrancer, are copied by the 
Inspectors and signed by the Remembrancer, ana after being entered in the books of liis office are 
dispatched to the Collectors. 

8. The Inspectors frequently assist at the final settlement of the Collectors' accounts, by making up, when 
required, detailed statements, for the purpose of reconciling discrepancies which sometimes occur between 
Collectors' accounts and the books of the Receiver-General. 

9. The Inspectors, under the directions of the Remembrancer, assist in examining the lists and vouchers 
of discharge by appeals and irrecoverable arrears, transmitted by the several Collectors to the Receiver- 
General, in conformity with the orders of the Barons of 4 July 1829, to ascertain whether such lists are 
made out and properly certified, previous to their being passed to the credit of the Collectors. 
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OMMITTBE 




DEPARTMEMT. 


Number 

of 

Penous 

einpiojed. 


CLASSIFICATION, . 
According to their Rank or Standing. 


AMOUNT 

of 

SAL-iRY 

•and 

EMOLUMENTS 

received bj each. 


ATTENDANCE 
given and reqnired. 








£. s. d. 




SoiiciTOB or Taxis. 




This office is at present vacant. Mr. 
William Fraser was appointed Int^im 
Solicitor by the Barons on 24 March 
1831. 

By an order of the Barons of 5 August 
1783, the Solicitor of Taxes was autho- 
rized to make the following charges : — 

For every necessary Letter • 

For serving every Order in Edinburgh 

For drawing Copy Affidavit - 

For every necessary attendance out 
ofCourt - * - 

For copying each sheet of Reports 
made by him to the Court, or 
Brieves to Coimsel, or other neces- 
sary writings, each sheet containing 
five folios of ninety words in each 
folio at least .... 

Annual Bills have heretofore been 
submitted to the Barons, and after 
examination payment ordered. 


- 3 4 

- a 6 

- 1 - 

- 6 8 

- a 6 


; 



Exchequer Chambers, Edinburghyl 
15 July 1831. J 
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AMOUNT OF DUTIES PERFORBfED. 


And whether they are of 

a oonfideatial and iaiportant Nature. 

and mch a« require niore than 


OBSERVATIONS 
by 




' 


an ordinary Capacity. 


THE BARONS OF EXCHEQUER. 




For nome time past the business in the SoUdtor's 
deputment has been very much reduced, owing to 
sD cMrespondence with Collectors on the subject 
of thdr respective collections and adjustment of 

Hus arrangement, while it has increased the busi* 
nessof th^ departmeuls, has simplified very much 
that of the Solicitor's; so much so, that the duties 
of the office may be comprised under the following 
heads:— 








1. Raising and conducting diligence aoainst Col- 
lectors who fid! into arrear, when ne receives 
orders from the Banms to that effect. 




• 


f 


wpeal cases in any intricate or leading cases 
wluch may occur. 








3. Getting from Cl^ks of Commissioners stated 

ingtances where the decisions of the Com- 
missioners are not acquiesced in. 




I 
i 




4. Raising prosecutions against persons who 
transgress against the Game Laws. 


• 


r, 




5. Making reports to the Barons on such impli- 
cations as are remitted to the Solicitor for 
hisrepwt. 




■1 
1 



Henry Jardine, King's Remembrancer. 
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APPENDIX TO REPORT FROM COMMITTEE 



Appendix, No. 3. 



STATEMENT, showing the Amount of the Hereditary Revenue in Scatlandy from 
2d February 1817 to ad February 1818, and firoia 5th January 1828 to 5th January 1830^ 
and of the Mode of its Application during the same period. 



YEAR from 2d February 1817 to 2d February 1818. 



RECEIFfS: 



Balance on 2d February 1817- 

Crown Rents and Casualties ..-.-. 

Compositions on Signatures •.----- 
New Subsidy of Customs -.-•--- 
Fines and Forfeitures of Customs ••--•- 
Hereditary Revenue of Excbe, including Fines and Forfeitures 
Interest received from the Bank, arising on Money deposited - 




Receipts 



APPLICATION: 

King's Household, and Officers on the Civil List Establishment! 
who do not belong to the Judicial Establishment - -J 

Pensions on the Civil List Establishment .... 

His Majesty's High Commissioner ..... 

Procurator of the Church, to be paid to Itinerant Preachers, &c. 

Crown Agent for Criminal Prosecutions - - - - - 

Robert Mitford, Esq. of the Treasury, in aid of His Majesty's*) 
Civil List in England ....... .j 

Clerk in Chancery, Annual Allowance for comparing Charters, &c. 
Ditto - Annual Allowance for making up Responde Book, Ike. 

Salary to Chamberlain of Ettrick Forest .... 

Allowance for Coach-house and Stables to Barons of Exchequer 

Expense of Botanic Garden for three quarters 

His Majesty's Almoner, to defray the Expense of increase of 
Alms and Beedsmen's Gowns, 4th June 1817 

Stipend to Minister of Kirkliston, Feu Duty of Hallyards 

King's Plate to the Magistrates of Edinburgh ... 

Repairs on Holyrood House 

Ditto on His Majesty's Throne 

Professor of Natural History, Edinburgh ; Expense of Museum 

Solicitor of Tithes, his Salary for half a year - . - • 

Alexander Mundell, Esq., Solicitor, for his trouble in preparing! 
Bills relating to Scotland - . - - - . .j 

Thomas Langlands, Esq. for attendance and trouble as Solicitor 1 
for Scotch business in Parliament - - - - -J 

King's Plate to Royal Company of Scottish Archers 
Ditto, for Caledonian Hunt .... - 



'■} 



7,708 10 9 '7 

1,050 10 97 

31,050 - - 

510 - - 

34,018 16 aV 

523 16 7 



11,234 II 10 

38,850 3 9 

2,085 10 - 

2,098 10 - 

8,000 - - 

10,000 - - 

5 - - 

30 - - 

500 - - 

60 - - 

314 



In aid of the Subscription for the distressed Inhabitants of Skye 

Agents before the Court of Session in matters relating to Teinds 
Ditto, an Imprest for ditto ...... 

For Receipt Stamps for discharging the Quarterly Allowancel 
paid for His Majesty's Charities, from 1803 to 1817 - -J 

Repairs on the Abbey of Aberbrothick - • - . 

Repayment of a Composition on a Signature - . - 

Expense fitting up King's Seat in Canongate Church 



Balancb 



2G8 18 

5 11 
105 - 

494 - 
J 34 13 

100 - 
40 - 



409 
206 



3 
9 

7V 

7 



£. 



d. 



17,926 12 10*/ 



- 6 



7 6 



37 



20 - 
105 - 

500 - 

579 »6 
150 - - 

14 11 6 

100 - - 

3 9 « 

21 - - 



74,861 14 47 



92,788 7 37 



76,435 12 «7 



i6,35« 15 -'• 
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Appendbr, No. 3.— -Statement showing Amount of Hereditary Revenue in Scotland-^ontinued. 



YEAR from 5th January 1828 to 5th January 1829. 



RECEIPTS: 
Balance on 5th January 1828 



Crown Rents and Casualties •...-.• 
Compositions on Signatures .-...-- 
New Subsidy of Customs -----.. 
Fines and Forfeitures of ditto --...- 
Hereditary Revenue of Excise, including Fines and Forfeitures 
Interest received from the Bank - • . • 



Receipts 



APPLICATION: 

King's Household and Officers on Civil Establishment - 

Pensions on the Civfl List ...... 

His Majesty's Commissioner to General Assembly - 

Procurator to Church for Itinerant Preachers 

Crown Agent for Criminal Prosecutions • . - 

Salary to Solicitor of Tithes 

Agents before the Court of Session relative to Tithes 

Agent for Officers of State 

Alex' Mundell, on account of Expenses of Appeal, Directors^ 
of Bible Societies agaifut King's Printers - - - -J 

Repairs on Palace of Holyrood House • - . - 

Annual Expense of Botanic Garden - - - ' - 

Annual Expense of Edmburgh Museum ... 

Salary to Chamberlain of Ettrick Forest ^ . . 

Coach«house and Stables to Barons of Exchequer - f- 

Alex' Mundelly for preparing Public Bills, and for Expense of 1 
Proceedings before House of Peers - - - - . -J 

King^s Plate to be run for at Musselburgh ... 

Ditto - for Royal Company of Archers • - • 

Ditto - to Caledonian Hunt • • - - • 

For Alms and Beedsmen's Gowns . • - - - 

Repayment of Composition on a Signature . - 

Repayment of Penalty on Bail Bond .... 

Expense of Mineralogical Survey of Scotland 

Expenses of University Commission .... 

Amiual Allowance to Clerks in Chancery . . « 

Deputy Keeper of Regalia, Balance of his AccounU 

To be applied for the benefit of the Scotch Episcopal Church 

Repairs to Church Aisle for General Assembly 

Exjoense of Investigations, &c. relative to King's Estate in 
Orkney ---•--.-- 



£. s. d. 



9>9^ 

1,062 

42,609 

1,940 

17,008 

1,114 



3 

5 

H 

9 
2 



4V 
67 

7 
8 



11,207 17 

33,156 19 

2,085 10 

2,098 10 

11,300 - 

100 - 

1,188 3 

«50 3 



6 
3 



} 



Balavcb 



Of which, 



In the hands of Sir W. Forbes & Co. 
In the hands of the Receiver General 



37 



200 - - 

8,069 18 9 

419 3 - 

loo - - 

431 10 I 

48 ^ - 

646 19 6 

105 - - 

20 - - 

105 - - 

108 

20 

6 10 

959 18 

2,563 13 

35 - - 

189 17 10 

1,208 ^7 6 

' 69 19 3 

169 5 9 



6 
6 



43,317 n 77 
108 - 57 



M4 



£. t. d. 



46,595 5 87 



73,694 15 77 



120,290 1 3*/ 



76,864 9 37 



43,435 la -"/ 



43,425 12 -'7 
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AfypeniBxy No. 8.— -fltatemenc sbowiag Amouat of Heetditaiy Revenue in SeoHamU-^ontmued, 



YEAR from 5th January 1829 to 5lh January iSso, 



RECEIPTS: 
Balavcc on 5th January 1829 - 



Crovni Rents and Casualtiet 

Compositions on Signatures - 

New Subsidy of Customs 

Fines and Forfeitures of ditto 

Hereditary Revenue of Excise, including Fines and Forfeitures 
Interest received from the Bank ------ 



Receipts 



APPUCATION: 

King's Household and OSoers on the Civil Establishment 
Pensions on the Civil List • - - - - - 
His Majesty's Commissioner to General Assembly - 
Procurator to Churoh for Itmerant Preachers 
Crown Agent for Criminal Prosecutions - - . 

Salary to Solicitor of Tithes - - - - 

Agents before the Ceurt-of fiession relative to Tithes 

Agent for Officers of State 

Alex' Mundell, Esq. Expenses of Appeal, the Directors of! 

Bible Societies ^gaini* kind's Printers - - • •/ 
Ditto, for preparing Public Bills, and Expense of Proceedingsl 

before the Houbo of Peem --..--/ 
Repairs on the Palace of Holyrood House - - - 
Annual Expense of Botanic Gifden ! 

Ditto - - of Edinburgh Muieum ... 

Salary to Chamberlain of Ettrick Forest . - • 

Coach-house and Stables to Barons of Exchequer - 

King's Plate to be run for at Musselburgh ... 

Ditto - for Royal Conmany of Archers - - - 

Ditto - to Cal^onian Hunt ..... 



For Alms and Beedsmen'a Gbowns . . . - 

Repayment of Penalty on Bail Bond .... 
For restoring and embellishing the external walls of St. Giies-sl 

Cathedral, and Fees at Treasury, &c. ... ./ 
Expense of Mineralogical Survey of Scotland - . - 
Annual Allowance to Clerks in Chancery . . . - 
Deputy Keeper of the Regalia of Scotland, Balance of Accounts 
Grant for the benefit of Uie Daughters of Scottish Clergy 

Stipend to Minister «f KirkhKon - 

Repairs on Windows of the Catliedral of Glasgow . - - 
Three-fifths of the Contingent Expenses of the Office of Works! 

in Scotland, from January 1827 to January 1829 - -j 



Balakcb 



Of which, 



In the hands of Sir W. Forbes & Co. 
In the hands of the Receiver General 



£. i. d. 



8,ai7 16 loV 

748 17 37 

74»98o 15 11 

760 - - 

22,856 12 4 

1,568 10 6 



10,940 18 7 

33,OAO 5 8 

3,085 lo - 

^,098 !• - 

11,300 - - 

100 - - 

99S ^6 «V 

495 7 a 7 

169 6 2 



4,010 

4»9 
100 

300 

4« 
105 

20 
ro5 

106 

50 

2,010 

3>134 

35 

120 

1,000 

5 

44 



10 • 



6 8 

17 € 

9 77 

2 7 

u 7 7 
8 - 



92 4 5 



78,868 8 11"/ 
103 >3 aV 



£. s. d. 



43»4«5 12 -7 



109,132 12 107 



^S'^^SS^ 4 117 



73W>86 2 97 



78«7a « «? 



78,972 2 « 7 



Receiver General's Office, Edinburgh,! 
31 July 1830, J 



Deputy Rec. General for Scetland. 
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THE COMMITTEE appointed to enquire what 
Temporary Laws of a Public and General Nature, made 
by the Parliaments of England, or Great Britain, or Ireland, 
or of The United Kingdom, are now in force ; and 
what Laws, of the like nature, passed by the English, 
British, Irish, or United Parliaments, have expired, between 
the First day of the Second Session of Parliament, holden 
in the First Year of His present Majesty's Reign, and the 
First day of the present Session; and also what Laws, 
of the like nature, are about to expire, in the Course, 
or at the End, of the present Session, or on or before the 
First day of August 1833 ; or in the Course, or at the End, 
of any Session referring to, that period ; or in consequence 
of any Contingent Pubhc Event; and to report the same, 
with their Observations thereupon, to The House : And who 
were instructed, to report their Opinion, from time to time, 
to The House, which of the said Laws are fit to be revived, 
continued, or made perpetual: — 

IITAVE proceeded to an Examination of the Matters referred to 
^ them : And beg leave to present to The House ; 

First: A detailed Statement or Register of all the Tempo- 
rary Laws, of a Public and General Nature, now in force ; which 
have been enacted by the Parliaments of England, or Great 
Britain, or Ireland, or of The United Kingdom, from the 
Commencement of the Reign of King William the Third, to the 
20th day of October 1831, being the last day of the last Session of 
Parliament ; specifying the Matter, Date, Chapter and Title, of each 
of the original Acts, and the Dates and Chapters of the respective 
subsidiary Acts by which they have been either amended or cohtinued. 
— In drawing up this Statement or Register, They have proceeded, by 
continuing the Enumeration of Laws contained in the Report of the 
Committee on Expired and Expiring Laws, ordered to be printed on 
the 8th day of November 1830, and adding thereto such Temporary 
Laws as have since been passed, and are now in force ; and also, by 
making such Alterations thierein, as have been rendered necessary by 
other Laws which were passed during the last Two Sessions. 

Secondly : Your Committee have drawn up an Enumeration of all 
the Public General Laws, of a Temporary Nature, which have 
EXPIRED between the 26th day of October 1830, being the First day 

86. B of 
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REPORT FROM THE COMMITTEE ON 



of the Second Session of Parliament holden in the First Year of 
His present Majesty's Reign, and the 6th day of December 1831, 
being the First day of the present Session : Omitting only such 
Annual and other Acts as have been replaced by subsequent Acts now 
in force. 

Thirdly : Your Committee have draven up an Enumeration of all 
the Public General Laws wfiich are about to expire, in the 
Course, or at the End, of the present Session, or on or before the first 
day of August 1833, or in the Course, of at the End, of any Se^ion 
referring to that Period : and They have arranged this Enumeration 
chronologically, according to the Dates al which they will expire 
respectively. 

Fourthly : Your Committee have drawn up an Enumeration of 
Laws, the Duration whereof depends 6n Public Contingencies. 
In this List they have not thought it necessary to include several, 
which, though of a Temporary and Contingent Duration, do not 
seem to require any special Notice; ntiaeijf such as have been 
made for the Funding of particular Loans, or for granting Personal 
Annuities, Sec. Sec. 

To the Whole, Your Committee havfe subjoined an Alpha- 
betical Table of the M&tters of the several Acts enumerated 
in their Report. 



26 January 183^2, 
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EXPIRED AND EXPIRING LAWS. 



L— REGISTER of TEMPORARY LAWS, now in force, 
including those of the ParUament of Ireland, from the 
Commencement of the Reign of King William III. 
to the 6th day of December 1831 ; the First day of the 
present Session 2 William IV. 

(A.) Of the English and British Parliaments; to The Union of Great 
Britain and Ireland ------------- pages 9 — 1 1 

(B.) Of the Irish Parliament; to The Union 12 

(C.) Of the United Parliament - ----.---.-- 13 — 25 

II.— LIST of EXPIRED LAWS; viz. 

Between 26ih October 1830 and 6th December 1831 - - - - - - -26, 27 

III.— list of EXPIRING LAWS; viz. 

At the End of the PRESENT Session ---.--..-...28 
After 6th December 1831, and on or before ist August 1833, &c. - - 29, 30 



IV.— LIST of LAWS, whereof the Duration dependsl 

on Public Contingencies •.-.-. .j 3** sa 



INDEX 33 
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I. 



REGISTER OF TEMPORARY LAWS 
NOW IN FORCE. 



(A.) ACTS OF THE ENGLISH AND BRITISH PARLIAMENTS 

FROM THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE REIGN OF KING WILLIAM III. TO 
THE UNION OF GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND. 



Matter. 



1. 

BANK of 
ENGLAND. 



Date. 



5.6W.&M, 



8,9 W. 3. 
9,ioW.3 

N. B. This Corpora- 
tion further conti- 
nued by successive 
Loan Acts down to 



Ch. 



20 § 20, 
21. 

20 § 26, 
27,28, 

44§75" 



ioGeo.4. 



31. 

§24. 



Title of the Act. 



For granting to their Majesties several rates 
and duties upon Tonnage of Ships and Vessels, 
and upon Beer, Ale, and other Liquors ; for 
securing certain recompences and advantages, 
in the said Act mentioned, to such persons 
as shall voluntarily advance the sum of 
£. 1,500,000. towards the carrying on the 
war against France. 
SeealsoSAnn. c. ss. &c. (N*3.) 



EAST INDIA 
COMPANY. 



9,ioW.3.| 44. 

continued and 
extended by 

6 Ann. 



10 Ann. 

3 Geo. 2. 
17 - 
13 Geo. 3. 

^9 - 

20 - 

21 - 
33 - 

53 - 

54 - 



28. 

14. 
17. 

64. 
61. 

65. 
52. 

34. 



Duration. 



TiU 
Redemption 
of all Bank 
Annuities 
created by 
Parliament 



Till Expiration 

of three Years' 

Notice to be 

giyen after 

10 April - • 

[53 Geo. 3. 
c. 155. S 3-] 



For raising a sum, not exceeding Two Millions, 
upon a fund for payment of Annuities after the 
rate of eight pounds per centum per annum, 
and for settling the trade to the East Indies. 

N, B, — See also the following Acts relating to the East 
India Company; viz. — 7 Geo. 1. st. 1. c.5. § 3a, 33; 
7 Geo. 3. c. 50 ; 10 Geo. 3. c. 47 ; 23 Geo. 3. c. aa ; 
s6 Geo. 3. C.63 ; a8 Geo. 3. c. 39; ag Geo. 3. c. 65 ; 
31 Geo. 3. c. 11 ; 33 Geo.3. c.47; 34 Geo. 3. c.41; 
37 Geo. 3. c. 31 ; 44 Geo. 3. c. 3; 47 Geo. 3. st 2. c. 41 ; 51 Geo.3. 
c. 64 ; & 5a Geo. 3. c. lai ; as to the Interest on, and increase of, 
their Capital Stock and Bond Debt: — 7 Geo. 3. c.57 ; 9 Geo. 3. c. 34; 
33 Geo. 3. cc. 36, 83 ; 34 Geo. 3. c. 34 ; 50 Geo. 3. c. 1 14 ; 53 Geo. 3. 
cc. 10, 135 ; and 3 Geo. 4. c.93 ; as to Payments by the Company, and 
relief or advances to the Company : — 7 Geo. 3. c. 50 ; 10 Geo. 3. c. 47 ; 
13 Geo.3. C.63; 17 Geo.3. c. 8; 31 Geo.3. C.70; 36 Geo. 3. c. 35; 
37 Geo. 3. c. 48 ; 33 Geo. 3. c. 53 ; 36 Geo. 3. cc. 1 19, 1 27 ; 37 Geo. 3. 
C.143; 39 Geo.3. c. 59; 39 & 40 Geo.3. cc. 59, 79; 41 Geo.3. (U.K.) 
C.31; 43 Geo.3.c.39; 45Geo.3.c.36;47Geo.3.st3.c.68;5i Geo.3. 
«• 75 ; 63 Geo. 3. c. 155 ; 55 Geo. 3. cc.64, 84 ; 4 Geo. 4. c. 71 ; 5 Geo. 4. 
c. 108; 6 Geo. 4. c. 85; 7 Geo. 4. c. 56; 10 Geo. 4. c. 15; for 
Regulating the affairs of t^e Company in India and Europe : — 34 Geo 3. 
st 3. c. 35; 36 Geo. 3. c. 57 ; 38 Geo. 3. c. 8; 31 Geo. 3. c. 10 ; for 
erecting die Board of Controul, Sec. — 38 Geo. 3. c. 8; 31 Geo. 3. 
c. 10; 33 Geo. 3. c. 53; 37 Geo. 3. c. 74; 39 Geo. 3. c 109; 
43 Geo. 3. c. 48 ; 50 Geo. 3. c. 87 ; 53 Geo 3. c. 133 ; 53 Geo. 3. 
c. 155; 1 Geo.4. C.99; 4Geo.4.cc7i,8i; 6 Geo. 4. c.6i;7 Geo.4. 
c. 53 ; relating to the military and naval forces and volunteers in the 
Company's pay : — 6 An. c. 3; 7 Geo. l. st l. c. 31. § 9 ; 33 Geo. 3. 
c.6a; 37 Geo.3. c. 117; 43 Geo.3. c. 77; 48 Geo.3. c. 30; 53 Geo. 3. 
c. 155 ; 64 Geo. 3. c. 34 ; 57 Geo. 3. cc. 36, 95; 1,3 Geo. 4. c. 65 ; 
4 Geo. 4* c. 80 ; 5 Geo. 4. c. 88 ; 7 Geo. 4. c. 6^ ; as to their Exclusive 
trade, and the Permitted trade of individuals: — 1 a Geo. 3. c. 54 ; 43 Geo. 3. 
cc- ^3f 137 ; 46 Geo. 3. c. 85; 55 Geo. 3. c. 116; 57 Geo. 3. c. 130; 
58 Geo. 3. c. 83 ; 4 Geo. 4. c. 80 ; as to their Shipping: — ^4 Geo.3. 
c. 36, (in part rep^ed by 6 Geo. 4. c. 105 ;) 54 Geo. 3. c. 103 ; 4 Geo. 4. 
c. 73; as to Regulations for payment, &c. of customs duties on East 
India goods ; — 9 Geo. 4. c. 73. as to Insolvents ; and c. 74. as to Ad- 
ministration of Criminal Justice in the East Indies. 



1831 
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REPORT FROM THE COMMITTEE UPON 



[I. Register of 



(A.) 



ACTS OF THE ENGLISH AND BRITISH PARLIAMENTS— confmwfd. 



Matter. 



BANK of 

ENGLAND 

Cpntinttance: 

and 

OTHER BAKKERB 

LIMITED IN 
NUMBER ; 



ROYAL 
FAMILY. 



Date. 



6 Ann. 

7 - - 

12 - - 

15 Geo. 2. 
4 Geo, 3 
21 - - 

7 Geo. 4. 



18 Geo. 3 



Ch. 



22. §9. 

7§5-6 
7.61 

11 §23 
24. 25 

4-5- 

25 § 13. 
13. 14. 

60^11. 
12. 

28§i4 
15. 
46. 



31. 



9xA$ee 



46 - 

47 - -1 

Bt. 1. J 
52 - • 

1 Geo. 4, 

1 Will IV 
Ses.2. 



145. 
39- 

57- 

loS. 

25. 
^9.11. 



TitU of the Act. 



For contiiming Beveral duties, &c« and for 

securing the credit of the Bank of Eng- 

land, &c. &c. 

[§ ^. of 6 Ann. restricts the number of Partners to Six 
in all other Banks in England issuing Notes on de- 
mand, &c. during the continuance of the Bank of 
England Corporation. The period of diat continuance, 
and of the restriction on other Banks, is enlarged by 
the subsequent Acts. The original continuance under 
5, 6 W. & M. c. *io. was until 12 months' notice after 
1 Aug. 1705; enlarged to 1710, by 8, 9 W. & M. 
c. to. (see ttnte N* 1.) and aAerwards by 7 Ann, and 
the subsequent Acts, to 173s, 174a, 1764, 1786, 
181a, and finally by 39, 40 Geo. 3. to 1833. By 
7 Geo. 4. c. 46. Banking Partnerships of more than 
Six in number, are allowed to issue Notes on demand, 
&c. at any distance not less than 65 miles from Lon- 
don. Sec 56 Geo. 3. c. 96. {post N"* 17.) as to the 
receipt of Bank of England Notes in payment of the 
Public Revenue.] 



Determinable 

upon 13 Months' 

Notice after 

1 August, 

& Repayment, 

&c. 



For enabling his Majesty to settle on their Royal 
Highnesses the Princes [Frederick Bishop of Os- 
naburgh,C)] [WiUiam Henry,0] [Edward,(0] 
Ernest Augustus, Augustus Frederick, and 
Adolphus Frederick, an Annuity of Sixty thou- 
sand Pounds per annum \(^) and alsoto settle on 
their Royal Highnesses the Princesses [Charlotte 
Augusta Matuda, (0 ] Augusta Sophia, Eliza- 
beth, Mary, and SopWa, one other Annuity of 
Thirty thousand Pounds per annum ; and also 
to settle on his Highness Prince WiUiam Fre- 
derick, one other Annuity of Eight thousand 
Pounds per annum ; and on her Highness the 
Princess Sophia Matilda, one other Annuity 
of Four thousand Pounds per annum. 

W. B. — By 39 Geo. 3. c. 30. his Msyesty was enabled 
to settle on her Royal Highness Prinqess Amelia, 
part of the said Annuity of £.30,000. — ^The Princess 
died ad Nov. 1810. By 53 Geo. 3. c. 57. the annuity 
to the Princesses is increased to £.36,000. 

(') Prince Frederick Duke of York, deceased 5 January 
1837. 

O Uts present Majesty King William IV. ; this has 
ceased ; {see stat. 1 Will. IV. st. 2. c. 25. § 9.) 

(') Prince Edwaid, Duke of Kent, deceased 23 January 
1830. 

(^ This Anntrity of £.60,000 was, by § 2 of 1 Geo. 4. 
c. loB, charged on the Consolidated Fund during 
tbe fife of his Majesty King George IV.; and by 
«tat. 1 Will; IV. 8t.«. c. 95. § 11, the Annuities of 
£. is.t^oo each, payable to the three Princes (the 
Dukes of Ctiuib«riand, Sussex, and Cambridge), are 
^charged on tiiat Fand^ daring their respective lives. 

fPor further Grants, see/MM^ N* 12, 16, 18, 19, 21, 
«6t35,69.T3. 
O Princess ClMyrk>tte Aoguta Matilda, Queen of Wir- 
tembtrgfa, deoeasiHi 6 Oct 18^6. 



Duration. 



The respective 

lives of 
the Grantees. 
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Tempera^ LaWs. (A.)] EXPIRED AKD EXPIRING iJlWB. /{ j^'J^^ JJ'j,. } 



I) 



(A.) 



ACTS OF THE ENGLISH AND BRITISH PAAUAMESTS-^ontimed. 



Matter. 



ANNUITIES. 



Date. 



Ch. 



29 Geo. 3. 41. 

30 - - 45. 



When 
passed.^ 



Title of the Act. 



For raising a certain sum of Money, by 
way of Annuities, to be attend6<l with 
the benefit of survivorship, in classes. 

[By the Act 30 Geo. 3. the^ Annuities are 
converted into annuities for 69 years and | 
from 10th October 1790.] 



Duration. 



5 January 



i860 



6. 

EAST INDIA 
COMPANY. \ 

(Friendly Ships.) 



MILITIA, 
ENGLISH. 

ALLOWANCES 

to 
DISEMBODIED 

ADJUTANTS, 

&c. 



* The D»te of puaisg ftppeam on. the fi^oe of all 
Brititk Acts passed after 8th April 17^, in pofwanoe 
ofthedittctloiMtntlMBHtfehAct 33 ^^3» P> I9r-. 
But it does not appear on the JHs^ Acts, as printed, 
until 39 Geo. 3. though the KegMlatioB of the British 
Act 33 Geo. 3. c 13* was enacted in Iretand bj 
36 Geo. 3. (I.) c 19. 



37 Geo. 3. 



117. 



39&40 
Ueo. 3- 



44. 



revived and 
continued 

4iCU.K.)| 55' 

revived, continued 

and amended, by 

Annual Militia Acts ; 



The last. 



1,2W.IV, 



15- 
§23,24 



19 Julj^ 
1797. 



30 May 
1800. 



33 Aug. 
1831. 



For regulating the Trade tio be carded on 
with the British Possessions in India, 
by the ships of Nations in amity with 
His Majesty, 



Coitinuanceof 
the East India 
Company's 
Trade & Ter- 
ritorial Rights. 

(SeeN»«.) 



For grantmg, [until, &c.] certain Allow- 
ances to Adjutants, Serjeant Majots^ 
and Serjeants of Militia, di^mbodied 
under an Act of this Sessipp of Parlia- 
ment, intituled, ^^ An Act for enabling 
^ his Majesty to a cc ep t the services of 
<< an additional number of Volunteers 
^^from the Militia, under certain re- 
" strictions." 



30 June 



1832 
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REPORT FROM THE COMMITTEE UPON [I. Register of 



(B.) ACTS OF. THE IRISH PARLIAMENT, 

PASSED BEFORE THE UNION OF GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND. 



Matter. 



8. 

BANK of 
IRELAND. 



Date. 



Ch. 



21,220.3.1 16. 

amended by 

22. 

50. 

103. 

72. 
26. 



31 - 
37 - 
48 - 


: 


1, 2G. 


4- 


3 Geo. 


4. 



Title of the Act. 



For establishing a Bank, by the name of The 
Governor and Company of the Bank of Ireland. 



By 3 Geo. 4. c. 26. the Loan of £. 1,250,000 from the 
Bank to Government under the Act 48 Geo. 3. c. 103. 
is to be repaid on ------- 

And the rate of Interest thereon is reduced to 4 per 
cent See/w/, N*27. 



Duration. 



After 1 January 

on previous 

Notice to the 

Bank, and 

Redemption by 
Government. 



1 January 



183: 



1838 



DUBLIN 

WIDE 

STREETS, 

and 

COAL TRADE. 



21,22G.3.j IV. 

amended and 
continued by 

23,24 -I 31. 
amended 

30 - -I 19- 
continued 

49 "^ - 72. 
51 - - lo- 
ll. 



For the Improvement of the City of Dublin, by 
making wide and convenient Passages through 
the same ; and for regulating the Coal Trade 
thereof. 

' By 51 Geo. 3. c. 10, as to improvement of Dublin. 
* By 51 Geo. 3. c. 11, as to Coal Trade. . 
See 36 Geo. 3. c. 54. — ^40 Geo. 3. c. 61. 



' 25 March 
* 25 March 



'833 
1832 
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(C.) 


ACTS OF THE UNITED PARLIAMENT; 




SUBSEQUENT TO 1" JANUARY 1801: 




TUB COMMENCEMENT OF 


THE UNION OF GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND. 


Matter. 


Date. 


Ch. 


paued. 


Title of the Act. 


Duration. 


10. 
ANNUITIES. 


43Geo.3. 


67. 


S4 June 
1803. 


For raising the sum of Twelve Millions, 
by way of Annuities. 


56Yearsand 9 

Months from 

5 April 1803; 

t. e. 

5 January 


i860 


11. 

YEOMANRY. 
(Ireland.) 


43 Geo. 3. 

contin 
a> tolrc 

54 - - 

andame 

56 - - 

contin 


121. 

ued 
Jand. 

178. 
Dded 

72. 
led 


11 Aug. 
1803. 


For authorizing the billeting of such 
troops of Yeomanry [and Volunteer] 
Cavalry as may be desirous of assem- 
bling for the purpose of being trained 
together in [Great Britain and] Ire- 
land; and for subjecting to military 
discipline, during the war, such Ser- 
jeants serving in any [Volunteer or] 
Yeomanry Corps of Cavalry or Infan- 
try, as receive constant pay, and all 


1 June 

and END of 

then 

HBXTSIMSIOK. 


1834 




58 - - 

revived & c 

1 Geo. 4. 


40. 

ontinued 

48. 


• 


trumpeters, drummers, or bugle-men 
serving therein, and receiving pay at 
any daily or weekly rate ; and for the 
further regulating of such Yeomanry 
[and Volunteer] Corps. 








continued 6c 

4 Geo. 4. 
10 Geo. 4. 


amended 
'5- 
30. 


1 June 
18S9. 


This Act is repealed with respect to Volunteers 
in Great Britain by 44 G. 3. c. 54. a perma- 
nent Act ; amended by 56 G. 3. c. 39. and 
7 Geo. 4. c. 58. 






12. 


46 Geo. 3. 


145- 


fid July 
180G. 


For enabling his Majesty to settle An- 
nuities on certain Branches of the 


During the 
Lives of 




ROYAL 
FAMILY. 


amen< 
47 (st 1.) 


led 

39- 


9 April 
1807. 


Royal Family.' 
• Vie. Dukes of [Clarence,*] [Kent,*] Cumber- 
land, Sussex, and Cambridge, [Princess 
Charlotte of Wales,*] [Duchess Dowager 
of Gloucester,*] Duke of Gloucester, and 
Princess Sophia of Gloucester. 

* His present Majesty King William IV. This 
has ceased, see 1 Will. IV. st. d.c 125. §9. 

«] Ejcpired as to these Grantees by their 
« 1 decease. 


the Grantees. 
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REPORT FROM THE COMMITTEE UPON 



[I. Repsterof 



(C.) 


ACTS OF THE UNITED PARLIAMENT— cwirtweJ. 


Matter. 


Date. 


Ch. 


When 
passtd. 


Title of the Act. 


Duration. 


»3- 


47 Geo. 3. 
(St. 2.) 


54- 


13 Aug. 
1807. 


To prevent improper persons from hav- 
ing Arms in Ireland. 


15 October 


1832 




continued & amended 










ARMS; 


50 Geo. 3.1 109. 










IRELAND. 


1 

continued 

53 Geo. 3.1 78. 
revived & continued 












57 Geo. 3. 


21. 












1 Geo. 4. 


47. 












continued 












4 Geo. 4.1 14. 












continued & amended 












10 Geo. 4.1 47* 












revived h continued 












I, 2W.4. 


47. 


15 Oct 
1831. 








14. 


51 Geo. 3. 


47- 


31 May 


For carrying into effect the Provisions 


Gintinuance 




PORTUGUESE 






i8n. 


of a Treaty of Amity, Commerce, and 


of the Treaty 

(dated 
19 Feb. 1810) 




DOMINIONS, 








Navigation, concluded between his 




(Trade witb.) 








Majesty and his Royal Highness the 


with 










Prince Regent of Portugal. 


Portugal. 












And see 5 8 of 59 Geo. 3. 54. post, N** 23. 






15. 


54 Geo. 3. 


137. 


25 July 
1814. 


For rendering the Payment of Creditors 


5 July 


1832 


CREDITORS: 


contini 
3 Geo. 4. 


led 
29. 


more equal and expeditious in Scot- 
land. 






(Scotland.) 


4 Geo. 4. 
6 Geo. 4. 
7,8Gco.4. 


8. 
11. 
11. 












10 Geo. 4. 
iW.4st,2. 


11. 

16. 


15 Mar. 
1831. 


• 






16. 


56 Geo. 3. 


24. 


11 April 
1816 


For better enabling his Majesty to make 






ROYAL 
FAMILY. 






AOA v. 


provision for the Establishment of [her 












Royal Highness the Princess Charlotte 
Augusta, and'] his Serene Highness 


Life of Prince 
Leopold. 












Leopold George Frederick Duke of 






- 






Saxe, Margrave of Meissen, T^and- • 












grave of Thuringuen, Prince of Co- 














burgh of Saalfield. 














' Eipired, as to the Princeis, by her decease. 






17- 


56 Geo. 3. 


96. 


36 June 


For establishing an agreement with the 
Governor and Company of the Bank 












1816. 


Until 




BANK 








of England, for advancing the sum of 


Repayment 




of 








Three Millions for the service of the 


on or before 




ENGLAND. 








year i8i6. 

See $ 3. as to repayment of the Loan ; and $ 4. as to receipt 
of Bank Notes, in payment of the Public Revenue. 


1 August 


1833 
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(C.) 


ACTS OF THE UNITED PARLUMENT-«wAm<«/. 


Matter. 


Date. 


Ch. 


When 
pasted. 


Tttk of the Act 


Duration. 


18. 

ROYAL 
FAMILY. 


58 Geo. 3. 


24. 


8 May 
1818. 


Fot enabling his Majesty [to make fur- 
ther Provision for his Royal Highness 
the Duke of Cambridge; and'] to 
settle an Annuity on the Princess of 
Hesse, in case she shall survive his 
said Royal Highness*, 

' As to the Duke, aee now 1 Geo. 4* «• 108. 
poity N* 25. 


•The Princess's 
Life. 




19. 


58 Geo. 3. 


25. 


8 May 
1818. 


For enabling his Majesty to settle an 






ROYAL 
FAMILY. 








Annuity on her Royal Highness the 
Duchess of Cumberland, in case of 
her surviving- his Royal Highness the 
Duke of Cumberland. 


Ufeof 
the Duchess. 




20. 


58 Geo. 3. 


45. 


30 May 
1818. 


For building, and promoting the build- 


90 July 


1838 




amended 




ing, of Additional Churches in popu- 






CHURCHES. 


59 Geo. 3. 


'34. 




lous Parishes. 








3 Geo. 4. 
5 Geo. 4. 
and coot 

7,8G.4. 

amenc 


72. 
103. 
inued 
72. 

led 


tt July 
1827. 


By § 8 of 58 Geo. 3. c. 45. the duration of 
the Commissions granted to the CommiA- 
sioners for executing the Acts, unless re- 
voked by the King, was limited to 10 years. 
By i 1 of 7, 8 Geo. 4. c. 72, the duration is 
extended to 10 years more. 








i,2W.4. 


38. 


15 Oct. 

1831. 








21. 


58 Geo. 3. 


53. 


30 May 

l8l8a 


For enabling his Majesty [to make fur- 






ROYAL 








ther Provision for his Royal Highness 






FAMILY. 








the Duke of Kent, and *] to settle an 
Annuity on the Princess of Leiningen, 
in case she shall survive his said Royal 
Highness *. 

< Eipired, as to tbe Duke, by the decease of bit 
Ro^al Highness. 


"The Princess's 
Ufe. 












See as to the Princess Alexandrina Victoria of Kent, 
pctt, N<»7S. 
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REPORT FROM THE COMMITTEE UPON 



[I. Raster of 



(C.) 


AC'IS OF THE UNITED PARLIAMENT-carfmwd. 


Matter. 


Date. 


Ch. 


When 

passed. 


1 Title of the Act. 


Duration. 


22. 


59 Geo. 3 


• 51- 


2 July To relieve persons compounding for their 






ASSESSED 
TAXES, 


amended 
iGeo.4.| 73. 
continued & amended 


1819. ' 


Assessed Taxes from an Annual Assess- 
ment, [for the term of three years.] 


5 April 


1833 


(Great Britain.) 


i,2G.4.| 113. 














The Act 4 Geo. 4. c. 11. repeals one Moiety 








amended 




of the amount of certain of these Taxes, and 








3 Geo. 4. 


50. 




the Whole of others. 








4 Geo. 4. 


»»§3, 
&c. 

45- 




The Act 1 Will. IV. c. 35. continues the Com- 
positions for one year, unless determined on 
5th April 1831, on Notice given on or before 








5 Geo. 4. 


44- 




loth October 1830, by the Parties com- 










pounding. It also repeab the Duty on 








continued & amended 




Sons of Employers under 21 ; and on certain 








7 Geo. 4. 


22. 




Horses and Carriages. 








10 Geo. 4. 


2K 












1 Will. 4. 


35. 












i,2W.4. 


7- 


30 July 












1 1831. 








23- 


59 Geo. 3. 


54- 


d July 
1819. 


To carry into effect a Convention of 
Commerce, concluded between his 






AMERICAN 
AND 








Majesty and the United States of 
America, and a Treaty with the Prince 


[Duration of 
&ie Convention 
with America, 




PORTUGAL 








Regent of Portugal. 


dated 20th 




TRADE. 








At to Portugal trade, see also ante^ N"* 14; 


October 1818.] 










and see § 12. of 59 Geo. 3. c. 54. as to similar 














treaties with other Powers, andpo*^, N'39, 






24- 


59 Geo. 3. 58. 


a July 


For facilitating the Recovery of the 


2 July 


1833 


SEAMEN'S 


continued 


1819. 


Wages of Seamen in the Merchant 


and END of 




WAGES. 


7 Geo. 4. 


69. 


96 May 


Service. 


then 




K 






i8s6. 




NEXT SESSION. 




25. 


I Geo. 4. 


io8. 


UJnLy 
i8ao. 


For enabling His Majesty to settle An- 
nuities upon certain Branches of the 






ROYAL 








Royal Family, in lieu of Annuities 






FAMILY. 








which have ceased upon the demise of 

his late Majesty. 

' § 1. As to Annuities under this Act to Dukes 
of [York,«J [ClarenceT and Cambridge, 
Princesses Augusta-Soph a, Hesse-Homburg, 
[Elizabeth,] Duchess of Gloucester [Mary,] 
and Princess Sophia. 

» Expired byH. R. Highness's de^th, 6 Jan. 1827. 

• His preMnt Majestv King William IV. This 

has ceased ; see 1 Will. IV. st. 2. c. 05. S 9* 


» Uvea of 

the several 

Grantees. 












• 




26. 


i,2G.4. 59- 

amended 


93 June 

l891. 


For the relief of Insolvent Debtors in 
Ireland. 


END of this 




INSOLVENT 


3 Geo. 4.1 124. 


6 Aug. 




PRESENT 




DEBTORS, 
araland.) 


1 
eontinned 

7, 8 G. 4-1 22. 

coolinaed tt amended 

10 G. 4.1 36. 

continued 


i8d9. 




SESSION. 
2 WiLU IV. 






1 Will. 4. 


33. 


16 July 
1830. 
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(C.) 


ACTS OF THE UNITED PARLLAMENT-<»iKwwrf. 




Matter. 


Date. 


Ch. 


When 
passed. 


Titk of the Act. 


Duration. 


27. 


1,20.4. 


72. 

• 


2 July 
l8ai. 


To establish an agreement with the Go- 
vernor and Company of the Bank of 


1 January 


1838 


BANK 








Ireland, for advancing the sum of 






of 








;(^. 500,000 (I. C.) and to enable the 






IRELAND. 








said Governor and Company to enlarge 
the Capital Stock or Fund of the said 


' 
























Bank to £. 3,000,000. 














* § 2. Time of repayment to the Bank by Govern- 














ment; (and see 3 Geo.4. c. 26. <wi/e, N*8.) 


* 




a8. 


i,aG.4. 


96. 


10 July 


For charging a Duty on British Spirits 


25 Dec. 


1835 


LAGAN 






1831. 


brought into certain parts of the dis- 


Daring 




NAVIGATION, 








trict of Lisbume, in Ireland. 


the Lagan 




(Spirit..) 








• 27 Geo. 2 (I.) c. 3 : 54 Geo. 3. c. 231 (locaL) 


Ma^igatiou 

AC18.» 




29- 


3 Geo. 4. 


55- 


5 July 


For the more effectual administration of 






POLICE 


ftmAfif 


u/i 


1822. 


the office of a Justice of the Peace in 


5 July 


1832 


OFFICES. 


6Geo.4. 21. 


20 May 
1825. 


and near the Metropolis, and for the 
more effectual prevention of Depreda- 


and END of 
then 






coQtiotied & amended 


tions on the River Thames and its 


NEXT SESSION. 






10 G. 4. 


45. 


19 June 
1829. 


vicinity, for seven years. 






30. 


4 Geo. 4. 


50. 


1893. 


For the rebuilding of London Bridge, 








ftmenc 


ed 


and for improving and making suitable 






LONDON 






• 


approaches thereto. 






BRIDGE. 
















7 Geo.4. 


40. 


^o^fy 


$ 23. Powers of the Corporation of London/ 












i8«6. 


for purchasing wharfs, houses, &c. 

§106. Powers of the Act; if Bridge not 
completed forpassage of horses and carriages - 


4 July 


»833 


3»- 


4 Geo. 4* 


56. 


8 July 


For maintaining in repair the Military 






HIGRTJIND 






1823. 


and Parliamentary Roads and Bridges 






ROADS 


amended 




in the Highlands of Scotland; and 


8 July 


1844 


and 






also certain Ferry Piers and Shipping 


and END of 




BRIDGES, 


5 Geo. 4. 


38- 


17 May 


Quays erected by the Commissioners 


then 




(Scodand.) 




c* 


1824. 


for Highland Roads and Bridges. 

The Act 5 Geo. 4. also amends 59 Geo. 3. 
c. 135, a permanent Act, for the Repair of 
other Roads, &c in Scotland. . 


MBXT SESSION. 
















32. 


5 Geo. 4. 


51- 


3 June 


To repeal several Laws relating to the 






NEW- 


CODtinnAH 


1024.^ 


Fisheries carried on upon the Banks 






FOUNDLAND 


10 G. 4. 






and Shores of Newfoundland, and to 






FISHERIES. 


17- 


14 May 

1829. 


make provision for the better conduct 


31 December 


1832 










of the said Fisheries. 
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REPORT FROM THE COMMITTEE UPON 



[L Rcfgisterof 



(C.) 


ACTS OF TH£ UNITED PAAUAMENT-cmiiiiacA 1 


Matter. 


Date. 


Ch. 


pasted. 


TitleoftheAct. 


DtmnimL . 1 


33- 


5 Geo. 4* 


67. 


17 June 


For the better admrniatratioii of Justice 


31 December 


1832 


NEW- 

FOUNDLAND, 

(Judicature.) 


eontk 
10 G. 4. 


Md 
17- 


1824. 

14 May 
iSfi9. 


in Newfoundland ; end for other pur- 
poses. 






34. 
l^EW- 
FOUNDLAND, 

(Marriages.) 


5Geo.4. 
eontin 
laG. 4, 


68. 
led 

»7. 


17 June 
1824. 

14 May 
1829. 


To repeal an Act [57 Geo. 3. a 51.] 
to regulate the Celebration of Mafriages 
in Newfoundland ; and to makje fur- 
ther Provisions for the Celebration of 
Marriages in the said Colony knd its 
Dependencies. 


31 December 


1832 


35. 

ROYAL 
FAMILY. 


6 Geo. 4. 


71. 


22 June 
1825. 


To enable His Majesty to grant an 
annual Sum to his Royal Highness 
Ernest Augustus Duke of Cumberland, 
for the purpose of enabling his said 
Royal Highness to provide for the Sup- 
port and Education of his Highness 
Prince George Frederick Alexander 
Charles Ernest Augustus of Camber* 
land. 


Until 

thePrinoa 

shall aUain 

i8y^rsofage, 

1. d. 27 May 


1837 


36. 

CUSTOMS 
DUTIES. 


6 Geo. 4- 
amen< 

7Gea.4. 
7,8G.4. 


111. 

led 

48. 

§ 38-35, 
& Table. 

56. 

§«l-25. 


6 July 

1825. 

26 May 
1826. 

2 July 
1827. 


For granting Duties of Customs. 

Stat 6 Geo. 4. c. 111. § 10. declares Flax, 
Wood for Ship-building, Bark (or other solid 
Vegetable Extract for tanning) the produce 
of New South Wales, &c. and imponed 
direet, Duty free until . - . - 

Schedule Inwards: 


t January 


1833 




9Geo. 4. 


76. 


25 July 

1828. 


Extinct of Oak Bark from New Sooth 
Wales ; Duty free until ... 

Linen^-**GfaduaI decvease of Duties until - 


1 Janqaiy 
1 January 


1833 
1834 




ioGeo.4. 


23* 

f 14-16, 
& Table. 


22 May 
1889. 

19 June 
1829. 


7 Geo. 4. c. 48. § 35. Table of Duties: 
Henap for New Zealand ; free until - 

By 10 Geo. 4. c. 23. (a permanent Act) the 
Duties and Drawbacks ^n Silk and Silk 
Goods are altered. 


1 January 


*833 




1 WiiLiv. 


45* 
48. 


16 July 
1830. 


By 1 Will IV. c. 45. Goods the property of the 
Crown, sold after Importation, are charge- 
able with Duties. 




h 


1 


1,2W.IV. 


i6- 


as Aug. 
1831. 


By c. 48. a Duty is granted on Spirits of the 
British Plantations. 










30. 


5 Oct 
1831. 


Sugar, see Annual Duties, post, N* 53. 






■ 




4fi. 


15 Oct 
1831. 


By 1, 2 Will. IV. c 16. the Duties on Coals 
and Slates are repealed, and the Duties on 
Cotto% WooU Barilla and Flax altered. 

By c. 30. the Dalies on Wine are equalized. 














By c. 46. the Importation of Lumber, Fish and 
Piroyisions into Barbadoea and St. Vincent^s 
k permitted Duty free until ... 

And may be continued by Order of Council 
aotil 


1 January^ 
1 March J 


183a 
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(C.) 


ACTS OF THE UNITEf) PARLIAMENT— conftmi^. 




MaUer. 


Date. 


CA. 


parsed. 


Title of the Act. . 


Duration. 


37. 


6 Geo. 4. 


"3- 


5 July 


To grant certain Bounties and Allow- 








amed 


d«l 


1825- 


ances of Customs. 






CUSTOMS, 


7 Geo. 4. 


48. 


26 May 








(BotuU'es.) 


# ^^ ^ 


(49' 


i8s26. 


Linen.— 5ee 9 Geo. 4. c. 76. § 16. Half the 






9 Geo. 4. 


76. 


25 July 

1828. 


orig;inal Bounties continued ; until 


5 January 


1832 






%i6. 


Sugar, refined; 








1 Will. IV. 


50. 


16 July 


Nine-tenth partbof these Bounties oil Sugar 


During 

Amitiniiiinf*P 








§3. 


1830. 


were continued by 7 Geo. 4. c. 4^, §42. 












the Duty ou Raw Sugar havin|^ been 


of Dutifift on 












reduced fivm i2. io«. to 1/. 7«. per cwt. 


Sugar. 












And by 1 Will. IV. a 50. % 3- eight- 












tenth parts of the Bounty are eontinued, 














the Duty being reduced to 1/. 4** 






38. 


6Gea4. 


114. 


5 July 
1825. 


To regulate the Trade of the British 












PossessioM Abroad. 






TRADE of 


amem 


ed 










BntiahPoBsessions 








t 6. of 6 Geo. 4. c« 114. Foreign Shipping 


24 June 


183a 


Abroad. 


1 Win. IV. 


24. 


2ft AptH 


By } 5- ^ I Will. IV. Stat. a. c. 24* addi- 








sUt. 2. 


1831. 


tional Duties are granted on Staves, &c. 












u«ta 


1 January 


1836 


39- 


7 Geo. 4- 


5. 


22 Mar. 
1806 


To give effect to Treaties of Commerce 


Seven Years after 








AU^V. 


with Countries in America not 6t 




AMERICAN 










Date of 


Trade, &c. 








present provided with National 
Merchant Shipping. 


reat)ective treaties. 


40. 


7Geo.4, 


56. 


26 May 


To suspend the Provistcms of an Act of 






: feAST 


contioued 


X04V. 


his late Majesty (53 Geo. 3. c. 1.55.) 


1 




INDIA 


loGeo.4. 


16. 


UMay 


respecting the appotntmlent of Writers 






WRITERS. 




. *»• 


i^ag. 


in the Service of the Ealst India Com- 
pany, &c. 
§ 1. 2. of 7 Geo. 4. c.56, ane by 10 Geo. 4. 






- 








c. 16. § 1. continued until 
Both the Acts contain provisions relating to 


10 April 


1834 


• . 








Gtker nmtters not tietaiporary. 






41. 


7 Geo. 4. 


57. 


36 May 

1826. 


To amend and consolidate the Laws for 


16 July 
and END of 


1832 


INSOLVENTS, 




(see $91) 


the Relief of Insolvent Debtors in 


(England.) 




England 


then 






iWiU.iv. 


3«. 


16 July 




NEXT SESSION. 




• 




*r^ 


1830. 








42. 


9 Geo. 4. 


41. 


15 July 

i82B» 


To relate the care and treatment of 


END of this 




LimATTCS. 


amended 




• Insane Persons in England. 


tRBSEKT 

Session. 






10 G. 4. 


18. 


14 May 
1829. 




2 Will. IV. 
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REPORT FROM THE COMMITTEE UPON 



[L Regist^of 



(C.) ACTS OF THE UNITED PARLIAMENT— c«rti«««/. 


Matter. 


Date. 


Ch. 


When 
passed. 


Tttle of the Jet. 


Dutaiim. 1 


43. 

UNEN 
MANUFACTUaES, 

(Ireland.) 


9Geo.4< 


62. 


15 July 
1828. 


For the Regulation of the Linen and 
Hempen Manufactures of Ireland. 


END of this 

FESSKKT 
SESSION. 

2 Will IY, 




44. 

INSOLVENTS, 
EAST INDIES. 


9 Geo. 4. 


73- 


19 July 
1828. 


To provide for the Relief of Insolvent 
Debtors in the East Indies ; until - - 


1 January 


1833 


45. 

NEW SOUTH 
WALES, &c. 


9 Geo. 4. 


83. 


25 July 

1828. 


To provide for the Administration of 
Justice in New South Wales and Van 
Diemen's Land, and for the more 
effectual Government thereof, and for 
other purposes relating thereto. 


31 December 

and END of 

then 

VEXT SESSION. 


1836 
1838 


46. 

CANADA, 
Wetland Canal. 


9 Geo. 4. 

• 


9»- 


25 July 
1828. 


To authorize the advance of a certain 
Sum out of the Consolidated Fund, for 
the completion of the Welland Canal 
Navigation in Upper Canada* 

(To be re-paid in 10 Tears.) 


«5 July 


47- 

AUSTRALIA, 

NEW 

HOLLAND. 


10 Geo. 4. 


22. 


14 May 
1829. 


To provide for the Government of 
His Majesty's Settlements in Western 
Australia, on the Western Coast of 
New Holland, 


31 December 

and END of 

then 

NEXT SESSIOK. 


1834 


48. 

FRIENDLY 
SOCIETIES. 


10 Geo. 4. 


56. • 


19 June 
1829. 


To consolidate and amend the Laws 
relating to Friendly Societies. 

* § 40, as to Continuance of former Acts ; and 
Societies established under them. 


19 June 


1832 


49. 
ANNUITIES. 


1 1 G. 4. 


13- 

1 ^ 


3 May 

1830. 


For transferring certain Annuities of 
£.4 per cent, per annum into Annuities 
of £. 3. 1 0*. or £. 5 percent, per annum. 

\ I. The New £.3. 10*. per cents per annum 
are not redeemable until after - 

{ 2. The New £.5 per cents after 


5 Janoary 
5 January 


1840 

»873 
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(C.) ACTS OF THE UNITED FARUAUEbiT— continued. 


Matter. 


Date. 


Ch. 


TVhen 
passed. 


Title of the Act. 


Duration^ 


50. 

POPULATION. 


11 Geo. 4- 


30. 


23 June 
1830. 


For taking an Account of the Popula- 
tion of Great Britain, and of the In- 
crease or Diminution thereof. 

§ 9. Abstract to be prepared and laid before 
Parliament before . - - - 

If Parliament not then sitting, then within 
the first fourteen days of the next 
Session. 


1 June 


1832 


51. 

NOVA SCOTIA 
(Canal.) 


1 Will. 4. 


34. 


16 Julv 
1830: 


To authorize the advance of a certain 
Sum out of the Consolidated Fund for 
the completion of the Shubenaccadie 
Canal in Nova Scotia. 

§ I. To be repaid in ten years ... 


16 July 


1840 


52. 

ARMS, 

Importation, &c. 

(Ireland.) 


1 Will. 4. 


44. 


16 July 
1830. 


To regulate the Importation of Arms, 
Gunpowder and Ammunition into Ire- 
land ; and the making, removing, sell- 
ing and keeping of Arms, Gunpowder 
and Ammunition in Ireland. 


END of this 

PRESENT 
SESSION. 

2 Will. IV. 




53. 

ANNUAL 

DUTIES, 

(Sugar.) 


1 Will. 4. 
Stat. 2. 


23. 


30 Mar. 
1831. 


For granting to His Majesty, until the 
5th day of April 1832, certain Duties 
on Sugar imported into the United 
Kingdom. 

This Act,§ \.conHnue$ the Duties granted 
by I Wai 4- c. 50. 


5 April 


1832 


54. 
BEER, &c 

Hereditary 
Duties. 


1 Will. 4. 


51. 


16 July 
1830. 


To Repeal certain of the Duties on 
Cyder in the United Kingdom, and 
upon Beer and Ale in Great Britain, 
and to make other Provisions in rela- 
tion thereto. 

§ 5. Annual Payments to His Majesty in lieu 
of Hereditary Duties on Beer, Ale and 
Cyder. 


Life of 
Thk Kino. 


1 


55- 

FISHERIES, 
(Ireland.) 


1 Will. 4. 


54. 


16 July 
1830. 


To revive, continue and amend several 
Acts relating to the Fisheries. 

§ 8. Lord Lieutenant of Ireland may direct the 
issue of certain Sums; for completing 
Piers, &c. and paying Officers, in Ire- 
land, during five years, to - 


5 April 


»835 



86. 



F 
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REPORT tROM TH]£ COMMITTEE UPON 



[I. Regirteirof 



(C.) 


ACTS OF THE UNITED PARLIAMENT— cwiftwaerf. 


Matter. 


Date. 


Ch. 


fFhen 
passed. 


Title of the Act. Duration. 


56. 


1 Will. 4. 


2. 


23 Dec. 


To provide for the Administration of 


Life of 






Stat. 2. 




1830. 


the Government, in case the Crown 


The Princess 

until 
24 May 1837. 




ROYAL 








shall descend to Her Royal Highness 




FAMILY. 








the Princess Alexandrina Victoria, 
Daughter of his late Royal Highness 






REGENCY. 








the Duke of Kent, being under the age 
of Eighteen Years ; and for the care 
and guardianship of her Person. 

[The duration of this Act depends also on the 














Birth of Issue of His Majesty by The Queen.] 






57- 


iWm.4. 


12. 


11 Mar. 
1831. 


For continuing to His Majesty for one 


35 March 


1832 


ANNUAL 


Stat. 2. 




yearcertain Duties on Personal Estates, 






DUTIES, 








Offices and Pensions in England ; for 






(Personal Estates.) 








the service of the Year 1831. 






58. 


1 Will. 4. 


14. 


15 March 
1831. 


For the regulation of His Majesty's Royal 








Stat. 2. 




Marine Forces while on shore. 






MUTINY ACT, 








Contbuance : In Great Britain ... 


25 March ^ 




(Marines.) 








- - - - Ireland - - - - - 

- - - - Gibraltar, Spain and Portugal - 

- - - - Elsewhere in Europe, and the 

West Indies, North America, 
and Cape of Good Hope 

- - - - Elsewhere ... - 


1 April 
25 May 

25 July 

25 Sept. 


1832 


59- 


1 Will. 4. 


>5- 


15 Mar. 
1831. 


For punishing Mutiny and Desertion, 








Stat. 2. 




and for the better payment of the Army 






MUTINY ACT, 








and their Quarters. 






(Army.) 








Continuance: In Great Britain ... 
----- Ireland, Jersey, &c. 
- - - - Gibraltar, Spain and Portugal - 


25 March ^ 
1 April 
1 July 












- « - - Elsewhere in Europe, and in the 


1 August / 


1832 










West Indies and America - 










- - - - Cape of Good Hope, Isle of 














France, St Helena, and West 














Coast of Africa ... 


1 Nov. 












- - - - Elsewhere ... 


1 Dec. 


1833 


60. 


1 Will. 4. 


17. 


iSMarch 


ToTepeal the Duties and Drawbacks 


1 June 


1832 




Stat. 2. , 




1831. 

1 


on printed Calicoes, Linens and Stuffs 






CALICOES, 








§5. As to Certificate of Manufacturers of 




1 


Irish. 








Irish printed Calicoes, &c. imported into 
Oreat Brttarn. 






61. 


1 Will. 4. 


2^5. : 


t 
^3 April 


For the Support of His Majesty's 


Life of 






Stat. 2. 




1831. 


Household, and of the honour and 


His present 




THE KING. 








dignity of the Crown of the United 


Majesty, 
King WiUiam 


, 


'Civil List. 








Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland. 


IV. 




Hereditary 














Revenue. 


























— i 
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(C.) ACTS OF THE UNITED PARLIAMENT— «i«/i««ed: 


Matter. 


Date. 


Ch. 


When 
passed. 


Title of the Act. 


Duration^ 


62. 

INDEMNITY 
OFFICES, 


I Will. 4. 
Stat. 2. 


26. 


da April 
1831. 


Vo kidemnify such Persons in the United 
Kingdom as have omitted to qualify 
themselves for Offices and Employ- 
ments, and for extending the Time 
limited for those purposes respectively, 
until ------ 

And to permit such Persons in Great 
Britain, as have omitted to make and 
file AflBdavits of the Execution of In- 
dentures of Clerks to Attornies and 
Solicitors, to make and file the same on 
or Uefore 


25 March 

The first day 

of Hilary 
> Term 

11 January 

- 


1832 
1832 


63. 

GRANTS OF 
OFFICES, 

&c. 
(Ireland.) 


i,2VV.4. 


2. 


1 1 July 
1831. 


To revive and continue expired Com- 
missions, Apppintments, Patents and 
Grants in Ireland, and to indemnify 
certain Persons in relation thereto. 

§ 1. As to contiouance of Commissions, &c. 

'Six weeks after the commencement of the 
present Session, :2 Will. 4. 


17 January 


1832 


64. 

INDEMNITY. 

(Deputy Lieu- 
tenants, Scotland) 


1.2W.4. 


3- 


11 July 
1831. 


To indemnify Persons who have acted 

as Deputy Lieutenants in Scotland 

without due Qualification. 

§ 3, As to acts to be done by such Lieutenants 
until -.-.--. 


1 July 


1832 


65. 

DUCHY 

of 

CORNWALL. 


i,2W.4. 


5. 


30 July 
1831. 


To enable His Majesty to make Leases, 
Copies and Grants of Offices, Lands 
and Hereditaments, parcel of the 
Duchy of Cornwall, or annexed to the 
same. 


While the Duchy 

remains 

vested in The Kino. 


66. 

TURNPIKE 

ROADS, 

G.B. 


i,2W.4. 


6. 


30 July 
1831. 


For confinumg the several Acts for re- 
gulating the Turnpike Roads in Great 
critain, which will expire at the End 
of the present Session of Parliament, 
until - 


30 June 


i83<j 


67. 

MILITIA, 
(Suspending Ballot; 


i,2W.4. 


8. 


30 July 
1831. 


To suspend until the End of the next 
Session gf Parliament, the making 
of lists and the Ballots and Enroll- 
ments for the ^^ilitia of the United 
Kingdom. 


END of this 

PRESENT 
SESSION. 

2 Will. IV. 


t 


68. 
ROYAL 
FAMILY. 
THE QUEEN. 


1,2W.4. 


11. 


2 Aug. 
1831. 


For enabling His Majesty to make pro- 
vision for supporting the Royal Dig- 
nity of The Queen in case she shall 
survive His Majesty. 


Life of 
HerMajesty 
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REPORT FROM THE COMMITTEE UPON 



[I. Register of 



(C.) ACTS OF THE UNITED PARLIAMENT— con^ucrf. 


Matter. 


Date. 


Ck. ■ 


IVhtn 
passed. 


Title of the Act. 


Duration. 


69. 

DEAN 
FOREST. 


I, 3 W.4 


. 12. 


2 Aug. 
1831. 


, For ascertaining the Boundaries of the 
Forest of Dean, and for inquiring into 
the Rights and Privileges claimed by 
Free Miners of the Hundred of Saint 
Briavels and for other purposes. 

§ 14. Time for making Reports under the Act. 


2 August 


1833 


70. 

TOBACCO, 
(Ireland.) 


i,2W.4. 


13. 


23 Aug. 
1831. 


To repeal an Act [19 Geo. 3. c. 35.] 
for repealing so much of several Acts 
as prohibit the Growth and Produce 
of Tobacco in Ireland, and to permit 
[for permitting] the Importation of 
Tobacco of the Growth and Produce 
of that Kingdom into Great Britain. 

The Act 19 Geo. 3. c 35. is continued in force 
until --.---- 
And «ef $ 5. as to the Sale of such Tobacco. 


1 January 


1832 


71. 

MILITIA, 
G. B. & I. 


1,2 W.4. 


15- 


23 Aug. 
1831. 


To defray the Charge of the Pay, 
Clothing, and Contingent and other 
Expenses of the Disembodied Militia 
in Great Britain and Ireland ; and to 
grant Allowances in certain cases to 
Subaltern Officers, Adjutants, Quarter 
Masters, Surgeons, Surgeons* Mates, 
and Serjeant Majors of Militia, until - 


30 June 


1?32 


72. 

CANDLES, 

Excise Duties. 

(U. K.) 


I, 2 W.4. 


19- 


6 Sept. 
.831. 


To repeal the Duties of Excise and 
Drawbacks on Candles. 

The Acts imposing these Duties, &c. are in 
force until 


1 January 


1832 


73- 

ROYAL 
FAMILY. 

Duchess of 
Kekt. 

PaiKCESS 

Alexandrina 
Victoria. 


1,2 W.4. 


20. 


6 Sept. 
1831. 


To enable His Majesty to grant an 
annual Sum to Her Royal Highness 
Victoria Maria Louisa, Duchess of 
Kent, for a more adequate Provision for 
her Royal Highness, and for the ho- 
nourable Support and Education of 
Her Royal Highness the Princess 
Alexandrina Victoria of Kent. 

As to £.4,000 

As to £.6,000 


f Life of the 
< Duchess 
I of Kent. 

r Life of the 
Princess 
Victoria. 




74. 

HACKNEY 
CARRIAGES, 

&c. 

HAWKERS 

and 
PEDLARS. 


1, 2 w.4. 

1 

1 


•J 2. 


23 Sept. 
1831. 


To amend the Laws relating to Hackney 
Carriages, and to Waggons, Carts and 
Drays used in the Metropolis, and to 
place the collection of the Duties on 
Hackney Carriages and on Hawkers 
and Pedlars in England under the 
Commissioners of Stamps. 

§ I. Former Acts are continued in force until - 

§ 8 & 9. Number of Hackney Coaches not to be 
increased until after 5th January 1833. 


5 January 


« 

1832 
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(C.) ACTS OF THE UNITED PARLlAMENT-«»rtwi.«i. 


Maiier. 


Date. 


Ch. 


Wkem 
paacd. 


rak qfthe Act. 


Duration. 


75. 

CHARING 

CROSS 

(ImproTenMnts.) 


1,3 W.4. 


29» 

^6. 


17 Sept 
1831. 


To authorize and empower the Commis- 
sioners appointed by an Act of the 
seventh year of his late Majesty King 
George the Fourth, for extending to 
Charing Cross, the Strand, and places 
adjacent, the powers of an Act for 
making a more convenient communi- 
cation from Mary-le-bont Parkj to 
make and form a new Street from the 
Strand to Charles-street, Covent Gar- 
den, and to widen the North end of 
Bow-street into Long Acre; and for 
other purposes. 

By § 6, Commissiooere to porchase houses, ht. 
before [or their powers so to do to cease.] 


Vj September 


1834 


76. 

PUBUC 

WORKS, 

(Iidand.) 


i,aW.4. 


33- 


15 Oct 
1831. 


For the Extension and Promotion of 
Public Works in Ireland. 

'See $ 97. As to determination or suspension 
of the powers of the Act under orders of the 
Treasury. 

§ 103. As to determination of powers of former 
Acts upon appointment of Commissioners 
under this Act 

§ 165* As to vesting powers of Commissioners 
of Inland Navigation under 40 Geo. 3, c. 51. 
(I.) in Commissioners under this Act upon 
their Appointment. 






77. 
CHARITIES. 


i,3W.4. 


34. 


15 Oct 

1831. 


For appointing Commissioners to conti- 
nue the Inquiries concerning Charities 
in England and Wales for Two Years, 
and from thence to the End of the then 
next Session of Parliament. 


1 September 

«nd END of 

then iTEXT 

SBssioir. 


»833 


78. 

BARBADOES 

and 

ST. VINCENT 

Iilandk 


i,2W.4. 


46. 


15 Oct 
1831. 


To allow the Importation of Lumber, 
and of Fish and Provisions, Duty free, 
into the Islands of Barbadoes and St. 
Vincent, and to indemnify the Go- 
vernors and others for having permitted 
the Importation of those Articles Duty 
free. 

§ 1. Importation permitted Duty free until - 

§ 3. And by His Matjesty's Order in Council, 
such Importation may be permitted until - 


1 January 
1 March 


1832 
1832 





86. 
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REPORT FROM THE COMMITTEE UPON 



[II. Expired I^ws. 



II. 



EXPIRED LAWS; 

VIZ.: 
BETWEEN 96 OCTOBER 1880 AND 6 DECEMBER 1831. 



Extending 
to 



Subject. 



U.K. 



THE KING 

and 

QUEEN: 

Grants of Annoitiee 

to, when Duke and 

Duchess of Clarence. 



Original Acts. 



i8Geo. Ill.c.3i,&c. 
7^ 8 Geo. IV. c. 10. 



2. 



I. 



ASSOCIATIONS. 



I. 



ROADS 

and 

BRIDGES. 



Last 
Continuing Acts. 



Time of Expiration. 



See I Will. IV. st. 2. 
c. 25. §§ 9, 10. and 
No. 4. 12. 24. of 
Register of Tempo- 
rary Laws. 



ioGeo.lV.c.i.§2.&c^ 

(§1, As to the Catholic 
Association, is in force 
permanently.) 



4. 

U.K. 



ANNUITIES. 



5- 

G.B. 



POPULATION. 



6 Geo. IV. €• 101, 



11 Geo. IV. c. 13. §4. 

(As to Ditisentients Abroad.) 



ai April ! 1831 

Date of passing the ; 
Act 1 WiU. IV. 
Stat. 3. c. 35. 



{ 



aa April 

(End of Session 

I WilL IV. Sess. aO 



a a April 

(End of Session 

1 Will. IV. Sess. a.) 



1831 



1831 



} 



1 1 Geo. IV. c. 30. 

§3-^8»aad9inpart 



See No. 50. of Register 
of Temporary Laws. 



6. 
G. B. 



EXCISE. 
(Beer.) 



I Wm. IV. c. 51.§20. 

(Drawback.) 



1 April 



1 August 



1831 



1831 



5 April 



1831 



iMj^ 
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EXPIRED LAWS ;— Viz. : Between 26 October 1830 and 6 December leSl-^corOinued. 



Subject. 



Original Acts. 



Last 
Continuing Acts. 



Time of Eapiratian. 



E. 



SUGAR 

(Warehoosed.) 



I Wai IV. C. 72. 



5 July 



1831 



GRANTS 

of 
OFFICES. 



1 Will. IV. Stat 2. C. 6. 



See as to Ireland, 
1, 2 Will. IV. c. 2. 



EXCISE 
(Printed Calicoes.) 



I Will. IV. St 2. c. 17. 
^ 3. Drawback on 
British Calicoes. 

§ 4. Duties on Irish 
Calicoes. 



33 June 



1 June 



1831 



1831 



Digitized by 



Google 



a8 



REPORT FROM THE COMMITTEE UPON [III. Expiring Uws. 



III. 



EXPIRING LAWS; 



VIZ: 



AT THE END OF THE PRESENT SESSION: 



Or after 6th December 1831, and on ot before ist Aogoat 1833, ^* 



ACTS EXPIRING AT THE END OF THE PRESENT SESSION, 2 Will. IV. 



Extendmg 
to 



U.K. 



Subject. 



MILITIA, 
(Suspending Ballot.) 



Original Actt. 



1, a Will. IV. c. 8. 



Last Continuing Acts. 



M 

Regitter. 



67- 



E. 



LUNATICS. 



f 9 Geo. IV. c. 41. 1 
t ioGeo.IV. c. 18. J 



42. 



I. 



INSOLVENT DEBTORS. 



f1, 2 Geo. IV. c. 59. 1 
3 Geo. IV. c. 124. I 
10 Geo. IV. c 36. J 



1 Will. IV. c 33. 



26. 



UNEN 
MANUFACTURES. 



9 Geo. IV. c. 62. 



43- 



ARMS, 
(Importation, he.) 



I Will. IV. C 44. 



52. 



* N. B.-^" Sec." after any Date in the following List, signifies — to the End of the Session wlucb 

will commence next after the Date specified. 
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ACTS EXPIRING after 6tli December 1831, and on or before ist August 1833, &c. 



Period of 
Duration. 



Extend' 
ing 
to 



1832: 

1 January 

II January - 

1 7 January - 

1 March - - 



25 March 



-< 



5 April - 

1 June 

19 June - 
24 June - 

30 June - 

1 July - 
5 July - 

5 July, &c. 



U.K. 

I. 
U.K. 
U.K. 

E. 

G.B. 

I. 
U.K. 
U.K. 

U.K. 



Subject. 



Original Acts. 



U.K. 

I. 
U.K. 

G.B. 

I. 
U.K. 
U.K. 

U.K. 

E. 
G.B 

S. 

s. 

E. 



/Barbadoes&StVin-l 
(_ cent's (Importation)/ 

Tobacco - - 

Candles - - 

Linen Bounties 

f Hackney Carriages, "I 
l^ Hawkers • - -J 

f(Indemnity) Attor- ) 
\ nies' Clerks - -j 

Grants of Offices - 

fBarbadoes & St.Vin-l 
\ cent's (Importation)/ 

Annual Duties ; 
Personal Estates,1 



{• 



&c. 



. -f 



Mutiny Acts ; 

Army - - - - 

Marines ... 

Indemnity (OflSces) 

Coal Trade (Dublin) 

Annual Duties, Sugar 

Population (Return \ 
of Abstracts to Par- i 
tiament) 

Calicoes, &c. Certi 
ficates - - - 

Friendly Societies 

fTradeof British PosO 
\ sessions Abroad -j 

Militia ; 

Pay, &c. - - . 

Allowances - - 

Turnpike Acts - - 

Deputy Lieutenants 

Creditors ... 

Police Offices - - 



[ 



1, 2 Will. IV. c. 46. §1. 

1 9 Geo. III. (I.) c. 35. 
1,2 Will. IV. c. 19. - 
9 Geo. IV. c. 76. §16. 

1,2 Will. IV. c. 22. - 



Last 
Continuing Acts. 



in 
Register. 



Will. IV. Stat. 2.\ 
c. 26. § 6. . -J 

1 , 2 Will. IV. c. 2. - 



i,2Will.iv.c.46.§3. 



fi Will 
\ c. 1 



ill. IV. Stat. 2.1 

... .J 






:} 



Will. IV. Stat '2.1 
c. 15. . - -j 

Will. IV. Stat 2 
c. 14. - - - 



ft Will. IV. Stat 2.1 
\ c. 26. ... -J 

2i,22Geo.iii.(I.)c.i7. 
1 Will. IV. c. 50. - 



11 Geo. IV. c. 30. §.9. 



-} 



/i Will. IV. Stat. 2 
I c. 17. §5. 

1 o Geo. IV. c. 56. §40. 

(6Geo.lV.c.ii4.§6.) 
\ (Foreign Shipping) J 

1,2 Will. IV. c. 15. - 

39,4oGeo. III. C.44. 

1, 2 Will. IV. c. 16. 

I, 2 Will. IV. c. 13. 

54Geo. III.c. 137. - 

f3 Geo. IV. c. 55. -\ 
\6 Geo. IV. c. 21. -J 



1, 2 Will. IV. c. 13. 



5) Geo. III. c. n. - 
iWill. IV. St. 2.C. 23. 



30. 

70. 
72. 
37. 

74. 



62. 

63. 
36. 



fl,2 W 
I §§ 23, 



Will. IV. c. 15. 



24. 



fi Will. IV. Stat. 2,1 
t c. 16. - - - -/ 

10 Geo. IV. c. 45 - 



59 
58 

62 

9 
53 

50 

60 

48 
38 

71 

7 
66 

64. 

15 

29 



86. 



H 
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REPORT F»0¥ THE COMMITTEE UPON [III. ExfWDg Lawfj. 



ACTS EXPIEING after 6th December 1831, and on or before 1 August 1833, &c. 



I^eriod of 
Duration. 



1832 : 

16 July, &c. 
15 October 

31 December 



1833: 



1 January 



1 JanuaFy 
25 March 

5 Apr" 

2 Jiuly 

4 July - 
I Aognst 



Extend' 
to 



E. 
I. 



U.K. 



l^ecL 



lusolvents - - . 

Arms (PossessioD of) 

"^Newfoundland ; 
Fisheries - - 
Judicature 
Marriages 



Original Acts. 



U.K. 



U.K. 

I. 
G. B. 
U.K. 

E. 

E. 



f 



Customs, Free 1 
Goods, New Sottth 
Wales - . - J 



New Zealand 



osolvents, (East In*' 
dies) ... .J 



7Ge0.iv. c, 57. - 

/47 Geo. III. St. 2, 
i c. 54, (&c.) - 



5 Geo. IV. c. 51. 
5 Geo. IV. c. 67. 
5 Geo. IV. c. 68. 



-} 



Last 
Continuing Acts, 



in 
Register, 



r Dublin (Improve-l 
I ments) - - • -/ 

Assessed Taxes 
(Composition) 



6Geo.lv.c. iii.^io, 

&c. . . . , , 



7 Geo. IV. c. 48. Si5' 
9 Geo. IV. 4^. 73. - 



1 Will. IV. e. 38. - 
1, 2 Will. IV. c. 47. 

10 Geo. IV. c. 17. . 
10 Giea IV. c. 17. - 
10 Geo. IV. c. 17. - 



2i,22Geo.Ili.c. 17.(1.) 
59Geo.iii.c.5i,&c. 



41. 
>3. 

3^- 
33. 
34* 



Z&^ 



[Seamen's Wages ) ^ 
UMerchantsService)/ ^^Geo. III. c. 58. - 



I^ondon Bridge r - 
BaiU^ of England - 



f4Geo. IV. C.50, 1 
1 ^23, 106. . -/ 



{ 



56 Geo. III. c. 96. "( 

(.See §§ 2. 4.) .J 



5« Geo Iii.c. 10. - 
I, 8 WiH. IV. c. 7. - 
7 Geo. IV. c. 69. . 



44- 



^2. 



24. 



30. 



17. 



Digitized by 



Google 



IV. CoDtingeoi Un-s.] EXPIRED AND EXPIKING LAWS. 



f a Will. IV. \ . 
\ January 1838. / 3» 



IV. 



LIST OF LAWS, 

WBEREOr 

THE DURATION DEPENDS ON PUBLIC CONTINGENCIES. 



Ertendin^ 
to 



u-kJ 



U.K. 



U.K. 



G. B. 



Maitef\ 



The KING; 

(Payment in lieu of 

Hereditary Duties on 

Beer and Cyder.) 

(Civil UsL) 



Thr QUEKN. 



REGENCY. 



Original Acts. 



I Will. IV. c. 51. §5. 

I Will. IV. Stat, 2. €• 25. 



1,2 Will. IV. c. 11. 



I Will. IV. Stat. 2. c. 2. 



Last continuing Acts. 



Duration. 



N* 

in 

Register. 



Life of 
The King. 



Life of The Queen. 



ROYAL FAMILY.^ 



18 Geo. III. c. 31. - 

46 Geo. III. c. 145. 

47 Geo. IIL St. I.e. 39. 
52 Geo. III. c. 57. 

56 Geo. III. c. 24. 

58 Geo. IIL cc. 24. 25. 53 

1 Geo. IV. c. io8.§ 1. 
6 Geo. IV. c. 71. - 

.1,2 Will IV. c. 20. . 



E. 



£. 



CORNWALL 

Duchy. 



1,2 Will. IV. C. 5. 



BANK 
of England. 



( 



''5,6W.&M.c.20.§2a. 
8, 9 Wm. III. c. 20. 
§26-28 - . ^ 

9,ioW.iiL€,44.§75. 

6 Anne, c. 22. § 9. - 

7 Anne, c. 7. §5,6,7, 

61. 

12 Anne, c. 11. §23-25 
15 Geo. IL c.i3.§3,5. \ 
4Geo.llLc.25.^i2-i4 
21 Geo. IIL C.60. §11,12 
39, 40 Geo. III. c. 28. 

§ 14, "5 - - - 
7 Geo. IV. c. 46. O 



Life of the Princess 

Alexandrina Victoria: 

until 54 May 1837. 



54- 
«i. 



68. 



56^ 



Lives of Grantees ; * 



Lives of Grantees - 

Life of Prince George 
of Cumberland until 
27 May 1837 

Lives of the Duchess 
of Kent and her 
daughter the Prin- 
cess Victoria. 



f 4. 

12. 

16. 

18. 

19. 
L21. 

25. 

35- 

73- 



■{ 



10 Geo. IV. c 



•31 •§24*1 



^6 Geo. III. c. 96. 



{ 



Whil6 the Duchy is 
vested in The King. 



^5- 



Until Redemption 
of Bank Annuities. 



1. 



Expiration of 

ifi MoBths' Notice 

after 

1 August 1833. 



Until Repayment 

on or before 
1 August 1833. 



17- 
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REPORT FROM THE COMMirfEE UPON LIV. ConUn<rent Laws. 



IV. ACTS whereof the Duration depends on PUBLIC CONTINGENCIES— .ob//«i/«/. 



ExttlUttMg 

to 



Matter. 



Original Jets. 



BANK 
of Ireland. 



21,22Geo. IIL(l.)c. 16. 
48 Geo. III. c. 103. 
3 Geo. IV. c. 26. 

48 Geo. III. c. 103. - 
1,2 Geo. IV. c. 72. 
3 Geo. IV. c. 26. 



± 



Last continuing Acts. 



Duration. 



in 
Register. 



Expiration of 
12 Months' Notice 

after 
1 January 1837. 

1 January 1838, 

Time 
of Repayment. 



8. 
27. 



E. 



EAST INDIA I 9. *0 W. III. C. 44, &C. 
COMPANY. 37 Geo. III. C. 1 1 7. - 



U.K. 



PORTUGUESE 
DOMINIONS; ( 
Trade with. 



51 Geo. III. C.47. . 
59 Geo. III. c.54.§8. 



53f>eo.in.c. 155. §3. 



Expiration of the 

Year's Notice after 

10 April 1831. 



I 



Continuance 

of Treaty with 

Portugal. 



U.K. 



U.K. 



I. 



AMERICAN 
Trade, &c. 



59 Geo. III. c. 54. 
7 Geo. IV. c. 5, 



SUGAR 
Bounties. 



PUBLIC WORKS. 



U.K. 



BARBADOES, 

and 
ST. VINCENT'S. 



1 Will. IV. c. 50. 



1, 2 Will. IV. C. 33. 
(•See §97. 100.) 



1, 2 Will. IV. c. 46, §3. 



{ 



Continuance 
of Treaties. 

Seven Years after 
date of Treaties. 



Continuance 
of Duties 
on Sugar. 



Orders of the 
Treasury. 



Order of Council. 



14- 
23. 



23- 
39- 



37. 



75. 



77. 



Digitized by 



Google 



IjibexO expired and expiring laws. / « wai. iv. ^ 

"• \ January 1832. J >'•* 



INDEX 

Of thb Subject-Matter of the ACTS contained in 

THIS REPORT. 



^.B.— The FIGURES refer to the Number in the Register of TEMPORARY LAWS; 
Except when Exp. is prefixed, which refers to the List of EXPIRED LAWS. 



The • signifies that the Article relates exclusively to Irdand. 



AlEXANDRINA (Princess) 
See Royal Faiaily. 

American Trade, &c. - 
Annual Duties, Pensions, &c. 
Sugar - 

Annuities, Public - • - 
and Me Royal Family. 

* Arms, Possession of - - 

* — — Importation of - 
Assessed Taxes : 
Composition - 

* Associations . • « 

Augusta Sophia (Princess); 

See Royal Family. 

Australia - - - - 



B. 
Bank of England, Charter 

Advances by 

— — Notes of 

• of Ireland (Charter) 

♦ (Advances) 

Barbadoes, (Importation) 

Beer (Duties, &c.) • - . 

Bounties; 

See Fisheries — Linen — Salt — Sugar. 
Bridges and Roads (Highlands) 

(Ireland) - 

British Colonies, (Trade of) - 



in Register. 



73- 

«3, 39- 
57. 
53- 

5, >o, 49- 

13. 

52. 

23. 



47. 



1,3- 

17. 

17. 

8. 
8,37. 

36. 7B. 
54. Exp. 6. 



31. 

^.3. 

38. 



C. 
Calicoes 

Cambridge (Duke and Duchess) ; 

See Royal Family. 

Canada, (Welland Canal) 

and see Nova Scotia. 

Candles ..... 

Charing Cross Improvement • 

Charities ..... 

Churches - - - . . 

Civil List - - . . - 

Clarence (Duke and Duchess) - 

and see Kino ; Royal Family. 

* Coal Trade, (Dublin) - 

Colonies (British, Trade of) - 

Cornwall Duchy - - - . 
Creditors, (Scotland) ... 

Cumberland, (Duke and Duchess) ; 
See Royal Family. 

Customs: 

Duties - - . - 

Bounties, &c. 

D. 
Dean Forest .... 

Debtors, Insolvent ... 

* Dublin, Wide StreeU and Coal Trade 

E. 
East India Company, (Charter) 
(Friendly Ships) 

Writers - 

Elisabeth, (Princess); 

See Royal Family. 



in Register. 



60. Exp. 9. 



46. 

72- 

75. 

77- 
so. 

61. 

Exp. I. 

9- 

38. 

65. 
15. 



37. 

69. 

'36.41.44. 

9. 

3. 

6. 
40. 



86. 
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INDEX TO REPORT FROM THE COMMITTEE UPON 



[IVBEJ 



Fishmes: 

Irish . . - 

'■ Newfoundland - 

Foreign Shipping - 
Forest of Dean ... 
Friendly Societies - - - 
Funds ; — See Annuities. 

G. 

George, (Prince, of Cumberland) ; 
See Royal Faniily. 

Gloucester, (Duke and Duchess); 
See Royal Family. 

• Gunpowder - - - - 



NO 
in Regbter. 



H. 

Hackney Coaches, Hawkersl^ 
and Pedlars - - "J ' 

* Hempen Maaufacturcs ; — See Linen. 

Hereditary Duties, (Beer) 

Revenue - ^ . 

Highland Roads and Bridges - 

I. 
Indemnityi Offices, &c. 
Insolvent Debtofs, England 
— — - — __ *Irdand - 
■ — East Indies 



Kent, (Duchess and Princess) ; 
See Royal Family. 

Kivo, Civil List (Hereditary! 
Revenue) - - -j 

■■»■ Hereditary Duties (Beer) 

[See also Cornwall Duphy ; 
Royal Family. 



Lucei^See Silk Manu^MStupes. 

* Lagan Navigation - - - - 
Leopold, Prince; — (&e Royal Family.) 

* lin^ Manufactures ... 
Linens, (Duties and Bounties) - 
London Bridge * - - 
LunaMc« 

Militia : 

Allowances to Adjutants, &c. 

Disembodied, Pay, &c. 

■ Suspending Ballot 

Mutiny Act, (Army) ... 

— _• (Marines) - - - 



65. 

6,38. 
69. 
48. 



52. 

74. 

64. 
t)i. 

31- 

62, 64. 

41- 
26. 

44. 



61. 

64. 



43. 

36, 37. 

30. 

42. 



7. 
71. 
67. 

69. 
58. 



Newfoundland : 



N. 

■ Fisheries 

Judicature 

«— Marriages 

New Holland ... 
New South Wales - 
Nova Scotia (Canal) 

O. 

Offices, Annual Duties - 

" ■ Indemnity 

Grants of - - 

P. 

• Paving ;— 5fe • Lighting. 

Pedlars ; — See Hawkers. 

Pensions and Personal Estatesi 
Annual Duty - - -J 

Plantations ;^See Coffee— Wool. 

Police Offices ... 

Populatton .... 

Portugal Trade . . - 

Princes and Princesses ; 

See Royal Family. 

•Public Works 



The Queen 



R. 



Regency - - - - . 
*Roads and Bridges, Ireland • 
— -^ — Highland - 

RoTAL Family; 
Princes and Princesses 

Adolphus Frederick ; 

See Cambridge (Duke.) 

Alexandrina Victoria,! 
Princess, of Kent J ' * 

Augusta Sophia, Princess - 

Augustus Frederick; 

See Sussex (Duke.) 

Cambridge, Duke . . - 

■ ■ Duchess - - - 

Cumberland, Duke - - . 

— Duchess 

Elisabeth, Princess ... 

Ernest Augustus ; 

See Cumberland (Duke.) 

George, Prince, of Cumberland - 

Gloucester, Duke - - - 

■ Duchess - - - 

Hesse, Princess; 

See Cambridge, Duchess. 

H^MS« Homburg, Princess; 

See Elizabeth (Princess*) 



in Register. 



32. 
33. 
34. 
47. 
20f 45. 
51. 

57- 
Exp. 8. •63. 



57- 

50. 
14, «3. 

75. 
68. 

56. 

£«y-3. 

31. 

4,13,16,18, 
.19.21,25,35. 

73. 
4. 25. 



4, 12, 85. 

18. 

4, 12, 25, 35. 

19. 

4, 25. 



35. 

4, 12, 2S. 

25. 
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RoTAL FAUiLY^conHnued. 

Kent, Duchess - . - 

Leiningen, Princess ;— See Kent, 

Duchess. 
Leopold, Prince . . - 

Mary, Princess;— 5ec Gloucester, 

Duchess. 
Sophia, Princess - - - 
Sophia-Matilda, Princess - 
Sussex, Duke - - - - 

William Frederick; 

See Gloucester (Duke.) 



Saint Vincent's (Importation) 

Seamen's Wages . - . - 

Shipping, Foreign, in British Colonies 

Shubenaccadie Canal (Nova Scotia) - 

Silk Manufactures (Foreign) - 

Societies ;— 5etf Associations. 

Soldiers ;— 5ce Innkeepers — Mutiny. 

Sophia, Princess ;— 5ec Royal Family. 

Sophia-Matilda, Princess; 

See Royal Family. 

South Sea Company;— &e Kino. 

South Wales, New;— &e N. 

Spirits : 

■ Lagan Navigation 



in Register. 



21,73. 



16. 



4, 25. 

4, 12. 

4, 12, 25. 



36, 78. 

24. 
6,38. 

51- 

36. 



28. 



Sugar Duties . - - 

■■ ■ Bounties - - - 

Warehoused 

Sussex, Duke;— 5ce Royal Family. 



Tanning, Extracts for - 
Taxes; — See Assessed Taxes. 
Thames Police . - - - 
Tobacco . - - - - 
Turnpike Roads - - - - 

U. & V. 

Van Diemen's Land - - - 

Vegetable Extracts i—See Tanning. 

Victoria, Princess;— Sre Royal Family. 

Vincent's Saint (Importation) - 

• Unlawful Societies or Assemblies. 

See Associations. 

W. 

• Watching ; — See •Lighting. 
Welland Canal (Canada) 
Whale Fisheries ;— 5e<r Fisheries. 
Wide Streets ;— 5fc Dublin. 
Wine (Cape) . - . - 

Wood, from New South Wales, &c. - 

Y. 



10 Register. 



• Yeomanry 



53. Erp. 7. 

37- 

Exp.1. 



36. 

29. 
70. 
66. 

36, 45. 

36, 78. 



46. 

36. 
36. 

11. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



REPORT 



FROM 



SELECT COMMITTEE 



ON 



THE PRESENT STATE OF THE 



LIBRARY OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS, 



WITH 



THE MINUTES OF EVIDENCE, 



AND 



APPENDIX, 



Ordered, by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 
16 July 1832. 



600. A 

Digitized by 
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MartiSj 8^ die Math 1832. 



Ordered^ 

That a Select Committee be appointed to inquire into the present State 
of the Library of The House of Commons; — to examine into the expediency 
of providing further Accommodation for the same; — to consider respecting future 
Regulations for the Preservation and Management thereof; — to inquire into the 
State ^d Condition of the Printed Reports and other Papers presented to this 
House; and to report their Observations thereupon from time to time :— And, 
a Committee was appointed of 



Sir Robert Harry Inglis, Bart 

Lord Viscount Althorp. 

Mr. Rice, 

Sir Robert Peel, Bart. 

Sir James Mackintosh. 

Mr. Goulburn. 

Mr. Courtenay. 

Mr. Ridley Colborne. 

Sir Henry Hardinge. 

Mr. Davies Gilbert. 



Mr. Littleton. 

Mr. Williams Wynn. 

Mr. Lefroy. 

Mr. Crampton. 

Lord Viscount Mahon. 

Mr. Pusey. 

Mr. Stewart Mackenzie. 

Mr. Stuart Wortley. 

Sir George Clerk, Bart 

Sir Edward Cust. 



And they are to meet To-morr6w, in The Speaker's Chamber ; and have power 
to send for Persons, Papers and Records. 

Ordered, That Three be the Quorum of the Committee. 
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REPORT. 



THE SELECT COMMITTEE appointed to inquire (i.) into the present 
State of the Library of The House of Commons; — to examine 
(ii.) into the Expediency of providing further Accommodation for the 
ssanei: — ^to consider (iii.) respecting future Regulations for the Preser- 
vation and Management thereof; — and to inquire (iv.) into the State 
smd Condition of the Printed Reports and other Papers presented to 
The House ; and to report their Observations thereupon to The House ; 
and who vi^ere empowered to report the Minutes of the Evidence taken 
before them : — :Have agreed to the following Report : 



1. VTOUR Committee have examined and considered the several subjects 
A entrusted to their inquiry by The House ; and proceed in the order 
in which those subjects have been referred to them, to report thereupon 
their Observations. 

L — Hie present State of the Library of The House of Commons. 

2. They have great pleasure in repeating the words of the Committee of 

1830;* the^' have found the Library " in good order, both with regard to • Report, ordered 
f* classification and facility of reference ; and they consider the selection of ^^^ prioted 
" Books, so far as it goes, to have been very judicious, and .to , constitute ' "°^ * ^^' 
^^ the foundation of an adequate Library of Historical and Constitutional 
** Literature/' At the same time, they cannot but repeat-^-here also — the 
observation of their predecessors in 1830 (and with undiminished truth, 
since no Books have in the interval been added by purchase, and four only 
by gift,). — " That on certain subjects the collection is susceptible of 
** beneficial additions, more particularly with regard to English Law/' 
They feel, indeed, that not only in respect to Law, but in respect to His- 
tory, of this and of other countries, the Library of The House of Commons 
is at present far from sufficient for its legitimate objects. 

3. Your Committee do not desire to recommend that the Library should 
ever receive the current Literature of the day : they are indeed unwilling 
that it should be considered as a depository for any works unconnected 
with the political duties of Members of the Legislature. They do not 
wish, therefore, that it should contain the Ancient or Modern Classics of 
any language ; or, in general, works of Science ; or works of Theology ; 
or any works which may render it a reading-room for others than Mem- 
bers, or for Members themselves in any pursuits distinct from those which 
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beieng to them in the immediate discharge of their ParUamentaiy duties : 
but they think that the Library should be made complete in English 
History, including all Parliamentary and Constitutional Literature ; that 
it should be considerably enriched in Foreign History and Statistics ; that 
it should annually receive, if possible, all the Statistical Reports made to 
the legislative bodies of other Countries, and, especially, to the French 
Chambers, and to the Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States of America ; as well as the Laws passed in the Crown and other 
Colonies of this Country; and all Papers connected with Law and Statistics 
which may be printed by order of the East India Company. 

4. Upon this subject the Committee feel bound to 3tate, that, though a 
similar Kecommenaation contained in the Report of 18S0 was not formally 
adopted by The House (the question not having. been taken into consi- 
deration), His Majesty's Government at the time, and their successors, 
have to a considerable degree given effect to the substance of such 
Recbmmendation, by directing, the Governors of Colonies to transmit, 
for the use of this House, Copies of the Acts of the Local Legislatures ; 
and by authorizing communications to be made, through His Majesty's 
Ministers in France and in America, both to the French Chambers and to 
the Congress ajid Senate of the United States, the result of which. Your 
Committee have reason to hope, will be an agreement to interchange peri* 
odically the Sessional Papers of those Countries respectively with the 
Sessional Papers of the United Kingdom* As yet, however, the wts of 
the Colonial Laws procured for the Library are very imperfect indeed : 
and of the French and American Papers, none' have yet been received. 
A very large set of the Papers of The House has been already sent to 
tbeChamber of Deputies, and the receipt of them has been acknowledged, 
and the Papers of that Chamber promisedin return, according to a Ldtet 

Appendix, No. i. from the President to Mr. Speaker, which will be found in the Appendix. 

5. In respect to the United Kingdom : at this moment, the library of The 
House of Commons is not only without any collection of the Cases heard 
and detennikied by Hie House of Lords, or by The Privy Council, but 
does not contain a complete collection of the Papers printed by their own 
Order; and nbt even a complete series of Private Acts of rarliament. 
Thfis is not mentioned as a matter in which the existing generation is cul- 
pable, but as a defect now, too probably, irremediable, and the mention 
of which is of no other present use than as a warning lest the same neglect 
of the current Papers of The House should ever hereafter be brought as 
■a reproach to the present day. It is less wonderful^ that the Library 
contains no collection of the Proceedings of the Scotch or Irish Parlia- 
ments distinct from the Acts of the one and the Acts and Journals of the 

♦ Sie Report on the other. The earliest Volume of the Votes of the English House is 1690.* 

Votes, 1817, p. i66. ® ^^ 

6. Without stating farther what it does not contain, it may be more 
Useful to state generally, so far at least as bulk is concerned, what it does 
contain. The number of Volumes now in the room called the Library is 
^bout 4,150; the number of Volumes in other rooms, but equally in 
charge of the Librarian, consisting, indeed, chiefly of a duplicate set of 
the JQufhals and of Parliamentary Papers, is about 1,500. 

7. In the course of the inquiries entrusted to them, .Your Committee 
received.from Mr. John Bull, the Clerk of the Journals, three Volumes, bound, 
and lettered " Catalogue of Printed Books: Journal Office, 1495-1659 :'' 
on examination, this Catalogue contained the Titles of a very misceU 
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laneous collecticm of Books on History and Politics, with some Theology ; 
in English and French, with some Latin ; the dates of publication varying 
from the time of Elizabeth to that of Qeorge H. On an inspection ^ 
the collection, it appeared to consist almost entirely of Pamphlets, regu*- 
larly done up in bundles, lettered and numbered, corresponding with the 
Catalogue. Yoiir Committee could learn nothing of the history of th« 
ooUection thus discovered, by whom formed, or by whom placed where 
it wa« £cHind. Mn John Bull received the custody of the Books, as well 
as of the Catalogue in question, from his predecessor, the late Mr. George 
Whittam, by whom the Catalogue was bound, and by whom, apparently, 
the Pamphlets were done up in their present state. Some of the articles 
bore prefixed to them in tne Catalogue a stamp with the letters S. G. 
Those letters suggested to Your Committee the idea, that the Books to 
which in the Catalogue they were prefixed, might be found in Mr. Speaker's 
Gallery, a suggestion verified by examination. With respect to the other 
works not so marked. Your Committee suggest the expediency of trans- 
ferring them at least to the custody of theLibrarian, and of printing th^ 
whole Catalogue, under his inspection. The House will not be displeased 
to hear that, in the judgment of Mr. Ellis, Principal Librarian of the British 
Museum, to whom the Catalogue was submitted, and whose opinion will 
be found more in detail in the Appendix, " This Collection is one of very 
" great intrinsic interest, and most appropriate for the uses of The House 
** of Commons/' 

8* Your Committee take this occasion to recommend that the general 
Catalogue be re-printed before the commencement of the ensuing Session 
of Parliament;, and that it be. delivered with the Journals, and not as a 
Sessional Paper. There is reason to believe that its very existence is 
scarc^y known to n)any Members of the preseAt House, it having been 
delivered as a Sessional Paper in die Parliament before the last. 

JL — ITie Expediency of providing farther Accommodation for the Library 

of The House of Commons. 

9. The slightest inspection of the present room is sufficient to satisfy every 
Member of this House, that if it be expedient to increase, by purchase, the 
Books belonging to it, or even to admit the ordinary Volumes of Sessional 
Papers to be printed by Order of The House, beyond those of the current 
year (not to mention the newly-discovered collection just noticed), there is 
not within the present room any vacant space available for the purpose. 
The aggregate thickness of the Volumes printed every year by Order of 
The House, occupies above 60 inches of a shelf; and the height from 
18 to 24 inches, averaging perhaps nearly 10 superficial feet. 

10. Assuming, as the Committee of 1830 had assumed, and as the pre^ 
ceding observations appear to admit, that the collection requires to be 
increased in several departments, and that no adequate space can be found 
to receive such increase under the present roof of the Library, Your Com- 
mittee considered the best mode of providing such spage- with a due 
regard to economy. They felt it necessary to consider, at the same time« 
not merely the convenience of Members, and the general objects of the 
Library, but also the fourth matter referred to them, viz. ^ the, present 
" State and Condition of the Printed Reports^ and other PaferS 
** presented to The HotiseJ' 



11. The area of the present Library is 55 feet by 23 fieet, or 1,265 square 

feet, and its height is 13i feet ; but the space occupied by Book-cases and 
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by Tables, reduces the clear area for sitting or standing to 917 square feet. 
The Liljrarian stated, that he and his Assistant had, at different times, 
counted thenumber of Members entering the Library, and had found that the 
greatest number in any one day had been ninety-five; that, generally, tlie 
•number.was from sixty to eighty ; that on somedays during the last summer; 
the inconvenience thence arising was considerable ; and the Members wKo 
resorted to the Library for the purpose of reading, or of consulting books^ 
complained of the disturbance which the numbers in such a space necesr 
sacily occasioned. . . . w r 

" 12. It became clear, therefore, to Your Committee, that the area of the 
Library, independently of the space for. Books which its. walls furnished^ 
was too small ; that accommodation was required, hot only fbr the Books, 
but for the jReaders also. The Plan, therefore, which was sanctioned by 
the recommendation of the Committee of 1830, was accordingly abahdonea. 
That Plan left the area of the existing Library in its present state ; but 
removed the ceiling, and incorporated, in one spacious room, the present 
Library, and the two Committee Rooms above it, Nos. 18 and 19 ; at the 
same time constructing a Gallery round those rooms for convenience of 
access to the upper shelves. Whatever advantages this Plan may have 
possessed, it obviously, left the area unincreased, and provided for the 
reception of Books a part only of the accommodation which those Com^ 
mittee Rooms, Nos. 18 and 19? would, if now given up in their present 
state, for the purposes of the Library, supply ; the intermediate wall 
furnishing, of course, on both sides a large space, which the proposed 
Plan would destroy. 

13. The Committee therefore, under these circumstances, deemed it 
advisable to request His Majesty's Commissioners of Woods, Land Revenue 
and Works, to direct the Architect in whose department the buildings of The 
House of Commons might be placed, to attend them. Sir Robert Smirke 
accordingly appeared before Your Committee, and was instructed to con- 
jiideri 1st, The expediency of connecting the two Committee Rooms, 
Nos. 18 and 19» by a spiral staircase, with the existing Library, or with 
a lobby thereto, leaving every thing, both in that Library and in the two 
rooms in question, in its actual state (a Plan in part suggested by Mr. Ley, 
the Clerk of The House, in his Evidence before the Committee of 1830) ; 
and, 2d, The possibility of finding, for the service of Committees, two other 
rooms in lieu of those thus to be absorbed for the purposes of the Library. 

14. Sir Robert Smirke stated that, from his professional experience about 
the buildings of the Two Houses of Parliament, he could declare at once 
that no other Committee Rooms could be found or formed within the 
precincts of The' House of Commons: and therefore, that if it were 
assumed by Your Committee, that two such rooms were necessary for the 
service of The House, he could not undertake to provide any in lieu of 
Nos. 18 and 19- Your Committee were aware that, in the Report of 1830, 
a suggestion was contained for forming two Committee Rooms out of the 
Augmentation Office; removing that office to an upiper story, and pro- 
vidmg other accommodation elsewhere for the officer of the Court of 
Kings Bench, now occupying apartments there. The Lord Chief Justice 
of the Court showed the greatest readiness to meet the wishes of the Com- 
mittee of 1830 in the matter; but since that time several alterations 
have been made in the building ; and this consideration, with others stated 
in the Evidence of Sir Robert Smirke, satisfied Your Committee, that the' 
Committee Rooms required to supply the want which might be created 
by incorporating Nos. 18 and 19 with the present Library, could not be 
provided in that quarte;*^ . . . ; 
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15. Your Committee directed Mr. Bellamy, the Housekeeper of The House 
qF Commons, to furnish a List of the Committee Rooms; and they personally 
inspected them. The List ranges from one to twenty rone, the series not 
having been altered by late changes ; but No.. 10 was in the course of 
^ose changes pulled down ; No. 8 is the Kitchen of The House of Commons ; 
No. 9 is the Room of the Chairman of Committees of Ways and Means, 
a portion of it being occupied by the Manuscript Journals of The House ; 
No. 17 is between Westminster Hall and the passage to The House, and 
is lighted by a sky-ligjit ; No. I6 is occupied by the Poor Returns ; No. 12» 
was lately occupied by the Court of Review ; Nos. 13 and 14 have been 
occupied for several Sessions, and during the whole of this Session to 
16th June, by the Master of the Rolts and by the Vice-Chancellor of England. 
Under these circumstances. Your Committee, perceiving that; by this 
enumeration, thirteen or fourteen Committee Rooms only remain for the 
service of The, House, proceeded to inquire what number of Committees 
might be daily sitting, and - in how many Rooms, in order to ascertain 
whether any smaller number of Rooms than thirteen or fourteen might be 
made to suffice for the due discharge of the business of The House. By 

a Return in the Appendix* it will appear that, in 1830, in one day, twenty- * Appendix, No. 4- 

eight Committees sat in nineteen Rooms, the number of nineteen being 

made up by taking in the Members' Waiting Room, on the level of 

PaJace-yard, and the Rooms ordinarily appropriated to other purposes, as 

already specified ; and that on ten out of seventeen days, taken in sequence, 

fourteen Committee Rooms and upwards were required. Your Committee 

therefore, looking to this view alone, and without considering any probable 

increase of demand for Committee Rooms during the next Session, cannot 

recommend the abstraction of the RQoms Nos. 18 and 19 from the general 

service of The House. 

' • • ' . • 

16. Your Committee have less reluctance in abandoning their own ori- 

flnal suggestion, and in adopting, in lieu of it, the recommendation of 
ir R. Smirke, hereinafter detailed, because they see thit the adoption of 
such. recommendation not only leaves the existing accommodation of Com-' 
mittees as extensive as before, but enables them at once to provide for 
another object, (a subject also referred to them by the Order of The House,) 
viz. the increased space which the increased and increasing Papers pre- 
sented to The House require for their deposit and preservation. 

17. Thequestion as to the deposit and preservationof thePRiNTEoPapers Journals, vol. 5?, 
belonging to The House, though strictly within the terms of the order of ^^^^?^ ^^82^^" 
reference under which Your Committee was appointed, having formed the (607) pp! 198,199, 
subject of distinct and elaborate inquiry in former years, and not appearing ^00,285,293, 302 ; 
to demand at present any new measures. Your Committee, though they i^l^^^^e)p.s!^^' 
took some Evidence in relation thereto from Mr. L. G. Hansard, which 

shows the continued attention of his Firm to the business of this Houise 
entrusted to them, do not think it necessary to recapitulate that Evidence, 
but content themselves with referring generally to it, and to the other 
information on the subject collected in the margin. 

18. In respect to the State and Condition of the Papers presented to The 
Hotisey such Papers being in Manuscript, Your Committee desire to 
call the attention of The House to the Evidence of Mr. John Bull, the 
Clerk of the Journals and Papers, in whose more immediate custody, 
under the Clerk of The House of Commons, all the Papers, which have 
ever been presented at the Table, are held to remain. Mr. Bull stated 
to Your Committee, that no further space could be obtained under the 
existing roof, for the Papers of more than the next two or three 
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years ; and evjen At present they occupy closets in lobbies and on stair- 
cases, thereby showing how little hope there is of obtaining any cither 
accommodation for them within the existing area of The House. Your 
Committee examined moat of the places where they were deposited, 
(Presses, containing 13,612 cubic feet, besides 437 cubic feet in the roof 
of The House) ; and the conviction which they entertain, of the extreme 
inadequacy of the present space, and of the consequent necessity of pro- 
viding speedily some other depository for them, confirms them in -the 
expemenjcy of adopting the plan recommended by Sir Robert Smirke, 
which they will forthwith proceed to describe. 

19. They think it right, however to state, in the first instance, in order 
to obviate an objection which might be made against the necessity of 
providing any further space for the Papers of the years to come, (tiz. that 
the Papers of past years might be destroyed or removed, and adequate 
accommodation thus provided without fiirther increasing the buildings of 
The House,) that, if because no immediate object could have been seen in 
the preservation of the early Records, those Records. had been destroyed. 
History would have. wanted some of its most curious and valuable mate- 
rials and iUuitrations ; and such some of these may possibly be, several of 

♦ One of the presses then «ot having been examined perhaps for two oentiiiies^;* Secondly, 

baff^whi hk^^^ tfaat the Papers in question are, as to much the greater part, regularly 

contains a Po9t ^heduled and methodized, and are accessible at > the shortest notice on 

Office i«g of un- the requisition of. any Member: — [at some future time, perhaps, to 

ywri6^!^^ examination of these Collections, with a view to discovering and printing 

such as are curious and inedited, might be recommended to the consi* 

deration of The House;] and, thirdly, that if from these considerations h 

be thought right, as Your Committee feel it to be^ that none of Uiese, 

excepting, perhaps, the first Paper Drafts of Bills, ought to be destroyed, 

and that the only question is, whether they might not be remoired, .Ybur 

Committee feel no hesitation in stating, that the general depositories of 

the Records of th^ Kingdom are either so crowded, or so unfit, firom bdier 

causes, for the reception of additional Papers, that the single course which 

they can recommend is, that other accommodation should be provided 

within the precincts of The House for the deposit of its own Papers. 

20. With this conviction. Your Committee resume their reference to the 
Plan which they have adopted, as embracing all their objects. 

21. Sir Robert Smirke proposes in that Plan to leave untouched in size 
the present Library, but to exclude it farthei" from the stairs by a Lobby, to 
contain on one side the present water-closet, and on the other a small 
room, with a stove, for the Messenger. He proposes to take down the 
windows at the eastern end, in a manner which will not diminish the light 
of the existing room, and to open the wall there, leaving two pillars, or 
pilasters, communicating with an anti-room, nearly 22 feet square, 
lighted from above, which may be considered as the more immediate seat 
of the Librarian. This anti-room will open to another room 40 feet long 
by 25 wide, to the eastern end of which the windows of the present 
Library will be transferred. It is easy to give to this room the fullest ii]^t, 
by opening other windows to the south ; but it is considered that it will 
be more advisable to gain from above the farther light which may be 
required, and to leave the walls on both sides unbroken for the reception 
of books. 

22. The building thus to be erected will be flush with the new buildings 
pf The House of Lords,. , 
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- 23. As much of die concourse of Meihbers now attending the Lihrary ia 
pl^viously for the purpose of writing, and as those who resort to it for th^ 
rtiore direct purpose of referring to books, are those most likely to feel the 
inconvenience of the numbers now crowded int<J die existing rooms, Your 
Committee venture to suggest, that the room proposed to be thus added to 
the eastward, should be considered as more directly the Reading- Room of 
the establishment. ' ^ 

24, Below the rooms thus added, Sir Robert Smirice has provided a new 
depository for Papers, 39ft. 6in. long, by 24ft. 6in. wide, together with an 
anti-room thereto, which may, if necessary, be fitted up for a similar purpose^ 

25. In recapitulation, Ybur Committee observe, that this plan of Sir 
Robert Smirke comprehends all the objects desirfed by then). It leaves un- 
touched the two Committee Rooms (Nos. 1 8 and 19)> which the Plan of 1836 
proposed to absorb into the Library ; it adds^ an area for Members, ak 
««11 as waUs for bodks, dout^ in extent to |h€i prteent ; and it provides an 
interawdiate room^ in which the Librarian may sit, and a lobby in which 
a Messenger may be pJaced, all within one entrance, and on one floor;; 
thus requiring no addition to the number of officers employed ; an addi- 
^on which, if the Library were on two floors^ would be necessary ; while, 
in the floor below, it adds an apartment for the Papers of The Hou#e, 
ivhich will provide adequate accommodation for them for a very great 
number of years. 

, 26. The cost of this Plan^ including fittings-up for books, will be a sum 
iiot exceeding i£. 4,000. The Committee suggest the expediency of beginning 
the work fortnwith, in order that, if possible, the new building may be in 
readiness at the commencement of the ensuing Session. If, however, this 
reskilt.should not be practicable, there is at any rate this recommendatioi;i 
in the Plan now proposed, that its progress, more or less, will not in any 
degree aflect any accommodation which the existing Library at this 
moment supplies. 

r 1 

^ ,27. The only jfegret which the Committee feel in recommending this Plap 
tQ Jth^ adoption or The House, is, the inconvenience which the Clerk of 
tlie, House will sustain by the carrying, as propQse.dj the present line of 
the Library to such an extent eastward as to destroy a large part of the 

{)leasurable view from his house, und to encroach several feet along tb^ 
ine of his garden, and thus to destroy several of his trees and shrubs: and 
Tour^Committe^ feel that their regret is increased by the willingness with 
wliich t;hal; officer withdrew his objections to the Plan^ when he saw that 
tEe different objects of the Committee could not in any other way be 
attained. 

in. — Th^ future Regulations for the Preservation and Mflnagement qf ^h^ 

Library. 

28. Your Committee in considering this subject^ desire to express their 
entire satisfaction at the mode in which, under Mr. Speaker's direction, 
the: Library has been hitherto preserved and managed, and iaX the appoint- 
ments which the Chief Clerk, by virtue of his office, has made therein ; 
and they cannot withhold the expression of their regret at the losd which 
the House sustained by the death of Mr. Spiller, the late Librarian. The 
new arrangement contemplated, and the increase of books which the, 
adoption of the preceding recommendations of this Committee impUes, 
isender it, however^ probable, that the other duties of >Mr, Speaker would 
scarcely afford him leisure for the increased trouble which the continuance 
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6f his personal and single- superintendence may occasion to him. Your 
Committee ire therefore disposed to ddopt, in part, the view taken by their 
prtdfecessdrs in 1830; and to propose that, at the commencement of feach 
Session, Mr, Speaker should name a standing Committee of Five, including 
himself, to whose direction should be referred all matters relating to the 
Library ; the patronage to remain where it now is, * 

29- In the meantime, however. Your Committee are unwilhng to omit the 
suggestion of their opinion, that the service of the Members ot this House, 
for whom only the Library is intended, does not require that it should 
remain open during the whole period of a Prorogation. The attendance of 
the Librarian and Assistant Librarian is greater than that of any in similar 
Mations in any other Library in the United Kingdom ; and Your Coro- 
mittee cannot but feel, in respect to Mr. Spiller, whose loss they have 
already noticed, that the almost unbroken labours of his ojKce contributed 
too fatally to the close of his life. 

30. Your Committee think it right also to observe, that the salary of the 
Librarian is too low to repay the undivided attention of any gentleman 
^qualified for the office, particularly as it does not lead to his sharing in 
the chances of rising to more lucrative situations under The House. If 
that indeed were the case, it would be open to a new objection, since it 
would tempt an individual as soon as he might acquire the full facilities 
of discharging his duties in the Library, to accept the first opportunity of 
leaving them for any station of higher emolument connected with the 
general business of The House. . Your Comn^ittee therefore think tha^t the 
salary of the gentleman who is to fill such an office as that of Librarian to 
The House, ought not to be so low as £.300 per annum; and they recom- 
inend accordingly that it be raised from £.300 to £.400, to take effect 
from the 5th instant : and that it be increased at the rate of £. 20 per 
annum for the next five years. They recommend that the salary of the 
Assistant Librarian should be raised from £.150 to £.200; and that it 
be increased at the rate of £. 10 per annum for the next five years ; on any 
vacancy in either office, the salary of each to commence at £.400 and at 
£.200 respectively, rising as above recommended. They recommend t^iat 
the sum of £.1,000 be allotted for the salaries of the Librarians, and for 
the supply of books, beginning with £. 1,000 to supply the mor^ imme- 
diate deficiencies of the Library ; and that the difference between such 
salaries and such sum (a difference every year diminishing) be applied to 
the purchase of books ; the sum required for which will, as the salaries 
increase, be in like manner every year diminished. When The House shall 

• No. 389, ordered Consider, that by a Return lately laid upon their table,* their First Door- 
to be printed keeper received (including, indeed, gratuitous emoluments, as well as 

18 April 1832. y^^g ^^j g^j^^^^ £^^ ^^^ y^^^ jggp^ £.786. 14. 6. and for the two Sessions 

of the year 1831 the sum of £.1,424. 7. 3. ; and that the %ery Mes- 
senger of the Library received a sum exceeding that of the salary of 
\he gentleman, then and now Assistant Librarian, they will . not, it is 
presumed, think that the increase at present proposed ror the service of 
the Library is excessive. 

IV. — The State arid Condition of the Printed Reports and other Papers 

presented to The House. 

31. This subject, the fourth and last, intrusted to the inquiries of Your 
Committee, has already, in the preceding parts of this Report, been noticed, 
so far as the space required for the safe custody of them is in question. 

32. The Classification of them, and the facihty of reference to them by 
Indexes, remain to be considered. 

33. The 
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33. The Classification of the Papers of The House (ordered to be printed Rep. of Com. i July 
between the years 1801 and 1826,) was formed in pursuance of the ^^^rt .!^^ ^^'N^a 
pf the Library Committee of 1825, of which Mr. Spring Rice was Chair^ 1830.*^*^ ^ *' 
pomn» Sets of this. Arrangement of Volumes of Pariiamentary Piapers have 
been since given to certain individuals in the highest offices, and to.. the. 
Library of the Chamber of Deputies, as already noticed, as well as placed 
in the Library of this House. ' . 

' 34*. It has been suggested (and Your Committee adopt the suggestion) 
that a Second Series, from 1826 up to the close of the present Session, should 
be made up, as a temporary arrangement, for the use of the Libiiary of The 
House; and that, at the expiration of another seven years, the articles 
which may be printed in the mterval should b6 incorporated with those of 
the last seven years, and a permanent Second Series be thus formed ; 
the Index of the first, from 1801 to 1826, being theq re-printed with the 
incorporation of the new matter to be indexed in such Second Series. 

35. It has also been suggested by Messrs. Hansard (and Your Committee 
here again adopt the suggestion), that it is expedient that whenever any of 
the Reports now out of print be reprinted, as is frequently required when 
the subject to which they refer comes again under discussion, such marks 
might be adopted on the title-page and in the paging of such several 
reprints as, while the individual character of each shall be preserved, might 
mark* its locality in the Classification of Parliamentary Papers. Thus in 
the course of years the volumes would have, by a gradual process^, all the 
uniformity of a reprinted edition without the expense of a general and 
immediate execution of a plan for that purpose, while each individual 
Report would still, as now, be applicable to distinct purposes. 

36. In connection with the Classification of Parliamentary Papers, Your 
Committee submit to The House certain suggestions on the mode of gi\nng 
to the Printed Proceedings of Parliament, which will always form the 
ifnost important portion of the Library, an increased value, by increasing 
the facility of ascertaining their contents. 

* 37. As there is much valuable information rendered unavailable, fromthe 
absence of any means of reference to the Appendixes of Reports of Com- 
mittees, and of Commissioners, Your Committee recommend that an 
Index to such materials from 1800 to the close of the present Session, 
should be compiled, similar to that subjoined by Messrs. Hansard to the 
CoUectibn of Reports dated prior to 1800, and printed in 15 volumes, 
fblio. 

38. The General Index and classification of Papers prepared by Messrs. S^ No. Si. 1830. 
Hansard to the Sessional Papers from 1801 to 1820, have been found if^^^^i^^^""' 
eminently useiiil. The work is now out of print, and it is often applied 

for in vain : a continuation of it has been prepared by direction of 
Mr. Speaker. 

39. Your Committee recommend that One General Index be formed, 
incorporating the existing Index of the fifteen volumes, and the existing 
Index of the Sessional Papers from 1801 to 1826, with the Index now 
recommended to be formed, in respect to the Appendixes of Reports, and 
also, with an Index to the Sessional Papers from 182^6 to the close of the 
present Session ; and lastly, with an Index to the Papers furnished from 
The House of Lords. 
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12 REPORT FROM SEXECT COMMITTEE ON THE 

\ 40. Your Combitiee further submit to The Houfie the expediency of 
directing ani Index to be prepared and printed ; 1. Of the Private Acts from 
the earliest date ; 2« Of the Local and Personal Acts from the earliest date, 
similar to that prepared by the late Mr. Spiller to the Public Statutes, 
from 1800* 

41. The Committee feeling the value of the General Index to the Jourttab, 
which is at present prepared and kept by Mr. Vardon, the Librarian, on the 
plan originally adopted bj Mr. Spiller, are led to desire, that a similar plan 
Inay be adopted in preparing the Annual Index to the Journals* At present 
a Member desirous of knowmg whether any given place may have sent up 
a Petition to The House on some question, in reference to which the Peti- 
tions have been numerous ; or, knowing that such Petition ban been pre« 
rented, and desirous only of ascertaining on what day, and under what 
circumstances it may have been presented ; has, under the actual arrange* 
ment of the Index, very little assistance* That Index is alphabetical on 
subjects only ; thus, for instance, if the question be, whether Aberystwith, 
or Bedford, or Colchester, or Dartmouth, sent up a Petition on Slavery in 
the Session 1830*1, twenty-six folio eolumas very closely printed, must be 
searched, in order to ascertain the fact. An Alphabetical order of Places 
and Persons, ought, as in the Manuscript Index kept in the Library, to 
])e adopted in the Printed Index of the Journals. 

42. Connected with the subject of the state and condition of the Printed 
Pap^s is a minor point, which yet Your Committee think not undeserving 
of teing brought before the notice of The House. Your Committee feel 
the convenience of an alteration made in 1830, by the addition of printing 
m the Votes the name of a Member on whose motion a Paper, or Return^ 
is ordered to be produced ; and they feel the convenience of a second 
alteration, made in the course of the present Session, by endorsing on the 
Paper, when produced under such order, the name of such Member, 
^ey think it equally desirable, for the purposes of reference, particularly 
in future years, that when a Bill is brought in^ the name of the Member, 
bn whose motion leave has been given to bring in such Bill, should in Uke 
manner be endorsed thereon ; and that in printing a Petition in the 
Appendix to the Votes, the name of the Member presenting such Petition 
should in like manner be prefixed thereto. 
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SIR ROBERT HAR^Y INGLIS, BART. 

IN THE €HA]R. 



I. 

2. 



Thomas Vardonj Esq. called in ; and Examined. 

WHAT office do you fill in the House of Commons ?-^Librarian. 
How long have you been connected trhh the Library of the House of 
Commons, either as Librarian or Sub-librarian ? — I was appointed in 1828, in con- 
sequence of the Report of a Committee of the House of Commons stating that 
the Library was not eflScieut, for the want of greater assistance, and Mr. hey 
then appointed me as Assistant Librarian, and I succeeded to the office of Librarian 
in September 1831. 

3. What is the size of the present Library ? — It is 55 ft. by 23 ft. and 13! feet high. 

4. Does that room afford accommodation for the books which are at present in 
your custody ? — No, it does not. 

5. Where are the books placed which are not contained in that Library ?~In the 
Committee rooms over the Library. 

6. Do you find such arrangement convenient, or is it not matter of complaint by 
Members of the House ? — It is not a convenient arrangeipent, at present. 

7., Are the Members, aware of what books belong to the I^ibrary, or not? — 
t should' think they are, since the Catalogue of the Library has been published. 

8. Has that Catalogue been reprinted ? — No, not since it was first printed in 
1 830 ; since that, there has not been an accumulation of books sufficient perhaps to 
warrant a reprint of it. 

9. Is the Catalogue sent round as the Journals are sent, or otherwise ? — It was 
merely delivered as a Sessional Paper in the year 1 830, as any other Sessional 
Paper is ; but it can be had by application to The Speaker at any time, if there are 
any copies in storei 

10. Have many books been added to the Library since ? — Very few. 

n. Have you a Catalogue of the Library, interleaved, which you can produce to 
^he Committee? — Yes [producing it.] 

1^. What is the total number of books now in the Library ? — About 4,150. 

13. In the actual room called the Library ? — Yes. 
: 14. What is the number of books in the rooms above ? — The book$ in the rooms 
above are the duplicate copies of the Statutes and of the Sessional Papers, which are 
about 1,500 volumes more; they are duplicates oC what are in the room below, for 
^he use of the Committees. 

1 5. Is there any volume in the Library headed " Desiderata," in which Members 
can write the title of books, the want of which they may experience, and the supply of 
which they may probably suggest ? — Not at present ; we have been in the habit of 
making a list of the books that Members have asked for, which are not in the 
Library. 

16.' In what way are such books supplied, if at ^11, for the service of the House of 
Commons ? — I believe I have never sent in any list to The Speaker since I have 
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Tiomas Varion^ b^jj Librarian ; but I rather think Mr. Spiller used to forward the list to The 
^" Speaker on any particular occasion of books being called for ; but if any have been 

15 May bought by that means/ they have been very few. • 

183a. ^7. Since February 1830, no books have been so added ? — No. 

18. That being the date of the Order of the House of Commons for printing the 
present Catalogue ? — Just so. 

1 9. In the former Committee it was suggested, that it w ould be desirable that 
the Library of the- House of Commons should contain complete sets of the Acts 
and Proceedings of the Colonial Legislature, of the Chapnber.of Deputies and 
Chamber ofPeers in France, and of the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States ; have any and what measures been- adopted, 4o your knowledge, in- 
order to procure such supply for the Library of the House of Co«imans; 6rst, as 
to the Acts and Proceedings of the Colonial Legislature ? — Stir (joE>rge Moifay tffok, 
some pains, I believe, to procure us the Colonial Laws, and wrote on that sai]^tt(9 
all the Colonies ; and the Librarian at the Colonial Office has forwarded to us, since 
that period, several, sometimes separate Acts and sometimes a small volume of the 
additional Acts of the different Colonies, as hie has received them, for our use ; but 
as yet our sets are very imperfect indeed. In regard to the other papers alluded to, 
I ata not aware of any proceedings having been taken to procure diem for the 
Library. 

20. From the Catalogue of the Library now produced, it appears that the House 
of Commons does not possess the Lords' Cases, cases heard and determined by 

• the House of Peers r — It does not. 

21. It appears by the Catalogue that the Library of the House of Commons 
possesses no complete set of the London Gazette ? — We have got them for several 
years back ; from the year 1 795, I believe, not further back than that j we have 
them now every year. 

22. It also appears that you have no collection of the Private Acts which have 
passed the two Houses ? — I think we have one of the best collections of those, that 
is extant. In the year 1 829 a large £et was made over to us from Mr. Dorington*s 
office, the Clerk of Fees, consisting of Road Acts and Private Acts. 

23. In the Evidence of Mr. Whittam, in the year 1 825, it was stated, that in 
a room in the House, belonging to the Clerk of the Journals, which office that 
gentleman at that time filled, there were complete sets of the printed Papers, from, 
the year .1731 to the year 1800 inclusive; has that collection remained in the 
custody of the Clerk of the Journals, or has it been removed since that time?-r-. 
There is still a set of tb^ Printed Papers in possession of the Clerk of the Journals, 
directed to be perpetually preserved in his Office. 

24. Does there exist, to your knowledge and belief, in any repository of books 
in the kingdom, a complete set of the printed Papers of the Commons House of 
Parliament? — I believe not. , 

25. Is it within your knowled^^e or belief that by any means within the power of 
the Treasury a complete set could now be made up ?~ I rather think not. We 
have JO volumes of Bills between 1731 and 1800 included in those Sessional 
papers alluded to in the Evidence of the Clerk of the Journals ; and I should think 
there must be several deficient, and many papers also. 

26. Has the Treasury taken any cognizance of the Library, or have yoi^ any 
means of increasing the stock of books ?-r-No, I have not. 

27. Then it is not. any body's business to ascertain whether any books that iqight 
be of value to the Library of the House of Commons come into the market? — No.. 

28. Have you. any collection of the Proceedings of the Scotch Piirliament, as 
distinct from the Acts of that Parliament? — None whatever. 

•^9. Have you any collection of the Proceedings of the Irish Parliament, as dis- 
tinct from the Acts of that Parliament? — We have the Jgurnals of Lords and 
Commons, and the Debates, of the Irish Parliament, except the last volume (the 
Union volume), which 1 believe it is very difficult to get. There have been very con- 
siderable, pains taken to procure that particular volume, both by the Treasury and 
by Sir Henry Pamell personally. We had two sets sent over from Ireland, in 
hopes that one might contain that, but it did not; they called it a complete set 
without that volume, for it was impossible to obtain it. 

30. What available space is there for any increase of books, reckoning only such 
increase to consist of the Sessional. Parliamentary Papers? — At the present moment 
there is not I should say an inch of available space in any of the rooms I have 
Under my charge containing books. 
' ^ • :i\. Have 
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31. Have you any Catalogue of the Lords' Library r-^It is not printed- They 
have a manuscript • copy. Their Library consisted principally of Law and Parlia* 
mentary Books, till within the last year, since which they have purchased & large 
quantity of other books. 

32. What number of Members ordinarily attend the Library, and avail themselved 
of it? — It varies very much indeed ; the greatest number that I have ever seen in. the 
Library in the course of a day has been about 95 ; there is generally, I should thinkt 
from 60 to 80 daily ; it has very much increased of late. The annual increase of 
the Sessional Papers is now so much greater every year, as to render more room 
absolutely necessary. Here is a list of the manner in which the Sessional Papers 
have increased ; the number itihas increased each year* 

, The Volumes printed every Year are as follows : 

1801 . .' 

1801/2-. - 

18.02/3- - 

1803/4- - 

1805 . . 

1806 - - 
1806/7- - 

1807 - . 

1808 ... - 

1809 - - 

1810 - • 
1810/11 - 

33. Is the Library at present open all the year ?— Yes. - ^ 

• 34. From what hour to what hour is it open in the day ? — During the Sitting of 
Parliament, from ten in the morning till the House rises at night : and during th(^ 
Recess, from ten in the morning till four. 

35. Are you aware whether this is the case with any, and what other public 
library ?— It is not with any I am acquainted with. 

• 36. Is the Library during the Recess much frequentedj and if so, at what part of 
the Recess is it most frequented ? — I should say for the first two or three weeks aftei* 
the House is up; while Members are lingering in town» they have either to com^ 
plete Reports, or superintend the printing of them, or some arrangement of that 
description to conclude, that there are sometimes a few Members there, on an 
average seldom more than two or three in a day ; after that time, I have sat for 
months in the Library, and never seen a single person. 

37. What portion of time is necessarily occupied in arranging and cleaning the 
books and the Library ? — It takes about a month to go over the books, to see that 
we have lost none, and if mislaid, to find them in different parts of the House of 
Commons, and to see the rooms properly cleaned. 

38# Daring that jperiod, the Library is practically closed already? — Yes. 

39. You keep a List, as has been known, and is known to most of the Members 
attending the Library, of all Parliamentary Papers for which motions have been 
made? — Yes. 

- 40. Do you find that the same Papers, either exactly or with slight alterations, 
are again and again ordered to be printed by the House ? — Yes. Perhaps where 
regulation would be most beneficial is as to dates ; a Return will be moved for, for 
one year, from January to January, then there will be tlie same Return moved for 
from that January till the next April, aiid then some other Member will move for 
the same account, including part of the period already returned. 

41. Have you formed any plan for obviating that inconvenience ? — I have taken 
considerable pains since the Chairman mentioned it to me the other day ; but it in 
a thing, the more looked into, the more difficulty it involves, to draw up any plan of 
regular annual accounts, which Mould contain enough information to satisfy the 
House that more accounts were not wanted; I think it is possible^ but it^oald re* 
quire the assistance of gentlemen who have been in office, and paid attention Ur 
rtiat department of business, to form any such plan as m^ou Id satisfy the House. 
It seems to me, something similar either to the present form of the Finance Accounts, 
or an' enlargement of them, would very much answer the purpose; the Finance 
Accounts are the best, I think, laid before the House ; they have very good Returns- 
in them of Imports and Exports, and the amount of duty on each article separatdy,- 
and the sums total, which include the. Excise and Customs ; very good Shipping 
Accounts also ; and frequently during the Session the very Papers are moved for 
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nomas V&trdoi^ wUfth ate contaiiied in the Fioamc^ Accounts that is, a Member v^'iilmove fo^an 
^* Account of the quantity of any article imported in the year, aod the duty ihereiipOD; 

ZT'^ firhich.infbrmation ia frequently q<mtained in those Aocw^ r : , 

*^^«^' 42- Have you a List of the Books which have been applied fox by theMcB^v 

^ bers?-Yes, 

. 43. Is* that the List ? — ^That is it. 

44. What is the salary which, as Librarian of the House of Commons, you now 
receive ?— Three hundred pounds a year is. the salary • 

45. Are you aware what is the salary of Ihe Libmrian of the Home Office ?-r-lt 
is C9ntaincd in Ihe Pariiamentary Paper, No. 92, Sess, i830-:3i. 

46. Have you any other advantages, house, coaU, candles, or any thing of that 
sort ? — No, nothing of that sort. 

47. There is alleturn moved for and laid in print on the table, with reference to 
tlie salaries and incomes of t^e Officers about the House^ going down even* to the 
Messengers : — without inquiring into the salaries of other persons, what is the- salary 
so retiitned of the Messenger of the Library ? — All salaries connected with the 
House of Commons are printed and returned to the' House. ' 

48. Have you any Index of the Private Acts ? — No. 

49. Have you any Index of the Local and Personal Acts? — None, except the 
annual list, 

50. There is no General Index even of that collection of the Loca^ and Personal 
Acts now in the Library?— No, there is no General Index; in the year 1829, 
Mr, Spiller wished very much there should be one ; and while I was UndA Lib- 
rarian, he formed his plan of the way in which he wished it to be made, and 
I commenced working on that system, and have brought it down in manuscript 
till the year 1 827, but it yet wants arrangement and examination, 

51. Have you any Indfex to the Papers in the Appendixes to Reports of Com- 
mittees and Reports of Commissioners ? — We have no Index at all to Jthe Appeodixfi 
of Reports, which I think is a great desideratum, for Committiees are usually formecjl 
of those who understand the subject best, and they generally order those accounts to 
be laid before them which are of most vakie with reference to the subject referred to 
^em ; these Appendixes are bound up at the end of the Reports; they ar^ at the 
Ume seen by the Members who form tlie Committee; afterwards there is an appli- 
cation made at the Library for what they wrongly, but naturally, call an AccoiiAt or 
paper, laid before the Housp, for which we, having no reference at all to ih^se 
^ppepdixes,-can search in nothing but the Index to the Accounts and Papers where 
it is not ; it is; still insisted on that such a paper does exist, and then, after perhaps 
a very great deal of trouble, it is found put in an Appendix to a Report ; but beyond 
that there is no means of reference whatever to those Papers, In the Ses^tooal 
Index of Sfsssion 1831, Messrs. Hansard have, for the first time, noticed the Paper$ 
^d before the Select Committees c^ that Session, which gives considerable assistance 
as a reference to the Papers laid before Committees, 

52. Does, that allude to a particular Report, or. does it allude to the R^its of 
Qommittees generally ? — To the Reports of Select Committees only^ 

53. Have you anj Index to the Petitions and the Vot^ of each Sessigu r — There 
is an Index printed to each volume of the Journals each Session. 

54. That Index being alphabetical i^ respect to subjects^ and not being i^lpha- 
t)etiee^ in respect to places, you are obliged to ref^r aver many pages, in order to 
4iscovqr when a petition vfroin a given, place was presented, pr whether ai)y such 
petition was ever presented? — Yes, , 

i 55'. How many pages of folio, double columns, may in iyour judgment have 
occurred in any one Journal^ in reference to any one subject, all of which pa^saqd 
folufi^ns muaEtjBe examined in order to discover any particular name r-r- The greatest 
Qumberi I think, was in the ^lavi^ry petitions of last Session.; there the number of 
pages was 26. . , 

.^ 56, Can jpu, suggest any.mode Jby which the Index should be iqade alphajb^tical 
as to place as well as to subjects? — It would be merely turning thosecoluftins inCq 
^phabet* . . , 

57. By whom is the Index to the Journals at present compiled ?--» 1 1 is don^ 
under the, superintendence of }/l^. Bull, the CJerk of the Journals. 

. ^8. Such <an alteratipn b^ing found very convenient in the General Index to the 
4.o.ifrnaU, would it, in your judgment, be equally convenient in an Index tp thte 
Journals of each Session ? — I should conceive so. 

^ 59. J Have you any General Index of the Papers fwnish^d by the House of L^rds ?; 
-i-None Wjhateyer. 

. . . r I ^ 60* lis 
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^hey da not; E«i* 

61. In the abseoce of nii Index:, reference then is of oourse in proportion diflS* ■ 
colt?— Certainly. **2J^'* 

62. And the collection is in proportion valueless ? — Just so. *w» 
. 63. Are Members in the habit of coming and consulting you before they move lor 

ifreah papers, to ascertain whether the information which they desire be or be not 
already in existence on the table of the House P-^-Not genernHy ; since the Report of 
the last ComnHttee, I think those M^nbers who attend most to the business of the 
House have applied on several occasions to know, but not generally. 
. 64. Would it, or not, save considerable expense, as well as considerable trouble 
io the State and to the departments ?— I think it might 

65. Have you ever had occasion, since the Report of the Committee of 1830, t0 
send to the Cdonial Office for any laws of the Colonies in their possession, and oot 
transmitted to die Library of the House of Commons ?-^Not since 1830; they 
have been often asked for, but not sufficiently urgent to render the necessity of an 
application to the Colonial Office. 

66. The application being probably made while a debate was going on ?— Yes, 
67* But it IS in your judgment clear that a complete' collection of the Acts and 

Proceedings of the Colonial Legislature is essential to the due formation of a Library 
fox the business of the House df Commons ? — Certainly^ 

68. Have you made any estimate of the additional space which will be wanted, 
the number of square inches which will be wanted in surface, for the hookah of each 
succeeding Session ? — No, I have not ; but 40 volumes would require about 69 
inches ; I should think they would require five or six feet in length every Session. 

69. And about what height? — The volumes are about 18 inches, and the Journals 
are about two feet 

f '■ 70.. So that ydu may say. about ten Superficial feet?«*-^Yes, at leait 

- 71. For; books connected with the Parliamentary Proceedings of this counby, 

and such only ?-r* Yes. 

72. Without taking into consideration or cakulation any aocessioa to the Library 
of any other kind and frolB any other source?— Just so. t :, 

73. Are strangers in the habit of attending the Library, atid if so^ under what 
circumstances, by whose order, and from what time to what time?-r-Stmngi(rs jrt 
peqseot frequenting the Library, are permitted to remain there from the hour of ten 
till one, under the signaturt of The Speaker, which is given by him on the ai^lics!- 
tion of a Member for permission for any person to attend, , 

74. Are those generally strangers who are consulting the Library, or are Aey 
clerks to the memtors ? — I think generally for theit own purposes. 

> 75. Has the permission so granted to strangers to read in the Libraiy, been 
iwithin your koowledf^e oc belief attended with any abuse ?^*-I Imve understood so. 

76. Will you state to Ao Committee any instance of such abuse? — Mr. SpHlsr 
Ad mention to me once, that he believed short-hiBnd notes were tftken of a oonver- 
satioa in the Library, at the time the Members were consulting on some point ; bat 
lam not. aware of this cireno^stance of my own knowledge; 

77. In point of fact, have Members complained to you of die noise of talking 
geDcralfy in the Library r^— Yes- 

74. Has any plan be»^ soggested to yoo, or has any plan Suggested itself to yon, 
ibr enbtrgiBg the accommodation of the existing Library, other than diat whitfti 
was su^esttti to the last Committee by the present Sir John Soahe?*— Except timt 
auggested by Mr. Ley, in his Evidence before the last Committee. 

79. Do you conceive it essential to any plan of the Library, that (Jbe ^\uAt 
^bould be ivitfatn one ToomP-^No, I think if would almost be better, coiisickring 
the piesent state of the building, that it should be hi more than one loom^ 

80. But with reference to your own general superintendence over it, and. the 
powei^ of being useful to the Members who make use of it, would mc»pe thaa .one 
ffootn be convenient ?—^Yes^ I think it would^ coniidering the state of the thing 
altogether.. If you were going to build a Library from the ground^ I should say 
itJvbuld he better all in one, but as thbt is impracticaUe now, I think it i^ possible 
to do veiy well. I do not see any objection to the Library having distinct rooms, t 

, 81: Witfat^pect to the General Index of the Papers wfaicb 1ms been prepared, 
can you state to the Committee in what state of forwardness it is, and from what time 
to what timie it is proposed to complete.it?— An Index to the Accounts and Papers 
.was prin^inthe year 1 8a6, owingto the recommetidation^ the LibraryComalatee 
«xf the House; of CoiaDK>n5( by .Messrs.- Hansard, of all the: BiUs^ R^fK>rt% AuMnt$ 
.600. c and 
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WdPa'pfeirs laid before the House of Coii^mons from the years 1801-1826. ' From 
tlmt period to the present time, which includes seven Sessions of Parliament, the 
means of r^fer^nce are merely to the annual Index printed at the end of each 
Session. There have been several applications for this Index ; several Members 
have asked whether it could be got, and I understand frbni Messrs. Hansard it is out 
of ptintl . I believe there has been some wish expressed that it should be re-printed, 
and Mn Spring Rice- has suggested within the last month the necessity of it ; and 
-certainly- it is the mo$t useful and absolutely necessary Index which we have in the 
Library of the House of Commons, for it is the only means of reference to the 
Accounts and -Papers which are annually laid before the House. At the present 
moment we have about 150 volumes, without a general means of reference to them. 
Now if this Index were re-printed, it would be necessary that the subsequent yeart 
'ftom 1826 should be consolidated up to the end of the last Session before it went to 
press, which might be done without enlarging the size of the present volume, as 
^9ev6ral of the heads might be consolidated, and many minor improvements made, 
which would h6t increase the bulk. To revert to a subject mentioned before (the 
Appendixes to Reports) the want of an Index to the Papers laid before the Finance 
Coibmittee wais so much felt, that Mr. Spiller and myself were obliged to make an 
•Ifidex to the Reports and Papers laid before that Committee, for those papers hap* 
pened to be more used and more thought of than those generally laid before Com- 
mittees ; and although it went to seven volumes, it was merely considered the 
Appendix to the finance Report. 

< 82. What is the sum paid for making an Index to each volume of the Journals 
^at this moment.^ — I do not know« 



Luke G. Hansttrd^ 
Esq. 



' Luke Graves Hansard^ Esq. called in ; and Examined. 

83. THE classification of Parliamentary Reports, No. 81, 27 Feb* 1830, now in 
yoiir hand, was compiled, the Committee understand, in consequence of a recom- 
mendation of the Committee which sat in the year 1 825, by you or by your Firm ? 
•^—By myself, under my Father's directions. 

84. Have you formed any plan for continuing such classification? — It has 
occurred to me that if the Committee should think proper to sanction the re-prjnpng 
of the General Index to the Sessional Papers from 1801 to 1826, that it would be 
ve^ desirable to continue the classification of the Papers from 1 826 up to the pre- 
sent time, upon a plan similar to the classification laid down and recommended by 
the Committee of 1 825. . 

85. Would. you recommend that a second series should be prepared up to, the 
present time, for the use of the Library of the House ?— It appears to me that that 
.'would be very advantageous ; but that second series mi^t not of necessity be con- 
sidered as a permanent series, but in case in the course of any given time (say seven 
years) when the Papers are accumulated to a greater extent, and another arraiig^- 
ment might be thought proper, then a permanent classification might be made to 
take the place of this temporary one, and thus become a permanent second series; 
The present proposed arrangement, it appears to me, would be useful for the purr 
T[iose of the Librarv. 

86. To what otlier Libraries, in addition to that of the House of Commons, have 
series of Reports and Papers from 1801 to 1826 been made up and transmitted/^ — 
»A set has been placed in The Speaker's Library, in the Library of the Treasury^ one 
for the Duke of Wellington, and one for Sir Robert Peel; and there has been 
recently a complete set directed by The Speaker to be prepared for the Library of 
the French Deputies. 

■87. By the term ^' complete set," are the Committee to understand as complete 
as you from your stock in hand can at present make it up, 6r literally, a complete 
set or: complete sets, as the case may be ?— Certainly I should have made that re- 
servation, as complete as the stock would permit. I meant the word complete to 
apply to the volumes arranged from 1826, sessionally, up to the present, time, which 
are included in the set- which has been sent to the Chamber of Deputies. 

88. How many articles have been ordered to be printed by Uie House of Com- 
mons from 1801 to 1826 ?— About 6,580 articles. 

, 89. How many of those articles are at this moment out of print, that is to say, 
no longer to be found in your stock? — About 280. 

' '90.. What proportion of the remainder may be in store in very small quwtitits? 
^•Tbere are 2,38a articles, of which there are not more than from 12 to 50 c^pies,^ 
atod there are '2?900 article3/of which there are not mwe than from 50 to ico* 
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copies; of 609 articles, there are from 100 to 250 copies; and of 410 articles, 
there are upwards 6f 25O copies in stor6. - - - 

91. Of the articles wholly out of prfnt, and out of store', do you find many for 
which applications are made to you by Members of the House under orders from 
the Speaker? — Of the Reports, certainly there are many for which applications .are 
frequently made. There are above 74 Reports out of print, 36 of which are in- 
cluded in the classification of 1801-1826; and of the Accounts and Papers, there 
are about 206 out of print. The applications for them specifically are 'not to so 
great an extent as for the Reports ; and the deficiency is found generally when 
selected articles, separately or in classes, are desired on particular ju b kc tau, 

92. Do you keep an account of the applications made for particular Papers, 99 
that you could furnish to this Committee a statement of the proportion in which 
any given Report may or may not be an object of research among Members ? — ^I am 
apprehensive such information could not be furnished ; but subjoined is a list of the 
Reports alluded to. 

93. Is the General Index to Sessional Papers one of those now out of print ?— It is. 

94. Has it to your knowledge and belief been found of great use, sa far as ^ou 
can infer from the frequency of applications? — ^Judging from applications niade for 
it, I should conceive it has been found of considerable use. The experience that 
we have of its utility, is derived from the use which is made of it in forming selections 
of Papers that are required either by Committees of the House, by Memb^3» or by 
the Public Officers, and persons in Administration. When any subject is under 
discussion requiring information on any particular point, then applications are made 
to us for a selectibn of Papers, either individually or collectively, on those subjects; 
Without the means which that Index affords, we should find extreme dffficulty and 
great delay in making the selections required ; but with that we find the Papers with 
great facility, and are enabled to furnish them with accuracy and expedition. 

' 95. The Committee presume, if the House of Commons were pleased to order a 
re-print of that General Index, it would be thoiight expedient to incorporate therewith 
the Sessional Indexes since its compilation; what is your opinion with regard to that ? 
— I should think unless that were adopted, it would diminish the utility of re-print- 
ing it very greatly. 

96. Have directions been given to you in furtherance of that suggestion by The 
Speaker, for the purpose of incorporating it? — Certainly; communications have 
been had with The Speaker ; and in consequence of the applications which he under- 
stood were made for that Index/ he has directed us to be prepared in collecting the 
materials for that incorporation when it should be thought proper to be adopted. 

97. What has been the number of volumes printed by order of this House, 
sessionalfy, since the date of the Index to which the l&st questions have referred ?-^ 
They form 148 volumes. 

98. Have you a list of the way in which they are subdivided, as to Bills, Reports 
and Papers ? — I have. The same is as follows : 

Number of Volumes from 1801 to 1826; see Classification and Breviate, pp. 1.3. 
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Number of Volumes from 1826-7 to 1831, as follows : 

Sess. 1826-7 : Vols. 

Bills ... .... . . . 2 

Reports - -- -'- - -- -.-11 

Accoutits and Papers - - - -.-- - 13 

Sess. 1828: 

Bills ......... 3 

Keports - . - -- - - ---12 

Accounts and Papers -- - -* -*. - 12 

* ■ ■• .— — 

Sess. 1 829 : 

Bills . . . - - - . - - - 2 

Reports .^ - - - - -• - .- - le 

Accounts and Papers - - - - •. - -12 

Sess. 1830: 

Bills . . . . - - - - . .3 

Reports - -' - - -- -- - "^3 

Accounts and Papers ... . " ^7 

.^-.*-<>"^' *'•'•■••' - ' ■' — 
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Vols. 



26 



27 



26 



33 



?ess. 
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Esq. Bills 



Reports - t 
tg May, Accounts and Papers. 

Sess. 1831: 

Bill* - - - 
Rieports - - - 
AoQoantB and Papers 



Total 



Vol«-. 


Vok. 


2 




'2 > 




12 






i€ 


3 




9 

8 






20 - 


- 


148 



, 99. Could the. Index, as completed according to the last suggestknis, be prer 
mnd and nmde ready for the use of a succeeding Session of Parliament during tlie 
Kecess of the present ? — I should expect it might, if the Recess were of an ordinary 
, duration* 

100. In reference to that dassification, is there any suggestion which, yop ]ifOuId 
desire to submit to th^ Qunmittee widi respect to the compilation of IxKiexes to ^ny 
^e|)arate Reports, or any other Papery, pfogfessiv^ly or otherwise?— Hiis dasfsifi^^ 
cation, end the fireviateof the a>ateDts of the volumes, were designed cc^ a substi* 
tute for the want of Indexes to the particular Reports .which are. there enumerated^ 
To the Reports which have been subsequently printed, at least the most important 
of them, ;aepara4:e Iqdexes have been compiled during the progress of the Sessioa, 
such as those 00 the State of Ireland, on East India Affairs, on the Poor Laws^ 
tmd several others. It has occurred to as, that it would be of very considerabfe 
ftdvantage if separate Indexes were made to the Reports which are contained in this 
classification. Th^ might be done progressively, and as opportunities occunsed. 
Tbese would then foon one collection of Indexes, giving a complete mode of 

. Defeveace to «dl the most important matters which are contained in the Reports of 
this period. 

101. In refer^ice to the state of the Papers of the House of Commons 'H'hich 
have been printed by your House, can you state to the Committee any general oh; 
f»eryatiDns with respect to their extent, the quantities now in store, and £lie means 
<>f preservation?— l!!he quantities of printed Papers now. in store are verycoasi* 
4krabl6. It is our constant endeavour to make the best arxangements for tbeif 
preservation in coj^timodious and safe warehouses. These now <x)nsist of ithree 
substantial buildings, besides i^arts of our two PxintiqgOfl^es, which are^pUed to 
the same pui:pQse. I wiU explain the arrangements which have been sji^pied for 
their preservfUion, and for the quick and accurate mode of having recourse to &em 
as wanted for the purposes of the House. The Papers that we have imder our cnp 
lure divided into two main heads, the Jour/ials and the Parliamentary Sessional Pafiers. 

X Besides the portion of Journals deposited in the warehouse in Abingdon-street fo{ 
the immediate use of the Members, another portion is deposited m one of our 
warehouses ; and a third, and the largest portion, in another warehouse : by which 
means every care is taken to prevent any a cc i de n t th at might arise from fire or other 
misfortune attending them. The sameobservation$ will apply to the Parliamentary 

• Papers. These are divided likewise into three portions ; one large portion is depo* 

, sited in a warehouse in the immediate neighbourhood of our Printing Offices, But 
detached from them ; another portion is deposited in a warehouse likewise distinct 
from them; and a third portion, far immediate use, is deposited ia our Printing 
Office. It , had always been a great object wjth our late Father to adopt this mode 
pf arrangement, in order that the Papers, which he always esteemed of great ^alae, 
should not be exposed to entire destruction by calamity of fire, and thereby pro- 
duce any inconvenience to the Public Service ; and as these Papers are not insured 
againsf such accidents, and are exposed to considerable risk, we considered that 
that was the best mode of providing for their safety. This subject has been fre- 

, quendy mentioned to The Speaker, and has received hia approbation. 

. 102. In^pur Evidence on the 30th of June 1825, it was stated, that the dtf- 

-ference of expense "between re-printing *the 15. volumes of Reports ina^rge size, 
and in a small size, would, you feared, be equal to nearly 50 per cent. ; and that 
question and answer were followed up by another, "Would it be 50 per ceot. mwe in 
** the smaller size?'' to which you replied, " Yes":--are the Committee to understand, 
by these questions and answers, that in your judgment the expense of re-printing tlie 
1 5 volumes in a small size would be greater to the extent of 50 per ceot or to any 

extent 
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esteBt at all» tbw would be the expeme of m^rioting tboM Reports to tbeir oijpiiii) ^^ ^LJ^^^^' 
umait fiisae, a misappreben&ion appearing to exifit tNetweco Ae Repaid to ^hkli tfeif ^' ^ 

JBvideDce 16 aoDexed, aod the Evidence itself? --I am appreheosive that the <{Qe(Mifm , . ^-^ - 

at chat time was not distinctly understood as inferring to the 15 yoIububs only ; biit . iBjsf ' 
t^at the answi^ waA made nnder the suppoiitioo tlmt the qvttimi mfermel to itbe 
printing a continuaticm of the Reports from 1801 to 1826^ eillier in th» l^if^ 09 
Ihe upaller size. It occurs to me, upon the shorl coaaMawiiinn thnt I am ahfe now 
to g^ve the subject, tbu the 15 volnoies migbit^ if fe-prietod^ be so jarrangad a^ 
fK>t to exceed tim expense of re-prtntiag them in the inrgo size. 

John Henry Ley^ Esq. called in ; and Examined. 

103. IN your examination on the lOth of May 1830^ before the Select Com* Jolm, Henry Ley, 
mittee on the Dbrary of the House of Commons, you suggested a part of the ^' 

^nJMin^ fadoD^ng to the House of Commons, in which if k ware desired to increase " 
the acooounodation for the Library, sndi accommodation could most adetmotely 
nod desimbly be found ; do ypu retain Ohe opinion you then expressed P-^lTes, I 
consider thai the best and most economical way of prDceeding : as the Officer of the 
House of CommottS, voder whose superinteivdence IJhe Library is' placed, I hctve 
tfkmvn out a Report nelating to the library, in which I bme stated what my opinion 
is ; with the penmssioii of the Committee I will read it 

Rkpdet and SuggestionB of the Clerk of the Hooee of CommoDi 
respeistipg nhe I^ibmry. 

The books at present in the Library amount to about 4,100 volumes, cpnsisting of book« 
Vdnimg to geoefal hitf ory, and also coiapieie sets ofiUl books and paj^s relatinff to the 
uaosactions of the Parliament^ qp u> the present time. The room m <»>i»plately 6m6 with 
books, ^and some arcaopeiaent must be .made for tbe piir^oseof admitting tbe usual Se^M^mal 
Pa[>ers^ which general^ arnonni to about 40 or 45 volnmes. Many books are frequ^^y 
inquired for, Which are not in the Library ; and although it would be quite out of the 
question that every book which every Member might suggest as proper to be added to the 
iLiibrary, sholild be added to it, yet there are many modem books, and also law-books, 
whieb it voiild be very conv^nieot to have placed in the Library. Tbe sum of about 2,060/. 
has been expended in books, but it was expended in books not of a de8cripti6n<4d he iof 
;aiuchuse to pecsoos in the habit of freqaenting the Howie ^f CommQas' (ij^i^Eiry, althpugh 
they were bpoks whi^h ought to form part of such a library i and although it may be doubted 
whether it might not have been more desirable to luive, in tbe first place, foxw^ » 
'Complete Library of modern books, connected with the transactions of the last century, tbaa 
to have e^qpendied the inoney in books relating to more remote times, yet there is no reaspn 
wby the. liouse of Commons should not be enabled to buy books of both modern «od 
ancient date for their Library, and tbat it should be made perfect for aH luraeiical parposes* 
It is suogested, then, in the first place, chat tbe sun^ of i ,000 /. or t ysop/. jneuld be advanced 
by tbe Treasury for tbq purchase of such books as may now be cousidensd l^aMng^a^ 
that there should be an annual advance of 300/. or 500/., for the Dispose 0/ •continu^Lljr 
and gradually adding to the Library. If there is an addition to tne books,- some meaa^ 
ioaust be adopted for obtaining more room for them. It is suggested t^at the pl^n proposed 
40 the last Committee in the Evidence of the Clerk of the House of Commons, is the best 
plan which can be .adopted, namely, to take the' whole bmldiog without eay alteration, for 
.the purposes of tbe Library, and tbat eadh room should b^ fitted npia^acominodiofisjDanA^r, 
and the.books classified in the different rooms. as proposed in that Evid^ace. Iq. regard tf$ 
other points, it is suggested tbat a considerable inconvenience arises from, s.tcaAgers beipg 
admitted into the prmcipal i'ooms, which ought to be kept entirely for Members; strangtjy 
can have no business in the Library, but to consult Padianientajry Documents; these they 
oaay consult to any extent by application at the Journal Office, where, however, they would 
j^ charged a fee; but auppoiing the House should consider that scHne sti^aogers ahould be 
jaUowed to examine Parliamentary Documents free of enpenae at the library, it^onU be 
infinitely better to have a Stranger's Aoom, where all the ParliameniMy Records fuiight'b^ 
than to give them access, during any part of ihe day, to the principal room^ which jihould JHI 
set apart for Members, and for Members alone; it is therefore suggested that no stoai^^i^ 
should tie allowed to come into the principi^l room for the purpose of study, although it 
d(bigfat nvt be objected to a Member bringing in a stranger with him, merely, to .show :lie 
Library, and only to remain as long as the Member. The Salaries of tiie Librarian aaa 
Skub-Jibcarian are paid by the Treasury; that' of the Librarian is 300^.- and Sub-librarian 
ijOi2. a year. Tbje Librarian has. an aliqrwanceof 8oi. a year for making an tadei; for ik^ 
Library, and ihe whole which he receives in xesipect of tbe Libnuy is 380/. a year. It is^ of 
the greatest consequence to the Library,.that the Librarians should be permanent ; $^d if:tbey 
'are to be permanent, their saligries ought to increase, so that they may have incomes equal 
tto .Clerks of the Establishment of the«ame standing, otherwise the Librarians will consider 
themselves entitled to be promoted in the other offices, and the Library will lose itt 
Librarians just when they are beginning to know their business. 
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Joki^ Henry Ley, ^^4' Supposing the above plan for increasing the Library* were carried into excfcu- 
taq. ' tion, what increase in the cstablishnoent of the Library would, in your judgment, there- 

• upon become necessary ?-^I should think it would be necessary to have two Clerks 

is May^ to be. employed under the head Librarian, and also two Porters or Messengers ; the 

*®3^* Establishment then would be, a Librarian, a Sub-librarian and two Clerks, one Clerk 

on each floor, and the Librarian and Sub-librarian in the principal room. 

105. For what purpose do you employ the rooms which are below the present 
Library ? — For Petitions presented to the Mouse ; the Petitions were found to accu- 
mulate very much in the office, and it was necessary to have a room on purpose for 
them. 

106. What reference exists to. the Petitions on any given subject in any given 
year? — There is a schedule made of ever}' Paper presented to the House of 
Commons, and you may have any Paper in the <:ourse of five minutes, or any 
Petitioo, 

1 07. Can you state to the Committee what sjpace is now occupied in the building 
of the House of Commons by the or^^nals of Petitions and ancient Reccmis^pce- 
seiited to PariiMaeiit ? — Presses are put up in every place in which they can posstUy 
be put up, and the presses are full ; so that considerable difficulty uow exists to 
put away the original Petitions and Papers that are presented to Pariiament; 

108. What class of Papers, or classes of Papers, is it the practice of the House 
to preserve? — Every Paper is preserved, every Account and every Petition that 
goes through the House in any way. 

109. And do you conceive that any use exists in the maiuteBance of these 
original Papers? — Certainly not, in most instances, especially all the original p^per 
Bills; 

110. From what period does any such collection exist in the House of Commons? 
— I do not know exactly from what period they exist. 

111. Do you conceive that there would be any objection to removing to some 
place of record the original Bills and Papers of Parliament? — I think a great 
number of them might be destroyed, without any prejudice to any body. 

1 1 2. But you do not conceive any necessity for keeping within the purlieus of 
the House of Commons the originals of these Papers, which exist generally in 
print? — No* 

113. Can you state to the Committee whether there would be any inconvenience 
or difficulty in procuring the insertion of the name of each Member on whose 
motion any Petition presented to the House of Commons shall have been ordered 
to be printed, such name to be inserted preceding such Petition in the Appendix ?— 
There would be no inconvenience in putting it in the Appendix ; there would be very 
great inconvenience in putting it into the Votes themselves. 

' ■ 114. Can you state to the Committee the sums expended by the Nation, either 
under the incidents of the Treasury, or the incidents of the House, or any othet 
way, for the compilation of Indexes to the Proceedings of the Commons' House of 
Parliament? — There is an Index to the Votes for the table of the House, which is 
charged 160/., and a copy of the same Index for the Journal Office, 100/;, and the 
Index to each volume of the Journal, 300/. The Librarian makes an Index to his 
Votes for his Library, which is 80/. Mr. Spiller was also employed in making 
the General Index to the Journals. The last volume of the General Index coo^e^ 
down to 1820; then from 1820 to this time the Index has been carried on by 
JVfr. Spiller. 

1 15. Js it now carried on? —It is, by Mr. Vardon. 

1 iv6. Do you know of any others? — No ; the Index to the Votes and the Imjex 
10 the volumes of the Journals are made in the Journal Office, and the Index to the 
V'otes iu the Library is made by the Librarian, and then there is a General Index 
for about twenty volumes of Journals, which is in a state of compilation by 
Mr. Vardon, taking it up from Mr. Spiller, for which he receives 120/. a year. 

^17. You limit your observations to the compilation of Indexes to the Journals 
jmd to the Votes of the House ? — Yes. 

. 118. Would you suggest any period during which the Library should or should 
not be dosed ? — In common Sessions, when the Parliament is up in July, I think 
the Library might be certainly closed for three months. The Libmry is a Library 
for ^fembers ; there is no necessity for keeping it open for strangers. I scarcely see 
any necessity for keeping it open for qiore than a fortnight before Parliament meets, 
find a fortnight aAer it is up. r 
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Venerisjlff" die Mail, 1832. . . .. 

SIR R. H. INGLIS, BART, in the Chair. 

IN the course of the morning, the Committee proceeded to examine the 
Long Gallery, and the Presses therein, the Ingrossing Office, together 
.with the inner Room belonging to it, and the Presses therein, the Koom 
under the Library where Petitions and other Parliamentary Papers have 
been deposited within the last four years, and the Rooms under the Long 
Gallery, inhere the Deliverer of the Votes and Printed Papers keeps a supply 
or store of such Papers, for the more imn^edfate use of Members. 

John Bully Esq. Clerk of the Journals and Papers, called in ; and Examined. 

119. BY the Evidence given by you in the year 1828, before (he " Select Com- *^^^ -^ir^, 

"mittee on Printing done for the House " it appears that all Papers which are ordered ^^^' 

by the House to be printed, are committed to your charge, and are dispatched by you jg w 

to the Printer ? — Certainly. 183*^' 

120. And it also appears, that when they are returned from the Printer they are 
deposited in your office? — Yes, they are. 

121. It also appears, that immediate facility may be had in inspecting Papers 
whenever occasion requires, the Papers being arranged in such a manner as to render 
them perfectly accessible? — Certainly ; we have schedules of all the Papers annually 
made out, so that by reference to these schedules any Paper may be found. 

122. 'Will you have the kindness to present to the Conimittee one of the earKest 
Schedules in your possession, and also one of the latest ? — This is one of the earliest^ 
[delivering it w], and this [delivering in another\ is one of the latest; there are no 
dates to some of these, but on looking to the earliest schedule, it seems that there 
are Papers inserted in it which appear to be miscellaneous Papers during the reigns 
of Elizabethand James the First, consequently much earlier than any which i^ppear to 
have dates in this. 

123. Be good enough to state what is the earliest date in the volume now 
in your hand, being the earliest schedule produced by you ?— The earliest date 
is 1607. 

1 24. To what date do the Papers extend which are scheduled in that volume ? — 
As far as 1 699. 

1 25. In what depositories are the Papers preserved which are so scheduled in that 
volume ? — In the presses in the Long Gallery ; the earliest Papers are deposited in 
the presses farthest south in the Long Gallery, and all the Papers enumerated in the 
volume which I now hold in my hand, are contained in the three presses in that direc- 
tion ; the last schedule begins in 1 828, and finishes in the second Session of 1 831 , that 
is, the Summer Session of last year, and it occupies a large folio volume, and the 
Papers are all contained in twelve double presses. As it is quite impossible to ascertain 
the space which the Sessional Papers will occupy till they are deposited in the 
presses, it is the practice, in making the schedule, to refer to one press on)y, although 
they may occupy two or three double presses. 

1 26. Are there any Papers in your custody which are not scheduled ? — That question 
1 cannot exactly answer; for it appears I have three schedules to which I have 
never had occasion to refer ; nor have I any recollection of their ever having been 
referred to. Whether they are schedules of a quantity of Papers preserved in the? 
inner Ingrossing Office or not, I cannot tell. 

127. From an examination of the Papers in the inner Ingrossing Office, made by 
this Committee, it appears that a considerable proportion consists of volumes ; is 
there any Index to any one of these volumes, or to the whole collected together ?-^^ 
1 am not quite sure whether the three volumes of Schedules which I now produce have 
reference to those Papers or not; I rather think they have ; I have never ascertained 
the fact, never having had occasion to refer to them, and therefore I cannot speak 
positively. * 

\The Witness here delivered in three Volumes^ marked " Catalogue of Printed Book;, 

** Journal Office, 1495-1659."] 

1 28. On an examination of the'first of these volumes, which is lettered ** Catar 
" logue of Printed Books, Journal Office, 1495-1659," it a[^)eara to. contain a 
very large miscellaneous collection of books and pamphlets upon Politics, History^ 
Religion ; in English, Latin, French ; are you aware where the books entered in 
such Catalogue are now deposited ? — I have not the least knowledge on the subject, 

600. c 4 nevet 
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John Buily never having had occasion to refer to tberri. I found these three schedules in an 
foq- ' inner press, where they had been kept for many years. 

'-^ — 129. When you found them, were they lettered as they are ttow? — Exactly in 

18 May, tijg same way as you now see them. 

1832. —j^^ fj^^ Gommittee understand thkt you do not know, and have no reason to 

TieUevfe, that the book» entered' in the Catalogue you hdve just delifered iii, are at 
ttiii moment in the possession of th* Commons* House of Parliament P*-^! really 
db not know that th^ are j I have no knowledge of it one way or the other. 

151. The Committee wish that before their next meeting you would be good 
etiough to prepare the access to the actual depositories where it is probable these 
Papers may be stowed? — I have no Places for papers any where but the presses 
which I have mentioned, and those which contain the regular series of Parliamentary 
Papers. 

132. The Committee understand that the three volumes of Catalogues whicl) 
you have delivered in are volumes received by you from your predecessor, vrithout 
any note or comment from which you- can collect any thing more than that they are 
mere Catalogues ? — Certainly. 

133. The Committee wish that the Papers in the inner Ingrossing Office may be 
looked at before their next meeting, with a view that you may be enabled to state 
more precisely what the contents of those presses may be ?— The Papersi in the 
inner Ingrossing Office do not appear to belong to my ofiice as Papers to which 
I can refer ; they are in my custody, but I have no means of referring to them that 
I am at present aware of, unless these schedules should, upon examination, appear 
to belong to them. 

?34. In the event of books corresponding to the titles in the Catalogues delivered 
in being to be found in your possession, is it expedient that they should remain in 
your custody, or might they not be transferred to that of liome other person ? — 
I think they may be very properly transferred to the Library of the House of 
Commons; T think that is the proper tlepository for them. 

135. By our next meeting you will be good enough to examine more completefy 
the state of the Papers in your custody, so as to enable you to state that the 
articles enumerated in the Catalogues do or do not remain in your chafge? — 1 will. * 

136. Or if you could, from any record in your possession, trace out the history 
of these identical volumes, or how they were macie up?^ — I believe Mr. Whittem, 
my predecessor, had them bound up in order to preserve them ; how he came bV 
them I do not know; I suppose he found them, as I found them, in the office,^ 
where they had been left by his predecessor. 

J 37. Are there many presses under your charge which you have never examined ? 
— No ; I. know what is in every one of my presses, with the exception of those in, 
the Ingtossing Office ; the whole of the inner presses in the Ingrossing Office I have 
not examined. 

13B. The Committee observe a stamp, apparently with the letters S. G. affixed 
to a large number of articles in the Catalogues which you have delivered in ; can 
you state 'what is the meaning of the letters so stamped ?— I have no knowledge 
^f that. ; 

. 139, Are you aware whether any books were ever removed from the immedfate 
custody of the officers of the House of Commons, info The Speaker's Gallery?— 
J amiiot. 

140. You produce a bundle of papers; from what depository does that bundle 
proceed r — From the presses in the inner Ingrossing Office. 

141. One of these is endorsed " Brought in hy Mr. Collitt, 25 March 1713-14;" 
will you refer to the volume of the Journal at that date, and state' whether on that 
day any and what document appears' to have been presented br'brou^t in by 
Mr. Collitt?--! mther think we can be certain that these Papers are not Papers 
presented to the House of Commons ; for, in the firfet place, I perceive tfiey have not 
the endorsement of the clerk, ivhich would t>e found on alt Ptipers presented to the 
Hduse^ neither do we find this Paper entered in the Journal of that date ; in> fact the 
House dtfes not appear %6 huve sat <m that dayi '. " ' 

142. The Committee observe' several marks ^anade in' pencil in the schedule of 
tb^ eiirnest Papbrs ^Hith von have delifvered in ; ^low do you aocopnt for:thjitST— 
Uray were taken xmN: fof the use of a Mefisberofthe' House, <tnd thesQ mar|^ w^r^ 
madb C3o ^low thit th^ bid bwn collated^ Mfd we left in order thai they mi^ find 
their way b«p6kt6 their pnoper places with greater facility. < . ; . i 
, 143* Is there any adec^ati^ ipace in th^ .existing d^osjtofi^ fpl the manusQrn^. 
•^ ^ ^ . . ' " P^?P?ts 
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Papers belonging to this House for any length of period ?— Certainly not ; I should joJniBuU, 

think two or three years will fill up all the space that remains, unless more press- Esq. ' 

room is found somewhere, according to the present increase of Papers. It wiH hardly 

be believed, that in the course of last Spring abobt 10,000 Petitions passed through *^ *^*3^' 

my.office, which ware all scheduled and put away, some of them very large: the ''^*' 
greater part of the schedule consists of reference to Petitipns only. 



Fewem, 1* die Juniiy 1832. 



SIR K H. INGLIS, BART, in the Chaiu. 



Sir Robert SmirkCi called in; and Examined. 

144. THE Committee understood, that you requested that (before giving in any ^^^ 
formal Plan of what you might consider the most desirable mode of executing their ^^^ Snnrke . 
wishes), you might have an opportunity of stating what has been the result of the 1 June, 
inspection which you have already taken of the present buildings and precincts, *®3a- 
Are you prepared to state such result to the Committee ? — Yes. ; 

145. Will you be good enough to state it? — I think I understood from th^ 
Chairman, that the object of the Committee was, not only to have an additional 
space for Books, but mor§ space also for Members ; this object might be obtained, 
bycoqnectingtbe two Committee* Rooms, Nos. 18 and 19, with the present Library 
by a small staircase, and fitting them up with book-cases. These two rooms will, 
I should think, give all the additional accommodation which the Committee may 
require; but if they are taken for that purpose, it would be necessary to provide 
two other rooms for Committees which, when another plan for enlarging the Library 
was in.conteinplation some time ago, it was intended to do by removing the Aug- 
mentation Office, and applying that space to the purpose of these additional Com^^ 
mittee-rooms : I think, however, it wpuld be quite impossible to convert the 
Aujgmentation Office into two Committee Rooms, without some material alteration, 
of the exterior, because the only windows which now give light to that office are but, 
four feet square, and are raised only two feet from tibe floor. If these two Com*, 
mittee Rooms cannot be given up^ I do not see any other plaii to be adopted than 
extending the Library, into the garden* . I do not think there is any other mode, 
for there is no space here in which new Committee Rooms could be built, nor could 
any rooms now existing be appropriated for that purppse, without removing other 
departments, which would require accommodation some where else. X think if 
these two Committee Rooms, Nos. J 8 and 19, could be given up, you would gain all 
the accommodation you require at the least expense. The next plan that appears, 
to me expedient, and the next also in consideration of economy, would be the 
extension of the present Library. ^ 

146. In extending the Library into the garden, would there be any capability of 
forming Committee Rooms over such building?— Not without great inconvenience ; . 
they would darken the Committee Rooms of the House of Lords and the apart- ' 
ments adjoining on this side belonging to Mr. Ley, and the eastern end of th^ 
present Library would then also be darkened. 

147. You mean, then, that the proposed extension shall be made subservient to, 
the Library, and to that only ? — Yes. 

148. You have taken into consideration all the . expense of removing all the 
books and deranging the Library ? — It would derange nothing. 

14^. Not for a time? — Not at all ; the present Library-room might be used till 
another was finished; I am proposing another, room; I would not make it an 
elongation of the present, but separate it, because I understood the Committee, 
wished to have a room in which those who are desirous of reading could sit con- 
vem'ently without inteniipticn. .1 

150. But stilt it would be one room only? — The new room would be connect 
with the present Library by a large door in the centre of the east end. * . 

151. Would there be sufficient light? — ^There would be plenty of light; there 
might be window^ On the south side as well as at the end. I should propose' to add * 
abput 12 or 14 additional feet to the end of the present room, by which as much/ 
light might be given at the end of thjB present Library as can be desired. - ' The bay 
window, which is at present at the' end of the room, would be removed to the end of 
the new one. There would be nothing over the new building ; tlie space under it 
might be open on -the sides; and arched above, and the* whole might be built and 
finished without inconvenience to the present Library. 
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« ^ ^ : . i5!2« iDo you thiik it would cpmpl6tely anawer :the pift-pd^eif we cokild tbroi^ 

Hobert Smirke. these two Coniimittee Rooms, Nos. i8 Md 19, into, a .sort of. GaUeryL?^n-^Na;. I 

* should propose to conmet them with. t|[ie pre^^oC Library by a small ^pdvate. stair- 

1 Jtine^ -QQ^, They must be sepa^rate rooms ; you : would: lose the object . itbat : i;^ ia ioew if 

•^^^* it were madeioto.one room of two stories; for the floor ibemg /taken sv way, you 

would have no additional space for Members at all ; they could pel: .sit in a narrow 

gallery. It does not appear to me there is.any alternat\ve buj Jp. spcrifice^ tbeae 

Committee Rooms, or to extend the Library.^ 

153. If (retaining the preseirt Nos. 16 and i«j as Committee Rooms) it should 
be ever thought necessary still further to increase the number of Committee Rooms, 
could that be done by raising at any time another stoiy over the pifoposed extension 
of the present Library ? — No, it would darken this next room. No. 1 9, which re- 
ceives its light from the side which would form the passage lb a i^ew room, and from 
the end, which you would block up* j > : . • • 

154. Would it interfere with both sides ? — Yes; you could not give Ug^l to it 
from the north side, being against Mr. Ley's house, and the passage wouM be on 

• * the south side. . . . ; . 

1 55« Does the plan which you have suggested for elongating the existing buitd-' 
ing propose an elongation below it, or tbe erection upon arches of a continuationf of 
ihe present floor of the Library ?— I should place the neNv ^oom updn* arcbes, unless^ 
the space below it iVere particularly wanted for some Other parpose. 

1 56. In contemplation of the ^pace hein^ partkutatly wanted, have you an^ 
objection to forming the apartments below ?-^Nonie whatever. 
'' 157. Is there any objection to it? — None whatever. 

' 158. Have you formcki any calculation, not cbmmilttng yoiirself to details, as to 
the relative expense of the conversion of the two Committees Rooms, 18 and i§J 
into the plan proposed ; and, on the other hand, of the elongation of tbe existing 
floor of the Library ?-^No, I have not. - 

' 159. But you have stated the elongation would be considerably more than the' 
cither? — Certainly ; the fitting up of bookcases in the robftis would be the same in 
either case, but thte expense of erecting the building to recieive them would be? 
entirely in addition. R might be necessary to strengthen the floors of these Com- 
mittee Rooms, Nos. 18 and 19, if they were to be fitted up for the Library. 
; 166. From your official expferience in superintending the business of tlie tvfto 
Aouses of Parliament, can you state to the Committiee whether there is any spaCe 
in Which you couW find tWo Cdthmittee Rooms for the service of this House ?— 
None whatever ; I inquired very much for a place in which a nunibier of books which 
were removed from the passage attached to the House of Lords could be put ; there 
were two very large closets in which Papers bdonging to the House of Commons 
were deposited, but I could find no place for them, and we were at length obliged to* 
provide cases in one of the passages. . ^ 

161. You have no fear that there would be any difficulty in making these two 
rooms, Nos, 18 and 19, sufficiently strong ? — None whatever. 

162. You have no fear that these walls might not be made j>ufficiently strong for 
the purposes of a Library, if it were necessary to adopt that plan? — No. ' 

163. Have you taken into your consideration the possibility of finding other 
space for the existing Coffee-house, called Bellamy's, in giving your answer (No- l6'o)>, 
thai; no space could be found for two other Committee Rooms for thje service 
of this House, in the case of the present Committee Rooms, Nos, 18 arid 19, being^ 
occupied as parts of the proposed Libriary? — There would be great difiiculty in 
providing elsewhere for that coffee-room. ' 

164. The space at present under the fsastern part of the Library is occupied by. 
Petitions and other Papers presented at thei table of the House ; have you examined 
that building with a view to ascertain its dampness or otherwise ? — Not particularly. • 

! 1^65. Ii^ reference, to any proposed f^pngation^ of the Library, 4:ould you m^e 
arrangements for continuing ttie building below it, under such circumstances, asttq 
ensure adequate dryness fpr the. Papers there to :be preserved ?~It is pevex* desirable 
t^ keep Papers upon the basement flpor pf a building so near the surface oi thq 
M[ater« I have no doubt we might takp means effectually to prevent moisture 
getting to the waits; but there is always, in a low situation of that kind, a, great 
degree of dampness in the atmosphere, which nothing but fir^s or heated air can 
counteract ; I would not willingly put any Papers of value in such a situation. 

166. Would there be any difficulty in providing adequate means of warming 
such a depository by means of fires or flues?— None at all. , 
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[ 167. To. what extent eastward have yoti contemiJated carrying the elongation Sif '. 

of> the existing Library ?*— That would rather depebd on the views of the Comn Robert Smrke. 

niltee; the whole space is about 125 feet. • 

r l68'. By the whole space being 125 feet, do you mieaoi ithej whole space owir rJutm. 

which the Ho6se of Commons has control, lextendlag from the eastern wall of *^* 

the present Library to the western wall, facing the: River^ adjoining the River P^*^ 

I do not exactly know what ground the House of Common^ has control over, for 

Mr. Ley's garden breaks in several feet upon, the line of Cotton Garden. 

^ 169. In the event of the proposed elongation <rf the Library eastward taking 

effect, would it be necessary to make any alteration in the existing boundary wall, 

^parating the garden of the Clerk of the House of Commons from the area now in 

front of the Library ? — It would be necessary to remove that boundary wall, in 

order to place it in a line with the nordi Wall of the Library. 

. 170. What space of the garden of the Clerk of the House of Commons do you 

apprehend would be removed by such an alteration ?-^I cannot state: exactly ;: about 

^ve or six feet. 

, 171. Would any trees of aa ornamental character be removed.?— One tree, which 

is close to the House. 

172. Uoes the existence of that tree at present materially affect the light of the 
present building ?-r-Certainly. 

\ 173* Of course/ therefore, it affects equally the light of the building adjoining on 
jthe otter side ?— Yes. 

' 174. Does it af&ct it more or less than the proposed elongation of the Library 
•would, do so far as its own length extended ?-^I should think not ; the elongatioh 
•of the Library would rather take from the pleasurable view of some of the wii^ws, 
but not much,, because the Committee Rooms of the. House of Lords^ project far 
towards the River. . ; 

! 175. Does the proposed elongation extend to the level of the present House of 
'Lords more or less ? — Rather less. 

176. Your general view, then, is, to extend the building to such a space as to give 
fthe House of Commons an addition of floor and of wail equal, or more than equal, to 
4he existing building? — I do not know what the wishes of the Committee are in 
respect to the additional space required ; it would be practicable to give as much ate 
(that, if necessary. 1 ' 

1 77. Does your suggestion comprehend the formation of an ante-ropm, takeki out 
leither of (he existing stairca^e or out of the existing Library, as well as an elo^g^tion 
on the eastern side ^ — 1 should endeavour to provide 9 3maU room for the Messenger 
out of the present staircase, by taking part of the. widq landing-place which there is, 
,and by a trifling alteration of the stairs ; between seven and eight feet might be got 
there. . . , 

178. With Ught?— Yes. . 
1 79.* And with the power of having a stove ? — Yes. 

1 80. Could you give in the elongation of the Library any more width, without any 
inconvenience to the light of the Committee Rooms of the House of Lords ? — Two 
or three feet might be added without any inconvenience. 

"181. You would consider that to be an advantiage, would you not?— I should 
consider it so, certainly. 

. ; [The Committee determined, *' That Sir Robert Smirke be instructed 

'^ to furnish a Statement of the. Expense of fitting up the two Copamittee 
" Rooms, 18 and 19, for the purpose of a Library, connecting them by a 

^ , " spiral staircase with the existing Library, and with a. Lobby, thereto ; 

** and that he be further instructed to prepare a Plan and Estimate of the 

^. . " Expense of elongating to, Ae East the existing Building in^ which the 

*^ Library is situate, and forming under it a Depositpry for the Papers of 

[ ' \ " theHouse.'q 

John Bullj Esq. again called in ; and Examined* 

1 82. SINCE your last examination, at which you were requested to make inquiry j^ ^uiL 
into die state of the books catalogued in .the three volumes delivered by you, j^, 

have you made such inquiry, and can you state to the Committee the result r-^ . . 

Icim. Since the last meeting I have examined these Papers, and And that die 
Papers referred to in these three volumes, which I produced last time, are to be 
found in the places which are refet'red to ; and I have very little doubt, .that by a 
comparison- of these Catalogues with the Papers generally, that they will be all found 
/ 6oQ, D 2 there^ t 
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Joik B«i/, there, except those that are marked S. G., which I have ascertained were moved 
^' many years ago, in Lord Colchester's time, into The Speaker's Gallery^ and S* G# 

< --^ means Speaker's Gallery; they are tied up in bundles, and they seem to me to be ia 

'i"^^' good preservation. I think another question was asked me, as to the farther 

^ ^^ contents of those presses ia the inner Ingrossing Office. In several of the pressed 

tb^e appeared to be s great number of manuscript accounts^ some of which were 
produced before the Committee, but I could not at that time explain to what they 
related : I have now discovered, that; they are a great mass of accounts whi(^ 
belonged to tbe Commissioners of Public Accounts, and are ftierely put there to be 
preserved. We have no means of referring to them, nor do we know >vbat 
they are, but I have some reason to believe that Reports have been made upon 
them. 

183. By the term, Commissioners of Accounts, do you mean those who sat in 
1786 and 1787, or those who sat at subsequent periods ? — It must have been very 
i^arly ; 1 do not know the precise period ; but many of them are of an earlier 
date. I discovered written up inside the presses, in chalk, *^ belonging to the 
Commissioners of Public Accounts." They never have been referred to in my time, 
and I have no recollection that they were in Mr. Whittam's time. I do not 
xonsider they werestrictly in my custody, for there is no reference to them ip the 
Journals ; however, there is this memorandum, in chalk, in the inside of the pres^ 
which states them to belong to tho Commissioners of Public Accounts. There are 
several boxes, the contents of which I have no means of being acquainted with ; 
they appear to have been boxes of about 1804; I h^^e ^^^y little doubt they 
•belonged to some Committees of that period. There are, besides that, a large 
^coUection of Returns relative to the Poor, something similar to those made annu- 
ally, but of an old date ; I- understand they are very imperfect, but there they are 
preserved. 

. 184. Do you recollect the dateP-r— I think somewhere about the old style, and 
I think they were reported on in the Second Report of Mr. Sturges Bourne; there 
r was something done about them, as far as' I could gain any information. 
. .185. But you have no means of reference ? — Except those three volumes. I dare 
say all those books will be found ; for I opened several bundles, and found a reference 
to .the letters printed upon them here. 

186. And do you fmd the number^ attached to them? — I only ascertained so 
mu^h as to show these, were the books to which the schedules relate ; I believe 
that in former times the' whole Library consisted of these books; they weife found 
in an old press, and they haid been there some years. 

' 187. Those that' are marked " S. G." were removed, you understood, to The 
Speaker's Gallery in* the time of Lord Colchester ; and what are become of the 
others? — The others are all in bundles in the Ingrossing Office, 

188. Do you suppose these came into the possession of the House at some one 
time, or that it was the habit of the House to go on purchasing pamphlets?— I have 
no reason to believe that they were bought by the House, but, I believe they were 
in the possession of the Chief Clerk as Clerk of the House of Commons, in whose 
custody every thing is- supposed to be; but bow they got there 1 cannot tell, ^nor 
can Mn Ley tell. Another thing I discovered was, twelve bundles of Petitionsk; 
this shows the inutility of preserving Public Petitions after years have passed by ; 
these appeared to be Petitions relative to the Bills for the safety of His Majesty's 
Person about the year 1 796, and against Seditious Meetings, and they were directed 
to be put by separately; and there is a reference in the Schedules, stating that 
ihey were so put by, and 1 do not believe that they have been referred to since ^ 
that is six-and-thirty years ago. 

189. In the year 1818, in 1823 ^nd in 1825, there were successive Reports 
from Select Committees^ on the General Index. In considering this subject, can 
you state to the Committee, from any inquiries or examination which you have since 
made, into what; compass a consoUdation of the already formed Indexes to the 
•f Qurnal$ of the House could be reduced? — I have no means of answering that; 

,. . Ibayenot turned my attention sufficiently to the subject, for that must of necessity 

.be. the result. of very minute inquiry; you must make up your, mind what ougbtto 

. be. omitted and what inserted ; if a principle were given, any one could make op 

his .mind, but that would, be a responsibility which I think should only belongto 
a. Committee. , re 

• Appendix, No. 5. .^9^- Will you take this Paper into your hands [a tPaper* was handed to the 
Witness] : can you state in reference to each press as it is there entered, what are the 
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Papers contained therein, by referring to that Paper?— They are in point of fact J^^ ^^% 
the original Sessional Papers from beginning to end. ^* 

' 191, What portion of the room contained in those presses is occupied by *~J 

Petitions ? — I cannot answer that. • ,33^/ 



Mercuriij . IS"" die Juniif 1832# 



SIH R, H. INGLIS, BART, in th^ Chair. 



Sir Robert Smirke, again called in ; and Examined^ 

192. IN reference to the order of the Committee instructing you to furnish a Sir 
statement of the Expense of fitting up the two Committee Rooms, Nos.* 1 8 and 1 9, ^^rt Smirh. 

ifor the purpose of a Library, connecting them by a spiral staircase with the existing """""T 

Library, and with a Lobby thereto, and further instructing you to prepare a Plan 1830!*' 
and Estiffiate of the Expense of elongating to the east the existing building in which 

the Library is situated, and forming under it a Depository for the Papers of the 
House ; have you prepared, and can you furnish, such a Statement and such Plan 
and Estimate*" accordingly ? — Yes. • Appendix, No. «. 

193. On looking at the Plan marked A., being a Plan for elongating the existing 
Library eastward, the Committee perceive that you propose adding to the length of 
the building an aggregate of al)Out 60 feet, being not quite on a level towards the 
east of the existing building of the House of Lords, and leaving about 70 feet to the 
River. The Committee perceive, in the first instance, that you propose to form a 
Room, 15 feet by 23 feet, to receive light from a lantern above, which is also to 
communicate a portion of light to the eastern extremity of the present building, and 
that you propose-to connect it with the present building by taking away the present 
windows, and leaving portions of the wall* as pillars, and that you propose to place 
windows north and south, and a chimney under the window on the north side : 
the Committee also observe, that, communicating with this room so lighted by a 
lantern, and by the side windows, you propose to carry a new Library, 40 feet 
long by 25 feet wide, to be lighted by the same windows which exist in the eastern 
front of the present Library, and which are to be transferred therefrom, and ta be 
lighted further by three other windows to the south ; would there be any difficulty 
in extending the aggregate of the building to the same level with the building of the 
House of Lords, adding to the intermediate room the difference of the size so ob«> 
tained for the general purposes of the Library? — There would be na objection 
whatever, as it would be adding only between six and seven feet to the length so 
pl-oposed by this Plan, and proportionally to the ex|)ense. 

194. The difference of expense would not, it is presumed, be very considerable 
in carrying such elongation into effect ? — It would be but a small addition^ 

195. By the Plan as now proposed, you furnish to the service of the House a 
hew Library, 40 feet long by 25 feet wide ; have you calculated what space such 
addition would furnish for Books? — The space proposed for Books id that Plan 
would pix>vide for about the same number as there are in the existing Library; or 
rather more than that number, being in the proportion of about 100 to 9a. 

* 196: Would not this proposed alteration have the effect of making the present 
^library very dark? — I think not at all, for as much light might be admitted by the 
proposed Lantern as 'would amply compensate for the windows which are to be 
removed ; I think, on the contrary, the room might be made rather lighter than it 
13 now, the present windows not being calculated by their form to admit the greatest 
quantity of light which might be expected from their exterior dimensions. 

197. The present windows to the east being further considerably obstructed by 
a large tree further to the east? — Yes, that tree of course excludes much light* 
- 198. By the second Plan delivered by you, marked B., showing the rooms under 
the present Library, and showing the additional Depository for Papers proposed to 
be made under the new rooms; the Committee observe that you would furnish two 
iiew rooms, one of either 15 or 21 feet, as the case may be, according to the increase ~* 

bjefore. suggested in question No. 1 93, and also a room below, 39 feet 6 inches long by 
24 feet 6 mches wide, with three windows to the east and three to the south; does the 
Estimate for such rooms include any and what sums for presses or cases for the 
Papers to be therein deposited ? — It does not include the expense of cases for 
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Sir deposkitia the Papers, as that wouhl depend very much on thfe riatute of ilie casef 

Eohifi Smirke, used ; if fliey are open racks, as used in part of the present Depository^ the expense 
'— — r— - would be very triffing; if they are inclosed presses^ the expense would be much 

^^jhi greater. 

^^ ' 199. The Committee observe, that in the Plan B., now before them, you have 

marked the presses and cases in the existing Depository on the same floor, and that 
they extend into every comer of the same, and even in. three instances into the 
staircase and lobbies; do you consider that' the ^existing Depositories are free from 
damp, and that the proposed Depository can be made adequately free from damp for 
the safe custody of such Papers as may be placed therein ?.-r-I think that some of 
the cases are placed in a situation where it could not have been intended to have 
them ; and they may be liable to receive some injury from dampness. 

200. And the. Committee observe with reference to the Ground Plan generally of 

jha proposed Building, first, that it closes an access now open between the west 

../ ; - *. '* -. front of Mr. Ley's house and Cotton Garden; and, secondly, that it assam'es (h^t 

five or six feet of the garden now occupied by Mr. Ley, as Chief Clerk of the Hous^ 

of Commons, might be taken for the purposes of tn6 Library ; with reference to 
^ * the first point, are you aware of any rij^ht existing in any one to have fre6 access from 

th? west front of Mr. Ley's house to Cotton Garden, or of any injury which may be 
sustained to the Public Service by closing up that access? — It was my intention to 
. ^ recommend that means should bfe afforded of entering the garden from the inter- 
mediate room, which I apprehend would afibrd all the convenience that is required 
for access to the Garden. I am not aware of any person having a right of* passage 
through into the Garden but for purposes of taking care of that and the buildings. 
, 201 • Does it lead to anyplace but the Garden, and is there, oris there not, 
anptbor^^ccess to that Garden on the south side by the House of Lords? — I believe 
thefe is another access from the other side, and it leads to nothing but the Garden. 

202. Has your official experience, connected with the buildings of the Two Houses 
pf f^arliament, led you to believe that there is any public benefit in such access re-^ 
mdning open?— ISone* that an opening in the intermediate room, as proposed, wiU 
yu^ equally afford- 

; 203. Is it essential, in your judgment, for any public purpose whatever, that^ 
there being an access to the Garden on the south side near the House of Lords^ 
there should remain any other access on the north side, either by the present passage 
01^ through the intermediate room ?— I am aware of none. 

204. Does your Estimate include any cellarage under this building ? — There is no 
space for. cellarage under ; it includes the expense of excavating the ground under- 
neath sufficiently to keep the Papers dry, but for no other purpose. 

.205. la it built upon arches, or is there any mode by which you can effectually 
keep the Pap^r^ free from damp, in consequence of the proximity of the River ? — 
I can effectually prevent the damp from rising, but the dampness of the atmosphere 
lb a building SQ near the River can only be counteracted by warm air. 

206. Then it i^of the proximity to the River, and not of the level, that you would 
fee afraid ?— Certainly^ 

I 207. P.oe3 ypur Estimate connected with the Plan include the expense of wam^T 
ing the new .Depository by flues or otherwise ?— It includes the expense olf warming 
lh^ room^* in a manner ^hicfa I should have no doubt would be found perfectly 
effectual by ; means < of tubes containing hot water. i 

* 20;8; Your Estimate states the aggregate expense at 3,500/., subject to an in- 
cteas^, if Ule intermediate room should be enlarged as suggested ; it ipcludes therefore 
the original cost of the machinery for warming by hot water, or steam or otherwi^ 
the btiilding now laid down by the Plan ; what is the general estimate for the animfil 
j3X|)ense of so warmipg a buiidipg of the size proposed ? — The plan of warming fay 
hot water, is found to. be the least expensive in the consumption of fuel ; nor dpe^ 
ft require more than the occasional attendance of a man who would have charge of 
other fires ; it requires very little attention. I beg leave to state that the aggregate 
eitpense of the Plan, if that Plan be increased as suggested, will be th$ ^um of 
about 4,ooo/. 
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APPENDIX. 



Appendix, No. 1. 



LETTERS from M. Girod, President of the Chamber of Deputies^ Paris, to the 
Right Hon. The Speaker of the House of Common^). 



Chambre des Deputes, Paris, le 12 Septembre 1831. 

Le President k Monsieur POrateur de la Chambre des Communes d'Angletenre. 
Monsieur, 

DANS une stance o& elle avoit k s'occuper de ses aflfaires int^rieures, la Chambre des 
D£put6s de France, que j'ai Tbonneur de pr^sider, a manifest^ le desir de poss^der le 
recueil des Rapports des Comit6s d'Cnqu^tes, etautres documens soumia au Parlement 
Britannique, pour eciairer ses discussions. Comme nous avons appris que ces documens 
ne s'impriment que pour Tusage particulier des Membres du Parlement, ne peuvent 
s'obtenir par la voje du commerce de la librairie, permettez-moi. Monsieur, de m'adresser 
k Tous pour vons prier de vouloir bien m'indiquer le moyen d'acqu6rir cette precieuse 
collection. De mon c6t6, je doanerois des ordres pour que la partie de noe publications qui 
peuif jneriter votre attention, vous f&t rjSgiili^ileiBent eovoy^e.' 

Venillez, Monsieur, ne voir dans cette proposition de la communication de nod trnvaqz 
respectifs, que le voeu de cotitriboer aux progr^s de la grande cause de la liberty 
constitntiooelk aiosi que rempretpeuMiit le plus sinc^e de resserrer ies liens de Testime 
r6ciproque et de la bonne intelligence qui, nous somuies fond6s it I'esperer, dblvent, 
d6sormais, unir nos dens Nations. 

J'ai llionnenr de tous offirir, Monsieur, Tassurance de ma haute consid6ration. 

D. Girod, de T Ain. 



Chambres des D6put£s, Paris, le ii Avril 1839. 

Le President k Monsieur TOrateur de la Chambre des Communes d'Angleterre. 
Monsieur, 

LA Chambre des D6putSs de France a re^u le magnifique envoi de documens 'parle- 
mentaires que la Chambre des Communes d'Angleterre a bien voulu lui adresser; je 
m'empresse de vous en exprimer toute notre gratitude. Je m'occupe de faire rassembler 
nos documens les plus importans, et ils vous seront prochainement exp^di^s. Nous 
et parous que cet envoi sera, pour la Chambre des Communes d'Angleterre, une nouvelle 
preuve de notre desir de voir consolider, entre les deux Pays, une union k laquelle lepr 
prosp^rit^ commune et le repos du monde nous semblent si fortement interess6e. 

J'ai rhonneur de vous offrir, Monsieur, Tassurance de ma haute consideration. 

B. Girod, de TAin. 
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Appendix, No. 2. 

ESTIMATE, by Sir Robert Smirke, of the Expense of fitting up the two Commitiee 
Rooms, 18 and 19, for the purposes of the Library. 

IN compliance with the Order of The Select Committee on the Library of tlie House of 
Commons, I beg leave to report, that the Expense of fitting up the two Committee Rooms, 
18 and 19, for the purposes of the Library, connecting them by a spiral staircase with the 
existing Library, and providing a Lobby for the Messenger, is estimated at the sum of about 
i>4oo/. And I have further to state, that the Expense of extending the existing Building 
on which the Library is placed, and forming on the lower Story an additional Depository for 
the Papers of The House, according to the Plans herewith submitted to the Committee, is 
estimated at the sum of about 4,000 1. 

In each of these Estimates is included the Expense of fitting up the two Rooms for the 
Library with Book-cases, and of completing them in every respect to receive the Furniture. 

Stratford Place, June 12, 1832. Rob* Smirke. 



Appendix, No. 3. 



LIST of Committee Rooms of The House of Commons. 



Nos^ 
1." 

'[ In constant use for Committees, and for Letter'^writing, during the tittiiig of 
Jf The House. 

6. In use for Committees, till the sitting of the House. 

7. Ditto ----- (this room has a Passage tbrough it to No. 6.) 

8. Now the Kitchen of The House. 

9. Appropriated to the Chairman of the Committees of Ways and Means ; a pcNrlion of 

it occupied by the Manuscript Journals of the House. 

10. Pulled down, by the Courts of Law. 

11. In use for Committees ; fitted up as a Court. 

m. Ditto ----- (lately occupied by the Court of Review.) 

^ A. I ^^^*^P'^^> during Term, by the Master of the Rolls. 
15; Iir use for Committees. 

16. Occupied for the Poor Returns. 

17. Oecastenally used for Comminees, and for the Papers of the Vote O0iee; lately bf 

. the Court of Review. , .. .. 



i8.^ 
19- i 



Over the Library ; in constant use for Conmiittees. 



do. I 

The Smoking Room: in use for Committees generally. 

J~» Bellamy, 
03 June 1832^. Deputy Housekeeper. 
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Appendix, No. 4. 

AN ACCOUNT of the Number of Committees sitting oa the Days under 
mentioned^ and of the Number of Committee RpoMs which such Committees 
occupied on those Days respectively. 





Nunber 


Nombet 


_ 


Number 


NeiDber 


SEBS. 1830. 


i4 Commiltcet 


ofRoooi* 


SESS. 1830. 


of Comoiitttes 


ofRoomt 




utUng. 


oocapM. 




tittiDg. 


occupied* 


Days: 






Days : 






April 26ih - 


3 


S 


May 7ih - 


28 


•19 


„ ayth - 


18 


la 


„ 10th - 


18 


»7 


„ 28lh - 


»9 


M 


„ nth - 


10 


10 


„ agtb - 


16 


16 


„ 12th - 


7 


7 


„ 30th - 


25 


»7 


ff i3^h - 


14 


14 


May 3d - - 


t7 


t7 


„ 14th - 


11 


11 


„ 4th - 


aa 


16 


„ 17th - 


11 


1.1 


» 5th - 


as 


IQ 


^ 18th - 


7 


7 


„ 6ih - 


»9 


»5 









* In this number is included the Members' Waiting Room, which on these days wa8» from the ; 
number of opposed Committees sitting, required to be used as a Committee Room. | 



Appendix, Na 5. 

STATEMENT of the Cubic Contents of the Space occupied by the Presses containing 
the Manuscript Papers, Sic. belonging to The House of Commons, in the Custody of: 
the Clerk of the Journals and Papers. . 



No. of Pres«e»i 



situation. 



Nos. 1 to 22, 1 

including dwarf Presses >Long Gallery 
over Doors, Windows, 8tcJ 



Nos. 23 to 25 

Nos. 26 to 32 - - - 

Nos. 33 to 39 - - - 

Nos. 40 to 48 - - - 

Nos. 49 to 55 . - - 

Nos. 56 to 58 - - - 
Nos. 59 to 63 

and Racks in middle 

Room. 



Not numbered 



- Committee Room, No. 11 - 

- House in Speaker's Yard, First Floor right-1 

hand Room, and on Staircase - - - ! 

- Private Bill OflBce .... 

- Upper Lobby - - - - - 

- House in Speaker^s Yard, First Floor left- 

hand Room - - - • - 

- Ditto * - Second Floor left-hand Room 



} 



"] 



Rooms under Library 



r House in Speaker's Yard, Second Floor right-1 
hand room - - - - - -J 

J Ditto - Room adjoining ... 

] Committee Room, No. 4 - ... 
Committee Room, No. 9 - 
Engrossing Office - - - - 



Total in Cubic Feet of Presses now in* use 

rRooms over Journal Office - 
Not numbered ' - - 1 Room under Library 

iLobby adjoining next Staircase - 

Total in Cubic Feet of Presses now empty 

Total 



- 468 

- 657 

- 473 



CootexMff 
io Collie Feet. 

2,718 

3531 
1,058 

665 
1,108 

958 
867 

t>976 

62a 

525 

95 

524 

539 



12,014 



hS9» 



i3»6»2 



Office of Woods, ?tc.1 
22 May 1832. / 



John PAippSf 
Assis»tant Surveyor of Work«, &c. 



Appendix, No. 6. 



Statement of the Cubic Contents of the Space occupied by the Presses and Cases> 
in which Papers are deposited, under the Custody of Mr, CharU$ Gtmnell^ 



In the Roof of The House of Commons 



Cootenti 
in Cubic Feet. 



435 



Office of Woods and Works,! 
24 May 1832. J 

600. 



Jo/m P/Upp$f 
Deputy Surveyor of Works, &c. 
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Appendix, No. 7- 



AN ACCOUNT of the Number of Copies of Journals, (jbneral Indexes, and Reports of The House of 
Commons, and Journals of The House of Lords, in Store at Abingdon Street Warehouse, and tht 
Warehouses of Messrs. Hansard k Sons. 



VOLS. 



Abingdon 



Messrs. Hansard. 



King Street. 



1 I 

CoiiMONS* Journals: 



1 

9 

3 

4 
5 
6 



9 
lo 
11 

12 

13 
H 
»5 
i6 

\i 

19 

30 
31 
22 
33 
H 

31 

37 

38 

39 
30 

3t 
3« 
33 
34 

3^ 
37 
38 
39 
40 

41 
4a 
43 
44 
45 
4^ 
47 
48 

49 
50 

51 
53 
53 
54 
55 
56 

I 

59 
60 

61 
63 



100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

106 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

ioo 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

ioo 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

136 

100. 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 



100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 

IOO 

100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
136 

135 
136 
134 
134 

136 
»74 
174 
174 
174 
300 

300 
300 
300 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 



Mum am 
Street. 



354 
358 
356 
366 
358 
357 
334 
363 
356 
361 
363 

364 
358 
356 
363 

364 

359 
363 
360 
355 
357 
3^ 
360 
363 
361 
361 
351 
360 

369 
366 

3% 
373 
369 
410 

398 
403 

v$ 

451 
478 
476 
488 
480 
481 
498 
499 
531 
5^9 
544 
554 
619 

643 
630 

787 

.808 

783 

30 

86 

'53 

317 

3Q7 

868 



TOTAL. 



554 
558 

55^ 
5G6 

558 
557 
534 
5^3 
556 
5^1 
563 

^t 

55^ 
563 

564 
559 
563 
560 
555 
551 
560 

5^ 
563 
561 
561 

55^ 
560 
569 
5^ 
569 
573 
569 
610 

603 

f% 

046 
651 
678 
676 



706 
706 
734 
7«3 
755 
745 
818 
888 
893 
917 
930 
1,087 
1,108 
1,108 
330 
386 
353 
417 
407 
468 



VOI^. 



63 
64 
65 
66 
67 
68 

% 
70 

71 
73 

73 
74 
75 
76 

77 
78 

80 
81 
83 
83 
84 
85 



1 
3 
3 

4 
5 
6 



1 
3 
3 

4 
5 
6 

7 
8 

9 
10 

. 11 

13 

>3 

14 

15 

Index 



51 
5« 
53 
54 
55 

60 
61 

63 
Calendar 



Abingdon 
Street. 



100 
100 
IQO 
100 
IOO 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 

too 

100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 



Messrs. Hansaid. 



King Street. 



100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
100 
150 
150 
118 
118 
168 
168 
300 
163 
363 
363 
300 
300 
300 



Muneuni 
Street. 



375 
383 

390 
393 
431 

427 
451 
385 
480 

45« 
533 
497 
501 

484 
637 

715 
730 

777 
736 
817 
880 
776 
867 



General Indexes: 

IOO 100 457 

100 100 430 

100 100 413 

100 100 84 

100 400 978 

100 300 737 



100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100 

100. 

100 

100 

100 

IOO 

100 
100 
100 
100 
100 



Reports : 

100 
100 
100 
100 
143 
143 
143 
143 
143 
143 
143 
143 
143 
143 
143 
143 



376 
373 

273 
378 

547 
555 
537 
546 
517 
559 
553 
546 
530 
556 
468. 

53a 



Lords' Journals: 



50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 
50 



none 857 

ditto 340 

ditto 300 

ditto 355 

dftto 365 

ditto 356 

ditto 370 

ditto 395 

ditto 458 

ditto 304 



TOTALS. 



475 
58* 
590 
593 

631 

637 
651 

585 
680 
653 
783 
747 
7»9 
703 

895 
983 

l>O30 

1^35 
11098 

M79 
1,180 

1,176 

1,167 



657 
630 
613 
884 
M78 
1,037 



476 
47a 

473 
478 
789 
797 
779 
788 

759 
791 



77« 
798 
710 

774 



307 
390 

350 
4P5 
415 
416 
430 

445 
508 

354 
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Appendix, No. 8. 



STATE of the PAPERS, in Storb, from 18Q1 to 1826. 



Out of Print - - - 
From 12 to 50 Copies - 
- 50 to 100 Copies 

^ -; 100 to 250, ditto 
Above 250 Copies - 



2,382 
2,900 



280 Articles. 



5,282 

609 
410 



6,581 



Of the Articles out of Print: 
There are. Reports ---.-. 
Accounts and Papers ....•- 



74 
206 

280 



James & Luhe G, Hansard k Sons. 



Appendix, No. 9. 



LETTER from Henry Ellis, Esq. to Sir Robert Harry Itiglis, Barf. 

My dear Sir, British Museum, t2 July 1832. 

1 HATE perused very carefully and with gireat pleasure the contents of the Catalogue. 

I consider the Library to be one of very great intrinsic interest, and most appropriate for 
ibe use of The House of Commons, inasmuch as it contains the Tracts and smaller pieces^ 
which| chiefly from the time of Queen Elizabeth to the middle of the reign of King George 
the Second, were published upon political and religious topics, and at moments when those 
topics were alive and in animated discussion. It contains the best of the smaller publications 
of State interest between the two periods of the Reformation and tiie South-Sea Bubble. 

All the larger and more generally known works of English History, I am aware The House 
of Commons is already possessed of; but such pamphlets and small productions as this 
Catalogue contains, would not at the present time be attainable (were yon to set about 
collectmg them), unless by long search and waiting, by perseverance in inquiring for them, 
jEtnd by a very considerable expenditure. 

I really think the possession of them for The House of Commons a subject of congratuiation. 

I am, dear Sir, with much respect. 

Your faithful Servant, 



Sir Robert Harry Inglis, Bart. 
&c. 810. 8lc. 



Henry Ellis. 
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Appendix, No. 10. 



LETTER from Mr. Luke Graves Hansard to Sit Robert Harry IngKs^ Bfp^t. 

(Wilh an Enclosure). 



Sir, July 16, 1832. 

Permit me to express my opinion of the advantages of the Pla^ proposed by- the Com- 
mittee, of a General Index to tne Reports of The House of Commons, incorporating the 
General index to the 15 volumes, with a similar one from 1801 to the present time. lu 
utility will be very great, and will form a complete compendium of that branch of Parlia- 
mentary Literature. Happy indeed shall I be in affording any aid to such a work ; and with 
that feeling, have taken the liberty of putting together a few pages as a kind of sketch of 
See pp. 39-48. ^^^ proposed Plan. 

In these pages, the VUct C^iif shows, at one glance of the eye, $ach Titles as are actual 
Reports or references to such. The Titles in the Roman character are cross references 
to subjects to be found in such Reports, although not indicated by their TUles. Thus 
flbnmttiM is a Title of a Report ; but there is important information relating to Annuities 
in the Reports on ;^(fiilrls S^tUiin. Now the inquirer on the subject of Annuities, would 
never think of looking to the head ;fxMfflu S^nti$iit$, unless he was previously apprised that 
the Reports of that Committee (of which Mr. Courtenay was Chairman) contained informa- 
tion of the kind he sought for ; or he might have a remembrance that such information did 
exist, but the fact of its being to be found in those Reports n^ight have passed from his 
mind. I need not say that they contain, as Appendixes, complete Tables of Annuities under 
all circumstances of duration and periods and conditions of life. Now the head 9nmitim 
collects all the points of information into one focus, and refers at once to the sources of in- 
formation . This exemplifies the utility of Indexing to the information contained in Appendixes. 

It will be necessary to designate the arranged Collections of Reports thus: — 

First Series, containing the Reports from 1701 to 1800^ printed in 15 vols, large folio. 

Second Series, being the Reports arranged according to the directions of the Committee 
in 1825, from 1801 to 1826. 

Third Series, will b^ a continuation of the last up to 1832, which the Committee now 
recoi^mend to be prepared as a temporary arrangement till the accumulation of seven y^rs 
will make it of sufficient importance to be erected into a permanent collection. 

This will require an alteration in the wording of the Reports, as to the denomination of 
the Series. 

Trusting I shall not be thought unnecessarily troubling you, 

I remain. Sir, your most obedient Servant, 



Sir Robert H. Inglis, Bart. m.p. Luke G. Hanmrd* > 

Chairman of 
The House of Coipmons' Library Cororniltce, 
&c. 8cc. &c. 
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GENERAL INDEX 

TO THE 

REPORTS OF THE HOUSE OF COMMONS, 

PROM 

1701 - - - to - . - 1832, 

INCLUBIVR. 

N. B. The Firtt Series refentd to amprUes the ReporUjrom 1701 to 1800, and i$ printed in 
16 rob. latwi JbiUo. The Second Series, the Reports as ortginaQi/printedy and arranged in 154 
vdts; according to the directions of the Committee of 1&26. The Third Series is a continuation 
in oob.y arranged hy the direction of the Committee in 1832. 



Aw 

Admiralty, su ;fiinwtt, KfrorHs. 9«ilu. 

Africa. For some particulars relating to, see Sierra ftfoat , infra ; and concerning the expediency 
of Transporting Convicts to Africa, and establishing a Colony on the South-western Coast, 
ue under the head Conliids. 

Agriculture, see BiftOUrs in |^ot1aii)r. 9SBMU AaiMi. 

Alexandrian MS. .see CoHMian ftiVranr. 

Alkali, .tff jSUrinf Sled. 9ot aiilr 9MtI flslts. 

America, North. Particulars respecting the Countries adjotnln^ Hudson's Bay— their Pro- 
ducts — Inhabitants — Animals —and Trade.— «ftf flhtlTfoii's Uag. 

Anglesea. see Csyye r CraUt . , . 

fliitmttir«« 1776—1782 : 

On the Amount of the Sums raised by Annuities towards the Supply granted between 1776 
and 1 783-— Report dated 5 July 178a - - First Series, in large fdioy voL xi. p. 3. 

1. Amount of the Public Debt as it stood from 1776 to 1782. 

2. Annual Interest of Annuities and of the Public Debt. 

3. E]q>enses of the Seven Years' War. 

4. Methods of keeping the Accounts of the Customs, and Suggestions for limiting the 

Periods of passing them. 

5. Produce of the Taxes and Duties, from 1774 to 1782. 



Account of the net produce at the receipt of the Brandy ^ an additidhal duty on, xi. 4 a. pro- 
exchequer, of the fiind for paying the annu- duce of, since 30 May 1780, 14.— produCie of 
ities, and charges of management for the duty on, from 1774 to 178a, 19,20. 
same, xi. 10. Brassy Wrought, difference between the current 

Additional Duty, see Duty. price of, and the value as estimated in 1696, 

Ale Licenses, produce of duty on, from 1774 to xi. 153b. 

1789, xi. 20. British i$;nW^, additional doty on, xi. 4 a. 

Atienation Qjficef produce of, from 1 774 to 1 782, produce of, sinoe 30 May X 7pQ, i4.T-i>roduce 

xi. 19. of duty on, from 1774 to 1782, 19, 20. 

AUamances made to the Bank of England for 

- tnkiii^ loans, fkmk 1776 to 1782, xi. 4b. Cacao, see Cocoa.- 

Mmansieks, produce of ihity on, xi. 20. Cambrics, pKodvce of duty ow, fipom 1774 to 

Akm Mines, produce of doty on *e rent of, 1782, xi. 20. 

. irotiM774 tO' 1782, xi. 20. Candles, produce of taxes on, from* 1774 to 

1782, xi. 19. 

SentkefBndmmd, aUowwnoes made to, for taking Canvas and Lawiu, produce of duties on', from 

• in lottisfroifr 1776 to 1782, xi. 4 b, 15 a.— 1774 to 1782; xi. ig, 20. 

make dieir cakulaliotis from 4 Februnry to Cards, an additional duty on, xi. 3 aV cc^/iii; 10. 

. 4i^Miary, 31^ — prWuceof duty on, from 17741x^1782, 1^ 

JfettV pMAioe of additSonal excise on, from Chat^es for management and interest W the 

1774 to 1782, xi. i<9« national debt, xi. 5 b; See alib De^ and 

tfitts ^Exchequer, total of, standing out undis- Interest. 

dm>ed on JMMUiry 5, 1777, xi. 6 a — from 

« 1770 to 1782, 28 to 3i.'-aceount of interest Debt, Funded, amount of, from January 177^ to 

paid for circulating exchequer bills, fiom 1775 January 1779, xi. 5 b.— froiti 1780 to 1782, 

— to 1781, xl. 31 .-r-varioQs expenses upon, from 6 a;^^^^^^^^ ^9 ^^ — *<^ of, as it^stood on 
' - 1775^ to 1782) ib. See also Exchequer Bilis. January 5, 1776, with annual interest a|^ all 

other 

600. E 4 ^ T 
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other chaiges thereon, a i.— state of, in 1777, 
23.— in 177^*33 — ^in 1779,34— in 1780, 25. 
— in 1783, S7.-^amount of, on. annuities 
which are an increase to the national debt, 
but cannot be added to it, as no money was 
advanced for the same, col. 1. 3i to 37. 
Dice, an additional duty on, xi. 3. a, col. iiL 10. 
—produce of duty on, from 1774 to 1783, 



upon estimate by Parliament, for the service 
of His Majesty's land forces, from 1775 to 
1781, 33 
Examiners of the accounts of the customs, four ; 
each of whom has an assistant; the duty 
generally done by the cleric ; xi. 16 a. — have 
100 /. a year each, and 40/. a year for an as- 
sistant ; two of them have offices of more 
consequence in the customs, and one a place 



Aintmtir0* 1829. 

Report of Mr^Firdaifson on the Principles of constructing Tables of Annuities; with several 
Tables:— 1839 ( ) Third Series, yo\. 

Annuities Tables of the Average duration of Life— of proportionate Contributions and Allow- 
ances for Sickness, AccidenU and Old Age^of the Purdiase of Annuities— ;of EndowmenU 
for ChUdren— and of other deferred Annuities, Paymento or Benefits.— ««« jTrienlrlfi Jbeettttii, 
in the Reports on that subject, and the Appendix thereto; 1835 (533.) — 1837 (558.) 

Second SerieSf vol. 134. 
And for Data of Duration of Life, see 9o9ttl^i0iK TLUttatH, and Pre&tory Observations 
by Mr. Rickman, 



Antiquities, Information connected with, see tUeotUt, Vablir. 
Approaches to the House of Commons, seei^nunitm Ailrwrt. 9wliammt 
Aqua-Vitse. see 9i9ti\Utp in J^rotlaa^. 
Army, see nnnuitin. ^fitumu. ia(0«e a«^ Cfxymtiturf. 



atttmi0, fiHa^inttPf mOf tETontfiiiuttioit fUtoti^ 1 824-1 825. 

On the Laws relating to Machinery — and Emigration of Artizans — Combinations of Woricmen* 
and evils thereof — Impolicy of the present Laws— Proposed Improvements — Policy of 
exporting Tools and Machinery: — ^Three Reports; severally dated 33 February 1834 (51.) 
-^8 and 16 June 1835 {437, 417.)— 30 June 1835 (504.) - - Second Series, vol. 30. 



Artizans, inexpediency of laws prohibiting their 

leaving the kingdom, p. —laws evaded, p. 

— induced to go abroad by high wages, p. 

—inaptitude of French workmen to learn from 

them, p. 
Beads made abroad more beautiful than in 

Enp^land, p. 
Bobbin-net lace machines introduced into France, 

P- 



Combination Latos* Their inefficacy, p. 

system by which carried on, p. — m the 
taylo^* trade, p. — habituate workmen to 
illegal associations, p. 

DoUs -eyes, extensive trade in, p. 

Machinery, inefficiency of laws prohibiting the 
exportation of, p. 



aMa]if:='<!MKrr0* 1773. 

Manner of conducting them throughout ^ Eangdom, and concerning Frauds in the Manu&c- 
ture of Plate -.—Report dated 39 April 1773 - First Series, in large Jblio, vol. iii. p. 59. 



Assay Offices ; committee appointed to inquire 
into ^ the manner of conducting, iii. 61a.— .- 
only four now kept up in the kingdom, ib. — 
method oS proceeding, at Goldsmiths-hall, 
61 b. — method of proceeding at Chester, 64 b. 
—method of .proceeding at Exeter, 65 b.— 
method of proceeding at Newcastle-upon* 
Tyne, 66 b. 

Buckles, none worse than standard, with pieces 
of fine silver soldered to them, -sent to the 
assay office at Chester, iii. 65 a.— pieces of 
standard silver fraudulently soldered to, 69 a. 
— much worse than standard, 69 a b. 

Chester, method of conducting the assay office 
there, iU. 64 b.-- watch cases below standard 
broken, ib. —plate at 1 1 oz. sometimes passed, 
£5a. . 



re-assayed the next day, 6s a, 95 b.— diet 
tried annually in May, 63 a. — scrapings or 
cuuings taken from . various parts, ib.-*warr 
den must not follow .the business of a phtte^ 
worker, ib. 

Assay of the diet, iiL 63 b, 63 a, 968-97}^ 
— check upon the assay mastere, 63 b, 71 b. 
reward for assaying and marking, 63 b. — Dae* 
thod of assaying silver alloyed with copper, 
ib.---conceaIing solder or other base met4 
punishable \>y prosecutiotaf .63 a.^assayers 
may be deceived by those who take the 
scrapings, ib.r-silver may be made to apMir 
finer than it is, 63 b, 64a.r-woric sometnnes 
injured by scraping, 63 b. 

Irregularities in the assay, iii..63 b, 64 ai— 
silver bought of a drawer or scraper^ ib.— 

Plat, 
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Bank of !&iglaiid. 



Plate, Grold and SHver, assayed and marked at 
Golds9iiths4udl in seven yean^ Ui. 87 8» 

PkUed Wares ; a tumbler sent to be assayed for 
silver, iii. 67 a b.— marks on them resembling 
those on silver, 67 b, 68 a b.— not to be dis- 
tingiiished from sUver, 68 a b, 94 a. 

filate-xoorkers. see Goldsmiths. 

Remedy, allowed in assaying, iii. 66 a b, 71 b, 
7a a b. 

Silver, alloyed with copper, assay of, iii. 62 b. 
may be made to appear finer than it is, 63 b, 
^4 a b.^generally sent to a private assayer 



before it is wrought, 64 a. — cafenot be 
quite pure, .64 b, 71b, 72 a«— solder joftj^ be 
added to silver wares after they are assayed, 
6^ a.— n<me alloyed with tin sent to the assay 
office at Chester, 65 b. — remedy allowed in 
assaying, 66 a b, 71b, 72 ab.— frauds ooib^ 
mitted or attempted, 67 a-71 a,' 96, 91 .^un- 
certain, 68 b.— sold by refiners, 71 b, 7a a. — 

' loses in weight every time it is refined, 7(1 iu— 
defects of the process of assaying, 72 b.-~ 
standard of, 7a ab. See also Plate. 

Snuffers, frauds in, iii. 67 b. 



See likewise fl^iMfi eWim. in List III. p. 35, of this General Index ; and ftotaafe, ibid. p. 36. 



Asaiento Contract, see 9e«e aiik Csttwercf, Negotiadons of, at Utrecht 
Assize. see^tU^. VreaH oaH SiHif f. JftMtiQUf. 
Atterbury, Dr. Francis, Bishop of Rochester, see »«»«"• ftoaspitari. 
Auditing of Public Accounts, see ;fimnm. 



B. 

Bait for Fishing, see dTUIeri. 
Bakers« see Kreilr oaH AHiff. Ctm* High Price of. 
Balance of Trade, see ttaitlt of iNflan^. 
Balances, see dTHuracf . 



Itaiift of tfngUiDi* 1 797. 

On the outstanding Demands of the Bank, and on the Restriction of Payments in Cash :— Four 
Reports from the Cdnunittee of Seereey ; severally dated (i.) 3 March, vol. xi. p. 19; 
(a.) 7 March, vol. xi. p. lao; (3.) ai Aprilf vol. xi. p. lai ; (4.) 17 November I'jffj, 

First Series, in large Jblio, vol. xi. p. 192, 



Ad of William and Mary, clause in, inflicting 
a penalty upon the directors of the bank for 
advancing money to government without suf* 
ficient authority, repealed, xi. 133 b. 

Advances Made to government by the bank, the 
repayment of a considerable part of, would 
relieve the bank in its present circumstances, 
xi. 128 b. 

Agriculture, efects of Uie general spirit of, on 
internal improvements, xi. 193 a.— any in- 
crease in, or any other species of internal 
improvement, requires an mcreased circula* 
tion either of money or paper, 153 a* 

Alarm of Invasion, produced the stoppage of 
the banks in the North, xi. 130 b. — con- 
sequences apprehended from it, ib« 

American War, amount of advances on treasury 
bills during, xi. 133 b. 

Amsterdam, bullion firocured at, for the King of 
Prussia, xL 144 a.— amount of the remittances 
and drafts on account of the bullion procured 
in, ib. 

Army, pay of, advanced as a reason for the 
grantmg further sums by the bank, xi. 134 a. 
— effect of a great number of peraons being 
employed m, during the war, 1 53 a. 

Btdance of Trade in nrvdur of this country be- 
fore the war, and greatly increased from 1793 
to 1796, on.' i^a a — dunintition of, by the 
sums paid for the importation of <om, lb, — 
with Ireland nearl^r equal, 135 a. ^specie re* 
turned from, to this country, ib. 
600. 



Bank of EvaLAND, amount of the outstanding 
demands on, xi. 130 a.— considerable issues 
made by, in notes and discounting bills, 1 ao b. 
— actual balance in favour of, ib. — surplus of 
effects belonging to, beyond the amount of 
their debts, ib^i^carii and bullion in, reduced, 
121 a. — drain on, for cash, rapid and alarm* 
ing, ib. — extraordinaiy demand for cash on, 
caused by the alarm of invasion in Ireland, 

121 b.— efiect of the suqiension of payment 
in specie at the Newcastle bank, ib.--the 
directors of the bank lessened the amount of 
their discounts one-fourth within the year, 

122 a. — decrease of discounts by. private 
bonkers, contributed to increase the demand 
for cash on the bank, ib. — advances made by 
the Bank to Crovemment, 123 b. 

Bank of Ireland, when established, 3d^i34b. 

I at Newcastle, stopped their issue of ca^h, 
xi. 143 a. 

Bankers of the Metropolis, their representation 
to the liords of the Council intimated to the 
bank, xi. 124 b. See' Country Banks. 

Berlin, amount of the drafts of the maritime 
society at, xi. 144 a. 

Bills drawn on the Lords of the Treasury, firoiA. 
the continent and other parts of the world, 
xi. I90. 

Burdon, Richard, esq. M. P. his evidence, xi. 
143 a- 

€ar;goeSf Neuti^gi, amount of^ detained by go- 
vernment, jp. 135 a.— escpenses paid to the 
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Itollft Of eitf IiiiDr« 1 826. 

Communications relating to an Alteratfon in the exdiisive Privil^es of the Bank of Eo^and : 
—Dated 6 February 1S26 (2.) Third Series, yrol 



Bani; the continuance of its exclusive prfvi- 
leges not to be expected, p. —not suffident 
to meet tlie demands of the present times, 

P- 
Branch Banks, jprouoBed to be established by 
the Bank of England, p. 



Country Banhs^ to be allowed to establish ui^- 
limi^ed partnerships, p. — ^increase of, arising 
from the new wants of the country, p. — 
should be established on a sound system, p. 

Scotch Banks ; their system on a good founda- 
tion, p. 



Bankers* see Baat of fNgtonlr. 

Barley, see l$rea^. Ctm, Importation and ExporUtion of. Csm. High Price of* Com Cra)^ 
bttt iretoa. Bistaiers it IbcotUn^. 

Barracks, see ;fituinu. 

c. 

itftivatm tmpl^Oi in fitUnutattotiti^r 1816. 

Report of Evidence on the State of Children employed in the Manufactories of the United 
Kingdom -.—Dated 28 May and 19 June 1816, (397.) - - - Second Series, vol. 87^ 



Cotton- Mantifactories, extreme youth of chil- 
dren employed in, p. 

Employment, nature of, in which children are 
eng^ed, p. — ^manner and time of working, 
P- 



Healthy state of the ch&dren's, empiloyed in mir- 

nufactories, p. 
Moralsy unfavourably effected in some cases, 

p. —care taken of in some establishmentsi 

P- 



Coin and Circulating Medium, see Vont of eagUii^. 

Combination Laws. On the Evils arising from the Combination of Workmen, and the 
Impolicy of the Laws relating thereto, see Arttfavs. : 

Contagion, see ^ttrous ^fumiqatinn. Vriioaeni of nUr at 9gSkint%ntn. 



movUf Importation and Exportation of. 1783. 

Two Reports on the Importation and Exportation of Com and Grain, and on the Scardty^ 
thereof; severally dated {u) 16 April 1 783, vol. ix. p. 27 ; (2.) 28 May 1 783, vol. ix. p. 37, 



Act of the a 1st of His present Majesty's reign, 
not of BO pressing a nature as that part, of His 
Majesty's speech relating to the scarcity of 
com, ix. 27 a. — mistake of, 34 a. — puts a stop 
to any collusion on forming the average of 
corn, lb. 



iz8 b. — quality of foreign compared with. 

British, ib.-^foreign not apt to be damaged 

by the voyage if well harvested, ib. 
BeanSf prices of, in Mark-lane, ix. a 7 a. 
Bounty, necessity of, for oats and barley, ix. 

129 a.^formerly as great as at present, ib. 



Ctrimiiuil &al0« 1831-1832. 

On the mode of giving efficacy to Secondary Punishments — Punishments and Discipline of 
Prisons at home — On board the Hulks — By Transportation — Efforts to improve the Morals 
of Convicts: — Two Reports; severally dated 37 September 1831 (276.)— and 22 June 
183a (547.)- -.-..^-..- Third Sfriesy vol. 



Agricultural Labourers ; labour of convicte not 

severely felt by them, p. 
Auburn Prison in America, discipline observed 

there, p. 
Boys, change in treatment of, necessary, p« — 

one in Cold-bath Fields, imprisoned eight 

Aimes, p. 



Cells, description of in several prisons, p. 
Hulks, description of, and account of their ma^ 

nagement, p. 
Prison Discipline^ bad effects of the present 

system, p. 
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REPORT 



FROM 



Committee appointed to prepare Militia Estimates. 



THE SELECT COMMITTEE appointed to prepare Estimates of the 
Charge of the Disembodied Militia of Great Britain and Ireland^ for 
five Quarters to 31 March 1833 ; — HAVE considered the Matters referred to 
them, and have prepared Estimates accordingly ; which are as followetb : 



— 1.— 

ESTIMATE OF THE CHARGE OF THE DISEMBODIED MILITIA OF GREAT BRITAIN, 
from the ist January 1832 to the 31 st March 1833. 



STAFF: 



S. d. 



Pay of 89 Adjutants each at 8 - per diem - - - 

89 Serjeant-Majors 110- 

1,243 Serjeants ---16- 

61 Drum-Majors -16- 

469 Drummers --i-- 

Additional to 89 Serjeants acting as Quarter-Master Serjeants, 
at4d. ---------- 

Additional to 1 Serjeant-Major, and to 6 Serjeants who were 
Colour Serjeants in Provisional Battalions of Militia, each 
at 6d. --------- 

Contingent Allowance at 1 d. per month for each Drummer 
and Private, being 51,357 men - - - - - 

Allowance for Medicines and Medical Attendance for 1,862 
Non-commissioned Officers and Drummers, at the rate of 
2d per week, or 8«. 8(f. per annum - - - - 

Biennial Clothing,, on Account, for one quarter, from 1st Ja- 
nuary 1833 --------- 



TOTALS. 



For 91 D«jt, 

from 

ikt January 

to 

31 St March 183a. 



Totals for the Staff kept up in time ofl 
Peace, and resident at Head Quarters -j 



£. 



Allowances to Subalterns disembodied at the Peace : 

532 Lieutenants, each at 2s.Qd. per diem - - - - 
74 Ensigns ---2«. ----- 
52 Surgeons' Mates -25. 6</. ---- 

Totals for Subalterns and Surgeons' Mates liable! ^ £ 
to Service - - - - - - -/*"" 



f . $, d. 

3>239 12 - 

742 8 2 

8483 9 6 

416 6 6 

2,133 19 - 

134 19 8 

15 18 6 

641 19 3 

201 14 4 



For 365 Days, 

from 

1st April 1832, 

to 

31st March 1833. 



16,010 6 11 



6,051 10 
673 8 
591 10 



7,316 8 - 



£. $. d. 

12,994 - - 

2.977 15 10 

34*027 2 6 

1,669 17 6 

8,669 6 - 

541 8 4 

63 17 6 

2,567 17 - 

809 1 8 

1,500 - - 



6&710 5 4 



24,272 10 
2,701 - 
2,372 10 



29.346 



541- 
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REPORT FROM COMMITTEE APPOINTED TO PREPARE 



Estimate of the Charge of the Disembodied Militia of Great 



TOTALS 



For 91 Days, 

from 

lit January 

40 

3Ut March 183a. 



Rbducbd Allowances to Officers and Serjeant- 
Majors on various Reductions of Establishment : 

In 1799 : 18 Adjutants, each at a s. per diem 

6 Serjeant-M^rs^each at i a. per diem^anda^. 6dLl 

per week ------ -j 

1616: 3 Seooad Adjutanti^ each at4s.perdtem - 

£.^s. rf. 

1829: 1 Paymaster, at «s. per diem - - - _ 2 - 
5 - ditto - - 2s.6d, - - - - - 12 6 
2 - ditto --3s. - .---6- 
2 - ditto - - 3s. 6d. - - - .- - 7 - 
17 - ditto --43, - ---38- 
2 - ditto - - ^8.6d, - - - - - 9 - 

7 - ditto '-6». - -.- 115- 
25 - ditto - - 65. - - - - 7 10 - 



Si Paymasters^ at per diem - - 

5 Bur^eonSy at 3 5. 6 d, per diem 
15 - ditto - - 4s. 

2 - ditto - - 4 s. 6 d. 
21 - ditto - - 6s. - 

7 - ditto - - 6«. 

50 SurgAons, at per diem - - 



£.14 9 6 



- 17 
3 - 

- 9 
5 6 
2 2 



£.11 13 6 



4 Quarter- Masters, at 2 1. per diem 

9 - ditto - - - 2 5. 6 rf. - 

4 - ditto - • - 3«. 

4 - ditto • - - 3«. 6d. - 

5 - ditto - - - 45. - 

1 - ditto - - - 4s. 6d. - 

2 - ditto - - - 55. - 

29 Quarter-Masters, at per diem 



- 8 " 
1 2 6 

- 12 - 

- 14 - 
1 - - 

- 4 6 

- 10 - 



£.4 11 - 



Total of Allowances to Officers on Reduction! 



of Establishment 



-/ 



-£. 



RECAPITULATION; 



Pay, Slc. of the Staff resident at Head Quarters, in Peace 
Disembodied Allowances to Subalterns and Surgeons' Matesi 

liable to Senrvice . -j 

Reduced Allowances on Reduction of EstabUshinent - 

Total Charge for the Regular Militia oTl ^ 
Great Britain J"' 



£. 8. d, 

327 12 - 

37 1 - 

64 »« - 



For 365 Days, 

frum 
1st April i8sa« 

to 
31 «t MarcU 1833. 



1*317 4 6 



1,062 8 6 



414 1 - 



3,212 19 - 



16,010 6 11 
7*316 8 • 

3,212 19 - 



JE. 5. d. 

1,314 - - 

148 12 - 
lig - - 



26,539 13 11 



6*283 7 6 



4i26i 7 6 



1,660 15 - 



12,887 2 - 



66*710 5 4 
2*346 - - 
12,887 2 - 



107*943 7 4 



Memorandum : 

The following Services are included in the Army Estimates : 
Retired Allowances to Officers on account of Disability. 
Out- Pensions of the Regular Militia, for Great Britain and Ireland. 
Allowances to Adjutants and Out-Pensions to Men of Local Militia* 



Digitized by 



Google 



MILITIA ESTIMATES FOR THE YEAR 1 832. 



— 2.— 

ESTIMATE of the Charge of the DISEMBODIED MILITIA of Ireland, 
from the ist January 1832 to the sist March 1833. 







TOTALS 




For 91 Days, 

IfOIII 

utJaooary 

to 


For a^S l>ajs. 




from 
lit April 183a, 

tn 






3itt March I839. 


StttBIarcb 1833. 


8 T A F r. 












£. $. d. 


£. S. d. 


Pay of 38 Adjutants, each at 8 «. -rf. per diem 


- 


1.383 4 - 


5.548 - - 


- 38 Serjeant Majors - it. lod. 


- 


316 19 8 


1,371 8 4 


- 449 Serjeants - - i <• 6d. - - . 


- 


3»o64 8 6 


13,391 7 6 


- 21 Drum Majors - 15. 6d. - - . 


- 


143 6 6 


574 17 6 


- 200 Drummers - -is. ^d. - - . 


- 


910 - - 


3.650 - - 


Additional Pay to 38 Serjeants, acting as Quarter-Masterl 
Serjeants, each at ^d. per diem ....•/ 


57 12 8 


«3» 3 4 


Continfirent Allowance, at 1 dL per month, for each Drummer) 
and Fnvate, being 18,725 men J 


«34 1 3 


936 6 - 


Allowance for Medicines and Medical Attendance for 708I 
Kon-Commissi(med Officers and Drummers, each at 2 <{. ? 
per week, or %$.%d. per annum J 


76 14 - 


307 IS 10 


Allowances for Fuel and Lodging ... - 


- 


577 i« 5 


3,310 9 7 


Biennial Clothing, on account of one quarter, to 3i8t March ^ 


149 la 6 


600 - - 


1033 --------- 

Allowance for Agency, at 2 2, 2 s. per annum for each C 
pany, 285 Companies ------ 


om-1 
£. 


598 10 - 


ToTAi for the Staff Resident at Head Quarters - 


6,913 11 6 


28,319 14 1 


Allowances to Subalterns and Assistant Surgeons 






disembodied at the Peace : 








331 Lieutenants, each at 2 5. 6 c2. per diem - - . 


- 


3.765 a 6 


16,101 17 6 


131 Ensigns - - - {i5. -d. - - - 


- 


1,19a a - 


4,781 10 - 


18 Assistant Surgeons 9<* 6d. - 


-£. 


ao4 15 - 


8ai 6 - 


Total for Subalterns and Assistant Surgeons,! 
liable to Service • * - - -J ' 


6,161 19 6 


30,704 12 6 



541. 



A2, 
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REPOKT FilOM COMMITTEE APPOINTED TO PREPARE 



Estimate of the Charge of the Disembodied Militia of Ireland — continued. 



Reduced Alj^owances to Officeeb on various Reductions 
~ of Establishment. 

1 797 : On the Incorporation of the Drogheda with the Louth'1 
Militia, one Adjutant, at 6 s. per diem . . ./ 

1829: 2 Paymasters - each at 2 s. per diem - £.- 4 - 

3 Ditto - - - - 25. 6d. - .-76 

1 Ditto .... 45. - - - 8 - 

10 Ditto .... 55. - . 2 10 - 

7 Ditto - 65. - . 2 2 -• 

24 Paymasters - - at per diem - -£.511 6 



2 Surgeons - each at 25. 6d. per diem 

2 Ditto - - - - 3s- 6rf. 
8 Ditto - - . . 4s. 

3 Ditto . . - - 5s. 
6 Ditto . - . . 6«. 



£.- 6 

- 7 
1 12 

- 16 
1 16 



21 Surgeons 



at per diem 



- £.4 16 - 



4 Quarter.Masters, at 2s, 6d. per diem - £.- 10 - 
4 Ditto - ... 35. - . - 12 - 



7 Ditto . 
a Ditto - 

8 Ditto - 



35. 6d. - 

45. 

6s- - 



1 4 6 

- 8 - 

2 - - 



25 Quarter-Masters - at per diem 



- £.4 14 6 



Total of Allowances to Officers on Reductionl ^ 
of Establishment - - - - -J " 



RECAPITULATiaN FOR IRETJkND; 

Pay« 8cc. for the Staff resident at Head Quarters 
Disembodied Allowances to Subalterns and Assistant Sur-I 



geons liable to Service 
Reduced Allowances on Reduction of Establishment 

Total for Ireland • - 



£. 



Metnorandum : 

The Retired Allowances to Officers on account of diAubilityj 
are included in the Army Estimates. 



<i£K£RAL RfiC APrrULATION : 



ToTA^ for Great Bri^B - 
Total for Ireland • . - 



For 91 days - 

For 365 days - 

For 91 days - 

For 365 days - 



£. s. d. 



27 6 - 



507 6 6 



432 6 - 



4^9 19 6 



1,396 17 - 



£. &• d. 



109 10 - 



2,034 17 6 



1,733 15 - 



1,724 If 6 



5,602 15 - 



6,913 11 6 
6,161 19 6 
IJ196 17 - 



13^72 8 - 



26^639 1311 
107,943 7 4 

13472 8 - 
54>637 1 7 



Total Ca aeoe for Oeeat Britain and luEhAVD, ffoml - 
1 January 1832 to 31 March 1833 - - - - J " 



28,219 14 1 

20,704 i«; 6 

5,602 15 - 



54,527 1 7 



}i34,483 1 3 
} 67,999 9 7 



202482 10 10 
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REPORT. 



THE SELECT COMMITTEE appointed to consider how far 
it is expedient to extend the Patent granted for Morton's Slip, 
and who were empowered to report the Minutes of Evidence 
taken before them to The House : — Have proceeded to inves- 
tigate the matter to them referred, and have agreed to the following 
REPORT. 

YOUR Committee caused Mr. Morton to produce before them his Books 
and Accounts, showing his Receipts and Expenditure arising from his 
Invention, from the date of his obtaining his Patent to the present period ; 
they also caused him to lay before them tli^ Patent itself, and the ofiier Papers 
stated in the Evidence, and they called before them and examined Mr. Morton 
himself, and several other persons whom they considered likely to be aUe to 
give the most correct information on the subject. 

After giving to the whole the most mature consideration. Your Committee 
have come to the following conclusion : That Mr. Morton's invention of the 
Patent Slip in question is of the most ingenious and valuable description, of 
the highest advantage to the Shipping interests of this maritime couutry, 
(insomuch that the operation of placing a Ship in a situation to be repaired, 
which, previously to this invention, cost £• I70., can now, by this means, be 
effected for £.3), and it is equally valuable and applicable for the lai^r Ships 
of War as for the Mercantile Marine ; that owing, however, to the difficulty of 
drawing attention to this Invention, and to bringing it into use at first, as ex- 
plained in the Evidence, the Patentee appears not to have derived any profit 
whatever from his Patent for the first six years, and during the whole period of 
its duration only to £.5/737. 

That an Invention of such ingenuity, of such simplicity of construction, 
though of such extensive and important benefit, is well deserving greater 
reward from the Public than has hitherto been received by Mr. Morton, or is 
likely to be received by him under his Patent during the short remainder of 
its duration ; but Your Committee entertaining the strongest and most decided 
impression of the impolicy of granting renewal of Patents under any circum- 
stances, particularly on a plea of their not having produced sufficient rewards 
to the Patentees, and observing that the instances of such indulgences having 
been granted are extremely rare, there having been only two since the year 
1800, Your Committee do not consider it expedient to recommend to The 
House to extend the Patent granted for Morton's Slip. 

Your Committee trust, however, they may be permitted to add the expres- 
sion of their hope, that some other means may be adopted to obtain for 
Mr. Morton a more adequate pecuniary recompence for the great benefit his 
Invention has conferred on the Public, and the Shipping Interest in particular, 
than he appears to have derived from his Patent as before stated. 

Your Committee beg to observe, that the feeling they so strongly entertain 
of the general impolicy and impropriety of the Legislature accemng to appli- 
cations for renewal of Patents, without the fullest consideration, induces tnem 
earnestly to recommend to The House to establish, as one of their Standing 
Orders, That no Bill for the renewal of a Patent be read a second time^ntil 
it shall have been investigated and reported upon by a Select Committee. 

April 1 832. 
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4 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE 



LIST OF WITNESSES. 



Lonse, 9®dieAprilis^ 1832. 
Mr. Thomas Morton ----------p. g. 

Mr. Charles Morton and Mr. Thomas Morton - - - - - p. 8. 

CBftsan Samuel ffarren --------- p. 11. 

Captain Basil Hall, b. n. - - - - - - - - - ibid. 

Mr. George Graham - - - - - - - - - "P-t3« 

Martis, lo** die Aprilis, 1832. 
Mr. Thomas Morton ---..---.^p. ip. 
Robert Wallace, Esq. .-------- p. 22. 

James Haslitt, Esq. ----------p. 28. 

John Farey, Tiaq, ---------- p-Si* 

Mr. Charles Morton ----------p. 35. 

Jovis, 12'' die Aprilis^ 1832. 
Mr. TTtomas Morton *--------- p. 36. 
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ON MORTON'S PATENT SLIP. 



MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 



LuncBj £t die Aprilisy 1832. 
THE RIGHT HONOURABLE SIR GEORGE COCKBURN, 

IN THE CHAIR. 



Mr. Thomas Mortofiy called iti ; and Examined. 

WILL you have the goodness to state to the Committee the grounds on which Mr. 

you have made an application for the renewal of your Patent ? — It is the Thoma$3^/iM. 
only recompense I have for Uie invention ; I believe the invention has been very T'T 

important for the public, and beneficial. The recompense I have obtained is very ^ ^ 
limited, and therefore I make the application for extension, the Patent having 
nearly expired now. 

Did it come into operation at once ?— No ; it was upwards of six years before 
I redeemed the money actually laid out for procuring and protecting the Patent at 
law, advertising, and such things. 

You were six years before you got back your own money ? — Yes. 

In the following eight years did it pay you handsomely, and what has been the 
produce to you ; has it got into general use, or has it made slow progress ? — In the 
early years of the patent I went to England, Scotland and Ireland, and showed my 
plans to different shipbuilders ; the answer was, *^ Has anybody else one but your- 
self ?** ** No." They made a reply that they would wait to see if others had it, 
and if it succeeded before they adopted it The first I put down was at a sacrifice 
of some hundred pounds at Borrowstonness. The public then began to see the 
:value of it, and sometime afterwards slips were put down at Irvine and Whitehaven, 
and at Dumbarton, on the Clyde. 

How many years was it before you completed these ? — Probably during the first 
six years. 

After these six years, what happened the next eight years ? — After these were put 
down, and the public began to see the utility, they began to increase. 

What has been the issue of that; have you made a handsome profit?— The 
profit has not been great. The gross profit, both on licenses and manufacture, may 
be somewhere about 8,300 /., but ofi^ that is to be deducted a variety of miscel- 
laneous charges which may be stated at 200 /. per annum. 

Have you got with you any account of the expenses you incurred in carrying this 
into effect, and the profits you have received from the invention ? — Yes ; I have 
got the books which have been regularly kept of the outlay and income. 

Have you got them here r — Yes ; I am not the better for my invention oa the 
whole by more than between 5,000 /. and 6,000 /. 
. Therefore you appear here to get the Patent extended ? — Yes. 

With regard to the items of the expenses, can you inform the Committee how. 
they were incurred ?— First, in taking out the Patent. 

What was the expense of that? — About 400 /. or 500 /. 

Did you incur other expenses? — ^There were great expenses in advertising and 
travelling, as I have stated before ; in travelling several times over England, Scot-» 
land and Ireland. ; • * 

Have you got an account ? — The books will show that. ^ 

380. B Will 
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6 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE 

Will you refer to the books and answer this question ; you say your Patent cost 
you 400 /. or 500 /. ? — Yes. 

After that did you incur other expenses ? — There was the expense of advertising 
and travelling, and a variety of expenses. Amongst other expenses, I had to 
defend the Patent at law, which cost nearly 500/. 

How long was it after obtaining the Patent before you put down any slips ? — 
It might be probably two or three years ; two years. 

You put the first slip down at Borrowstonness ? — Yes. 

^ How long was it after that you put one down at Whitehaven ? — Shortly after ; 
and also at Dumbarton. 

Can you state to the Committee how many you have put down, and in what 
places ? 

Aberdeen - 
Arbroath - 
Ayr - - 
Berwick - 
Bo'ness 
Carnarvon 
Cork . . 
Dublin - 
Dumbarton 

How many in the whole? — About 40, 

What is the largest class of vessels for which you have constructed these sBps? 
~The largest class is 800 tons. 

Did you find that 3ucceed ? — Yes ; but I am not aware whether they have 
hauled up so large a vessel as yet. 

Do you suppose firom your knowledge of the success of the slip, that its prin-^ 
ciple can be applied to ships of a greater size — such as ships of war ? — Yes, I make 
no doubt of it. 

You have no hesitation from what you know, to recommend it to haul up ships 
of much greater size than any it has been laid down for? — No doubt of it 

Could you apply it also to steam vessels of any kind ? — Most undoubtedly. 

Have you ever done so? — Yes; there have been steam vessels hauled up in 
Aberdeen and other places* 

Can you give the Committee any idea of the expense that would be incurred in 
laying down one of these slips ? — It will depend on whether it is for large vessels. 

Have you a statement, or table of the expense of constructing them, and of the 
different rates ? — Yes ; I have a table for all sizes under 500 tons. The expense of 
constructing a slip for vessels of 1 00 tons is 450/. ; for 200 tons 600/. ; 300 tons 800/.; 
400 tons 1,000/.; 500 tons 1,100/. These sums, however, are exclusive of the 
expense of preparing the ground. 
' Preparing the ground must vary according to the nature of the ground ? — Yes. 

Have you on all occasions been willing to afford the benefit of this slip to all 
persons who have asked for it ? — ^Yes. 

On what terms have you allowed the Public to have the benefit of this inven<< 
tion ? — The rates of the license which I have charged vary according to the size. 
The highest rate which I charge is 200/., which is for the largest class of slips. 

You say you completed one for an 800 ton ship, what was the expense of that 
slip? — It was 1,900/. Most of them are constructed to contain two vessels at the 
same time. 

You have given a statement for a vessel of 500 tons. You have put down 
1,100/., does that allude to vessels of that size? — It does. 

Then it is a slip for vessehof 800 tons, capable of holding two of that size, that 
costs 1,900/.? — Yes. 

Do you yourself always insist on making the work, or do you invariably grant a 
license to every person that asks ? — I have invariably granted a license to any one 
that chose it; if they paid for the license, I would either construct the slip for them, 
or allow them to do so themselves. 

What was the principle on which you granted that license ; was it so much per 
cent. ? — No, it was a sum stated for each vessel according to size* For a vessel of 
1 do tons 75 /. ; 200 tons 25 /. ; 300 tons 1 75 /. ; 400 tons 200/. ; and all above, 
the same. 

Can 
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ON MORTON S PATENT SLIP. 7 

* Can you show to the Committee a statement of the whole of the profits you have Mr. 

derived from the sale of licenses for contracting to use these slips? — Yes. Thomas MorUm. 

{The Witness exhibited several statements.) g. April, 

When you make it yourself, what do you consider the proportion of the profit to 
the cost of the material ? — Very moderate. 

How much ? — Probably about 15 per cent, on the material. 

What do you mean to take as clear profit to yourself out of the whole? — If it 
yas a ship of 400 tons, I include 200/. for the license, and about 15/. per cent, 
qn the material. 

Supposing the cost of material is 400/., and you paid the labourer 400 /., what 
lyould you say would be a fair profit to yourself? — I do not know what the general 
profit would be, but I state I would charge first the license. 

When you do it yourself, what is the whole profit? — Probably from 20/. to 25 /. 
per cent 

When you have done the work yourself, have you found that there is a very 
great variation in the whole price from the difference in the ground in any of the 
places you have had to lay it down ; what is the highest you have paid, and what 
the lowest for preparing the ground ? — From 200 /. to 300 /. 

Not a greater difference ? — I think not 

The least has been 200 /., and the highest 300 /. ? — About these sums. 

What is the inclined planer — One foot in 16. 

Supposing YOU were employed to lay down a patent slip on ground, the. pre- 
paring of which would cost 300 /. ; — that the patent slip was for a vessel of 300 tonSr 
register, — what would that cost you before it could be brought into operation? — 
About 800 /. exclusive of preparing the ground. 

You would charge no profit on the $00 L of expenses incurred in preparing the 
ground ? — No ; I never put any profit on the foundation. 

You say the largest ship for which your machine has hitherto been constructed is 
800 tons ? — Yes* 

What do you consider the smallest vessel to which it can be applied ; will it 
adapt itself to any size? — ^To the smallest description of vessels. 

What foreign countries have you given your license to ? — There has been one 
slip sent to France, one to Russia, and one to America, but no license^ have been 
given for foreign countries. 

What part of America ? — Philadelphia^ 

Have you sent slips to these places ? — Yes. 
. They can use them without paying any duty ? — Yes. 

Do you consider this machine of yours an original invention, or an improvement 
in .principle.'^ — Hauling up ships is an old practice; my machine is an improved 
method of doing so with greater facility and safety. It possesses the following 
s(d vantages: — . ,^ 

1. A durable and substantial slip may be constructed, under favourable 
circumstances, at about one-tenth of the expense of a dry dock, and be laid^ 
down in situations where it is almost impossible, from the nature of the 
ground, or the want of a rise and fall of tide, to have a dock built. 

2. The whole apparatus can be removed from one place to another, and be ^ 
carried on ship-board. 

3. Where a sufficient length of slip can be obtained, a number of vessels 
may be upon it at once ; and,«in point of fact, two or more are often upon the. 
slips already constructed, and under repair, at the same time. 

4. Among the other advantages peculiar to the slip, it may be observed,, 
that, every part of the vessel being above ground, the air has a free circulation 
to her bottom and all around her ; in executing the repairs, the men work 
M'ith much more comfort, and of course more expeditiously ; and in winter 
especially ; they have better and longer light than within the walls of a dry 
dock; while considerable time is saved in the carriage of the necessary 
materials. The vessel, in short, is in a similar situation to one upon a building 
slip. . 

5. No previous preparation of bilge-ways is necessary, as the vessel is 
blocked upon her keel, the same as if in a dock ; and she is exposed to no 
strain whatever, the mechanical power b6ing solely attached to the carriage^ 
which supports her, and upon which she is hauled up. 

380. B 2 6. A ship 
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6. A ship may be hauled up, have her bottom inspected, and' even get a 
trifling repair, and be launched the same tide ; and the process of repairing^ 
one vessel is never interrupted by the hauling up of another, an interruption 
which takes place in docks, from the necessity of letting in the water when 
Another vessel is to be admitted. 

7* A vessel is hauled up at the rate of two and a half to five feet per minute/ 
by six men to every loo tons; so that the expense, both of taking Up and 
launching one of from 300 to 500 tons, does not exceed forty shillings. 

Is it on the principle adopted on the coast of Sussex, where they do it on 
trucks? — I never heard of that; the old plan was on the same principle as' 
launching a new ship. 

Are the East India establishments included in the present patent ? — It is to the 
Colonies ; it extends to all the British Colonies. 

You sent one yourself to the Eist Indies ? — Yes. 

Do you know the manner in which His Majesty's ship Kent was hauled up at- 
Plymouth ? — ^Yes. 

Is yOiirs on the same principle, but an improvement on it ? — Not on the same 
principle ; one important part of my slip is, that the Vessel rests on her keel, and is 
supported also on the bilges ; and that the moving power is attached to the carriage 
in place of the ship, as it used to be> 

The Kent was hauled up on ways under the bilges, as a ship is launched? — 
I did not see it, but I understand so. 

You say your cleir profits, both on licenses and manufactures, after deducting 
your expenses, has been between 5,000 /. and 6,000 /. ? — Yes. 

Have the expenses been as great the last three or four years for advertising and 
travelling expenses, as the former period of your Patent ? — ^There have not been' 
many advertisements lately, but Circulars and Plans have been very generally 
circulated. ' 

For the last year ? — Yes ; and the advertisements have come to a good deal of 
money in all. 

What were you paid for the exclusive right of using the slip in Greenock and 
Port Glasgow ? — Four hundred pounds. 

Are there any other ports in the Clyde but Glasgow and Dumbarton that have 
got the slip ? — I do not think there are. 

[The Patent was put iw.] 



Mr. 
Charles Morton 

and Mr. 
Thomas Morton. 



Mr. Charles MortoUj Examined. 

(To Mr. Charles Morton.)— %1! KTE to the Committee, as well as you can, the 
general outlay which this invention occasioned to Mr. Morton the first six years, and 
the average profit he has made since ; what have been the principal expenses he has 
been liable to, and what is the general principle of his charges? — During the whole 
period of the Patent there has been a very heavy expenditure. I have with me several 
statements prepared from the books, showing the nature and amount of the expenses. 
They consist generally of the following: viz. the expense of perfecting the invention, 
which was upwards of 700/. ; the expense of the patents, which amounted to between 
400/. and 500/. ; law expenses about 450/. ; and travelling expenses about 600/. ; 
and several hundred pounds for advertising, printing statements, engraving plans, 
and otherwise to bring the invention into notice. Besides these articles of actual 
outlay appearing from the books, a variety of other charges fall to be taken into 
view, such as for yard and counting-house rents, clerks, superintendence, stationery, 
taxes, insurance, &c., which are not debited in the books, but which may be very ^ 
moderately stated at 200 1 per annum on an average for the whole period of the 
patents. The first state which I exhibit is one showing the whole of the licenses 
sold under the Scotch and English Patents on one side, and the amount of the 
annual charges above alluded to brought against these licenses on the other, 
explained by a second state containing a more detailed statement of the classes of 
expense, and their apportionment between the profit on licenses, and the profit on 
the manufacture of slips. 

How m^y licenses are they r— Thirty licenses in all under the Scotch and 
English Patents. 

And 
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And what was the sum total to the Patentee? — Six thousand two hundred and 
eighty-two pounds, sixteen shillings and three pence. 

What is the sum total of your charges ? — Up to May 1825 the charges against 
the licenses for Scotland and England are 1,303/. 18^., and the licenses for Scot- 
land and England are i,353/. 5^. 2^/., thus leaving a balance on these licenses, at 
that date, of 49 /. 7 ^. 2 dL 

Take the subsequent years and see what the licenses have been, and the Sum 
total of the expenses in. those years?— *The licenses, after May 1825, are 
4,978/. 18^. $d. including the balance of 49/. js. 2d. brought down. 

What are the expenses ? — One thousand eight hundred and fifty-four pounds, 
eight shillings and seven pence, leaving a balance of 3,124/. 9^. 8 i/. That is to 
February 1831, being the last balance of the books. 

Does that include the whole licenses ? — The whole of the licenses for Scotland 
and England. The whole amount of licenses in Ireland to the last balance in the 
books, of which I have a separate state, is 850/. The amount of debit is 
475 1' 15*- 11 d.f leaving a balance of profit on those licenses of 374/. 4^. 1 d. The 
profit on the whole licenses thus amounts to 3,498/. 13^. 9^. Besides this, how- 
ever, which is to be regarded as the true profit of the patents, some additional 
profit has arisen on slips manufactured by the Patentee. The whole value of his 
manufacture amounts to nearly 20,000/. 
, Would your papers enable you to divide that, so as to show the profit on the 
manufacture; is that the whole amount of the manufacture? — That is the gross 
amount of the manufacture on which the profit, after deduction of the proportion of' 
the general charges allocated upon the manufacture, is 2,239/. 5^^ 3^* 

That is the whole profit ? — That is the net profit, making the whole profit up to 
February 1831, on the licenses and manufactures jointly, 5,737/. 19^. That is 
the net amount of profit to the Patentee on all his patents and manufacture. 

Upon the statement you have given, has not Mr. Morton been deceived in saying 
he charges 25 per cent, profit ? — ^The 25 per cent, was stated by Mr. Morton as 
what he would conceive to be the whole rate of profit including the licenses. , 

Is the Committee to understand, that if Mr. Morton is himself employed to put 
up a slip, he charges 15 /. per cent, profit, and then adds what the license will be. 
For instance, if he takes it for a vessel of 400 tons, he adds 1 5 L per cent, to the 
cost of the materials, and then adds 200 /. ? — I do not think it is exactly that The 
license was looked upon in all cases as the proper profit under the patent, and there 
was a small profit also charged when the Patentee was employed to make the slip. 

I should think the confusion on this point has arisen from the circumstance of 
Mr. Morton himself not having kept the books, in consequence of which he is not 
so well prepared to speak to the detail of the profits, though he knows the general 
result 

Will you satisfy the Committee what it is you charge for profit on any thing for 
which it is charged. When you make a slip yourself for a 400 ton vessel, you 
having to pay all the expenses ; to do it at Leith, for example ; what do you charge 
the person who employs you for your profit ? — There will first be a sum for the 
patent license, which is looked to as the regular profit, but when the article is 
manufactured by the Patentee, he charges in the second place a small per centage, 
which amounts to about 10 /. per cent, on an average, to meet the risk of furnishing 
the materials and other contingencies attending the manufacture. 

He charges on his own goods 10/. per cent, and then he adds the patent, 
licenser — Yes. 

You have made slips to the amount of 20,000 /. On that you have a profit of 

I I /. or 1 2 /. per cent., but taking it in detail you say you ought to have 25 /• per 
cent, now have you not that? — It amounts to between 25 /• and 30 /• per cent on 
licenses and manufacture Jointly, 

What has been your profit on the whole? — That is what I have mentioned 
before, 5,737/. 19^. 

Is that independent of the profit included in your first charge ?— That is the whole 
profit on all the patents. 

The total profit on licenses is 3,498/. 13 s. gd. and for the manufacture 
2,239/. 5 J. 3 i/.?— Yes. 

Since getting the patent, what has been the total of your expenses, and what 
the total of your, receipts? — I have a statement made up from the books, showing 
all the articles at the debit of the patent slip in the books, in different branches ; 
. 3^0. B3 M 
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Mr. and also the articles at its credit. The atmoant of the whole debit is 

^2*^*^ ^^^ 22,038 /. 13 *. 4d.y and the receipts 27,749/- 13s. 3d. : 
and Mr* 

Tkmiuu Morton. Leaving a balance of - - - - - - £. 5>7i^ 19 ^^ 

• To that sum falls to be added, first, a balance of out- 

a April, standing accounts due to the slip, when the accounts 

^®32^ were balanced in 1 826, which is not included in the 

above, viz. ------- 1,5^4 i ^ , 

Second, an increase, which the books show to have taken 

place on the stock used in the trade, amounting to - 259 9 8 

And third, the profits arising on a separate account 
kept for one liranch of the manufacture during the 
last four years, being ------ 763 7 g 

Together - - 8,237 19 - 
From thii& sum there falls to be deducted the miscella- 
neous charges explained above, amounting to 200/. 
per annum. These, for 12 f years, amount to - 2,500 - - 

Leaving a net profit as before of . - . - 5>737 19 - 



When you send slips abroad, what part do you send ? — Generally the iron work 
only. 

When a slip for a vessel of 300 tons is ordered from abroad, the expense of that 
slip in this country would be 800 /. That includes the timber work. If the mate- 
rials for that slip were ordered from abroad, what amount of materials would ba 
^ent ?— ^I can scarcely answer the question, but I know that the chief expense is in 
the iron work. 

To Mr. MortoHy sen.] — Supposing the slip in this country would cost 800 /., how 
much cost of materials would be sent abroad ? — ^Twenty per cent. wouU be de- 
ducted from the 800 /. for the timber work, which is not generally sent 
^ That would leave 640 /. ? — Yes ; but we charge an extra profit on the manu- 
facture of slips sent abroad. 

To what extent ? — Upon the whole it has been about equal to the license. 
* To Mr. iP/orf(w, jun.]-^ What is the amount of materials sent abroad; the sum 
total ; and the profit on that ? — The states which I have will not show that, but a 
state can be prepared, if it is necessary. 

In the debit articles, amounting to 22,000/., the expense of the law suit you had 
to sustain for the infringement of the patent, is included ? — Yes. 

What was the amount of that expense?— Somewhere about 430 /. or 450./. 

Was there more than one law suit ? —Only one. 

That was defending the patent ?— Yes. 

You said the amount of the exclusive licenses granted to Greenock and Port 
Glasgow was 400 /., what was the amount charged for the renewal } — So far as I am 
aware there is no charge made for the renewal, but I have not the deed, and 
cannot speak positively. 

Have you debited interest on the states to which you have referred ? — The states 
do not show interest. I believe the operation of interest would be very small. The 
interest the one way on the first expenditure would be about balanced by the interest 
the Other way oh the subsequent profits. 

How many years is it since ypur Uncle took out the first patent that he has 
actually derived any profit from? — It is about 14 years since the first patent was 
taken out. One of the states which I have exhibited, shows the balance on 
afll the patents and manufacture at the period when the Scotch and En^ish 
patents were half expired* The balance against the Patentee at that date was 
1,173/. o*. 3rf.; so that if he had then been unable to prosecute his invention 
farther, he would have been a sufferer by it to that extent. 

Was that in 1 825 ?— Yes. 

Then the 49 /. odd, exhibited in the license account at that date, M'as not a 
balance on the whole?- — No ; there was a loss of 1,173 /. ^^ ^^e whole patents at 
that date, if, as I have just stated, all the charges are brought into view, which is not 
the case in the license account. 

You have included all these chjirges in your other calculations, so that the whole 
result mentioned before has included them ? — ^^Yes. 

To 
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To Mr. Morton^ senior]. — At the tkne your patent n^as taken outm i8i^, tl*re 
was a great redundancy of shipping, was there not, unemployed, at Leith, ao(l 
several ports, which tended to keep back the slip ? — No, I do not think SO ; the 
thing was new, and it cost a good deal of money to erect, which were the principal 
causes. 

But in Scotland from 1818 to 1824, there was a great dulness in the shipping 
trade, was there not ?*— Not more, I should think, than now. 



Mr. 

Charles Mintin 

and Mr. . 
Thomas Morton* 
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Captain Samuel Warren, Examined. 

DID you see this in operation? — ^Yes, on a small vessel at Leith. 

What was the description of vessel, and what was your opinion ? — It was a 
small vessel of 100 tons, as well as I recollect. 

Where was it? — At Leitk 

Did you see the operation ? — Yes. 

Was she brought up on the slip with great facility ? — Yes. 

Was there any sea?— No; it was in the harbour, in smooth water. 

And hove up without any diflSculty ? — Yes. 

How many men were there employed at the capstan to heave her up ?~ About six. 

Have you any remarks to oflfer to the Committee ? — No ; I think it a very useful 
invention. 

Did you happen to be at Plymouth when the Kent was hauled up ?^ — No. 

Captain Basil Hall, R.N., Examined. 

WOULD you have the kindness to give the Committee any information on this 
subject, if you have seen this in use? — I have seen many vessels hauled up with it. 

Where ? — Four or five at Leith, and several at New York. 

Is the one at New York precisely the same ?— In some of the minor details it is 
different ; at first I considered them improvements, but not afterwards. 

On the same principle ?— Yes. 

Did they have it from Mr. Morton ? — I am not aware of that ; they nevef spoke 
of it except as his invention. 

What is the largest vessd you saw hauled u^ ? — I saw a vessel of 800 tons 
hauled up at New York, which, I believe, is larger than any drawn out of the 
water in this country on Morton's Slip. 

Was it with great facility ? — With perfect ease, safety and expedition* 

Did she come in the ways readily ? — She came in it very readily. I may here 
observe, that the whole frame-work, on which the ship rests, is first sunk below the 
surface of the water, and then placed under the vessel ; it is now secured firmly, 
and then this frame-work is pulled on the slip, with the ship upon it. 

The vessel is brought on it ? — Yes ; and then the frame- work is drawn on. the 
slip. The purchases are applied exclusively to the frame, never to the ship her* 
self; and by this means all strain upon the vessel is avoided. 
' At what distance was this vessel of 800 tons fitted into her frame from the water's 
edge ?-'^ I can hardly say. Of course, in high water, the slip extended for a space 
between 50 and 100 yards into the water ; the rise and fall is not very considerable 
at New York, eight or ten feet I believe ; but she was placed in this frame securely 
nearly at high water. 

How long were they doing that ? — I cannot exactly recollect ; I think it was under 
two hours ; they had her up high and dry from the first commencement. The fact 
is they had become very expert at the operation, and they drew her on very easily. 

When once they began to heave they made no stop ? — She was hove up by steaml 
The slip at New York is connected with a set of flour-mills, and when a vessel i^ 
is to he hauled up they arrange so as to suit the tide, and having tuirned off the 
steam from the mills, apply it to the purchase to draw the ship up. The only 
material difference that I saw between the two slips was, that instead of usinjf 
a flexible chain, such as Mr. Morton makes use of, they employ a stiff chain, com- 
posed of large and powerful links, which are not capable of turning round the barrel, 
though they possess a slight degree of flexure. It is furnished with holes which fit 
the cogs of a wheel. Their object in this contrivance is to possess the power o^ 
pushing the vessel off as well as pulling her on. The nature of the ground ther^ 
would nave caused considerable expense to have made a slip of sufficient inclination 
for the ship to launch herself; some vessek, indeed, go off without this thrust, but 
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Capt. Others will not go without it. At high water, whea it is required to launch a vessel 

Banl Hall, r.5i. ^q ^^^^ ^jjg ^y^^ gjjg jg pushed off merely by turning the machinery in the opposite 

~! direction, when the thick chain then acts as a forcing bar. There is room at the 

^iSaa.' back yard where this chain or bar lies over tressels. • Upon one occasion, just as the 

vessel had nearly reached her station, I forget from what cause, one of the links 

^napped, but the palls caught her ; she did not run back into the water. 

When they are endeavouring to get a vessel off, they have the means of keeping 
these palls up ? — ^The mode of launching is to set on the engine and pull the ship 
up for a few inches, then lift up the palls ; if she does not go off then by herself, 
they turn the engine slowly the other way, and she is readily pushed off the slip. 

Do you happen to know what was the power of the steam engine that drew this 
up? — I cannot say exactly, probably a fifty-horse engine. 

Do you know if they had their whole power upon her ? — I am not sure, t rathd: 
think they were apprehensive of breaking the chains, and therefore hove up slowly. 

Was the vessel perfectly light, or very hea\7 ? — I think she had some of her 
ballast in, but she floated very light ; she was at least 800 tons register ; she mi^t 
have been more capacious, but certainly not less. ^ 

Upon the whole do you consider that it is a very valuable invention for the 
public ? — In my opinion it is not only very valuable, but a great improvement upon 
docks ; it has several material advantages over docks. 

Do you consider it original ? — As far as I know it is so, I have seen nothing like 
it of any invention. 

You think it might be applied to vessels of any size ? — Certainly ; I have not the 
least doubt that Mr. Morton or any person of experience could make one to pull 
up a three-decker ; for I really see no limit. The principle is to bring the frame 
under the vessel, and support her on it, and then to pull, not the vessel, but tbq 
frame on the slip. 

Is there not some inconvenience from the extent you have to draw it?-— Yes ; 
but when you have smooth ground, you may carry it to any extent 

The only difficulty is the limit that would be required to hold a three-decker? — 
As the slips may be constructed of any required length, this need be no obstacle. 
If the materials be strong enough, there is no limit that I can see to the application 
of the principle. I have seen several vessels at Leith of considerable dimensions, 
between 300 and 400 tons, drawn up on the same slip by their own crews. There 
is no occasion for hurry, and as soon as the ship gets above the influence of the 
tide, the men at the winches may take any time they choose. 

Could you give the Committee any comparative idea of the greater facility by 
which a vessel is hauled up by this plan than by the old plan? — I should think 
there is no comparison whatever. The advantages of the present over the old 
plan are infinitely great. 

Would you not consider it a very great national injury to the British shipholder, 
if he were excluded by the renewal of the patent from using this ? — If he were 
entirely excluded, certainly. 

' Are you aware if there is any difference in the plan at New York from what 
Mr. Morton adopts in this model, from the mode of overcoming the friction when 
the whole weight of the vessel comes on the frame, which is done by means of rollers 
here ? — No, I could see none. 

Should you have thought the immense friction of a vessel of so large size as a 
three-decker being put on that cradle, would be too great to be overcome ? — I see 
no reason for it if the wheels are sufficiently numerous, and that smooth railroads are 
used ; or that a less steep inclination of slip is adopted. 

Can you state the advantages, if any, that this has over the docks? — One adr 
Vantage is in the diflerence of the original cost ; but practically speaking, I think it 
a great advantage to have a vessel above ground, instead of having her sunk below 
the surface. We may also calculate upon an hour or an hour and a half of day-light 
being gained every morning and evening. I have watched the workmen at sunset, 
and there appeared to be a clear gain of an hour and an half of good light to work 
by, owing to the lower part of the vessel being above ground instead of being sunk 
into it. It is sometimes of importance also that the vessel's bottom should dry 
quickly, now the dock is wet, but on the slip the vessel is drawn so far up, that the 
air passes freely through her, and the planks soon become dry. I have observed 
fai most docks a good aeal of awkwardness^ in handling large timber in the lower 
part of the dock. Lbngspars rfso are very difficult to bfegot upaud down, whidreris 
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when she rests on Morton's slip, the vessel is as commodiously situated as if she Capt. 

Were in the building dock. Basil Hall^ r. iir. 

Have they any sneds over these slips in America?— No, none. — - — -^ 

Upon the whole you consider it more advantageous than a dock ? — Certainly. ^ ^^^* 
I am aware that in countries where the rise and fall of the tide is very small, an ' ^^* 

enormous deal of trouble is saved by avoiding the labour of pumping the water out 
of dock. 

. When these vessels are hauled up, how are they supported ; do they leave the cradle 
about her, or take it away ? — ^They put ia shores immediately, and relieve the cradle, 
which is then removed. 

How do they get the cradle from tinder her? — ^The recent improvement 
Mr. Morton has made is such, that they have the power of supporting the vessel 
by shores in the usual way, with a slight degree of wedging ; the vessel rests on 
them. The cradle then slides off, and answers for drawing another vessel on the 
aame slip. I have never seen any practical difficulty in relieving her. In half an 
hour after the ship had been drawn up, the cradle was gone, and the vessel supported 
by shores, that is to say, the chocks and every other impediment to the workmen 
was removed, and the people were seen tearing off the copper, and otherwise at 
work fore and aft. 

She was quite free ? — Yes, from end to end. 

If any private ship builder wished to have full means of repairing his vessels, 
would it be more for his advantage to place one of these slips in his yard, than to 
excavate a dock ? — It certainly would be vastly less expensive, and when completed, 
the patent slip would be more efficient I stated formerly that it would be an 
advantage where the rise and fall of tide is small, in consequence of not having to 
pump the water out ; but on the other hand the slip would require to be carried 
much further into the water than where the rise and fall is great, in order to get 
Uie vessels on the slip. In places where there occurs a great rise and fall of tide, 
and advantage can be taken of the tops of th^ tide to place the ships close to the 
end of the dock, there is no necessity for carrying the slip far into the water. 

Mr. George Graham^ of Harwich, Ship-builder called in ; and Examined. 
., HAVE you one of Mr. Morton's slips? — I have; it is calculated to take up a Mr. 

ship of 500 tons. G eorge Graham . 

Will you state to the Committee how long you have had that slip, of what ser^ 
vice it has been to you, and your general opinion of it, and why you put it up ? — 
I have used the slip six years, and during the first five years I took up 84 vessels 
of various classes : the largest was about 386 tons. 

By whom was it fixed ? — Mr. Morton supplied the materials, and I laid it down 
myself; he supplied the ironwork only. 

You paid for the patent right and did it yourself? — Yes. 

Will you have the goodness to state to the Committee what was the cost or the 
Qutlay to you, independently of what you gave to him ? — I gave to Mr. Morton the 
usual patent fee of 200 A, anjd including every other charge, it cost me 3,040/. ; it 
is calculated to take up a ship of 500 tons ; it may be necessary to state, that in 
consequence of the nature of the ground at Harwich, I was necessitated to drive 
two tiers of piles within four inches of each other, to carry the centre way, and a 
single tier to carry the sideways. 

Was the entire amount of 3,040 /. paid to Mr. Morton for the materials and the 
patent right ? — ^The sum of 3,040 /. includes every expense. Mr. Morton supplied 
the iron work only ; the precise amount paid Mr. Morton, I do not now recollect ; 
there was a regular scale, and Mr. Morton*s statement will give the price of the 
ironwork. 

You do not recollect the sum total you paid Mr. Morton ? —No. In consequence 
of the slip at Harwich being very much exposed, it was thought the lifting of the 
sea would cause vessels to strike so hard upon the carriage, as to break the iron 
railway if i^ were of cast iron j I consulted Mr. Morton upon the propriety of 
making it of wrought iron ; he entertained the same opinion as myself as to the 
hazard of laying it of cast iron ; the experiment of substituting wrought iron bars was 
made, but it was found they would not bear the weight of the ship. This alteration, 
combined with making a secure foundation, will account for the additional expense. 

It has always answered ? — It has not moved in the least* 

Can you state how much you paid to Mr. Morton for his patent right, how 
380. ^ C much 
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Mr. much for materials furnisheid) and how much ydu conceive you paid to Mr. Motw 

Gwge Graham, ton for the changes you were obliged to make in the materials ? — ^The whole amount 

. — • paid Mr. Morton, as appeals by his accounts, is 1,089/. 11*., which includes the 

9 April, 200 /. the patent fee^ and the changes. 

-^^^ What sum do you suppose the changes cost? — It was understood between Mr, 

Morton and myself, that provided the wrought iron did not answer, Mr. Morton 
should supply me with cast iron, taking back the wrought iron, and I should merdy 
pay the expense of freight and other incidental expenses ; Aese amounted to between 
40/. and. 5a/. ; I think the sum I paid Mr. Morton amounted to between those 
sums. 

Will you state to the Committee bow you have found it answer, and your general 
impression of its advantage ? — That the Committee may be enabled to compare the 
improved with the old system of heaving up ships, it may be necessary that I state 
the expense attending the latter. We have drawn up ships of 1000 tons and 
doivi^nwards, on the old principle : upon the old principle the ways were laid on two 
inclined planes, by timber across, and planks laid on them on each side of the ship. 
[The Witness further expUuned the difference of the plans by referring to a model ef 
the Patent Slipj calculated for Frigates^ which zcaf upon the table.] 

WTiat was the expense on the old plan of a ship of 500 tons? — In taking them 
up on the old system there would be a great risk and much variation in the expense, 
arising out of circumstances against which no human being could guard, by which 
the expense might be increased very considerably, in some instances more than 
others ; a ship of 450 tons would cost 1 95 /. exclusive of the wear and tear, of 
falls, and the materials to set her up with afterwards ; this was owing to various 
circumstances which added considerably to the expense ; a ship of 666 tons cost 
^531* i taking the average of the two, 170/. 

That would be 1 70 /. ? — Yes ; on Mr. Morton's principle I could heave up a ship 
of 500 tons for 3 /., and there is no risk whatever, if the ship is as weak as it is pos« 
sible, she may be brous^ht on without the slightest injury. 

By the old way you were obliged to secure the tackles to the vessel herself ?—f 
j[ es. 

Therefore if there were any weakness it would injure the vessel ? — Yes, 

Is there any strain on vessels by the new plan ? — No, none. 

How would they have managed to get a vessel on the ways when there was little 
or no tide ? — It could not be done upon the old plan ; it would require two or 
three days to heave up a large ship. 

Where there is little or no fall of tide, and close to the shore, how would a slip 
of this kind be laid down ? — It might be carried out and laid upon piles, upon which 
a platform to receive the slip haa been laid. I am inform^ this has been done 
in Ireland^ and the slip carried out considerably below low water. 

How is it carried ? — A frame is made carrying the three lines of ways ; the 
upper part being secured, the others are forced down in their places, and piles 
driven down to secure them. 

Must not piles be driven as a foundation ? — Not in the extreme part, in conse* 
quence of there being little or no weight upon that ; the extreme part serves 
merely as a guide to the carriage. 

How high from the foundation part — the keel — does the cradle come up in your 
siip ? — ^The additional height is attained by placing more or less blocks, according to 
the ship's bottom. 

Still you must have something to hold those blocks? — Yes. 

What height are they from the ground ? — About two feet, the under side. 

Did you not say it cost you 500 /.to draw up a vessel of 1000 tons ? — Yes. 

What would it cost by this mode ? — I suppose, of course, if the carriage and 
materials were made additionally strong, it would cost about 12/. 

You need hardly be asked if you consider it a useful invention ? — I think it is 
one of the greatest improvements we have had ; it is applicable to any case, and 
mav be used in a situation where it is impossible to have a dry dock. 

£)o you consider that 5,000 /. is a sufficient remuneration for the inventor of this ? 
•-r-I think not ; he has devoted much time and much expense. I should have 
considered his expense considerably more than be has mentioned ; he must haye 
failed in many instances. 

Knqwing ship-building well as you do, and the principles on which be grants 
his license, do you consider any injury could accrue to the shipping of this coantry, 
if the patent were renewed ? — Not at all ; the advantage is so great, the sum so small, 

comf^ired 
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irompared with the advantage. Ships are repaired at a much less expense ; there Mr. 

is a great saving to proprietors ; men perform more work in the course of the day ; George Graham. 

the hours of work are increased during the winter months ; the ship derives great ' 7; — 

advantage from the circulation of air in every part ; and there is also the facility ^ ^P^''» 

of conveying materials, and observing the progress made in the work from every '^ * 

part of the premises, 
I You are aware this is put up in foreign countries ? — Yes. 

That is without making any payment to Mr. Morton ? — Yes. 

Does not that place the ships of this country in a disadvantage as compared with 
the ships of a foreign country ? — In foreign ports where ships are, and requiring 
repair, they will have it done. The amount of the patent fee I do not conceive 
would alter the intention of any person disposed to lay down the slip. Its advan- 
tages are so great, 1 cannot see any injury to the shipping interest. 

Have you ever found that the rollers have been crushed ? — No ; I have tried 
mine to the full extent it was calculated to bear ; neither have I found the abutments 
ynry ; mine is only a sandy foundation. 

Have you found the keels of the vessels bent? — It is utterly impossible. The 
reason I say it cannot possibly be bent is because she is supported not only in the 
centre, but also at the floor heads, and should the purchase break, the ship cannot 
be injured, no part of it being fast to her. 

Are you aware of the improvement Mr. Brown has made ? — Last week I heard it 
for the first time. I do not know the principle of it ; I merely heard that he had 
recently taken out a patent for something, but the principle I am ignorant of. 

You say the keels of vessels are never injured by this invention, did you find them 
injured by the former mode ? — There was very great risk ; if a ship was weak, 
she would naturally yield, the weight being thrown on the midship part of the 
ship ; if the two extremes were unsupported, that would strain the ship ; if a ship's 
keel were broken, or if her back were broken, she would yield very considerably 
tinder the old system. 

You have considerable sea at Harwich ? — Yes. 

Have you ever used your slip when the sea has been running? — Yes. 

Did you at those periods find it easy to bring the ship into her place in the 
cradle? — It is rather troublesome, but I should say not more so than on the old 
principle. 

In the course of your experience with this, have you ever had the accident happen 
to you at the time you intended to bring the ship up, of missing to bring her into 
the cradle ? — Yes, several times ; in consequence of the sea running, it became 
hazardous; I was then obliged to take her off again, it was impossible to hold her. 

It is not very easy to point her into the place you mean to bring her ?— It 
i;eqiiires nothing more than care ; if the wind blows hard, it is difficult. 

Do you allude more particularly to the wind or to the sea? — Of course to the 
sea. 

Is it necessary to point her in with great nicety ? — Yes. 

If the ship were to get on one part only, it would Mrain her ? — It would make 
her strike on one side, and the sea running from under her might cause injury to 
the carriage. 

When you cannot point her in without that, you are obliged to desist? — Yes. 

To that extent the machinery is inferior to a dock ? — It will be impossible to 
bring her into dock under circumstances when you cannot bring her into the slip. 

In no instance in which you would not fail to get her into dock, would you fail 
of getting her into a slip ? — In no instance at Harwich ; when a ship is in dock in 
other ports, there would be less trouble in placing her. It is these winds and sea 
that would cause the difficulty with me. 

Generally speaking, that is a small disadvantage, that in blowing weather, or 
when there was much sea, she might be got into dock, when she could not be got 
into slip ?— In some cases it would be the case, but not so in Harwich. 

Did you say the foreign ship-builder would not have an advantage if thi» 
patent is renewed, by being free to use the invention without paying for th^ 
license? — My observation extended to the injury of the British ship-builders. 

Do you not think tl^at the foreign ship-builder will have a decided advantage 
over the British ship-builder if the patent is renewed ? — I cannot exactly see the 
object alluded to in the question; but in the ^^ay in which I Understand it, it is 

C 2 drawing 
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Mr. drawing a comparison between the two, and whether the foreign ship-builder 

Gtorge Graha m, ^jn ^^^ ^ benefited by being allowed the use of the slip* 

„ The foreign ship-builder does not pay for a license, and the British ship- 

^1832/ builder does, do you not consider therefore that the foreign ship-builder will 
have so much the advantage over the British?— I cannot think it will make 
any difference to a British shiI>•build^r. 

Do you not think that if this patent were not renewed, there would be a 
great many more of these slips adopted than if it were? — I should think not. 

Why ? — Judging from my own feelings, if I were disposed to lay down a slip, 
the remuneration of the patent fee would never operate with me to deter me 
from laying it down. 

Is it not applicable to the smallest craft ? — Yes. 

Cannot you suppose in fishing villages that a slip of this kind might be used 
to draw up all the small fishing craft? — Of course. 

Do you not consider it would be a great hardship to them to pay for the license ? 
— No ; a man who is able to incur the expense of laying down a small slip, would 
not be deterred by the small additional charge of 20 L or 30/. extra, if he were 
disposed to lay it down. 

You do not consider that the renewal of this patent would be a disadvantage to 
the British ship-builder? — No. 

How long has your slip been laid down ? — Six years. 

From the experience you have had of the wear and tear of material, how long da 

iron suppose it is likely to last ? — At Harwich the worm bites excessively ; the 
ower part of my ways are nearly gone, and I am about laying them down new. 

When you are required to repair the wood work, have you to pay any additional 
fee to Mr. Morton? — It is all comprised under the first fee. 

Therefore, under no circumstances could you be called upon to pay a fee to 
Mr. Morton ? — No. 

Therefore the only charge you incur, may be stated to be the interest of the 
money you expend on the patent fee? — Precisely. 

Do you think that this expense would deter any person from using the slip if he 
were otherwise disposed to lay down one? — Certainly not 

Do you consider that this invention has saved many thousands of pounds to the 
shipping interest? — Yes, unquestionably ; these slips afford so many advantages 
that even if there were docks in the same place, the ship-owner would prefer heaving 
up his ship on the slip. 

It appears from your statement, that upon the average the expense you incurred 
for hauling up a vessel was 170/., so that you saved the whole of the patent fee by 
the first vessel you drew up by means of this slip? — Yes, of course. 

Have you any posts by which you get the vessels in after you have laid your ways 
down into the water to receive the vessels? — I have on each side a dolphin for 
making the guy fast to. 

There is nothing to show the manner in which she is to be brought in, is there ?-^ 
There is a guide by which we bring the stem into that situation. [Mr. Graham €X^ 
plained his meanings and showed how the operation is performed^ by referring to the 
model before the Committee.] 

Having one of these slips, your attention has been naturally called to, any changes 
that have been made, are you aware that Mr. Morton has made any beneficial 
alteration in the plan ? — Since my slip was laid down, there are the two additional 
ways in the centre, which is a great improvement 

Have you adopted that? — No. 

If you do adopt it, you would not have to make any further remuneration ?—* 
I do not know how far Mr* Morton would expect it ; mine answers very well 
without it. 

Do you consider that your payment to Mr. Morton entitles you to benefit by any 
improvements he may make ?— I conceive I have no claim ; it must rest with 
Mr. Morton how far I may have the use of it. 

You are ftware that he has made that improvement which you consider very 
beneficial?— -Yes, since I have been in the room; and that is an improvement for 
large ships. 

Has that been adopted at Harwich i — No, I have not seen it till within the last hour. 

Supposing you had to repair this slip, and that the repairs went really to the 
making of a new slip, would you be able to do so without payment for the patent 



fee ?~Oh, certainly* 
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Codld ycm give the Committee a stateitnent of what the apparatus would cost on Mr; 

the old system of haulinc up the vessels sufficient for your yard ? — I cannot^ for I G^^g*- Graimi 
have all these things ready for launching, and the materials Used in launching serve 
for the purpose of bringing up ; I have never made a calculation. ^isl^u 

Under the old system there would be new ways to be laid down for edch 
vessel ? — ^The materials, the foundation^ if I may so speak, on which we lay thfe 
ways when a slip is regularly constructed, consists of a platform or pieces of timber 
sufficient to carry a ship. They would have to lay down blocks of four feet in 
length, and varying in breadth from 18 to 20 inches, and five feet from centre to 
centre of each block, on which is laid a platform of plank; that is the old 
system. 

What do you suppose would be the expense of preparing that permanent portion 
of the ways under the old system ? — I never have constructed one ; the construe*' 
tion of a slip on the old system, is attended with very considerable expense. I have 
never seen one constructed, and I am unable to answer that question ; it would be 
vefy considerable. 

You used to haul up vessels yourself before you had this ? — Yes, of various sizes. 

What expense did the preparations of that cost you?— I have stated the expense 
of labour; but the matenals of capstans, and the other apparatus I have for other 
purposes as well as for these occasions. 

There is a certain portion of fixed machinery required under the old system of 
slips ? — Yes* 

Can you state what it would cost to give you the amount of fixed apparatus ?— * 
Really, I scarcely know ; the materials of the capstans with the falls, and altogetheri 
would not be less than from i,ooO /. to 1,200 /. 

That was before you could do such a thing ? — Yes. 

You think the first cost of hauling up the vessels must have been from 1,000/. 
to 1,200/. ? — That is exclusive of the original construction of the slip, but including 
capstans, falls, &c. 

You have, before this invention was known, hauled up a vessel into your yard as 
larM as 300 tons ?— Yes. 

Had you ever hauled up a vessel of 1,000 tons before this par^*s invention?-— 
Yes. 

You speak of hauling them up on these slips, did you construct your slip ? — The 
materials belonged to me; the original foundation, that is, the slip, was formed pre- 
viously ; the superstructure was my own. 

If you had not had the possession of these slips, and a vessel upon the old plan 
wanted to be hauled up, what would have been the oiitlay you must have gone to,, 
to enable you to haul her up to look at her bottom ? — A very considerable sum to 
construct a slip and apparatus ; I think it would come to about 2,000 /. as near as 
I can possibly tell. 

You say that if you were now commencing ship-building, and had a yard a( 
Harwich without a slip at all, it would cost you nearly 2,000 L to erect a slip on the 
old system that would be applicable to all kinds of vessels ? — Yes, with the materials 
for heaving up. 

You consider that this would cost i.ooo/. less than the other? — Yes. 

Then you gain the advantage? — Yes, the materials saved, and other advantages. 

You consi^r that you have no direct claim upon the improvement of the patent ? 
— No, not on the improvement. 

If the patent were renewed, you would not consider you had to pay any more ? — 
No ; as to any improvement in the patent at present, I am not aware if there is a 
patent for that. 

How long have you taken out a license? — It is now six years. 

Are there any more ship-builders at Harwich besides yourself ?^None. 

You have the exclusive right then? — There is no other ship-builder at 
Harwich. 

You have the exclusive right at Harwich of using it ? — I have the only slip ; but 
if I am to understand it to be asked, whether I am to be entitled to it exclusively at 
Harwich, and no other individual, I should say certainly not. 

Have you made an agreement with Mr. Morton that he shall not grant it to any 
one else at Harwich ? — TJo. 

Pray during the six years you have had the slip, how many vessels have you 
hauled up ^^—Eighty-four. - 

What was the average cost of hauling up these vessels ? — If I give the Committee 
.380. C 3 a statement 
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^Mw « statenont of the grade of prices for the various tonnage, it will suffice : under 50 tbns 

( fap»yr grfiia gi» ^^ charge would be 15*. ; from 50 to 100 tons, 1 L ; from 200 to 300 tons, 2 L\ 

a Awl ^^^ 3^^ *^ ^^^ ^°^* ^ '• 10^. ; from 400 to 500 tons, 3 /• 

itetl What is the largest vessel that has been drawn up?— Nearly 400 tons, not quite. 

. What would it have cost on the old plan to have hauled up this vessel ? — 

A vessel of about go tons would be 17/. 15^. ; 200 tons was 6o/», and the others 

of a larger size 500 /. and 600 /. 

Do you apprehend there would be any difficulty in applying the power, without 
much friction, to larger vessels ?-^No ; I think it might be constructed to carry 
aknost any size. 

You can multiply the power without increasing the friction ? — The power may 
be increased to overcome the additional friction : a slip for vessels of large size 
would not have so much inclination as at present ; my slip is one foot of inclinatioo 
in sixteen ; if the slip were much larger it might be different ; in tlie old way we 
can only get half an inch declivity in a foot. 

You do not think the weight of a line-of- battle ship would be an obstacle ?— * 
It would be a great weight, and require much precaution and care in making the 
slip secure. 

Would there not be difficulty in heaving a ship of 74 guns, with the wind on 
her broadside? — From the blocks which are placed at the floor heads, it would 
scarcely be possible for the wind to get her over. 

But it must make an unequal pressure on the other side ? — Immediately the 
water begins to leave her she is supported ; whilst two-thirds water-borne, the blocks 
are drawn under. 

What extent of ground do you require for a capstan ? —The sweep of the hars ; 
mine are horizontal wheels. 

How many men do you use in heaving up the largest vessel on the patent slip ? — 
Forty men j she was nearly 400 tons. 

What do you calculate the exact weight of that vessel ? — I do not know ; 1 have 
no opportunity of ascertaining the weight. 

How long were the 40 men Employed in conducting the operation ? — About three 
hours* 

And at what do you estimate their labour ? — The total charge is 3 /. ; under the 
old system it would be about 160 /. 

How many feet high was that vessel from the ground to the gunwale ? — ^Ihc 
depth of the ship, I should think must be about 27 feet. 

How many feet above the inclined plane was she drawn by the 40 men ? — The 
length of the ways is 41 8 feet ; I only took her up free from the water about 230 feet, 

flow far did you heave her?— About 230 feet. 

The 40 men actually worked her up 240 feet in three hours ? — Yes. 

What was the perpendicular height from the place where you first began to 
haul ?— One foot in 16. 

Are you aware that any improvements have been made in the slip in other 
places? — No. 

Are you aware that spherical rollers have been used instead of the rollers which 
are used by Mr. Morton? — No, I have heard of no other alterations. 

Have you ever been at Woolwich ? — Yes. 

Do you know the new building slips? — I haye not seen them. 

Do you apprehend it is probable that as this invention becomes more generally 
known it is likely to be mor^ generally adopted ? — 1 should think decidedly so. 
' Consequently the ratio of profits would be much greater in that space of time 
following, than the last six or seven years ? — Yes, certainly. 

You know the yard at Woolwich, do you think Slips could be adopted there ? 
— Yes, any where ; the only difficulty would arise from the circumstance of not 
being allowed to carry the ways into the. Thames ; therefore you would be under 
the necessity of excavating into the yard to obtain sufficient length for the ways. 

You might apply the patent slip to that ? — If permission to carry them into the 
Th^fflQes be obtained ; otherwise the ground must be excavated in the rear. 

Do you mean to say as to these slips, you know how far they could be carried ? 
--Yes. • • . 

If your ways are projected into the Thames at low water, in the same inclination 
the slip has, is there any reason why that addition, without excavating further 
inland, would not answer ? — None ; but I believe it is not allowed to extemi 
(jbekuctioBS-mlo tlie^TJiames.- . . - . ,..<»..::. ' 

.:>-:.\*^ * What 
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What height is the running way ? — Just clear of the ground. 

You are aware that there is a basin at Woolwich to tontain large line-of-battle 
ships ? — Yes, I have understood soi 

Do you think this machine could be laid down to be used from that with advan- 
tage ? — I do not know ; it is necessary to have sufficient water to float the vessel oq 
the carriage, and therefore you must either excavate or carry the ways into the 
river; my slip is 120 feet without, and the rest is in the yard. 






Sir Thomas Byham Martin^ a Member of the Committee, being examined in his 

{Jace^ stated, — 

The Kent, which was hauled up at Pljrraouth, on the old plan, cost 1,436/., but 
that expense included the taking off a very considerable portion of her top- weight, all 
her poop, and so forth ; and also taking her into dock, which was absolutely neces- 
sary to fit the cradle ; for in order to haul her up on the slip the ship was prepared 
in every way like a ship to be launched, and which could not have been done without 
taking her into ddck ; she is of the largest class, upwards of 1,800 tons. 

To what tonnage was she reduced before she was put on the slip? — I cannot 
tell ; the slip was already made, so that no expense was incurred on that account ; 
die charge altogether was 1,912/., but reduced to 1,436/. because the difference 
was for works permanently and generally useful. The expense of docking a firsts 
rate is about 3.5 /., but if from want of water it is necessary to heave her into dock, 
the expense will be about 100/. : docking a frigate 21 /., a sloop about 10/. The 
heaving down the Eagle, of 74 guns, at Malta, cost 942 /., besides straining and 
injuring the ship, which would be avoided if Morton's apparatus should be intro- 
duced on slips in the Colonial yards. 



Sir 

T. B. Martin. 



Martis, W die Aprilis, 1832. 



Mr. Thomas Morton^ again called in ; and further Examined. 

HAVE you a topy of your letters patent here? — ITiey have been put in. 

Did you grant any assignments of your patent right to operate either generally 
or locally ? — Locally, confined to the place or district. 

State the number you have granted ? — There was one at Greenock and Port 
Glasgow, to Messrs. Carsewell. 

Was that exclusive? — Yes ; it was confined to the ports of Greenock and Port 
Glasgow. 

How far did it extend ? — Over Greenock and Port Glasgow, and probably a milcf 
below Greenock, and between Greenock and Port Glasgow. 

Have you got the agreements with you ? — I have not. 
• Was the agreement in writing ?— It was in writing. 

Have you got it with you? — Mr. Carsewell has it ; I have not got ti copy of it^ * 

But cannot you tell the heads of the agreement ? — The agreement gave an 
exclusive right over that district. 

Was there any agreement besides that ; did you tell him you charged 200 /. foi^ 
your patent right, and that he must not go beyond that? — It was left quite open to 
him. 

Did you give him your right? — Yes, the same as I have myself. 

When was this granted ? — I think it was granted probably "^about 10 yeart agb. 

What did Carsewell pay for this ? — He paid 400 /. 
' And the exclusive right that you granted to Mr. Carsewell inchided a district on 
the Clyde, comprehending Greenock and Port Glasgow ? — Greenock and Port 
Glasgow, and a distance between the two ports, and some little distance bdow, 
I do not recollect how much. 

That includes two of the largest harbours in Scotland, does it not? — Greenock 
is allowed to be one of the largest, whether Port Glasgow be the next to it in point 
of size I cannot say ; they are two pretty considerable harbours. 

Were Messrs. Carsewell authorized to make any terms they chose ivith ship- 
builders and others, who wished to use their slips ?-^I gave them all the r^^ HtmM 
I had ; th^ could do the same as I could do* myself. • * - - - 

. 3&\j. €4 '' Do 
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Mr. Do you know if they have used this privilege themsel es? — They have not. 

tkomaa Moritm. Have they allowed any others to use it? — I understand from them that there has 
been only one application to use it, and that was made by an individual of the 
*%3fl!* name of M'Millan: I have received a letter from them, dated the 3d April, which 
contains the following : — 

'^ We have always been most anxious to exercise our right to the benefit of 
the patent, but no offer ever was made to us, except one by Mr. McMillan, of 
Greenock, but it was made when the patent was about to expire, when 
they expected it at a trifle ; and at any rate no terms were defined. We 
also offered to the magistrates of Greenock, as you know from the copy 
letter in your possession, that if the patent was renewed, the benefit under it 
should be communicated upon the same terms as were adopted throughout 
the kingdom, or prescribed by Parliament" 

Have they asked prices which persons have refused to give ? — I am not aware 
that they have. 

Do you know whether there are slips at Dumbarton, Bowling Bay or Glasgow? 
—I am not aware of any at Bowling Bay ; there are two at Dumbarton, and one 
at Glasgow. 

And are ships sent from Greenock to be repaired at those slips? — ^I am not 
aware of that. 

Does this exclusive privilege in Messrs. Car&ewell still exist? — It does, to the 
end of the patent. 

Will it be extended if the patent is renewed ? — I believe it will. 

How can that be ?-rTo the best of my recollection it is so provided in the deed; 
I am almost certain it is. 

Have you had any correspondence with Messrs. McMillan Sc Duncan, of 
Greenock, ship-builders, on this subject? — I think I had a letter from Mr. McMillan. 

And from Mr. Duncan ? — Not from Mr. Duncan, but from Mr. McMillan. 

Can you produce a copy of the letter of the iHh of April ? — I have not the 
letter-book here. 

Do you recollect the substance of this letter ; did it not contain paragraphs to 
this effect : *^ I beg to say that Messrs. R. & A. Carsewell, of Greenock, obtained 
** an exclusive license for laying down my patent slips, &c."? — No, I do not 
recollect that in the letter ; was this a letter from Mr. M'Millan? 

That is part of your letter to Mr. M'Millan, of the 1 ithof April ? — Yes, I think 
that might be the contents of it ; I think so, but I do not recollect, I have not th& 
letter book here. 

Do not Messrs. Carsewell at this moment contend that the benefit of any Act of 
PiMrliament that may be obtained, will extend to their assignment? — ^They do. 

Are there any other parties in the same circumstances as Messrs. Carsewell, with 
regard to exclusive privileges granted to them ? — There are one or two others. 

Are there not two or three others ? — Yes. 

Be good enough to state them ? — There is Liverpool. 

Who has got the exclusive privilege at Liverpool ? — It was granted to Messrs. 
tietherington. Laird & Addison. 

Where else are there any others ? — On the coast of Norfolk, to Mr. Haze. 

That is three ; are there any more? — Yes, to Mr. Laing, at Sunderland, who has 
an exclusive license /or the Tyne and the Wear ; there have been a number of slips 
^old there by him to other parties. 

Do you happen to know what profits have been made by any of the holders of 
exclusive licenses ? — I do not. 

Have all the individuals paid the same sum, 400/. ?— No, they have paid various 
sums. 

Messrs. Carsewell paid 400 /. ; what did they pay at Liverpool ?— One thousand 
^ two hundred and sixty. 

Was this all included in the license account handed in yesterday?— Yes, ail 
included. 

How far does the exclusive right extend on the Norfolk coast ? — I cannot recol- 
lect that, but the deeds are here, and they can be produced. 

Did you grant any of these assignments to other persons ? — To no one else. 

And they are all in the same terms, are they not, that they are to have your rights 
in the patent? — I think ihey are all in the same terms. 

Willyou be good enough to Jtate whether it.is your general impres3ion as to these 
... , agreements. 
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agreementSy that if this patent be renewed,, these people will have tins right continued ^^^ 

to them ?— It is my impression, with the exception only of Mr. Haze, as to whom ^^^^'^ Morto n. 
I am not certain. ~" 

Is there any exception with regard to Mr. Haze?— I am not quite certain, but ^^1832. 
I rather think there is. 

What makes you think that there is any exception in r^ard to the case of 
Mr. Haze ? — It strikes me that there was s<Hnething, but I do not at present 
recollect what it was. 

You consider that they are all alike? — All, except Mr. Haze. 

To what extent does the exclusive right granted to the gentlemen at Liverpool 
extend ? — Only to the Port of Liverpod. 

Does Mr. Laing confine himself to the two rivers, Tyne and Wear? — ^Yes, to any 
part of the rivers Tyne and Wear. 

Does the one in Norfolk extend along the whole coast of Norfolk ? — No, only 
a limited portion of it. 

How much ? — I do not recollect the boundaries of it, but it is not to any great 
extent. 

Where does it b^n ; does it begin at Yarmouth ?— Somewhere about Yarmouth ; 
I do not think any thing has been done in it ; there were some improvements going 
on, but I believe there has never been any thing done in it 

Does it include Yarmouth ?— It does not ; it excludes Yarmouth. 

Does it b^in on the lincobshire coast ?— I rather think it is the whole county 
of Norfolk, with the exception of Lynn and Yarmouth ; but the deed will be put in 
and will show. 

I wish to ascertain what extent of right you have sold to these individuals ; have 
you bound yourself down to these individfuals, that you will not allow any other 
persons to use your patent, or have you sold to these individuals the right of selling 
your patent? — ^The right of selling it, that they may make the most of it themselves. 

And do you conceive that in getting this extension of your patent, you will be 
getting the same for them ? — Yes. 

Then according as I understand it, so far as you have sold your rights to these 
individuals, you will not be benefited by the extension of the patent?— No, I will 
have no further payments from them. 

Then so far as this operates, there will be, to a certain extent, a restriction on 
ship-builders for the use of your slip, and no benefit to you, the inventor? — No 
benefit to me, the inventor, except what was formeriy paid to me. In the case of 
the Messrs. Carsewell, they have given a letter to the magistrates of Greenock, that 
they will throw the thing open in niture to the public, the same as I do myself. 

What is the reason of your bavins the other assignments, and not that to 
Messrs. Carsewell ? — I do not know j I have no motive whatever for keeping it 
back. 

What is the reason you have not got it ? — I believe I have no copy, and I did 
not think of getting a copy, as I did not think it would be required. There was a 
gentleman who wished to look at an English deed, and that accounts for the English 
deeds being here, and not the Scotch. 

You have got die other assignments, and not that to Messrs. Carsewell? — The 
English deeds are here, but not the Scotch ; there was a gentleman making a bar- 
gain about a license, who wished to see the English deeds, and that was the reason 
Uie English deeds were brought, and not the Scotch. 

Have you lately had any correspondence or intercourse with Messrs. Carsewell 
on the subject ? — Yes. » 

And were you not aware that this subject would probably come under discussion 
before a. Committee?— Yes, most likely; but it was owing to mere neglect that 
I did not think of getting a copy. 

Do you happen to know the amount of the receipts received by any of the holders 
of exclusive licenses, Messrs. Carsewell, for instance ?— I do not ; Messrs. Carsewell^ 
I presume, have got nothing, for they have never sold any slips. 

Have you made any inquiry with respect to this subject ? — I have not 

Do you know the amount of the sum they asked ? — I do not > 

Did they ever publish the terms on which they were willing to grant licenses 
under the authority they had from you ? — Not to my knowledge. 

On what terms do you propose that the renewal of the patent should be granted? 
T—It was not my duty to fix that; 14 years, I believe. 

Do you propose the same rates ? — I do not know ; the Committee will determine 
as to that ; we meant to have taken the same rates. 

380. D You 
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You 8ay that ycm proposed 14 years> and the ^ame fatas. I^ a3 yoo static 
dariag the last dght years of your existing patent, you have cleared nearly. 6^00^*'; 
that is 5,700 odd pounds ; what calculation have you formed in your own mind as 
to the amount of profit you may receive now that the thing has become so generally 
known ? — A great many parts of England, Scotland and frelsmd are now supplied^ 
and probably the fi^ will not be so great after this^ except in the Colonies* 

Caqyou fonn any idea a$ to the remuneration to result to yourself ? — I caanoL 

When did you last advertise this adventure in the newspapers ? — I am sure I do 
not recollect 

As you reside in Leith^ did it never appear in '^ The North British Advertiser/' a 
paper which you know is read in Scotland by all men of business ? — It never did, 
so far as I recoUeet. 

You are aware that that paper is more generally read in Scotiand than any 
other ?^ — For advertisements it is. 

When you disposed of your privilege to use one of your slips, as the Committee 
understand you did to a Jomt Stock Company at Borrowstonnness, did you undertake 
that you would not give that power to any other person ; I mean the power to 
erect these patent slips in any other part of the shores of the Frith of Forth?— I 
did not. 

Are the Messrs. Carsewell ship-builders at Greenock ?— They are. 

Have they got any dry docks of their own? — They have no dry docks, I believe. 

And you say that, according to your opinion, they have never used this patent 
slip ? — They never have. 

Then what mode do they resort to for hauling up ships for the purpose of repair? 
— ^There is a public dock, which I believe they put their ships into. 

Do they use the public dock ? — They use the public dock, I believe; they have 
no dry docks of their own, so fer as I know. 

Their building yard is in the Bay of Quick, is it not ? — Yes. 

Pray let me ask you, do you consider that by the powers of your patent, you 
have the liberty of refusing it, if application is made to you for a license? — I should 
think not 

In case that any one applied to you for a license, and you refused it, would th^y 
be at liberty to build a slip? — I am not aware how far that may be the case ; I 
think I am bound to sell the right. 



Robert Wallace^ £sq. called in y and Examined. 

Baberi Wallaet^ THE Committee understand that you have some objections to offer with reg^ 
£tq. to the renewing of this patent rigbt^^and they are ready to hear your objections, if 

*— — yon will be pleased to state them. Are you acquainted with thie mercantile and 
shipping interest in Greenock ? — Yes, with both. 

Do you know a^y thing of Morton's patent slip ? — I have observed it where it 
has be^ constructed^ that is chiefly in Glasgow. 

How long have you known it? — From the period of its being put up there. 

From what lime ? — From its first being coastnicted there. 

How did you happen to give your particular attention to itr^My atlmtion was 
drains very much to the nature of the slip altogether, as a means of increasing llie 
facilities and advantages of ship building, and more especially in the nepairing of 
vessels ; at die time that Mr. Morton first introduced his patent to the country at 
large, ship building, and the shipping interest generally as a whole, were at a very 
bw ebb, at a peculiarly low ebb ; for in the year 1 81 8 the redundancy of shipping, 
enring to 4he war, had not then by any means come to its lowest position ; perhaps 
there was no time at which ships were at a lower value, and of course the repair ^ 
^ps was a very material matter of consideration to any man, and every man at all 
connected with the mercantile or shipping interest ; and it appeared tome, from 
die advertisements that Mr. Morton at that time put into the newspapers, that l|is 
plan would not only be the means of cheapening the repairing of vessels, and also 
the building of vessels, but would bring another class of persons into the market ; 
that it would bring the small capitalist to engage in competition, with the larger 
capitalist, who, to my knowledge, speaking of Scotland generally^ were (^oprietors. of 
kmlding yards of their own, in some of which building yards there were dry docks, 
and in some wet docks, besides the advantage of having dry docks or wet docks in 
the town in which their building yards were. 

May I ask your opinion of Morton's patent slip ? — I thought very highly of it 
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when I first saw it, and the more I have seen, ahd the moi^ I have heard of it^ Uie Aotoi Wwlbieet 
more highly I thmk of it. ^• 

As you seem to have turned your attention a good deal to this subject, is it in 
your opinion a new invention ? — That is a question that I will reply to, but I reply *^8^i 
to it with a great decree of diffidence, as I have not given my attention accurately to 
any matters of mechanism; I hold it not to be a new invention; I speak under 
correctioD, I hold it to be an adapttttkNi of other inventione im oomdieQ use^ to a 
very osefiil purpose. 

Are there any slips m your neighbourhood ?— There are two at Dumbarton, 
which I may say is in my neighbourhood, as I past them fireqnently in going to 
and comhiff from Glasgow, where I have frequent occasion to go on matters <Mf 
business ; mere are two at Glasgow, one of these has been lately ooastmetad aft tin 
rad of the harbour of Glasgow ; those diat I have most knowledge of are those al 
Glasgow. 

Are diere any in Greenock or Port Glasgow ? — None in either. 

Has the use of the slip increased in the district that you live in ? — The use of 
the slip has very much increased ; I can speak with confidence to those in Glasgow, 
and from much more trivial observation ; but from information, I speak with confi- 
dence as to those in Dumbarton ; the use of the slip has very much increased ; 
I understand by the term, use of the slip, the plain meaning of it, and not the 
number of slips ; I cannot speak to that. 

Has the number of slips of late years increased to your knowledge?— I can only 
speak to an additional one at Glasgow. 

Are you perfectly acquainted wim the towns of Greenock and Port Glasgow?*— 
Very intimately. 

Is there much ship -building carried on in these towns ?— A great deal in both. 

What kind and quality of vessds are built there ?— I believe a first rate quafity ) 
except in the River Thames, none stand higher in tiie estimation of mercantile men 
and ship-owners than those built in the Clyde. 

Has ship^buildiag increased in these towns of late years ?--I understand it has 
not increased, but has rather decreased in these towns of late years. I do not speak 
of my own knowledge ; it is my belief, however, that it has decreased. 

To the best of your belief, has ship-building increased in the Clyde at the towns* 
of Dumbarton, Bowling Bay and Glasgow ? — It has greatly increased at all these 
three ; especially at Dumbarton ; it has very much increased at Dumbarton. 

There is a slip there, is there not ? — Two slips there ; there are various slips at 
Dumbarton. When I speak of sKps, I b^ to be understood as meaning 
patent slips. 
, Do they belong to the same person ?— That I do not know. 

Do you know if there are any dry docks at Greenock, and of what description 
they are ? — ^There are pretty extensive dry docks there ; not quite sufficient for 
the trade, but perhaps pretty nearly so ; they are of good construction, and one 
of late years has been constructed after the model of one of the best at liver*^ 
pool, which are supposed to be quite complete ; this one is also a public dry dock ; 
and there is a pretty extensive one belonging to the largest ship-buiMer in 
Greenock. 

Are there many ship-bnilders in Greenock and Port Glasgow? — A considetHbla 
number for the size of the ports. 

' Do yoti happen to know if it is the intention of the town of Greenock to preseilt a 
petition against the renewal of Morton's patent for his slip? — I know that perfectly 
well, for I was sent for by the Chief Magistrate of Greenock to communicate to me 
thai this was to be die case ; in consequence, I dare say, of a sort of notice in a 
Be#8paper that thero was about to be a meeting of the county of Renfrew for the 
same purpose. It was supposed, and truly supposed, that I w«s connected with 
the getting up of the county meeting of Renfrew. 

Are there any other petitions from that {Mtrt of the country ? — I know of my 
own knowledge of the on^ from Greenock, as I have got a copy of it I know of 
the intention of the county of Renfrew to petition the Legislature ag^nst the 
renewal of this patent, and I have heard in such a way as to induce me to believe 
it, and to have no doubt on the matter, that the royal burgh of Rothsay, in the fsle 
of Bute, is about to follow the same example. 

What is the ground on which they object to the renewal of the patent ?-^The 
Magistrates of Greenock, although they represent the interest of the town, at 
proprietors of dry-docks, imagine that it will greatly tend to keep up* the price of 
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Robert Wallace^ the repair of vessds if this patent shall be renewed, and that it ivill cheapen the 
^- repair of vessels and encourage the trade of their port, if the patent shall not be 

renewed. 
^^1833?* Do you know any thing of the exclusive privile^ granted by Mr. Morton to 

Messrs. Carsewell, of Greenock, for the use of his slip^— I know that Mr. McMillan, 
a ship-builder, in Greenock, came about six or seven months ago to state to me that 
he wished to lay down a patent slip, but that he had been refused the permission 
to do so. This is the same person that I have heard spoken of to-day. 

Did he state why he was refused, and did he apply to you to do any thing ? — 
I was applied to to take measures to ascertain whether he could force this right or 
not [ was afterwards applied to on notice being given that application was about 
to be made to Parliament for a renewal of the patent, to take such measures as 
would be the most proper means of stopping the renewal of the patent. 

Was the refusal made by a large sum of money being demanded, or was it an 
absolute refusal ? — He stated his case generally, and I can speak to it no more 
particularly. 

Do you know the grounds on which it was refused ? — I do not 

How long ago is this ? — About six or seven months ago. 

Have you b«5n applied to lately on the subject? — Very lately. 

By whom ? — By the same Mr. McMillan ; he gave me a memorial on the subject 

Have you got that memorial with you ? — No ; I transmitted the memorial on 
public grounds to Mr. Hume. 

To whom was the memorial addressed ? — I think it was addressed to myself; 
I am pretty sure it was. 

As you have attended a good deal to this matter, can you account for the want 
of increase in the demand for Morton's patent slips? — I certainly cannot account 
for it; I may have opinions with regard to the cause. 

Be good enough to state your opinions? — The opinion I entertain is perhaps 
threefold. In the first place, I am perfectly aware that in the year 1818, when 
this patent ri^ht was granted to Mr. Morton, as I have already stated it here, that 
at that time there was a great redundancy of mercantile shipping, I am spring 
of Scotland and the ports with which I am acquainted, and there is no other 
description of shipping there; there were as many building yards, dry docks and wet 
docks as there was occasion for, and a great many more ships ; consequently there 
could not be expected to be that demand for this invention that might have been 
under other circumstances ; besides which, the ship-builders of Greenock and Port 
Glasgow had accumulated considerable wealth, and had plenty of accommodation 
for ail their trade ; and I suppose they did not see it would be for their advantage 
to adopt this invention. In the next place it may be stated as my opinion, that 
immediately after the year 1818, the capital of all men, but chiefly of those who were 
possessed of small fortunes, or small savings which they had accumulated during 
the war, was very much effected, and. very much reduced, as also locked up by the 
Parliamentary proceedings of the year 1019, in regard to the value of money, and 
which not only alarmed but greatly distressed all interests, but more particularly the 
smaller capitalists. 

Are you aware of the sum that was formerly demanded for the price of a slip, 
or the license to use it ? — I was not aware of the sums until I saw them stated in 
the prospectus of Mr. Morton, which is now here. 

Is it your opinion, that persons would be prevented from using this slip by reason 
of the amount demanded ; you are aware of the sums now ? — I am aware that the 
prices travel upwards from 75 /. to 200 /. I think the smaller capitalists would 
certaraly consider well with themselves whether they would lay out 75 /• or any sum 
between that and 200/. upon this invention ; and I am quite sure of this, under- 
standing as I do the system of banking in Scotland, that any man with 100 /. or 
200 /. would be much more likely to succeed in his profession as a ship-buiJder if 
he put his 100/. or 200/. into the banker's hands, than into Mr. Morton's, the 
patentee's hands ; by one means, he would be enabl^ to have a considerable credit 
with his banker, who would not listen to his demand for credit merely on the score 
of having laid down a patent slip. 

> Do you think it would be useful if it had not been for the patent?— I certainly 
think it very highly useful even under the restraints of a patent, but for the reasons 
I have assigned of its requiring an additional sum to purchase it, it would be much 
more extensively used without one. 

As connected with the shipping interest, have you observed any advertisements 
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of late years, which have been the means of bringing this into general notice?— I Robert mokce, 
have observed no advertisements. I have frequently made it a subject of inquiry Eaq. - 

in passing slips on the River Clyde, it was matter of astonishment to me, that so — 

simple and beautiful an invention was not more generally resorted to ; all sorts of *^ Ap"^ 

reasons were given for this; such as, the dilBFerence in the state of the tide, the *^^*" 

shape of the shore, and the state of the beach, and various other reasons, to show 

that the places which I thought suitable for placing these slips, were unfit for them. 

The matter was, however, much solved to my view, on finding that there was about 

to be an application for a renewal of the patent, being perfectly convinced from 

observation, and quite satisfied from the attention I have paid generally to any 

matters that I have once given my mind to of public import, as well as those which 

apply to my own interest, that there has not been any advertisement of late years 

put forth on the subject. 

According to your impression, what do you think would be the effect of a 
renewed term of the patent on the ship-builder carrying on business on a large 
scale, or on the person just beginning business ? — I think 1 have replied already to 
that question* 

Is it your opinion, admiring as you do, the ingenuity of Mr. Morton's invention, 
and wishing him to be fully remunerated, that the public will be largely injured by 
the renewal of this patent, or not? — I think I have replied to that question 
already ; the public will be put to disadvantage exactly to the amount they are 
obliged to pay for it. 

Who is Mr. M'Millan, who made this application to you ?— He is a ship-builder 
in Greenock. 

Does he build large or small ships r — He is a banner as a ship-builder. 

Has he a dock of his own ? — He has no dock. 

Has he built any ships?— I, believe his trade principally consists in vessels that 
do not come under the denomination of ships, he is a builder of steam boats and 
other craft, somewhat about the size of a small description of steam boat; not 
steam boats for the open sea, but small boats. 

Did he state to you that he intended to use the slip if he could get it for the 
building of these small vessels ? — He stated to me that he intended to use the slip 
for building the small vessels in his trade, and that he should be able, by haying 
this slip, to construct these vessels, and repair these vessels, at a considerably less 
cost in his own building yard, than if he was forced to go to the public docks ; that 
he should save the whole value of the transfer of wood, copper, iron and other 
materials necessary for repairs ; and that he should be able to build cheaper in his 
building yard than if he was obliged to go to the docks. 

Are not there a great many steam boats lately established, belonging to the ports 
of the Clyde ? — A very great many. 

Did Mr. McMillan state to you the particular practicability or use as to steam 
boats, to which he should apply the slip if he got it ? — He did not state that to me. 

Did he state the grounds of the refusal to erect a slip? — He stated generally that 
they refused to allow him the right to lay down a patent slip. 

Did he state the advantages Siat he should derive from having a patent slip?— 
He said that he should receive, as he conceived, very great advantages* 

You have stated in a former answer, that you did not consider this to be a. new 
invention, but that it was a mere adaptation of something old ; would you explain 
that a little more fully ? — What I meant to convey by that expression was this, that 
1 understand it is an improvement upon a principle well known to be in practice 
on the coast of England, on the coast of Holland, and on the coast of the Adriatic, 
inasmuch as ships are drawn up there on rollers, by having smooth hard wood 
ways, and being drawn up by the force of men. In addition to this, it seems to 
me that Mr. Morton has applied the common use of railway principle, upon an 
inclined plane, in the same manner as it is applicable on a level ; that he has 
applied ^e smooth surface of metallic rollers or wheels on metal rails, fpr. getting 
up the weight, instead of wooden rollers as formerly ; and in fact that it is the 
adaptation of these principles conjoined, that has enabled him , to bring out this 
invention or contrivance, or whatever is the proper name to give to it 

May I ask you, are you aware whether ships are drawn up in Holland by means 
of a carriage placed under the vessel ? — I understand they are not, and that that is 
the chief novelty of Mr. Morton's invention. 

Is not that a new invention ? — I do not know whether it is or not ; it is a new 
application of carriages ; I am not inclined to admit that it is a new invention. 
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JMM tFaOace, You adtnit that it is a new application ?— As far as I know, and a very beautiful 

B^* one it is. 

— ~— — And you consider it an improvement ? — I speak very highly of it, and I speak 

*^ ^^ with great rductance as to any thing that may interfere with Mr. Morton's ample' 
*^^' remuneration. 

Has any trial taken place with r^urd to this patent ? — I know nothing as to that, 
but from what I have read in Mr. Morton^s prospectus. 

You have stated your reasons why the patent slip was not adopted at Greenock 
tiad Port Glasgow in the year iSi8, which you say was on account of the redun- 
dancy of ships at that time, can you state whether there would be any greatef 
demand for the use of the patent slip at present? — Certainly, that redundancy has 
ceased* 

In what manner are ships requiring repair at Greenock and Port Glasgow 
repaired at present? — ^They are repaired in the dry docks. 

What is Ae number of dry docks at these ports ? — There are three dry docks af 
Greenock. 

Does it frequently happen that vessels requiring repair are detained a long period 
ift these ports, waiting for an opportunity to be taken into these dry docks ? — ^That 
they are detained I kn6w, but how long they are detained, or how frequently, 
I cannot speak to. 

What is the charge which is made by the proprietors of these dry docks for the 
use of them ? — I do not know the charge ; they are all under regulations ; I bav« 
if not in my memory. 

You have stated in a former answer, that if these slips were employed in Greenock; 
they would be the ibeans of rendering the repairing of ships cheaper; on what 
grounds do you give that opinion? — Because it is a much more simple, and 
evidently a much cheaper operation, as I think ; and I am confirmed in this opinion 
by the increase of their use at Glasgow and at Dumbarton, which are the only two 
placto immediately under my eye. I am quite confident there is an increasing 
demand for their use. 

Can you state whether there are any dry docks at Glasgow ? — ^There are not. 

Are there any dry docks at DuiAbarton ? — ^There are not, I believe not, I think 
not 

I wish to know how it would be cheaper to repair vessels at Greenock, where 
there are dry docks in existence, than it would be to repair vessels on this slip?-^ 
I have already replied to that, and I will repeat what 1 stated ; of course it will be 
a great deal cheaper to repair any thing close to where you have the materials lyin^ 
than to carry those materials, and of such a heavy nature as iron, oak, copper, &c., 
besides the waste of men's time, to a place perhaps a quarter of a mile distant, as 
is the case occasionally in Greenock, it will be cheaper to do that in the centre of 
the bdilding yard, and in the midst of the materials and the workshops of the 
various mechanics employed. 

Is there no accommodation where the dry doeks are, for depositing materials for 
repairing these vessels? — Quite the contrary; there is a great waste by means of 
little pilferings, and watching to prevent this, it being close by the bpen street diat 
the public docks are ; there is a private dock in the town, which is said to have 
been a source of great emolument to the proprietor, as it ought to be, and which 
has a very great advantage, there being no thieving or pilfering there, and the mate^ 
rials and Workshops surrounding it 

According to vour notion, could not a person establish a ship-builder's plant 
with a much smaller capital, by means of this slip, than if they were compelled to 
cbhstruct docks?— *The statement of Mr. McMillan corresponds widi my own im- 
ptression on the subject, when he said, that small beginners with a small ci^ital 
could come into competition with the larger capitalists by means of thb slip, wbidi 
ttiev cannot do without it 

Are you aware of what is Aie value of the docks ndw established in Greenock; 
pfw^ich you have spoken ; what is the capital invested ? — No, I am not. 

Gian you state what is about the tonnage of the vessels that Mr. M^MiHan 
constructs, and for the repair of which he would require a patent slip ? — I cannot 
speak to that; Mr. McMillan is merely a bednner. As I understood him, he 
stated his case to me on this principle, that if he could get the advantage of this 
slip, that with his activity and capital, he should be able to make some sort of com^ 
petition with the lar^r capitalists, and that if it wete denied to hiln, it wbuld be a 
means of preventing nim carrying on his trade so advantageously as he might do. * 
' ' • Did 
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Did he state to yoa that the addttonal sum that he would be doaxgdd for a lUiUri Wdki$^ 
license, over and above the prime cost of the slip, was so great as to prc^de the ^- 

possibiiity of his obtaining it ? — He did not enter into pecuniary matters at all ; 
he stated that he was willing to pay a sum to be allowed to exercise the right, which '^^. - 
be said he was refused. 

Did he state to you, whether he had made any specific offer to the patentee? — 
I am quite sure he did not state any specific offer. 

Have any new docks been constructed at Greenock since the period whea 
Messrs. Garsewell purchased of Mr. Morton the right to put up this slip ?— I think 
the largest has been constructed, at any rate finished, since then. 

Who does that belong to ? — ^To the public ; I believe it is in joint stock shares. 

Can they use the dry docks during neap tides ? — Yes, th^ can use the dry docks, 
some of them, at all tides. 

Do you consider that this invention will be a very great saving to the shipping 
interest <tf the country, as fisur as regards the repair of ships?— f consider that it 
will be so, provided it is made generally known ; I am inclined to believe that it is 
veiy little known. 

Uo yoa consider that a sum of 5,000 /. is a larse remuneration to the persoia 
who invented this ? — ^That is a sut^ect on which I cannot speak. I should wish 
very much to be excused from a reply. I have every desire that Mr. Morton 
ehcnU be fiilly remunerated. I cannot form an opinion upon that, but tf I am 
desired, I will speak to it as well as I can. 

You have stated, that you consider that if the patent is renewed, it would operate 
as a bar. to prevent the erection of slips ?-^I only mean to say that inasmuch as it 
will require more capital to go on in that way, 1 have no doubt that when the 
information is sent forth to the country, as I suppose and anxiously hope it will in 
consequence of this investigation, that there will be a large demand for these slips. 

Do you conceive that if there was a fixed scale per ton for granting licenses at 
a reduced scale, that it would be the means of preventing the small capitalist from 
purchasing the licei^e for the slip ? — No, it would facilitate it ; the lower it is made 
the more it would facilitate it 

What would you say would be a moderate price at which to fix the scale, so as 
not to prevent the erection of slips?— I imagine they will be erected whether that 
point is conceded or not ; I am convinced they are of such consequence that they 
will be erected, but it would affect the small capitalist 

You do not think that the difference of 15 per cent, in the price of the sKp will 
preclude the possibility of its being set up? — I am quite confident it will not 
preclude it, but I am equally confident it will have its effect exactly in proportion 
to the amount charged and the inconvenience created. 

Suppose a ship d[ 300 tons required to be taken into a dock at Greenock, and 
that it was requisite she should stop a long period, what would be charged finr her 
staying there ? — I cannot reply to that question. 

Can you tell us, whether Messrs. Carsewell have or have not become joint pro- 
prietors of the dock which has been constructed since they have had a share in this 
patent right ?= — I do not know. 

Do you know whether any vessels have been sent firom Greenock or Port 
Glasgow to Dumbarton, where there is a slip, to be repaired, in preference to going 
inco the docks at ^ese places ? — I do not know. 

Are you aware of the amount of outlay that must be incurred, provided a person 
obtains a license to use these slips of Mr. Morton's, in order to apply that to ships 
of 500 tons ? — I could not speak to that 

Would it require more outlay in the construction of works to accommodate them 
to this slip than to the ordinary methods adopted in other parts of England, or in 
other parts of die world to haul up ships ? — I should diink a very mere triffe, for 
the whole of the materials are so cheap ; it is the putting of Aem together, and not 
the valae,.ihat would affect the whole machine. 

Who does the private dock belong to that you have spoken of ?— :To Mr. Scott. 

Are you ttware whether Messrs. Ci^rsewell have any property in the dry dock 
there ? — -I do not know whether they have or have not. 

You addressed a letter to one of the Members of the Committee some time a^, 
directing his attention to the question of the renewal of the patent ; did you writ^ 
to any other Members of Parliament, and will you state the reasons why you did 
so? — I addressed myself to four or five gentlemen, Members of Parliament, and 
had it not been for the accidental circumstance of my coming to London, which was 
. 3«o. D 4 * quilfc 
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Robert Wallace^ quite unexpected, I should have addressed a considerable number more. Hie 
^* reason why I did so, was with a view of drawing their attention to the renewal of 

; — this patent, on the principle that in my opinion it would be a public evil if it should 

iio. April, 1^ renewed, and as servants of the public, I considered I was entitled to approach 
'^ ^^' them in the way in which I did. I wrote to the Member for the County, Sir Michael 

Shaw Stewart, and to two or three gentlemen with whom I have not the honour of 
being acquainted, and who may, perhaps, be here. Mr. Ross, Member of Parlia* 
ment for Aberdeen ; to Mr. Gillon, Member for the Selkirk' District of Burghs ; and 
tQ Mr. Dixon, Member of Parliament for Glasgow. I had previously written to 
Mr. Hume, inclosing the Memorial which I have before alluded to; one of ifiy 
reasonli fdr doing so was, because I thought that the individual who entrusted it 
to me, must have some reason why he preferred that I should assist him, to that of 
going to the macrisirates of the town in which he lives, whom we all know to be 
liberal In their views and enlightened in their understandings,, but who hold an 
interest for the town in a dry dock, and which may h^ supposed to have had some 
effect on this person, as being against the view he had of establishing anbther 
system of drawing up ships. I remember I wrote to Mr. Hume, begging of him 
not in any way to act in it so as to injure Mr. Morton, for whom, and for his 
invention I entertained the highest respect, except there was any thing like stealing 
a march, or any thing of that sort;, but to do every thing necessary to stay the 
proceedings until a, general inquiry could be made, in to it. As soon as I came to 
London, and understood that the matter was to come before a Select Committee, 
I said to Sir M. S. Stewart, my end was entirely obtained, for that in addressing 
myself to those Members of Parliament to whom I had written, I had. done so on 
public principles, and to public men. 

You addressed yourself to these gentlemen, as being guardians of the shipping 
interest of the country ? — Certainly I did. 

Was there any public meeting at Greenock on the subject of the renewal of this 
patent? — I rather think there was not ; I am certain th^e was not The magis- 
trate informed me, that he had not called a general public meeting on account <A 
the disease, the cholera, that was then prevalent in the town. , 

James Hasliit^ Esq. called in ; and Examined. 

Jam€$ HasHit, HOW long were you in His Majesty's artizan department ?— For a period erf" 
E«q. two-and-twenty years. 

^ By what means were ships hauled up on slips before the introduction of 

Mr. Morton s patent ? — There was a simple slip way ; there were ways left at t 
certain distance on a slip, sufficiently strong to bear the. weight of the ship. Then 
there was a cradle corresponding with the way, and the cradle was put under the 
ship, as in the instances of Portsmouth and Plymouth. In the instance which had 
occurred at Portsmouth, it was a frigate on which it was employed. We took one 
tide to place the cradle under tlje frigate, and it took two days and 700 men to 
raise the frigate on the old system, consequently, as a practical man, I must be 
permitted to say, that the public are much indebted .to Mr. Morton for his intro- 
duction of the rollers. 

What are the properties or advantages arising from the introduction of 
Mr. Morton's rollers ? — The ease with which you can get the ship up, in preference 
to the common inclined plane, without any assistance. 

Are Mr. Morton's rollers subject to casualty in their operation ? — Undoubtedly, 
because tbey act on axles. 

Have you known of any ?— To my own knowledge I have not ; but undoubtedly, 
if you increase the, power or the pressure, you must either increase the size of the 
axis, and that will reduce the speed, and if you increase the axis, then the thing 
becomes neutralized or negatived >. \ - 

Are you aware that Captain Brown has got a patent for a slip for drawing Tip 
ships? — Yes. 

State what is the principle on which Captain Brown's patent is founded?— 
Captain Brown's principle is this; instead of going on an axi», it goes oh its own 
circumference. If the Committee will allow me, I will refer to an instance by 
which it can be exemplified. When the immense piece of granite which! saw at 
St, Petersburgh, was* removed to the present place where it now stands, on which 
the statpe of Peter the Great is placed, the Russians used that for the purpose of 
removing it ; and there was no other power whatever that could be applied for its 
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ranoiraL CaptaiB Brown s principle is preci^dy the same* It is a small circle Jmtt HasUtt, 
acting on a krger, that no potiw on earth can crush* I would use it in raising a ^sq. 

first rale where the sum of displacement is between 4 and 5,000 tons ; it cannot """"""^^ 
be crushed. '^^^April, 

Have jom made any experiment as to its comparative powers with Mr. Moi:tonV ^ ^^' 

invention ; suppose a vessel to be drawn up by Mr. Morton's slip, by what power, 
accoffdmK to Captain. Brown's pku^ can you draw the same weight? — ^The pro- 
p«4GBg torce is^ as near as I can speak, about hal£ If I required 29 pounds to 
mise Mr. Morton's. axle roller on an inclined plane of one inch to the foo^ I should 
only require 16 pounds to raise Captain Brown's rotatory roller on an inclined plane 
of one inch to a foot 

State to the Committee whether any experiments have been made^ and what has 
been the raeult of those experiments as regards power? — Mr. Morton's roller being 
an axle roUer, I tried it at the Isle of Dogs, at Captain Brown's establishment, on 
a carriage, and I found that when the roller acted on its axis on an inclined plane 
of oae inch to a foot, it required 29 pounds to raise the carriage, wdghing 
1 cwt. 3 quarters and 12 pounds. I immediatdy took the roller out of its 
axis, and I placed the rdler according to Captain Brown's plan, and the roller 
aeted on its drcumference, not on an axle, I then tried the propelling force re- 
quired to draw it up the indined plan^ and it only took 10 pounds; evidently 
•bowing that Ae roUer requires leas force in its circular actioti than when going on 
an axle. The odMr immense advantage is, that you can raise men of war of any 
weight on the roller, and there JB no possitnlity of crushing it { there cannot be any 
casualty. 

Did you try any axperiments 00 the diffiwent inclined planes ? — I did. 

Will yon state the different degrees of inclination according to the experiments 
you made ?~(7%e WitMmAanM im a HatmaU to that effect^ 

Have you ever seen the sp eoifaMtion of Mr« Morton's patent? — I have not. 

You cio not know whether Mr. Mi^rton took out his patent for a roller as well as 
for truck i^4ieels ?*-4 do not 

If Mr. Morton, in his specification, had mentioned the drawing np vessels on a 
eradJe, moved on a roller, would thatnot have been idwtical with the one you have 
just described ? — I apprehend not 

Inintet mspect wodd it be di£forett?^Tbe acticm of &e roHer is decidedly 
difievent. 

The one you have described as on a apherieal roller ?— ^Exactly so. 

If rollers generally were mentioned in the specification, would there be any 
t>bjection to any person, under Mr. Morton^s patent^ usii^ a spherical roller? — The 
Bxle K^r is subject to accident. 

In wiiat manner do they differ ? — When the roller goes on an axis, if you 
increase the power, you mcrease the friction and reduce the speed ; tibat is one 
objection ; again, you are liable to casualty by the axle being pressed ; yon could 
not raise a man*of*war by the axle roller. 

Do you mean a truck wheel ? — Yes. 

If in Mr. Morton's patent he is allowed to employ truck wheels and rollers of 
any kind, what advantage would that be over the plan you have -now described, to 
Mr. Morton's plan, the carriage being on a roller, not an axis roller? — The ad- 
vantage would be in speed, evidently. 

The question as to the word " roller " being used generally in Mr. Morton's 
patent, what is there to prevent his making use of the very rollers you are now 
speaking of? — I apprehend the motion of the roller must be specified, whether it 
be on an axle or spherical ; that is the essential difference of the two. 

Can you state the relative proportion of surface on both these wheels which were 
exposea to firiction at the .same time? — ^The surface was the same, but there was no 
friction. 

What do you mean by the surface being the same, ^hen one was moving on a 
drcpit, the other on an axis f-^1 stated xh^i I took the roller out of its axis, and 
placed a piece of wood so as to fix the roller, and I took the same roller on 
Mr. Morton's principle, out of its axis. I turned the cahriage up, and the same 
carriage o|)erated on the .roller in the spherical movement; that is how I ascer- 
tained the force. 

If you were to |>lace a sphere of any kind on a plain surface do you not reduce 
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Jams Hadiity the friction to almost nothing ; for instance, if a wheel were in a triangular foroi/ 

. ^' and the point of it merely to touch the plane, it would have the sdme efiect as a 

10 Aoril sphere, would it not ? — 1 apprehend not, because there is the axis of movement 

1832/ In what do you conceive to be the ereat advantage of Mr. Morton's patent ; » 

it in the roller, or in the machinery which is to be applied over the whole, or in 

what does it consist? — Unquestionably it is immense. 

And what is the chief advantage ? — ^There was nothing to ranove the pressure. 

In what do you conceive the great advantage of Mr. Morton's plan congists ? — 
It facilitates the movement ; if you place a weight on a common sledge, or on four 
wheels, it will have that eftect. 

Is it the placing the draught, not to the ship itself, but to what draws it, and 
then placing the roller on a railway, and then the complicated machinery, on 
which of these principles do you conceive that Mr. Morton's improvement over' 
the former plan consists? — I cannot explain it more than by saying, that in the 
dock yards they formerly used sledges on which they placed 4 or 5 cwt. and 
which required four horses to draw it ; if you place the same weight on four 
wheels, one horse would draw it. 

It is therefore on the roller? — Unquestionably. 

By the former mode were the tackles applied to the vessel, or to the cradle ob 
which the vessel was placed ? — To the cradle, unquestionably. 

Supposing that according to Mr. Morton's plan, a vessel of 500 tons can be 
drawn up to be repaired for 3 /., as was stated yesterday, what would be the expense 
of drawing up, on a similar footing, the same vessel by Captain Brown's plan ? — I 
am not prepared to answer that question. 

Is there any power in Captain Brown's plan of moving a ship from the direct 
line in which she is drawn up out of the way, to admit of one, two or more vessels to 
be drawn up on the same slip ? — Captain Brown has a lateral motion by wfaidi, after 
he has raised a vessel to a certain point, he will bring a ship up ; there is a lateral 
motion by which he may bring up six men of war. 

Can that be done by Mr. Morton's patent as far as you know ? — I do not know 
to what extent Mr. Morton's patent will go, or what power it b«s# 

Is the lateral movement attended with any greater force; does it require any 
greater power than the power for elevation ? — Less* 

How much less, and why? — When a ship of 1,400 tons is raised up to the 
ways prepared for the lateral motion, the power required to draw up the indined 
plane of one inch to a foot, was 30 ; the force required to remove her on the lateral 
ways would be only 13. 

What would be the expense ; have ybu any idea ; have you made any estimate 
of what would be the expense of a slip on Captain Brown's plan, as compared with 
the expense of Mr. Morton's? — I cannot speak as to the comparative expense. 
Captain Brown states, that to erect a slip and make the cradle, and fix the rollers, 
would cost 400 /. for a 1,400 ton ship. 

Do vou mean to say that the whole expense of the way, with the slip necessary 
to haul up a 1,400 ton ship, would only be 400 L ? — So the Captain states in his 
specification. 

Have you made any calculation as to the comparative merits? — I have not. 

Will you be able to do it? — It would require time. 

Has this invention of Captain Brown's been carried into execution any where ? — 
There is a model. 

Has it been carried into execution any where ? — No where. 

WTien was the patent taken out? — ^This time 12 months. 

Why has it not been tried ; has there been no application about it ? — I believe it 
has entirely rested with Captain Brown. 

When you say that it would only cost 400 /., do you mean die whole slip and 
every thing; supposing the ground ready, and every thing else for repairing her, 
could that be done for 400 /., for her to stand in her position ? — Not having gone 
into the estimate, I cannot speak to that point. 

Have you made any experiment, by a model and plan, of Ae power which you 
have now stated ? — Yes, I have. 

Is that model now in London? — The model is at Brown & Lennox's, Mill wall. 

Do you mean to say that the cradle that is in the model in Mr. Morton's machine 
is not a new invention ? — I have not said that it is not a new invention. 

You were asked, and you said that you did not consider it as a new invention, 

but 
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but only an improvement on an old invention ? — I beg pardon, I could not have Jome* HoiUttf 
said so, for I never saw Mr. Morton's slip, nor his rollers. ^• 

Have you ever seen one of Morton's slips? — I have not .. 

Will the spheres not moye in sockets? — No ; the spheres will move in common ^%3«? ' 
ways, the same ways as you launch a ship in. 

Will there be hard surfaces without a socket for these spheres ? — They are well 
attended to ; there is a central way that keeps the ship in her position, a mere 
roller ; the rollers are joined or kept in their places by a continuous chain, that is 
made similar to a chain by which you try chain cables, and cannot break; the two 
rollers are connected by a bax ; there is a plate which embraces the bar, and thus 
Che chain is connected ; the rollers are at a distance of eight or ten feet. 

Does the bar pass through the centre of the rollers ? — The bar passes through 
the centre of the rollers. 

Does nor that act itself as an axis ? — It cannot 

I ask you whether, supposing the expense of drawing up a ship of 500 tons, by 
Mr. Morton's plan, cost for the labour 3 /., whether, if your estimate be correct, that 
Captain Brown's plan admits of the drawing up a ship with the application of less 
force^ whether the expense of drawing up a ship of the same tonnage must not be 
less than 3 /., the whole charge for Mr. Morton's ? — On the principle that the 
propelling force is less; for instance, if Mr. Morton's principle requires 100 men to 
raise it, on Captain Brown's principle 50 men would raise it 

Is that entirely owing to diminution of friction by the roller? — By the diminution 
of friction ; that is the novelty of the principle. 

John Farejf, Esq. called in; and Examined. 

DID you draw the specifications for the patents for Mr. Morton and for Captain jokn Farty, 
Brown? — Yes ; for Mr. Morton in 1818, and for Captain Brown in 1831. ^• 

Have the goodness to state to the Committee what is the difference between the — — — 
two plans ? — I do not consider those two inventors to have had a common object in 
view. Mr. Morton's slip is for drawing up ships out of the Water to repair them, 
as a substitute for dry docks ; Captain Brown conceived a very extensive project 
for conveying ships over land upon horizontal stone railways ; he called it a ship 
railway. It was necessary, in order to transfer the ships from the water to these 
level railways (which he intended to lay across the country) to use inclined planes, 
up which the ships could be drawn ; and inasmuch as the ships were to be drawn 
up inclined planes, that portion of Captain Brown's plan resembled Mr. Morton's, 
who had no farther object than to haul up ships for repairing or laying up. The 
mere issA of hauling up ships out of the water on the dry land is not Mr. Morton's 
invention, but his improved mode of doing it, beyond the previous modes, is his 
merit 

The plan of hauling ships up inclined planes, which had been used on some very 
rare occasions before Mr. Morton's slip was invented, was precisely the reverse of 
launching a new built ship into the water, viz. two long inclined fixed ways of timber 
were laia temporarily on the ground beneath the vessel, on each side of her keel, 
just like the ways which are prepared for launching a new ship ; and in like manner 
a timber cradle was applied to the bottom of the vessel, fitted as nearly as they 
could be Xo the curvatures of the bottom, and resting on the fixed inclined ways. 
This preparation being made, the ship and cradle was hauled up by purchase tackles, 
which were passed round the stem of the ship, and around the cradle, so as to get 
a secure hold of both. This method was so troublesome, laborious, expensive and 
uncertain, that it never was or could be used, except as an expedient to repair a 
stranded ship, which could not be removed into a dry dock. 

Mr. Morton's mechanical slip was, in my opinion, quite a new invention at the 
time he took out his patent in 1818. The great feature of novelty and merit in 
his invention consisted in getting a complete wheel carriage underneath the bottom 
of the vessel, which wheel carriage has one long straight middle beam, extending 
beneath all the length of her keel, with blocks fitted upon it for the vessel's keel to 
rest upon, precisely in the same manner as the weight of a ship is supported while 
building. The cradle, which had been occasionally used before, was not one carriage, 
but two distinct parts, each part resting on one of the fixed temporary inclined ways, 
the two parts being fitted beneath the opposite sides of the vessel's bottom, without 
any connection between the two parts of the cradle, or offering any support beneath 
the vessel's keel. It was quite a chance how the two parts of the cradle would fit to 
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JohnFarey,^ the bottom of the vessel, to sustain it, without occasioning unequal bearings, and 
^^ twisting or straining the vessel out of shape. As all vessels are quite straight at 

' V-n" the underside of the keel, or else have some known curvature thereof, it is easy to 
1830. * dress the blocks, which are placed on the middle beam of Morton's carriage, to a 
straight line (or to the known curvature of the keel) before the ship is taken up ; 
imd owing to the structure of the slip, it is certain that there will be no deviation in 
the form, of the carriage, when the weight of the ship comes upon it, because the 
carriage is borne in such a substantial manner, upon solid railways of cast Jron, 
founded upon timber and piles, or upon stone-work, the bearing of the carriage being 
by means of numerous wheels or trucks of cast iron, which are adapted to run upon 
those CBSt*iron railways, whence it is quite certain that the carriage will not alter 
its figure by the wei^t of the ship. There were other accessary contrivances of 
concurrent importance to the complete performance of the object, such as cross 
bearers to the carriage, with blocks sliding along them athwartship, to be jambed in 
beneath the curvied bottom, for the purpose of keeping the vessel in an upright 
position, but without bearing any material portion of weight on those blocks, for 
they are not jambed into their places until after the vessel has settled down to rest 
on her keel, the great weight being tliirown on the middle railway, by the 
keel resting on thf beforementioned blocks along the middle beam of the carriage, 
which are similar to the blocks on which a vessel is built ; also a very complete 
and convenient purchase tackle, of adequate strength and power for drawing up 
the wheel carriage and ship on the inclined plane by men working at a capstan or 
at winches, with cog wheels, and a strong chi^, the chain being attached to the 
carriage, and not exerting any pull on the ship ; also strong palls to catch into a 
cast-iron rack of serrated teeth, which is formed between the rculways on which the 
wheels of the middle beam of the carriage run, which palls retain the carriage and 
ship from running down the inclined plane, although die palls offer no obstruction 
to the ascent of the carriage when it is drawn up the inclined plane. No suc^ 
palls were or could be used to secure the cradle, in the former mode» from sliding 
down the ways ; but if the tackle broke during the . operation, the ship must have 
slipped back into the water, which can never happen in Morton's. 

Do you consider that Mr. Morton's was an original invention, and did you deem 
it a great improvement on the old plan, wherein no ways or cradle was used ?— 
I considered it an original invention at the time, and my attention has been 
frequently called to it in the last 14 years^ during which time I have seen no 
reason to alter my opinion. The old mode of hauling up a vessel without- ways 
or cradle, is only proper for fishing-boats ; it would be destructive to treat a vessel 
of any size in that barbarous manner ; and it is in fact impracticable, except for 
small vessels. 

I ask you whether, if instead of this new invention of Captain Brown's, to which 
you have alluded, being for transporting ships over land, it had been confined to 
merely getting them out of the water, would you have considered his mode of doing 
that as an improvement on the plan of Mr. Morton ? — 'That question involves the 
consideration of the details of the two plana for drawing ships up inclined planes 
out of the water ; and I am not aware of all the details of that portion of Captain 
Brown's plan, because at the time I made his specification he had not made any. 
machinery ; whereas, Mr. Morton has constructed many large machines with which 
r am well acquainted ; hence, in answering the question, 1 should be drawing a 
comparison between a project which, as far as it is known to me, is not fqlly made 
out in all its details, and a reality which is in constant use. 

Since the plan of Captain Brown has been brought to perfection, and his noodel 
completed, have you seen it? — No, I have not seen any model of Captain Brown's 
at all. 

But cannot you judge from the specification ? — Yes ; I can judge firom the specifi- 
cation, because I wrote it and maide the drawings belonging to it ; but I shsM be 
under the necessity of comparing a project with a reality, and with that> premise 
I will give my opinion. The great improvements that Captain Brown expected to 
make was by applying loose rollers for the carriage to roll over when it ascends the 
inclined plane in place of wheels turning on axles or pivots, which Mr. Morton uses. 
To support the carriage, the specification of Mr. Morton's patent of 1818 mentions 
rollers as well as wheels ; and he made a set of rollers for his first slip in 1818 in 
lieu of wheels, but could not, on trial, make them answer with certainty and safety^ 
and therefore has kept to the wheels ever since. I think he is right. Rollers 
without axles will certainly diminish the firiction of rolling bodies over them; and it 
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lias been proposed, at various periods, to apply rollers in place of wheels to carriages Jokn Farey, 
generally, and many very expensive attempts have been made to achieve it, in a ^- 

variety of ways, but they have been almost uniformly abortive attempts. I have — " 

scarcely ever known the application of rollers to succeed in lieu of wheels for '^isoa 
bearing great weights. The great reason is, that loose rollers without axles require 
two hard surfaces, one above them as well as one beneath them. It is not enough 
to have a bard and straight road, but there must also be a hard and straight bottom 
to the carriage. Another difficulty is, that a new supply of rollers is always wanted 
to be put before the carriage as it advances, and other rollers come out from 
behind the carriage ; hence uiere must be some means of transporting the rollers 
which are left behind the after part of the carriage, to the fore part, or else there 
must be a great surplus of rollers provided to furnish all parts of the road with 
them. Another difficulty is to keep the rollers in their places on the road-way, and 
to keep the carria^^ straight on the road- way, which is a most essential condition 
for hauling up a ship. Tne rollers should be loose and unconfined beneath the 
carriage and on the road-way, for if they are confined by axles or guides, a great 
part of their advantage in the diminution of friction will be lost ; and it the rollers are 
laid loose on the road-way, they are always getting together in clusters, and getting 
awry, so as to fail where they are wanted to support the carriage. We see every 
day that this plan of loose rollers answers very well for the casual transportation 
of heavy stones and masses of iron for very short distances where men are con- 
stantly on the watch to keep the rollers straight and equidistant beneath the weight, 
and to apply fresh rollers in front when requisite ; but for any machinery that is 
intended to perform an expeditious operation, and to move through considerable 
distances, such rollers (as far as my experience has gone) have invariably been 
found very inferior to wheels on axles, except where the moving carriage is required 
to turn round in circles like a windmill head, or a turning bridge, or a crane, because 
as the rollers then go round over and over the same road, they do not require fresh 
rollers to be shifted from the hinder part of the carriage, to before it. According 
to any plan which I can conceive of applying rollers in lieu of wheels, with axles, to 
the carriage of Morton's slip, they would, in my opinion, certainly be inferior to 
the wheels which Mr. Morton uses, for the rollers would be under water and could 
not be watched, and would be most exceedingly liable to get out of place, and bear 
the carriage unequally, and serious accidents might happen to a ship before it was 
known that a bearing roller had shifted out of its proper place. 

My question was, supposing Captain Brown's plan to succeed, and his invention 
to have been confined to getting the vessel out of the water, would it not be rather 
an improvement on Mr. Morton^ plan than an original invention ? — Captain Brown s 
can only be an improvement on Mr. Morton's in any case ; but Mr. Morton con- 
templated the use of rollers in 1818, and tried them just as Captain Brown proposed 
to do in ] 832. 

Are you impressed with the conviction that Captain Brown has no means of 
keeping the rollers at fixed distances under the carriage, and that there is not a 
continuation of rollers at some distance ; what do you mean by rollers being loose ? 
— Yes ; Captain Brown proposed to connect the pivots or axles of the rollers one 
to another by links like a chain, or like the steps of a ladder, and that was what 
Mr. Morton tried ; but when the rollers are effectually confined, from getting out of 
place by such means, the friction arising from such means of confinement, will take 
away a great part of the advantage which appears to result from comparative ex- 
periment of their friction, against the friction of wheels which move on axles or 
pivots. The confinement of the rollers, if effectual, causes the friction to approach 
very much to the friction of well made common wheels with axles or pivots. When 
the latter are fairly tried, that is, when the pivots are well made, of good hard 
materials, polished, well greased, and tried when they are set in motion ; not the 
friction of beginning to move, for the friction of axles or piyots is far greater at first 
starting from rest, than the friction of continuing motion, when it is once com- 
menced. All small experiments, such as have been stated to the Committee, are 
most deceptive, and when such plans are reduced to practice on a large scale, very 
diffisrent results are found. If you observe a lot of workmen, when transporting 
a heavy block of stone on loose rollers, you will see that they are obliged to watch 
and keep the rollers straight and equidistant, by applying their crowbars frequently. 
If machinery is applied to confine these rollers in their places, a great portion 
of the advantage vt^ich appears to arise from the experiments on unconfined rollers 
will be found wanting. 
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Jokn Forty f If any mode could be adopted of keeping the rollers in their places, would there 

£8q* be any pressure whatever on those connecting links which keep them in place, and 

; — would not such a mode avoid the inconvenience that you think would arise from the 

10 April, rollers being confined r — I have never seen it done in such a way as would be 
applicable to Morton's slip, to keep rollers in place, without occasioning almost as 
much friction as that of wheels with axles or pivots. 

Suppose a loose ring to keep the rollers in their place, having no weight at all 
on it, I wish to know whether you contemplate any means of keeping the rollers at 
proper distances without any weight on that which keeps them so? — Certainly, I 
contemplate no weight on the axles of the rollers or on the links which keep those 
axles at equidistances, in speaking of Captain Brown's plan. 

Will the weight of the incumbent pressure have any effect on the movement of 
the rollers ? — i es, a very great effect in real practice with heavy weights, but 
scarcely any in small experiments ; hence one of the fallacies of judging by such 
experiments. 

In what way ? — The casual unevenness, crookedness and flexure of the road or 
railway over which the rollers roll, and the same of the surface, which must rest 
upon the rollers, that is the surface of the under side of the carriage. It is obvious 
that all inequalities in the road over which any wheel is to travel, will tend to 
divert that wheel from its straight forward path, and to deflect it into all sorts of 
oblique directions. Rollers are in the same way deranged in their positions and 
advancing motions by all defects in the road over which they roll, and also by like 
defects in the under surface of the carriage, which surface rests on the rollers. The 
adaptation of rollers doubles the difficulty of making a good road, which is always 
a greater task than that of making good wheels to run upon it. The inevitable 
defects and flexures in the road, and in the surface which rests on the rollers, will 
always induce the rollers, and the carriage which rests upon them, to go first one 
way and then another, instead of going straight forward, and that tendency to 
lateral deflection must be restrained from doing mischief by some means ; and 
those means must be so strong and powerful, in order to resist the surges and incli- 
nation of a ship to get out of the line, when moving on rollers, that the friction 
will be very considerable in the whole. 

Suppose a way for the rollers to go on, as well as a way for the wheels to go 
on ; in that case what would the difference be ? — You must have two sets of ways 
for the use of the rollers ; one a moveable surface above them, the other a fixed 
road below them, the same as for the wheels, but for the wheels only a fixed road 
below them is required. Cast-iron surfaces are indispensable for either rollers or 
wheels, in order to give the hardness and smoothness necessary to get either the 
wheels or rollers to go easily over the surfaces when loaded with great weights. 
Captain Brown proposed to use stone for his level ship railway, but I do not &ink 
it would answer for the inclined ways. The weight of Morton's carriage would be 
very much increased by the strong cast-iron bottom, which it must have, if rollers 
were used in lieu of wheels ; and that weight would increase the labour of drawing 
up, nearly as much, I think, as any diminution of friction which could result from 
the use of rollers in lieu of wheels. 

Must there not be two ways for the wheels ? — Yes ; four or more paralld nul- 
ways side by side, for the various sets of wheels on which the carriage is borne, bat 
I mean that when wheels are used all the ways are fixed railways on the foundation, 
and those are for the wheels to run upon. The pivots at the ends of the axles of 
the wheels, bear the middle beam of the carriage whereon the blocks are placed to 
receive the keel of the ship ; and those wheels are disposed beneath each of the 
blocks, where it is certain that the pressure of the weight of the ship must fall ; but in 
the intervals between the blocks, where the middle beam of the carriage requires no 
support, there are no wheels beneath the beam of the carriage ; hence the plan 
of wheels ensures an adequate support to the carriage precisely at the places where 
it is required. If rollers are used, then the under surface of the carriage must be 
cast-iron, to bear on the rollers, and that cast-iron must be made quite as strong 
and as firm from flexure as the iron railways on the foundation, which would be 
very difficult to effect, because the rollers are not constantly remaining as props 
beneath the several blocks, where the weight of the ship must be borne (as the 
wheels do), but in their progress, the rollers must bear under those parts of the 
carriage which is in the intervals between the blocks, and where no weight is re- 
quired to be borne ; hence rollers are not certain (like the wheels) to support the 
carriage at the right places. My first answers, when I stated that Captain Brown's 
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patent was very different from Mr. Morton's patent, applied to the porpose of Join Forty, 
Captain Browns invention as compared with the purpose of Mr. Morton's raven- ^* 

tion. I have since been asked questions which have led me into details, relative to ^ .. 

the propriety of using rollers to roll beneath a hard surface, and the propriety of ^^8m!? * 
using wheels turning on axles or pivots ; but in respect to invention, both rollers 
and wheels are well known, and Mr. Morton contemplated both in his invention, 
and made trial of rollers, until he found the preference to be due to wheels. 

Your impression is, that Captain Brown^s patent was an invention for removing 
ships over land with facility, and the application of inclined planes and carriages 
for drawing them out of the water, was an adaptation of Mr. Morton's slip to a 
new purpose ? — That is my impression ; if it is not correct, I will inform the Com- 
mittee when I have re-perused the papers. There were many accessary con- 
trivances in Captain Brown's project, which were necessary to be added to Morton's 
slip, in order to transport the ship along a level railway, when it had been drawn out 
of the water, up an inclined plane, Captain Brown's plan for that, was to make the 
upper portion of the inclined plane, a moveable carriage, bearing rollers on the com- 
mencement of the horizontal plane, where it joined to the horizontal plane. In 
fact, when the ship had reached the top of the inclined plane, it would rest on 
two carriages, one upon the other ; and those two carriages were to go with the 
ship whilst it was travelling across the country on the horizontal railway. There was 
another point in Captain Brown's plan, which bore more completely on the similarity 
to Mr. Morton's, because the purpose was similar, but extended farther, viz. for 
laying up ships in ordinary after repairing them. It was the addition of a transverse 
horizontal way across the npper end 0|f the inclined plane, in the manner of the top 
part of the letter T, in order to carry bl ship, sideways, out of the line of the inclined 
plane, to make room for others thereon ; so that one drawing up machinery and 
inclined plane, would serve for a large establishment, for repairing and laying up 
many ships in ordinaiy, in a row, on the horizontal railway, which extends across 
the upper end of the inclined plane. Mr. Morton's might be used in that way, if 
it was advisable to do so, for a large dock-yard. I have been told, that one of 
Morton's slips, which has been made at Petersburgh, is provided with such an 
addition to it, for laying up steam boats and lighters in the winter. 

As you are well acquainted with the subject of patents, perhap^ you can answer 
this. Captain Brown's patent being taken out now, and if, as you sav, Mr. 
Morton could use such a cross railway with his patent slip, would that, in 
your opinion, be an infringement of Captain Brown's patent? — I should think 
it would, for it would be an improvement on all that Mr. Morton had done, and 
something which he did not contemplate in his invention ; and if it is a new and 
dseful addition, the inventor, Captain Brown, would have the right to it 

The patent does not bind Mr. Morton down to the plane being taken in a direct 
line, it might be curved at the top? — Certainly, he might do that; but my opinion 
that he would be infringing on Captain Brown's patent, is in reference to the 
difficulty of performing such a lateral transfer of ships from Morton's slip, as 
well as the advantage of doing so. If it requires new contrivance and machinery 
for the purpose of carrying Captain Brown s addition to Morton's plan into 
execution, then Captain Brown would have a right to the benefit of what he 
invented, in addition to his predecessor ; but if it only required some management 
of the same machinery which Morton invented to transfer the ships laterally, after 
having drawn them up thereby, then any person would have a right to carry it into 
execution, if they were able to do so, in spite of any patent ; patents can only be 
maintained for new inventions, not mere self-evident alterations. 

Did any question arise *as to the infringement of any former patent at the time 
that Captain Brown's patent was taken out ? — No ; Mr. Morton's patent was 
infringed in Scotland, and he brought an action in 1824; his patent was found to 
be good in law, and he obtained a verdict ; but Captain Brown has not yet done 
any thing under his patent, and therefore no question of infringement could arise. 

Mr. Charles Morton again called in; and delivered in the following Schedules 
of Documents, which were read. 

Extract Specification (Scotch Patent) by Thomas Morton, of his Invention of a method Mr. 

of dragging ships out of water on dry land, dated 17th December 1818. Charles Morton. 

Specification (English Patent) by the said Thomas Morton of the said method, dated 

29th April 1819. 
380. F 3 Agreement, 
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sAgveementf dated 11th May iS^s, between Thonias Morton and William Haze for the 
exclusive right of laying down, selling, &c« slips for dra^ng ships out of water on dry 
land in the County of Norfolk (except the Ports of Lynn and Yarmouth) for the 
remainder of Patentee's term in the Patent. 

Agreement^ dated 26th October 1825, of Mr. Morton with Messrs. Laird, Hetherington 
& Addison, for Sale of Patent Right within the Town and Port of Liverpool. 

Agreement, dated 18th March 1826, Mr. Morton with Mr. Philip Laing for Sale of Patent 
. Right within the Port of Newcastle-upon-Tyne and the Port of the Wear, and on the 
Shores of the Rivers Tyne and Wear. 



J(ww, 12* die Aprilis, 1832. 



Mr. 
Tkama* Morton^ 

12 April, 
1832. 



Mr. Thomas Morton again called in ; and further Examined. 

HAVE you any doubt that you could fit one of your slips to haul up a line-of<* 
battle ship, or a frigate ? — I have no doubt whatever. 

Are you acquainted with the ground at Woolwich Dock-yard ? — I am. 

Do you think that one of your slips might easily be fitted there ? — I do. 

Are you acquainted with the slips that are there for building i — I am. 

Could your patent slips be added to them, so as to haul up ships upon them ? — 
I thmk they could. 

Are you suffidentiy acquainted with the depth of water there to enable you to 
say how fietr your slip must be in the water at high water ? — Not beyond the present 
low water mark, I believe* 

When your slip is not at work, how high must the part which is left in the water 
be above the ground ? — There is nothing necessary to remain constantly in the 
water but the laying ways, and they may 1^ level with the ground. 

What do you conceive the best inclination for the operation of your slip ? — For 
a large ship one in seventeen. 

Can you tell how the inclination of the beach lays at Woolwich ?— Nearly one 
in sixteen. 

If the slip which is already built at Woolwich is of a different inclination from that 
which is stated, would there be any inconvenience in your slip for bringing the 
vessel out of the water, being at a small difference of inclination from that upon 
which the vessel is to lay ? — I apprehend not. 

What do you apprehend would be the expense of fitting one of your slips of a 
size sufficient for hauling up a line^)f-battle ship, or a mgate ? — For a frigate, 
exclusive of the expense of foundation, and laying down the slip, about 5,000/. ; 
and for a line-of-battle ship, on the same footing, about 9,000 /. 

It was stated to this Committee that one of your slips failed at Montrose ; do 
you know what was the cause? — It was never stated to me that any accident hap* 
peued at Montrose ; I never beard of it 
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Mercurih 9' die Maiiy 18S2. 



Ordered, 

That a Select Committee be appointed to take into consideration the best Means 
to be adopted for facilitating the Presentation of Public Petitions : — ^And a Committee 
was appointed of 



Sir Robert Peel, Bart. 

Mr. Williams Wynn. 

Mr. Hume. 

Mr. Ruthven. 

Mr. Charles Calvert. 

Mr. Alderman Wood. 

Mr. Ayshford Sanford. 

Lord Viscount Althorp. 

Marquis of Chandos. 

Mr. Littleton. 

Lord Viscount Sandon. 

Mr. Yates Peel. 

Mr. O'Conneil. 

Mr. Sheil 

Sir Richaijd Vyyyan. 

Sir George Clerk, Bart. 



Mr. Hunt. 

Sir Hed^orth WiHkmso*, Bn^ 

Lord Viscount Morpeth. 

Mr. Strickland. 

Mr. Shaw. 

Mr. Fynes Clinton. 

Mr. Robinson. 

Mr. Heywood. 

Colonel Davies. 

Mr, Adam Dundas. 

Mr. J. E. Gordon, 

Sir Robert Harqy In^is, Bart. 

Mr. R. Gordon. 

Mr. Warburton, 

Mr. Lawley. 



And they are to meet To-morrow, in The Speaker's Chamber ; and have Power, to send 
for Persons, Papers and Recoids,, /; 

"i '. 
Ordered, That Five be the Quoran of the Committee. : * 
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REPORT. 



THE SFXECT CX)MMITT££ appointed to take into consideration 
the best means to be adopted for facilitating the Presentation of 
Public Petitions; and who were empowered to report the 
Minutes of Evidence take© before them, to The House :— ^Have, 
pursuant to the order of The House, examined the matters to them 
Inferred, and agreed to the following Report : 

^^^OUR Committee have made various inquiries connected with the 
•*- subject referred to them, the details of which will be found in the 
Appendix to the Report. 

It will be seen that there has been, of late years, a progressive and very 
considerable increase in the number of Public Petitions presented to The 
House. 

In the Five Years ending in 1789> the number amounted to 880 

In the Five Years ending 180^ - „ „ - to 1,026 

In the Five Years ending 1815 - 5j ?> - to 4,498 

And in the Five Years ending 1831 „ „ - to 24,492 

Supposing the number of Petitions presented within the last five years, on 
account of the peculiar interest attached to the great politiclil questions to 
which many of those Petitions referred, to exceed the general average 
which may be hereafter calculated upon, still there can be httle doubt tlmt 
the number of Petitions will continue so great, as imperatively to call for 
the adoption of some new arrangement with respect to their presentation. 
The regulations now in force are manifestly defective. The time allotted to 
the reception of Petitions, before the commencement of the general business 
of The House, and the frequent consumption of a great portion of that time 
in discussions arising on single Petitions, preclude the possibility of oSering 
'to The House the whole number of Petitions transmitted to Members, 
^e necessary consequence has been, the attempt to discover sone means 
by which Members having Petitions to present shall be placed upon an 
equal footing with respect to the opportunity of presenting them ; and 
lifter the failure of other regulations, the selection, by ballot, of those 
Members who shall be entitled, on each day, to hare precedence m tlie 
presentation of their Petitions, is the regulation at present in force.^ ?v 
* ' ' ' * ' > 

It appears, however, from the evidence of Mr. ElHcombe, the Clerk who 
attends the Ballot, that, taking the average of the Session, there ave about 
twelve Members in daily attendance at the Ballot ; but that he judges, 
irom the convensation of Members, that all beyond the first five 'despair 
of having their names called by The Speaker. This- testimcmy, and 
that of Mr. Strickland and Mr. Sanford, Members of The House, the 
latter of whom states that he attended at the Ballot fourteen days in 
succession before his name was sufficiently advanced on the list to be called 
to by The 8peaker, appear conclusi¥e as to the aocimuiteitioQ oE Petitiuis 
not presented, and the necessity of some ncfwarrangem^Yt for tfaeipQiptee 
of facilitating their presentation; - .a... <; a: .-^'r^c- 

€39. A 2 Adverting 
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4 REPORT FROM THE SELECT COMMITTEE 

Adverting to the number of hours which The House at present is in thd 
habit of sitting for the transaction of public business ; the extent of that 
business ; the great importance to the pubhc interest, that it should be 
deliberately discussed ; it appears equally difficult to suggest any |dan by 
which either the period of sitting shall be extended, or a larger portion of 
that period shall be devoted to the reception of Petitions. There cannot 
be a doubt, indeed, that great public advantage would arise from the 
commencement of public business at as early an hour as possible after The 
Speaker has taken the chiar, aiid at a time invariably fixed ; or, at least, 
at one liable to no other variation than that which might depend bn the 
completion of the business cQimepted )vith Priyate ^4 Local Bills. . 

In the consideration of a remedy for the inconvenience at present sus- 
tained on account of the difficulties and delays in the presentation of 
Petitions, it has appeared to Your Committee of great impOTtance to 
advert to the practice of former periods of Parliamentary history, in 
reference to the right of petitioning, and the practical exercise of that 
right, in order that the nature of the remedy now to be adopted may be, 
as far as possible, in conformity with constitutional usage. 

On many former occasions it has been found necessary to establish 
regulations with respect to Petitions, for the purpose of ensuring, on the 
one hand, a due consideration of such Petitions, and on the other, of 
leaving to the Legislature sufficient time for the discussion and transaction 
of the general Business of the Country. 

At that early period of our history, when the legislative and judicial 
capacities of the High Court of Parliament were so closely combined as 
scarcely to admit of distinction. Petitions in great numbers were presented 
from all classes of piersoris ; and iiiit only on subjects of national cdncem, 
but on all the various cases of private Wrongs and sufferings. It is stated 
in evidence by Mr. Palgrave, a gentleman engaged under the Commis- 
sioners upon the Public Records, in publishing Parliamentary Writs and 
Proceedings, that a vast majority (his expression is, ** Ninety-nine in one 
hundred'') of Petitions presented by individuals in the time that elapsed firdnti 
the reign of Edward i. to that of Henry vi., related to private grievances. 

At the opening of the Parliament, public proclamation was made, invit- 
ing the people to prefer their complaints to this tribunal ; and Receivers 
of Petitions were appointed, for the purpose of arranging and clarifying 
them ; separating those Petitions which re<}uired the aid of the " King in 
" Parliament/' from others, to the complaints of which, the ordinary tri- 
bunals were competent t6 ^ttfRJirff Vedress. After some variations in the 
practice, the appointment of Receivers and Triers of Petitions regularly 
took place ; and the form is still observed by The House of Lords at the 
opening of each new Pai4iam«nt. The " Receiversf" were usoally die 
Clerks of the Chancery. T^*\TneTs'^ were Committees of Prelates, 
Peers and Judges^ with power to call to their aid the Lord Chancellor, 
the Lord Treasurer, and the ^Serjeants at Law. By them the prayer of ' 
the several Petitions presented was inquired into, and the Petitioners 
were referred, according to the nature of their respective Petitions, either 
to the tribunals from which redress might be obtained, or if the regular 
course of law a0brded no redress, to the High Court of Parliament. • 

The Journals of The House :df Commons contain the records of proceed- 
ings adopted by The House at various periods, for the purpose of regu- 
lating the presentation and disposal of Petitions ; the general character of 
whicn proceedings will be best ascertained by a reference to the Journals, 
from which the following Extracts have been made. 

The 
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The first record of the appointment of the Conimktee .of Grievancei/ 
to which it was the practice to refer Petitions^ is in the year 1571. . 

In the 12th James i., a General Committee of the whqle House wu 
appointed for receiving Petitions, with directiona to meet every Tu^ay in 
the House^ at Two o^cIock in the afternoon^ j . 

It was subsequently moved by Mr. Hartwell, and agreed to, That thie 
Committee of Petitions be tied to no certain time!, l:](\it may, meet as js^al} 
seem good- to themselves. oiJp 

The Journal of the 19th April' 1620, (l^aines i.) has the foUttwing 
entry: — 

VoLLp.58t. 

Sir Thowuu Bjom^. That divoB Petiticms rejected by the Committee, and so 
«odcMMd/vet not thought fit to re-deliver ^^ without direetton of The llouse^ 
moveth. When anyrejected by UieCkMnmittee/ they may be re-delivered to the parties 
by the Committee.** 

The appointing of the Chair at the Committee refiarred to the dsscretton pf tbf^ 
Committee. 

Oh the 33d February 1623, is the following entry : — 

Vol. I. p. 671. 

Mr. Delbridge moveth for a Committee of Grievances. Resolved, a Committee of 
the whole House in the House. Friday next to be the first day, at two of the clock. 

Vol. II. page4gy 12th December 1640. 

Committee of Petitions appointed, to peruse all Petitions that are come in, or to 
come in; and to peruse them, to see what Petitions are fit to be received, and to 
what Committee they are fit to be referred, and to report the same to this House. 

VoLIL page 61, 1st January 1640. ^j^*j^ 

Members added to the Committee for sorting Petitions, and are specially to con- 
sider of, and to sort such Petitions as concern the Public. 

yd. U. page 66. 

Ordered, That the Committee for sorting Petitions, now sme die, do meet on 
, Hiursday next. 

Vok III. page 649, 3d October 1644, . 

Conimittee appointed to c<msider the peteral Petitions alreadv presented to The 
House, and to present them in such order to The House as may be for the speediest 
dispatch of them. :, . , 

Vd.IV. page 2«8, ad August 1646- 

Members added to former Committee, 8cc. to consider Petition^ fit for the.conm- 
deiSEtion of The House^&c. and to prepare them in such order and course, ^s, by tneir 
necessity, they are fittest to be heard ; to report their opinions upon theipr. ' 

' .'4»J u.' ^cii ... •'•'•*.■ 

And it is further Ordered, That Saturday ip^v^ry week be set aj>art for receiving 
Reports from this Committee. 

VoLi IV* page 440, I4ih February 1645. ';-. 

< ; Aeselred, That the C(Miunittee on Potitione bie suspended for six weeks. ; , 

A Committee appointed to considei: wha^ power tne Committee on Petitions are 
to have, bv what rules they are to proceed, 8cc. Sd6. ' ' 

VoLY.p!ie^ 47* »*i^ January 1646. ^gg / 

i Ordered, That the Petitions this day deliv^reijl into The House by the Members 
be numbered as they are delivered in, and presented according to tneir-nuii&ber to 
The House, and reaa^ and taken into considenition in ord^r^ on Saturday next. 

Vd. V. page 4S6, 8th March 1647. 

'. Committee appointed, and any five of them are to meet in The House presendy, at 
the rising of The House, and are to consider of the Petitions and Reports now offered 
and delivered in, and to figure them, and present them to The House^ in suoh ohier 
as they are figured, to to read and considered of on Wednesday next, th|B first 
business ; the which day is appointed for thos^ Petitions and Repo^, and ^nothing 
, el^e, and no Member is to ofier any other, that day, to the cpnsideration of The Hpuse. 

639. A3 VoLVII. 
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VcJiVII. pMeaSa, i6th J«ly 1663- - ^ 

That the consideration of the business touching Petitions to be presented ta Th« 
House in such way as may least interrupt the business of The House, be referred to 
the Committee for Committees to report their opinion therein to The House.. 

Vol. VII. imge 287, 20th July 1653. 

Committee appointed to consider of such Petitions as are directed to Parliament^ 

and to present such of them only to Parliament as are proper to leeiskAiv^ power; 

power to send for Persons, Papers and Records ; leave to examine w itness on oath, 

and report to Parliament. ^ 

* ^^ 

Vol, Xn. paee 83, 4th February 1697. 

Urdered, That no Petition be received after ten of the clock in the foreiifX)n. ^ 

The above extracts from <ifae Jocirii£|ls coatain an account of the chief 
Regulations established from time to time in respect to the pres ent a tion q( 
Petitions, to which it has appeared to Your Committee material to advert^ 
with reference to the objects of tjie Inquiry into which it has' been their 
duty to enter. Such Regulations were probably adopteSd on account of 
temporary difficulties arising from the number of Petitions, or the? pres- 
sure of other important busmess ; and were departed from when* the diifi- 
culties ceased to exist. They certainly do not appear to have been prac- 
tically enforced for any considerable period of time ; and the chief objeet 
in referring to them now is to indicate the nature and character of the 
remedy which has been applied at former periods, when it has been foiin^ 
necessary to establish rules for the presentation of Petitions. 

After a careful review of the whole subject. Your Committee is disposed 
to recommend to The House the adoption of the following Plan ; as upon 
the whole best calculated to effect the abject for which Your Committee 
was appointed. 

That a Committee of the whble House should, on certain days of tlie 
week, sit in The House for the reception of Public Petitions. 

That as the number of days on which it would be fit for the Committee 
to meet, and the hours of meeting, must depend in great measure upon 
the number of Petitions likely to be presented in any given week, the 
days and hours of meeting should be fixed, either by the authority of Th^^ 
Speaker, or on Motion in The House, at the close of the week preceding. 

That the Chairman of the Committee should be appointed by the Com- 
mittee. It is hoped, however, that the Committee might have in general 
the advantage of the superintendence of the Chitirman of Ways and 
Means, whose official station and {experience in the business of The House, 
would ensure regularity in the proceedings of the Committee, and give to 
them additional weight and authority. 

Your Committee is not disposed to recommend that the presence of any 
«ven number of Members should be required, for the purpose of enabling 
me Committee to appoint a Chairman, and to proceed to the reception of 
Petitions. If the attendanoei on any given day be deemed insufficient, {t 
Member will always be enal^ed to exercise his discretion as to the presen- 
tation on that^.day of the Petitions with which he may be entrusted^ 

The proceedings of the Committee will necessarily close on the app^r- 
ance of The Speaker in The House, or they may be terminated at ah earlier 
hour, at the discretion of the Committee, so ^oon a^ the Petitions o^ere^ 
for presentation have been received. 
■j- .**".• ' ■• 

it fs proposed, that Members wishing to present Petitions on any given 
day,' sh'alll write their names on the evehirtg' pfec^ding'on A^^Paperj to be 

placed 
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I^aced in charge of the Clerk, ,oa the Table. of The House ; and that the 
names so written shall on the following day be call^ ii> t^r order by tfa» 
Chairman of the Committee. That Members not having inscribed their 
names on this List, ^sball write th^m on a Second List, after the Chairman 
shall have taken the Chair ; and that the Second shall be proceeded with' 
iti order, when the first has been exhausted. 

It wiU probably be necessary to establish a rule. That all Petitions must,^^ 
without exception, be presented to the Committee of Petitions, and not to 
The House with The Speaker in the Chair. If excepbotus be made, each 
Member will be. disposed to claim for himself the benefit of the exception, 
aipd^wiU wilh reluctance ndant the superio^iimpojtance of any particular 
Petition which it may be proposed to exempt from the general rule. 

If however it be deemed inexpedient to apply a regulation of this 
nature strictly and invariably to all. Petitions without discrhmnation, it 
ought,, at iany rate, to be required from a I^ember desirous to present m 
Petition to The House with The Speaker in the Chair, that he should give 
previous notice of 9uch intention, in the same. manner as he ^ould give 
notice of a Motion. There is, however, groi](nd for iqpprehension, that 
such. notices. might not be hmited to special and pecuhar cases ; and that 
tbe^^gopd effect of the proposed arrangement might be defeated, through 
tiie natural disposition of Members to attach extraordi^iary importance ta 
the Petitions with which they th^nselves are intrusted, and to seek spe*' 
cial occasions for their presentation. 

In the evidence appended to the Report will be found some infit^rniittion 
respecting the printing of Petitions. It will be seen, that outref«24492 
Petitions presented in the five years ending in 1831, not less than 10,685 
were ordered, on motion made in The*£buse, to be printed ; that these 
Petitions are printed as an Appendix to the Votes ; and that this charge 
for printing the Appendix for the five years ending 19th October 1831, 
has amounted to upwards of £. 12,000. 

It will be seen also that some members of The House decline receiving 
the Appendix, considering it as an incumbrance ; and that, during the last 
year, whil^ there were sold to the Public 400 copies of the Votes, there 
were not sold more than 150 copies of the Appendix. This information 
will probably confirm the general impression of most Members conversant 
with the business of The House, that the expense of printing many of tlie 
Petitions which The House orders to be printed might be saved, without 
any disadvantage to the Public interests. 

.| 9n ni 

With reference to this part of the stibyect, it has occurred to Your 
Committee, that it might be expedient that at the commencement of each 
Session a Select Committee should be appointed, whose duty it should be 
to classify all Petitions presented to the General Committee of Petitions ; 
and to make to The House a periodical RepJ>rf, (either weekly, or as often 
as occasion might require) arranging the Petifiions according to the subjects 
to which they referred ; and containing a gdneral summary of the Prayer 
of each Petition, and an account of the number of Signatures. 

To this Committee a discretionary power should be left as to the 
printing in extenso of any Petitions which might contain facts or reasoning 
of which, in their judgment. The House ought to be apprized. By the 
adoption of this suggestion. The House would attain more information in 
respect to Petitions generally than they now possess ; and their attention 
would be called with much more certaitity to the matter contained in 

639. A 4 Petitions 
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Petitions of real importance and interest, in consquence of discriminatioQ 
and judgment exercised in respect to the printing of them. 

Should it be thought advisable to appoint a Select Committee for the 
purpose above-named, it appearb to Your Committee that some of the forms 
which at present accompany the presentation of a Petition in The House 
might be dispensed with in the General Committee. At present there are 
f<Hir distinct Motions (each affording the opportunity for a separate speech), 
on the occasion of presenting a smgle Petition, and the ordering of it 
to be printed. If it were understood that all Petitions presented to the 
General Committee were aft^pvards to be referred to a Select Comipittee, 
for the purpose of being ari^ged and reported upon, it would probably 
su^ce.to have one Motion, and one only, either on the question of a 
Petition being brought up, or of its being referred to the Select Committee. 

Such is the general outline of the Plan which Your Comnuttee is 
disposed to recommend to The House for the purpose of facihtating the 
presentation of Public Petitions. Your Committee trust that it will be 
found, in practice, to unite the advantages of insuring the opportunity to 
each Member of presenting Petitions, betore the matter to which they refer 
comes on for discussion in The House; of dispensing altogether with the 
necessity of the selection of names by Ballot; of placing under proper 
control the printing of Petitions; and of enabling The House to proceed 
without interruption, at a fixed hour, to the discusnon of Public Buoness. 



26 JtOy 1832. 
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 



LIST. 



. Lunse^ 40 die Junii^. 1833. 

Joht BuU, Esq. - - - p. 9 

Mercuriiy 130 die Junii, 1832. 

John BuU, Esq. - - - p. 10 

George Strickland, Esq. - - p. 11 

Aythford Sm^ord, Esq. - - p. 12 



Veneris, 150 die Junii, 1832. 
Mr. John JSoMf^ Nichoh - - p, lis 



Mr. James ^gjtchell 
Mr. George EUicombe 
John BuU, Esq. 



p. 14 
p. 16 
P- 17 



Veneris, 220 die Junii, 1832. 
Mr. Franm Palgrave - - p. 19 



LuTUBy 4* die Juniij 1832. 



THE RIGHT HONOURABLE SIR ROBERT PEEL, BARONET, 



IN THE CHAIR. 



John Bully Esquire, Clerk of the Journals and Papers, called in ; 

and Examined. 

1. ^npHE Committee wish to have infoi:pnation with respect to the presenta« 
X tioD and printing of Petitions for certain periods ; the number of 
Petitions presented to The House of Commons during the following periods ; 
each of the five years ending the 1st of January 1790, each of the five years 
ending the 1st of January 1800, each of the five years ending the tst of January 
I8OG, each of the five years ending the 1st of January 1811, each of the five 
years ending the 1st of January 1816, each of the five years ending the 1st of 
January 1826, and each of the five years ending the Ist of January 1832, speci- 
fying the number of such Petitions in each year which were ordered on motion 
to be printed ? — I can furnish it certainly, but it will take a considerable time. 
There will be no difficulty in taking any of the years where there are Appen- 
dices. I should have no difficulty in returning from the schedules the number 
of Petitions, and, since the Appendices have been made, there will be none in 
regard to those that are printea. 

2. Is there any memorandum made on the Petition, that it is printed ? — They 
are not so indorsed, but are indorsed with the name, and a number put on them 
referring to the Schedules, and we can find them in a few minutes. According 
to the Schedules of last year, I think there were not less than 9»600 Public 
Petitions presented in the course of the last spring. 

3. How many of these were ordered to be printed ? — I could refer to the 
year in a minute, and ascertain the number of the Appendix. 

4. Would not a mere examination of a volume of the Journals by one of your 
clerks with another of your clerks, without reference to the schedules, furnish 
all the information that it is desirable the Committee should have^? — I think it 
would take a good deal of time. There would be no difficulty about it; but my 
opinion is, that the best way would be to take the schedules, and abstract from 
them, in the first instance, the whole number. 

5. On the next day of meeting, the Committee will be glad if you will inform 
them of any variation in the course that has been taken by The House with 
respect to Petitions, and what used to be the course in 1785 and 1790 ; whether 
they printed them in the Votes in estenso, or whether the printing in the 
Journals difiered from the printing in the Votes ?— I will. 



John BuU, 
Esq. 

4 June, 
i83«. 
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Mercurih 13* die Junih 1832. 



John BuU, 
£8q. 

13 June, 
1832. 



THE RIGHT HON. SIR ROBERT PEEL, BART., in the Chair. 



John BtMy Esquire, again called in ; and further Examined. 

6. DURING the interval which has passed since the last meeting of tBe 
Committee, have you prepared the information which you were requested to 
prepare ? — 1 have. [Handing in a Faper.'\ 

7. Does the Paper which you have now put in contain that ?— Yes, it does. 
' ' [Th^famewasread asjbllows:] 

Thf practice, in. 1789, was to print all Public Petitions in the Votes, either %t length or 
a short abstract of thern^ classing them, as much as possible, according to their subjectSjt 
without any motion or special order of The House for that purpose; and this practice was 
continued tiU about the middle of the Session 1817. In 1 8 17, when the Abstract of the Votes 
v^as determined upon, it then became necessary, that no interruption might take place in tlie 
d^i^ery of this Abstractthe next horning, to print separately, as^n Appendix, such peti^ms- 
as The House thought proper to order to be printed, upon motion, which are now aelivered' 
twice a week. From 1789 to 1817, the Journal, in this particular, was an exact CQpy of the 
Votes: but since 1817 the practice has been, as much as possible, to class the Petitions; 
according to the subject to which they relate, inserting as little as possible, taking care only 
that what is inserted should be a correct statement of the object tor which the petitioners 
piay. Petitions not specially ordered to be printed are also classed, where it is possible so 
to do, and abstracted as above. Petitions of individuals complaining <^ ^evances lire^ 
genei*ally entered very short, showing the grievance complained of, but omitting the par- 
ticulars of the case. Other netitions, which appear to be of a very special nature, sacn as. 
election petitions, petitions from the Colonies, or petitions complaining of the breach of the 
Standing Orders, are generally entered at length, and printed in the Journal, although they 
may also have been printed in the Appendix : and in all cases where petitions are abstiiacted,care 
is taken, as much as posssible, to adopt and print in the Journal the language of the Petition. 

The printing of tne Appendix goes on aaily, and the delivery takes place twice a week. 
This despatch is efifected ny keeping .the press constantly oad regnkriy suppli^ ; if this Was 
not done, it is obvious that great delay must take place, aad the convenience of a mpid 
delivery frustrated. • 

An Account of the Number of Public Petitions presented to the House of Comnio&s 
for the Five Years ending ijSQm ^?Q5i 1815, vid 1831 ; specifying the Number of audi 
Petitions in each Year, which w^e ordered, on Motion, to be Prmted. 



TEARS 


Nq. of PaUio PcUtion* 
Presented. 


No. of Public PeddOQs 

ordered, on Motiuti, 

to be Prints. 


1785 - - - - - ' 
1786 

,787 - .- - - ->. - 
1787/8 - . '. .. - - 

1788/9 - -" - - - - 


<t98 
156 
98 . 

2Q1 
1*7 


— ^ 


5 Years ending 1 789 i - - 


880 


— 


1801 - - - ' - : - 
l8oi/« ------ 

'i8oa/3 - - -^^ •'^ ^'■''- ■ - 
. 1803/4 - - - - - - 

1804/5- - - - - . 


192 

141 


1 


6 Yean ending i8<J6 - - - 

1' 


1,026 


-^ 


1811 

1813 

1812/13- - - T^ - - 
1813/14- .--'-- 
I8I4/I6 


132 
340 
J.699 , 

848 


— 


5 Yean ending 1815- - - - 


4498 


— 


1827. - - - . - . - 
i8?8 

i8«9 - - . , -y - - 
1830 - - - - 

1830/1 

1831 


3»635 

4.074 J 
4,041 

'2,622 


1.959 

1*679 
3.394 
1,381 

703|2,57« 


5 Yean ending 1831 - - - 


24.49a 


♦10,685 



* The number of Appendices. 



Digitized by 



8. Could 

Google 



SELECT COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC PETITIONS. u 

. 8. Could jou teil the Committee how many pages were occupied in printing John Buff, 
the 10,685 Petitions that were ordered to be printed on special motion, in the ^* 

fire years mdlng in 1831 r — It appears by reference to the Appendix to. the ' 

Votes and Proceedings of the House of Commons, which is occupied exclu« ^^go"*' 
tively by public petitions^ including Election Petitions, that it contains 1,535 . * ^ ' 
pages.; I am speaking nbiwf of the jrear 18^, extending from the (kh day of 
Fdturuary 1829 to the 24th day of June. 

9» Ca!n you tell the Committee whether all these Petitions are bound up ? — 
Tlu^ are not bound up ; the Petitions themselves are M indorsed, folded up, 
put into bundles^ tied round with straps, and schedules made of them. I found 
wi£hin the last three or foiir years the Petitions increased so much, that I was 
obliged to make a different arrangement in my ofl^ce, in consequence of the 
difficulty there was in finding them ; I found it necessary to ke^p a schedule of 
them dtuing the Session, so that any Petition might be found in the couree of 
a iew minutes ; and at the end of the Session, during the summer, aU the Peti- 
tions are scheduled, indorsed, numbered and put by ; and they form such a 
mass as. the Committee can have no notion of, unless they were to see them 
together. 

10. Are the names kept ?— ^Yes ; I can find a Petition any Member requires 
in a few minutes. 

.11. During the last five years what has been the practice with respect to 
printing Petitions in the Journals ? — The practice is as I have stated in the 
paper that I handed in. 

12. But of course there is a great variation between the amount of printing 
in Votes and in Journals ? — The Appendix to the Votes is a very extensive 
thing. I do not think that that part of the Journals amounts to a great deal, 
because we endeavour now to keep the Journals as small as possible ; if we were 
to print the Petitions now at length in the Journals, there would probably be 
three or four volumes instead of one. 

13. How many copies of the Votes are printed? — That I cannot answer, 
because a great many are sold by authority ; that is one of the papers of this 
House which may be sold, and the produce brought to account in some way or 
other, I do not exactly know how. ' 

.14. How many pubUb documents are bound iipibr the use of The House ? — 
I cannot from memory tell, but I can give the Committee a Return upon that 
subject. 

15. Are the Appendices to the Votes always printed ? — Yes, 

1 6. And this class of Petitions kept separate ? — Yes. 

17. How many volumes did the 10,685 Petitions make ? — Six volumes ; 
spme of them very large. 

1 8. The Report on Printing done for the House, in 1828, recommends that 
the printing 01 an Appendix to the Journal should be discontinued ? — ^That 
Appendix is an Appendix of Accounts and Estimates, which at one time was 
carried to a veiy great length. 

19. And is It discontinued now? — No, but it is very much less ; I suppose 
not half the size that it used to be. 

20. It appears that the Appendix for the two Sessions in the last year 
amounts to 1,719 pages i are tbey bound up year by year, and not by Sessions? 
— Sometimes bound up for the year ; indeed generallv, but these are separate. 

21. Who has the charge of the balloting hy which the order of presenting 
Petitions is at present determined P—^^ne of the clerks in Mr. Dorington's 
office. 

George Strickland, Esquire, a Member of the Committee, Examined. 

22. HAVE you had any experience of the inconvenience sustained in pre- George Strickland, 
senting Petitions under the system at present adopted ?— I have. £sq. m.p. 

23. will you state to the Committee what the nature and extent of that " 
inconvenience is ? — I frequently receive Petitions which the parties who send 
them are anxious should be presented to The House without delay ; I come 
down at ten o^clock in the morning, and sometimes find as manv as fifteen 
Members present, who have come down with the same object as myself ; the ballot 

for many days in succession may place me low in the list, when from the business 
before The House there is no prospect of the Petitions being presented j this 
: ^39. B 2 causes 
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Gtmge Strickbmdy 
£6q. M.r. 



13 Jiuie> 
1833. 



causes a troublesome correspondence with my constituents to explain why the 
Petitions have not been presented ; and I am unable to give any answer as to 
the probable time when they will be presented, for it all depends on the un- 
certainties of the ballot. 

24. Can you tell the Committee the number of days that you have attended 
without being successful ? — Why, fortune has been rather favourable to me ; i 
have no great reason to complain upon that ground, but I know other Members 
who have ; I have been several times put high on the list, and got quit of my 
Petitions. . , . . 

25. And may you present any number of Petitions when you are in possession 
of The House f — If The Speaker be not tired of receiving them, or the time has 
not elapsed; I have known him stop persons from presenting Petttioos when 
they had more to present. 

:, 26. Have you occasionally had Petitions to present relating to matters which 
were under the consideration of The House, which you have been prevented 
frqm .presenting previously to the discussion in the House of Commons coming 
on ?-*-! never have been prevented doing it, for I have contrived soidehow to 
get it presented ; but at this present time I have a Petition forw hich I balloted 
this morning ; it is respecting the boundaries of a borough, and the Report will 
probably be brought up to-morrow, which leaves me no fair prospect, at least 
by the ballot and by the usual mode of presenting Petitions, of getting it pre- 
sented in time. 



A. Sanfordf 
Esq. M.p* 



Ayshford Sanford^ Esquire, a Member of the Committee, Examined. 

27. HAVE you been put to great inconvenience in the attempt to present 
Petitions? — Yes; on one occasion I balloted fourteen days before my name 
was sufficiently advanced on the list. 

28. And were you obliged to attend in the morning of each of those days? — 
On each day I was there at ten o'clock. 



Mr. 

J. B. NichoU. 

15 June, 
1834. 



Veneris. 15** die Junii^ 1832. 
THE RIGHT HON. SIR ROBERT PEEL, BART., in the Chair. 



Mr. John Bduyer Nichols, called in ; and Examined. 

29. THE immediate object of our inquiry, Mr. Nichols, is to ascertain, frst, 
the total charge for printing each page of the Votes which coiitains Petitions, 
and thien the total expense occasioned to the country by the printing of Petitions, 
which have beeri printed within the last three or four Sessions ? — I have taken 
the liberty, in consequence of an interview with Mr. Bull, of drawing up a 
Statement, which I hope will meet with your approbation. 

30. Be so good as to read it ? — 

AN ACCOUNT of the ^i^binse of Printing the Appendix to the Votes of 
Thie House of Commons for Five Years. 

Session 1826-7. — From November 22, 1826, to June 29, 1827. 
The Charge for Printing the Appendix, consisting of 1,959 numbers, i,42o'\ 
pages, or 355 sheets, 1,000 copies printed, at 3/. iqs. 6d. - - -j 
Corrections, Sunday and Night-work ...... 

Paper for the same, 732 ream^, at 215.- 

13 



Session 1828. — From January 31 to July 25. 

The Charge for Printing the Appendix, consisting of 1,579 numbers, 1,0261 

pages, or 256 sheets and a half, 1,000 copies printed, at 3/. 13*. 6 rf. - j 

Corrections, Sunday and Night-work --.-.. 

Paper for the same, 525 reams, at 205. - - - . . . » 



1,304 12 



d. 
6 



189 3 - 
768 12 - 



2,262 7 6 



942 12 9 

100 11 - 

525 :- - 



f. 1,568 3 9 
Session 
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Session 1829. — From February 6. to June 24 

Tlie Charge for Printing the Appendizi consisting of 3494 numbers, \y63^\ 
pages, or 384.sheets, 1,000 copies prinied, at 3/. io«. - - - \ -/ 

Corrections and Night^Rrork - -.-- 

Paper fcr the same, 786 reams, at 205. - - - - . . 

Session 1830. — From February 5 to July 23. 

The Chaige for Printing the Appendix, consisting of 1,382 numbers, 1,006^ 
pages, or '251 sheets and a half, 1,000 copies printed, at 3/. los. ^ - [ 
Corrections and Night-work -- 
Piaper for the same, 513 reams, at 20«. - - - 1 r 



. 1,470 18 - 



. Session 1830-31. — From November 3, 1830, to April 10, 1831. 
The Charge for Printing the Appendix, consisting of 1,969 numbers, 1,210 

pages, or. 302 sheets and a half, 1,000 copies printed, at 3Z. 10 s. - 
Corrections and Night-work - - - -- 
Paper for the same, 612 reams, at 185. - - 



-} 



Session 1831. — From June 22 to October 19. 

The Charge for Printing the Appendix, consisting of 703 numbers, 5121 
pages, or 128 sheets, 1,000 copies printed, at 3/. los. - - - -j 

Lithographic Plan, and Printing ditto .----.. 

Corrections and Night-work --------- 

Paper for the same, 262 reams, at 185. 

£. 



13 
£. s, d. 

1*344 - - 

124 - - 
786 - - 



2,264 - - 



880 6 - 

77 13 - 
5»3 - - 



1,058 15 -' 

130 12' 6 

550 16 - 



1,740 3 6 



448 - - 

10 15 - 

39 .6 - 

235 i6 - 



733 17 - 



June 16, 1832. 



J. B. Nichols Sf Son. 



I ought to explain that the numbers are numbers of the Petitions, except that 
under one number, three or four Petitions are sometimes included. 

31. When you say that three or four Petitions are included, do you mean 
that the Petitions are worded in the same manner, and that the printing of one 
Petition is considered as adequate for the purpose ? — Yes, they run under one 
head of Petitions, with one general prayer at the end. 

32. In the Paper you have just read the word ** numbers'' is mentioned ; be 
good enough to explain in what sense the word ** numbers" is used there ?-^At 
the head of each Petition is put a number by the printer, and under that number 
sometimes three or four Petitions are included. 

33. So that in fact there are more Petitions than there are numbers ?^-Yes. 

34. Can you state at all the probable excess of Petitions above the numbers? 
— I should think one-fourth more. 

35. The number is the number contained' [h',CFfe votes? — In the Votes and 
Proceedings, referring to the Appendix i if the Petitions are found to be similar 
in form they are put under one number. 

36. It appears from this Paper that there are three items of charges, one a 
charge for printing, the second for correction, £(Onday and night-work,'and the 
third for paper for the printing ?— Yes. "^" 

37. Do you conceive that includes the whole charge incurred by the public 
on account of printing Petitions ?— No. 

38. What are the additional items ? — ^There are sums paid to the clerks of the 
House of Commons for transcribing the Petitions for the press, and correcting 
them, and those sums have, till the last two Sessions, been. placed, by the order 
of The Speaker, at the foot of the printers' account ; for the last two Sessions 
we have not had directions to do so, arid they have been paid, by the order of 
Mr. Ley, some other way in the House. 

39. Then in order to ascertain the total charge incurred by the public on 
aecouht of printing Petitions, it would be necessary to have those items among 
thfm? — ^Yes, I can speak to the items, all but the last two Sessions^ 

639. ^ B 3 40. To 
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X B. Nkiok. 

15 June, 
1838. 
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Mr, 
James Mitchell. 



14 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE 

40. To whom should we apply for the two last Sessions ? — ^To Mr. Bull, the 
Clerk of the Journals. 

41. Can you give us the charge for the three fir^t years*? — Yes. 

42. Do so P*-It will be four Sessions j this Paper contains it : 

[// was handed in^ and was asJbUows ;] 

Appendix to the Votes.— The Sums ordered by Tlic Speaker to be added to the 
Printers' Bill, for Copying and Examinataon of* Petitions for the Appendix to 
the Votes: 

£• 5* d» 
Session 1836-7 ---...- 457 9 10 

— 1828 - - - - - - - 2g2 4 - 

— 1829 - '-'' 43^ 3 2 

— 1830 . • w . • . . 353 1 4 
— ^ 1830*1, not in Messrs. Nichols' Account. 

— 1831 - - ^ . . ditto. 

43. Do you think it possible there can be any other item which we ought to 
have in order to ascertain the actual cost ?— I think not. 

44* Those items contain the actual charge to the Public for printing th^ 
Petittons ? — ^Yes, without any expense is incurred in the delivery of toem i 
I think it is very trifling ; they are folded up with the Votes and Proceedings 
and Appendix^ and go at the same time. Mr. Mitchell can tell. 
. 45. How many pages does a sheet contain ? — Four pages. 

46. What is the actual cost of printing a sheet of Appendix, excluding the 
charge for copjring the manuscript?— Three pounds ten shillings. 

47. Without reference to tiie blanks on that sheet? — There are scarcely any 
blanks ; it is one continued series of full print. 

48. That is about 17^. 6d. a page ? — ^Yes. 

49. What appears to be the average space which each Petition occupies, 
upon paper ?— That Paper will show the number of Petitions and the number of 
pages each Session j it depends entirely upon the length of the Petition. 

' 50. What is the total number of copies of each sheet of Appendix printed ? 
— One thousand copies. ,^ . 

51. Do you know how those are disposed of? — We deliver the whole to the 
care of Mr. Mitchell, except tibdlit twelve copies, which we deliver to The 
Speaker and the officers of The House for their use. 

'52. 1^ suppose Mr. Mitchell will be the proper person to inform us of that ? 
—Certainly. 

Mr. James- MitcheUy called in ; and Examined. 

53. 'WE are tpaking inquiries into the total charge incurred by the Public on 
account of the prij|;it^ng of Public Petitions, and in order to ascertain the exact 
amount of that charge it is necessary for us to know what suras the Public 
receive on account of the sale of the Appendix ; how many copies of the 
Appendix do you receive ? — Nine hundred. 

54. Nine hundred. Votes and Appendix ? — Yes. 

55. There are 1,0(X) printed? — ^Yes. 

56. What becomes of the other 100? — They are in store. 

57. Will you tell us whether there is any difierence in delivering the Votes 
and Appendix to the Members? — The Votes and Appendix are delivered 
together to the Members. 

58. How many copies are delivered to the Members ? — Nearly the whole of 
the Votes. >9 

59. Do all of them take the Appendix? — ^Not all of them. 

60. Do they consider the A|»pendix an incumbrance? — Yes, some of them; 
ether Members have several copies of different Petitions. 

61. You consider it necessary to set iq>art C50 copies for the use of Members 
of the House ? — Yes, more. 

62. Are there any set apart for the House of Peei-s ?— Only for the officers 
and clerks j about t\yenty or. thirty copies are set apart for them. 

6^. What becomes of the remamder ? — Several copies are sold as perquisites 
of the office, towards paying the expenses; the remainder are kept in store. 

64. Do you account for the sums received by the sale to the Public ?*— No* 
for the Appendix; those copies which remain out of the numb^ I officially 

rctceinre, 
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Mr. 

James MitckcU. 



receivei are the perquisites Of the office, being at present more than auffici^t 
for the supply required l^ the Public. 

65. If they go towards the expenses of the office, the sum for which ;they ,5 jun^, 
are sold is brought into the account? — If the number sold exceeded what 1 1832.' 

officially receive, then, as in the case of the Votes (the sale of which very much 
exceeds the number I am entitled to), the number sold would be paid for by 
me to the printer, and by him accounted for. 

66« Then the 650 are deducted from the 900?-<^I receive 900 copies 
altogether. 

67. And there are 12 sent to the officers of the House of Lords ? — I think it 
is 27 ; and what are delivered amongst the officers of the House of Commons, 
also, makes it^amount to about 50. 

68. Then there are 7OO for which there is a demand? — Certainly. 

69. Then that leaves only 200 ?— Yes. 

70. Tell us what is the demand, first, for the SOQ copies of the Votes, and 
then for the 200 copies of the Appendix ; is there a full demand for the 200 
copies of the Votes ? — Yes, for more than that ; and what I require for sale to 
the Public beyond the 900, I apply to Mr. Nichols for, and pay him 3rf. per 
sheet ; the amount of my bill last year to Mr. Nichols was upwards of 1,100/. ; 

71. How many copies of Votes were sold to the Public last year ?— About, 
400 sets of Votes. 

72. How many copies of the Appendix were sold to the Public ? — Not more 
than 150. 

73. Then vou never have had occasion to apply to Mr, Nichols for more thw 
900 copies of the Appendix ? — Never, except tnere was any particular Petition 
which I might want, which is very seldom the case. 

74* In that case he would send you an additional number of copies of that 

particular Petition ?-^Yes, which I pay for. 

75. You pay a certain sum per sheet? — ^Three-pence per sheet* 

76.' Hdw can they be supplied for 3d. per sheet? — I pay 3</. per sheet, and 

sell them at 4^^., which is settled by The Speaker. 

77. The cost to the country is 31. ? — The Public are supplied with the Votes 
for three guineas per Session, and in additioi^jto that^ for the Appendix, 4dL 
per sheet. 

78. Then there are 50 copies of the Appendix for which there is no demand i 
— Yes^. 

79. What becomes of those 50 copies ? — They are all kept in store. 

80. Do you not consider you might properly dispose of those ?-^Yes, after a 
certain time, but I have never done that yet. 

81. What 'is the description of persons Who apply to you to be fbmisfaed 
with copies rf the Appendix? — ^^Solicitors in general, both idfwil* and country, 
and persons who have rarliamentary business to attend to. 

8a. In the Appendix of which you are speaking, are private petitions con 
tained ? — Petitions relating to Private Bills are seldom pnnted. 

83. Petitions relating to Private Bills are contained in the Appendix?— 
Very seldom, as I have before stated. * ^^- ^*'\' 

84. Are there any other public documents in tHiich the Petitions are entered ? 
— I believe not, 

^5. Do you not find that the solidtors apply for the Appendix, in order: to 
be able to ascertain the contents of private petitions rather than Public Peti* 
tidns?— I cannot answer that. * 

86. Do thtj public corporations apply for copies ? — Certainly, both of the 
Votes and the Appendix. ^^ 

87. And do not the editors of newspapers? — Al^'newspapers have them. 

88. Do they pay for them ? — Yes. 

' 89. Yoii believe the annual demand is for about 150 copies of the Appendix, 
as nearly as you can calculate? — Yes. 

90. There has been something said about the delivery of them ; is there any 
expense to the country for the delivery of them? — Certainly not j my charge 
to the parties buying them, includes the delivery. 

gi. uo I understand you to say that you receive 4rf. pier sheet for the Ap- 
pendix, and that you pay 3d. per sheet for the additional number of copies ?~ 
If additional copies were required, I should pay 8 cf. per sheet for the Appendix^ 
as I do &Hr the Votes. 
' 639. B 4 92. Suppose 
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Mr. 92* Suppose a party applies to the Vote Office, do you still charge him 4rfl* 

Jamet MUcheU. a sheet ? — Yes, s^eeably to the public notice put up m the office. 

93. Are they rorwarded to places in the country free of expense ? — Yes, 

15 June, certainly, both the Votes and tne Appendix. 

'^'^' 94. "WTiat is the number of copies of the Appendix you forward by the post ? 

— About one-third of what is sold ; about fifty j they go with the Votes as tiiey 
come from the printers' twice a week ; the delivery of the Appendix is Wednes- 
day and Saturday ; the Votes every morning. Here is a copy of the Regulations 
under which the Public is supplied with copies of the Votes and Appendix. 

IThe document was handed in^ and read.] 

f T 

House of Commons. 

NOTICE is het^by given/That the official abstract of the daily Votes and Proceedmgs of 
the House of Commons, and of the Business appointed for the next day» will be publisliAd 
at the rate of ^d. per sheet, at No. 14, Great George-street, Westminster : 

Or, will be delivered every morning in town, during the Session of Parliament, or sent, 
postage free, into the country, for Three Guineas. 

The Appendix matter, consisting of Petitions, Sic. and usually published on Mon4aT 
morning, is too uncertain in amount to be furnished otherwise than at the rate of 4 a. 
per sheet. 

Appl^ personally, or by letter, post paid^ to Mr. James Mitchell, 14, Great George-street, 
Westmmster. 

95: Will there be any advantage to the Public if the Votes only, and not the 
Appendix, were to be delivered to the Members? — Certainly not, unless they 
• were not printed at all. 

Mr. George Ellicombe, called in j and Examined. 

y^^ 96. I BELIEVE you have the superintendence of the ballot for the present- 

Gearge EUicombe, ^tion of Petitions ? — 1 have, 

97. Explain to us what is the practice ? — About ten minutes before 10 o'clock 

I go into the House with a number of small pieces of paper, on which I write 
the names of the Members present ; and having folded them up, 1 put them into 
a glftss, and, at ten o'clock precisely, draw the names but and call the Members ; 
if they be present, I desire them to put their names on the public paper in the 
order drawn out. 

98. What is the case if a Member be not present ? — The practice is, that the 
Member should put his own name down ; therefore if he be not present, his name 
does not appear on the list. 

99. Does not the number vary from day to day ? — ^Yes, it varies a great deal j 
there are about twelve Members daily, taking the average of the Session. 

1 00. Yesterday there were fifteen j how many were there this morning ? — Not 
above six this morning. 

10 K What proportion of those who attend in the morning have the oppor- 
tunity in the evening of presenting their Petitions? — I can only answer that 
Question from what I hear Members state in the morning ; all beyond the first 
ve seem to despair of having their names called by The Speaker. 

102. Do you know whether the papers are preserved on which the names of 
the Members are set down ? — ^They are not preserved. 

103. Suppose a Member has ten Petitions to present, and his name is drawn 
first, and the ten Petitions relate to difierent subjects, is he at liberty to present 
the ten Petitions in consequence of his name being drawn out first ? — I believe so, 

104. Among the Members who attend^ and with whom you fanre the oppor- 
tunity of daily intercourse, is there considerable dissatisfaction expressed ?-^ 
Considerable ; there is hardly any Member who appears to be satisfied with 
the present arrangement 

105. Do you find that the same Member is obliged frequently to attend, in 
consequence of his name being drawn late in the baUot?— Yes. 

106. Do you recollect any extreme case? — I think I heard one Member 
state he had; attended ten times before be had an opportuni^ of presenting his 
Petition. 

1 07. Before the late arrangement, the practice was, that any Member who was 
down in the early part of the list might substitute, in the place of his own name^ 
the name of another Member/; is that now the practice?— No ; I believe before 
t;he present arrangement the practice was, that at whatever time a Member 

came 
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came to the House, if it were six in the mornings he put his name down, 3nd if Mr. 

he were present at ten o'clock, his name would stand first on The Speaker's list ^orge EUieombe. 

108. Was it not the practice of some Members to come early in tne morning, 

and again at ten o'clock ? — ^Yes, it was the constant practice ; and if they did »5 Jone, 
not attend at ten o'clock, their names would not have been on The Speaker's ^ ^^' 

paper. 

109. Was not the effect of that practice that a small number of Members 
were in the habit of getting the priority in a great number of cases ? — Yes, 
decidedly ; there were a few Members who live near the House who made it 
their constant practice. 

110. Do you consider that the greatest difwirtjjfection has been expressed 
under the.preMot or ^toder the former system ? — I had no opportunity of judg* 
ing of the former system, my duty being merely to place the p«per up<m the 
Table ctf the House. 

Jokn Bulh Esq. again called in ; and further Examined. 

111. DURING the last two Sessions, what wJas the expense^ which was jokmBM, 
formerly contained in the printers' bill, for copying Petitions ?— In Session 1830 E»q. 

and 1831, 5%5l \ls. lOd. ; in 1831, the Summer Session, 155/. 11 ^. 6rf. ; that is 

the expense of copying Petitions, examining copies, examining proofs, and every 

thing connected ^th the expense of printing the Appendix in myo^ce. 
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PAPER DELIVERED m TO THE COMMITTEE. 

House of Commons, Toesday 19 JFtme 1832. 

Mr. RicKHAN tias the honovr to enclose to iSir ftcbertPed, a detail of the Nmnber of A<its of Parimmtat 
passed durine the last 95 years (28 Sessioii^), with the days and hours of sitting ia eadh Sf^sion, and the 
subject on which the largest Division took place. 

Sir Robert Ped will pereeire that Che quantity ^f legislation hts sensibly lessened since i8a5« while the 
time of sitting has rather ineieased ; so that although Mr. Ridunan has endeavoured to exhibit, in a concise 
form, the informcuMon 4mr^ by Sir Itpb^rt P^^ he 19 ftware it vmy be fltt«r ibr his privajte use than for t^ 
Committee. Of this he will judge. 
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Veneris, 22* die Junii, 1832. 



THE RIGHT HON. SIR ROBERT PEEL, BART., ik the Chair. 



Mr. Francis Palgraoe, called in j and Examined. 

112. ARE you engaged under the Commissioners of Records in publishing Mr. 
the Parliamentary Writs and Proceedings? — I am so. Francu Palgrave. 
. 113. And have you therefore examined into the subject.^ — I have* 

114. Will you^infoy»the Committee what you apprehend to have been the aa Jane, 
ancient course with respect to Petitions presented to Parliament r — The course ^ ^*' 

adopted appears to have been, to institute such rules as should prevent the break- 
ing in on the genend principles of Parliamentary law, as such law then prevailed. 
The principle was, that no person should come before Parliament as a suitor, 
or trouble Parliament, if on the face of his Petition he could have right at 
home ; if there was any other mode of obtaining redress, he was not to apply 
to Parliament ; but that if either from the poverty of the petitioner himself, the 
power of his adversary, the insuflSciencjr or the law, or any other similar causCf 
ne could not obtain redress, then the Supreme Court of Parliament was to give 
him a speedy and effectual remedy ; and which was distinguished from the 
remedy at Common Law, the term " Common Law'* not being used quite in the 
confined sense that we give to it in the present day, but as indicating the ordi* 
nary mode of proceeding in the ordinary courts of justice. For the purpose of 
affording redress to Parliamentary suitors. Committees were appointed — I use 
the mo&rn term, to designate what they were— of Receivers and Triers of 
Petitions. The Receivers appear usually to have sat in some place where they 
were accessible to the people ; public proclamation was made, inviting the 
people to resort to the Receivers, and the Petitions were then handed to the 
Auditors or Triers, who examined them. Amongst the earliest examples of 
such proceedings, are those of the 33 Edward neand 6 Edward II* If upon # Parliamentan' 
the face of the Petition the Triers thought there was no reason to come before >Vrit8,vol.i.p. 160, 
Parliament, they, rejected the Petition, by sending the Petitioner before the No. 58; vol. U. 
ordinary courts ; if, on the other hand, on the face of the Petition they saw ^ *^^' ^~' *7» **• 
there was reason to entertain the prayer, they then gax^e him such remedy as 
the case required. In some cases, if it was oppression done to a poor man, 
they would transmit the Petition to the Judges who would go the next circuit, 
in order that the case might be tried before them, with the recommendation of 
its being thus transmitted by Parliament. They would remit the fine on the 
original writ, and they would give, beyond the ordinary pqwer of the law, 
remedies, if there was reason to suppose that the sherifi^ would! be guilty of par- 
tiality in returning a jury. Such was the course, when the power of Parliament 
as a remedial court was at its height, in the reigns of Edwards II. & in., as is 
evidenced by the general tenor of the Petitions and the Rolls. This course 
continued without any substantial variation until the time of Richard II. 
About that time the courts of equity, (which were of iginally poor men's courts, 
courts of conscience, intended for the relief of thos^ suitors who really could 
not get redress elsewhere) gradually grew up. In 'proportion as this channel 
enlarged, the number of Parliamentary Petitions decreased. Equitv continued 
to gain rapidlv upon Parliament ; and about the (lime of Edward IV., when 
equity was fuUy established, the remedial jurisdiction of Parliament wholly 
ceased ; and it does not appear to have been revived to any extent, until the 
time of James I. I believe the House of Lords (' ' 
degree, to revive their remedial jurisdiction. I have 
the latter period ; but during the interval included 

the remedii^ jurisdiction of Parliament and the reign of Elizabeth, the different 
courts which we now call courts of equity — the Court of Requests, which 
met in Whitehall, which is now the House of Lords, and a very efficient tri- 
bunal for the counties beyond Trent, called '* The Court of the President and 
*^ Council in the North/' — wholly supplied the place of the remedial jurisdiction 
of Parliament. This last court, " The Court of the President and Council of 
•' the North,'* was found in practice to be so beneficial to the lower orders of the 
4 . 639. V common 
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Mr. common people^ that its suppression created a considerable degree of populmr 

Francis. ¥dlgraV€. dSsCOnteiKt. 

"■ 115. At whit time did the practice of addres3ing Petitions to the Privy. Council 

^\^^' arise ?^—Th^ Privy Councilj, in a form approaching to its modem iwp%, appears to 
^^' have grpwi^ qu); of die ancient Q)uncil ^bqiit the time of Eichard t)iQ i$9popd i .and 

the practice of addressing Petitions to the Privy Council does not secon to have 
been established, I should think, before the reign of Heniy VI.; that is, 
when I thus spea^ ot* the Priyy Council^ X mea^ as a body cleajrly distinguished 
from Parliament ; for up to that period the ancient Council was a branch of Par- 
Banent. I believe some Members of the ancient Council have writs ^ wmmous 
now, ^e Attorney and Solicitor .General were formerly Membere of the 
Cbuncil, and I bbKeve they have their writs to attend the Upper Hoifse aoRi 
the Judges were MemberPof the Council ; in fact, the ancient ConT\c^, as Lord 
Hale describes it, may be cobsidere4 as a Committee of Parliament y a little Par** 
Uament within the Parliament. 

1 16. What are the «iriiest Petitions on record ? — ^The earliest Petitions in the 
Tower bdong to the r^gn of Edward L ; before his reign I hare reason to 
believe that partes came up from the shires before the Council, and sometiii»s 
ifi great numbers, or their complaints were conitnujiicat^d to Pariian^ent by 
inquests, which were brought down by various Oncers of the Crown ; these 
ilaque^ts we may call examinations of witnesses. 

iiy. Have you any trace of there having been delivered any of them in the 
first insteiiee to the House of Commoi^is? — Not plearly before the time (si 
Hen^ IV., when you find it gradually creeping in, and iu a very extraordipaiy 
smd somedmes amusing manner ; you find the Coqimpus urging thrir Petitions^ 
which are founded upon the Petitions presented to them. 1 should be inclined 
to think that the interference of the Cotpmonp on behalf pf Private Petitions was 
very much increased by their greatpr in^uence, and then at last it broke down in 
consequence of tihe Civil Wars. 

118. Do you think no Petitions were presented to the House of Comjnons 
before the rciign of Henry the Fourth ? — 1 think not, a^ I can only trace onp 
dubious and sipgulal: case before that period. 

1 1 9. Are you acquainted ^di a book that was written by IfflsyngCit which is 
entitled^ ** Tne Manner of holding Parliaments in Eng]iand ? ^' — I ^m aequaiqted 
with it jgenerally j I have iiot^J^ad it for many years. 

120. There is a chapter which enters fulryr into the question regarding the 
Receivers and Triers of Petitions ; and Elsvnge says that in the time of 
Henry IV., few Petitions were directed to The King and liis Council; some 
were directed to The King alone, some tp the Lords alone, and some to the 
Commons j but I find no answers by the Commons ; if they were Petitions of 
grace, the Commons wrote this inscription over the first line ; ** Soit bailie as 
^ Seigneurs pur paiier a Roy," or, " Soit parle a Roy per les Seigneurs ;** 
can you mlikd iny observation on that ?r— Elsynge is probably correct j at 
the same time it is a point to be examined into, because the Pethipns of thp 
diflfefent Henries are veiy often copfused; but if he be correct^ the Commoner 
at that time did nothing more than act as transmitters of the Petitions. 

121. Are you of opini^ that the Receivers and Triers of Petitions were? 
appointed by The Kii?g t^^n\iome instances certainly j but in the appoinibment 
pi the 6th Edward n., which 1 have already quoted, the examination appears to 
have been made by Parliament j ** Concordatum est.'^ 

122. Have you traced iti any manner at all satisfactory toyours6lf, the exact 
period at whien the Lords and Cpnpmons sat in separate chambers ? — I have 
iiot ; ft is extremely difBcfiik to come to the exact period. . , 

' 123. Probably in the r%\gn of Henry V, ?— At iljat period they mu?t have 
sat separately. 

124. Does not the confusion partly arise from their having occasionally sat 
separately and sometimes together ? — ^It is very possible it may have been the 
case ; the clergy, although speaking frequently as if they sat in Parliam^it at 
Westminster, were perhaps sitting at St. Paul's. 

125. Are the Petitions which were presented in those early periods €>f our 
history, generally Petitions relating to matters of public concern, or Petitions 
relating to individual grievances sustained by the petitioners ? — That is an im«. 
pbrtant point ; I should state that ninety-nine out of every hundred presented 
by individuals related to individual grievances j that there are a kvr rare cases 

in. 



Digitized by 



Google 



SELECT COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC PBTITIOT^IS. 21 

in wHkik a orasplaint is nmde a^nst a ^neraT hiv^ But then it wu a case Mr. 

wb^*e the genefal law was so mixed up wnb the particuhu- ease of the petitioner Frmem Mgro^ei 
dmt the Potion nrnst hot be considered as a Petition i^aaast the aketnct ' '*^ — 
pvhieiple of the law, but only agslinst the particular ilpplication of it to hb own ^ ^*^"^ 
casew Communities such as the inhabitants ^ a forest or a shire^ petitiMifd *^'* 

more frecpiently against general laws. 

126. Do not you conceive that those Petitions which were |)resented to tlie 
Hbsse of Lords, were presented in dieir judicial rather ^an their Ic^slative 
capacity ?-~Tbe two capacitira were so dosely coigoined at that perira that it 
is almost a distinction without a difference. Every order which the Pariiament 
aade up6n a Petition was a special' law f6r that time and turn. They went on 
die ,hroad and general prmdple^ ^ Parliament is ^o redress every grievance^ 
^^ we wiii redfiess it by a ^neral kw if we think it expedient so to do j we witt 
<^ cut the knot by a particular law, or an order applicable to your owli case^ 
^ if that be not sufficient.'* 

127. Here is an important Petition said to be presented the 18th of Edward II. 
by persons who petition that they may let to farm the wastes belonging to tibeif 
manors, which they hold of The King in camtej, as well within forests as without^ 
wMiotit The king's license first had, which Petition is endorsedi ^^ Coram Rege;'' 
Tile King^ answer is^ '^ II ne petit estre fah sanz noVelle ley, laqueie chose fere 
<< la cominaltie de la terra ne vult mie uncore assentir -/^ have yon anything 
to suggest with regard to that? — In ^e first place, the phrase/^ eominaltfe de 
^ b terre^' had a different meaning to what it has now ; it meant the whole 
community of the realm ; whenever yo» Ineet that word ^ commonalty** in 
ancient proceedings, you must tranfellate k a c^mimunify, not the Commons. 

128. What is tlie translation of that? — ^ lliis eomes within the case I 
^ have laid down ; this refriedy cannot be afibrded without a new law ; to do 
^ which thing the commonalty of the land will not give assent.** It was a 
mode ofgettinff rid of the Petition. 

1 29. (^enuly that meant the legislative authority of the commonalty re^ 
siding in the Lords and Commons, did it not? — (^rtamly it did y but it is The 
King turning them away civilly, by assigning as a jreason, ** Hie community will 
♦* not alter flie kw.** It is a gracious wiy of ^vfing a refusal. 

130. Els^ge say^ the Masters ifi Cbancefyj^ere untformfy appointed 
Receiva^ and Triers; do you know atiything In fespect of that .^— In latter 
neriods they Were, but in earlier periods they took the Clerks of the Chaticery. 
In <n:der to prevent any misconeeption of the functions of the. Clerks of the 
Chancery, it may be as well to understand that the Chancellor and his Clerks 
formed uie secretarial depirtment of The King, and whenever The King held 
Ms G^teat Comt of Parliament, he called in bis Clerks to assist at thef piro- 
ceedings. ' /' ... 

131. Have you looked at the latter period of our history m reference to 
the presenting of Petitions, and when the Committee of Grievances was first 
wpointed by flie Ilotise of Conitoons? — I hat^ not looked ibto it minuieAy.. 
1 have looked into it generally, and it is very evident that The House at .^at 
period mhd^ atn attempt toe come round to something W&e the ancient principle ; 
lu€ I have not examined that portion of our histo^^^miiip};e^y. 

134. TSh^tge says, that "none that were summoned to ParKament Wercf 
^ appcnnted Retoeivers^ so none but they who were summoned were appointed 
** Triers of Petitions }'* dees your experience confirm tl^at observation ?— I doubt 
it, but I can ascertain it. 

133- Were the Petitions of which yt)tr spfeak getf^^Uy the Petitions of indi- 
vidnais, or did they bear the signatures of riifore than oi^^iiHSvidual ?^ — Signatures 
Me never found in ancient dbcuments. 

134. Is the name recited ? — The name or description of the petitioner always 
appeara ; many of those Petitions are from communities, not a corporation 
in our modern sen^ of the term, which did not then exist, but from recognized 
communities ; for instance^ the great trading companies, the Italian companies 
of the Bardi and t^ Perugini, and all those trading companies. There is one 
class of Petitions that are puzzling j those are Petitions presented by the com*- 
monsilty 6f a sliire, and sometimes bright before a Parliament, and apparently 
not fcfy the representative Members. Tnere is one case of a county appointing 
SSI attorney to appear for them in Parliament for which they had regular 
lepresentatives. rarl. Writs, vol. i. p. 186, No. 11. 

639. D 2 135. Just 
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Mr. 135* Just state the distinction between the Rolls- of ParKameBt and thei 

Francis F^ilgrtne.^ Journals? — The Rolls of Parliament are the Rolls of the High Court of Par-, 

"= liament in its mixed capacity of a judicial and legislative astemhiy. The 

^i8qa^ Journals of the House ot Lords certainly, and, as I conceive, of the House of 
Commons, were only the notes taken by the Clerk for his own convemeoce, iA 
the first instance. Why the making up of the regular Rolls was discontinued^ 
is a point which I have neWr been able to ascertain. 

136. To what periods do the Rolls come? — The RoUs become, more and 
more meagre in the reign of Edward IV., and cease, I think, in the time of 
Henry VII. 

1^7. And ^hat time do the Journals of the House of Lords begin ?*-Those* 
in tne Parliament Office b^gm with Henry vili: Tliere 19 a memdranduai, that 
many of the papers had betin taken away by the direction of Cardimd W^bey ; 
the nrst volume of the Journals of the House of Lords is evidently an. iinau* 
thentic volume; it has evidently been in the custody of the officefs of The;^ 
House from about the time of its compilation ; still it is not an authentic volume, 
a r^ular record. Introduced in it are documents relating to Edward the. 
ConresSor. • , 

138. When do the Rolls cease ? — With Henry VII. ; but from Edward IV. you; 
cease to have any Remedial Petitions entered on the Rolls. I must ^tplain ooe^ 
poiht; our Private Acts of Parliament have arisen out of the old cotirse; all 
the Private Acts are onl)r the ancient Petitions for redress io* a iiew shape.. 
When a tenant for life petitions for a power of leasing, for insitance, the Act is- 
a special law made in form, but virtually a decree for the occasion, to redress a; 

. particular grievance, arising perhaps from the acts of the parties. Stilly take it; 
as you choose, it has the essence of a law. 

139. Is that the ** Privilegium ?" — Yes, exactly so j and in ^ronsequence of tfie 
criminal jurisdiction having been entirely cut down by law, the practice of our- 
modern Parliament in passing Private Bills, and granting powers of the before- 
mentioned description, ard exactly the last remnants of the old Petitions for 
redress, where the ordinary court could not grant relief. 

140. Are there many instaiWqes of Private Bills of that description ?— They 
grew up imperceptibly. Frfettthe time of Henry IV. you find those applica- 
tions gradually growing up ^nlb the regular shape of a Private^ Bill. 

141. Are these Petitions rcSnted at length in the Rolls of Parliament, or are 
they merely abbreviated ? —In the printed Rolls of Parliament, a great many 
are printed at length ; but the quantity which I have transcribed, and which 
are not printed, are much more numerous. 

142. Are they on parchment? — All on vellum or parchment. 

143. Written with mk ?— Written' with ink ; and I believe in the early cases, 
. generally taken down by the Clerk oft he Parliament. u. 

' 144. ^e*.origj|fials, are they j^lrteserved ? — The originals are preserved } many 

thousands. > 

145. From when? — From the time of Edward L, and perhaps a little earlier. 
146- And down to when?— Down to Edward VI. 

147. How did the party presenting 'a' Petition act ; was there any rule with 
respect to their beinSj^ ^ifctep on parchment? — Every Parliamentary -document 
was written pn parcnmeft 'fnf the early reigns ; paper was never u$ed at that 
period } and by degrees, iffhien the use of paper crept in, they li^ed te tew the 
paper on the narchmenl^ ko as to give it a parchment back. ' •. 

148. Did The Housdl^qyire parchment ? — Very likely. 

149. Do those Petitions appear to be written in a formal hand by some person 
in the habit; of writing 'Petitions, or in the handwritif^; nf Ae 'paM^ who 
presented them ?^ — ProhdBiy very few of the parties could 4^rite j but there are 
a great many curious poiftts about the Petition^ ; for instance, those trfaich come 
from Wale^ are written iriyeTy bad French, and it is almost impossibie tooinder-^ 
stand theno, and evidently by persons not accustomed to the language )» those 
y^hich come from the nearer counties, I should think, from the look of them, 
were almost all written in The House* Proclamation was made that the ^rties 
weye to prefer their complaint ; a great many persons resorted to the place 
where Parliament was held, and a great part would come in as they do flow to 
tne Court of Conscience, and enter their plaints; I believe in the Sberifi, 
Court and in Manorial Courts, the pjaintis still preferred verbaHy to the 
steward, who' reduces it to writing, and like all oiir ' pleadings originally, 
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the party came into conrt and stated hia case, and the clerk reduced it into Mr. 

writing. ..... Fhrncit Fafgirmx. 

150. Is the language used the language of strong remonstrance ? — It is 

sometimesL very, strong. «iJoi»e. 

. 151. Is there ever any note on that; any appearance of rejection on that '^'^ 

account? — There is one yory curious and extraordinary case; it is the. case 
in the time of Henry vi., I think, in which a Petition, originally presented 
either to The King or to. the Lords, was altered by erasures^ which are very 
itisible, so as.to have the Commons joined also«* There is one very extraor- « Petition of JcOid 
dinary case, of a private man presenting a Petition for what he called the Attwood and Wift ; 
redress of a public abuse ; it was a man, using, I believe, a fictitious name, who ^riginti in tbt . 
preaeotedthe famous. Petition, for the dissoli^t)Qn of all ecclesiastical establish- ^"^^^^ 
menta and the appropriation of the land to secular purpQ3es» 

152# In Henry the Eighth's time?— Much earlier; as early as the rei^ of 
Heary the Fourth ; it is a very curious Petition ; he calculates how many Earls 
and liow many Barons and how many Knights could be maintained by the pro- 
perty of the Church ; I found a full copy of the Petition. 

153. Is that Petition printed ? — 1 am not aware the Petition has been printed ; 
the substance has. 

154. What was the order on that Petition r — No order was made. 

155. Is it in the Rolls of Parliament ? — It is not; I found it in manuscript in 
the Museum. But although individuals did not present Petitions, they adopted 
another course, which may be, in the literal sense of the word, disseminating 
libels. In the time of Edward II. when parties ran very high, a Parliament 

met at York, with a corresponding Convocation at Lincoln,! and an extremely t 16 Ed. II. Ptrl. 

strong remonstrance against the abuses of Government was thrown into the Wriu, vol. ii. p. 

Chapter House, where the Clergy were silting ; the Clergy, who at that time 

were in opposition, took it up, and inserted it very carefully in their account of 

the proceedings ; and it induced them to refuse the grant of an aid demanded 

by The King. Belonging to the^ reign of Henry VI. I did find in the 

Tower a kind of seditious ballad, afiixed to the door of the Chapter House, 

where the Commons were sitting ; it was ifl^^his manner that individuals called 

the attention of Parliament , to public gri^^nces, but communities preferred 

Petitions against public grievances in a mgjg. regular way. 

156. Is there any instance of petitioners oeing punished for wording their 
Petitions in too strong language? — I am not aware that there is any instance. 

157. When was thefirstcomplaintof tumultuous Petitions?—! am not aware 
of any prior to Charles I. 

158. Do you recollect whether there was a reference in the year I6IO to the 
Committee of Privileges, to consider how to prevent the preferring of grievances 
like PasquilPs, and yet to preserve the liberties of The House ?— -No, I do not 
remember it. Before the invention of printing there y^fi^af I t^ave before stated, 
no other mode of propagating such opinions as the I^w terms seditious or 
libellous, except Ir^ literally disseminating them. Lord Coke puts it as an 
ordinary case ; ^^ If a man finds a libel, what he is to do with it; he is to bring 
'* it to the next ma^trate.'* Finding a libel was a common case. We have 
ancient instances of libels put under a (ioor^j^^dJ^The ^jDg^f^ wardrobe. 

159. There appears this in the Journal^, ^^Mt. vol ii., ** A Committee 
^^ have power to examine a Petition found fn^ Salisl^ury Plain,'' and ordered 
to be burnt? — I do not know anything about ^^at. Lord Coke also lays down 
a rule : ** Petitions ought to contain necessary j:ertainty and particularity, so as 
'* a direct answer may be given to them/' \\p has oflen appeared to me in 
dieoTy, although it maybe said not to occtp'Jn practice, that the present 
course with r^ard to Petitions is a kind of an^aly. A case roi^ht happen of 
a person labouring under a real grievance, and^not being able to find a Member 
to present bis Petition ; a case cbes occasiona^y happen of a person not having 
any real grievance, and employing a Member to present it, and so propagating 
a calumny ; and the only mode by which this abuse could be obviated would 
be that Petitions, instead of being given to The House or to a Committee, that 
some officer of The House should receive them in the first instance, to see if they 
bold water, before they are brought before the Committee. 

i6o. Would not that be appointing a. Receiver of Petitions r — I do not mean 
to examine minutely into the case, but simply to see whether it does or not 
come within the line which is intended to be prescribed, and merely as a poatter of 
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Mr. theoiy. It id possible to suppose a person may have sustained a real injury from 

Frarnds Paigruvc. The Crown, and yet not have been able to bring his case before The House. With 

respect to the ancient jurisdiction e£ the Commons upoa Remedial Petitions, 

S9 June, which, as I have observed, began to grow up in the reign of Henry IV.^ in tfa« 

1^32: jg^^^ importa&t examples the order took at once the sbape of an enactment. 

The King grttits the Petition, by advice of the Lords, upon the prayer oi the 

Commeoi, whilst^ i^ the v^ same Parliament, the Lords answer a Remedial 

PetitiOA) not merely without the Commons, but, as it should seem, without The 

* RotPar.3Heo.4. King.^ The fifst Petition addressed to the Commons is printed in the Rolls of 

v<a.in;pp^84,486. Piarliament as- bdoQgiBe to 1 Henry iv.t But this is a mistake on the part of 

t Vokiur p. 448. ij^g Editors ; it evidenUy belongs to the preceding re^ of Richard II. The 

Commons do not give any answer to the Petitions, but insert it in a bundle eon« 

taining ten others, and transmit the whole bundle to The King. 
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REPORT. 



THE SELECT COMMITTEE appointed to inquire into the 
Circumstances relating to the Formation of the Victualling 
Establishment at Ceemill Point, and the Proceedings of 
the Admiralty and Victualling Boards thereon, and to 
report their Observations thereupon to The House, and who wpre 
empowered to report the Minutes of the Evidence taken 

before them to the House ; ^Have examined the Matters to 

them referred, and agreed to the following REPORT. 

THAT it appeared to Your Committee that the formation of the Works for 
completing a Victualling Establishment atCreraill Point, was undertaken 
under the authority of an Act passed in the fifth year of King George 4th, 
cap. 49, which empowered the Commissioners for Victualling His Majesty's 
Navy to purchase the necessary Ground and erect the required Buildings. 

An Estimate for completing those Works was given by Sir John Rennie, dated 
13th December 1824, which was submitted to Parliament, and sanctioned 1825, 
amounting to £.291,512. This included all the Buildings, with a Brewery, 
Bakehouse, Flour-mLll, and Machinery and other Works and Erections that were 
then considered necessary to form the intended Establishment. The agreement 
for the purchase of the Land had been made in 1823 ; and it appears that the 
sum of 28,675 /. 3^. lid. had been paid for this particular object, previous to 
any Vote having been submitted to Parliament. Your Committee are aware 
that a necessity exists for making the purchase of Land contemplated for public 
purposes with as much privacy as possible, and that the interests of the Public are 
best consulted by carrying on such negociations before it can be generally known 
for what purposes such Land is required. From the year 1823 ^ the end of the 
year 1830, the sum of 249,441 /. lys. 6d. had been expended, although no more 
than 74,000 /• had been voted ; so that a sum amounting to 1 75,441 /. 17 s. 6d. 
had, during these years, been expended on this Work, beyond the amount sub- 
mitted to the consideration or sanction of Parliament. These payments were 
all made (as was then the practice) from the Surplus of the sums voted by Par- 
liament for general purposes, according to the Estimates submitted by the 
Victualling Board. 

Your Committee cannot but express their disapprobation of this practice } but 
as directions have been given by the Board of Treasury, in conformity with the 
recommendations of former Committees, to prevent any recurrence of it, Your 
Committee does not consider it necessary to make any further observations, than 
by expressing their hope that these regulations will be as strictly enforced as may 
be consistent with the exigencies of the Public Service, and that any de^- 
tion from them should be communicated to Parliament with as little delay as 



Contracts were entered into on two occasions, for carrying 6n the intended 

Works by public Tender; they were made with Mr. M'Intosh, who was in both 
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instances considerably lower in his Tender than any other person : in the first he 
was 15 per cent, below ; in the second, namely, in the first division of the Sea 
Wall, he was 6 per cent, below any other. The remaining parts of the Works 
were carried on by Mr. Mcintosh under private Tenders; every one of these 
Works, according to Sir John Rennie's statement, ^* was reduced lower than the 
former, in proportion to the fall of the prices of the day.'* As Mr. Mcintosh's 
Estimates had been so much lower than any others that had been given in, and 
as the Contract was made in detail and not in gross, subject to measurement, and 
inspection by Sir John Rennie, acting under the authority of the Board, Your 
Committee have no reason to consider that any disadvantage occurred to the 
Public, in this instance, from sutih a mdde of carrying on the Works ; they feel 
it, howeyer, their duty to recommend that all v Contracts should be submitted to 
public competition, unless any very particular circumstances occur to justify 
a departure from such a regulation. 

Sir John Ronnie's revision appears to have been effectual, and in some instances 
to have reduced the charges at first propofse^. by Mr. Mcintosh. 

The Machinery was not provided by Contract but by private Order, without any 
Estimate. The Victualli^g.Board gave their directions (under the auUiority ^wl^ch 
they received from the Admiralty Boards for the general purpose of carrying on 
these Works) to Messn. Rennie, to ppovi^e tiie necessary Machinery and Steam 
Engines ; and they considered them responsible for the proper execution of their 
orders. The Messrs. Rennie gave the Plans, Drawings and Designs^ and supplied 
the Machinery : the Steam Engines were ordered from Messrs. Bolton & Watt: 
and Sir John Rennie states> ** that it is indi^nsable, in order to have the Ma- 
chinery perfect, and to make it work well with the steam engines uid boHers^ 
that one person should have the superintendence and the responsibility of the 
whole:'* for the further reasons alleged by him. Your Committee beg to refer 
to his Evidence. 

The same system of providing the Machinery was adopted at Deptford Ftoiir 
Mill, as well as at Clarence Yard, at Weevil. The whole when finished at both 
these places were inspected and approved of by Mr. Goodrich, engineer and me^ 
chanic at Portsmouth, by Mr. Kingston, the master millwright, and Mr. Taylor, 
surveyor of buildings at Somerset-house ; and this same system was intended to 
have been pursued with respect to the Works at CremUl. The Machinery at both 
places was furnished by Messrs. Rennie, and is stated to have been very perfect 
and excellent in its quality, and as serviceable now, in every respect, as when at 
first finished. 

It is no doubt extremely difficult to give in Estimates of the probable expense 
of Machinery, when such Machinery is of a novel description : but Sir John 
Rennie states, that as the Machinery purported to be erected at Cremill was 
similar to that already put up at Deptford and Weevil, it was practicable to ob* 
tain an Estimate of the probable amount that might be incurred at Cremill. Sir^ 
John Rennie states, that ^s the moulds and casts for different pieces of Machinery 
were the same at Deptford as those intended to be used at Cremill, a savii^ ckT 

5 per cent, was made in favour of the Public in consequence of the. Machinery 
being provided by the same persons who were employed at the other places : he 
also informed Your Committee, that he carried on Works for private individuals 
and great Companies qu the same system^ both in the West In^ia Docks, and i& 
the erecting a large Flour Mill at Wandsworth. 

The Messrs. Rennie are partners in business ; but it is stated to your Com- 
mittee that Mr. George Rennie is considered at the head of that branch of their 
common business which has reference to Machinery ; and that Sir John Rennie 
is employed only as an Engineer and Superintendent of Engineering Works. 

If 
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If Sir John Rennie had been employed as Superintendent to report on the 
Machinery supplied by Messrs. Rennie at Cremill Point, Your Committee would 
have thought it proper to have expressed their disapprobation of such a proceed- 
ing ; but it is stated in the Evidence^ that it was not intended so to employ him, 
and that the Machinery would have been inspected and reported on by persons 
officially employed by the Government. 

Sir John Rennie received no commission, either on providing the steam engines, 
or any per centage on the money laid out on any part of the Works during the 
time they were in progress : on the contrary, he states, '^ that they themselves 
provided the steam engines from Messrs. Bolton & Watt, and furnished the 
whole of the money, to the amount of 14 or 15,000/. ; that they had all the 
responsibility of the erection of them at Deptford and Clarence Yards, without 
charging the Victualling Board a single fraction, for the interest of their money, 
for their time, or their superintendency." He was paid by the time employed by 
himself and assistants upon the drawings, estimates, and specifications and super- 
intendence, with the usual charges for travelling expenses, at the same rate as 
when employed by private individuals. ' 

In answer to directions given to Sir John Rennie by Sir James Graham, 
8th January 1831, Sir John Rennie states in his letter of the 20th of the same 
month, that 106,530/. would be required to complete the Buildings at the 
Cremill Point Establishment. In the September following, the Board of Admiralty 
found that a further sum of 41,792 /. was required for the machinery and other 
items. When called on by the Victualling Board, in compliance with directions 
from the Board of Admiralty, for a further explanation of this deviation from his 
original Estimate, Sir John Rennie states, that the Estimate delivered on 
20th January 1831, of 106,530/., was not intended to include the Machinery; 
that he understood that Sir James Graham required to know what sum would 
complete the whole of the Contracts which the Board were bound to fulfil, 
because it was uudecided whether the Machinery would be continued or not : 
Your Committee must, however, call to the attention of the House, the fact that 
the Machinery was included in the original Estimate delivered in by Sir John 
Rennie on 13th December 1824; and at the same time to state their opinion, 
that the circumstance of the original Estimate, which included Machinery, having 
been made by the same person who delivered in the Estimate of 20th January 1831, 
might naturally have led the Board of Admiralty to suppose that everything that 
would be required was included in the last Estimate, made in pursuance of their 
directions of 8th January 1831 ; and is a reason why the Admiralty Board did 
not order a more detailed and specific Estimate to be transmitted to them than 
was contained in Sir John Rennie's letter of the 20th of that month, in which 
a large excess of 33,693 /. appeared to be required, over and above the original 
Estimate. 

Your Committee beg to declare their opinion, that after examining into the 
present state of the Contracts which Government is bound to perform, and 
the advanced progress made towards the completion of the Machinery, and 
of the Buildings adapted to its reception, they coincide in the views taken 
by Sir John Rennie and Mr. Watt, that it would be most advantageous to the 
Public Service that the arrangements contemplated to perfect the Establishment 
should be carried on and concluded. 
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 



Lufutj 5* ^e Martiiy 1832^ 
SIR M. W. RIDLEY, BART. IN THE CHAIR. 



Marshall fVaUer Clifioriy Esquire^ called in ; and Examined. 

1. YOU are Secretary to the Victualling Board ?— I am. M.IF. CTtf/amEiq. 

2. When did the Act of Parliament pass authorising the building of. Works at ■ 
Cremill ?— It is the 5th of George the 4th, c. 49, dated the 3d of June 1824. * ^^^ *®3** 

3. There appears, in the return of money paid, to have been 104/. paid in 
1823?— Yes. 

4. That was prior to the passing of the Act ? — ^Yes. 

5. For what purpose was it paid ? — I have not got the details with me ; it was 
one of the preparatory expenses for the purchase of the land. 

6. Now in 1824, there appears 28,573 ^* P&i^* although no sum had been voted 
by Parliament ; for what purpose was that paid? — ^That was paid for the purchase 
of the messuages, lands, tenements, hereditaments and premises. 

7. At what date was that payment ? — It was in the course of the year 1824. 

8. Before or after the passing of the Act ? — I should apprehend it was not 
actually paid till after the passing of the Act, but many of the agreements for the 
purchase of these premises were necessarily made before the passing of the Act. 

9. Why necessarily ?— As soon as Government had determined upon the esta- 
blishment of a victualling-yard at Cremill, the Chairman of the Board was 
authorised to commence a negociation for the purchase of the premises which were 
deemed necessary, by the first Lord of the Admiralty. 

10. Now speaking of authority, do you mean the authority of the Admiralty 
Board direct ? — I conceive so. 

11. Now do you know whether all those sums that are stated to have been paid, 
to the amount of 249,441 /., or any of them, have been paid by the authority of the 
Admiralty, by orders direct from the Admiralty ? — Not a specific order in each 
case, but under the general sanction and general directions given by the Admiralty 
for the construction of such a work. 

12. The Admiralty authorised you to enter into contracts for the execution of 
particular parts of the works proposed to be executed ? — Yes. 

13. And the payments were made, according to the terms of that contract, as 
the contractor had completed portions of his works ? — Exactly so. 

14. In App. No. 3 it is stated that a contract was entered into, on the 15th of July 
1824, for certain works; do you recollect what the amount of that contract was? 
have you any list, in fact, of the amount of these separate contracts with you ? — 
No, 1 have not ; because I should mention that the contracts for building thosct 
works had been taken at certain sums for each description of work which they 
contained, not a specific sum for the performance, generally speaking. 

15. In what way was that contract made; was it made by public or private 
tender?— By public tender. 

16. By whose authority; was it by the authority of the Admiralty? — Not an 
express order, in that individual case. The Admiralty having directed that we 
should take measures for the execution of these works according to the plan 
approved by their Lordships, the Board took their own measures ; they did not go 
in every case to the Admiralty for authority, it was not necessary. 

272. A 4 17. Have 
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M.H^.CUftoHyEsq. 17. Have you any written authority in the Victualling Office for making those 

contracts, and carrying them into effect ? — Yes ; a specific order from the Admi- 

5 March 1832. ^^y f^j. proceeding with the works. The orders are most numerous. 

18. Will you state the first order the Victualling Board received respecting 
these works ? — The 3d of February 1823 is the first letter that I have, and I be- 
lieve it was the fir^t which was received on the subject. It contains reasoning why 
Cremill was preferable for the formation of a victualling establishment to South- 
down, Turn Chapel, and various other situations that were proposed. 

19. What is the first order the Victualling Board received from the Admiralty 
to take measures for erecting these works? — ^The Admiralty order is dated the 
20th of September 1823; viz. " Having by our secretary's letter, of the 3d of 
February last, informed you, with reference to the formation of a new victualling 
establishment at Plymouth or its neighbourhood, and to the proposition for the 
erection of a brewhouse and a cooperage at Cremill Point, with suitable wharfs, in 
the first instance, and ultimately removing there the whole victualling establish- 
ment ; that it appears to us, that in consequence of the superior advantage of that 
situation, that with the exception of one point, namely, the supply of water, the 
decision of the questions must depend on the amount of the expense to be incurred; 
and therefore directed you, if the result of the inquiry respecting water should be 
satisfactory, to employ Mr. Rennie, with the assistance of Mr. Hobbs and 
Mr. Adams, to prepare a plan and estimate of the expense of forming the pro- 
posed establishment at Cremill. And whereas, by your letter of the 24th of July 
last, you have represented to us that you had lost no time in communicating with 
the corporation of Plymouth for the purpose of ascertaining positively whether 
they could supply a sufficient quantity of wuter for all the objects intended, ' 
and that having fully satisfied yourselves on this point, you had directed Mr. Rennie 
to proceed to Plymouth and carry our directions into eflfect ; that the Chairman of 
your Board and Commissioner Edgcombe at the same time proceeded thither also j 
and in transmitting a copy of their report, you have stated, that in consequence of 
their having so fully and clearly detailed their proceedings, and the views they (en- 
tertain generally, in which you perfectly coincide, you think it unnecessary to add 
any observation thereto, except with regard to its having been found impracticable 
to carry into effect our suggestion for obtaining additional stowage-room by the 
excavation of caves along the face of the Cremill Hill. You have at the same time 
enclosed a copy of Mr. Kennie's report, with the plan therein referred to, and the 
estimate of the expense of carrying the same into execution ; amounting exclude 
of the purchasing of the ground, to 1 26,339/. ^^^ ^^^ works proposed to be in the first 
place undertaken^ and to 267,741 /• for the whole ; observing, however, that in the 
estimate Mr. Rennie does not include the additional sum of 16,000/. which would 
be incurred if the basin proposed to be constructed should be a wet instead of a dry 
basin, which expense however you are of opinion itvrouid not be expedietit to incur. 
And whereas we have, after the fullest consideration of the report contained in your 
letter, deemed it expedient to submit the same to the consideration of the Lords of 
His Majesty's Treasury, together with a statement of the various propositions which 
have been made on the subject of the formation of a new victualling establishment 
at Plymouth ; and having at the same time pointed out to their Lordships the 
advantages to be derived by adopting that of forming it at Cremill, and the extent 
of the works we propose in the first instance to be proceeded with, we transmit to you 
herewith for your information a copy of our communication to the Treasury above 
alluded to, together with a copy of Mr. Harrison's reply thereto, signifying their 
Lordships' concurrence with our propositions. And we do therefore hereby require 
and direct you in the fii*st instance to take immediate measures for the purchase Df the 
ground at Cremill from the Earl of Mount Edgecumbe, intended for the site of the 
new victualling establishment, and for completing the agreement with the corpora- 
tion of Plymouth for the supply of water, and also for the purchase of the field in 
which it is proposed to construct the reservoir : and further, to instruct your solicitor 
to prepare the draft of a Bill to be submitted to Parliament regarding the water, 
and to empower the Crown to purchase up the leasehold interests now existing on 
the ground at Cremill Point proposed to be purchased, in case those interests can- 
not be bought up by private contract." 

20. Now read the enclosure in that letter ; the letter from the Admilralty to 
Mr. Herries, of the nth of August 1823?-^" '^ transmitting to you, for the 
information of the Lords of His Majesty's Treasury, the accompanying copies of 
a letter from the Victualling Board, and of a joint report from the Chairman of that 

Board 



Digitized by 



Google 



SELECT COMMITTEE ON CREMILL POINT. 9 

Board and Commissioner Edgcombe, ists well as of a report and estimate by Mr. M.IV.CUJi(m,Ea«{. 

Rennie, dated the 23d and 24th of July last, I am commanded by my Lords Com- — -^ 

missioners of Admiralty to request you will state to the Lords of the Treasury that 5 Mtirch 1832. 
the situation of the victualling estabh'shment at Plymouth has for a considerable 
number of years engaged the attention of their Lordships and their predecessors ; 
and so long ago as the year 1802, the proposal now about to be submitted was sug- 
gested and recommended by Earl St. Vincent, and other members of the Board of 
Admiralty at which he presided, at their visitation at Plymouth. Those establish- 
ments are at present dispersed in a manner most inconvenient to the public service, 
as will appear by the accompanying chart of Plymouth Sound and its vicinity. 
1st. The slaughter-house is at the spot marked A. in red ink on the chart ; where it 
is proposed to concentrate the whole establishment as described in the accompanying 
papers. 2dly. The storehouses and bakery are at B.y at the entrance of the harbour 
at Catwater. 3dly. The brewery and cooperage are at C, at South Down, in 
a creek accessible only with a considerable rise of the tide, and distant about three 
miles on the opposite side of the harbour from the storehouses and bakery. 4thly. 
The flour-mill and granary is in another direction, near or in the town of Plym6uth : 
with only one set of superintending officers. The evils of such dispersed premises 
can scarcely be calculated in point of expense, though they are sensibly felt in other 
respects. It now becomes unavoidable to adopt some alteration, in consequence of 
the tenure on which the cooperage is held, viz. on the single life of His preseilt 
Majesty : these premises are the property of Lord Clinton, and in consequence of 
the protracted litigation between his Lordship and the Marquis of ('holmondeley; 
no effectual steps could be taken for improving the tenure under which they are 
held; and as it was not thought advisable under these circumstances to expend 
any money in repairs, beyond what was unavoidable for keeping them in a state 
barely fit for use, the buildings are in a condition that would require, a large 
outlay, besides the purchase-money demanded by Lord Clinton in the event of 
their being sold to the Crown. The Lords of the Treasury will observe by the 
accompanying papers that the total estimated expense of such repairs and purchase 
is 102,000/." (And I should mention there that that was the reduced estimate ; 
for Lord Clinton first of all asked 100,000/. for the purchase.) " Another pi*oposal 
has been, to purchase for the brewery and cooperage some property belonging 
to the Earl of Morley, marked Z>., at Turn Chapel, in the harbour of Catwater, 
not very distant, but on the opposite side of the harbour from the present store- 
houses and bakery. The estimated expense of converting those premises into 
a brewery and cooperage, subject also to a doubt as to the adequate supply of water, 
is nearly 100,000/. The only other proposal, and the adoption of which my Lords 
decidedly concur with the Victualling Board in recommending, is, to purchase 
some ground of the Earl of Mount Edgecumbe, at A.y at Cremill Point, in the lower 
part of Hamoaze, which the Lords of the Treasury will observe is a centrical and 
most eligible situation, and to erect thereon a brewery and cooperage, with a suit^ 
able and convenient wharf; and with a view of hereafter concentrating, whenever 
it may be deemed expedient, the whole victualling establishment at Plymouth on 
the spot. The expense of the brewery, cooperage, wharf, &c. is estimated, after 
making certain deductions as stated in the accompanying papers, at 144,000/." 

21. Now how do you explain the difference in the estimate stated by the Board 
of Admiralty to the Treasury on the 1 ith of August of 144,000/., as compared 
with the estimate you have just read in the letter of the 20th of September, of 
267,000 /. ? — The 144,000 /. had reference to the lesser establishment ; it referred 
to that part of the establishment which was intended at that time to be carried 
into effect. 

22. Was a statement made to the Treasury after the 1 ith of August, asking the 
approbation of the Lords of the Treasury for a more extended plan, which was 
estimated on the 20th of September to cost 267,000 /. ? — Yes. 

23^ Was the larger sum stated to the Lords of the Treasury r—Y€S. 

24. In what document? — I think in about the year 1829 or 1830. t 

25. No; but between the 11th of August 1823 and the 20th of September 
1823? — lam not able to speak to that point, because I was not then in the 
Admiralty, and we had no communication at the Victualling Oflfice of such a com- 
munication having been made by the Admiralty to the Treasury. 

' 20. Then the only communication you had at the Victualling Office was, that 

at the Treasury it appears to have been stated on the 11th of August that the 

outlay would be 144,000/., to which the Lords of the Treasury gave the consent 

272. B requisite 
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M. JF. Clifioit,Esq. requisite under a minute of the Treasury, and that in September the larger esthnate 

of 267,000 /. was approved of by the Admiralty, but whether with or without the 

5 March 183a. concurrence of the Treasury you do not know? — ^This letter to the Treiasury 
transmitted, I apprehend. Sir John Rennie's report, which contained the two 
estimates; the Admiralty, if I understand it right, only recommended to the 
Treasury at that time the carrying into effect the lesser establishment. The 
Treasury letter is — 

27. What is the date of that? — 11th of September 1823 ; viz- " Having laid 
before the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's Treasury your letter of the 
11th ultimo, respecting the proposed new victualling establishment at Plymouth, 
I am commanded to acquaint you for the information of the Lords of the Admindty, 
that upon a consideration of this very important subject, and adverting ^ the 
advantages which must ultimately result to the public service from having the whole 
of the victualling establishment at Plymouth concentrated upon one spot, my Lords 
entirely concur with the Lords of the Admiralty in opinion that it will be ex- 
pedient to purchase Cremill Point as the site for the proposed establishment ; and 
they further concur in the propriety of proceeding gradually with the several 
works which may be requii^d, in the manner suggested by the Lords of the 
Admiralty." Then on the 20th of September we got our orders. 

28. Between the order you received in September 1823, and the passing of the 
Act in 1824, liow much money was paid or contracted for?^ I apprehend that 
nothing but the purchase of the premises as sanctioned by that order ; the whole of 
that 28,000 /. was for the purchase of the premises ; the total cost of the premises, 
and the expenses, including solicitor's bills and everything else, has been about 
36,000/. 

29. How many acres were purchased ? — The present site of the yard is about 
16 acres. 

30. It cost 36,000 /. ?--iThat included every existing interest : there were many 
buildings upon it ; there were rope-walks, and many buildings of that sort, in 
addition to what was purchased from Lord Mount Edgecumbe, 

31. What was the amount paid to Lord Mount Edgecumbe r — I am not prepared 
to state positively off hand ; I believe about 15,700 L 

32. What was the sum total paid for the purchase? — It amounts to about 
36,000/. 

33. When, was that money paid in the course of what year? — £.28,000 in 
1824, and the rest in the course of the two fdlowing years. Bewes^s field was 
purchased. 

34. Was there any money laid out on the contract of the 15th of July 1824?— 
The reservoir and pipes were constructed. 

35. When was it paid for? — I have not got the dates of every payment ; the 
total sum paid for the reservoir in Bewes's field, and the pipes to the ho^ital and 
yard, was 7*967 /• ; a very small part of it was paid in that year. 

36. Are the Committee to understand that the work so projected was approved 
of by the Admiralty and by the Treasury before the Victualling Board took any 
measures for carrying it into effect ? — Entirely. 

37. You said the payment in 1824 was authorised by the First Lord of the 
Admiralty ; what order have you at the Victualling Board of that fact ? — I know 
the fact, and I can produce to the Committee reports in which the circumstance of 
the First Lord of the Admiralty having directed the Chairman of the Board to take 
measures for n^ociating the purchase of the land is adverted to. This order 
itself sanctions the purchase ; this ord^ of September 1823 : but there was a con- 
fidential letter from Lord Melville to the Chairman, when it was decided that the 
victualling establishment should be on this spot, that he should take measures, 
if possible, to get possession of ^ome of the land before it was known that it was 
necessary to carry it on. It is adverted to in one of the reports transmitted to 
the Admiralty. 

38. Then are the Committee to understand that the contract for the purchase 
of the ground at Cremill Point was made before ever any proposition was submit* 
ted to rarliament respecting it ? — I should conceive so, decidedly ; no doubt of it, 
because it is here adverted to in the Act : it says, '^ It is necessary, for completing 
the establishment, that powers should be given to the Commissioners for victual- 
ling His Majesty's Navy to purchase for and on behalf of His Majesty, his heirs 
and successors, and to take and use for the public service, all such lands, messuages, 
tenements, hereditaments ^nd premises, situated at Cremill Point aforesaid,, or 

within 
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within the peninsula of Cremill, as the said Commissioners shall haVe eoutrBCted M. IF.CH/ion.VMq. 

to purchase, or as they shall think necessary and required for the public 

service.'* 5 March 183a. 

39. Then the purchase was not finally completed till after the passing of the 
Act of Parliament ? — Certainly I should apprehend that some of the purchases 
were actually completed under the authority given by the Admiralty of the 20th of 
September 1823 ; whether the tnoney was actually paid and the deeds executed 
before the 3d of June 1824, I am not able to state. 

40. Are you able to state from what monies that contract price was paid, that 
28,000 /. ? — Yes } from monies voted generally for victualling services. 

41. Was that conformable to the then existing practice ? — Yes, it was. 

42. Now in what way was the first contract entered into for the reservoir, dated 
the. 15th of July, and the contract of the 23d of September 1824 ? — ^AU the first 
contracts were made in the same way, namely by public tender ; the three first 
contracts. 

43. Was any notice given to the public by advertisement of the works required? 
— 'I am not quite certain whether it was by advertisement ; I think it was ; or it 
might have been, according to Sir John Rennie's suggestion, by calling on certain 
great houses for tenders. 

44. Is that the manner in which the other contracts for these works have been 
made ? — No. I should explain to the Committee, that after it had been twice or « 
three times put up to public tender, and Mr. M^ntosh on each of those occasions 
was the lowest, it was decided as most advantageous to the public interests that he 
should still be employed on the other works, rather than go to public tender again. 
There were several reasons for that course: in the first place, having been the 
lowest always, his then price was of course lower than other persons at that moment 
would have executed the works for; and having railways, machinery, cranes and so 
on, and every other implement upon the premises, he necessarily could execute it 
cheaper than any one else ; and therefore on each succeeding occasion he was put 
in. communication with Sir John Ronnie, who fixed the price at which he was to 
perform each separate work. 

45. Without any competition with others ?-<- Without competition with others, 
except on the two or three first occasions. 

40. Now look at that paper [handing a Paper to the JVitnes$]\ is that a correct 
statement of the different contracts made by Mr. M^utosh on the different dates ? 
— Yes, it is. 

[A copy of the Paper is as follows ;] 

Works at Gvleuill. 
Contracts with Mr. H. Mcintosh. 

15 July 1824. Reservoir and water-pipes at Cremill - - - - Advertised for, 
2.1 Sept. - * For constr^ctin&r a wharf or sea-wall for the intended 1 . , ^. , « . 

Victualling establishment at CremiU - - -/ Advertised for. 

30 Nov. 1825. For increasing the present Hard or landing-place at\ p . . 
Stonehouse Pool - - - - - - -J '^"^^^• 

-r - For making a road from the Ordnance premises ati 

Cremill Point to the road leading to Durhsford-l Private, 
street, Stone - - - - . - -J 

16 Feb. 1826. For the removal of the rock at Cremill Point - - Private. 

- - For excavating and constructing the main sewer in the\ p . 

intended Victualling-yard at Cremill - - -/ *^"^*'^' 

I Aug. - For the construction of a reservoir on the top of thel 

hill at Cremill Point, and of a retaining wall against > Private, 
the upright surface of the rock - - . -J 

9 Oct. 1827. For constructing a basin and landing-stairs at Cremill - Private. 

17 Nov, - • For the foundation of the long storehouse at Cremill - Privtite* 
4 Nov. 1828. For the erection of the long storehouse, foundation! 

for the proposed brewhouse, and sea-wall, basin and > Private, 
staits at CremiU - r - - - - -J 
3 Sept. 1829. For quadrangular stores and officers' offices, foundation^ 

of the intended flour-roin,^ bakehouse, storehouses I Private, 
and slaughter-house at CremiU - - - -J . 

18 Mar. 1830. For the erection of a buildine for a brewhouse ail o • ^x^ - 

' CremiU ' . . - 5 . - - .) Private. 

B 2 30 Aug. 
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M, W* C3j/Voii,Ksq. ' 30 Aog. 1830. For the erection of the main entrance, colonnade, por-^ 

■ ter's lodge, warden's house, slaughter house, guard-l p . ^ 

5 March 1832. house; engine-hotise, beef and vegetable store, andj ^* 

cattle shed at Cremill - - - ' - - -J 

- For tunnel and landing-place in Firestone Bay, Cremill, Private. 

For cooperage, flour-mill, bakehouse and officei-s'l p \ . 
houses at Cremill J "»^*^- 



20 Nov, - 



47. How many contracts were entered into by Mr. M^Btosh for different 
buildings pr works ; how many are there r — Fifteen I have here on this paper. 

48. What is the sum total of those? — They are not all yet completed. 

49. Now how many of those 15 were by public, and how many by private 
tender? — It appears by this paper that there were but two by public tender, but 
I think there was a tbird ; there certainly were three, bec^ause the removal of the 
rock was, I think, by public tender, which I do not see here; the first was the 
reservoir and water-pipes, the 15th of July 1824. 

50. That was advertised for ? — Yes. 

51. Well, what is the next? — For constructing a wharf or sea-wall, 45,351/. 

52. Was that by public or by private tender? — ^ITiat was by public tender ; and 
the removal of the rock, according to my recollection, was by a public tender. 

53. Well, with that exception, were the rest by private bargain r — Yes, I should 
say, with one other exception, not a material one, the landing-place or ordnance* 
road. 

. 54. Now is not the making of a private contract a departure from the established 
rule, of the Board ?— As a general principle, the Board of course make their pur- 
chases by public contract. 

55. Was the authority of the Admiralty obtained for sanctioning in these 12 cases, 
the departui-e from the established i:ule with respect to Mr. M4ntosh ? — 1 think it was 
reported, to the Admiralty, but I cannot positively state now ; they were certainly 
made. acquainted with it, they were consulted in every part of the proceedings. 

56. Is there any authority at the Victualling Office in writing from the Admi- 
ralty sanctioning the departure from the established rule ? — 1 do not find any 
authority from the Admiralty for it. 

57. Was the departure from the usual practice discussed at the Victualling Board, 
and if so, is there any minute of the result of such discussion ? — It was discussed 
over and over again ; I have no hesitation in saying, frequently that the question 
was under the consideration of the Board, and I think it came before the Board in 
a letter from Mr. Kennie. I know of no other instance of works being carried on 
similar to those of Cremill except those at Clarence yard, and in that case certainly 
the same principle was acted upon. 

58. Of doing it by private tender ? — Yes ; that is to say, after the first tender 
fell to a certain person, his price being the lowest. 

,59. Having first fixed on the builder, you went on to contract with him only?-^ 
Yes ; Mr. Kennie deciding the price. 

60. Was your contract made at so much per foot for building, so much per load 
for stone, and so much per load for mortar ? — Yes. 

61. And that course was pursued through the different works in which Mn 
Rennie made his contracts with Mr. M*Intosh ? — Yes. 

62. How does the principle of legal measurement for building apply to construct- 
ing a basin ? — Precisely the same ; there was so much for the excavation of the rock, 
and then so much for the ashler (that is the stone that is faced), and so much for 
the rubble work. 

63. The making of a road, how does that apply ? — I believe that is the other 
work I adverted to just now as having been specitically contracted for. 

64. Was there anything in the nature of this work, the construction of this 
road, which rendered it easier for Mr. M'Intosh to execute that work than any 
other person ? — I should have no hesitation in saying that he obviously could do it 
better than anybody else, because he was bound t^o cart off a certain portion of 
the rubbish ; a certain portion of the rubbish belonged to the Victualling Board, for 
which they were to find a place of deposit 

65. Now the next contract, the 16th of February 1826, that was done by pri- 
vate contract, was it not ? — The excavating the rock ? 

'-66. X^? — I think there were certain persons called upon to give tenders in that 
ease. 

67. Is 
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67. Is not that in the Paper that was handed to you? — Yes; but I stated AT. W^ CI^m, Eaq. 
I thought that must be wrong, for it occurred to me that the removal of the rock , ■ ■ 

was not by private contract. The Admiralty was consulted, if my memory is right 5 March 183^. 
upon that point, respecting the rock. Here is a letter from Mr. Rennie to the 
Victualling Board on the subject of the rock : '* In consequence of your honourable 
Board's directions communicated to me at various meetings (at several of which 
Mr- M*Intosh was present), relative to the most proper mode to be adopted in 
removing the rock at Cremill Point, I have maturely considered the whole, and 
have had many subsequent discussions with Mr. Mcintosh upon the subject, and 
I now beg leave to report the result for your determination. The question of 
removing the rock at Cremill Point is one of considerable importance, and may be 
chiefly considered in two points of view. First, for your honourable Board to re- 
move the whole of the rock, paying a certain sum per cubic yard for the labour, and 
reserving to yourselves the whole of the rock : Second, to give the whole of the 
rock to any respectable contractor for the expense of removing it, and to allow him 
to use such stone as might turn out fit for the purpose of building, in the different 
works which may probably be constructed at Cremill Point. With regard to the first, 
the expense of removing the rock would, in the first instance, amount to not less 
than 2 8. per cubic yard, or to 21,300/. for, 2 13,000 cubic yards, the quantity to 
be removed ; and if the rock should turn out very favourable (of which there is 
considerable risk) the above sum would be repaid by the saving which would arise, 
in the materials of the sea-wall, basin and buildings ; if, on tlie other hand, the 
rock should turn out unfit for these purposes, proper stone must be procured else- 
where at a considerable extra cost. With regard to the second plan, at one time 
it was considered there would be no difficulty in finding persons at Plymouth who 
Mfould be willing to undertake the removal of the rock for its own value, without 
any other charge ; this, however, has proved to be incorrect : after much considera- 
tion the following plan, therefore, occurred to me, and has been agreed to by Mr., 
Mcintosh, and 1 herewith enclose his tender, viz. that he will undertake to remove 
the whole of the rock, and make the excavation for the reservoir, amounting to 
about 213,000 cubic yards, at the following conditions : That you shall agree to take 
from him, 

15,000 cubic yards of rock, at 3^. per foot - . - - £• 5,062 10 . - 

60,000 cubic yards of rubble, at 2s. per yard - - ♦ - ^,000 - - 
45,000 - ditto - of rubbish, at is. 6d. per yard - - 3,375 - - 
46,500 - ditto - ditto - at 1 5. per yard - - - 2,325 - - 



£.16,762 10 



being a total of 16,762 10^. ; and that he will remove the remaining 46,500 yards 
at his own charge : by this means the cost of removing 213,000 cubic yards of rock 
will not exceed 1 ^. 6 id. per cubic yard. If, however, you were to be compelled 
to obtain the above rock elsewhere, the ashler would cost at least 7 d. per foot, or 
11,812/. for the whole 15,000 cubic yards, and the above quantity he agrees^ 
to furnish whether the rock will produce it or not. The rubble would cost 3 s. 
per cubic yard, amounting to g,ooo/., and the rubbish is. 6d. per cubic yard, 
amounting to 6,862/. ; in all amounting to 27,675 /. It is true that there is little 
doubt of the rock producing one half of the above quantity of ashler, and the 
whole of the rubble and rubbish. I have only, therefore, made the above calcula- 
tions to show that the rock will nearly pay itself, of which I must confess 1 always 
entertained doubts. Upon the whole, therefore, under all the circumstances of the 
case, Mr. M^ntosh's offer appears to me fair and reasonable, and I should recom* 
iQend it to be accepted. The quantity of rock has been assumed at 213,000 cubic 
yards, although rather below the absolute quantity, because in the first instance 
Mr. M4ntosh did not wish to undertake more ; to this I should conceive there can 
be no objection, as the principle still remains the same.'' 

68. What is the date of that letter ? — That report from Mr. Rennie is dated the 
1 ith of January 1826, and the Board's minute upon that letter was this : ^*The 
Board, after full consultation with Mr. Rennie hereon, determined to accept Mr. 
Mcintosh's offer, and Mr. Mcintosh was called in and acquainted so. Let a contract 
be drawn accordingly, and security to the amount of 5,500 /. be required." 

69. What is the date of that ?-- -The 11th of January; it was read at the Board 
on the sanqie day ; then on the 18th of January there was another minute upon it : 
*' Refer draft of the contract to Mr. Rennie, for his correction and approvd." 

U7^. B3 New- 
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M.W.CUftoti^BBq. Now the impression upon my mind was, that there had been two or three tenders 
■'■■' for the removal of that rock. 

5Marchi83«. yo. What was the amount of that? — ^£.16,762; but he was bound to supply 
15,000 cubic yards of ashler, whether it produced it or not ; but in point of fact 
it did not produce that quantity. 

71. Had they any other check beyond Mr. Rennie's own opinion as to the 
fairness of the price ? — There had been other estimates made before by Mr. Hobbs, 
a very experienced inspector of works, an engineer or architect ; he was our 
inspector of works at Deptford ; he had estimated the expense of removing that 
rock at a much greater sum ; and Mr. Adams at Plymouth also made an estimate, 
and I think his estimate was somewhere about 30,000 /• 

72. Then in point of fact it was on a comparison of estimates that this was 
taken ? — This offer astonished us at the time from its low price ; we had no idea 
cf getting it done for anything like that price ; Mr. Hobbs's idea was that it would 
cost 45,000/. 

73. Was Mr. Rennie in the employ of the Crown ? — He was employed generally 
as the engineer for this department. 

74. He was not a salaried servant ? — Not at all. 

75. How was Sir John Rennie paid for this? —He is paid the charge which he 
makes to us for drawing the plans and specifications; and upon any occasion of being 
sent to Plymouth, or engaged in msJdng any specific report to the Board, he 
charges six guineas a day as his remuneration. 

76. Is he paid by any per centage or commission ? — Not in the smallest degree. 

77. Are you aware whether Mr. M*Intosh had any co-contractors with him in 
that work ? — I never heard he had, but I believe he had not, and I should say 
not ; for in all the various communications during the ten years that these works 
were going on, I never heard of any sub-contractor being engaged in the execution 
of the works- 

78. Are you aware whether Sir John Rennie had any interest in the perform- 
ance of that contract at the time with Mr. Mcintosh ? — It was impossible that he 
could. ' There are repeated instances in which Mr. M'lhtosh and Mr. Rennie have 
been (to use a common expression) at cross purposes ; Mr. Rennie has objected to 
prices, for instance, which Mr. Mcintosh had asked, and lowered those prices. 

79. Before or subsequent to that time ? — During that period ; I should think 
I could turn to an instance. [The Witness referred to a letter of Mr. Rennie s of 
the \Sth of February 1826.] 

80. Have you any other report or estimate from any other contractor, or any 
other person, as to how far this was reasonable ; did the Board take any means to^ 
ascertain that ? — I do not recollect that they did, nor does it appear on the face of 
this, minute that they submitted it to any one else. I should state here, that we 
have, a resident engineer for superintending the execution of the works (Mr. Richards) 
at Plymouth, and our own inspector of works, Mr. Adams, a very experienced man, 
was also engaged in superintending ; and many of these prices were submitted to 
them ; and I. have no doubt that in this case Sir John Rennie consulted them, as^ 
he did to our frequent knowledge in all those cases. 

81. Is the inspector under Sir John Rennie recommended by him ? — I believe' 
that Mr. Richards's appointment did meet with Sir John Rennie's approval, but 
he wa3 at that time employed under the Navy Board. 

- 8?. When was he first appointed ? — In the very early part of the undertaking ; 
I think he was recommended to the Admiralty, if I recollect right. 

83. Is Mn Richards a permanent officer ? — He is an oflScer appointed for this 
specific purpose ; we have an inspector of works of our own at Plymouth, but in 
a work of this magnitude it was considered necessary to have a resident engineer j 
and since that, as the works extended, an assistant to him. 

84. Who recommended him first ? — I believe it was on the recommendation of 
Sir John Rennie, but I am not quite certain as to that fact at this moment ; 
I believe so ; he was at that time and had been for several years employed under 
the Navy Board. 

85. Under Sir John Rennie ? — I am not aware ; most likely he was, because 
Sir John Rennie was, generally speaking, the person employed as engineer. He 
was employed at Chatham at the moment he was appointed by us. 

86. Yqu have alluded to two estimates made by Mr. Hobbs and Mr. Adams ; 
are you able to state whether Mr. Hobbs and Mr. Adams had opportunities of 
knowing the, price at which any contractor would do the work, or whether it was * 
only^their own estimate? — They had consulted very much in the neighbourhood, 

for 
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for an idea had been entertained by some of us diat the rock might have been re- M. Pir. aifioih^zq. 

moved at no cost whatever ; but they were sent down there, and they came to a very 

different conclusion. 5 March 183a. 

87. But did they ever advertise ? — Decidedly not, they could not. 

88. Had they any authority from the Board to make those inquiries, and t9 
ascertain if the rock could have been removed at any cheaper rate? — Not subse^ 
quent (it would appear by Sir John Ronnie's letter) to this tender of Mr. Mcintosh, 
but prior to that tpey made a calculation of what they supposed it would cost tb 
remove the rock. 

89. And was that calculation made under the authority and by the desire of the 
Board ? — Decidedly so. I find Mr. Richards was recommended by Sir John Rennie i 
here is the letter ; it is a letter from Mr. Rennie, dated the 2i8t of December 1 824 : 
^' I have to acknowledge your honourable Board's letter of the 23d of October last, 
and have to apologize uiat absence from London has prevented me from replying to 
it long ago. In reply, however, I now beg leave to observe, that for the conduct of 
such extensive and difficult works as those proposed to be constructed at Cremill 
Point, I should recommend that, for the present, one general and experienced super- 
intendent should be appointed, with an assistant for the operative department. There 
will also be required an intelligent accountant on the part of your honourable Board, to 
check the accounts and measurements* The person whom I ^ould recommend to con- 
duct the operative department is Mr. Philip Richards, a person of great experience 
and respectability in this line ; and as his duties will be arduous, responsible and ex- 
tensive, I should recommend him to be paid a salary of 400 /. per annum, and to have 
a house to live in. With regard to the assistant, his services may be dispensed with 
until the works are more advanced, and I will inform your honourable Board when 
that period shall have arrived/' And the Boards minute upon that is the 23d of 
December : " Transmit copy of this letter to Mr. Croker, and recommend that 
we may be authorized to employ Mr. Philip Richards as the general superintendent 
of the works now carrying on by contract at Cremill Point, with the salary of 400/. 
per annum proposed by Mr. Rennie, and the use of one of the houses lately pur- 
chased at that place : add that it is our intention to direct Mr. Adams to cheek 
the accounts and make the necessary measurements, considering this duty as part 
of the extra services for which an additional salary of 150 /. per annum has been 
assigned to him, until they become of great magnitude. We shall probably here- 
after have to appoint an assistant to the superintendent, but at present such a per- 
son is not necessary." 

go. Now with regard to the next contract, for excavating and constructing the 
main sewer in the intended victualling yard ; was there any particular reason why 
that should not be done by public contract ? — I should conceive that it would have 
been impossible to have had two sets of contractors blasting rock and at work on the 
same spot and at the same moment Carrying on this main sewer depended on 
the blasting away the main rock. 

91. Was the material in the main rock used in making the sewer? — Certainly : 
first of all the space for the sewer to pass through was blasted out of the solid rock. 

92. The main sewer was cut out of the rock ? — Was in the rock. 

93. Then the next, on the 1st of August 1826, for the construction of a reser- 
voir on the top of the hill at Cremill Point, and of a retaining wall against the 
upright surface of the rock, is not that at some distance from the other parts of the 
work ? — No, but a very yards from the edge of the abrupt rock. [The Witness 
pointed it out on the Plan.] 

94. Does any peculiar reason exist for that which is outside of the wall being 
done separately ? — I certainly do not suppose that there would have been any ma- 
terial objection. 

g5. What was the expense of that? — ^Tbe total expense of that reservoik* 
is 4,672/. 

96. Then are the Committee to understand that all this money paid (249,441 /. 
as appears in Account No. 5), that all that money has been expended on private 
contraccs, with the exception of those two amounting to 50,000 /. with the addi- 
tional purchase of the land ? — We got the purchase of the land in all eases at less 
than the estimate j we did not go to a jury in all cases. 

97. But is that so, that all this money has been expended on private contracts? — 
Yes, unless it should prove that the impression on my memory is correct, that the 
removal of the rock was also by a public tender. 

98. Now there Js a contract here of the 27th of October 1830, for cast-iron 
pipes to different parts pf the yard ; in whiit way was that contract made ? — That 
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i6 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE TAKEN BEFORE 

Jtf.?r.C/r/)ofi,Esq. was part of the original contract; that was a continuation in fact of the original 
' • — contract for the reservoir and water pipes for Cremill, which were advertised for. 
5 March 1839. There was subsequently a deviation with regard to the size of tliese water pipes ; it 
was determined that for more conveniently watering the fleet, the pipes should be 
of a different size from that which was specified, llie main object was that. . The 
original intention had been only to have a six-inch main ; and when tanks were 
introduced into such general use, it was considered better to have a nine-^inch main, 
by which they could be supplied expeditiously, instead of merely the establishment : 
it was in fact a continuation of the original contract. 

99. Now the steam ergines, cranes and machinery for the brewhouse, mill and 
bakehouse ; in what manner were these contracts made ? — No contract was made for 
any part of the machinery or steam engines. 

100. Were the orders given them by the Admiralty or by the Victualling 
Board ? — The orders were given by the Victualling Board. 

101. With the sanction and knowledge of the Admiralty? — The Board con- 
ceived so, under the general authority given to carry into effect the original estimate, 
which comprised both machinery for the brewhouse and for the mill. 

102. Perhaps it would be desirable that you should put in and read a letter 
of the 30th of August 1830, from the Victualling Board to Mr. Croker?— 
This is the Victualling Board's letter to the Admiralty, dated the 30th of August 
1 830 : *^ We request you will be pleased to inform the Right honourable the 
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty that we have lately given orders for pro- 
ceeding with the erection of the main entrance of the new victualling yard at 
Cremiu Point, the slaughter-house, porter's lodge, warden's house and cooperage, 
a^d have agreed with Mr. Mcintosh for the execution of these works at prices 
considerably reduced from those of the early contracts ; and that Messrs. Rennie have 
informed us that Mr. Mcintosh states that, provided he were to receive directions 
within three weeks from the present time for proceeding with the buildings of the 
flour mill, the bakehouse and officers' houses, he would be ready to make a further 
deduction of two-and-a-half per cent, from those prices. Messrs. Rennie have also 
informed us that, in addition thereto, the saving that would arise from completing 
these buildings at once, in economy of labour, professional services, taking advantage 
of ihe present cheap price of iron, which is upon the rise, and being thereby 
enabled to dispose of and to bring to account the old premises at Plymouth at 
least ] 8 months earlier than otherwise, would amount to nearly ^|^5O0/., making 
the total saving 10 per cent., not to mention the immense convenience and economy 
of havioff the whole establishment completed and at work so much the earlier : and 
under all the circumstances they have strongly recommended that these buildings be 
ordered to be put in hand without further delay, and that Mr. Mcintosh's offer be 
accepted. We therefore feel it to be our duty, as well for the sake of economy as 
for more speedily placing our department at Plymouth in a state of efficiency, most 
earnestly to recommend to their Lordships that we may be authorized immedi^ly 
to proceed with the erection of the flour-mill, bakehouse and officers* houses at 
Cremill, agreeable to Mr. Rennie's proposal ; and we beg leave to add, that if their 
Lordships should be pleased to consent thereto, we should propose that 1.^,000/. be 
inserted on the estimates for the ensuing year, on account of the new works at 
Cremill, which would only leave 25,000/. to be provided in the year subsequent, 
for the completion of the whole of the buildings, &c. of the yard, so as to place 
it in a complete state of efficiency as a victualling establishment.*' 

103. What did the Admiralty answer upon that letter ? — This is the Admiralty's 
letter; it is dated the 16th of September: •• My Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty having referred to the Lords of the Treasury your letter of the 30th of 
last month, recommending, with a view to economy and to the expeditious comple- 
tion of your premises at Cremill, that a proposition you have received from Messrs. 
Rennie be adopted, and that you be authorized immediately to proceed with the 
erection of the flour-mill, bakehouse and officers' houses, by which it is calculated 
that a saving of 4,500 /. will be effected in the remaining outlay for these works ; 
I am commanded to acquaint you that the Treasury have assented to. your pro- 
position, and to signify their Lordships' direction to you to proceed accordingly, 
inserting the sum of 15,000/. in the next year's estimates for the works at 
Cfemill." And then upon that, our Minute was : " In consequence of these direc- 
tions, the Board this day caUed Mr. MMntosh before them, and signified to him 
that they accepted the tender made in his letter of the 24th of August 1 830, in 
which he expressed his acquiencence, but requested that he. might be immediately 
furnished with all such plans as would enable him to proceed in ordering the 
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SELECT COMMITTEE ON CREMILL POINT. 17 

^ffi^rent materials: direct therefore Messrs. RMBie to furnish Mr. M^Into^b M.iF.a^mi,Eaf. 

immediately with the working drawings of the cooperage and other buildings in- r. 

eluded in the contract under minute of the 3Qtb of August 1830 ; and forthwith 4 Mardi 1^39. 
to prepare and submit to us drawings and specifications of the flour-milly bakehpuse 
and adjoining store, and the officers' houses, in ord^ thsU; a i^dntract for their con- 
struction may be prepared ; and in the meantime, to furnish Mr. M'Intosh with 
all such working drawings and information as may enable him to provide materials 
lor these additional buildings, it being the Board's intention to proceed with them 
as expeditiously as practicable. L^t the neeeseary contracts be prepared accordingly, 
Co be approved of and executed ; when the plans are ready, acquaint Sir James 
Gordon ; and that these Works may be proceeded with as soon as possible^ and 
materials delivered for their progress, let 15,000^ be inserted on the estimate of 
next year for new Works at Cremill." 

104. Did the Board take any measures for ascertaining how far Mr. Mcintosh's 
offer was fair and regular, or did they act entirely on Sir John Ronnie's lett^ ?^ — 
Entirely on Sir John Ronnie's letter. 

105. Then when was the machinery ordered? — I have the date here, the 229th 
of September ; that was simply a letter to MesM^ Rennie to direct them to tdce 
measures. 

106. Now did you act in consequence .of any order from the Admiralty? — Yes, 
this is the order ; it is to put the establishment in a complete state of efficiency : 
the original Admiralty order for carrying the lesser establishment into effect, ^e 
conceived to be the authority for the machinery of the brewhouse, becausie the 
brewhouse was included in the lesser establishment; and this order, authorizipg the 
completion of the establishment upon its more extended footing, and to pl|u;^ it in 
a state of complete efficiency as a victualling establishment, was the authority for 
ordering the machinery necessary. 

107. Is there any letter showing what the amount of the machinery would be? — 
Yes, the estimate of 1824, which amounts to 291,000 i., includes machinery for 
the brewhouse and for the mill. 

io8. When you had ordered, as it appears you did, the machinery to be prepared, 
did you report the sum to the Admirolty ? — I think not ^ I do not recollept that 
we reported any of our proceedings consequent upon this order to the Admiralty ; 
there was no occasion to do it, in consequence of the order of 1 830, which X hftve 
just read ; it was a final ord^ to us. 

109. Did you consider that in the general sanction which had been given to you 
by the Admiralty Board, the Victualling Board was empowered to i^ontract 9nd 
order the machinery that was necessary to complete the buildings at Cremill Point ? — 
Most undoubtedly : they direct us to take the necessary measures for putting it in 
a state of complete efficiency as a victualling establishment ; the building could not 
go on without a part of the machinery being fitted into it. 

110. Was there any specific mention maMde, in any of your correspondence with 
the Admiralty Board, as to the machinery, separate from the ffc^eral arrangement of 
the whole ? — ^The first mention that was made I think to the Admiralty of providing 
machinery, was made in a report from the committee of visitation^ of the date 
of I believe 1826. 

111. Qan you find the minutes of that visitation? — Yes: if I recdlect right 
it was either in May or September 1826 ; that appUed to the ateam engipes : the 
Committee consider the steam engines I suppose as part of the machinery. 

112. Do you consider the order for the steam engines to indude the order for 
the machinery ? — No : as I stated, the first time the subject was adverted to specifi- 
cally in any communication to the Admiralty, was in the report of the committee, 
which I think was dated the ist of May 1826, or in September 1826, in which it 
was recommended that one steam engine for the brewhouse should theu be erected ; 
the next was a Board^s minute of the 3d of October i8a8, ibr Messrs. Ren9ie to 
take immediate measures for providing machinery for the brewhouse at Cremill. 
I was correct with respect to the date of the report made by the committee of 
visitation of the Victualling Board, it was the 1st of MAy. 1826, a copy of 
which was transmitted to the Admiralty on the 5th of May 1826, and their Lord- 
ships' attention specially called to the marginal observations which the Board had 
m^de upon it. They recommended that a steam engine cf i20<Jiorse power should 
forthwith be ordered for the use of the brewhouse. Then upon that, the Board's 
original minute, which I have here, is this : ** Direct Mr. Kennie. to take the neces- 
sary measures for providing a steam engine of 20-horse power accordingly'' That 
• 272. C minute 
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M. IV. Clifton, Esq. minute was made the 5th of May 1826, and we gave the order to Sir John Rennie 
- ■ forthwith. 

5Maith 18311. 113. Now when does he report to you he had taken measures respecting it ? — 
On the 21st May 1826. 

114. Read Sir John Rennie's letter? — *^ I have to acknowledge your letter of 
the 1 oth instant, informing me that the Board of Commissioners for victualling 
His Majesty's Navy desire that the steam engine for the proposed new brewery 
at Cremill Point may be ordered immediately, in order that no time may be lost 
when the building is ready : I beg to observe, that I shall give Messrs. Bolton 
& Watt directions to make a steam engine of the power of 20 horses, upon the 
most approved construction for this purpose." 

115. Then did Bolton & Watt make the steam engine, so ordered ? — Yes. 

116. Then what is meant by the note here to the paper App. No. 3 : ** Steam 
engines ordered of Mr. Rennie r '* — The order was given to Mr. George Rennie 
to provide it. 

117. To Mr. George Rennie ? — Yes. I should state, without any hesitation, 
that we have written to the Rennies without paying particular attention as to how 
we addressed them. Mr. George Rennie is the gentleman employed in the ma- 
chinery and Sir John Rennie is the engineer ; but yet, connected as they are, it does 
very frequently happen, in the course of correspondence, that we give directions to 
Mr. Rennie or Sir John Rennie. 

118. What is the connection between the two Messrs. Rennie? — I presume 
them to be partners. 

119. What is the relationship ? — They are brothers. 

120. In what concern do you presume they are partners? — I have no means 
• whatever of knowing their concerns directly or indirectly, but I see that they do 

sign letters occasionally John and George Rennie. I would just repeat, I really 
have no knowledge whatever of their connection in business, whether they are gene- 
ral partners, or partners connected with particular points ; but I presume them to 
be partners because we frequently receive letters from them signed John and 
George Kennie. 

121. What concern do they carry on ; have they not a manufactory in London? 
—I do not of my own knowledge happen to know it ; I believe they have. 

122. Of machinery? — Of machinery: they are millwrights, that is, I should 
apprehend Mr. George Rennie is ; I have never communicated with Sir John 
Rennie on any subject personally respecting machinery, 1 have always desired to see 
Mr. George Rennie respecting machinery, considering that he was the millwright. 

1 23. Did you ever see Mr. George Rennie on any subject relative to theengineeiing 
department ?— I will not take upon myself to say, that during Sir John Rennie's 
absence, Mr. George Rennie maynot have come to the office and said, ** My brotheris 
not in town ; here is a letter, I cannot answer it very well until his return :" in that 
sort of way I may have seen him, but we have never consulted with Mr. George 
Rennie on any of the great works at Cremill Point. 

124. You have received communications from him on the subject? — This just 
reminds me of a case similar to what I was mentioning ; here is a letter from him, 
dated the 2gth of September 1 825 ; this is a sort of demi-official letter to me. [The 
Witness read the letter]. 

1 S5. Now after the report of the steam-engine being ordered of Bolton k 
Watt, is there any letter of Mr. George Rennie or Sir John Ronnie's, stating from 
whom he had ordered the rest of the machinery ? — There is a memorandum I have 
got of the 3d of October 1828 : ^' Messrs. Rennie to take immediate measures for 
providing machinery for the brewhouse at Cremill." 

126. Has that order been complied with ; has the machinery been provided ? — 
A part of the machinery for the brewhouse, which Sir James Graham counter- 
ordered, has not yet been delivered ; the whole that was not made has been stopped^ 
but the greater part of it has been furnished. 

127. Now by whom was that machinery made? — By Messrs. Rennie or Mr. 
George Rennie ; the house of Messrs. Rennie, certainly. 

128. What prices were laid before the Board on the 3d of October, when they 
were ordered ? — No prices. . 

1 29. Then was any price at all fixed ? — Not at all. 

1 30. Then was it left to Sir John Rennie to fix whatever price he pleased ?— 
Sir John Rennie, except as the partner, if he be the partner of Air. George 
Rennie, would have nothing whatever to do with it. 

131. Have 
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131. Have aujr bills been presented for that machinery ? — A claim has been pre- jif. W.CUfton, E«q. 
sented of large disbursements on account. 

132. Presented by whom? — By Messrs. Rennie ; when I say " Messrs. ' I can- 6 March i8j«. 
not distinguish them sometimes. 

133. How much money has been paid on account of the machinery ? — £. 1 2,000. 
They have supplied about 300 tons of machinery for Cremill ; and having produced 
sufficient proof to us of their having paid for the engines, and being out of pocket 
perhaps 19,000 /. or 20,000 /. I think was the sum. We have done in that case 
-as we have done in all others with them, from time to time made certain advances^ 
and two sums of 6,000 /. have been paid on account of machinery. 

134. Was there any certificate on the part of Sir John Rennie, that that sum 
ought to be paid ? — Sir John Rennie would have nothing to do with the machinery ; 
nothing whatever; he was the architect for the building. 

135. But have not you stated that Messrs. Rennie were directed to take imme- 
diate measures for providing the machinery ? — When I stated that, I said, except so 
far as he might be a partner, which I know not whether he was a partner or not. . 

136. Will you read the letter of the Board, ordering them to do that; the 
letter of the 3d of October 1828 ? — The order is simply naif a dozen lines ; the 
Board's minute is simply this : That directions be given to Messrs. Rennie to 
provide the machinery. '* I am commanded by the Board to signify their desire 
that you take immediate measures for providing machinery for tne brewhouse at 
Cremill/' 

137. To whom is that addressed; to George or John, or Messrs. Rennie? — 
This letter is addressed to John Rennie, esq. Stamford-street. 

138. Did George Rennie carry on his business in Stamford-street ?-- Yes ; and 
their letters are very frequently signed John and George. 

1 39. Why were Messrs. Rennie employed, by the Victualling Board to furnish 
the machinery ?^ I would say in answer to that question, that at the time it was 
determined to erect a flour-mill in Deptford yard the question was fully, consi- 
dered as to who should be employed to make the machinery ; an intention at one 
time, or an idea I should rather say, at one time was entertained of working the 
mill by a large tread-wheel, and in consequence, a Mr. Penn, who had had great 
experience in the construction of tread- wheels, was consulted; but that idea was 
abandoned, and then.it was determined — personally, for I happened to be pre- 
sent, and I think if Sir Robert Peel were here he would recollect the circumstance 
also ; for that question led to a consultation with Sir Robert Peel, and he did not 
conceive that it would be expedient to collect so large a number of convicts as 
would be necessary to work machinery by a tread- wheel ; that idea was in consequence 
abandoned, and it was determined, in Lord Melville'^ room, that Mr. George RenniCy 
considered the most able millwright or mechanist of the day, should be employed' 
for that'machineiy : he was so employed, and that machinery was most excellently 
executed undoubtedly ; up to the present moment it has scarcely ever wanted any 
reparation. 

. 140. How many years has it been at work? — About three years. 

141. What was the price; do you recollect the amount? — I cannot speak 
(^ hand. 

142. How was the bargain made with Mr. Rennie for that?— It was made 
precisely in the same way as the present. The order was given to him. to furnish 
the machinery : most accurate accounts were kept by our officers of the yjard as. to 
the day woik of all the persons employed ; they were subjected to the same regu- 
lations as our own men, which they objected to very much at first> but we enforced 
it. On the final delivery of Mr. Rennie's bill for the machinery, the surveyor of 
naval buildings, and Mr. Goodrich, the mechanist of Portsmouth yard, were 
appointed minutely to inspect every part of it ; they were, engaged upon it for 
many wedcs, and they required the personal inspection also of Mr. Rennie's bQokn, 
and ascertained as far as it was practicable the weight, and an account was kept of 
the different materials delivered, so as to check it in the most effectual manner ; 
and Mr. Goodrich, in his report, stated that the machinery was most admirably 
done, but that a few little things which were still necessary ought to be done ; , 
a few trifling alterations were made, and the bill was finally paid. 

143. Were Messrs. Rennie the architects or the superintendents of the mill at 
Deptford? — They were not. 

144. Were the steam engines included in the account you have given of the 
machinery? — Yes. 

272. C 2 145. Were 
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itf. rr.C/i/?oii,Eiq. 145. Were the steam engines supplied by Messrs. Rennie?— They were sup^ 
■ plied through Messrs. Rennie, of Bolton & Watt. But I have not ansvrered 
5 March 1832. the original question which the Committee put to me, namely^ why they were then 
employed at Cremill : I would therefore state, that as experience had riiown that 
they had wovided most admirable machinery at Deptibrd^ which answered every 
purpose, it was considered most expedient that we should order it of the same 
parties; in fact no question ever arose that it riiould be ordered of any one else; 
they were considered the best makers, and it was ordered to be on the best pria- 
ciplev. 

146. What was there to check the quality of the work or the prices ? — With 
regard to the prices, I have stated that diey were chedced by Mr. Goodrich and 
Mr. Taylor. 

147. But at Plymouth what check would they have undergone ?— Precisely Ike 
^same as at Deptfcnrd ; and I should also state, by the bye, that other steam engines 
and madiinery were ordered of Messrs. Rennie fw Clu-ence yard» and they wens 
subjected to precisely the same examination. 

148. Were the jHrices for the machinery used and put up at Deptford and at 
Cremill the same? — I cannot possibly answer that; I should presume that they 
would not ; they would depend on the ^ice of iron and labour, and so on, at the 
time. In the case of the machinery at the Clarence yard the same course was 
adopted exactly ; a Navy Board's officer, Mr. Kingston, was employed to check 
the charge for the machinery with Mr. Taylor, and in that case they went again 
most miniitely mto it, and again required the display before them of Mr. Renm'e's 
books. 

149. Had Sir John Rennie, as the en^neer for the oonstructioii ef the workg 
at Cremill, anything to do with the recommendation of Mr. George Rennie tosuf^Iy 
machinery ? — I stated before that no idea was ever entertained, as far as I am 
aware of> of employing any other person than Mr. George Rennie for it. 

150. Would Sir John Rennie have been employed in any manner to chedic 
the account of the expense of the machinery furnished by Mr. George Rennie?— 
Not in any manner, directly or indirectly. 

15 u Had he any interest, as superintendent, in the shape of commistion or per 
eentage» cm that machinery so furnished ? — Nose whatever <m any part of the 
works. I stated before, his chai^ are confined to the drawing of plans, and to 
day pay, when engaged on the inspection of the execution of the works, or in 
mtdung any report £[^ the Board* 

152. Would he have had, as the architect or the engineer to the Boards my 
power of reporting the due execution of that contract for the machisefy?— 
Decidedly not ; he would not have reported the sufficiency or the inauffideficjr 
of it. 

153" Who would have reported the sufficiency or the insufficiency of it ?— Such 
persons as the B#ard might have deemed the most expedient for the exawiiiatioa of 
the machinery when it was completed. 

154. Being penons entirely mdependent of the Rennies ? — Entirety : as I n^n* 
tioned in the former case) we appli^ to the Navy Board for their iuost cx)mpet^nt 
officer, and they appointed Mr. Goodrich, and since that time Mr. Kingstoa, 
who I think was master millwright of PoxtsnuKith yard, not connected with dur 
department. 

' 155» Then whatever occurred on the expenditure at the Clarence yard, would 
faav^ oceurfed at the Cremill Point, without any interference on the part of Sir John 
Rennie ?— Certainly so* 

156. Could Sir John Rennie, as architect and engineer to the Bo(^ at Cremill 
Point, have any influence as to the quantity of machinery to be supplied for Crefiiill 
Point by the house of Messrs. Rennie ? — I can hardly conceive how he could. 
We looked to Mr. Geoi^e Rennie for the supply of the whole machinery, we held 
him entirely ^responsible for it j every part of the worics of the machinery we held 
him responsible for, and he charged no comnussion^ in the former instance, on the 
aupply of the steam engines^ we only paid the amount of Bolton & Watt's 
charge. 

* 157. How do you know that ; did you pay the price of the steam engine to 
Mr. Rerniie, or to Bolton & Watt ? — No, the whole to Mr. Rennie. 
' 158. Then how are you able to ascertam the fact that no commission was paid 
to Mr. Rennie for ordering the steam engine? — I happen to know the fact, c^d 
>i believe that the precise bill is here ; we can ascertain that : when the bills were 

made 
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made up, Messrs. Rennie transmitted with their accounts the bill from Bolton & M.ff^.CU/tofhEaq. 

Watt for the steam engine, as the voucher, and the fact generally was inquired 

of theni^ whether they charged any commission whatever on Bolton & Watt's 5 March 1839. 
or any other maker's engine. They bought a small engine, that I saw afterwards, 
Tor the baking^hoase machinery, and no commission was charged for that. 

159, You have stated why Mr. George Rennie was employed to make the 
machinery for the mill and so forth, but you have not given any reason why he 
was employed to furnish the steam-engine? — I beg pardon ; I stated we considered 
him req>onsible for the whole, and we therefore ordered of him every part of the 
machinery adapted to the steam-engine ; we took a great deal of pains before it 
was determined ; we went to many different establishments about town. 

i6o. Then in point of fdct no contract was mtide for the steam-engine any more 
than other parts of the machinery ? — No ; Bolton & Watt will not contract 

161. Was the same system pursued with the Horsely Iron Company, for the two 
small engines that they supplied ? — ^They made a specific offer that they would 
supply a small engine at a giveti price, which was considerably below Bolton & Watt's ; 
their object of course was to obtain government employ ; it was but a small sum, 
540/., or something of that sort, not a very material thing, that we might ^ive 
them a trial, and we bought an engine from the Horsely Company, and one ^om 
the Butterly Company, and they both went to very great expense to complete 
them in the best manner. 

162. Were those two engines tpat np under the superintendence and directibn 
of Mr. George Renliie ?— Yes* 

163. Did you consider Mr. George Rennie as responsible for those two et^nes, 
the same as you did for the engine ordered of Bolton & Watt ? — Decidedly so : 
every part of the baking-house machinery. 

164. And the engines from Bolton ic Watt, and from the two difierent com- 
panies, through Mr. Rennie, were under the same circumstances and under the 
same superintendence ? — Exactly so. Though Messrs. Bolton & Watt will not mke 
a specific tender to us of an engine, t&ey have certam prices from which they w3I 
not deviate, governed by the price cf iron and labour at the time. The Committee 
win see in the letter, which 1 read part of judt now, to the Board, where it mm 
intended to be a fourteen-borse power engine in the brewhouse at Cremill, thant 
Bolton k Watt had given in to Mr. Rennit an estimate of the cost it ^would 
amount to. 

165. Have the two small engines made by the Horsely Iron Company, and the 
Butterly Company, fully answered the purpose ? — Only one has been tried yet, 
the one at the Clarence yard, and that, as far as I know, has answered exceedingly 
well ; it is a very beautiful engine. 

166. Were those works for which you reouiied these two raiall engines to be 
provided, were they under the direction of^ Sir John Rennie?— Yes; on his 
recommendation we gave them that trial ; but it would have been considered too 
serious a thing perhaps to order two forty-hors6 power steam-engines of new makers^ 
the thing was fully discussed as to what maker we should have. 

167. Were Messrs. Rennie the architects or the superintendents of the works . 
at Clarence yard ? — No, they were not ; they were occasionally consulted. 

168. Was Sir John Rennie the architect or supermtendent at Cremtll ?^-^He 
was the engineer ; he was the architect. 

169. Did he not furnish the plan of Cremill, and did he not from time to time 
visit the works during their progress ? — Yes. 

1 70. Did he do so either at Clarence or at Deptford ? — Certainly not, generally ; 
he might have been consulted on particular occasions. 

171. Did he make the drawings of the machinery ? — Mr. George Rennie did. 

172. Not Sir John?— No ; Mr. George Rennie, both at Deptford, at Ckrenoe 
' and at Cremill. 
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Mercuriij T die Martii, 1832. 

ManJiall Waller Cliftorij Esquire, again called in ; and Examined. 

1 73. tiAVE you any observations that you wish to make to the Committee, either 
in explanation or in addition to the evidence you gave on Monday last? — If my 
Jtf. IV. CUfion^ Esq. evidence was not so complete and satisfactory the other day as might have been ex- 
~ pected, I hope the Committee will make every allowance for the situation in which 

7 arc 1 32. J ^^ placed ; having been desired to attend with an immense mass of papers, and 
my attention not having been directed to any particular point, I was asked ques- 
tions not simply of facts which occurred eight or ten years ago, but I was called 
upon even to state the ground upon which those decisions had been come to. 
Though I have not had an opportunity of looking over the evidence, I feel that it 
was not so complete as it ought to be ; if the Committee therefore will allow me 
to complete my evidence, I shall be obliged. With reference to the number of con- 
tracts entered into with Mr. M'Intosh, I was asked how many were by public tender, 
and how many were by private agreement, and whether that was a deviation from 
the general rule ; whether the matter had been discussed at the Board, and whether 
there was any ground for that deviation. I stated that two of the contracts had been 
made by public advertisement or by writing to individuals who were called upon to 
tender ; and the impression upon my mind was that a third contract by public 
tender was entered into, namely, for the removal of the rock. I find that there were 
but two, namely, the great sea wall, and the reservoir and nipes from Bewes's field to 
Cremill Point. TTien with respect to the next contracts which were taken, I believe 
I stated, especially with regard to the rock, that I was quite sure the subject had 
been frequently under discussion at the Board, but whether there was a distinct 
minute, authorizing the course that was adopted, I was not certain ; the impression 
on my mind was that there was not ; but I stated that every part of the subject 
had been brought under the consideration of the Admiralty, and that probably it 
would appear in the reports of the committee of our Board, if it existed at all 
With the Committee's permission I will refer to the discussion of this question con- 
tained in the report of the committee of the Victualling Board, dated 26th of 
September 1 825. A committee went down annually (sometimes more frequently) 
to visit the works, and make a report of the details of the works ; their report was 
brought under the consideration of the Board, and a copy of that report was inva- 
riably submitted to the Admiralty. I would commence the subject by observing, 
that the removal of the rock was the most difficult and the most important ques- 
tion of the whole, and occupied a great deal of the Board's consideration from the 
earliest commencement of the works. On the 13th of August 1825, Sir John 
Rennie writes to the Board to this effect : " Honourable Sirs : According to your 
directions, I herewith beg leave to transmit plans and sections and specifications for 
excavating the rock to the required level, to give room for the intended brewhouse, 
cooperage and long storehouse at Cremill Point, and for the construction of the 
foundations of the long storehouse up to the level of the intended wharfs ; also for 
the main culvert or sewer for draining the whole establishment, as far as is compre- 
hended within that portion which you have determined to carry into effect at 
present. With regard to the excavation of the rock, there are two modes in which 
this important operation maybe considered : rather to give the whole of the rock to 
the contractor, for the expense that would be incurred by its removal, and allow 
him to use such parts as may be found serviceable for your own works, for 
which the contractor would be paid a reasonable sum, and be allowed to dispose 
of the remainder to his own profit." That was in August 1 825. The Board 
took no steps upon that at the moment, beyond directing Messrs. Richards and 
Adams to make the calculations, and Mr. Rennie to report what would be 
the probable expense of the removal of the rock on these terms ^ and imme* 
diateiy after, in September 1825, the committee who visited Cremill Point in 
that month made a report to the Board upon the subject ; by which it was 
recommended that the present contractor should be employed in removing the 
rock. In addition to the removal of the rock, the formation of the Ordnance road, 
and the alteration or improvement of the Admiral's Hard, were also recommended 
by this report, whigh was transmitted to the Admiralty ; the subject was then fiiUy 
discussed at the Board, and after a great deal of negotiation, the contractor being 
unwilling to undertake it, a bargain was made which was most advantageous to the 
Board ; for although we paid a considerable sum for the work, yet as under the 
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conditions of the contract we were to be supplied with certain quantities of a^ler M.JF.CItft<m,lMq^,< 

and rubble, so far below the market price of those articles, (whether the rock pro- -r-^ : 

duced it or not j which in point of fact it did not,) that the difference between '^ M»rch i8a«- 

those prices has paid the whole sum that we paid for the removal of the rock. The 

same observation applies also to the Ordnance road and Admiral's Hard ; and then 

the rock having been so taken, it followed as a matter of course, of necessity in 

point of fact, that other works should be done by the same man. The next point 

was with respect to the employment of Mr. George Rennie for the machinery ; 

nothing very particular occurs to me upon that point. I stated, I believe, in the 

course of my examination, that no loss was sustained to the public by Bolton & 

Watt's steam engines being ordered through Messrs. Rennie, as they have never 

charged any commission upon them. That was the impression upon my mind; 

I could not at that moment speak positively. However, I find by the original 

bills that I was correct; for in Messrs. Rennie's bills for the machinery at 

Deptford, they enclosed Bolton & Watt's charge for the engines, and did not 

charge any commission thereon ; and indeed in that very bill, I see a deduction was 

made from Bolton & Watt's account, for the labour of one of the men who had 

not attended regularly in fitting up the engines. 

1 74. You have already stated that Messrs. Rennie were employed j why did the 
Victualling Board employ Messrs. Rennie to furnish the machinery? — I think 
I stated before, that I believed the only reasons were, that Mr. George Rennie wa$ 
considered the most eminent maker of machinery in the country ; that he had been 
employed to make the machinery for the mill at Deptford ; that he was employed 
to make the machinery for the mill at Portsmouth ; all of which proved remarkably 
good, perfect and complete of their kind : and there might be stated here another 
general reason, which is this, that having made machinery for one place, his charge 
for machinery at the other would necessarily be reduced, from the circumstance of 
his having by him the moulds from which the machinery was made, some of which 
would be applicable to the machinery to be made for the yard at Cremill. That 
observation particularly applies to the bakehouse machinery : the machinery in the 
Portsmouth yard for the purpose of making biscuits being the first of the kind that 
^as made, was during its progress liable to many alterations ; but the casts being 
made and the machinery perfect, when it was decided that machinery should be put 
into the bakehouse at Plymouth, it seemed most desirable that the same person who 
had made the Portsmouth machinery should be employed to make this machinery 
for Cremill. There would be a saving of three or nve per cent. ( I speak that from 
memory) in the cost of the Plymouth machinery, as compared with that of Ports- 
mouth. I should state that the machinery of the mill at Deptford was found 
remarkably perfect, and has worn uncommonly well ; and the same with regard to 
Portsmouth, which almost surpasses the Deptford machinery. The power is more 
concentrated at that mill, and it is more beautiful than that at DeptK>rd. 

^75- When was the machinery at Deptford erected? — The mill was completed 
in the year 1829 ; I cannot state the precise day when the machinery was ordered 
but I suppose it must have been from 1826 to 1829. 

176. The machinery has been in use since the year 1829 at Deptford ? — I think 
so ; I speak entirely from memory. 

177. When was the baking apparatus at Plymouth completed ? — ITiat must have 
been completed I think in the course of the year 1830 : the corn-mill at Deptford 
was erecting during the years 1827, 1828, 1829 ; the whole of the machinery for 
the com-mUl Deptford was paid for in 1827, 1828, 1829. 

178. How long had the Weevil mill been in operation before the Victualling 
Board ordered the machinery for baking at Cremill ? — I do not think that the 
whole of the baking machinery at Weevil had been in entire operation before it 
was ordered for Cremill. Part of it was in operation, sufficient to establish the 
accuracy of the mode of making bread by that means, but it was not entirely com- 
pleted till a latter date. 

1 79. Why were Messrs. Bolton & .Watt employed to make the machines through 
Messrs. Rennie ? — I think I stated before, that we looked at Mr. Rennie as the 
person who was to provide the whole of the mill, and be responsible to us for it 
being perfect in all its parts. The Board considered it impossible to have steam- 
engines adapted to the building and machinery from another person, and that it 
would be much better to have both of the same person ; the Board did not like 
to make an experiment of other makers* engines. We had on other occasions tried 
a steam engine of an ingenious plan of a Dr. Alban, who suggested a steam engine 
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M*W. C^m,£m[. of a peculiar eomtruction ; his proposition was referred to Mr. Rennie, who father 

•^ "=- T^rted against it ; but the Board entertained it, and we employed a committee of 

7 Maroh 183a. %]^^ Royal Society, consisting of Mr. Davies Gilbert, Mr. Brande and Dr. Paris, 
who thought it would succeed, and we ordered one, but stipulated, on Messrs. 
Ronnie's recommendation, that Dr. Alban should bear the expense if it did not 
iucce«d ; it did not succeed, and the inventor took it down : therefore after thase 
oxpctriments, and considering the magnitude of the concern, the Board did not 
thmk it right to order a steam-engine of any other person than the most approml 
maker. I can state the fact distinctly, that Bolton & Watt do not contract and 
will not contract ; and on more than one occasion, when called upon by the Nstj 
Beard to send in prices, they declined to do so, stating that their prices weie 
always regulated by the price of iron and labour at the time ; that their pricey were 
iixed, and from them they would not depart : and I would merely confirm wbt 
I stated before from memory, that no charge was made by Messrs. Uennie in their 
accounts as commission for the steam-engine furnished through them by Messn. 
Bolton & Watt. This is the original bill of Bolton & Watt for the steam-engines 
of Deptford corn-mill ; and from its total amount we made a reduction of aboot 
60/. or 70/. from their charge for labour for their men, we having checked their 
attendance, as we would in the case of our own men. 

1 80. ^ Was there any commission paid to Sir John Rennie for the steam engines 
that were procured from the two other companies of Horsely and Butterly ? — There 
is no commission charged whatever. 

lS\. Do not you conceive that considerable difficulty and expense would have 
been incurred if the constructor of the machinery and the maker of the engines 
had not acted together ?-*That is almost a professional question, which I am hardly 
competent to answer, but that was our impression ; we understood that it would 
be difficult, if not impracticable, because they must be put in communication with 
each other> I do not mean to say that it would be actually impossible. 

182. Do you conceive that the person making the machinery was the proper 

Eerson to give instruction to the maker of the engine ? — Undoubtedly he must 
ave done that, at all events. 

183. In what manner were the charges made by Messrs. Rennie for the 
machinery furnished to Deptford and to Weevil ultimately checked ? — I think 
{ stated on the last day on which I was examined, that we referred them to the 
surveyor of buildings and a Navy Board officer. In the case of the Deptford 
mill, we wrote to the Navy Board, requesting them to appoint Mr. Goodrich or 
any other proper person for that purpose ; and the Navy Board returned this ^swer : 
^' In return to jFOur letter of yesterday, we acquaint you that, as requested by you, 
Mr. Goodrich, the engineer and ^mechanist at Portsmouth, has been directed to 
inspect and report on the whole of the machinery and engines of the flour mill in 
your premises at Deptford, as soon as possible." And in the case of the machinery 
at Weevil, the same course was pursued. See Navy Board letter of 2^th Nov. 
1 830, No. 6 Enclosure to No. 20. 

1 84. Did those persons make a minute inaction of all the detailed chaises of 
Messrs. Rennie ? — ^They did. 

185. Was the same course pursued with regard to the charges made for the 
Biachinery fomished for Weevil ? — It was ; except that Mr. Goodrich having quitted 
Portsmouth dockyard, Mr. Kingston, then master millwright, was substituted 
for him. 

1 86. Have any of the accounts of Messrs. Rennie for the Cremill machinery 
been furnished by them, and are they yet examined and passed ? — Not yei examined. 
The Board have a bill now befiMre them for machinery shipped ; it has not actually 
arrived (I believe) at this moment at Cremill. 

187. In what manner would that machinery have been examined, and Mr. Rennie s 
charges checkod, when it was erected at Cremill ? — It would have been examined 
precisely in the same way ; the Board had in fact prepared a minute for it, but 
findii^ that the machinery had not arrived at Plymouth, of course nothing was 
done till it had arrived there. It was proposed that Mr. Taylor should go down 
and meet Mr. Kingston and other officers, and ascertain the weight ana quality 
of every part as it arrived. • The minute was made on the 2ist of February ; this is 
the rough draft of ^he minute which I prepared at the time, when Messrs. Ronnie's 
letter was read at the Board on the 21st of February. The Board determined that 
this course should be pursued, but the Accountant-general subsequently stated 
fh^t' he thought we had better take no immediate steps about it. The minute was 
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to this effect : *' The Board intending to refer the bills of Messrs. Rennie* for M. W. Cl^hn, Em% 
cranes, steam-endnes and machinery at Cremill, for the examination of the Sur- — — — ..^ •• 
veyor of Naval Buildings, and to Mr. Goodrich, Mr. Kingston, or some other 1 ^^re^ i83«* 
competent mechanist, in the same manner as the bills fpr the machinery of the mills 
at Deptford and Weevil were examined, and according to their intention expressed 
in their letter to the Admiralty of the 3d December last ; and the Board not being 
able to cause that examination to be made till the arrival at Cremill of the whole of 
the machinery charged in the bills now delivered, when the persons above-men- 
tioned will be directed to proceed thither and make their exammation on the spot, 
cannot pay Messrs. Rennie the amount of their account at present." 

i88. llien you state to the Committee that it was the intention of the 
Victualling Board to send those persons to inspect the machinery erected at Cremill, 
in the same way as they had already done the machinery erected at Deptford ? — 
Most assuredly. 

189. Would it have become any part of the duty of Sir John Rennie, as the 
person who had furnished the plans for the sea walls, and other parts in the engineer 
department at Cremill, to have examined or reported upon the machinery so furnished 
by Mr. George Rennie ? — No, it would not. 

190. Had he any means of determining the quantity of machinery to be so 
sapplied, in his capacity of architect ? — Decidedly not. 

191. Did that depend upon the determination of the Victualling Board as to 
the extent of the supply of flour and bread which they intended to make at Cre- 
mill ? — llie building must be adapted to the extent of the machinery which the 
Board determined upon as necessary ; if they thought a 20 or 40 horse power 
engine was necessary, the building must be adapted to it. 

192. That was determined by the Board upon a consideration of the future 
demands of the public service ? — It was determined so. 

193- What was the nature of the superintendence of Sir John Rennie subsequent 
to his furnishing the original plan for the sea wall and other works ? —He was at 
all times considered the principal engineer : all plans and specifications for each 
agreement or contract, and the working drawings, were prepared by him, and 
submitted to the Board for approval ; when so approved, and arrangements made 
with the contfacf or for the execution of the work, they were submitted, with a copy 
of the contract, to Sir James Gordon, the commissioner of the Victualling Boturd 
resident at Plymouth ; by him they were put into the hands of Mr. Richards, the 
resideut engineer and inspector of the works, and under his personal superin^ - 

tendence carried into execution ; and then Sir John Rennie occasionally visited 
the yard in his character of engineer, to see that those plans and drawings, and the 
works generally, were carried on according to his intention* 

194. As he had not originally furnished the plans for the machinery, would he 
have been called upon to inspect |he machinery in the same way as he was the 
other works? — No, he would not. 

195. Why then were the letters addressed to him? — ^^The letters were written 
indiscriminately to him and his brother. It would appear, by the case to which 
I referred the other day, that the original minute as signed by the Board directed 
Messrs. Rennie to furnish the machinery ; the clerk who wrote the letter addressed 
it to John Rennie, Esq. 

196. Would it have been part of his duty as superintending engineer to have 
surveyed the machinery furnished by his brother? — Certainly not ; we never con- 
sidered he had anything to do with the machinery ; though a letter might have 
been improperly addressed to him, yet Mr. George Rennie is the only person the 
Board looked to as their millwright. 

197. If the machinery had been furnished by any other person totally uncon- 
nected with Sir John or Mr. George Rennie, would it have been Sir John Ronnie's 
duty to examine it ? — No, it would not ; probably the same course would have been 
pursued, viz. that we should nominate a [person totally unconnected with the Board, 
and beyond all possible connection with it. 

198. You have stated that Sir John Rennie was at all times considered the prin- 
cipal engineer by the Victualling Board, and you have also stated that the Victual- 
ling Board, before undertaking the work at Cremill, fixed upon the scale upon 
which the establishment was to be formed with a view to the wants of the public 
service, and the extent of the supply which this machinery was to produce ; who 
was their adviser with regard to tne quantity of machinery necessary. Sir John 
Rciinie being their principal engineer ?— That question, as far as I am cap^le of 
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I.W.CliftoHflj^. answering, except by a reference to the original estimate, was not gone into in 
— ^ , detail at that time. To the best of my recollection, there was simply a rough 

7 March 1839. estimate ; that estimate speaks of a brewhouse with machinery, and mill with 
machinery. I am not quite sure that the detailed extent of each was gon6 into at 
that time ; but undoubtedly Sir John Rennie was called upon as the only person to 
give that estimate. I am not aware that Mr. George Rennie was at that time at 
m consulted. 

199. Who gave the general plan, including the building, and the machinery to 
be adapted to that building?— Sir John Rennie furnished the plan of the build- 
ings, or Messrs. Rennie might have done it ; as I have before stated they indis- 
criminately signed letters and plans ; I cannot, without having the plan before me, 
say whether it was signed by Sir John Rennie, or Mr. George Rennie. 

200. Was the plan suggested by one or other of the Messrs. Rennie?— Deci- 
dedly; I should say that it was designed by Sir John Rennie : when the plan 
was determined upon by the Board, Mr. George Rennie brought to the Board 
a detail of the plan of the mill, showing the manner in which the stones were to 
be fixed, and so on. 

201 . You say the Board determined the extent of the machinery ; what evidence 
is there of the Board determining the extent? — As early as 1823 there was 
a letter from Sir John Rennie inquiring the extent of the proposed establish- 
ment that was to be formed ; this letter is the 12th of July 1823 : ^' As I am 
now about to enter into the details of the plan and estimate of the proposed new 
victualling establishment at Cremill Point, I have thought it right to state the 
grounds upon which I am going to make my calculations : that the whole establish- 
ment (of which only the brewhouse and cooperage, with stowage for 3,000 tuns, 
are immediately required,) when complete, is to consist of, 1st, brewhouse, capable 
of making 200 tuns of beer per day, with all the requisite appurtenances ; 2d, 
a cooperage, with accommodation for 80 block -coopers, &c. ; 3d, a flour mill, 
bakehouse and ovens complete, capable of grinding and making 1,000 sacks of flour 
into bread per week ; 4th, a slaughter-house, merely for fresh meats, and equal in 
extent to the present ; 5th, covered storehouse room for 12,000 tons of all kinds, 
and spaces for stores out of cover capable of receiving 12,000 tons more. The 
whole establishment to be calculated upon the most improved principles, with the 
requisite wharfs, cranes, sheds, reservoirs, &c. I shall feel much obliged by receiving 
an early answer as to the correctness of the above data, in order that I may proceed 
upon a right principle/* 

202. Are these data suggested by Sir John Rennie, or had the Victualling 
Board previously laid down any such data? — The Board had before most fully 
considered the subject in every way ; they had appointed a committee of their 
officers to meet at Plymouth to ascertain the extent that would probably be re- 
quired for the new victualling establishment ; - Mr. Hobbs, the inspector of 
works at Deptford, Mr. Adams, the inspector of works at Plymouth, and 
Mr. Rennie himself, assembled there, and they were put in communication with 
the officers of our yard, and with a committee of our board, consisting of the 
chairman and Mr. Commissioner Edgcombe, and the extent was then, ia fact, 
determined ; but before Mr. Rennie went into the calculations he put those ques« 
tions, with a view of ascertaining whether he was perfectly correct, and there was 
one material alteration ; he asked, with respect to the extent of the brewhouse and 
appurtenances, whether it was to be capable of brewing 200 tuns a day. This was 
afterwards reduced ; the extent was not quite so much, we found 120 tuns a-day 
would be sufficient. 

203. Were those data furnished to Sir John Rennie by the Victualling Board in 
any written document before the date of that letter, or were they then suggested 16 
Sir John Rennie ? — I am not prepared to say whether there was any written docu- 
ment or not to that effect ; but as I stated before, the subject was fully discussed 
by Mr. Hobbs, Mr. Adams, and the committee at Plymouth, and I presume that 
this was the result of their determination. 

264. Was the brewing machinery which was subsequently ordered upon the 
reduced scale which you have alluded to, or upon the larger scale first proposed by 
Sir John Rennie ? — Upon the reduced scale, 

205. Was the flour-mill and bakery constructed upon the scale recommended by 
Sir John Rennie ? — I cannot carry that in my mind, but I think it was exactly as 
planned. 

206. It 
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206. It appears that there has been a considerable excess of the estimate, on M. IV. CHfion, Esq. 

f^;count of additions to the flour^mill and granaries connected with it ; upon what 

authority was that directed? — The authority, I think, was the same as the Board 7 March 183a. 
have exercised throughout the whole of this business, with the view of having a 

complete and perfect victualling establishment ; it was the result of the committee's 
propositions in October 1830. There were two causes for the increase of the 
granaries and storehouse room connected with the mill ; in the first place, the 
storehouse room in the quadrangular store, which had been originally designed for 
bread had been applied as a slop store ; for the Committee will recollect that since 
this plan was originally designed in \ 823, the slop business has been transferred to the 
Victualling Board, it therefore became necessary to devote one of the whole floors 
of the quadrangular store for slops, and of course it became necessary to increase 
the quantity of storeroom for bread, which was done by extending the mill 
building ; besides, experience had also shown, that in our mill at Deptford, we had 
not sufficient granary room. This subject occupied the attention of the committee 
when they were at Plymouth, and upon their return to town they had frequent 
communications with Sir John Rennie, and the consequence was, a deviation from 
the original plan of the mill. I should also state, that another deviation took 
place, the mill and bakery buildings were intended at first to be separate ; after a 
small piece of ground near the yard was obtained, it was determined to bring the 
two buildings together, and when the new plan was arranged, it was determined to 
have more granary room, and more room for the stowage of bread. 

207. Were those deviations from the original plan, suggested by the visitation 
committee and adopted by the Victualling Board, sanctioned by the Admiralty 
Board? — They were not specifically sanctioned by the Admiralty, by written 
order. 

208. Did the Victualling Board conceive that the original instructions given 
them by the Admiralty Board authorized theih to make those alterations which they 
thought convenient to the public service ? — Decidedly ; but all those plans I con- 
ceive I may state distinctly, were approved of personally by the First Lord of the 
Admiralty, or the Board of Admiralty, before any official steps were taken upon 
them, and the subject was on all occasion^ alluded to in the committee's reports; 
the details of the subject were thus continually brought under the consideration of 
the Admiralty by the committee's reports. Those reports are rather voluminous, 
but if the committee will look at them they will see that in every committee's 
report a statement is made of the progress of the works. 

200. You have stated in your evidence that the sum of 28,674/. 35, 11 rf. was 
paid for the purchase of land previous to any sum of money being voted by Parlia- 
ment, and that money was paid out of the sums of mpney generally voted for the 
use of the Victualling Board ? — ^Yes. 

210. There is a large sum of money, 249,441 /. expended between the years 
1 823 and 1 832, whereas there is only the sum of 74,000 /. expressly voted for 
those works. Did the Victualling Board consider themselves authorized under the 
general practice, or under any particular regulation to make that outlay of money, 
without its having been voted to the particular services to which it was applied ? — 
They did ; that had always been the practice of the department; and at the same 
time the Board did not go on expending very large sums in addition to the esti- 
mate, without communicating continually with the Board of Admiralty, or with the 
First Lord of the Admiralty upon the subject ; if our vote for other services ap- 
peared, as the year advanced, not likely to be expended, the works went on more 
rapidly, and a larger sum was applied towards the works. Before I withdraw, 
I wish, with the Committee's permission, to read, with reference to the first part of 
my evidence, the following letter addressed by me, in pursuance of the Victualling 
Board's directions, to Sir John Rennie, on the 30th of May 1823. " The Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty having had under their consideration several propo- 
isitions for the formation of a new victualling establishment at Plymouth, and their 
Lordships* having, by Barrow's letter of the 3d of February last, signified their 
directions to the Commissioners for Victualling His Majesty's Navy, in the event 
of certain inquiries respecting the possibility of obtaining a sufiicient supply of 
water for Cremill Point proving satisfactory, that you should be employed, with 
the assistance of Mr. Hobbs, the inspector of repairs of this department at Dept- 
ford, and Mr. Adams, who holds a similar appointment at Plymouth, or any other 
person you may require, to prepare a plan, and as accurate an estimate as may be 
practicable, of the expense, in the first instance of the construction of the wharf and 
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M. W. CUJkmyEsq. buildings necessary for the brewery cooperage establishments, and hereafter of all 
— *— — the requisite storehouses and other buildings ; the several heads which compose the 
7 March 1838. ^^q^] amount of the estimate to be distinguished, and the plan not to be on a larger 
or more extensive scale than is absolutely necessary for the service of the port. I am 
commanded by the Board to acquaint you therewith, and to signify their direction 
to you to meet the Chairman and Commissioner Edgcombe on the subject, at 
Plymouth, on or about the 9th of next month. I am, &c. J/. H\ Ctifton-*' 

Sir John Rennie^ called in } and Examined. 

Sit Jokn lUnme. 211. WERE you appointed by the Victualling Board to superintend and form 
— — - a new establishment for victualling His Majesty^s navy, at Cremill Point ? — I was ; 
by an express authority from the Admiralty. 

212. Will you state by what authority you were appointed, and what directions 
were given to you to prosecute that work ?— The directions were, to the best of my 
recollection, written, and I think I have a copy of those that were sent to me. 
My directions were to go to Plymouth to meet Mr. Adams and Mr. Hobbs, and 
in conjunction with them to go into the whole of the project of victualling His 
Majesty's navy at Cremill Point. 

213. Was the extent of the establishment represented to you, or were you 
empowered to consider what extent of establishment was necessary, and to report 
your observation to the Board ? — The extent of the establishment was expressly 
represented to me by the Victualling Board , they required certain quantities of 
work to be performed in that department, which were pointed out, for instaooe, 
the establishment proposed was to consist of a brewery, capable of brewing 120 
tuns of beer daily ; a flour-mill, with a bakehouse and the necessary ovens, for the 
purpose of converting 1,000 sacks of flour into bread per week, and a coopenge 
capable of giving employment to 80 coopers; a slaughter-house, in which 100 
or 120 head of cattle might be slaughtered in a day ; and stowage room for 12,000 
tons of provision under cover, with space capable of receiving stores to the amount 
of 1 2,000 tons more, not under cover, with all the requisite appurtenances of 
cranes, machinery and reservoirs for supplying the vessels with fresh water. 

214. Here is an estimate submitted to the Committee, for the formation of 
a new establishment for victualling His Majesty's navy at Cremill Point, delivered 
in, signed '* John Rennie, 13th December 1824,'' amounting to the sum of 
29i>5i2 7. ; do you consider this sum of 291,512 /. as covering the whole of the 
expense of the establishment as originally contemplated at Cremill Point ? — It did 
so, with the exception of certain works not immediately within the precincts of 
this victualling yard ; for instance, there were certain works which were reqmred 
to be done for the Ordnance, namely, a road to communicate with the batteries on 
the top of the hill ; there was also a Hard, or what is called a landing place to be 
made for the inhabitants of Stonehouse, to replace that on Cremill Point, 
proposed to be removed by the new establishment. There were some minor works 
also, which could not be ascertained until the work was commenced, for instance, 
there was a wall which was afterwards necessary to be built to keep up the rock 
which was excavated, but had that rock proved perfectly solid in the execution^ 
the wall might have been dispensed with, lliere was another work in Ilrestone 
Bay, which was built at the express command of the Navy Board, to prevent any 
of the loose rubbish that might be thrown from the excavation of the rock from 
being driven into the harbour, and thus interfering with the Acts of Parliament, 
which the Navy Board had for the preservation of the harbour; besides the above, 
additional service-pipes, landing stairs and paving, as mentioned in my repcMi of 
the 30th December last, have been executed. 

215. Did you think it necessary to give an additional estimate for those works? 
— I did give an additional estimate for many of those works. Whenever a new 
work was proposed to be done, it was submitted to the Victualling Board, and 
nothing was done without previously obtaining the express sanction and authority 
of the Board. 

216. Did that sum of 291,000/. include the expense of removing the rock? — 
It did not, and it was left out for this reason ; Mr. Hobbs, Mr. Adams and myself, 
had a great deal of discussion upon the subject, and there was a great difference in 
opinion as to the value of this rock ; in the opinion of some it was worth a great 
deal of moneys in the o[Hnion of others it would scarcely pay the expense of remo- 
val ; 
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▼a) ; it was therefore left till experience alone would decide the value of it^ when it Sir John Remut. 

waa removed. 

217. In your letter to the Victualling Board of the 30th December 1831, which 7 ^^^^ *®3«. 
you will find in printed paper^ Appendix No. 22, you state that the whole of the 

original estimates, according to the year 1 824, amounted to 308,410 /• ; how do you 
reconcile that with the estimate of the 13th of December 1824? — Because the 
cost of the excavation of the rock had been subsequently added to it. 

218. Does the cost of the excavation of the rock, added to the sum estimated on 
the 13th of December, make up the sum of 308,410/. ?— Yes. 

219. Is there not considerable architectural decoration about those buildings? — 
There is no more architectural decoration about those buildings than what such 
buildings generally have. 

220. Of what are the outer walls composed? — Of stone. 

221. Stones taken from the country ? — Stones taken from the spot, with the ex-, 
ception of a certain quantity of granite, which was used in those parts which were 
most exposed and required the greatest substance. It must be observed that the 
rock was a limestone, and very expensive to convert into small scantling, and granite 
has been used for the cornices and the sills of the windows, and plinths generally 
for those parts most exposed to injury, but no more granite has been used than what 
was necessary for those purposes. 

222. Is there, in your opinion, any unnecessary expense? — I should say not. la 
the entrance, as it was originally designed, no colonnade was included, but it was, 
afterwards added, for this reason ; it is a very wet place, and in all establishments; 
which the Government have, there is always a place for the porter or warder to 
stand under to check the men going in and coming out, and as those men would 
be much exposed, a colonnade was made in order to enable them to do their duty 
without being exposed to unnecessary inconvenience. 

223. In carrying the orders of the Victualling Board into effect at Cremill Point, 
were you paid by any commission upon the outlay on the establishment, or by what 
mode were you paid ? — I was usually paid by the time employed by myself and 
assistants upon the drawings, estimates, specifications and superintendence. 

224. You were not paid a per centage upon the money laid out ?— No, I was 
not 

225. Did you see the old victualling establishment? — I saw the whole of it. 
526. Was it in good repair? — Quite the reverse. 

227. Do you conceive that the outlay must have been very great if you had 
put that establishment, separated as it then was, into efficient repair? — I have 
no doubt in my own mind that to have made those establishments as effective as 
the pi^esent ones, a very considerable sum of money must have been laid out, with- 
out obtaining the immense advantage of having them close together. 

228. Was there any material difference between the building for the gateway 
and entrance, according to the first estimate, and the building as it is completed ? 
— No detailed design was made out in the first instance for the entrance ; but 
when the subject came to be discussed, the Admiralty and Victualling Boards had 
several plans submitted to them, with an estimate of the expense, and they adopted 
the one which is now nearly finished. 

229. Is that the most or the least expensive ? — I think there was certainly a dif- 
ference of expense, but there were several works added to it, which did not belong 
to the original design ; for example, there was an engine-house, and guard-house, 
and a warder's-house, which was made lai^e enough to convert into two, if neces- 
sary which has since been done. 

230. Can you inform the Committee what extra expense was incurred by the 
architectural decorations on that gateway ?— I find here that the original estimate 
for the slaughter-house, porters IcKlge and entrance was 5,777 /. ; now it will cost 
9,978/. ; but then to the original estimate should be added the additional accom- 
modation of the engine-house, the guard-house and the porter's or warder's bouse, 
which did not belong to it, the whole would be about 800/. or 1,000/. 

231. Does that include the figures upon the top? — Two hundred pounds was 
included in the estimate for the King's arms proposed to be placed on the top ; 
and whether it is to be made of composition or of marble, of course there will be 
a corresponding difference of expense ; this, however, will not be incurred without 
a regular estimate being previously submitted to the Board. It has been usual 
in all the public establishments which I have seen, to have the appropriate arms 
belonging to a public establishment, and there is not a dock-yard without it. 

272. D 3 232. Of 
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Sir John Retime. 232. Of what material is it built ? — Of the best granite. 

' 233. Where does that granite come from ? — It comes from Cornwall ; I find that 

7 March 1832. that is among the best kind of granite for the purpose. 

234. Were you employed by the Victualling Board to provide the machinery 
necessary for the establishment at Cremill Point? — Regular orders were sent to 
my brother and myself to supply that. 

235. Are you connected in the business of machinery making with your brother? 
—I am, certainly ; we execute machinery in the same manner as my father did for 

50 or 60 years before us. 

236. Were you employed by the Victualling Board to order the steam-engines 
and the boilers necessary to act with the machinery ? — We were. 

237. Did you make the steam-engines? — No. 

238. Do you consider it necessary that the making the machinery and the pro- 
viding the steam-engines and the boilers should be under the direction of one 
person, so as to see that the two fit each other ? — I do conceive that to be indis- 
pensable, in order to have a perfect piece of machinery. 

239. Do you conceive it possible for an indifferent person to order the machineiy 
of Watt & Bolton, and to leave the machinery to be provided for by other persons, 
without the superintendence of one person only ? — It is possible to do so, but 
I do not think it is to be recommended, because there ought to be one person 
responsible for both ; because the fixing of the machinery ought to be adapted to 
the steam-engines and boilers, and I do not conceive that otherwise the machinery 
and steam-engines and boilers could be made to work together so well as they 
ought to do. 

240. Did you, under the directions of the Victualling Board, provide the draw- 
ings and designs necessary for the machinery ? — We did do so. The VictuaUiDg 
Board gave us Orders to make the machinery ; in making the machinery we of course 
were bound to make all the designs and the patterns, and everything connected 
veith the completion of that machinery. 

241. You are now speaking of the machinery at Cremill ? — Yes, as well as at 
Deptford and Clarence yards. With regard to the steam engines, we provided 
them from Messrs. Bolton & Watt's, we furnished the whole of the money our- 
selves to the amount of 14,000/. or 15,000/. ; we took all the responsibility of the 
erection of the steam-engines, and saw them erected at Deptford and Clarence 
yards, and we never have charged the Victualling Board a single fraction for the 
interest of money, for our time, or for our superintendence. 

242. Have you received in any Way any commission for the purchase of the 
steam-engine from Messrs. Bolton & Watt ? — Not a fraction ; we have furnished 
the whole ourselves, and without any charge for time or superintendence, or interest 
of money. 

243. Was there any estimate given in by you of what the probable expense of 
the machinery at Cremill Point, would be ? — There was originally, when the esta- 
blishment was first of all planned ; that original plan included every thing at that 
time. 

244. Were you employed in erecting the flour-mills at Deptford and Clarence 
yard r — We were. 

245. Was that machinery contracted for and executed under the same, orders 
and directions as that at Cremill ? — Precisely in the same mode. 

246. Who was empowered to superintend the flour-mills at Deptford and Cla- 
rence yard? — ^The Government had a superintendent of its own, Mr. Inkpen at 
Deptford, and Mr. Adams at Clarence yard, and the whole of the men's time including 
the number of days and hours they worked, were regularly checked against our own 
foreman by them, and according to the amount of time which was made and certified 
by them we were paid, with the usual trade profit ; and as regards the materials, 
an account was kept of the prime cost of everything ; and after the work was 
finished, and certified by the officers of the Government on the spot, as answering 
the original purpose for which it was intended, three persons were then appointed 
to look at the accounts (I never saw any of the machinery accounts) namely, 
Mr* Taylor, the surveyor of buildings at Somerset-house, Mr. Goodrich, the 
master mechanist of Portsmouth yard, and Mr. Kingston, master millwright ; they 
examined the whole of the accounts in our books, saw the prime cost and vouchers 
for everything, which occupied them nearly two months, and when they had per- 
fectly examined the accounts and satisfied themselves as to their accuracy, they cer- 
tified the bills, which were paid accordingly. 

247. How 
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247. How was the prime cost known, by entries in your books ? — Yes. Sir John Ramie. 

248. Was there a profit upon that ? — Yes. — — - 
249- Are the Committee to understand, by your saying that you never saw any 7 March iSja. 

machinery accounts, that the accounts are confided to your brother and not to your- 
telf ? — Quite so ; it is a thing I do not interfere with at all, and when complete, the 
accounts were investigated by other parties totally unconnected with us. 

250. When you undertook to furnish the machinery to the Victualling Board, 
were you aware that the machinery was to be inspected and valued by a person un- 
connected with you in business ? — Precisely so, and I should never have thought of 
passing my own accounts. 

251. You did not in any way consider yourself as called upon to determine the 
price charged by the Victualling Board ? — Certainly not. 

252. When the work was finished, you, according to the usual practice of the 
trade, gave in your account, knowing that it was to be corrected and checked by 
such persons as the Victualling Board chose to appoint? — Precisely so, only with 
this difference, it is not usual to give the prime cost in any case, but in order to 
show that we wished everything to be thoroughly investigated, we showed our 
books to the officers of Government, although it is quite unusual. 

253. Was there any inspection when the works were going on ? — Yes. 

254. By whom ? — By officers of Government ; Mr. Inkpen had entire direction 
of the mill at Deptford, and Mr. Adams at Clarence yard, and they certified in con- 
junction with our foremen all the materials and all the time which was furnished to 
these establishments. 

255. Who is Mr. Inkpen? — I think he is superintendent in the public dock- 
yard at Deptford now, but he had entire charge of the mill building at that time. 

256. Then the other persons were called in to value after the work had been 
finished ? — Precisely. 

257. That account kept by Mr. Inkpen and your foreman was submitted to 
them, with your charges ?— It was. 

258. In the item No. 2, of the estimate of the 13th of December 1824, how 
much was stated for brewery and how much for machinery ? — They were not 
separated. 

259. Is the Account marked No. 1 in the Appendix an exact copy of the 

rcification of the estimate given in ? — I believe it is, with this difference only, 
t in my report of the 30th December last, I have made out all the items, with 
the requisite proportion of the sum placed in the former estimate for contingencies, 
and which would make the brewhouse come to 34,350/. 

260. Did you give in this account, or what Was the account given in ? — I gave in 
the account in manuscript, on the 30th of December last. 

261. In December 1824, what was the account you gave in? — 1 gave 28,453/. 
without contingencies, which was added in gross at the bottom of the first estimiEite ; 
it was extremely difficult at that time, without making a detailed drawing of every 
part of each building, and making a specific one also of the machinery belonging 
to the building, to give a precise estimate of what each would have cost ; this would 
have created a considerable difficulty and delay at that time. 

262. In addition to the estimate delivered in of 28,453/., in the year 1824, 
when did you furnish any estimate in detail of the separate expense of the machi- 
nery in the different branches of that establishment ? — It was only demanded I think 
some time last year. 

263. Were you not called upon, between the year 1824 and the year 1831, to 
give in a specific estimate of the amount for each different department ? — I do not 
think we were called upon for those specific estimates. 

264. Are the Committee to understand that this letter of yours, of the 30th of 
December 1831, giving those details, was an answer to the Board's letter of the 
1 7th of December, and that until then you had not given in any details?— I con- 
ceive so J if I had been asked I would have given in everything. 

265. You constructed the flour-mills at Clarence yard and Deptford ? — Yes. 

266. Is the mill at Cremill of the same description ? — It is« 

267. Had you the moulds for the machinery in preservation, by which you cast 
parts of the machinery used at Clarence yard and Deptford ? — We had. 

268. Were they fit for service again? — They were, with some trifling repairs ; 
those repairs only were charged for : the Board have had the benefit of dl the old 
moulds, and not only that, but even at the commencement of the Dq)tford mill we 
' 272. . D 4 brought 
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Sir Jokn Rennic. brought to account old patterns of wheels, with some alterations which were made, 
— — and which alone were charged for, to the greait benefit of the Board. 
7 March 1833. 269. Will you state what proportion of the expense mould-making is to the gene- 
ral construction of the machinery ?— It would be nearly from four to five per cent, 

270. Do you mean by the Bioard having the benefit of the old moulds, that the 
works at Cremill were completed at a less expense than they would have been if you 
had had to make new moulds ?— Not a question about it, by four or five per cent. 

271. You stated that account was kept of the mens' time, can you state what per 
centage was added to the amount paid for mens' time ? — I can hardly answer that in 
detail, but upon workmens' labour to whom we pay 7 s. per day, we have a profit 
of IS. or 1 s. 4d. 

272. Have you been employed to superintend any public works for public bodies? 
— ^Yes, a great number. 

273. Are they done generally by contract in the gross, or done in the way in 
which the works at Deptft)rd were done? — In the West India Dock establishment, 
in which I have been employed a great many years, and have furnished cranes and 
other machines, precisely in the same way which the machinery has been furnished 
to the Victualling Board at Clarence yard, Deptford, and Cremill Point ; the same 
practice has been invariably pursued at Woolwich and many other phices ; at the 
present moment we are employed by the Turkish government in the same manner. 

274. Was not a lai^ portion of the work done by contract in the gross? — AU 
the building department, and everything connected with the building department, 
was done by contract : in the first instance public tenders were advertised, and 
Mr. Mcintosh sent in his tender, and after the Board had ascertained by two dis- 
tinct public tenders, that in the one case he was 15 per cent, below the lowest, and 
in the second, namely in the first division of the sea wall, he was six per cent, below 
the lowest ; subsequently the works were i^ot advertised, but we ascertained the 
different prices all round in the immediate neighbourhood of Plymouth, and in 
every part of the country where similar works were going on, and went into the 
prime cost of each article, and then allowed the contractor a profit upon the prime 
cost, for the interest of money, for finding tools and implements, for his management, 
his waste of materials and his risk. 

275. Was the original contract with Mr. Mcintosh made in gross or in detail ?— 
It was made upon the prices in detail. 

276. That detail was of course subject to the measurement of the work after* 
wards? — Certainly; and was paid for as the measurement of the work pro- 
ceeded. 

277. Was there any rule in reducing the amount of the contract at each 
subsequent agreement ? — At every subsequent agreement a fresh investigation 
was commenced of the prime cost and value of those works ; and every one 
of those works was reduced lower than the former, in proportion to the fall of 
prices of the day. 

278. Were those reductions of price reported by you regularly to the Board, 
before each subsequent agreement ? — Yes ; the prices were regufarly sent along 
with the contract for the Board's approbation ; the Board then, after they had 
approved of the contract, referred it back to me, to see whether it was correct, 
and when approved, it was then signed by the contracting parties. 

279. Have other public departments that wanted machinery, acted on the 
same principle ?— Precisely so ; there was a very large flour-mill made by my 
father at Wandsworth, and another at Isleworth, a rolling-mill at the Dock-yard 
at Woolwich, and many other places, upon the very same terms. 

280. No contracts were advertised for ? — None at all. Provided a contract 
had been advertised for making machinery, such as has been made for Weevil 
and Deptford, and Cremill Point, it would have been necessary, in the first in- 
stance, to have had the whole of the machinery drawn out to a very large scale, 
and a complete description, and a detailed specification of every part; now, as 
machinery makers, we would not have consented to give up our knowledge of 
the business to the public, which we consider as part of our profits, without a large 
remuneration, and if we had done that, there would have been also a charge for 
drawings, and for specifications and superintendence, to at least seven per cent 

281. Will you state in what way you were paid by the Navy Board for your 
labour and superintendence? — We were paid for the time of ourselves, our as- 
sistants, and our visits ; this, upon the great works at Sheemess, the Breakwater^ 
and Woolwich, have scarcely amounted to one-third per cent; idthough, strictly 

speaking, 
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speaking, we should have been entitled to a commission, upon all the principles of Sir John Rcnnie. 

architectural profession, which, upon a work like Cremill roint, would amount to ' 

five per cent ^ March 183a. 

282. Were any of Mr. M*Intosh*s estimates laid before you? — Mr. Mcintosh 
never made an estimate in gross ; all his prices were laid before me ; they were 
dissected personally by myself, and the prime cost of every thing was first gone 
into, from what we knew to be the value on the spot, and then we put on the 
profit, which varied in the case of Cremill Point from 10 to 12 J per cent., with 
the exception of the hill contract, in which I am certain he is a loser. 

283. 1)0 you remember the chai^ of 8/. 185. \od^ made by Mr. Mcintosh? 
— I do not remember that 

384. Do you remember reducing his charges?— I remember freauently re- 
ducing them very largely indeed ; after the last tender of Mr. M'Intosn, the total 
amount of which was near 70,000 /., there was a deduction after all the prices had 
been settled, of 2 J per cent, upon the whole. Indeed, whenever I found Mr* 
M'Intosh at all not inclined to make the deduction, which I conceived he ought U> 
make, I said, now Mr. Mcintosh, I shall recommend the Board to go to a public 
tender, unless you agree to reduce; and by this means I kept a check over 
him. 

285. From the experience you had at Weevill, should you have had any difii- 
cultiesin furnishing the Board with an estimate? — A probable amount might have 
been given for the machinery, but the fixing depends upon so many circumstances 
that it is difficult to make a correct estimate. 

286. Were you ever desired to furnish such an estimate? — Not in my recollec- 
tion ; the Board said that the accounts would be strictly examined, and no account 
would be allowed which could not be substantiated. With respect to estimates 
^r cranes, I had some conversation with them with regard to the small cranes 
attacheil to the wai'ehouses: I was asked what I thought the estimates would 
be ; I. $aid I thought they would vary from 130 /. to 150 /. each, and the detached 
cranes 350/. each ; it will be seen, however, that we have charged less than these 
estimates, although in strictness we should be entitled to the whole of the esti- 
mate ; but in going into them we found we could make savings, and the Board , 
has derived the benefit of it. 

287. Did you give any estimate of the expense that would be necessary to- 
put the old establishment in repair?— -Not to my knowledge ; I believe they had 
that ascertained by their own officers ; I do not think I did anything of the kind; 
I am pretty certain I did not. 

288. It appears to the Committee that you had some directions from Sir James 
Graham on the 8th of January 1831, to which you returned an answer on the 
30th of Januarv in the same year; were those directions communicated to you by 
letter or verbally ?— They were verbal ; I think they were communicated in Sir. 
James Graham's room ; at that time I understood him to say that an , estimate was 
merely required of those works which the Government were actually compelled to- 
do by existing contracts ; for that reason I simply furnished the estimates for build- • 
iu(^ and works absolutely contracted for, leaving out the machinery, paving, lamps, 
and additional service-pines, and a variety of things for which no contracts existed,, 
for offices and internal nttings, and which the Board might make or not, as they 
thought fit, pr which they might do afterwards, under the superintendence of their 
falaned pfficer, who generally does those things, particularly as regards the item 
of paving, which in the last estimate of December 30, 1831, comes to a consider-. 
i|ble sum ; there is also 4,600/. for lamp-posts and other things, and a large sum 
for contingencies, which includes chairs, and a variety of things which we never- 
es^timated in Sheemess or other places. 

289. Having given in an estimate in 1824 for the whole expense of the new^ 
^tabljshment for the Victualling Board at Cremill Point, in which the brewery 
and machinery, and flour-mill and machinery, and the bakehouse are included, did; 
it not occur to you, when Sir James Graham made that inquiry of you on the 8th 
of January 1831, that he required an estimate for completing all the works included 
in the original estimate ? — First of all, I did not understand that Sir James Graham 
required it ; I merely understood from Sir James Graham that he required to know 
what sum would complete tbe whole of the contracts which the Board were bound 
to fulfil, because it was undecided whether the, machinery, would be continued ^ 
0^ not, nor is it decided at the present moment. . All the machinery connected 
with the brewery had then been countermanded; the flour-mill was in daily 
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Sir Ji»kn Rcnnie. expectation of being stopped also, and the baking machinery was stopped very shortly 

afterwards ; and as at that time the works were in such a state, that it was very 

7 March 1832. ^Jifficult to make a correct estimate of what was due to the contractor and what 

would really be necessary to complete the works, in consequence of the particular 

state that they were then in ; in order therefore to cover everything, that nothing 

might be kept back which was required, I added a very large sum or contingencies 

. to that estimate. 

290. Will you state to the Committee any particular reason why that sum for 
contingencies did not cover the whole ? — Because I did not understand it was 
required ; and I put it in such a way that it could not be misunderstood for a mo- 
ment in reading the letter ; had I said the whole establishment, there could not 
have been a doubt for a moment. The very same thing will apply \?ith regard to 
the paving ; 1 never included it, because it was not contractea for, and it u usual 
for the Government officer to do that afterwards. In the same manner there is 
an item of 4,600/. for lamps and sentry-boxes ; I have not been in the habit of 
estimating them, but I did so when the accountant-general told me. 

291. Is it not understood that a regular account is monthly made, and for- 
warded to the Board and to you ? — Yes. With regard to balancing the accounts 
there were two very important points, the hill contract and the west sea wall con* 
tract, and those two contracts were so interwoven with the other, that you could 
not strike a balance without them ; and I understood at the time that that estimate 
was made, everything would be paid up to that date for machinery and for buildings 
contracted for ; I ascertained as nearly as I could what might be due to the con- 
tractor, and there was 1 7,000 /. due to us for machinery and steam-engines, of 
which we only received 6,000/., leaving a balance of 11,000/. to be provided fer, 
which ought to have been paid : now as there is a sum of 55,ooo. /. due upon that 
estimate, which Sir James Graham increased to 110,000/., making togeUier with 
the 11,000/. remaining unpaid 66,000/., and it will only require 45,000/. to com- 
plete the buildings, there will probably be a balance of 16,000 /., which will nearly 
pay everything due for the machinery up to the present time. 

292. Are the Committee to understand that, in your conversation with Sir James 
Graham, you did not conceive that the machinery was requisite or was included in 
the estimate of the machinery you gave? — Certainly, the Committee are so to under- 
stand me. 

293. And that afterwards you were informed that the machinery would be 
required ? — Certainly ; I was informed by the accountant-general, I think it wu 
some time in the month of July, that Sir James Graham was very much surprised 
that the estimate for machinery had not been included in the estimate I sent him ; 
I expressed my regret, because I did not understand it was then required. Then 
I was told that I was to put in chairs and everything, and I have done so } ind in 
the estimate of 106,000 /., there is a sum for contingencies added. 

294. Can the order for that machinery be countermanded without any loss to 
you, or has any progress been made in it ?— With respect to the mill machinery, 
everjTthing is finished and ready to be sent away ; the bakehouse machinery has 
been stopped ; and from the very day that we received our orders to stop it, there 
our charge against the Board ceases. 

295. Bearing in mind the present state of the works, how much of the machi^ 
nery is ordered, how far the work has advanced, would you with a view to the 
public interest recommend the completion of it ? — I should say that it is a most 
advisable thing to complete it in the way it now is begun. 

296. Have you any doubt about it ? — I have no doubt in my own mind that it 
Would be the most advisable thing for the public that it should be completed 

297. Are not the buildings adapted for the erection pf the machinery? — Pre- 
cisely so. 

298. And has not the whole plan of the work been conducted with a view to that 
machinery ? — Precisely so. 

299. And a large proportion has been provided ? — Yes. 

300. Have you any doubt that it will be cheaper to erect the whole and complete 
it now, than it would be hereafter? — I have no doubt that it mil be the m6st ad- 
visable thing to complete it now. 

301. Have you any doubt, knowing the state of the accounts, that a further 
vote of 110,000 /. will cover the whole ? — I am satisfied it will j for in everything 
that has been done, where the original plan has been adhered to, I have always^ 
come within the estimate. 

302. If 
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302. If Parliament were to vote 110,000/,, you have no doubt by the 3i8t of Sir Join RennU. 

March 1833, ^^e whole buildings and machinery included would be completed • 

according to the original plans, and paid for with that money ?— I cannot speak 7 March *8;^2, 
exactly as to the time» but I have no doubt in my own mind that the sum of 

iao,ooo/. would complete it, and that there would be something to spare. 

303. Including paving, lamps and all the extra chai^ ? — Everything ; because 
that estimate which was sent in for fixing the machinery is certainly a large esti- 
mate, and it was done upon the principle, not that the Board should pay that sum, 
but merely that they should not be called upon to pay any sum hereafter. I think 
diere would be a saving in fixing the machinery, and I have no doubt that 1 10,000 /. 
would include everything. 

304. Do you concur in the opinion delivered by Mr. T. Watt, in his letter to 
Mr. Barrow, -relative to the proper method of keeping the machinery fit for use? 
—I perfectly agree mth Mr. Watt in that, and I nave no doubt that in the end 
it will be the most economical plan to complete the plan now. 

305. Though in time of peace neither the bakehouse nor brewhouse were 
used, yet with a view to use both in naval war, would you recommend the mea- 
sures for its preservation being carried on? — Yes. 

306. Supposing that here^er it should be necessary during war to erect the 
machinery according to the original plan, is it your opinion with a view to the 
public economy, that it would be better to erect it now ? — Not a question about 
It ; for instance, the contractor at the present moment having all his materials on 
the ground, there would be a much greater saving in finishing those works now 
than if you have a fresh contractor hereafter, because the former could adapt his 
different timbers and his stone work to the machinery and to the parts that want 
it ; on the contrary, if you dismiss this contractor you must leave part of the 



works uncompleted, and hereafter have fresh contractors, with fresh materials to 
complete that, all of which can be done cheaper and better now. 

307, Does that apply to the internal fittings? — Not to the coppers 



and the 



coolers. 
308. 

309. 
310 

311 
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Might they be postponed? — Yes. ' . 

Is that so with the baking machinery? — ^That is only half done. 

Is that of metal? — Yes. 

Might that be deferred ? — Certainly. 

Is it suspended now ? — It has been for several months. 

Is it not that sort of metal .machinery which .is likely to last for a great 
time ? — There is a good deal of polish upon it that requires it to be packed up in 
boxes ; provided you went to that expense, there is no necessity for finishing the 
whole now. 

314. Without entering into the propriety of the original establishment at 
Cremill Point, you state that it would be more advantageous to the public interest 
in every way to complete the buildings now, than to leave them in the state in 
which they are at present ?— I have not a doubt of it. 

315. Would it be possible to use the buildings in their present state, for the 
service of the public, except as common stores ? — I may first premise the answer 
by stating that you are compelled to finish the buildings, by having a contract to 
the amount with the contractor ; but even supposing you had no contract, I should 
say, considering the very forward state they are in, it would be most advisable to 
finish them off, as I do not see how you could stop. The only work in progress 
IS the mill, and that is two stories up, and everythmg else is roofed in. 

. 316. The only point which is an open point is the machinery ? — Yes. 

317. The buildmgs being contracted for, with a view to the erection of the 
machinery, is it not cheaper, and is it not better while the building is proceeding 
to fit the machinery? — Yes. 

318. In that answer do you include the baking machinery ? — If it is proved 
that the baking machinery is a saving upon the whole, then I say, finish the 
baking machinery off too ; ig,ooo /. of the 26,000 /. for the mill building, arises 
from additional stowage room having been given, first of all on account of the slop 
department, which originally never belonged to the victualling department, being 
transferred to it, it became necessary to make a large addition to the stowage, 
and it was also found that the granary room at Deptford mill, having only accom- 
modation for 2.000 quarters, was only half sufficient, therefore it became necessary 
to provide additional stowage room and additional granary room, to the amount 
of 4,000 quarters, that makes a difference of 18,394/. alone. 

E 2 319. Do 
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Sir John Rennie. 319, Do you think 1 1 0,000 /. is a safe sum to vote ? — I have no doubt it- would 

be ample. I should say that less would do ; but at the same time there is a project 

7.Marcb 1832, ^j|.j^ respect to Firestone Bay ; if you give up that, I should say that sum is quite 
sufficient. 

320. Is that a necessary part of the work which is now projected ? — Not in the 
least. The object of the project with respect to Firestone Bay, is to allow boats 
not being able to get round the point, to take the provisions from Firestone Bay* 

321 . Would not that cost about 12,000 /. ?— Yes. 

322. Putting that out of the question, you think 110,000/. will decidedly cover 
all the buildings and all the machinery i —It will be ample, and it will cover the> 
machinery, paving and everything I can conceive. 



Mr. Commissioner 
Edgcomhe, 



Mr. Commissioner Edgcombe^ called in ; and Examined. 

323. YOU have long been a Commissioner of the Victualling Board ? — I have. 

324. About how many years ? — One and twenty years. 

325. Have you been a Commissioner during the whole time that the works at 
Deptford, Weevil and Cremill have been in progress? — I have. 

326. Before the commencement of the Deptford corn-mill. Weevil and Cremill, 
has the question of the propriety of commencing them been discussed at the Board ? 
— The Cremill has, but I do not speak positively about Weevil ; the Deptford 
was very much discussed. 

327. Was the propriety of commencing the work at Cremill upon its present 
scale, ever discussed at the Board? — Decidedly; it was discussed in consequence 
of a proposition being made by a committee of which I was a member, who &t^ 
recommended the spot for a victualling yard in a report to the Victualling Board, 
who transmitted that report to the Admiralty; and in consequence of that, th& 
Admiralty ordered it to be surveyed, and the first survey I hold in my hand. 

[The Witness produced the same.] 

328. What was the date of the first report of the committee ? — The committee 
that recommended the survey, was in November 1822; in February 1823 we 
received the verbal instructions of the Admiralty, through the chairman, to survey 
the place completely, and to make a report upon it, which report I think we made 
in the following June. 

329. Was that report in favour of the work on its present scale, and according 
to its present plan ? — The report spoke generally of the establishment. The first 
idea was merely to substitute this spot for Southdown, as a brewery and cooperage, 
but we were ordered to prepare a plan for a complete victualling establishment, con- 
centrating the whole in case this snould be required hereafter. 

330. The plan therefore, after you first recommended it, was enlarged ? — No y 
the first plan embraced the whole of it ; it might be built as the Admiralty pleased 
afterwards, but it was to embrace everything that could be useful. Our premises 
were scattered at the time, and I had seen the evils of that, in having a divided 
superintendence. 

331. Having fixed in the Board a general outline of the plan, whom did you 
employ to furnish you with specifications? — The specifications were furnished by 
^Ir. Rennie. 

332. Were the orders fqr furnishing the specifications from the Board? — I believe 
not ; the chairman was the medium of all the communications with the Admiralty, 
and I understand that the Admiralty directed Mr. Rennie should be employed. 

333. Then it was not discussed by the Victualling Board?— No, we never con-: 
ceived that we had a negative power. 

334. In what capacity was Mr. Rennie employed ?— Mr. Rennie was employed 
occasionally to go down and survey ; fii-st, to make plans and surveys there, then to 
purvey certain parts of the works as they went on, at certain times, perhaps twice 
a year. 

335. Did the Victualling Board, before Mr. Rennie drew the working plans and 
specifications, point out to him the extent of the establishment with reference to the 
supply both of beer and of bread, or did Mr. Rennie suggest the extent himself?— 
We sat down together, and went all over the ground together ; the plan was drawn 
and the estimate was made on the quantity of storeroom required, which was about 
24,000 tons, but in time of war we were obliged to hire stores in the town of Ply- 
mouthy 
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Edgcomite. 

I I ■ 1 1 1 1< 

7 March 1833. 



mouthy where of course the provisions were liable to great depredation^and certainly Mr. Commis^iener 
not so safe in the town. 

336. Are the Committee therefore to understand that you furnished data to 
Mr. Rennie of the scale of the intended establishment, or did he suggest to the 
committee the scale ? — We furnished him the scale ; we furnished him with the 
quantity of provisions to be stowed. 

337. And he furnished the plan and specifications accordingly ? — Yes. 

338. What has been the established practice with the Victualling Board, prior to 
the works at Deptford, Weevil and Cremill, with respect to the plans and specifi- 
cations ; has it been your practice to advertise for public tenders, or to make private 
contracts for such works ? — I do not remember such works before, prior to the year 
1 822. 

[It did not occur tp Mr. Edgcombe until after he had left the committee- room, 
that in 1816a considerable part of the wharf wall at Deptford was rebuilt undejr the 
immediate directions of the late Mr. Hobbs, the inspector of works, and the occasional 
superintendence of the late Mr. Rennie, by Messrs. JoUiffe & Banks (on open contract 
by public tender) upon prices and specifications approved by Mr. Rennie. About 
the end of 1 S 1 7, it being determined to extend the new wharf wall to the eastern 
extremity of the yard, Messrs. Jollifie & Banks proposed to carry on the wall at the 
prices and agreeably to the specifications of their contract of the preceding year 
(1816), and Messrs. Rennie and Hobbs having reported that it would be for the 
interest of the public, both as regarded moderation of price and due execution of the 
work, to continue the present contractors, the same was agreed to by the Board, and 
the work was completed by Messrs. Jollifie & Banks.] 

339. Since 1822 what has been the practice of the Board ; has it been to ad- 
vertise for public tenders, or to make private contracts? — In the first instance, 
with regard to the works in question, we advertised for public tenders for 
CremilL , 

340. Did you adhere to that practice of advertising for pubUc tenders, or did 
you depart from it? — We departed from it as soon as the works were in progress } 
.and Mr. M'Intosh was invited to send in his prices, and they were to be checked 
by Sir John Rennie. It was deemed more advisable to take that course than to 
advertise for public tenders, it was thought more economical in conseqqence of 
.Mr. M'Intosh having all his machinery upon the spotj all his apparatus for 
workmen, his cranes, his furnaces, and evenrthing of that kind, and his 8tean\« 
engines, that nobody could possibly do it as cheap as he could } that was the sub- 
ject of frequent conversation, and frequent remarks. 

341. Was that discussed at the Board? — ^That was certainly discussed at the 



Board. 
342 
343 
344 
345 



And the members of the Board coincided in that? — Yes. 

Was there any minute made upon the subject ? — No, I think not. 

Was the Admiralty consulted ? — I have no doubt of it. 

Was there any communication between the Victualling Board, and the 
Admiralty before a settlement was made of the bargain with Mr. Mcintosh ? — 
I do not know whether there was or not. 

346. Were the communications between the Admiralty and the Victualling 
Boardp on the subject of these works at Deptford, Weevil and Cremill, generally 
verbal communications, or written communications ? — Sometimes in writing, but 
frequently verbal. 

347. Was the question of employing Messrs. Rennie to furnish the machinery 
discussed at the Victualling Board ? — I never understood that it was discussed 
there ; I understood that it was settled at the Admiralty. 

348. You, being Commissioner of the Victualling Board, never heard that mat- 
ter discussed at the Board ? — I never heard it but as a matter of conversation, and 
I perfectly recollect saying, as a matter of conversation, that it was very curious 
Sir John Rennie being employed ; I was answered, no man could do it so well ; that 
he was subject to the same ordeal that any other person would be ; that he had 
made all the plans of the place, and that no man in fact could do it so well. 

349. This was matter of general conversation, not of official deliberation ? — 
Yes. 

350. Had any member of the Board, to your knowledge, the power of apply- 
ing a negative if he thought fit?— I never heard that he had; 1 believe that is 
admitted in one of the letters. 

272. E3 351. When 
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Mr. Commiwicntf 351. When were you first informed officially as a member of the Board, that the 
^fk^c^^'^- order had been given to Messrs. Rennie to furnish the machinery for Cremill ?— 
*"*''"**'*"^ I do not rememl^r any oflBcial communiei^icm ; I conclude the subject was men- 
7Maith»8at. tioned by the chairman. 

352. In what way were the Board first informed that the machinery had been 
ordered of Messrs. Rennie & Co. ?— The machinery was ordered by the Board ia 
consequence of communications from the chairman. 

353* When the order was given to Messrs. Rennie to furnish the machinery, 
was any previous bargain made with Messrs. Rennie relative to the price at which 
it was to be furnished ? — ^No» I understood it to be impos^Ie ; it was intended 
that his bills should undergo the same ordeal and the same investigation as any other 
tradesman's would. 

354. Was any bargain made with Messrs. Rennie at the time the order was 
given for making the machinery for Cremill with respect to the inspection of the 
machinery during its erection^ or at its completion ?— No, nothing I apprehend was 
said to him on the subject, because we considered him like any other tradesman who 
made out his bill, and that it would be inspected in proper time. 

355. Did it occur to you, or to anv other member of the Board, that there was 
this Terence in the case of Cremill, as distinguished from the cases of Deptfbrd 
and Weevil, that in the case of Cremill Sir John Rennie had furnished the plam 
and roecifications, and was the superintendent of the work generally, and that at 
Deptford and at Weevil he was not so employed, either as superintendent or to 
furnish the drawings and specifications ? — The rough plans of Cremill were in the 
first instance drawn out by others, and Sir John Uennie only put our ideas toge- 
ther upon the subject ; the suggestions came from us ; the outline was sketched 
by other people ; he only arranged the wharfs and buildings in the way that he 
was defflred to arrange them : he had no interest in it. The plans were laid out 
by us ; they were furnished by (Mr. Hobbs and Mr. Adams) the chairman and by 
myself, after inquiring into the localities of Deptford and Portsmouth. Sir John 
Rennie was a mere instrument in our hands, in laying out the yards in the most 
judicious manner, and placing the wharfs and storehouses in the most convenient 
situations ; he had not a voice or a single thing to say beyond that, but only to put 
our views upon the subject in a professional shape. 

356. In reference to the surveys that you made of the different victualling est»- 
blidiments at Plymouth, they were surveyed by professional persons ; Mr. Adams 
was one, was he not? — Yes. 

357. He surveyed the different victualling establishments at Plymouth?— Yes; 
SouUidown principally. 

358. And the report which you made on the 23d or 24th of July upon that 
survey of Southdown, went to state, not the expense of the purchase of Southdown, 
but the inconvenient situation of that establishment for the victualling of His 
Majesty's navy ?— It also stated the expense of all the articles to be purchased. 

359. It did not go to state the expense of the purchase of thiut property?— 
I thmk 30,000 /. was the purchaae-money of Southdown* 
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1—13 December 1824: Copy of Sir J. Rennie*! Estimate p. 41 

9.— 99 September 1830: Copyof Letter from Secretary to Victualling Board to Messrs. Remiie p. 41 

3.-^95 February 1839 : Statement of Contracts and Engagements entered into for Woriu, Build- 
ings, &c. ----•• p. 43 

4.^3 January 1831 : Cq>y of Letter from Secretary to Admiralty to Victualling Board p. 49 

5.-4 January 1831 : Copy of Victualling Board's Reply to ditto • - - - p. 43 

6.— 17 January 1831 : Copy of Admiralty Letter to Victualling Board - - - p. 43 

7.— 90 January 1831 : Copy of Letter from Admiralty to Victualling Board - - p. 44 

8. — 91 January 1831 : Victualling Board*s Reply to ditto - • • - - ?• 44 

9. — ^94 January 1831 : Copy of Admiralty Letter to Victualling Board' • - - p. 45 

10.— 30 April 1831 : Extract of Victualling Board's Report of Visitation - - - p. 45 

11.— 16 May 1831 : Copy of 'Admiralty Letter to Victualling Board - - * - p. 46 

19. — 18 May 1831 : Ditto - * • ditto - • - . ditto - • - - P* 47 

13. — 17 June 1831 : Ditto - - - ditto ... - ditto - - - - p- 47 

14 14 Sept 1831 : Ditto • • - ditto .... ditto • - • - p. 4B 

15._14 Sept 1831 : Copy of Letter from Secretary to Victualling Board to Sir J. Rennie p. 4B 

16.^ — 91 September 1831 : Copy of Admiralty Letter to Victualling Board - - • p. 48 

17.— 96 September 1831 : Copy of Victualling Board's Letter to Admiralty * • p. 49 

170.^96 Sept. 1831 : Copy of Victualling Board's Letter to Sir J. Rennie, with one enclosure p. 50 

18.— >io October 1831 : Copy of Admiralty Letter to Victualling Board . • - p. 51 

ig._98 November 1831 : Ditto - - Ditto - - - - Ditto . . - p. 59 

90. — 3 December 1831 : Copy of Victualling Board's Letter to Admiralty - - p. 5^ 

91.— 93 November 1831 : Copy of Admiralty Letter to Victualling Board - - p. 55 

99. — 5 January 1839 3 Copy of Victualling Board's Letter to Admiralty • - - p. 55 

93.— 16 January 1839 : Copy of Admiralty Letter to Victualling Board ... p. 60 

94.-^19 January 1839 : Copy of Victualling Board's Reply to ditto .... p. 60 

95.— 90 January 1839 : Copy of ^Admiralty Letter to Victualling Board ... p. 61 

96. — 9 February 1839 : Copy of Letter from Mr. Barrow to Commissions Briggs - p. 63 

97. — Copy of Treasury Minute, dated 13 March 1818 .-.--- p. 6« 

s8. — Copy of Treasury Minute, dated 10 September 1830, sanctioning the erecting of the Worb 
at Cremill Point - p. 63 

99. — ^Draft of proposed MinutCi referred to in Mr. Clifton's Evidence « . . p. 64. 

30.— 'Abstract of the Quantities of Machinery supplied, under the direction of the Victualling 
Board, by Messrs. John and George Rennie, for the use of the Public Service, since 1833, 
for Deptford, Portsmouth, Weevil, Cremill, and all other Places ; stating whether thej 
were supplied by Public or Private Contract ...... p. 65 



Digitized by 



Google 



SELECT COMMITTEE ON CREMILL POINT. 



4« 



APPENDIX. 



— No. 1.— 

ESTIMATE of the Expense of formiDg a New Establishment for Victualling 
His Majesty's Navy, at CrtmUl Paint. 



1. TO a wharf wall and basin - - - - - - - 

2. To a brewery, with machinery -,♦.»« r - 

3. To a cooperage ^*-•----- 

4. To a quadraagnlar stodrehonse • ^ ..... - 

5. To^sin^e ..•-.-.--,- 

6. To a landing-shed *----f.-T- 
7^ To a Aour-mill and machinery .-..•.. 

8. To a bakehouse .----*--- 

9. To a bavin shed -- 

10. To a slaughter-house .------- 

11. To a porter's lodge and offices , «• - - ^ r - 

13. To five officers* houses - i * - r - - - 

14. Tp drains -•-.-----. 

15. To boundary-wall and paving ^ ^ - - . - - 
i6. To two reBerroirs .--.-^--. 

17. To cast-iron pipes .-^----.. 

18. To cranes -.--.----. 

19. To contingencies -.-.----. 

£ 



£, M, d. 

69,123 - - 

28453 - - 

16,592 - - 

38^00 - - 

22,142 - - 

7.965 - - 

30^17 - - 

19,675 - * 

1,000 - - 

3^00 - - 

1,800 - •» 

6^00 - r 

1,840 - - 

3,30Q - - 
4,996 - - 

4>469 - - 

7,210 - - 

24,940 - - 



291,512 - - 



London, 13 December 1824. 



John Renme. 



— N0.2.— 

COPY of Letter from Secretary to Victualling Board to Messrs. Rennie. 

Gentlemen, Victualling Office, 22 September 183a 

I am commanded by the Board to signify their desire that you will take immediate 
measures for providi^ the steam-engines and the whole of the machinery for the corn- 
mill intended to be erected at Cremill, submitting plans to them of the machinery as soon 
as practicable. 

I am, &c«, 

M. Waller Cliftm. 
272. F 
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— No. S. — 

VictualliDg Office, 25 February 1832* 

A STATEMENT of all Contracts and Emoagembnts entered into, and of Orders 
given, previous to the 30th November 1830, for Works, Buildings, Steam-engines 
and Machinery, to be performed or delivered at Crtmll ; showing which were then 

" executed^ and which were not executed. 



Works completed up to 30th Nov. 1830. 



Works not completed on 30th Nov. 183a 



Pate of Contract. 



15 July 1824 

1 Aug. 1826 
13 Nov. 1825 

9 Nov. 1826 

x6Feb. i8«6 

17 Nov. J 827 

4 Nov. 1828 

2 Feb. 1830 
1 Aug. 1826 
9 Oct. 1827 
4 Nov. 1828 

By Order of 
the Board, at 
prices fixed by 
Sir John Rennie, 
with reference to 
similar work in 
other contracts. 



De8cr^>tioD of the Work. 



Dste of CoDtrtct. 



- - Reservoir at Bewes 
Field, and pipes to the 
Hospital and yard. 

Reservoir at Cremill. 

Ordnance road. 

Landing-place. 

Sea wall. Fire-stone- Bay. 

Main sewer. 

Foundation of Long store. 

Long store-house. 

Tunnel. 

Retaining vrall. 

Clarence stairs. 

- - North sea wall, be- 
tween certain points. 

Bounda^ waH. 



23 Sept. 1824 

16 Feb. 1826 

4 Nov. 1828 

18 Mar. 1830 

20 Nov, 1830 

3 Sept 1829 

4 Nov. 1828 

30 Aug. 1830 

20 Nov. 1830 



By Order of 
27 Oct^ ^83<). 



By Orders of 
24 Sept 1826, 

3 Oct 1828, 
22 Sept 1830, 
29 Sept. 1830. 



DeKriptioa oCtke Work. 



For a sea wall. 
Excavation of rock. 
Brewhouse foundation. 
Brewhouse« 

- - Bakehouse and mill' 
buildings. 

Melville store. 

- - North sea wall, between 
certain other points. 

Entrance gates, 81c. be 

Cooperage. 

Officers' houses. 

» 

* • Cast-iron pipes to dif- 
ferent parts of the yard, and 
for the more effectual wa- 
tering of His Majesty's 
ships. 

- - The steam-engines, 
cranes^ and machmery, for 
the brewhouse, mill and 
bakehouse, were ordered of 
Mr. Rennie, at these dates. 



G. A. Cheivyud StapyUon. W. Burnett. 

John T. Briggs. James Meek. 

F. Edgeombe. 



— No. 4. — 
COPY of Letter from Secretary to Admiralty ta the Victualling Board. 

Gentlemen, Admiralty Office, 3 January 1831^ 

I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to signify their 
Lofdships* directions to you, to transmit to me a Return of the sums voted by Parliament 
for defraying the expense of the Works at Weevil, Cremill^ and at the Ishmd of Ascen- 
sion, since their commencement; and an Account of the sums paid in each year for 

these Works. 

I am, Gentlemeti, your most obedient servant, 

Joim Borrow^ 
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— No. 5. 



COPY of Letter from the Victualling Board to the Admiralty. 

Sir, Victualling Office, 4 January 1831. 

IN pursuance of the directions of the Right Honourable the Lords Commissioners of 
tlie Admiralty, signified to us by Mr. Barrow's letter of yesterday, we herewith trans* 
mit to you Accounts of the Sums voted by Parliament for defraying the expenses of the 
Works at Weevil and Cremill since their commencement, and of the Sums paid in each 
year for those Works. And we beg, at the same time, to obserre, that the Account re- 
specting the Island of Ascension is in preparation, and will be forwarded as soon as possible* 

We are, 8ic. 

Isc, Wollejfn 
F. Ed§c<mbe. 



Victualling Office, 4 January 1831. 

An Account of the Sums voted by Parliament for defraying the expenses of the 
Works at Cremill since their commencement, and an Account of the Sums paid in each 
year for those Works. 





SUMS VOTED. 


SUMS PAID. 






£. $. d. 


£. $. d. 


1823 - 


- 


- - 


104 12 7 


1824 . 


• 


- - - . 


«8,/>73 11 4 


i8fl6 . 


- 


16,000 - - 


10,857 7 4 


1826 - - 


- 


20,000 -^ - 


^i»78o 3 5 


1827 - 

1828 . - 


- 


10,000 - - 


21^98 14 9 


- 


8,000 - - 


46.186 I 3 


1829 - 


- 


10,000 - - 


43*903 I 1 


1830 - 


• 


10,000 - - 


76438 6 8 




£. 


74,000 - - 


249,441 17 6 



The above Sums Paid include the original purchase-money of the site of the premises, 
and the expenses of constructing the Reservoir in Bewes Field, from which tne Naval 
Hospital is supplied with water. 



— N0.6.— 



COPY of Letter from the Admiralty to the Victualling Board. 

Gentlemen, Admiralty Office, 17 January 1831. 

I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to signify their direc* 
tion to you to cause the malt and hops now on hand to be brewed into the stronger kind 
of beer, and to report when it has been done, that directions may be given for die discon- 
tinuance of brewing, and the reduction of the Establishments ; and I am further to signify 
their Lordships direction to you, when the brewery at Cremill Point shall be finished, not 
to cause any internal fittings to be undertaken until further orders. 

And their Lordships desire me to acquaint you, that it is their intention that no beer 
shall be issued after the stock in hand shall be expended, and that two-thirds spirits and 
one-third wine, as long as the stock of the latter lasts, are to be issued until ftirther 
orders. 

I am. Gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 

John Barrow. 
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_No.7.— 
COPY of Letter from the Admiralty to the Victualling Board. 

Gentlemetiy Admiralty Offite, 20th January 1831. 

I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to send you herewith 
copy of d tetter from Mr. Rennie, stating the sum which will yet be required to complete 
the buildings at Cremili Poitit; and i am to signify their Lordship's direction to you to 
state bow you can ex[dain the large sum which is stili required for these Works. 

I am. Gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 

John Barrow^ 



(Enclosure.) 
Sir^ London, 20th January 1831. 

In consequence of your directions of the 8th instant, I beg to observe, that with regard 
to Cremili roint establishment, the sum already expended in my department amounts to 

218,675/. 

The sum that will be required to complete the buildings will be 106,530/., from which 
should be deducted the vsdue of the old establishment, estimated at 30,000/. 

The whole may be finished by the end of next year; and the sum required for the ensuii^ 
year will be 50,000 /., unless there is any surplus unexpended. 

I am^ &c» 

The Right hon. Sir James Graham, bart. (signed) John Rerniie. 



— No. 8.— 
COPY of Letter from the Victualling Board to the Admiralty* 

Sir, Victualling Office, 2i8t January 1831. 

Mb. Barrow having signified by his letter of the 15th instant the directions of the 
Right honourable the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty that we should state what 
sum will yet be required for completing the Works at Cremili Point, and Mr. Barrow having 
by his further letter of the 20th instant, transmitted to us the copy of one from Mr. John 
Rennie, stating that the sum of 106,530/. will yet be required to complete the buildings at 
that establishment, and signified their Lordships directions to us to state how we can 
explain the large sum which is still required for these Works ; we request you will be 
pleased to refer their Lordships to our letter to Mr. Croker, of 30th August last, in which 
It was expressly stated, as one of the reasons for recommending the early completion of the 
whole of the buildings contemplated at Cremili, that by doing so, the val'iie or the old pre-' 
mises at Plymouth would be brought to account at least 18 months earlier than otherwise, 
namely, in the present year. The value of those premises so to be brought to account, we 
presumed, would be about 30,000/. ; and therefore we proposed in the same letter that we 
should insert 15,000/. on the Estimates of the present year, and 25,000/. on the Estimates 
of the next year, which several sums we supposed would be nearly sufficient to meet the 
whole expense which would remain to be. incurred after the close of the late year; and that, 
according to the practice of former years, any moderate deBciency might be made up from 
any surplus of grants to this Department which might arise from savings under other heads 
which we might be able to efiect. That supposition, however, was formed in the belief that 
a larger portion of the works at that time in progress would be completed, measured up, 
and paid for in the course of the then current year, than proved to be the case, owing to 
unlocked for delays in the delivery of the irou-Work of some of the buildings, and varipiis 
other causes. ? 

The present Estimate formed by Mr. Rennie does not include any works which w^re ftot* 
before sanctioned ; and although the sum remaining to be provided in the present and' 
future year is larger than we had calculated upon, yet we have the satisfaction of believing 
that the total cost of the new establishment at Cremili, even including some works not tt 
first contemplated which have been executed, will not be far wide from the original 
Estimate which was stated to Parliament as the probable expense which it would ultimately • 
occasion. 

We are. Sir, your most humble servants, 

G. A, Chelwynd Stapyltou, 
Isaac Wolley, 
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- No. 9.— 
CO PY of Letter from the Admiralty to the Victualling Board; 

, Gentlemen, Admiralty 06Kce, 54 January 1831. 

I HATB received and laid before my Lords CommiBsioners of the Admiralty your letter 
of 2 1st instant, relative to the expense of the Works carrying on at Cremill Point, and I atik 
commanded to signiry their Lordships direction to you, that in all future Estimates from 
your Board the entire sum be included in the vote. submitted to Parliamemt- which yet 
believe to be really necessary, and that the practice of former years be entirely discon- 
tinued, whereby '* moderate deficiencies " under one head have beep made up from the auf- 
|>lus of other grants in the general Estimate. 

I am, &c. 

John Borrow. 

— No. 10.— 

EXTRACT from the Report, dated 30 April 1831, of the Committee of the Victualling 

Board that visited Plymouth. 
Cremill: 

The Committee were much gratified in observing the great progress which has been 
made in the new Works at Uremill since the last visitation; and at .the satisfactory 
manner in which the works still in hand are advancing towards completion. 

The plan add arrangement of the Yard appears as unexceptionable as its . . 9. , '3 S *S a S 

most sanguine advocates can have expected ; and, in about a year and 1 "g q 'S ^ ^ § "S .2 S< . 

a half from the present time, the Committee expect that the Board will have .^1 SS^.^.^jggS ^^ 

at this important Port an establishment capable of any exertions which the S*®'5)g ^^ i 8-3 oT."! S^ 

tublic Service may require, with local advantages that few establishments in S*'S^r3'S.'irt.S^S§:a 

the world possess. '^^ip U l^ll 

The last Monthly Report of the progress of the Works, (Appendix, Tfo. 6), ^ tJ ^ S S & g> ® "5 i.'^ § 
shows the state in which the Committee found the several Works; and as iJ»^Htf'S;s'S^52*^ 

the Long Store is already complete, and great part of the Melville Store, including the Long Store. 
Officers' Offices, and the whole of Clarence Wharf, will be finished by the 30th June, the Melville Store 
Committee have no doubt that, under the judicious arrangement of Sir James Gordon, the WharC 
service of this Department may be carried on at Cremill from that time ; and with this 
fueling they repeat their recommendation that the transfer of the establishment should be 
generally made on the 1 st July, depositing here previously all stores and provisions which 
can by degrees be moved from the Victualling Yard. 

The Committee, in addition to their preceding observation respecting Melville Store, have Melville Store, 
to observe, that the two upper floors or this magnificent storehouse, and the offices, will be 
completed in two months. The ground-floor has been detained by want of paving stonesi^ 
but was proceeding rapidly, and in fact every part of this storehouse will be finished in 
four months; 

The Committee directed that a part of the ground-floor of the north-east angle of this Orders accordingiy. 
store should be boarded with oak, for about 30 feet» in oxder that it jaigbt b% ^ised as die 
receiving and sale room. 

All these works were in progress, and will be completed by the 31st December Gateway. Warden** 
next. House. Porter's 

Lodge. Guard 
House. 

These works were rapidly advancing: and will be completed in three months. Slaughter-house. 

^ ^ ^ Beef and VepeUbli* 

Nearly completed^ with the exception of the coping, and will be entirely finished by ^^^^^' Catde-shed. 
Midsummer.*^ ^ . ^ ^ ^ North Sea Wall 

and Basm. 
* Completed up to the ground line. Matericds were rapidly collecting for proceeding, Mill buildings and 
and stone to the amount of 5,000 /. for these buildings had been paid for. Some delay Bakehouse, 
had taken place in consequence of the drawings not havmg been furnished, but the obstacle 
having been removed, the buildings will be gone on with vnthout delay^ and the whole 
will be completed by Midsummer 1832. 

The Committee decided that the ovens should be on each side of the bakehouse, instead Orden accords 
of in the centre, so as to admit more readily of the machinery .being introduced. wgly ; acquaint 

The erection of the brewhouse building was going on fast, but the internal fittings,' |^ ' . 
according to the Admiralty order, will not be put up. It is expected that this building, '®^ ®"**' 
including the setting of the coppers, will be completed by the end of the year. 

The Committee directed that the stillings should be of granite. 9''^^' accord^ 

«72- F3 The Mr.Rcnnit. 
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Cooperage. 

Diredkm accord' 
ingly. 



Wharf Wall. 



Dam. 



Officers' Houses* 



The cooperage and iroD-hoop store were also proceeding rapidl)^, and will be completed 
within the present year. It will be proper to fix the pickle boiler in an angle of the 
cooperage^ but it must be settled whether leagers or vats are to be used for keepine the 
pickle in, on which subject the Committee recommend that the Deptford officers should be 
consulted* 

The granite paving of the wharf from the Clarence Stairs in front of the Long-etore was 
complete for one-third of the len^h of the store. The whole of the wharf will be laid 
with the same description of granite paving, and will be completed in three months. The 
Committee also desired that the granite paving should be carried on along the whole wharf 
in front of the brewhouse to the basin. 

The whole of the wharf wall from the Clarence Stairs to the entrance-gate is completed, 
with the exception of 160 feet between that part which was built within the coffer-dam 
and the other part which was built with diving-bells, and a small part of the coping of the 
North Sea wall. Two bells are now at work connecting these two walls, and have 
done so within about 45 feet, of which 25 feet have been cleared for the foundation. 

The wall for about 50 feet more has been brought up within five feet of low water, 
and 50 feet founded above low water, and the whole wall will be complete by August 

The coffer-dam has been partly removed, and the whole will be taken away by the end of 
the year. 

The site of the two officers' houses was finally fixed on the spot originalljr proposed, and 
the foundations had been laid : these houses will now proceed rapidly, and it is hoped that 
they will be finished by Michaelmas. 

Mr. Mcintosh agreed to remove the materials of the house in which Mr. Richards re- 
sided, and to allow 150 /. for them, which Mr. Adams considered a fair price. 

Sir James Gordon pointed out the necessity of having some means to fill casks with 
water on the wharf in addition to the hoses from it ; and Mn Rennie suggested that tt/ant 
should be put up in the angle between the north-end of the Long-store and the Brewhouse, 
of which he will submit a sketch to the Board. 

The tunnel, retaining wall, and stairs being completed, the Committee are not aware of any 
other works which will be requisite at Cremill after those in progress are completed, except- 
ing the wharf or quay, which, since the general plan of the yard was prepared, has beea 
proposed to be constructed in Firestone my. 

The advantages of such a quay would be very great ; and it is manifest that it could be 
constructed now when other works are in progress, and when it will be necessary for the 
Board to provide some place of deposit for the offal stone from Cremill, at much less ex- 
pense than hereafter ; but the Committee do not propose that this additional work should 
ne undertaken, they only allude to the subject in case the Board should wish to bring the 
matter under their Lordships' consideration. The cost would be about 8,000 /• or 1 0,000 /• 

In concluding their remarks on Cremill, the Committee feel it due to the contractor to 
state, that the whole of the work has been executed in the very best possible manner, to 
the entire satisfaction of Mr. Rennie and the officers. He has now 700 men at work on 
the premises, besides upwards of soo more employed at the quarries, and he in every way 
i^econds the wishes of the Board to complete the Establishment with expedition. 



— No, 11.— 
COPY of Letter from the Admiralty to the Yictaalling Board. 



Gentlemen, 



Admiralty Office, 16 May 1831. 



WITH reference to your l/etter of the iith inst, transmitting the copy of a Report made 
by a Committee of your Board who have recently visited the Victualling and Medical Es* 
tablishments at the Ports of Portsmouth and Plymouth, I am commanded by my Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty to acquaint you, that they are pleased to approve of the 
proposals of the said Committee for consolidating the offices of Clerk of the Cheque and 
Storekeeper of the Victualling Yards at Portsmouth and Plymouth, and the offices of the 
Agent and Steward of the Hospitals at those Ports, fropi the 1st July next ; and also that 
the Storekeepers in the Victualling Yards at Portsmouth and Plymouth shall be allowed 
salaries of 500/., ^nd the Agents at the Hospitals salaries of 400/. per annum each; and 
with regard to the old Victualling premises at Plymouth, my Lords direct that you take 
;^e^ures for offering thei;a at pub^c ^ale in the month of August, and in lots as proposed. 

I am^ Gentlemen, your very bumble servant, 

John Barrow^ 
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— No. 12.— 
COPY of Letter from the Admiralty to the Victualling Board. 

Geotlemeni Admiralty Office^ 18th May 1^31. 

I RATB received and laid before my Lords Commissioners of the Admiraltr your Report 
of Visitation^ and also of Dr. Burnett s, and I am directed to acquaint you^ that their Lord- 
ships approve of the orders you have given at the several places visited ; and with regard 
to the expenses attending the annual repairs of works, or aJterations, I am to signify their 
directions to you» previously to making out the Victualling Estimate for the year^ to submit 
an abstract of the expense likely to be incurred on the several Works in the course of that 
year. 

I am^ Gentlemen^ your very humble servant, 

John Bamm. 



— No. IS* — 
COPY of Letter from the Admiralty to the Victualling Board. 

Gentlemen, Admiralty Office, 17 June 1831. 

I AM commanded by my Lord Commissioners of the Admiralty to send you herewith 
im Extract from the Report of the Select Committee of the House of Commons appointed 
to consider the Water Communication in Canada ; and I am to signify their Lordships' 
directions to vou^ to follow implicitly the rules there laid down for the controul over the 
expenditure of money for Public \^orks of whatever description that may be undertaken by 
your Department. 

I am. Gentlemen^ your most humble servant^ 

John Borrow. 



(Endosare.) 

Extract from the Report of the Select Committee appointed to consider the Water 

Communication in Canada* 

Your Committee are distinctly of opinion that some additional security is required for 
the purpose of giving to Parliament a more early and effectual controul over expenditure 
of tne description of that under consideration^ With this view^ they submit the following 
resolutions to the House :— • 

1st. That no public work of any magnitude shall be undertaken except on a survey 
and estimate made by an officer actmg under the orders of some responsible department. 

2d. That on the first application for a vote of money, an estimate of the sum likely to 
be required for the whole work shall be laid before the House. 

3d. In cases which require more than one year for their completion, ttbd wbeft money 
is proposed to be voted on account, there shall be submitted to the House in each year, and 
before the vote is proposed, a statement, of the sums already voted, of the money actually 
expended up to the date of the last accounts, of all outstanding demands, and or the sum 
still wanting to complete the work ; and any deviatioa from the original plan^ or any 
contemplated additions to the magnitude or expense. of the whole work, shall be inserted 
in the Estimates of the year. 

4tli. No department of the Government shall authorize any officer to enter into contracts 
for any work oeyond the limits of the annual grants of survey, without the sanction of 
a Minute of the Board of Treasury,^ which shall with as little delay as possible be Iai4 
before the House. 



F4 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



48 APPENDIX TO REPORT FROM 



— No. 14.— 

COPY of Letter from the Admiralty to the Victualling Board. 

Gentlemen, Admfralty Office, 1 4 September 1831. 

I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to signify their 
direction to you to statfe, for their Lordships' information, what proportion of tLe monies 
Toted for Cremill has be<en expended ; whether the sum remaining unexpended will com- 
plete the works: if not, what is the estimated deficiency; and if any more money faa^ 
already been expended than the amount of the Vote. 

I am, Gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 

George EllUt. 



- No- 15. — 

COPY of Letter from Secretary to Victualling Board to Sir John Remiie. 

Sir, Victualling Office, 14 September 1832. 

IN pursuance of immediate directions from the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty 
received this day, I am commanded by the Commissioners for victualling His Majesty's 
Navy to signify their direction to you, to furnish them as soon as possible with a Statement 
showing the probable amount of Uie sums which will become payable to Mr. Mlntosh, the 
contractor for carrying on the Works at Cremill, from this time to the 31st March 1/^2, 
for works no^ performed and materials delivered, but remaining unpaid for; and for worts 
which will probably be performed and materials delivered, to which the contractor will be 
entitled to payment^ m part or id whole, prior to the 31st March 1832. 

It wiB not be neceftsary to bdtic^ Ae reserves upon Ae payments Idresdy madte, any 
farther than with regard to tliose tipon works which will probably be completed Mbce te 
time mentioned^ so as to ^entitle the oontrtictor to the hfdanoes diereon. 

As it is desirable thai tiiis Statement should contain a ftiH exhibition of the sums whicH 
this Department may be expected to be called upon to pay between this time and the 
31st March next, the Board recommend that it should be prepared in concert with the 
contractor or his agent, so that in case he shottld have any claims of a doubtful nature, the 
pointe in dispute may be settled at once, and thus avoid the inconvenience to which this 
Department may be subjected by being called upon (notwithstanding this precaution) to 
pay sums, before the 31st March next, exceeding those which may now be calculated 
upon. 

In ihis Estimate you are also to include any further sums which may be payable or 
advanced to you between this time and the 31st March next. 

In addition to and separate from the above, you are to send a Statement of the sums 
which will afterwards be neceissary to be paid completely to finish all the works now 
contemplated to be executed at Cremill, the payments for which will not now become due 
till after the 31st March next, including a final settlement with you and those whom you 
may employ for machinery, See. &c. ^ 

I am to add, that a copy of this letter' has been sent to Commissipner Sir James 
Gordon, in order that he may direct Mr. Richards* and Mr. Adams, and the contractor's 
4igeiit> .to be prepared to furnish you with all the information you may require to enable 
you to complete this statement with the utmost possible diapatcn. , 

I am, &c. 

M. Waller Clifton. 



— No. 16. — 

COPY of Letter from the Admiralty t6 the Victualling Board. 

Gentlemen, Admiralty Office, 21 September iSsi. * 

I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to signify their direction 

to you to suspend all contracts for work, and all outlay at Cremill and Weevil, until vou 

hate mttWered the mquihes of their Lordships contained in my letter of the 14th instant. : 

I am. Gentlemen, your most obedient servant, 

George Elliot. 
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~ No. 17. — 
COPY of Letter from the Viciualling Board to the Admiralty. 

Sir, Victaalling Office, 26 September i83i« 

WE duly received your letter of the 14th instant, signifying the directions of the Rigbti 
bonoorable the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty that we should state, for their, 
information, what proportion of the monies voted for Cremill has been expended; whether 
Uie som remaining unexpended will complete the works ; if not, what is the estimated 
deficiency; and if any more money has already been spent than the amount of the Vote. 
And in reply thereto, we request you will be pleased to inform their Lordships that we 
were engaged in this investigation prior to the receipt of their Lordships' directions, and 
that having since had personally before us Sir Jotm Rennie upon this subject, we must 
request their Lordships will allow us to suspend giving a detailed reply to their inauiries 
as regards these works until the return of Sir John Rennie from CremiU, he having, by his 
letter of the asd instant, of which the enclosed is a copy, informed us that he cannot 
furnish the whole of the required information without personally examining the measure- 
menU and accounts of the works. Their Lordships, however, will observe, by Sir John 
Rennie's letter, that although the statements, made by the contractor and his agent on the 
spot, of the sums which they conceive to be due to them upon parts of the works completed, 
but not measured off, would lead to the conclusion that the total sum which will be required 
for completing the works will greatly exceed the Estimate given by Sir John Rennie in his 
letter to Sir James Graham in January last (on which the sum of 55,000 /• was inserted on 
this year's Estimate, with a notation that 55,000 /• more would be required next year), he 
(Sir John Rennie) is ** at a loss to comprehend the cause of the difference between his 
estimate and that of the contractor's agent, the more so because up to the present time 
the various works at Cremill have generally been executed within the estimates, and when 
they have exceeded them, it has been so trifling as to be scarcely worthy of remark ; and 
because his estimates of January were founded upon the actual cost of the Long Store- 
house, which, although executed in a manner superior to that first proposed, cost only 
83,575 /., whereas it was estimated at 23,910 //' 

We bee to add, that the sum so expended since the 1st April last has been 
39,ig6/: i8«. ^(2., and consequently there is still remaining of the vote for the present 
year the sum of 15,803/. \s. Qd, applicable to the payment of the works in progress ; and 
we shall lose no time in making a nill report on everv point comprised in their liordships' 
inquiry with regard to these works, on receiving Sir John Rennie s report. 

We are. Sir, your most humble servants, 

G. 4* Cheiwynd Stapyhon. 
J. T. Briggs. 
jF. Edgcombe. 



(Enclosure.) 

Honourable Sirs, London, 23 September 1831. 

I HAVE to acknowledge your Honourable Board's letters of the 14th and 17th instant, 
requesting to have an explanatory statement as to the sums expended at CremiU Point 
during the present year, and the sums that will be required to carry on the works until 
Marcn next. I beg to observe, that the statements of the contractors differ so materially 
from ours, that I am at a loss to comprehend the cause of the difference, the more so 
because up to the present period the various works at Cremill have generally been executed 
within the estimates, and when they have exceeded, it has been so trifling as to be scarcely 
worthy of remark. The estimate sent to Sir James Graham in January last was founded 
upon the actual cost of the Long Storehouse, which, although executed in a superior 
manner to that first proposed, nevertheless cost only «3.576'-> whereas it was estimated at 
23,910/.; the quadrangular and other buildings are contracted for at lower prices than 
those paid for at the Long Storehouse. Before, therefore, I can reply to your letter, I must 
proceed to Plymouth, to examine into the whole of the measurements and accounts, and 
will lose no time in reporting the result for your consideration. 

I am. Honourable Sirs, your most humble servant, 

John Rennie. 
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— No. n.a.— 
COPY of Letter from the Secretary to Victualling Board to Sir John Rennie. 



Sir, 



Victualling Office, 17 September 1831. 



With reference to my letter of the 14th instant^ I am commanded by the Commissioners 
for Victualling His Majesty's Navy to refer you to your's of the 20th of Januarvlast to 
l^r James Graham, stating that the sum required for the present year for the Works at 
Cremill would be 55,000/.; and as bills to the amount of about 65,000/. have already 
been made out since the date of your estimate to the contractor or to yourself on account 
of these works, as there are reserves to the amount of upwards of 8,000/. unpaid, and as 
the contractor has stated verbally that he has lar^e sums now due to him (probably between 
20,000/. and 30,000/.) besides what may accrue hereafter; I am to ctdl your attention to 
these circumstances, in order that the report which you have been called upon to render 
may embrace every expense connected with these Works for which this Department may 
be liable to provide funds. If you wish for any information from this office wnich it may be 
necessary for you to incorporate in your report, the Board will be perfectly ready to cause 
you to be furnished therewith. 

In order that you may have in your possession every information which bears upon thii^ 
question, I enclose you a copy of the rough account of the probable expense of complet- 
ing the Works at Cremill, furnished on the 17th January last by Mr. Richards, your resi- 
dent engineer at Cremill, making it amount to 161,000/.; whereas in your letter of the 
20th of that month before-mentioned, you stated your opinion that the amount would onlr 
be 106,530/. ; it would, of course, be proper that these differences should be reconcilea. 
It would be desirable also to have a comparative statement, showing (under the several* 
heads of expense) the amount of the original estimate, and the cost, or estimated cost, 
when completed ; and giving the cost of the additions or alterations since made, as well as 
allowing for the value of such of the bouses or other works included in the original esti- 
mates but not intended to be proceeded with* In fact, the Board are desirous of having 
the whole subject completely before them, which, from the present state of the works, they 
apprehend may now be done with considerable accuracy. 

I am, Sic. 

(signed) JIf. Waller Cliftmt. 



(Enclosure.) 

A Rough Account of the probable Expense of completing the undermentioned Work* 
at Cremill Point, exclusive of the several sums already paid. 

£. 5. d. 

9.000 - - 



Melville store - » , - 

Brewhouse - - - - - - .- 

Cooperage -------- 

Slaughter-house, Entrance-gate and Warden^s (louse 

Bakehouse and Mill - - 

Officers^ houses - - - - - - 

Pitching-yard ------- 

West Sea Wall 

Retained on the North Sea Wall contract 

Laying pi|)es and coatingencies - - - - 



£. 



37>ooo - 

23,000 - 

10,000 - 

54.000 - 

5.^00 - 

10,000 - 

1,000 - 

2,500 - 

9,500 - 



161,000 - - 



January 17th, 1831. 



(signed) P. Richards. 
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— No. 18.— 
COPT of Letter from the Admiralty to the Victualling Board. 

Gentlemen, Admiralty Office, loih October 1831. 

I AM commanded b^ my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to signify their direc- 
tion to youy to transmit to me, for their Lordships' information, within one week of the 
Commencement of each succeeding month, (beginning by sending one for the last month,) 
an account of the actual receipts and miyments by the Treasurer of the Navy on account 
of your Department, during each preceding month, in the annexed form (marked A.). 

At the back of the accounts in question is to be inserted the total amount paid under 
each head as voted specially b^ Parliament, so far as the same can be done, which their 
Lordships are aware will in thts account be confined principally to those payments at home 
which are for specific and ascertained supplies, services, or works ; and their Lordships are 
also aware that there will (in these monthly accounts of mere actual receipts and payments) 
be an accumulating amount on the face of them, of sums imprested, and other' monies 
advanced ; but their Lordships nevertheless wish that such sums should appear on these 
accounts in the shape of mere advances, because in the Quarterly Balance Sheet such part 
of these advances as have been disbursed and brought to account will appear as expenditure 
under the proper heads of the Estimates, and the remainder will there appear (or must be 
made to appear) as imprest outstanding against the sub-agents, until tneir accounts are 
examined and passed. 

Id order likewise that their Lordships may be put into possession of the state of the cash 
accounts in your Department, a list is to accompany every monthly account, showing against 
every account (rendered by permanent, regular and principal sub-agents, clerks of the 
dhebk, storekeepers, &c.) the date up to which each account is examined and finally 
I^ssed. 

. For the purpose of avoidiag too minute detail, their Lordships wish to confine this state- 
ment (a sketcn of which is given in the annexed Form (B.) ) to the regular principal 
accounts. But as it is desirable to have a general exposition of the state of the sn^ail pro- 
iqaiscuous accounts, such as those of pursers, consuls, 8ic., their Lordships leave it to y4>u 
to render such a compressed exposition thereof as you may be able to devise in the raiost 
convenient form ; taking care however to insert in each monthly list the number of these 
a.ccounts, of each description, passed since the first day of the year, and the number in the 
office unpassed. 

Their Lordships further direct, that for the purpose of preventing as much as possible an 
excess of expenditure beyond the Estimates, no Visitation Committee (and more especially 
no individual Commissioner,) shall give orders for any works to be executed, or service to 
be .performed ; but they shall report fully all information obtained on the spot, and lay the 
necessary plans, and in particular the estimates of expense, before the Board, in order that 
official directions may be issued, subject always, in cases of magnitude, to the controul and 
previoua approval of the Board of Admiralty. 

For the purpose of imposing upon the Members of the Board the responsibility to which 
they are justly liable, all minutes sanctioning any outlay are to be signed with the initials 
of the Members present, or at least two Commissioners, as well as all orders for money 
payments authorized by the Board at large ; but the Accountant-General will (on the prin- 
ciple of individual responsibility,) direct all payments under contracts or ag^reements, or 
when the outlay has been previously sanctioned by the Board ; and be will take the sense 
of the Board in all other cases, viz. those of a novel, important, difficult or doubtful 
nature. 

Notwithstanding former orders, all letters to tlie Admiralty, Treasury, Secretaries of* 
State, Treasurer of the Navy, Inspector-General of Marmes, Navy and Ordnance Boards, 
War-Office, and other Public Boards ; to Commissioners, Agents and Storekeepers resident 
at the Victualling Establishments at home and abroad ; to Admirals, Captains ai^d Com- 
manders, (except letters merely acknowledging the receipt of letters, accounts and papers,) 
to contractors and tradespeople, are to be signed hy two Commissioners ; but letters to lieu- 
tenants, surgeons, pursers, and persons of inferior rank to them, are to be signed by the 
Secretary ; as well as letters to persons of ail ranks, mt rely owning the receipt of letters, 
accounts and papers. 

' But though the Commissioners will in future be required to sign orders and letters which 
have for about two years past been required to be signed by the Secretary, my Lords direct 
that all letters and orders be laid before the Secretary when written, before they are signed, 
by the Commissioners, not only in order that he may be made acquainted with the whole 
business of the Department, but that he may see that the orders and letters are properly 
Written; as the Secretary will be held responsible for tarrying properly . into ati'tci the 
executive business of the whole office iu^all its details. 



G 2 



I am, &c. 
(sign(d) Geo. Elliot. 
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— No. 19.— 

COPY of Letter from the Adoiiralty to the Victualliog Board. 

Gentlemen^ Admiralty Office^ s8th MoTember 1 831 • 

I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to signify their direction 
to you, to state the dates of the orders given to Mr. Rennie for the construction of the 
machinery for the brewhouse and bakehouse at Cremill ; to send copies of each contract ; 
and to state whether the prices were fixed by tender or by private bargain ; if the latter 
whether the members of your Board gave a public order for such bargain, aad in that case 
to send a copy of such order ; and to state also whether this Board was consulted^ or when 
it sanctioned this arrangement. 

I am^ Gentlemen, your very humble servant, 

John Barrow, 



~Na«0.— 

COPY of Letter from the Victualling Board to the Admiralty. 

Sir, Victualling Office, 3d December 1831. 

THE Right honourable the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty having been pleased* 
by your letter of the 21st ultimo, to signify their directions that we should state with 
whom we have contracted for the machinery at our Yard at Cremill, and on what terms, and 
also by whom die steam-encine has been made ; and their Lordshios having been i\mher 
pleased, by your letter of the 28th ultimo, to direct us to state tne dates of the orders 

fiven to Mr. Rennie for the construction of the machinery for the brewhouse and bake- 
ouse at Cremill, to send copies of each contract, and to state whether the prices were 
fixed by tender or by private bargain ; if the latter, whether the Members of our Board gave 
a public order for such bargain, and in that case to send a copy of such order ; and to state 
also whether the Board of Admiralty was consulted, or when it sanctioned this arrange- 
ment. We request you will be pleased to inform their Lordships, in reply to these inquiries, 
that the machinery to be used at Cremill has not been contracted for, but has been pro- 
vided by Mr. George Rennie, whose employment to plan, arrange and design it, as weH as 
to provide it, was sanctioned by repeated personal commumcations between the htte 
Board of Admiralty and our chairman, as verbally reported by him to the Board, and 
afterwards directed by the public orders of this Board, commomcated in some instances 
in pubUc documents to the Admiralty, and sanctioned by their Lordships' reply. 

The employment of Mr. George Rennie to design the machinery having been so deter-, 
mined on, it would appear to be almost unavoidable to employ him (he being the designer 
and planner) to proviae it ; and it was also considered that, even if it were possible (which 
it would not have been) to avail ourselves of his talents in designing the various compli- 
cated machinery in question, and adapting the buildings to the machinery and the 
machinery to die buddings as the works advanced, and then to contract with some one 
else for its execution, which perhaps was scarcely possible, so linked together were the 
buildings and machinery ; this course, by which the execution of such important and 
difficult works would fall to any party who might make the lowest tender, would be less for 
the interests of the public service than to employ a millwright of Mr. Rennie's reputation. 
Every part of the proceedings relative to the Works at Cremill was continually brought 
linder the consideration of tne late First Lord of the Admiralty and of the Lord High 
Admiral by our Chairman, and also under the consideration of the Board of Admiralty, 
some of the members of which, on more than one occasion, went personally into the con- 
sideration of every part of the subject on the spot, in conjunction with our Chairman. 

Copies of the reports of the Committee of our Board who periodically visited the works 
during their progress, and on whose proposals most of the orders relative to those works 
originated, were from time to time forwarded to their Lordships. We proceed now to state, 
that on the 26th September 1825, by a Board Minute, Mr. Rennie was desired to transmit, 
as soon as possible, an estimate of the expense of the steam-engines which would be 
required for the new brewhouse intended to be erected at Cremill Point, and to state his 
opinion as to the maker of whom it would be advisable to order them. At that time, how- 
ever, the plan of the brewhouse was not decided on ; and in reply, Mr. Rennie stated, by 
letter of agtb September 18*25, that the steam-engine was proposed to be of 14 horse power, 
of Bolton 8c Watt's make, and that the estimate cost would be - £. i,ag8 
Freight and fixtures - - • . . 950 

£.1,648 

In 
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In the Report^ however, of the Committee of our Board, who visited Cremill in April 1826, 
a copy or which Report, dated ist May 1826, was transmitted on the 5U1 of that month to 
Mr. Uroker, it was recommended that a steam-engine of 20 horse power should be 
ordered for the brewhouse, and that the orders for its being provided should be given 
immediately, as, from the demand at that time for steam-engines, a considerable period 
would elapse before it could be completed. Accordingly this Board, by minute on the 
margin ot that Report, directed Mr. Rennie to take the necessary measures for providing 
a steam-en^ne of 20 horse power. Their Lordships' attention was called to that and other 
marginal mmutes on the same Report. In reply to the above directions, Mr. Rennie 
acouainted us, by letter of the 21st of May 1826, ** that he should give Messrs. Bolton 
& NfVatt directions to make a steam-engine of the power of 20 horses, upon the most 
approved construction, for this purpose." We further beg to state, that on the 3d October 
1828, we directed Messrs. Rennie to take immediate measures for providing the machinery 
for the brewhouse then erecting at Cremill Point; these directions were given on a Board's 
Minute of that date. 

With respect to the machinery for the bakehouse, we beg to state, that in contempla- 
tion of the introduction of machinery into the bakehouse at Cremill, Mr. Rennie was 
authorized, on the 29th September 1830, to agree with the Butterly Company for a small 
engine, for the sum of 540/. suitable for the purpose, similar to one made for the bake- 
house at the Royal Clarence Yard by the Horsely Company ; and the Committee of our 
Board, who visited Cremill in April fast, having strongly recommended the introduction 
of machinery of the same descnption as that in use at Portsmouth, the Board, bearing 
in mind that in September preceding the steam-engine had been ordered, expressed in 
their marginal minute on the Committee's Report their intention to give the necessary 
instructions to Mr. Rennie to provide the machinery accordingly ; a copy of that Report 
was transmitted to you in our letter of the 2d May, and on the 13th of that month the 
official instructions were conveyed to Mr. Rennie. In transmitting the copy of that 
Report, their Lordship's attention was called, as usual, to the marginal minutes we had 
made thereon, and their Lordships were pleased to communicate to us their directions on 
that Report by Mr. Banow's letters of the 16th and 18th of May, in the latter of which he 
conveyed their Lordship's approval of the orders we had given. 

It will be apparent from this explanation that the employment of Mr. Rennie for pro- 
vidroe the machinery was originally sanctioned and subsequently recognized by the Board 
of Admiralty for the time being and the Lord High Admiral. N^o bargains, as to prices, 
were made with Mr. Rennie ; but accurate accounts of the materials, and the time of his 
men in fitting the machinery, are kept at the Yard, and his charges will be subjected to the 
same strict examination which has been done heretofore. 

In the case of the machinery of Our mill at Deptford, which was provided by him, and 
which, it is due to him to state, has proved of the best description, his charges were 
examined in detail, not onl^ by Mr. Taylor, but also by Mr. Goodrich, then mechanist to 
the Navy Board. A similar course was followed in respect to the machinery at the 
Clarence Yard, and these precedents will of course be pursued in respect to the machinery 
at Cremill Copies of the letters befbre adverted to, to Messrs. Rennie, are transmitted 
herewith in obedience to their Lordship's directions ; and also copies of the letters from 
the Nav]^ Board relative to the employment Of Mr. Goodrich and Mr. Kingston, the 
master millwright of Portsmouth Yard, \n examining Mr. Rennie's accounts. 

In conclusion we beg to remark, that the steam-engines which have been provided are 
two of 45 horse j^ower each, for the mill, with three boilers, by Messrs. Bolton 
and W*tt. 

One of the 20 horse power for the brewhouse, with two boilers, also by Messrs. Boulton 
and Watt ; and the one small engine before alluded to of 10 horse power, with one boiler, 
for the bakehouse, by the Butterly Company. 

Messrs. Bolton and Watt's prices for steam-ensines have always been regular and 
fixed with reference to the cost of materials and labour at the time the order for the con- 
struction of a steam-engine is given. 

We are. Sir, your most humble servants, 

G. A. Chetwynd StapyUon. W. Burnett. 

J. T. Brig^s. J. Meek. 

F. Edgcombej. 





(Enclosures.) 

Ho. 1. 
Sir, Victualling Office, 10 May i8a6. 

Referrino to the recent inspection which the Chairman of the Board and Commis- 
sioner Ed^fcombe, attended t)y you, have made of the Works now carrying on for the ser- 
vice of this Department at Cremill, and in order that a steam-ehgine may be in a state 
of readiness aeainst the period when the intended brewhouse at that place shall be built, 
I am commanded by the Commissioners of the Victualing Office to signify their cUr^tions 
to vou, to take, immediately, the necessary measures for providing a steam-engine of 
20 horse power in due time accordingly. 

I am, Sec. 
To Mr. Rennie. M. Waller Clifton. 

O3 
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No, 2. 
Sir, Victualling Office, 3d October 1828. 

I AM commaDded by the Board to siraify their desire that you will take itnmediate 
measures for providing the machinery for the brewhouse now erecting at Cremill Point. 

I am, &c. 
To Mr. Rennie. AL Waller Clifton. 



No. 3. 

Sir, Victualling Office, sglh September 1830. 

WITH reference to your communication to the Commissioners of the Victualling Board, 
that the Horsely Iron Company would engage to furnish and put up two lo-horse power 
steam-engines for 540/. each, and the Board contemplating requiring two such engines, one. 
at Portsmouth and one at Cremill, for working the biscuit machinery on Mr. Grant's plan, 
I have their commands to signify their desire that you will order two lo-horse steam- 
engines of the above descriptioui provided the Company will supply them complete, and 
put them up, for the sum of 540/. each. 

I am, &c. 

To Mr. Rennie. M. Waller Clifton. 



^ No. 4. 

Gentlemen, Victualling Office, 13th May 1831. 

THE Commissioners for Victualling His Majesty's Navy having determined on the intro- 
duction, into their new bakehouse at Cremill, of machinery for baking bread, similar to 
that which has been adopted at Weevill, I am commanded to signify to you their desire, 
that you will cause the proper machinery for this purpose to be forthwith provided and 
sent ta Plymouth, in order that it may be fitted into the building as the erection proceeds, 
and the ovens be constructed accordingly. Of the intended position of the ovens you. 
vrere informed by my letter of the 1 ith instant. 

I am, &c. 
To Messrs. Rennie. M. Waller Clifton. 



No. 6, 
Gentlemen, Navy Office, 5th March 1829. 

IN return to your letter of yesterday we acquaint you that, as requested by you, 
Mr. Goodrich, the engineer and mechanist at Portsmouth, has been directed to inspect and 
report on the whole of the machinery and engines of the flour mill in your premises at 
Deptford, as soon as possible. 

We are, Gentlemen, your humble servants, 

R* Seppingi. 
Commissioners of Victualling. ^; ^^;^^„ 



No. 6. 

Sir, Navy Office, 29th November 1830. 

I HAVE the commands of the Commissioners of the Navy to acquaint you that, as 
requested by your letter of the 26th instant, orders have been given to Mr. Goodrich, the 
engineer and mechanist, to inspect, in conjunction with Mr. Taylor, the machinery and 
engines of the new flour-mill erected by Messrs.. Rennie at Weevill, and to reported 
thereon as soon as possible. 

I am. Sir, your very humble servant, 

M. W. Clifton, Esq. G. Smith. 



No. 7. 

Sir, Navy Office, 20th December 1830. • 

With reference to my letter of the 29th ultimo, I am commanded by the Commissioners ' 
of the Navy to acquaint you, that Mr. Goodrich being detained in London, Mr. Kingston, 
the master millwright at Portsmouth-yard, has been directed to inspect, in conjunction 
with Mr. Taylor, the machinery at Weevill, and report on Messrs Rennie's account. 

I am, &c. 
M. W. Clifton, Esq. 0\ Smilh, 
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— No. 21. — 

COPY of Letter from the Admiralty to the Victualling Board. 

Gentlemen^ Admiralty Office^ 23d November 1831. 

I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to transmit to yo« 
herewith a copy of a letter from Mr. Watt, and to signify theit direction to you^ to order 
Commissioner Sir James Gordon to conform himself to what is therein stated until the 
steam-engines are ready to be erected in the Victualling Yard at Plymouth, and when this 
is done, to appoint a proper person to superintend them and work them as suggested by 
Mr. Watt. 

I am. Gentlemen, your most humble servant, 

John Barrow. 



(Enclosure.) 
My Dear Sir, Soho, aa Nov. 1831. 

IN answer to your inquiry from Plymouth, I shall give you the best opinion our expe- 
rience enables me to do. 

Before sending off the materials of engines, the bored, or turned cast-iron parts, are all 
well greased, and the latter wrapped with rope-yarn; and the outside of the castings receive 
a coat of oil paint ; the polished wrought iron-work is well greased, and packed in boxes 
VFith dry sawdust ; the precautions, however, do not prevent rust for any ^reat length of 
time; this was experienced in the materials of His Majesty ^s steamer the ATban, which we 
delivered at Deptford Yard in May or June 1826, but the vessel not being ready, the boxes 
with the wrought-iron goods were deposited in what appeared to be a dry store-room, and, 
as far as I recollect, the fnawdust removed. On proceeding to erect the engines some six 
months afterwards, the wrought-iron work w^ found to be much corroded by rust, and the 
re-polishins and refitting was attended with considerable expense and loss of time. We 
find also, that in our hands here, when similar materials are laid by for any length of time 
in the driest rooms we have, they require re-polishing. 

This would also be the case if the engines were erected, but we do not think the expense 
incurred in keeping the parts in order would be much increased ; indeed, I have adopted 
this plan myself in an iron-work belonging to me, where I have had occasion to increase 
Ae power without the hope of letting it in the present times. 

At Plymouth Victualling Yard you will have, in addition to the 20 horse engine sent in 
February 1830, two engines of 45 horse power, which have been ready since June, and 
which we are daily expecting orders from the Messrs. Rennie to send off. 

If these three engines were erected, a man might be employed to keep the whole in order, 
and to work them m succession for an hour or two once a month, by which means they 
would be ready for work whenever wanted. 

- It may also, perhaps, form an element in your decision to know, that it would require four 
to six months to complete the erection of these engines. 

The two pair of 50 horse power marine engines which we are preparing for you are in 
great forwardness, and would have been ready, had we not been desired by the Navy Board 
to-complete the repairs of others of their engines first. From what I have stated I should 
almost be inclined to infer, that with a proper person in each vessel to take care of them, 
they might be preserved as well afloat as on shore. 

lam, &c. 

John Barrow, Esq. &c. Sec. (signed) James Watt. 

Admiralty. 

P.S. If the engines are not to be erected, the boxes should immediately be opened;, the 
saw-dust removed, and all the wrought-iron work well cleaned and fresh greased. It should 
be kept in a dry storehouse, and if possible in one occasionally heated ; the cylinders, air 
pumps, &c. should also be cleaned out and fresh greased, and all the castings as well as 
the boilers should be put under &heds to protect them from the wet, 8cc. 



— No. 22.— 
COPY of Letter from the Victualling Board to the Admiralty. 

Sir, Victualling Office, 5th January 1833. 

WITH reference to the directions^ of the Right Honourable the Lords Commissioners of 
the. Admiralty^ contained in Mr. Barrow's letter of 21st September last, relative to *\\o 
Works at Cremill, we request you will be pleased to lay before their Lordships the accom- 
panying copy of a Report upon the subject which we have received from Sir John Rennie, 

272. G 4 dated 
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dated the 30th ultimo, and to inform them, that although Sir John states that he has not 
been able to obtain from the contractors all their accounts respecting the measurement of 
these works, yet he confidently trusts that his estimate will be found correct upon the 
aggregate. 

if such should prove to be the case, the expenses of the buildings (to which Sir John 
states he confined the Estimate of 110,000/., which he rendered to Sir James Graham in 
his letter of the 20th January last year,) will not make it necessary to apply to Parliament 
for more than the 55,000 /. for the expenses of the present year, which was stated in the 
Estimate of last year as likely to be required to complete tho$e works beyond the 55,000/. 
voted for 1831. But as it appears that Sir John Rennie did not make any estimate of the 
*cost of the machinery f their Lordships will observe from the enclosed report, that the sum of 
%bout 41*799 /• will be necessary to cover those expenses, unless their Lordships determine 
not to proceed with the following works : 



Paving to the amount of (beyond what has already been done) 
Fixine the steam-engines and machinery of the flour-mill - 
Ditto bakehouse ----...- 
Ditto brewhouse .--..--- 



£. 



£. 

9>ooo 
3,800 
1^00 



19,800 



in which case, deducting the above-mentioned sum of 19,800 /• from the sum of 41,792 /. 
before alluded to, only 21,992 /. will be required from Parliament in addition to the 55,000 /. 
for the buildings already laid before the House, thus making in one case a total of 96,792 /., 
and in the other a sum of 76,992 /. as necessary to complete the whole of the Works 
agreeably to the explanatory statement subjoined. 

We are. Sir, your most humble servants, 

John T. Briggs. 
F. Edgeombe. 
James Meek. 



CREMILL WORKS. 
Vote for 1831 •- 

nod . - - t . ^ . : 

Inhand - • - £. 

Produce of sale of Premises at Pljrmouth, the outlay of which it has been under-l 
stood their Lordships sanction, about •--•....j 

Available to the ist April 1832 ... £ 



55,000 
44.584 



10,416 
8,000 



18,416 



Exp£NDiT0RK to Complete, according to Sir John Rennie's Report of 30th December 1831. 



Reserves kept back 
To complete buildings - 
Machinery . - . - 
Water and fire engines, and pipes,^ 
lamps and posts, boat stages, Sec. J 
Turret clock and fittings . 
Paving the yard - - . 

Total to be paid - . i 



Available to ist April 1832 - 

Laid before the House as the ex-^ 

pected sum to complete in 1832 -j 

More wanted to complete, chiefly 1 

machinery, not included in the> 

55,000/. - - - - - J 



8,954 
53,386 
40,050 

4,600 

650 
7.568 



18,416 



41.792 



8,954 



^106,254 



115,208 



i 15.208 



96.79a 
19.800 



76,992 



Vote to complete the 
whole woiks. 

Deduct if the paving 
and. machinery are 
not to be completed. 



John T* Briggs. 
F. Edgeombe. 
James Meek, 
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(Enclosure*) 
Honourable Sin, London, 30 December 1831* 

I HAYK delayed until the present moment my answer to your Honourable Board's lettehi 
of the 14th and 17th September last in consequence of the measurements of the Works at 
Cremill Point not being in a sufficient state of forwardness to enable me to gire the de^ 
sired information ; and even now a final balance cannot be struck, because the contractors 
have not yet sent in their accounts. I will therefore proceed to answer your questions 
in the order you require, in the best way that the measurements will admit, which I hope 
will be found not fiiur from the truth. 

First, As to the sums which will be due to Mr. M^ntosh for work performed and mate* 
rials supplied up to the end of March 183a. 

From the state of the measurements it may be presumed, that the last certificate of 
5>50o/., and the reserves upon former certificates amounting to 8,654/., ^^^ nearly balance 
any claims that can be maae, or in other words, that Mr. M'Intosh is nearly paid up ; and 
supposing that the works are to proceed at the same ratio that they have done dunn^ the 
last three months, which is as much as can be expected, in consequence of the field of 
operations being more limited, the days shorter, and the weather unfavourable, 4,000/. 
per month, or ia,ooo/., will suffice until the end of March next, and deducting 15 percent, 
for reservations, which ought to be adhered to, otherwise there is no security for the due 
performance of contracts, 1,800/. should be deducted from the above sum, leaving a clear 
balance of 10,200/. necessary to be provided against the 31 st March next, supposing that 
no reserves are kept back upon the former contracts not concluded ; and here I think it 
right to observe, tnat when I stated in my letter of January last to Sir James Graham that 
50,000/. would suffice during the past year, it was done clecurly upon the understanding diat 
the works were to be completed in two yean ; but as it has been deemed expedient to 
advance them in a more rapid ratio, a greater sum has been expended during the present 
year than would otherwise nave been necessary ; this will however reduce the sum to be 
expended in the same ratio during next year (1832). 

Secondly, with regard to the sum that will be required to carry on the works during the 
year 1832, Uiis will necessarily depend upon the works proposed to be done, and upon the 
time allowed for their execution. 

In the absence therefore of this information, I shall confine myself to the works at present 
only contracted for and ordered. 

The works of this description are the brewery, the cooperage, the mill and bakehouse, 
the officere* houses, the main entrance, the porter's lodge and warden's house, and the 
guard-house. 

To complete these, as far as the building department go, will require an additional sum 
of 41,3861.* during 1832^ beyond the 12,000 /« already stated as required to the end of 
Mami next 



As regards the machinery for these buildings, that for the brewhouse, 
including the steam-engine, mah-miU, mashing and sack tackle (but not the 
Goppera) the stillions or the coolere, which are properly termed fittings, and 
were ordered to be omitted by your letter of December last, will amount to the 

sum of--- - ".*"" ".r "• 

The three steam-engines and machinery complete for grinding com and bak- 
ing, and the sack tackles belonging to them, will amount to ... 
The attached and detached cranes for the mill buildings, cooperage and 
wharfs, will amount to - - - - - ... 

. The additional water and fire pipes, and hoses, lamps and posts, bells, war- 
dens' boxes, flag staffs, hand carts, fire-engines, boat-stages, &c. ... 

The turret clock and ftttings --------- 

The paving of the Yard ---------. 

This latter item of paving includes only the sea and basin whar£i, the quad- 
rangle of the cooperage, and from the main entrance to the long-store, &c. ; 
indeed, more for the present will be unnecessary. 
^ The whole of the above sums will amount to - - £. 



£. 

40,280 

6420 

4,600 

650 

7*568 



64,868 



Of the machinery and crane's accounts there has already been paid the sum of 12,000/., 
leaving a balance of 40,050/. to complete this part of the establishment, and, adding this to 
the sum, viz. 53,386/. for the building department and the other sundries above-mentioned, 
will make die sum of 106,254/. to complete the whole Establishment. 
Duriag the year 1832 the following sums could be expended to carry on the works : 

The building department - £.53,386 

Towards the machinery - - - - - - 30,000 



£.83,386 



Thirdly, 



* The amount of the boildiag depsrtmrat will depend upon the measurements, which will be fully 
covered by this *um. 
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Thirdly, As to the cause of the difference between Mr. Richards' estimate of last year, 
amounting to 161,000 /.» and mine, amounting to 1 06,530 /., it appears that he hsji not 
sufficient time to do it accurately, and had induded several sums already paid and inate- 
rials delivered^ which of course ou^ht to have been deducted ; and be accordingly made out 
another estimate subsequently with my assistant, Mr. Lewia, amounting to 100,640/.; 
l>®i>^g 6)890 /. less than mine. No sum was put in my estinaate for paving, because the 
surface of the yard being for the most part solid rock, it waa very doubtful whether it 
would be necessary or not ; neither did it include any thing but the buildings, according to 
Mr. Mcintosh's contracts, as there expressly stated. 

Fourthly, As regards the comparative statement, showing under the several heads oJT 
expense the amount of the original estimate, and the cost or estimated cost of the works 
when completed, together with the cost of the additions and alterations. I subjoin it a^ 
follows : 



Estimate of 1824, 



1. 
2, 
3- 
4- 
6- 
6. 

7- 
8. 

9- 
10. 
11. 
12. 

14. 



£. 
76>344 

24>i34 
31.013 

27ii69 
41.965 
66,360 



Sea-wall and basin, with contingencies 
Long storehouse - - - - - 

Brewhouse - - - 
Cooperage and landing-sheds . - - 
Quadrangle, or Melville store - - - 
Flour-mill, bakery, and bavin cealshed 
Slaughter-house, porter's lodge and entrance 
Vegetable storehouse, guard-house, beef See 

store, &c. 
Main drain - - - 
Reservoirs and pipes - . - - 

Boundary wall - . - . - 

Officers' houses - - - - . 

Cranes ------- 

Rock contract - - - - . 

Additional subsequent Estimates : 

Pavingof reservoirs, 31st July 1826 - - 2,214 

(To be added to j^o. 10, old Estimate.) 

Estimate for vegetable storehouse, guard- 3i66g 

house, &c. 
(This sum to be added to Nos. 7 & 8, old Estimate 



5^77 
No. 2, 



2,005 
10,305 

3,597 

6,996 

7,858 

16,898 



nearly complete 
complete 
nearly complete 
nearly complete 
complete 
in progress - 
nearly complete 
shown below. 

complete 
complete 
complete 
nearly complete 
nearly complete 
nearly complete 



3. Retaining wall against rock, never estimated 

4. Wall in Firestone Bay - - - . 

5. Tunnel and landing-place, estimated 1st Feb. 

1830. 

6. Admiral's Hard, not estimated ... 

7. Clarence stairs, estimated Sept. 1827 
§• Ordnance road 

g. Additional service-pipes, advanced on 
10. Paving Clarence wharf and quadrangle of 
Melville store. 



2,825 
1,740 
1,868 

1,620 

3,476 

690 

2,461 
2^00 



^- 331,362 



complete 



nearly finished 



To contingencies 



£. 
9&I63 
«3»675 
34^0 
34,125 

41.065 
86,492 

9.978 



2,819 
12,640 

2,314 

4,646 

5,420 

16,898 



2,825 

1,740 

721 

1,620 

3,393 
690 

2>46i 
2,500 



376,616 
11,966 



No« i.r-The increase upon the first sum of 19,809/. arises from the basin having been 
deepened to four feet at low water, instead of two feet, as originally intended, and from 
the sea-wall being extended 55 feet further at the northern extremity; and for extending 
the yard towards Firestone Bay, which has added nearly two acres of ground, in the most 
valuable part of the premises, and has otherwise given considerable additional convenience 
to the establishment. 

No. 2. — ^The actual cost of the long-store is 23,575/., or 559/. below the estimate; but 
as it has been made 13 feet wider than at first contemplated, the allowance for this ought 
to be 4,076/. 

No. 3. — ^The brewhouse and machinery, although a much larger and more convenient 
building, by the addition of the centre buildings, will exceed the estimate only 3,337 />, 
which ought to be allowed. Also, 

Mo. 4. — ^The cooperage was originally intended to be sc|uare, with the workmg shops at 
the outer sides of the quadrangle ; by the present plan it is increased one-fifth in the outer 
quadrangle ; and there is besides a ceuitre detached fire-proof building for the working 
snops, with lofts over, which render it much more commodious and safe, in point of fact 
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doubly so; yet even with these additions there will be a saving of 3,034 2. vpon the 
origiiud estimate. 

No. 5. — ^The Melville store vnll be 400/. below the estimate. 

No. 6. — ^The flour-mill and bakervi including machinery, will amount to 86,49a/., being 
30,13a/. more than the estimate : this arises from two bread or dry stores, 137 feet long 
and 50 feet wide, and three floors each, and the centre granaries navin^ been added to 
this buiklingy amountiiig to 18^94/.; aiid from the use of baking machinery, amoimting 
to 6,880/., whidi was not known at the time when the original estimate was amde« If the 
additions occasioned by these, amounting in all to 25,274/., be added to the original 
estimate, the actual excess ujpon this builaing will be only 4^58 /., which is trifling, com- 
pared with the present superior and economical arrangement of these buildings. 

Nos. 7 & 8. The entrance, slaughter-house, porter's lodge, are all now in one range 
of buildings, and as they are more extended tnan the plan of 1824, a second additional 
estimate was made for the present design, previous to its commencement, amounting to 
3,66g /., and the actual cost will come extremely near to this. 

No. 9. The main sewer exceeds, by 814 /., the original estimate, which is caused by the 
extension of the premises to the noithward, as before-mentioned. 

No. 10. The reservoirs and pipes; upon these there is an excess upon the original 
estimate of 2,335/., but as there was a subsequent estimate of the 31st of July 1826; 
amounting to 2,214/. ^^^ paving the bottom of the reservoirs, the actual excess is 
only 121 r 

No. 11. Upon the boundary wall there is a saving of 1,283 '• 

No. 12. Upon the officers' houses there will be a saving of 1449 /. 

No. 13. Upon the cranes there will be a saving of 2,438 /. 

The subsequent works^ 3, 4, 6, 8, 9, 10, were never estimated. No. 5 and 7 were 
estimated. 

TSo. 5, For.the tunnel, and landins-place in Firestone Bay ; has been only half completed, 
and the remainder will be done wi£in the estimate. 

No. 7. For Qaience Sturs; has cost 182 /. less than the estimate, and by No. 4, the waU 
in Firestone Bay, an addition of full one acre of ground has been gained, besides making 
the estabhshment more secure and complete in every respect. 

Taking, therefore, the whole of the original estimates according to the year 1824, 
amounting to 308410 /., and adding, lastly, the amount of the works subsequently esti- 
mated, makes a total of 3319362/* 

The actual cost of those completed will amount to 3759615 /., leaving an apparent excess 
of 44,253/.; but as the basin and wharfs, the brewery, the flour-mill and bakery, the 
cooperage and long stores, have been greatly enlarged with additions, as previously ex- 
plained, amounting to 52496 /., credit to this amount should be given to the original 
estimate, making an actual saving upon the estimates of 8,243 /• 

The original estimate for removing the rock was 20,000 /., but by the arrangements made 
with the contractor it has only cost 16,898/. 

The additional estimate for paving the yard, amounting to 7,568 /., was not orignally 
contemplated, because the surface of the yard being rock was considered sufficient 
without. 

The estimate of 4,60a/. * for bells, additional service pipes and hoses, interior fitting of 
stores, wardens' boxes, lamps, posts, hand-carts, boat-stages and fire-engines, could not 
be supposed to have been incluaed in the original estimate, because it was generally con- 
sidered that you would provide these articles yourselves after the establisment had been 
in operation, or that the old ones would come in for that purpose, as it was quite imppssi-^ 
ble, at that early period, to predict what would be necessary in this respect, the more so as 
fhe mode of doing business is continually improving. 

. Taking, therefore, from the above statement a complete review of the establishment, the 
following facts, I trust, have been made out. 

Pint.— The total cpst of the buildings, machinery, wharfs, basins and store-fittings, will 
be 400,399 /. 

• Secondly. — ^The sum already expended amounts to 294,145/., and the sum required to 
complete* the whole amounts to 106,254 /., and of this latter nearly ^1 could be expended 
during the ensuing year ; but if required 78,000 /., or even 68,000 /., would suffice. 

Thirdly. — ^That the original Estimates have been found unusually correct, and taking 
them together there has been a saving of 8,243 /. 

Fourthly. — The only saving that could now be made would be 5,500 /. for the paving ; 
9,000/. for fixing the steam-engines and machinery of the flour-mill ; 3,800/. for fixintc 
that of the bakehouse, and 1,500 /. for that of the brewhouse, in all amounting to 19,800 /. 
Without the paving the facility of transporting provisions and stores would not be so com- 
plete. 



* To prevent error, I have included in the estimate to complete 11,96^6/. for contingencies and 
fncidental expenses, which brings the actual cost extremely near to the estimate. 
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plete, and consequently economical, and the machinerjr would never be presenred so well 
as if fixed in its place, and would hereafter, if required, be attended with additional 
expense ; I could not recommend, therefore, except as a matter of absolute necessity, that 
the execution of the above Works should be deferred because the great advantage of 
having the whole establishment finished off at once, and ready in case of any emergency, 
would more than counterbalance the saving that would be made by deferring them. 

• The above statement will, I trust, appear satisfactory to your Honourable Board, although 
in consequence of the contractors not having delivered in all their accounts, I have not 
been able to finish it quite so correctly as I otherwise should have done ; nevertheless, I con- 
fidently trust that it will be found correct upon the aggregate ; and when the very great ad- 
ditions which have been made in almost every department, and the very superior accommo- 
dation which has been given are fiiidy considerea, I trust it will be allowed that the public 
have received the full value of the sums expended. 

I have the honour to be, Sec, 

John Renmt. 

P. S. — I have said nothing about the cost of the ground, because I had nothing to do 
with it; and of the total sum above given, should be the 6,659/. already paid towards inci- 
dental expenses and never estimated. 



— No. 23.—^ 

COPY of Letter from the Admiralty to the Victualling Board. 

Gentlemen, Admiralty Office, 16th January 1832. 

HAVING laid before my liOrds Commissioners of the Admiralty jour letter of the 
gtfa instant, relative to the expense of completing the works at CremilC 1 am commanded 
by their Lordships to signify their direction to you to state what part of the payment of 
the additional 41,792 2. may be postponed to the year 1833, provided, ^eir Lordships 
should determine to order the whole of the works to be finished before April 1833; 
whether the amount of Mr. Ronnie's bill for the machinery may not form a part of the 
sum to be so postponed, and what the whole charge of that machinery amounts to. 

I am, gentlemen, your most humble servant, . 

John Barrow, 



— No. 24.— 

COPY of Letter from the Victualling Board to the Admiralty. 

Sir, Victualling Office, 19th January 183a. 

Mb. Babrow having by his letter of the 16th instant signified to us the direction of the 
RigBt honourable the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty that we should state what 
part of the payment of the additional 41,792/. for the completion of the works at Cremill, 
contemplated in our letter of the 5th instant, may be postponed to the year 1833, provided 
their Lordships should determine to order the whole of the works to be finished before 
April 1833; whether the amount of Mr. Rennie's bill for the machinerv may not form 
a part of the sum to be so postponed, and what the whole charge of that machinery 
amounts to. 

We request you will be pleased, in reply thereto, to acquaint their Lordships, that con- 
ceiving from the nature of the engagements with Mr. M^ntosh, the contractor for the 
buildings, and with Mr. Rennie for the machinery, that it would not be possible to require 
them to execute the whole of the works at Cremill, and postpone pa3rment for the same till 
a subsequent period, and that such a course could only be adopted by arrangement with 
the parties, we thought it right to confer personally with those gentlemen on the subject 
before we replied to their Lordships' inquiries; accordingly Mr. M'Intosh attendedf us 
yesterday, and upon our having put the question to him, whether, if their Lordships were 
to order the whole of the works included in his several contracts to be completed before 
1st April 1833, he would allow part of the payments for the same, and if so, to what 
amount, to stand over till the year 1833 ; he stated that if bills could be granted to him 
bearing interest for the amount of the payments which might be wished to be deferred, so 
as to fall due in the year 1833, he would endeavour to meet the Board's wishes ; but in the 
absence 6f information as to the total amount which would be held over, he could not con- 
sent 
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sent to make any positive engagement at this distance of time which would be in departure 
from the conditions of his contract. Mr. M'Intosh also observed that the prices of part of 
his present contracts were made on the express condition that plans were inmiediately 
furnished, and that the works should proceed as expeditiously as possible, and that if any 
delay was now ordered, he considered that he would be entitled to the 2 | per cent which 
was to be abated from the prices arranged between him and Sir John Rennie. The works 
thus alluded to are the 

Cooperage, Entrance Gates, 

Mill, Slaughter-house, 

Bakehouse, Houses for Porter, &c. &c. 

Officers' Houses, Tunnel. 

Mr. George Rennie having subsequently been called before us, stated that he had already 
paid out of pocket 29,000/. for endues and machinery for Cremill, of which 12,000/. only 
nas been advanced to him ; and that he expects a payment to the extent of 14,000 /. or 
I69OO0/. on account of part of this machinery forthwith on its delivery, and that if the 
Board would sJlow him bills bearing interest for the remainder of the sum which might not 
be paid as the machinery is delivered and works completed, he would agree to postpone 
receiving it till after April 1833. Mr. Rennie however added that 8,000/. or 9,000 /. of tjhe 
sums which would be payable to him, namely, for fitting up the machinery, would probably 
at all events not be payable to him till after April 1833. Mr. Rennie and Mr. M'Intosh 
both stated that if the arrangement of paying them by bills of distant date were adopted, 
they should expect the bills to bear interest at the rate of 4 per cent, per annum. 

Having thus ascertained the expectations of Mr. M'Intosh and Mr. Rennie, we feel 
bound to state that, under the arrangement made with the^ former for the completion of 
the buildings, in pursuance of the directions of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, 
signified in Mr. parrow's letter of the 16th September 1830, in reply to our letter of the 
30th Aueust, we do not conceive that we could in justice delay the erection of the buildings 
beyond the periods fixed for their cbmpletion by the several contracts, viz. 31st October and 
31st December 1832 ; nor, if the works proceed, could we depart from the conditions of 
the contract with regard to payments for them ; and that if we did delay the payments, we 
should, besides endangering the responsibility which the contractor is under to us by violating 
its conditions, at all events give him a clear right to the addtion of 2 | per cent, to his prices, 
irhich abatement was made on the condition of being allowed to proceed expeditiously 
with the buildings. With regard to Mr. George Rennie's account for machinery, we like- 
wise consider that we could not depart with justice from the established mode of paying him 
as the machinery is delivered and work executed, according to usual and former practice. 
- For these reasons we are of opinion that if the whole of the works at Cremill are to be 
completed in the ensuing year, they must be paid for, when measured and certified, by 
r^Mly-money bills as usual, or (as matter of arrangement with the parties) by bills at 
distant dates. But we think it probable that, with every exertion to complete the works 
in the year, some part of the additional sum of 41,792/. might not be payable before the 
31st of March 1833, namely, about 8,000 /. or 9,000 /. in Mr. Rennie's clepartment, and 
about 10,000/. in Mr. Mcintosh's, for paving the yard, and pipes, lamps, &c. 

In conclusion, and in reply to the last paragraph of Mr. Barrow's letter, inquiring the 
total charge for the machinery, we beg to re-state that there has already been paid on 
account 12,000/., and that the estimated amount of the sum which will be payable for the 
remainder of the engines and machinery, and fitting the same, is 40,050/., making the total 
amount 52,050/. ; but we beg to observe that as this is an estimate only, the actual cost 
may either exceed or fall short of the said amount. 

We are. Sir, your most humble servants, 

G. A. Chetwynd Stapylton. 
F. Edgcombe. 
James Meek, 



— No. 25.— 

COPY of Letter from the Admiralty to Victualling Board. 

Gentlemen, Admiralty Office, 20th January 1832. 

IN reply to your letter of the 19th instant, on the subject of the completion of the works 
at Cremill, I am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to acquaint 
you that their Lordships intend to take a Vote for the present year of 80,000 /., and for 
the year 1833 of 30,000/., which they trust will more than cover the whole expense. 

I am. Gentlemen, 

Your very humble servant, 

John Barrow. 
«72. I 2 
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— No. 26.— 

COPY of a Letter from Mr. Barrow to Commissioner Briggs. 

My dear Sir, Admiralty, 2d February 1832. 

Sir Jamss wishes you would put 50,000 /. (instead of 25,000/.) for this quarter, if the 
balance will bear it, and 60,000/. for the next year, which will complete the 110,000/. 

Your's, 8cc. 

John Barrow. 

(Copy) 

M. Waller CKfton. 



— No. «7.— 

MINUTE of the Lords of the Treasury, 13th March 1818. 

THE Earl of Liverpool states to the Board that his Royal Highness the Prince Regent 
has signified bis pleasure that the warrant under his Koyal Hiehness's sign manval, 
-dated the 4th August 1817, addressed to the Earl of Mulgrave, Master-General of the 
Ordnance, for regulating the Ordnance department, should be no longer in force.. 

And mv Lords having hereupon under their consideration the ohaenratioiis in the 4th 
and 6th Reports of the Committee of Finance, with respect to the control to be exercbed 
by this Board over the expenditure of the Admiralty and Ordnance departments: 

The Earl of Liverpool communicates to the Board a Memorandum which has been ^^ireed 
upon. by his I/)rd8hip, in concert with the Chancellor of the Exchequer, with theFirst 
Lord of the Admiralty and the Master-General of the Ordnance respectively, for regulat- 
ing the mode of proceeding and of communication to be observed with respect to their 
departments, in matters connected with the annual estimates and such headaof expenditnie 
as are therein referred to. 

My Lord read the said Memorandum, which is as fbllows, viz. 

With a view to carry into effect the recommendations of the Finance Committee in their 
4tb and 6th Reports, ** that no department of large expenditure ought ever to be placed 
beyond the controlling superintendence of the Board of Treasury,** and to estabhsh an 
uniform mode of communication by which the Admiralty and the Ordnance (the two great 
departments specially referred to in those Reports) may hereafter bring under the official 
cognizance of th^ Treasury ; ist, their estimates for the service of the year purposed to be 
submitted to Parliament ; 2dly, any extraordinary expenses for new works, which upon an 
emergency may be deemed necessary within the year, although not included in the esti- 
mates ; and sdly, any proposition for a new salary, or further increase of any existiitg 
salary, or for the grant of any gratuity or pension for good services, or of superannuation 
or other allowances (except sucii as the parties applying for the same may be entitled to 
under any Act of Parliament or Order of Council now in force or hereafter to be esta- 
blished), it is now proposed that the Board of Admiralty should on or before the 24th De- 
cember in each year, officially trant^mit to the Board of Treasury an estimate in which the 
expense of all new proposed workb in the dock yards or victualling yards, or on account of 
any new buildings, or of any expensive repairs, where the expense should be estimated at 
5,000/. or upwards, should be distinctly stated, and should be accompanied by such obser- 
vations or remarks as may be deemed important for the information of the Treasury, and 
particularly stating, if possible, the period within which the proposed works are likely to 
be completed, ana specifying distinctly the sums already expended upon each work, the 
sum to be expended within the year, and the sum which will be requisite for the comple- 
tion of the same; upon the receipt of which estimate, the Board of Treasury should take 
the same into their consideration, and signify to the Admiralty their concurrence in or 
dissent from the whole or any part of sucn estimate : and that the estimate to be submit- 
ted to Parliament by the Admiralty should include only such services as have been 
approved by the Treasury ; and in the event of any unforeseen circumstances arising 
betwefen the period of voting the estimates for one year, and that of submittinor the esti- 
mates of the year ensuing, which may in the opinion of the Board of Admiralty render it 
absolutely necessary to undertake any works or repairs not before contemplated, and 
exceeding the above sum of 5,000 /., the circumstance should be represented to the Trea- 
sury, 
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sury, and their concurrence obtained for inserting the same in the next estimate to be sub- 
mitted to Parliament; and that the Admiralty should not (except under circumstances of 
indispensable necessity) commence any works whatever until provision shall have been 
made by Parliament for defraying the expense ; and should any circumstance occur which 
in the jud^ent of the Board of Admiralty might render the execution of any works for 
which Parliament had not made provision absolutely necessary, an estimate of the expense 
to be incurred for any such work should be transmitted to tne Treasury, and the causes 
which rendered the same necessary should be distinctly represented, and their sanction 
should be obtained previously to the commencement of the work, as well as their autho- 
rity for including the same in the estimates of the ensuing year. With respect to salaries, 
superannuations, &c. (with the exception already stated) (hat the Board of Admiralty 
should in the first instance, and previous to any report to the King in Council, bring under 
the official cognizance of the Treasury everv proposition of this nature, stating the parti- 
culars of the case and the grounds on whicn they intend recommending the same to his 
Majesty in Council; and that in everv memorial to be submitted to his Majesty for 
granting any new salary or increase of salary, or pension or superannuation, the concur- 
rence of the Board of Treasury, and the date of the instrument by which such concurrence 
was communicated, should be recited. 

The same course of proceeding, with respect to estimates and extraordinary works, to be 
observed by the Master-General and Board of Ordnance ; and with respect to warrants 
for granting any new salary or increase of salary, superannuation, pension or gratuity, that 
the same course should be observed as with respect to memorials from the Admiralty to 
the King in Council, for obtaining the previous concurrence of the Treasury, and reciting 
that concurrence in any such warrant to be afterwards submitted to his Majesty by the 
Master-General of the Ordnance. 

In carrying into effect this mode of conducting the official correspondence of the Trea- 
sury with the Board of Admiralty and the department of the Ordnance, it is to be under- 
stood as in no degree interfering witli that unrecorded and confidential intercourse which 
must at all times exist on the part of the First Lord of the Admiralty and the Master- 
General of the Ordnance, witli the First Lord of the Treasury and the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer respectively, on all such plans and measures as either the First Lord of the 
Admiralty or the Master-General of the Ordnance may feel it their duty to bring under 
the consideration of their colleagues in the Cabinet, with a reference to the service of these 
two important departments, connected as that service is with the general interests, the 
foreign policy, and the security and defence of the empire : but in points of detail con- 
nected with the estimates and other arrangements referred to in this Minute, it is sug- 
igested, as well for the facility of explanation as for the saving of time and unnecessary 
correspondence, that it might be expedient to provide that the heads of departments 
under the Admiraltv Board, such as the Treasurer, the Comptroller and the Commissioners 
of the Navy, and the Commissioners of the Victualling Office ; and in the Ordnance, the 
officers of the Board under the Master-General, should be directed to attend the Board of 
Treasury, in case that Board should wish for such information as it uiisht appear to them 
would be more satisfactorily obtained from any of these departments by a verbal commu- 
nication« than hy a written reference to any of the subjects in question. 

The Earl of Liverpool also states to the Board, that his tioyal Highness the Prince 
Regent having approved of the said regulations, it was further agreed between his Lord- 
ship and the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and the First Lord of the Admiralty and the 
Master-General of the Ordnance, that the said Memorandum should be recorded in the 
minutes of the said respective departments, and that directions should be given for the 
punctual observance thereof. 

My Lords are pleased to direct that the said regulations be duly observed in this 
Office. 



— No. 28. — 

COPY of Treasury Minute, dated loth September 1830. 

READ letter from the Secretary to the Admiralty, dated 7th instant, enclosing the copy 
of one from the Victualling Board relative to the works carrying on at Cremill Point, anS 
reqnest'mg their Lordships* decision whether, since, if the remaining works are executed 
now instead of being deferred indefinitely as was intended, a saving of at least 10 /.-per 
cent* on the total cost of what is still unexecuted will be made, the sum of 15,000/. may 
not be inserted in the Navy Estimates for the next year. 

Write to Mr. Barrow, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty^ 
that as it appears, by reason of the present price of materials, that a saving of nearly 
'4,500/. in the expense of these works will be effected by immediately proceeding on them, 
as suggested by tne Commissioners of VictualHng, my Lords approve of a vote of 15,000/. 
for this service being proposed in the next year. 

272. 1 3 
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COPY of a Letter from John Barrow, Esq. to the Honourable J. Stewart. 

Sir, Admiralty Office, 7th September 1830. 

I AM commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to send you herewith 
copy of a letter from the Victualling Board, relative to the works carrying on at Cremill 
Point ; and I am to request you will lay the same before the Lords Commissioners of His 
Majesty's Treasury, and to state that my Lords desire to know whether they concur in the 
view which the Victualling Board have taken of the subject adverted to in the enclosed 
letter; from which it appears^ that if the remaining works at Cremill Point are executed 
now instead of being deferred indefinitely as was mtended, a saving of at least 10 i>er 
cent, on the total cost of what is still unexecuted will be made. The sum inserted in the 
Navy Estimates for this year on account of the works at Cremill Point was 1 0,000 /., and 
it is proposed to insert 15,000/. for next year. 

Their Lordships request an early decision on this matter, for the reason assigned by the 
Victualling Board. 

I am, &c. 

(signed) John Barrow. 



COPY of a Letter from the Victualling Board to the Admiralty. 

Sir, Victualling Office, 30th August 1830. 

WE request you will be pleased to inform the Rieht honourable the Lords Commis- 
sioners of the Admiralty, that we haye lately given orders for proceeding with the erection 
6f the main entrance of the new victualling yard at Cremill Point, the slaughter-house, 
porter's lodge, warden's house and cooperate, and have agreed with Mr M'Intosh for the 
execution oT Uiese works at prices considerably reduced from those of the eariier contracts; 
and that Messrs. Rennie have informed us that Mr. M'Intosh states, that provided he were 
to receive directions within three weeks from the present time for proceeding with the 
building of the flour-mill, the bakehouse, and officers' houses, he would be ready to make 
a further deduction of 2 1 per cent, from those prices. 

" Messrs. Rennie haye also informed us, that in addition thereto, the saving which would 
arise from completing these buildings at once, in economy of labour, professional services, 
taking advantage of the present cheap price of iron, which is upon the rise, and being 
thereby enabled to dispose of and to bring to account the old premises at Plymouth at 
least 18 months earlier than otherwise, would amount to nearly 4,500/., making a total 
savine of 10 per cent., not to mention the immense convenience and economy of having 
the whole establishment completed and at work so much the earlier; and under all these 
circumstances they have strongly recommended that these buildings be ordered to be put 
in hand without further delay, and that Mr. Mcintosh's offer be accepted. 

We therefore feel it to be our duty, as well for the sake of economy as for more speedily 
placing our department at Plymouth in a state of efficiency, most earnestly to recommend 
to their Lordships that we may be authorized immediately to proceed with the erection of 
the flour-mill, bakehouse, and officers' houses, at Cremill, agreeably to Mr. Rennie's pro- 
posal; and we bee leave to add, that if their Lordships should be pleased to consent 
thereto, we should propose that 15,000/. be inserted on the estimates for the ensuing 
year, on account of new works at Cremill, which would leave only 25,000/. to be provided 
m subsequent years for the completion of the whole of the buildings, &c. of the yard, so 
as to place it in a complete state of efficiency as a victualling establishment. 

We are, 8cc. 
(signed) G. A. Chetwynd Stapylton. 

The Right hon. J. W. Croker. JF. Edgcombe. 



— No. 29.— 

DRAFT of proposed Minute, referred to in Mr. Clifton's Evidence. 

THE Board intending to refer the bills of Messrs. Rennie, for cranes, steam engines and 
machinery at Cremill, for the examination of the Surveyor of Navai Buildings, and to 
Mr. Goodrich, Mr. Kingston, or some other competent mechanist, in the same manner as 
the bills for the machinery of the mills at Deptford and Weevil were examined, and 
according to their intention expressed in their letter to the Admiralty of the 3d December 
last; and the Board not being able to cause that examination to be made till the arrival at 
Cremill of the whole of the machinery charged in the bills now delivered, when the persons 
above mentioned will be directed to proceed thither and make their examination on the 
spot, cannot pay Messrs. Rennie the amount of their account at present. 
21 February 1832. 
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— No. SO.— 



AN ABSTRACT of the geveral QuantitieB of Machinery suppb'ed^ under the direction of 
the Victualling Board, by Messrs. John and George Rennie, for the use of the Public 
Service, since 1823, for Deptford, Portsmouth, Weevil, Cremill^ and all other Places; 
stating whether they were supplied by Public or Private Contract. 



For the Cobn Mill at Deptfobd, in 1827, 1828 and 1829. 



Corn-mill machinery, binns and hoppers, tackle, hatchways, and fitting 
up the interior of the building ....... 

Steam-engines and putting up, fitting up engine-house, with sundry 
pipes, cocks, sluices, valves, &c. ....... 

Sunaries appertaining to the above - - - . - 

£. 



£. f. d. 

24,696 17 1 

9,223 - 8 

646 11 5 



34*566 9 2 



For Machinery at Weevil. 

Machinery for the corn-mill -..-.--. 
Steam-engine, pipes, engine-house sluices, cocks, &c. for the corn-mill, 
and for the supply of water to the reservoir - • . . . 
Sundries for ^neral purposes --.---.. 
Baking machmery ----..--.- 
Mashmg machine for the brewhouse -----.. 

£. 



£. s. d. 

12,741 10 2 

6,484 3 « 

676 16 II 

7,160 17 4 

690 - - 



26,642 7 7 



Machinery for Cremill. 



22 warehouse cranes - 
6 five-ton cranes 
2 - - ditto - - - 
Part of machinery for corn-mill 
2 steam-engines for ditto 
Steam-engine for brewhouse 
Part of machinery for ditto 
Steam-engine for bakehouse 



The above bills for 22486 /. 65. 11 d. are now in the office, but cannot be examined till 
the arrival of the machinery now on its passage. The sum of 12,000/. was advanced to 
Messrs. Rennie thereon; viz. 6,000/. on 29 December 1830, and 6,000/. on 11 July 1831. 

The whole of the machinery enumerated in this Account was ordered to be supplied by 
the Board, and no contract was entered into for the same. 



- 


£. $. d. 
2,300 3 6 
2,101 15 10 

676 11 7 

8,033 »« 3 
4.694 6 - 
1,600 4 3 
3^16 4 9 
664 9 9 


/. 


22,486 6 11 



Victualling Office,! 
6 March 1832. J 



John T. Briggs. 
T. Edgcombe. 
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WESTMIKSTER IMPROVEMENT. 



REPORT. 



The select COMMITTEE appointed to inquire into the most economical 
and eligible mode of improving the Approaches to the Houses of Parliament and 
to the Courts of Law ; and also of improving the immediate Neighbourhood 
of Buckingham Palace ; and who were empowered to report their Observations 
thereupon from time to time to The House ; — Have agreed to the following 
REPORT: 

YOUR COMMITTEE have received such evidence of the low situation of the 
Land, and the condition of the Buildings, between the Houses of Parliament, 
the Courts of Law, and Buckin^m Palace, as leaves no doubt upon their mind 
that it is essentially necessary to the salubrity of that part of the Metropolis, that 
immediate steps should be taken to remedy evils, the existence of which cannot be 
disputed ; and Your Committee are now considering the probable cost to the Public, 
of a Plan which has been laid before them by their Chairman, to improve the 
Salubrity of that part of the Metropolis, the Approaches to the Houses of Parliament 
and the immediate Neighbourhood of Buckingham Palace* 

Your Committee having been informed that it is the intention of Government to 
propose to The House the erection of Barracks in the Bird Cage Walk, consider 
it to be their duty to state to The House their deliberate opinion, that if such 
intention be persisted in, it will be impossible to. improve the Neighbourhood of 
Buckingham Palace without a much greater expenditure of Public Money than is 
contemplated in the Plan now under the consideration of Your Committee. 

Your Committee have less reluctance in expressing this opinion, as it appears to 
them that it would be very easy to find a situation for Barracks in every respect as 
advantageous as the one proposed in the Bird Cage Walk. 



29 June 1832. 
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REPORT 



FROM 



SELECT COMMITTEE 



OK THB 



IMPROVEMENTS OF WESTMINSTER: 



WITH 



THE MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 



Ordered, by Ttie House of Commoas, to be Prinied, 
iS July 1832. 
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Mercurii, 6** die Juniiy 1832. 



Ordered, 

That a Select Committee be appointed to inquire into the most economical and 
eligible mode of improving the Approaches to the Houses of Parliament and to the 
Courts of Law ; and also of improving the immediate Neighbourhood of Buckingham 
Palace ; and to report their Observations thereupon to The House: — And a Committee is 
appointed of 



Mr. Rigby Wason. 

Sir Francis Burdett, Bart. 

Sir John Hobhouse^ Bart. 

Lord Viscount Duncannon. 

Sir Robert Peel, Bart 

Sir Robert Harry Inglis, Bart. 

Sir Henry Hardinge. 

Mr. Lamb. 

Mr. Littleton. 

Mr» Warre. 

Mr. THenry Lowther. 



Mr. Lefcvre. 
Mr. George Vernon. 
Mr. Henry Baring. 
Mr. Hume. 
Mr. Pendarves. 
Mr. Frankland Lewis. 
Mr. Ashley. 
Sir Edward Cust. 
Lord Nugent. 
: Mr. .^(Vlf^s WiUifiii(is 
Mr. Lennard. 



And they are to meet To-morrow, in The Speaker's Chamber^ and have power to send 
for Persons, Papers and Records. 

Ordered, That Five be the Quorum of the Committee. 
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R E P O R T. 



tHEsfiLECT Committee app^^^ into the most* 

economical and eligible mode of improving the Approaches to the* 
HousES^ OF Parliament arid to the Courts qf Law; and also of 
improving the immediate Neighbourhood of BucKtNGfiAM Palace i 
and who were empowered to report their Obser\'ations thereupon' 
from time to time to The House, together with the Minutes of 
Evidence taken before them : — Have further considered the matters' 
to them referred, and agr^eed to the following Report : . . ; ; i 



THE attention of Your Committee has be^n directed to the prgetica- 
bility, the advantages, and the probable costs to the Public, of a Plaa 
submitted to them by theii: Chairman,,, for the purpose, of accomplishing 
the objects referred to them ; comprehending, indeed, another oJf far greater 
importance, indirectly connected therewith ; an object,, the attainment of 
which would also most materially . conduce to the health of those who 
reside in that part of the Metropolis, 

Upon this subject Your Committee request the most serious attention of 
the House, and of the Grovernment, to a Report made on the 6th of 
December last, by the Local Board of Health, of the united Parishe3 of 
St. Margaret and St. John, which leaves no doubt of the deplorable 
stale of this part of the Metropolis, with regard to the want of any effec- 
tual Sewerage, and the dreadful results which must inevitably occur from 
the pestilential and unwholesome state of the atmosphere in that neigh- 
bourhood. Your Committee also refer to the Evidence of the Surveyor 
to the Commissioners of Sewers, who, with twenty-two years experience 
on this subject, declared that it was impossible to afford any adequate 
remedy in the present state of the Houses and Buildings, but that it would 
be very easy to do so, if improvements of the character tx)ntemplated by 
Your Committee were carried into effect. 

Your Committee have carefully examined this Plan with reference to 
the following questions: — 1st. Whether it would furnish an effectual 
sewerage for the greatest extent of ground ; — 2d. Whether it be the most 
economical and the most eligible Plan which could be devised for im- 
proving the Approaches to the Houses of Parliament and Courts of Law ; 
and also of improving the immediate Neighbourhood of Buckingham 
Palace. And Your Committee are of opinion, that the Plan under con- 
sideration, extensive as it undoubtedly appears, is the most economical 
and the most eligible which can be devised for accomplishing these objects ; 
and they believe it to be as capable of positive proof as the nature of the 
(iase will admit, that if such Plan were carried into effect in the manner 
most advantageous to the Public, and with the least inconvenience to the 

614. A 2 inhabitants. 
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4 REPORT FROM SELECT COMMITTEE 

inhabitants, the expense to the Public would be perfectly inconsiderable, 
in comparison to the advantages which would be obtained. 

Your Comsdittee are of opinion that the expense of improving the part 
coloured blue on the Plan, as being more essential in reference to Buckmg-^ 
ham Palace, ought to be defrayed by His Majesty's Commissioners of 
Woods, Forests and Land Revenues, by the sale of such Crown Property 
as may be considered most advisable ; for while Your Committee acknow- 
ledge that the Crown Lands, are to be considered and treated as private 
property, they are unable to discover any reason why a principle which is 
repeatedly acted upon by the Court of Chancery with respect to the 
estates of infants and tenants for life, might not be applied to the Crown 
Property ; viz. that a portion may be sold for the purpose of effecting an 
improvement decidedly beneficial to its present and future occupiers, 
although disadvantageous in a pecuniary point of view. 

Your Committee cannot refrain from again expressing th^r decided 
opinion, that if the intention of the Government to erect Barracks in the 
Bird Cage Walk be persisted in, it will be impossible to attain the objects 
referred to Your Committee without a much larger expenditure of money 
than the execution of the Plan under the consideration of Your Committee 
would require. 

Your Committee trust that it is unnecessary for them to declare that 
they are deeply impressed with the absolute necessity of enforcing all due 
economy in every department of the State ; and they are of opinion that 
the adoption of tnis Plan of Improvement will, upon examination, be found 
perfectly consistent with the strictest economy which ought to be practised 
by an enlightened and liberal Qovernment. 

Your Committee, therefore, strongly recommend to The House and the 
Government the adoption of this rlan, as being, in their opinion, of 
essential importance to the salubrity of this part of the Metrop9lis» as, 
materially improving the Approaches to the Houses of Parhament and 
Courts of Law ; and as rendering the immediate neighbourhood of the 
Palace befitting the station of its illustrious inmates. 



IB Juiy 1832. 
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ON THE IMPROVEMENTS OF WESTMINSTER. 



MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 



Lunae, 25** die Junii, 1833. 
Mr. John Dcwley - - - " ?• 5 
John Letsom Elliott, Esq. - - p. 6 



LIST. 

Jovis, 28* die Junii, 1832. 
Thomas Cubitt, Esq. 



Meicurii, 4** die Julii, 1832. 
Mr. fVUtiam Bardwell * 



p. 8 
p« It 



LttiMP, 25* die JuniU 1832. 



RIGBY WASON, ESQUIRE, 



IN THE CHAIR. 



[Rigbjf 1Va9onj Esq. produced to the Committee three Plans, marked (A.) 
(B.) & (C.), as containing a Plan and details of the Improvements which he 
considered it would be desirable to execute, and to which he requested thei|r 
attention.] 

Mr. John Dowieyy called in ; and Ei^amined* 

1. A RE you the surveyor of sewers appointed under the Commissioners?—- 
jl\ Yes, for Westminster. 

2. Have you any Map, showing the level of high water, as compared with several 
streets and lanes in the line of improvement?- -There are several sections. 
[Handing them in.] 

3. One part of the land through which the improvement will go is. seven feet 
below the level of high water, is it not ? — Yes, seven feet one inch. 

4. A great part of the line of the projected street is at the level of high water^ 
and some below it? — Yes. 

5. And it is seven feet in the lowest part below the level ? — Yes, the level of 
Millbank^ in front of the Penitentiary, is high water, as nearly as possible* 

6. Do you know how much they have had to raise the ground to obtain an 
effectual sewer at the new prison ? — I suppose 10 or 11 feet. 

7. How high is it necessary for a street to be above the level of high water to 
have an effectual drainage? — If the street be four or five feet above the level, the 
drainage would be excellent ; this would allow two or three steps to the houses. 

8. You have seen this Plan before? — [The Plan marked (A.)]— Yes. 

9. What height do you think it would be necessary to raise the line of the 
intended street? — At the lowest part I should say ten or eleven feet. 

10. That, of course, would be different in different places? — Yes; in some parts 
four or five feet would be sufficient. 

n. Is it possible to raise the ground to that height, in the present state of the 
houses and streets and lanes? — No, not to that extent. 

1 2. It is not possible j in fact, you bury part of the houses ? — Yes. 

1 3. Would there be any difficulty in obtaining sufficient rubbish to fill up the 
ground of the new street to the extent you have mentioned ? — No, I should think not. 

14. You have a general knowledge of the description of property through which 
this intended street will pass ? — Yes. 

15. What description is it? — ^There are some of the very lowest description of 
houses about the Almonry, the eastern part. 

16. Up towards James-street it is better? — Yes, to the west it is. 

1 7. You have stated to the Committee that it would be possible to raise the level 
ef the proposed street so much as to ensure an easy discharge by sewers, in respect 
to the immediate line of such street ? — Yes. 

614. A3 18. How 
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Mr. 1 8. How far would such increase of the level of that street affect the sewerage 

John Dtmktf. adjacent to such line, particularly in parts where the proposed street would actually 

- cross the existing sewers? — There should be built a complete sewer for the new 

^i83«T* Street, not torching on these at all ; those would he destroyed, of course, referring 

more immediately to the sewers in the eastern division by the Almonry. 

1 9. Into what main sewer do you propose that the sewers throughout the line of 
the proposed street should be carried ?~Into the King's scholar's pond, over which 
crosses the intended street to the west. 

20. Po ypu propose that all the sewers in the proposed liqe -of street, should be 
.ir^rried in that direction ? — Yes. 

21. In reference to your answer to the t)uestion in which you state, that the 
sewers of the new street would be carried over the sewers of the existing street, 
have you made sufficient allowance, in giving that answer, for the increased eleva- 
tion of the level of the proposed street ? — Not exactly ; because all this part of the 
sewer to the east would be abandoned and destroyed ; by the new sewer passing 
that way, these would become useless. . 

22. Then where would the sewerage be of Tothill-street ? — That would remain 
as it does at present, flowing into the main sewer now running through the Broad 
Sanctuary. 

23. Then you would have these severs turn, and go through New Tothill-street ? 
— Yes ; in fact, the greater part of those is not worth the name of a sewer ; they 
would be diverted. 

24. How many years have you been acquainted with the sewers ? — Twenty-two 
y^ars. _ ^ 

• 25. Are you aware that any great inconvenience has occurred to the neighbour- 
hood ? — Yes, frequently ; five or six times every summer the whole neighboui-hood 
is under water, flooded. 

26. That you know of your own knowledge ? — Yes ; the sewer to the westward 
is very defective. 

27. About James-street ? — James-street hardly, in fact, has any sewage j they 
pump it from cess-pools into the street from different places. ' ' '• - •• 

28. Thev pump it at the back ? — Yes, to Palace-street. 

John Letsom Elliottj Esq. called in ; and Examined. 

fohnL^Uott. 29. YOU have seen this Plan, marked (A.) ?-^Yes. 

30. And you are the possessor of the land marked " Elliott's Ground," on thfe 
Plan, No. 3 ?— Yes, the Plan, No. 3. 

31. Now, in the event of the Government taking on themselves to^make the pro- 
posed street within a proper time, and agreeably to your own wishes, are you pn:e- 
pared ta say whether you would give to the Public the line of street which would 
be required, you keeping the frontage to the south? — I do not think that we should 
))ave the highest objection to that ; provided the line of street did not interfere with 
the bcewery itself. 

32. The brewery would be then to the north? — Yes. My answer with regard 
to the street, is entirely relative to the convenience of pur carrying on our business. 
.33. That is to say^ if they were to touch any part of the brewhouse^ you would 
insist on their taking the whole of it ? — Yes.. 

. 34. Then which side of the line of the street is your own house ?— To the north. 

35. So that that would be left equally? — Yes. 
' i^. Of course your statement now, is upon the supposition that that line is not 
to be deviated from ; if they were to go further than that, they would come in 
inmiediately on the pleasure-ground before your, house, which you do not wish to 
have tpuched ?-r-. Yes. But I am not prepared to say that this line is at present 
convenient for our brewery ; it cannot go further north certainly. . . • ' 

37. Whatever may be the present line, they must not go an inch further north ? 
—Certainly not. 

'. 38* And further south would be more convenient to you?-— Much, more con- 
venient; indeed I am afraid it would be impossibly for the road to .go to /the 
north of this; which is our reservoir for the water for the purpose of brewing.— 
[Pointing to a Plan^ which the Witness produced.] 

39. Supposing the street to leave the reservoir to the north, you would have^ na 
objection that the line of street passing your land, should cost the public notfaingf 
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you keeping the frontage to the south? — Of course we arQ to be at no expense in ^^^ ^- ^iotif 
making the road. ^^' 

40. No, nor sewerage ; you only say that the land shall cost the public nothing ; ' ' 
you devote to the public this land in consequence of the benefit you derive from the ^^832!^' 
land to the south? — I do not think there will be any objection ; I answer only for 

myself; I have a partner, but I do not think there will be any objection. 

41. In reference to the Plan (A,), will you be so good as to look at the position 
of your brewery, and state to the Committee whether there be any objection, in 
your judgment, to changing the line of the proposed street from its present direction, 
namely, m)m the south of your brewery to the north of the same ; any objection 
connected with your business and your property? — Yes, considerable; because all 
our storehouses are here. 

42. These are absolutely essential to carrying on your business ? — ^Yes. 

43. You have stated that the storehouses to the north of your present brewhouse, 
in the Plan which you have produced to the Committee, are essential to you in 
your business ?— Yes. 

44* Would it be possible, consistently with a due regard to your own interest, to 
give any portion pf those storehouses, particularly in the northern angle ? — We 
could not conveniently, as the whole of them fire occupied. 

45. To whom belong the houses on the;south side of Palace^street? — I'^ut pot 
iLWa're; but to differentproprietors, I believe* ' . 

46. Do any belong to your firm?-:-One, but not freehold. 

[The fVitness unthdrew.] 

Rigby JVasoHj Esq. the Chairman, drew the attentioa of the Committee to 
thie Plan marked (B.) of the property from 'Lower Grosvenor-place to the 
Eastern side of Saint Margaret's Church, such Plan being in nine differeirt 
allotments, according to the respective properties, No. 1, belonging to the 
Marquis of Westminster, the leases of which will expire next year ; No. 13. 
consisting of Brewer-street and the houses north and south, belonging' to 
different people ; No. 3; belonging to Mr. Elliott; No. 4. belonging to ih^ 
Commissioners for building New Prison ; No. 5. belonging to the Trustees of 
Emanuers Charity; No. 6. belonging to the Trustees of Palmer's Village? 
Nd. 7. eight cottages and building; No. 8. belonging to the Trustees of 
Palmer^s Charity ; and No. ^. Saint Margaret's Chapel. The calculation is 
that this part would cost the public 80,000 /. 

Hie calculation upon which the value of the land in the new street is made 
is, that it would be worth 2 /. per foot frontage, and that such ground rent is 
worth 27 years purchase. In this part of the street there will be at the 
disposal of the Public about 4,000 feet of front land, and this at 2/. a foot; 
and that valued at 27 years purchase, would produce 216,000/. ; the expense 
of the land and houses being 80,000/. would leave a surplus of 136,000/. ap* 
plicable to the remaining^ part of the street, which, being more thickly studded 
with buildings, would be more expensive. 
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Jovisj 28* die Junii, 1832. 



RIGBY WASON, ESQUIRE, 



IN THE CHAIR. 



Thomas Cubitt, Esq. called in ; and Examined. 

Thomas Cubitt, 47- YOU have seen this Plan marked (A.)? — I have. 

Esq. 48. What is your opinion of the probable value of the land, supposing the whole 

plan was carried into execution, the street and the Aree squares ?— rl thmk if;the 

s8 June, communication were made open to the public quite through, so that they might see 

*^^** the extent of space to be given up for the road, and the ground cleared all through, 

that it might be clearly understood, and well seen before any ground was offered in 

the market, it would be likely to fetch from 3/. to 4/. per foot That is my opinion ; 

of course my opinion is quite speculative. 

49* TTiat would partly arise, perhaps, from whether the street was very wide ? — 
yes. 

50. You think if the street was very wide that it would be more valuable as to the 
ground rent? — I should think myself it would be of much more value if the street 
was wide. If it was my land, and I was going to operate up it as a speculation, 
1 should give 120 feet 

51. Supposing the street alone were to be carried into execution, and this land 
carried into the street, and the Park remain as it is, what then would be the value of 
the land in the street ?— Probably not more than half what it would be. 

52. If these squares had not an open communication with the Park, would it not 
render the bouses comparatively of little value ?— The houses in the squares would 
be of much less value. It would increase the value of the bouses in the squares 
very much by being open to the Park. I should rather say it would be turned to 
a greater account if there was one of the blocks of buildings thrown out altogether; 
and I think two squares would be much more profitable than three. 

53. What do you say with regard to the size of the squares ? — I should think 
they are hot larger than they should be in London, connected with the Park as they 
will be. 

54. Do you happen to know that each of those squares is double the width of 
Bryanstone-square ? — Yes. 

55. What description of inhabitants is the ground occupied by on the Plan 
marked (A.), from the Almonry to the western end of Palmer's Village ? — It is occu- 
pied by the worst possible description of inhabitants ; the land is exceedingly badly 
drained, or rather not drained ; and there being no proper outlets generally for the 
water, a great deal of the bad air must pass off by evaporation, there are no means 
of its going under ground. 

56. Is there a great deal of stagnant water there ? — Yes, the houses being drained 
into cesspools, principally. 

57. Does it lay very low in that part ?— I think it does ; I am not certain as to 
the levels, but there are many parts of London, though they lay high, are very badly 
drained, for want of a proper communication one part with the other. 

58. Do you consider it absolutely necessary that the whole plan should be carried 
into execution at once, to render the property of the value you have stated to the 
Committee ? — Yes, I should consider so. My estimate is founded upon the whole 
street being opened first. 

59. You would not have the squares opened at the same time as the street ? — 
Yes, certainly ; my calculation is founded upon that assumption. 
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. 6o» If 70a were to make only two squares, aecordmg to ycilr nggestioo^ instead Thofnas CMn, 
of difee^ as marked on the Plan, what then, do you think, would be the value of the in- 

land per foot? — It is exceedmgly doubtfiiL The value of these squares would - 

depend very much on the state ot public confidence. I ttiink the shops and the ««^J«ttie, 

lodgmg bouses in the streets, and such businesses as might be carried on ther^ ' ^ * 

^vould be £>und to fetch much more in the market than the squares ; but my opipion 
is, that the squares may be worth from two to three guineas a foot ; but I think 
that (be quantity of ground contained in two squares would fetch more money dian 
the three. . 

^1. You stated, that tmless the whole of these three squares were built, tlmt the 
value that yon put on the street is much too high, that is your opinion is it r — ^Yes ; 
I cannot conceive that it would be a source of profit, but I conceive it would be 
a great benefit to the Metropolis, in respect to air and communication, and better 
dranage ; that is of vseiy great importance indeed. An observation has been made 
respecting this being the property of one corporate body ; my opinion is, that if one- 
tenth part of the whole of London was connected with this, belonging to one body^ 
it .would be prudent in them to sweep away the whole, even if there was no return 
at all, to piake the communication, in consequence of th6 increased value it would 
give to the other property. 

'6!2. What effect would this improvement have on the Palace of His Majesty ?-^ 
I think it would remove all doubts about the situation of the Palace being a proper 
0iie. ^. ' . •• ' 

&S* Do you Bdean that it would make it much more acceptable for a royal resi- 
dence ? — I think it would make it as it should be. 

64. You do not think it i3 as it should be now P-^I think it is bad on account of 
tlie bad neighbourhood ; otherwise, I think the situation of the Palace a very good 
Oiie ; it is very healthy and very good. 

65. But you think it should be freed from a great proportion of houses that aft 
present are very near it? — Yes; I think if there was a very handsome communica^ 
tion it would make it satisfactory to every body. 

66. Should you think that the air in the neighbourhood of the Palace was 
a^ected by want of drainage in the immediate neighbourhood?— I think ibfiX the 
air between the House of Commons and the Palace, is generally very bad ; and 
i should conceive that that would spread over a large surface occasionally. These 
are very narrow streets, [pointing to the Plan] and the sun in the winter time>never ' 
reaches the bottom, consequently they cannot IfQ well ventilated. 

67. Looking at the Plan marked (A.),^d considering it desirable to make a passage 
from Westminster Abbey on the east, to the western point of Buckingham Gardens 
at Lower Grosvenor-place, with a view of improving the access from the one .to the 
other, and with a view of improving the value of the whole of the intermediate 
property north and souths in what direction would you (supposing the whole of 
such land was in the hands of one . proprietor,) be. disposed to draw such lipe ?— * 
I think the present line a very good one ; that is the line drawn in Plan (A.) 1 think 
it is the best line under the circumstances. 

6?. What sort of soil is there in^e line of the proposed improvement ? — I con- 
sider it a very dry hesjthy soil naturally, if it only acquired the means of carrymg 
off the surplus water. Whenever I haye happened to dig in this neighbourhood, 
I have found asan4^hich I supposed to be an alluvial soil, deposited there at some 
remote period ; and the ground being very nearly on a level, it is a very healthy soil 
for building upon. If there was a great line here, every body would know where 
to find access; and the <lifferent proprietors would be looking out for communica- * 
tion with it. ; 

69. What rate houses would you propose to be built in a street of the size .which 
you have recommended, i^amelyi i2o feet r-r— That would depend very much on the 
state of circumstances an4 the public mind, when the sround was cleared. I could 
not take upon myself to say what would be the kind of applications for it; but 
I should expect that the^q would be applications for some large buildings ; hotels, 
and buildings of that sort, on a large scale; I think it would be a very convenient 

place. .. . > V > 

70. Would you not think that second rate houses on a scale suitable for Mem- 
bers of Parliam^t,^ and others who wquild not wish to have large houses in London, 
would be better for the street? — I think if the street was made very handsome ^^ 

614. B is 



Digitized by 



Google 



,10 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE 

Vkomas Cutdit, ^s broad and open, that the houses would generally be iibt-rate houses; that per- 
^. "sons would be inclined to build houses, with a view x)f letting their lodgings toMem^ 

^ bers of Parliament. 

.^ftjune, m^^ If carriages were permitted to go out of the present carriage^road throng 

ip3«. ^y^^ p^j^ into those squares, would that not very tnuch increase the value of the 

properly ?^-I imagine that the present opening of the Bird Cage- walk would give 
access. ... , . 

. 72, Would it not improve these squares very much« and also indeed improve the 
street itself, to have a communication from the Bird Cage-walic by a carriage- way ? 
^~I think the Park itself would be improved, ias well as all the neighbourhood, by 
there being the greatest possible Qpehing, without any obstruction of any kind ; not 
soniy obstruction of air, but obstruction of. passage* 

73. By the Evidence which has already been taken before the Committee^ it has 
iappeared that in the judgment of one witness, the ground, must,^ for the sake of 
sewerage, be raised in some places about seven feet ; does the consideratbn of that 
fact (admitting its accuracy) induce you to consider that the plan which you have sogi* 
jested, of opening the squares, and through them the street to the Bird Qagei^walk, is 
4>racticable?--tl should not consider it necessary to raise it so much for the purpdae of 
drainage ; I am quite certain that there are at present very good means of draioii^ 
the Bird Cage-walk. The basin to the Palace is very well drained, which I believe is 
•below that, but I am. not certain of that. I do not think it necessary, ^ven:if it was 
raised seven feet, (which I do not think is necessary) but if it was raised seven feet^ 
that need not be an abrupt bank^ there might be an inclined plane, and a very good 
road up to it, seven feet is nothing. . 

74. As a practical man, , Mr. Cubitt, do you think there would be any difficulty 
p obtaining rubbish from the excavations of the adjoining houses, and pulling down 
the property, and other sources, to raise this line of street to a sufficient height ?-t 
I do not think there will be any difficulty in raising it to a sufficient height ; I do 
riot think it will be necessary to raise it muqh. . ' 

[The Chairman handed in a Report made in pursuance of Resolutions passed 
at a Vestry Meeting, and subsequently at a meeting of the Local Board of Reahh 
^ of the united parishes of St. Margaret and St. John the Evangelist, West- 
minster, holden on the 6th of December last, by the recommendation of the 
Secretary of State for the Home Department, for the purpose of adopting such 
measures as may appear to be necessary to prevent the approach or spread of 
spasmodic cholera or other infectious malady. 

After stating some general things, they say, " previous to entering on a ntora:- 
trbn of the next very serious, important, and all but universal grievance, it should 
perhaps be premised, that the Commissioners of Sewers have circulated largely 
a placard concerning the subject, and that it is on record in the Report of one 
of the district committees * that they, the committee, ure bound to say that tlie 
people (of ' said district) in general express themselves much satisfied with the 
attention of the Commissioners of Sewers to any complaint made to them aS 
to the sewage.' It would then appear that by far the greater portion of these 

• parishes is either without any common sewers at all, or that where they exist 
they are, from dilapidation or other causes, wholly inefficient, to the «(tent 
that * it is dreaded some serious evil will arise ;' the Reports set forth that ^ all 
the endeavours of the inhabitants to keep their vicinity dean and wholesome 
are frustrated for want of drainage, there being no common sewers.* And thrs 
not rarely in crowded thoroughfares, public streets respectably peopled. As 
examples in proof, we may instance Stretton-ground, the line of way from the 
centre of lower Westminster to Vauxhall, Kennington, Clapham, dct^.,- s^me 

• toiall part <if "which indeed a sewer is said to traverse, its channeHying -so far 
^ above the level of the floors of the basement stories of the houses, that they are 
consequently occupied by standing water, holding in ^solution the roost disgusting 
and hurtful impurities. Of the greater part which fe without a common sewer, 
the following is the judgment of the visiting'committee : * In Stretton-^ground 
we found the cellars deeply covered with offensive matter issuing from the 
fieighbouring soily and there are no means of removing it concept by pumping 
during the night, which the magistrates have forbidden; we are of vpinion 
that if some decided measures are not taken to remove the nuisance in this 

street. 
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strcetf that a contagious fever of no ordinary malignity is likely to be pro* 28 June 
duced^ In York-street and a part of James-street, through which the direct ^^33« 

way from Westminster Abbey to Buckingham Palace lies, * there is no common — — ^— 
sewer, the privies are therefore disgorged into cesspools which receive also the 
refuse water of the houses, and the mixture is thence pumped or carried into 
the street ; occasionally this refuse waiter collects for a length of time in 
small drains or wells, which also communicate more or less with the cess- 
pools, becoming very offensive, and the subject of general complaint.' In 
lower neighbourhoods, where the inhabftants happen to be of a class that 
cannot meet the expense of carting away the accumulations in these cess- 
pools, having either none or no effective drainage or sewage, they empty 
the overplus, of whatever it may happen to consist, into the street gutters 
at night, whence, as in York-street, it runs to the, nearest grating, out of 
which in consequence^ not seldom^ is emitted an effluvia as powerful as it 
is disgusting and dangerous. In Rochester-row, and the streets, &c., on the 
south or south-western side of the Vauxhall Road, the stagnant ditches appear 
to be the universal receptacles, and. from these, in favourable states out of 

* atmosphere^ there can be little. doubt but that miasms of the most deleterious 
nature issue; from the same cause^ the total want of drainage, the fluids which 

.; ^oakoutof and through large dung-rheaps, where, horses and. cows are kept, 
the scite of which happens to be low^ either stagnate on the surrounding 
surface, or are carried out in soils, to be added to the other noisome contents 

; of the open street gutters ; unmixed soil, in fact, ha3 been observed stagnating 
Jn ruinous and badly constructed drains, open for many feet together, to be at, 
length absorbed by fiie Surrounding earth, or to find its way into the deeper of 
the adjacent cellars ; such is affirmed by its occupant to be the case / round* 
two sides of theiiouse, No^ 1. Vauxhall Bridge Road ; ' who also complains of 
* having, with the rest of the neighbours^ for six years, paid sewers' rates and 
draining, without having ever received the benefits of either the one or the 
other/ Of a cow-yard, situate in William-street, near Buckingham Gate, 
' the subject of general complaint in the neighbourhood,' where twenty cows 
are kept in a very small space, which has a level much lower than the sur- 
rounding-streets, and which is therefore commonly flooded with rain and other 
refuse water, saturated with cow ordure, to get rid of which there are now no 
other means but pumping it into the street. The drains are, by the owner, 
said to have been stopped up by the late Mr. Elliott, then a Commissioner of 
.Sewers,, because they ran across his premises in, their way to the conunpn 

. 4ewer. Again,, in the words of one of the Reports, \ the want of a proper 
sewage, appears to the Committee one of the greatest and most lamentable 
obstacles to the ultimate improvement of the comfort of the poor of this 
district, as in order to supply the place of that most necessary easement in the 
closely inhabited neighbourhoods, a small drainage with cesspools, sunk out a 
short distance from the dwelling, forms the only discharge for houses in which 
commonly numerous families are living under the same roof. Such may be 
called an echo of the general voice pf these parishes on this most important 
sitbject, and the opinion seems to "be unanimous, that, ' since it is a case so 

^ tiiaterialiy affecting the general health of the city,' and a defect Buch ^ as it is 
not in the power of the inhabitants themselves to remedy,' some strong repre- 
sentation should be made, either to the Central Board of Health or to the 
. Secretary of State for the Home Department, as to the necessity of providing, • 
if possible, some efficient sewage for districts in which the want of it is' sol 
much felt;' and for the providing and keeping in adequate repair of which, 
it may be add^d/the inhabitants feave be^n i^d we regiilarlj^ assessed and 
taxed." . ' 
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Mercuriiy 4* die Juliiy 1832. 



RIGBY WASON, ESQUIRE, 

IN TH£ GHAIK* 



Mr. 
fnOiam BardwelL 

A July, 
183a. 



Mr* William BardweU^ called in ; and Eummed. 

75. YOU are an architect and surveyor? — Y^. 

70. Have yon examined, carefully, the ground from Westminster Abbey to the 
Chelsea Roaa?— I have ; the ground and the buildings. 

' 77. Have you examined, carefully, the whole of the ground, and the Gondition of 
the buildings, on the proposed line of street, from Westminster Abbey to the Clklsea 
Road?— Ihave. " ' ^ ' 

78. Have you made an estimate of the probable cost of effecting this improve- 
ment; iiicluding the price of the land, and the coini^sation to the tenants ?-^r have. 

79. Whiat i^ the calculation, what does it amount to?-^Ohe huncSred and ttventy^ 
two thousand five hundred pounds. , . . ^ 

80. Are you of opinion that the. cost of effecting this street could not possibly 
exceed 150,000/.?— Decidedly ; lamof opinioh thdt it would' botekceed 150^000^ 



[The Chairman drew the attention of the Committee to a Statement of 
the direct Taxes that would be paid to Government on the building^ ^ ^ 
proposed Plan were carried into execution.] 



Ko. K 

STATEMENT of the Amount of Duty on Mateeials used ia erecting a Fiff»trf«ite 

Hoase, 24 x 45» 1,080 square feet 



:Bncbi * 

Timber - 
Deals 

Paper - 

Glass - 



280,000 
j61oad 

2i bundre^ -* 
220 pieces 
1,100 feet 



at per thousand, 51. tod, 

at per load * 2^ 15^. 

at per hundred 1 g /. 

at per piece • 1 s. 1 d. 

at per foot • yd. 



Sundries direct. Slates, Marble, Flagging Stones, and Stone Stairs 





£. $. d. 


m 


81 la 4. 


• , 


44 -'.-. 


- 


4y ip . - 


- 


11 18 4 
3« 1 3^ 


- 


- 


44 8 4 


£. 


341 11 8 
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No. 2. 

STATEMENT of Manual Labour in erecting a First-rate House, the cost price^of 
which is about £. 2^00; size 24 x 45, or about 1,080 square feet 

£. 

Carpenter and joiner's work ..... 240 

Bricklayer -.-.-.-- 135 

J^i^i^g s^d carting away foundation ... 30 

Painting -....---- 60 

Paper hanging ........ 18 

SUme-work ........ 100 

Flagging ...-.-.- la 

Plumbing ........ 30 

Slating --......- 15 

Carting timber, men only ..---. ao 

Carting bricks, men only ...... 35 

Sawing timber ...--*.-. 65 

Plasterer ........ 90 



Sundries, Smith, 8cc. 



£. 



£. 



840 
50 



890 



No. a. 

TAXES. 

There are 11,000 feet of front land in the squares and streets, on which 500 houses of 
22 feet frontage may be built 

A house 24 feet front by 45 feet deep, will pay 240 /I in direct taxes on the articles 
used, (see Statement, No. 1) ; 500 houses will therefore pay 120,000 /. in direct taxes. 

LABOUR. 

One house of the above dimensions will pay 8go/. in direct manual labour, {$et Statemtot, 
No. 2,) 500 houses will therefore pay 44^*000/. giving employment to 2,000 persons for 
about four years, at one pound per week to each family ; but the money paid in indirect 
manual labour is also very gr^t Take one article, that of bricks ; tiie price for making 
is 10s. per thousand ; a house of the above dimensions will take 280,000 bricks ; 500 houses 
wiU taKe 140,000,000 bricks, which, at io<. per thousand, would give 70,000 A paid in 
wages upon this one article. 



Money paid in direct taxes to Government . . . 

Money paid in direct manual labour in building 

Money paid in labour on one article alone used in building 



£. 

120,000 

446,oo<> 

70,000 
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